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Key Message  
 

 

Policy Watch is a key instrument of RGICS's vision and strategy.  

RGICS's core vision is opening up the Indian state to peoples' voice -- in its leg-

islative, executive and judicial functions.  

Elected representatives and political parties have a central responsibility in chan-

neling peoples' voice into the functioning of the State. In turn, this requires en-

hancing the knowledge and capacity of elected representatives and political par-

ties on State policy. 

Policy Watch informs elected representatives and other political leaders about 

key policy developments nationally and globally. This will enable them to inter-

vene in policy decision making and reflect people's voice.  

Produced by a dedicated and talented team of scholars at RGICS, led by our 

young RG-RALs, Policy Watch is a unique product that presents information and 

analysis about policy for a political audience.  Policy Watch has by now covered 

over a thousand policy issues. 

 

Team RGICS 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 3 . 9  P a g e  4  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

C O V E R  S T O R Y  

Human Development and Vulnerability: Overview of India 
 

Overview 

Over the period of time, it has been clearly depicted in various human development reports that people in most 

countries have been doing steadily better in human development. Advances in technology, education and incomes 

have proved people to enjoy longer, healthier and secure lives. Further globalization has played its role in producing 

major human development gains. But there is also a widespread sense of instability in the world today majorly in 

terms of livelihoods, personal security, environment and global politics. 

 

 High achievements on critical aspects of human development, such as health and nutrition, can quickly be under- 

mined by a natural disaster or economic slump. Theft and assault can leave people physically and psychologically 

impoverished. Corruption and unresponsive state institutions can leave those in need of assistance without recourse. 

Political threats, community tensions, violent conflict, neglect of public health, environmental damages, crime and 

discrimination all add to individual and community vulnerability. 

 

Real progress on human development, then, is not only a matter of enlarging people’s critical choices and their abil-

ity to be educated, be healthy, have a reasonable standard of living and feel safe. It is also a matter of how secure 

these achievements are and whether conditions are sufficient for sustained human development. Thus an account of 

progress in human development is incomplete without exploring and assessing vulnerability.  

 

We present here an overview of a report by United Nations Development Programme focusing on Sustaining Hu-

man Progress: Reducing Vulnerabilities and Building Resilience for that matter, particularly focusing on India. 

Key Messages of the Report 
  
 Vulnerability threatens human development— and unless it is systematically addressed, by changing 

policies and social norms, progress will be neither equitable nor sustainable. 
  
 Life cycle vulnerability, structural vulnerability and insecure lives are fundamental sources of persistent 

deprivation—and must be addressed for human development to be secured and for progress to be sus-

tained. 
 
 Policy responses to vulnerability should prevent threats, promote capabilities and protect people, espe-

cially the most vulnerable. 
 
 Everyone should have the right to education, health care and other basic services. Putting this principle of 

universalism into practice will require dedicated attention and resources, particularly for the poor and 

other vulnerable groups. 
 
 Strong universal social protection not only improves individual resilience—it can also bolster the resil-

ience of the economy as a whole. 
 
 Full employment should be a policy goal for societies at all levels of development. 
 
 The effects of crises, when they occur, can be lessened through preparedness and recovery efforts that 

can also leave societies more resilient. 
 
 Vulnerabilities are increasingly global in their origin and impact, requiring collective action and better 

international governance. 
 
 A global effort is needed to ensure that globalization advances and protects human development—

national measures are more easily enacted when global commitments are in place and global support is 

available. 
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Vulnerability and Human Development 

The report highlights that Human vulnerability is not new, but it is increasing due to financial instability and mount-

ing environmental pressures such as climate change, which have a growing potential to undermine progress in hu-

man development. The world is changing rapidly. The scope and scale of connectivity and related insecurities are 

accelerating, as are the threats of contagion and exposure to natural disasters and violent conflict. Thus it says that 

human development approach is incomplete unless it incorporates vulnerability and resilience in the analysis. Sus-

tained progress in human development is a matter of expanding people’s choices and keeping those choices secure. 

The world has experienced progress in human development for some time. But increasingly this progress seems 

threatened by uncertainty and by persistent inequality and climate change. Understanding vulnerability and resil-

ience in their fuller sense becomes necessary to define the policies and actions that can sustain progress.   

 

Vulnerability, as a concept may seem abstract, but vulnerability as a concept can become less abstract when broken 

down into who is vulnerable, what are they vulnerable to and why. Figure 1 highlights who is vulnerable to what 

and why. 
 

Figure 1: Who is vulnerable to what and why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Human Development Report 2014 
 

The report emphasizes on living a life that one values, to manage one’s affairs adequately to be a core aspect of hu-

man development. Further it says prevention, promotion and protection are three broad areas where policies and 

related measures can help in addressing the big issues that leave people and communities vulnerable. Figure 2 de-

picts polices for reducing vulnerability and building resilience. 

 

Figure 2: Polices for reducing vulnerability and building resilience. 

 Source: Human Development Report 2014 

C O V E R  S T O R Y  
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State of Human Development 

Human development is about equal life chances for all. It involves not only expanding capabilities to broaden peo-

ple’s present  choices—to live healthy, productive and safe lives—but also ensuring that these choices do not com-

promise or restrict those available to future generations. Since 1990 the Human Development Index (HDI) has been 

an important measure of progress—a composite index of life expectancy, years of schooling and income. This 

year’s Report presents HDI values for 187 countries. The global HDI is now 0.702 and most developing countries 

are continuing to advance, though the pace of progress remains highly uneven. Table 1 represents the human devel-

opment index regions in the world. 
 

Table 1: Human Development Index and components, 2010 and 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Human Development Report 2014 
 

While all regions are registering improvement, signs of a slowdown are emerging—as measured by the growth rate 

of HDI values, as depicted in figure 3.  
 

Figure 3: Average annual growth rate of Human Development Index 

 

Source: Human Development Report 2014 

C O V E R  S T O R Y  
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Although four of the six regions registered faster gains in 2000–2008 than in the 1990s, progress in all regions 

slowed in 2008–2013. This was particularly noticeable in the Arab States and in Latin America and the Caribbean—

where average annual growth dropped by about half—as well as in Asia. The global financial and economic crisis 

appears to have had a widespread impact. 
 

Inequality and Human Development 

One of the main drags on development is deep and chronic inequality, which restricts choices and erodes the social 

fabric. Large disparities in income, wealth, education, health and other dimensions of human development persist 

across the world, heightening the vulnerability of marginalized groups and undermining their ability to recover from 

shocks. People clustered at the bottom of the socioeconomic distribution are not there randomly. They lack a suffi-

cient range of capabilities to enable them to live a fulfilling life, and they typically are the most vulnerable to health 

risks, environmental calamities and economic shocks. Table 2 represents Countries with rising or falling income 

inequality by region, 1990–2012. Although income disparities among countries have been declining over the past 20 

years as emerging economies have narrowed the gap with developed countries, inequality within many countries has 

increased worldwide. 
 

Table 2: Countries with rising or falling income inequality by region, 1990–2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Gender Inequality 

Women experience many kinds of disadvantage and discrimination in health, education and employment. To high-

light these disparities, this report presents HDI values separately for women and men for 148 countries. Worldwide 

the female HDI value averages about 8 per- cent lower than the male HDI value. Among regions, the largest gap is 

in South Asia (17 per- cent). The gap is small (3 percent) in the very high human development group but about 

17 percent in the low human development group. Slovakia has achieved gender parity, while female HDI values are 

slightly higher than male values in 15 countries. India is placed at 127th rank as per the 2013 Gender Inequality In-

dex statistics, with a value of 0.563 among 152 countries. 
 

India’s Human Development Index 

India currently ranks 135 among 187 countries, where India is placed under the category of ‘Medium Human devel-

opment’. Table 3 presents the Human development Index value and its component’s value for India. Table 4 pre-

sents Human Development Index trends, 1980-2013 for India.  
 

Table 3: Human Development index and its components 

Source: Human Development Report 2014 

C O V E R  S T O R Y  

India Human 

Develop-

ment Index 

(HDI) - 

Value 

Life expec-

tancy at 

birth (years) 

Mean years 

of schooling 

(years) 

Expected 

years of 

schooling 

(years) 

Gross National 

Income (GNI) 

per capita 

(2011 PPP $) 

Human De-

velopment 

Index (HDI)

- Value 

Change in 

rank 

2013 2013 2012 2012 2013 2012 2012-2013 

0.586 66.4 4.4 11.7 5,150 0.583 0 
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Table 4: Human Development Index Trends, 1980-2013 

Source: Human Development Report 2014 

 

Though it is clear from the above statistics that India has improved on its Human development Index value, but even 

after the improvement, India could not manage much in terms of improvement in its global ranking. But, what is 

more important here to note is that, India has adopted various policy measures in order to combat various types of 

vulnerabilities experienced by the population of the country in order to improve its Human Development Index 

value, which is visible from the Average annual HDI growth rate, which stands at 1.49% for 2000-13. Table 5 pre-

sents various types of vulnerabilities experienced in India and its policy response to those. 

 

Table 5: Various types of challenges and India’s policy response to those 

 

 

 

 

 

C O V E R  S T O R Y  

Types of vulnerabili-

ties/ challenges 
India’s Response to those 

Meeting Zero Hunger 

challenge 
  

In 2013, India witnessed a historic transition from the famine conditions of 1943 

to a legal commitment to provide, at a very low cost, the minimum essential calo-

ries to over 75 percent of the population from home grown food. The challenge 

now is to sustain the right to food commitment in an era of climate change, which 

can be characterized by unfavourable alterations in temperature, precipitation and 

sea level. The Indian experience shows that the challenge can be met through a 

six-pronged strategy consisting of: • 
Attention to soil health enhancement, and conservation of prime farm land for 

agriculture. 
Rain water harvesting, aquifer recharge and conjunctive use of ground water, sur-

face water, treated waste water and sea water. Sea water constitutes 97 per-

cent of the global water resource, and it is now possible to promote sea water 

farming systems involving halophytes and aquaculture. 
Spreading appropriate technologies and the needed inputs. 
Credit at low interest and effective group and individual insurance. 
Assured and remunerative marketing. 
Providing farmers with small holdings the economy and power of scale through 

cooperatives, self-help groups, producer companies and contract farming. 
The Indian Food Security Act has several interesting features worthy of emula-

tion. 

Employment vulner-

ability 

The Indian National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme guarantees every rural 

household 100 days of work a year at a reasonable wage. India uses tax revenues 

to finance the National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme. 

Vulnerability due to 

lack of transparency 

or accountability to 

influence decisions 

India’s Right to Information Act can expose corruption and graft and boost effi-

ciency. Increasing opportunities for participation, through such processes as par-

ticipatory budgeting and greater representation in government, can give the ex-

cluded greater voice. 

  Human Development Index (HDI)- Value Average annual HDI 

growth (%) 

1980 1990 2000 2005 2008 2010 2011 2012 2013 1980-

90 

1990-

2000 

2000- 

13 

India 0.369 0.43

1 

0.48

3 

0.527 0.55

4 

0.57

0 

0.58

1 

0.58

3 

0.586 1.58 1.15 1.49 
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Possible Way Forward 

Enhancing capabilities and protecting choices can reduce vulnerability by enabling people to cope better. The report 

suggests means to accomplish these goals. Firstly by providing certain types of public goods, those that could be 

considered elements of a global social contract, can open national policy space and help people cope with adverse 

events. Secondly enhancing systems of global governance can facilitate the provision of public goods and reduce the 

likelihood and scope of transnational shocks.  

 

Capabilities can be enhanced and choices protected at the national level through the universal provision of such ser-

vices as education, health care, water and electricity, as well as through universal social protection that empowers 

individuals with greater resources to withstand external shocks, since such public goods reduce pressure on indi-

viduals to make difficult decisions of life.  

 

Thus to further extend development, it requires protecting achievements against vulnerability and shocks, increasing 

resilience and deepening progress. Identifying and targeting vulnerable groups, reducing inequality and addressing 

structural vulnerability are essential to sustaining development over an individual’s lifetime and across generations. 

 

Reference 

 Human Development Report 2014, Sustaining Human Progress: Reducing Vulnerabilities and Building Re-

silience, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). (2014). http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/

hdr14-report-en-1.pdf 

 

 

 

Prepared By 

Shruti Issar 
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Macro Economic Dimension of India: Inflation Rates for the Month 

of August, 2014  
 

General Inflation Rates in Indian States: August, 2014 (%)  
 
 

H E A D L I N E S  

States Rural Urban General 

All India 8.33 7.04 7.86 

Northern Region       

Jammu & Kashmir 7.39 6.16 6.97 

Himachal Pradesh 8.15 7.03 7.93 

Punjab 8.66 6.25 7.48 

Chandigarh 7.15 8.03 7.98 

Uttarakhand 8.89 5.57 7.73 

Haryana 7.11 6.88 7.01 

Delhi 5.72 5.67 5.67 

Uttar Pradesh 8.93 7.78 8.84 

Western Region       

Rajasthan 9.61 7.27 8.76 

Gujarat 7.53 5.96 4.29 

Maharashtra 6.78 2.72 8.20 

Goa 11.20 8.18 7.19 

Lakshadweep 11.33 2.98 18.51 

Daman & Die 8.63 7.56 -0.23 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli 7.37 2.75 15.01 

Central Region       

Madhya Pradesh 6.87 6.78 6.66 

Chattishgarh 10.16 6.60 7.29 

Southern Region       

Andhra Pradesh 5.76 4.71 9.87 

Karnakata 5.76 4.71 9.87 

Kerala 5.97 18.0 3.25 

Tamil Nadu 6.45 8.05 6.70 

Puducherry 8.13 8.72 7.22 

Andaman & Nicobar Island 8.82 3.59 6.40 
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Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index (CPI) data 

of MOSPI. There is one month time lag in CPI data (New Series 2010=100) provided by MOSPI, Govern-

ment of India. 
 

Inflation Rates across the states indicate the following   

 18 states have more than All-India inflation rate in their rural sectors 

 18 states have more than All-India inflation rate in their urban sector 

 18 states have more than All-India inflation rate in general 

 Tripura has the highest inflation rate in India 
 

Government Set to Junk 323 Archaic Laws 
(The Free Press Journal, September 30, 2014) 
 

The Government has identified at least 323 archaic laws to be repealed and bills in this regard would be pushed dur-

ing the next session of Parliament. It is also working to junk 700 Appropriation Acts passed by Parliament over the 

years, which have no relevance anymore as they have one-time use of enabling withdrawal of funds by the govern-

ment. Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad told reporters, ““While a bill is pending in Parliament to repeal 32 amend-

ment Acts and four principal Acts, we plan to bring another bill to repeal 287 similar Acts,” Law Minister Ravi 

Shankar Prasad told reporters here. 
 

The bill introduced in Lok Sabha during the Budget session to repeal a total of 36 Acts is now with a Parliamentary 

Standing Committee which is expected to give its report ahead of the Winter session likely to begin in November. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, soon after taking over in May, had identified repeal of “archaic” laws and rules as 

one of his priorities. 
 

The Law Ministry, based on the recommendation of the Law Commission, is also planning to carry out “legal scav-

enging” to repeal 700 Appropriation Acts which remain on statute books though they have lost relevance. “We are 

consulting the Finance Ministry. I have asked my department to take a considered legal view on repealing these Ap-

propriation Acts,” Prasad said. 
 

The Law Commission has said that repealing Appropriation Acts whose terms have ended will in no way cause any 

negative impact on actions that were validly taken under these Acts. This itself would result in the repeal of more 

than 700 laws, the law panel had said. This is the first time since 2001 that such an exercise is being undertaken by 

the Law Ministry. 

H E A D L I N E S  

States Rural Urban General 

Northeastern Region       

Arunachal Pradesh 6.44 - - 

Assam 8.69 9.73 8.89 

Manipur 2.0 8.23 4.13 

Meghalaya 16.77 9.10 15.03 

Mizoram 13.81 5.99 9.56 

Nagaland 14.55 8.91 12.32 

Tripura 22.29 15.70 20.42 

Sikkim 8.69 8.56 8.66 

Eastern Region       

Bihar 10.38 8.16 10.06 

Jharkhand 6.43 8.78 9.31 

West Bengal 9.35 8.0 7.82 

Odisha 11.75 10.09 9.71 
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http://freepressjournal.in/govt-set-to-junk-323-archaic-laws/ 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 
 

Supreme Court Strikes Down National Tax Tribunal Law 
(Dhanajay Mahapatra, Times of India, September 27, 2014) 
  
The Supreme Court has held as unconstitutional, a 2005 law setting up the National Tax Tribunal (NTT), which was 

proposed to reduce the pile up tax cases in High Courts. This Judgement of Supreme Court has rendered the law in 

affective for all practical purposes. The law was held unconstitutional on two grounds- 

 Separation of powers between the judiciary and the executive 

  Judicial superintendence. 
 

This ruling of the Supreme Court could also affect all similar tribunals set up to decide substantial question of law, 

including the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal, which is also facing legal challenge. The court stated that 

“legislature had the power to create alternative forums and vest it with adjudicatory powers but at the same time, it 

had to maintain identical conditions of service and independence of members of the new forum as applicable to high 

court judges in deciding the disputes.” 
  
The appointment, transfer and extension of service of the chairperson and members of the NTT would be decided by 

secretaries to the government. This would result in creating a conflict of interest and would put the litigants in a po-

sition to influence the justice delivery mechanism. 
  
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/Tax-tribunal-assault-on-judiciarys-freedom-SC/

articleshow/43566371.cms 

Date Accessed: 29.09.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

Rural Skilling Plan Re-launched 
(Times of India, September 25, 2014) 

  

The Central Government has re-launched its rural skilling programme, earlier known as “Aajeevika Skills” with a 

new name, “Deen Dayal Updhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana.” Ajeevika Skills was launched by the United Pro-

gressive Alliance Government for skilling and placement of rural youth. 

 

In the re-launched programme the minimum entry age has been reduced to 15 years from 18 years. Besides, skills 

imparted under the programme will now be benchmarked against international standards by roping in private players 

and corporate, so that after skilling, the rural youths are provided with certificates recognised overseas. The pro-

gramme aims to train 10 lakh rural youth during the 12 Five year Plan period (2012-2017). 

 

The Government has identified seven countries where demand is high and Indian rural youth can be absorbed after 

they acquire industry- specific skills under the public- private partnership mode. The countries include The United 

States (US), Japan, Russia, Germany, France, China and Spain besides countries in the Middle East. It has been pro-

posed to set a minimum salary of US dollars 500 (About Rs 30,000) for Indian youth going abroad for work under 

the scheme while for domestic workers this will remain at Rs 6000 per month. Training will be imparted through 

1500-2000 centres to be set up for the purpose over the next 2 years. The Rural Development Ministry estimates that 

by 2020 developed countries will have a shortfall of over 57 million semi- skilled workers while India is expected to 

have a surplus of 47 million. 

 

http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31816&articlexml=Union-Govts-Rural-Skilling-Programme-

Gets-a-Makeover-25092014025025# 

Date Accessed: 27.09.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
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Panel to Study Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with Eurasian 

Union 
(The Statesman, September 25, 2014) 
 

India is expected to set up a joint study group to explore the possibility of negotiating a comprehensive Free Trade 

Agreement with the Eurasian Customs Union, comprising of three countries of Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan. The 

aim is to further boost trade and economic ties with region. The Commerce Ministry estimates that huge business 

opportunities exist in this region for Indian companies as this region has been relatively left unattended by a large 

number of sectors. 

 

India’s trade with Eurasian Customs Union (Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan) substantially increased to US dollar 

7.4 billion in 2012 from US dollar 6.5 billion in 2011. Before starting negotiations for FTA, countries generally con-

stitute a joint study group to look into feasibility of entering into the trade pact. 

 

After inaugurating “The India Show” at Moscow, the Union Commerce Secretary said “we are at an advanced stage 

to institutionalise a joint study group.” 

 

 http://www.thestatesman.net/news/78670-panel-to-study-fta-with-eurasian-union.html 

Date Accessed: 28.09.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

India's Older Refineries to Face Survival Test on Diesel  

Deregulation 
(Asian Age, September 26, 2014) 

 

State run oil refineries face an uncertain future with the new Government planning to deregulate the diesel prices. 

This decision taken by the Government is to ensure a reduction in its subsidy bill and improve public finances. This 

move of the Government towards market based pricing is expected to bring back the private refineries like Reliance 

Industries and Essar Oil. As per the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas the Gross refining margins, a key indus-

try measure of profitability, of the aging refineries are below US dollar 3 a barrel. 

 

The older, state-run refineries, which account for a quarter of the nation's 4.3 million barrels per day fuel capacity, 

may be forced to reduce throughput or even seek federal monetary support once the Government implements this 

step. The old state run refineries have become inefficient, costly to maintain and their outdated machinery prevents 

them from using cheaper imported heavy crude as feedstock. 

 

The Government sets selling prices for the state-run refiners, who also market fuel through their retail outlets, which 

has resulted in revenue losses and delays in payments of subsidies. Protected by subsidies these refineries focused 

on building their network of retail outlets rather than focussing on upgradation and modernisation. In order to up-

grade facilities and to ensure production of cleaner fuels by these state-run refineries an investment of 13 billion US 

dollars will be required as per the estimation of the Government. 

  

http://www.asianage.com/business/indias-older-refineries-face-survival-test-diesel-deregulation-290 

Date Accessed :29.09.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

IRDA to Make Suggestions on Insurance Bill 
(Business Today, September 26, 2014) 

  

The Insurance Regulatory Development Authority (IRDA) will be making suggestions to the proposed insurance 

bill to cover different areas like health insurance and e-commerce. The insurance bill, was introduced by the Na-
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tional Democratic Alliance Government in the recent session of the Parliament but could not be passed and was re-

ferred to the Select committee. 

 

The IRDA Chairman T.S Vijayan stated, "Some of the suggestions are in relation to life, non-life and health, which 

was not there in the one proposed in 2006. Health companies have started working and now we have experience in 

the health sphere, e-commerce has come. Some of the things have to find place in the bill itself.” 

 
The IRDA is in favour of capital infusion in the insurance sector. The IRDA has also approved Customer Service 

Centre to sell policies and standardised policy. Some insurance companies have already started selling, standard and 

basic policy through CSEs. On digitalisation the IRDA has licensed five repositories and have asked all the compa-

nies to digitise a minimum of 5,000 policies and see whether there is any problem in the process. The digitalisation 

began with life insurance and it will extend to general insurance gradually. 
 

http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/irda-insurance-bill-irda-chairman-t-s-vijayan-customer-service-

centre/1/210829.html 

Date Accessed: 29.09. 2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
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POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE  

Only 31 Days of Work per Household Provided Under 

MGNREGA this Year 
(The Indian Express, September 30, 2014) 
 

The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), introduced in February 2006, 

promises 100 days of employment every year to each rural household. However, the program has often underper-

formed, as households have not got work for even one third of the mandated 100 days (annually) on an average, so 

far this year. According to a half-yearly review of the scheme, as per data available with the Rural Development 

Ministry, the average number of days of employment provided per household is only 31 days this year so far (April-

September). The scheme is an essential step to create durable assets to augment land and water resources, improve 

rural connectivity and strengthen the livelihood resource base of the rural poor. 
 

Even though there is optimism that these figures will improve by the year’s end, however the figure is not expected 

to cross 50 days, as against the mandated 100 days. This, officials say, is due to both a supply and demand side 

problem. A decline in demand has translated into the scheme’s poor performance, as the scheme is demand-driven. 

However, there is also a supply-side crunch; inadequate planning at local-level and implementation gaps like delays 

in wage payments, combined with fund crunch have resulted in the scheme’s unsatisfactory performance. Delays in 

wage payments are one of the chief problems of the MGNREGA. 
 

This year’s aggregate number of days of employment provided to each household is consistent with the scheme’s 

declining implementation, year after year. While the budget for the scheme has seen a massive increase from around 

Rs. 11,000 crore in 2006-07 to Rs. 40,000 crore in 2009-10, the average days of employment provided per house-

hold has been less than 50 since the scheme was instituted, except in 2009-10 which was a drought year. The current 

budgetary allocation for the scheme is Rs. 33,000 crore. Despite this, the states continuously face a fund crunch, 

which was exaggerated this year, as they do not receive funds on time. Pointing to this problem, an official said, 

“Most states have huge backlog of payments and once they receive funds, they first clear that instead of generating 

fresh employment”. Corrective measures need to be taken to improve the implementation of the scheme, keep the 

social and economic relevance of the scheme in mind. 
 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/only-31-days-of-work-per-household-provided-under-rural-job-

scheme-this-year/ 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
 

Government Revives Free Mobile Phone Scheme 
(Shauvik Ghosh, Livemint, September 30, 2014) 
 

In a move to bring the Financial Inclusion Plan and Digital India programme together, the government has decided 

to adopt a scheme, originally conceived by the UPA government, that promises free mobile phones for rural house-

holds. The scheme is essentially a Rs. 5,000 crore plan that involves giving a mobile phone to around 25 million 

households (covering 100-125 million people), funded by the Universal (Service) Obligation fund which gets a por-

tion of the fees and taxes paid by India’s telecom service providers to aid the provision of telecom services where it 

is economically unviable. Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd. (BSNL) will implement the scheme. 
 

The proposal entails the provision of a mobile phone, provisionally valued at Rs.1,200 per device, to an adult female 

in every household that is a beneficiary of the MGNREGA, selected by the state government. The phone will be 

bundled with SMS and voice services and will be available to users for a nominal Rs.300. The proposal also in-

cludes free recharges of Rs.30 per month, for two years, enabling 30 minutes of calling, 30 SMSes and 30MB of 

data. The connections will also get SMS-based information on education, health, agriculture and financial services. 
 

The key reason behind the setting of this target is that every 10% increase in teledensity leads to around 1% increase 

in the gross domestic product of a developing country. Currently, overall teledensity in the country is at 75%. In 

rural areas currently, only two out of five people have access to mobile phones, as the rural teledensity is around 
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41% while urban teledensity is at 147%. One of the key objectives of the National Telecom Policy 2012, on which 

all telecom policies are to be based over the next five years, is to increase rural teledensity to 70% by 2017 and 

100% by 2020. Even though industry experts have lauded the scheme, many are criticizing the fact that private com-

panies are not being allowed to implement the scheme as those companies might have a footprint in those areas. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/PyMjlMifmrP0L5JRCpyMnO/NDA-revives-free-mobile-phone-

scheme.html#nav=most_read 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

CEC Suggests Paid News be Made an Electoral Offence 
 (The Hindu, September 28, 2014) 
 

Chief Election Commissioner V.S. Sampath suggested that Paid news should be made an electoral offence that at-

tracts disqualification so that it acts as a deterrent. Currently inadequacies in legislation have resulted in Election 

Commission (EC) being powerless in dealing with this malpractice. 

 

 Sampath said that ‘paid news’ in whatever form or nomenclature is presently not even an electoral offence. He even 

wondered why the government advertisements during elections should not be considered as paid news. EC tries to 

check this menace by invoking its powers related to candidates’ spending. However, the Commission’s control over 

a candidate’s spending is only after he files his nomination,  and candidates make substantial election related ex-

penses before that. 

 

The CEC also called for a “well defined law” relating to opinion polls conducted by TV channels. V.S. Sampath 

said that there was a “crying need” for a “well defined legislation” governing expenditure of political parties during 

elections as its absence was allowing them and their candidates to circumvent the rules. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/paid-news-should-attract-disqualification-cec/article6454810.ece 

Date Accessed: 28.09.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

DEVELOPMENT 

India May Miss U.N. Millennium Development Goal for  

Maternal Mortality Rate 
(The Hindu, September 29, 2014) 

 

Two reports — “Dead women talking: a civil society report on maternal deaths in India” drafted by Common Health 

and Jan Swasthya Abhiyan and “India infrastructure report — the road to universal health coverage,” released by the 

Infrastructure Development Finance Company state that India may fail to achieve the fifth Millennium Development 

Goal of reducing maternal mortality to 109 per 1,00,000 live births by 2015.  India accounts for the largest number 

of maternal deaths in the world at 178 per 1,00,000 live births in 2010-12. 

 

The report by CommonHealth and Jan Swasthya Abhiyan, a coalition for maternal-neonatal health and safe abor-

tion, points to gaps in implementation of interventions by the government through the National Rural Health Mis-

sion.  According to the report, women from the most disadvantaged women suffer the most citing “a great gap in 

accountability and governance and most of the programmes have been implemented poorly on the ground.”  The 

report blames the health system for failing to provide maternal health care and emergency care. 

 

Low government expenditure on health sector is cited as a reason for failure in meeting the goals according to the 

India Infrastructure Report. It says a large part of the population has little or no access to quality and affordable 

healthcare. 
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 India currently lags behind countries like Nepal and Bangladesh in curbing Maternal mortality. 

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/india-may-miss-un-millennium-development-goal-for-maternal-mortality-

rate/article6455141.ece 

Date Accessed: 29.09.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 
 

GOVERNMENT 

Home Ministry Sends Notice to Over 10,000 NGOs 
(Aman Sharma, The Economic Times, October 01, 2014) 
  

Home Ministry issued a notice to over 10,000 Non Governmental Organizations (NGO) asking them to explain 

why their licenses should not be cancelled after they failed to file annual returns of foreign receipts. 
 

The ministry said that the returns for three years 2009 to 2012 have not been received. Notices are being sent to 

known addresses of the organizations. In case the NGO has filed a return they are to submit a proof of submission. 

“In a report earlier this year, the ministry said it was a matter of concern that 22,702 of the 43,527 registered NGOs 

under FCRA had not filed returns detailing receipts of foreign funds and how they were spent.” 
 

Earlier this year, As per section 46 of the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act, the Home Ministry instructed Re-

serve Bank of India to take permission before transferring foreign funds to Greenpeace India. In August, a similar 

notice was issued to “21,493 associations that had not submitted returns for 2006-07, 2007-2008 and 2008-2009.” 
  
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/home-ministry-sends-notice-to-over-10000-ngos/

articleshow/43961998.cms 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
 

Gmail, Yahoo may Soon be Banned for Government  

Officials 
(NDTV Profit, September 29, 2014) 
 

Government officials may no longer be able to use popular free email services like Gmail and Yahoo for work by 

the end of the current fiscal year 2014-15, as the centre seeks to enforce a ban to safeguard critical and sensitive 

data. 
 

The government has approved the proposal moved by Department of Electronics and Information Technology 

(DeitY) to establish a secure and encrypted email service for government officials. 
 

Communication and IT( information technology) Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad earlier this month said that a system 

of secured email is being established to increase its usage within the government by March 2015. 
 

"We are in the process of implementing this. At present about a million officials are covered by it and we need to 

scale it to cover a total of 5 million employees. This process will be completed by March 2015," DeitY Secretary R 

S Sharma said. 

 

A budget of Rs. 100 crore has been allocated for the project, which includes expanding infrastructure and ramping 

up security of servers that will be used to store the mails, Mr Sharma said. "We need to scale the infrastructure of 

the National Informatics Centre (NIC) to accommodate this large number of officials. Also there will be a state-of-

the-art security for the service to ensure nothing happens," he added. 
 

The government's move comes on the back of rising concerns of cyber crime.  Earlier in September, five million 

usernames and passwords of Google were reported to have been leaked online by hackers. 
 

http://profit.ndtv.com/news/industries/article-gmail-yahoo-may-soon-be-banned-for-government-officials-672481 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 
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Government Begins Work on Controversial River-Link  

Project 
(Zia Haq, Hindustan Times, September 30, 2014) 

 

The Modi government has started work on the first project to artificially connect two rivers, to be followed by two 

more, as it moves swiftly on a controversial programme first mooted during the Atal Behari Vajpayee-era. 

 

Groundwork in the Ken-Betwa project, involving Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh, has begun after a nod from 

both states, while a detailed project report to link the Damanganga and Pinjal rivers to provide drinking water for 

Mumbai has been submitted to the Maharashtra and Gujarat governments. 

 

The Ken-Betwa project involves building a dam on river Ken, a major river of the Bundelkhand region, with a 221-

km canal to transfer "surplus" water to the Betwa basin. Its cited benefits include irrigation facilities in over 6 lakh 

hectares of farmland, water supply for over 13 lakh people in Bundelkhand and generation of 78 MW of power. 

 

The Madhya Pradesh government has approved mandatory alternative land to compensate habitat loss in swathes of 

the Panna Tiger Reserve. Designs for a third link to connect Par, Tai and Narmada rivers for irrigation benefits in 

drought-prone Saurashtra and Kutch are likely to be finished by March 2015. 

 

The previous government had talked of first undertaking a "comprehensive review" before any decision. A legal 

hurdle got cleared in 2012 when the Supreme Court, disposing of two petitions, asked the government to go ahead. 

 

The benefits of linking rivers include mitigating floods in some areas and drought in others. It is based on a principle 

that some river basins are "surplus" in nature, while others are "deficit". 

 

Critics argue that the concept to manage water flow, just like in electricity grid, could be potentially disastrous, since 

rivers aren't a man-made resource and the flow in such artificially networked rivers isn't two-way, i.e. the direction 

cannot be reversed. 

 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/govt-begins-work-on-controversial-river-link-project/article1-

1269942.aspx 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 
 

Government to Allow Foreign-funded Indian Firms to Sell 

Goods Online  
(Shambhavi Anand & Dilasha Seth, Economic Times, September 30, 2014) 

 

The government is likely to allow foreign-funded Indian firms to sell goods online if they make more than three-

fourths of their product range themselves at home as part of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's wider push to promote 

manufacturing, and to boost home-grown brands. 

 

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley had said in his July 10 budget that manufacturers will be allowed to sell goods online 

even if they have foreign investment provided they manufacture locally. The existing foreign investment policy does 

not allow any foreign direct investment (FDI) in e-commerce. It also does not define 'manufacturing'. 

 

Just before leaving for the US, the prime minister had on September 25 kicked off the 'Make in India' campaign in 

the presence of CEOs and industry captains, promising a transparent and secure environment to do business in the 

country as part of a strategy to boost domestic manufacturing, create more jobs and thus add to the growth impetus. 

 

However, the government hasn't indicated any rollback of the previous administration's decision to allow 51% FDI 

in the sector and a BJP member suggested there may be a review of the stance. 
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"There's hardly any company that manufactures everything on its own. Some items are sourced from third parties 

locally and some are imported. The government should take cues from RBI's definition of erstwhile export-oriented 

units which said that if 60% of the goods were exported, it would qualify as an EOU," said an expert. 

 

Jaitley had announced in the budget that manufacturing units would be allowed to sell products through retail chan-

nels, including ecommerce platforms, without any additional approvals. India allows 100% foreign investment in 

manufacturing. Though the government has not issued a notification based on the budget announcement, officials 

said a 'manufacturing' firm by definition makes all products on its own locally. But they said there is scope for re-

laxation on that front as well. 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/retail/government-to-allow-foreign-funded-indian-firms-to-

sell-goods-online/articleshow/43836918.cms 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

Government Sets up Task Force on Public Debt  

Management  
(Business Standard, October 01, 2014) 
 

This article highlights the setting up of four different task forces by the government on September 30, 20114 based 

on recommendations of the Financial Sector Legislative Reforms Commission (FSLRC). These task forces will lay 

a road map for upgradation of existing agencies in the financial sector and establishment of new ones, including the 

Public Debt Management Agency (PDMA). 

 

The task forces are on Financial Sector Appellate Tribunal (FSAT), Resolution Corporation (RC), PDMA, and Fi-

nancial Data Management Centre (FDMC). 

 

FSLRC, set up in March 2011 for rewriting financial-sector laws to bring them in harmony with the current require-

ments, had submitted its report to the government on March 22, 2013. It had recommended a non-sectoral, principle-

based, legislative architecture for the financial sector, including creation of PDMA to perform the function of debt 

management for the government. 

 

Functions of the task forces: 

 The PDMA task force will review international best practices in public debt management and develop an 

administrative plan that includes a design of the required physical infrastructure 

 The task force on FSAT will review global best practices of procedural rules and internal processes of courts 

and tribunals. It will also review the present rules of procedure for the Securities Appellate Tribunal 

 The FDMC task force will review the present practices of management of regulatory data in the country. 

 The one on RC would develop an organisation design for the corporation that would implement the Indian 

Financial Code. 

 All the four task forces have been given one year to submit their report. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/govt-sets-up-task-force-on-public-debt-management-

114093001153_1.html 

Date Accessed: 01.10.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 
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HEALTH 

No Infrastructure for Universal Health Coverage in India 
(Jyotsana Singh, Down To Earth, September 26, 2014) 
  

Inadequate health infrastructure is going to pose major problems in India’s progress towards the goal of Universal 

Health Coverage (UHC). In the past few years, the percentage of shortfall in basic infrastructure has increased, in-

stead of declining, says “The India Infrastructure Report, 2013-14,” which was released recently. 
 

Despite massive spending under the National Rural Health Mission, the shortfall in health sub centres increased by 

10 percent between 2005 and 2012. The number of primary health centres (PHCs), witnessed a shortfall of 9 percent 

during the same period. Only community health centres (CHCs) saw a 10 percent increase in infrastructure during 

2005-2012. 
 

According to this report, prepared by infrastructure development finance company limited (IDFC), low spending on 

health infrastructure has led to inadequacy in other facilities too. For example, in 2012, more than 25 percent of sub 

–centres did not have regular water and electric supply. In the same year, more than 10 percent of PHCs did not 

have regular water supply, and 8 percent of them did not have electricity. About a 3rd of PHCs did not have referral 

transport. More than 90 percent of CHCs did not have all the medical specialists required by their mandate. 30 per-

cent CHCs did not have the required number of beds. 
 

If the target of UHC has to become a reality, spending on and maintaining health infrastructure has to be the main 

priority of the Government. 
 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/no-infrastructure-universal-health-coverage-india-says-report 

Date Accessed: 28.09.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
 

Bid to Cleanse MCI; Rural Stint Plan 
(The Telegraph, September 30, 2014) 
 

The union Health and Family Welfare Ministry is working on roadmap to review regulation of medical education 

and the practice of medicine. In one of its concrete initiative, Union Ministry, is reviewing the functioning of the 

Medical Council of India and hopes to reform the apex regulatory body that has long been embroiled in controver-

sies linked to corruption involving medical colleges and doctors. Union Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan said, 

“We’re looking at this issue, and we would like to bring about radical transformation in the way the regulatory 

(agency) functions.” 

 

He also announced that the health ministry had written to the MCI seeking one year of rural service by postgraduate 

medical students. The proposal, meant to help alleviate the shortage of doctors in rural areas, is likely to be accepted 

but its details were not immediately available. However, a senior surgeon and former member of a government task 

force on medical education said that sending postgraduate medical students to rural areas would be “a waste of re-

sources” unless the rural sites have adequate health care infrastructure. 

 

Harsh Vardhan also outlined the Centre’s proposal for a Universal Health Assurance Mission (UHAM) that would 

provide 50 essential generic drugs and 30 ayurvedic drugs free at government hospitals and health centres. He said 

the mission would have a universal health insurance component and seek to provide free tertiary-level (hospital-

based) care to everyone below the poverty line. The rest will have to pay a low insurance premium. 

 

Union Minister also announced a proposal to establish departments for traditional medicine at the All India Institute 

of Medical Sciences, New Delhi, and the six new similar institutes coming up in Bhopal, Bhubaneswar, Jodhpur, 

Patna, Raipur and Rishikesh. 

 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140930/jsp/nation/story_18887493.jsp#.VCo36PmSwrk 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 
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Government to Launch Unique Health Insurance Scheme 
(India TV, September 29, 2014) 
 

A unique health insurance scheme would be part of the proposed Universal Health Assurance Mission (UHAM) of 

the central government, Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan said on September 29, 2014. 
 

"The health insurance scheme of the UHAM is poised to become the world's largest public health insurance pro-

gramme," Harsh Vardhan told the media at a briefing to list the achievement of his ministry in the first 100 days. He 

said that an autonomous UHAM agency will be formed to ensure above-board operations and genuine protection of 

the insured. 
 

The health ministry had set up an expert group to prepare the roadmap for the universal health mission, he added 

and the expert group submitted its report within eight weeks of its formation, which is currently under the considera-

tion of the health ministry. 
 

Asserting that his ministry was focussed on improving the health infrastructure in the country, the minister said that 

he was in favour of the decisions taken by the previous UPA government to introduce a rural cadre of doctors who 

would serve at primary health centres. 
 

The health minister said that he was trying to prevail upon the state governments to persuade their doctors towards 

rational use of antibiotics. He noted that, "If good quality generic drugs are available, then they should be used". 
 

Harsh Vardhan also said that he was in favour of a single National Eligibility Test (NET) for medical entrance ex-

ams in the country. The minister said that the new government has attached special importance to empowering the 

states so as to enable them to find solutions to localised health problems. 
 

Three new bills to regulate health research and facilitate clinical practices in areas like surrogacy and new systems 

of medicine have been finalised, he added. 
 

http://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india/government-to-launch-unique-health-insurance-scheme-42560.html 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 
 

ENERGY 

India’s Green Energy to be given a $1 Billion Push 
(Business Standard, September 30, 2014) 
 

India’s green energy sector will be one of the first sectors that would benefit from Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 

US trip. The sector awaits investments worth about $1 billion from US companies. 
 

IREDA (Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency) and the US Exim Bank would sign a $1 billion agreement 

to finance sourcing of components from the US for Indian renewable power projects. However, 30 per cent of the 

total equipments in the power project need to be domestically sourced. 
 

India aims to add about 4,500 MW of solar power capacity during the current financial year to the existing capacity 

of 2,600 Mw. However, the manufacturing capacity of solar panels in the country is just 1,500 Mw. To invite global 

players to the country, the ministry of new and renewable energy would also host the first-ever renewable energy 

global investment promotion meet in February next year. 70 per cent of Indian solar capacity is based on imported 

content, mostly from China and the US. The government recently quashed the imposition of dumping duty on im-

ported solar cells and modules from the US, China, Malaysia and Taiwan. 

 

According to a senior official, the loans are likely to give much-needed push to solar power project development. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/modi-visit-to-give-indian-green-energy-1-bn-push-

114093000051_1.html 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 
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As Energy Crisis Deepens India Turns to Nuclear Energy 
(Phys Org, Aditya Phatak, September 28, 2014) 

 

Energy-starved India relies on coal to produce two thirds of its electricity, but power blackouts are common and 

demand is rising quickly as the economy and middle class expand. 

 

On Wednesday, the Supreme Court cancelled over 200 coal mining permits making the need for alternative energy 
sources yet more pressing. 

 

"Concerns of power disruptions raised post the Supreme Court judgement on the coal issue show how reliance on 

single source of energy is unhealthy," said Amit Bhandari, energy and environment fellow at Gateway House, a 

Mumbai-based think-tank. 

 

India's 20 nuclear plants currently account for less than two percent of its power capacity, but the government wants 

to boost this to 25 percent by 2050. 

 

Modi has quickly set about trying to achieve that. He secured Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's pledge to speed up dis-

cussions on a nuclear agreement during a visit to Japan last month, before signing a deal with Australian Prime Min-

ister Tony Abbott that will pave the way for uranium sales to India. 

 

But foreign allies remain wary of providing such assistance to a nuclear-armed country that has not signed the non-

proliferation treaty to prevent the spread of atomic warheads. Japan wants assurances that no more nuclear weapons 

will be tested, a promise India is unlikely to give publicly. 

 

India currently has one of the world's largest reserves of thorium—a nuclear fuel that is safer to use than uranium. 

But the country has yet to master the technology that would allow it to use thorium-based reactors to create power. 

Until it does, New Delhi needs to keep importing uranium, since its own reserves of the radioactive element's ore are 

modest. 

 

http://phys.org/news/2014-09-india-nuclear-energy-crisis-deepens.html 
Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

ENVIRONMENT 

Message to India from UN: Empower City Mayors to Curb 

Emissions 
(Aarthi Gunnupuri, Down To Earth, September 28, 2014) 

 

At the UN climate summit in New York on 23 September 2014, making cities sustainable was one of the eight ac-

tion areas identified. A special global Compact of Mayors was announced at the summit that will help Mayors to set 

targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and report emissions and reductions through a self-registration 

tool called the Carbonn registry. Cities like London, Copenhagen, Washington DC and Yokohama have committed 

to reduction of over 70 per cent emissions by 2015. 

 

However, no city except Delhi is part of the Compact. And even Delhi has set targets only on renewable energy, 

completely disregarding emissions. As per the Carbonn registry, the city aims to increase its use of renewable en-

ergy by 9 per cent by 2017. A major motivation for cities to directly reduce greenhouse gas emissions could be im-

proving livability. This is because reduced emissions translate into better public transport, increased green cover and 

other benefits for residents. However, cities like Bengaluru and Mumbai that need to be made more livable ab-

stained from the Global Mayors Compact at the UN Climate Summit. It was noted that the post of Mayor is mostly 

political in nature in India, their tenures are too short for any substantial contribution from them. All the concerned  
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parties at the summit showed their concern regarding the absence of functional and political autonomy for the may-

ors of Indian cities. 

 

The President of International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives, David Cadman, said that if local govern-

ments put their mind to making changes and taking initiatives, then changes could be achieved. He said, “Cities 

offer, potentially, the biggest single part of the solution to climate change. We have been designing cities wrong and 

spreading them out too much.” According to David Cadman, on an average, cities lose 10 per cent of their income 

to congestion and 5 per cent to pollution. There is, thus, an immediate need to strengthen local governments and 

start with cities in order to make larger leaps forward. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/message-india-un-empower-city-mayors-curb-emissions 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
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GENDER 

Gender Gap in Wages Declines but Working Conditions 

Worsen 
(Dipti Jain, Livemint, September 24, 2014) 

 

The NSSO’s 68th round looked at the ‘Informal Sector and Conditions of Employment in India’ for 2011-12, and 

covered all occupations except crop-based farming; that is 55% of the Indian workforce. Data from the National 

Sample Survey Office (NSSO) shows that the average wage rate for women is now one-fifth lower than men’s com-

pared to a gap of 29.2% in 2004-05. This shows that even though the wages of women in India are still lower than 

that of men, however this gender gap in wages is reducing over time. Analysts say that this decline may be due to 

decline in the women’s workforce. A supply-side crunch in the terms of women employees must have therefore led 

to this decline in wage gap. 

 

This may be due to two reasons. Firstly, due to a rise in family incomes, particularly in the rural areas, many women 

have quit demanding farm jobs. Secondly, with more women increasingly opting for education, the number of 

women in farm jobs has reduced; adding to the supply crunch. Moreover, as MGNREGA has standardized wages, 

the difference in wages between men and women in other job sectors too has declined. Along with these, there is 

encouraged women’s participation in workforce and awareness of gender rights. 

 

However, this improvement in gender rights has not transgressed into better working conditions. There is an in-

crease in number of people employed without written contracts, and this rise is sharper for men. The share of the 

construction sector in overall employment more than doubled to 9.6% in 2009-10 from 4.4% in 1999-2000. In this 

regard, it needs to be noted that this sector is where most migrants get employed and they seldom demand contracts, 

and also labour laws are easily breached here. What also needs to be noticed is that, as employers are paying more, 

they are also being stringent with benefits. This is seen, as about 7 out of every 10 workers are not eligible for paid 

leave; this figure is higher than the 66% ratio seen in 2004-05. As per the survey, a higher proportion of women, 

about 75%, are not eligible for social security benefits. It is probable that a faster rise in wages and a higher propor-

tion of temporary jobs for women has pushed women out of the eligibility criteria for social sector benefits. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/TyTv1W2UFGFKhVEI0e8SsI/Gender-pay-gap-decreases-but-working-

conditions-worsen.html 

Date Accessed: 28.09.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Bihar Massacre Case Finally Decided After 40 Years 
(Daijiworld.com, September 29, 2014) 

  

A case dating back to 1974 attainted closure when the Supreme Court upheld the life imprisonment awarded to three 

people. 40 years back a mob had attacked a minority village in Bihar over a land dispute. 

 

The bench rejected the convict’s appeal that they were mere onlookers in the event and did not participate in unlaw-

ful activities. Each of the accused was found to play a crucial role in the violence and was convicted under section 

149 of the Indian Penal Code. 

 

Surang Lal Yadav of Santhala community led a mob of over 400 people and attacked Singhimari village in 1974 

killing 14 people and injuring many. The crowd also looted the villages and burnt houses. “The attack was rooted in 

a dispute over a piece of government land which was in unauthorized occupation of Santhalas but was encroached 

upon by victims - the Badhyas.” 

 

Many charge sheets were filed but most were shown as absconders. Though 27 people were put to trial but charges 
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were framed against 18 only. Out of this, seven were awarded life imprisonment. “The Patna High Court acquitted 

two but upheld the sentences of five, of whom three moved the apex court in appeal, where their life sentence was 

upheld. 

 

http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=267281 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

REGIONALISM 

Meghalaya Floods Toll Rises to 52, NDRF Suspends  

Operations 
(The New Indian Express, September 28, 2014) 

 

Officials report that the death toll in Meghalaya due to floods has risen to 52. The National Disaster Response Force 

has suspended its search and rescue efforts in Garo Hills region in the western part of the state and has turned its 

attention to ferrying medical officials and providing relief materials to the flood-hit victims. 

 

Flood has affected at least 1,172 villages across 27 blocks in the state, displacing more than two lakh people. They 

are currently being housed in 108 relief camps. The worst hit area is the Goalpara district where over 20 people have 

lost their lives including nine children. Moreover, the region is without electricity for the last seven days. 

 

National Highway 51 and 62 have been restored but motor movement is still limited as the National Highway 37 in 

Assam's Goalpara district is still under water. Restoring transportation is the current priority of the officials but this 

will be difficult, as bridges have been washed away. Thus, stocks are now being airlifted. “Public Health Engineer-

ing (PHE) officials have distributed chlorine tablets and bleaching powder to prevent any outbreak of waterborne 

diseases.” 

 

The Chief Minister has written a memorandum asking for a relief of INR 2,000 crores. Meanwhile Minister of State 

for Home has conducted aerial surveys but relief packages will only be provided when the PM is back in the coun-

try. 

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/Meghalaya-Floods-Toll-Rises-to-52-NDRF-Suspends-

Operations/2014/09/28/article2453598.ece 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

Andhra Pradesh to Create Farmers' Welfare Corporation 
(The Hindu Business Line, September 30, 2014) 

 

The Andhra Pradesh Government has decided to create a Farmers' Empowerment Corporation as an umbrella body 

to take care of the farm sector issues. 

 

To be set up with an initial corpus of about Rs. 7,000 crore, the new corporation's immediate mandate is to take care 

of the farm loan reshedulement which will enable farmers to access fresh loans. 

 

A decision on the creation of new corporation, which will also be linked to various other state corporations relating 

to the farm sector, was taken on Monday evening (September 29) at a meeting that Chief Minister N Chandrababu 

Naidu had with the bankers. 

 

The corporation will repay the crop loans taken by farmers from the bankers, issue certificates which can be used in 

banks and also augment additional resources. 
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The State Government had provided for Rs. 5,000 crore in the recent annual Budget for the agriculture and plans to 

pool in additional amount of Rs. 2,000 crore to take the corpus to Rs. 7,000 crore. 

 

According to YS Sujana Choudary, MP and head of a committee looking in resource mobilisation, the State Cabinet 

slated to meet on October 1 will formalise the creation of new Corporation. He said the Government is keen that the 

farmers do not face any hardship in accessing fresh crop loans. 

 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/states/ap-to-create-farmers-welfare-corporation/article6459970.ece 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

Kerala Imposes Several Tax Hikes to Make Up for Revenue 

Loss 
(Cindrella Shah, CMIE, September 24, 2014) 

 

Kerala government has announced several tax hikes on 17th September 2014.  This has been done in order to make 

up for revenue losses arising from the government’s decision to ban liquor in the next ten years. As retail liquor 

shops are being phased out, revenues are expected to drop abruptly. With the ban on liquor, the state is expected to 

loose an additional Rs. 18 billion in the current fiscal. As against this, the proposed tax raise is anticipated to mobi-

lise total revenue worth around Rs. 20 billion. 

 

Besides other commodities, the taxes are targeted at Indian Made Foreign Liquor (IMFL), wine and beer, cigarette 

and tobacco. The tax on IMFL will alone fetch additional revenue of Rs. 11.3 billion annually. Apart from the raise 

on intoxicants, a five per cent cess will be charged for rehabilitation of workers who lose their jobs due to closure of 

bars. Additionally, fee charged for availing services from government (exceeding Rs. 10) has also been increased, 

excluding education fee. This move is likely to bring in Rs. 3 billion to the state exchequer. Water tariffs have also 

been hiked by 50 per cent to 60 per cent from the current charges depending on the slab of consumption (over 

10,1000 litres of consumption). This increase is expected to raise Rs. 2 billion and will plug deep losses faced by 

Kerala Water Authority (KWA) from large revenue and expenditure gaps. 

 

Plantation taxes have also been increased by the state on plantation crops such as coconut, arecanut, rubber, coffee, 

tea, cardamom and pepper. This plantation tax hike is likely to affect rubber planters in the state, facing a steep fall 

in rubber prices recently. Prices of rubber have fallen by over 10 per cent year-on-year in the last four months. Av-

erage price of natural rubber fell by nearly 30 per cent y-o-y in August 2014; the largest drop in the last three years. 

 

http://www.cmie.com/kommon/bin/sr.php?

kall=wclrdhtm&nvdt=20140924174357396&nvpc=099000000000&nvtype=INSIGHTS 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

 

SOCIAL CONFLICT AND VIOLENCE 

Vadodara Riots: Over 200 Held, Situation Remains Tense 
(Zeenews, September 30, 2014) 

  

Communal violence erupted in Vadodara after derogatory posts about a religion were put up on a social networking 

site. Three incidents of stabbing, cases of stone pelting, looting and arson have been reported in some places. The 

police have arrested over 200 in relation to the violence in the city. 

 

The areas that have been affected include Yakutpura, Panjrapole, Fatehpura and Kumbharvada. However, the ad-

ministration has not imposed a curfew, as incidents were sporadic in nature. 

 

S O C I E T Y  
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The Joint Commissioner of the police said that arrests were made as a preventive measure. Moreover, a tight vigil 

is being maintained. Six senior Indian Police Service Officers have been stationed while officials are monitoring 

the situation. 

 

Though no new incident has been reported, the situation is still tensed. “Thirteen companies of the State Reserve 

Police (SRP), a company each of BSF, CRPF and RAF apart from the city police have been deployed. A company 

comprises around 80 to 90 personnel.” 

 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/gujarat/vadodara-riots-over-200-held-situation-remains-tense_1477929.html 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Catalonia Independence Referendum Halted by Spain’s 

Constitutional Court 
(Ashifa Kassam, The Guardian, September 29, 2014) 

 

Spain’s constitutional court has suspended the planned referendum in Catalonia. In a special meeting on Monday the 

court unanimously agreed to hear the central government’s court challenge to the referendum. The decision auto-

matically suspends the referendum, as well as the law that allowed the regional government to call the vote, for up 

to five months. 

 

Calling the vote “anti-democratic,” Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy said the country’s constitution prevented any 

region from unilaterally making decisions that affected all Spaniards. The court said it would allow both parties to 

submit arguments.  

 

Catalan leader, Artur Mas has already said that he will try to convince the tribunal to lift the suspension so that the 

vote can go ahead as planned on 9 November. 

 

Until the court’s announcement, the legal limbo surrounding the referendum had allowed the campaign to begin. 

Catalonia’s vice-president, Joana Ortega, standing in front of half a dozen ballot boxes, said authorities were prepar-

ing more than 10,000 ballot boxes and six million ballots, while the pro-independence groups Catalan National As-

sembly and Òmnium Cultural began recruiting 100,000 volunteers for door-to-door canvassing. 

 

As the constitutional court met in Madrid, Mas presented a “white book,” an 18-chapter document, in Barcelona 

outlining the steps Catalonia would need to take in sectors such as defence, social security and financial viability 

were it to break away from Spain. 

 

Francesc Homs, the Catalan government spokesman, insisted the sovereignty process would continue regardless of 

Madrid’s position. Polls show a majority of Catalans would like a vote to be held. The central government “think 

they’re killing it, but I’m convinced that what this does is reinforce the movement in Catalonia”, Homs said. 

 

If the constitutional court did suspend the referendum, he said, the Catalan government would find a way to allow 

the vote to go forward. 

                                                                                                                                                   

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/sep/29/catalonia-independence-referendum-spain-court-vote 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

Increased Pension Coverage Key to Future Global  

Development Agenda, says ILO 
(UN News Centre, September 30, 2014) 
 

This article highlights the findings of a recent report by the International Labour Organization (ILO) titled ‘Social 

Protection for older persons: Key policy trends and statistics’. The report reveals that 48 per cent of the world’s pen-

sionable population does not receive a retirement benefit while, for many of the 52 per cent who do, coverage tends 

to be inadequate. 

 

According to ILO, the trend of fiscal consolidation spurred by austerity has led to a contraction in social protection 

for older persons. These include cuts in health and other social services, the reduction of benefits and increase in 

contribution rates and the raising of the retirement age. “It is alarming that future pensioners will receive lower pen-

sions in at least 14 European countries by 2050,” noted Ms. Ortiz. 

 

I N D I A ’ S  W O R L D  
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“Public social security systems with strong social protection floors are essential for economic recovery, inclusive 

development and social justice, and therefore must be an integral part of the post-2015 development agenda,” con-

cluded Ms. Ortiz, referring to the new development agenda that will succeed the landmark Millennium Development 

Goals (MDGs), set to expire in 2015. 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48963#.VCu3UfmSzKA 

Date Accessed: 30.9.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

China Heads for National Emissions Trading 
(East Asia Forum, September 23, 2014) 

 

China’s National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) recently announced that a national emissions trad-

ing scheme would start as early as 2016. China is steadily pushing towards the trading scheme. But, for carbon pric-

ing to be effective, China’s energy sector needs to undergo market reform, which will benefit not only the environ-

ment but also China’s economic growth. This push was followed by an announcement by China’s National Devel-

opment and Reform Commission that China’s national carbon market would encompass three to four billion tonnes 

of carbon dioxide by 2020 — twice the size of the EU emissions trading scheme. China’s carbon trading market 

would be worth between US$10–65 trillion. 

 

Pervasive government direction still drives China’s energy sector, especially in the power sector where much of 

China’s emissions savings could come from. Energy sector reforms are envisioned in China to make emissions trad-

ing — or a carbon tax — work properly. Such reforms follow the Chinese leadership’s ambition to allow the market 

to play a more central role in determining economic decisions. 

 

 Most of the changes will benefit the environment by reducing pollution and cost of energy production. Another 

benefit is creation of a predictable energy system with greater reliance on renewable energy and re-orienting the 

economy towards high value-added manufacturing and services. 

 

Restricting carbon emissions by fixing a price tag could help improve the quality of China’s economic growth. Cut-

ting carbon emissions is high on Chinese political agenda as seen from the fact that the government is pushing hard 

for a national emissions trading scheme even when the seven pilot trading schemes have been in operation for only 

about a year. 

 

http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2014/09/23/energy-market-reform-needed-as-china-heads-for-national-emissions-

trading/ 

Date Accessed: 25.09.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

Australian Deal to Settle Refugees in Cambodia Criticised 
(CNN, September 26, 2014) 

 

Australia has struck a deal with Cambodia to settle refugees in the southeast Asian nation and in return, Australia 

will contribute $35 million in additional aid. 

 

Australia's Immigration Minister Scott Morrison was in Phnom Penh Friday to sign the agreement, as protesters 

there demonstrated outside the Australian Embassy. Morrison said that the deal would initially apply to refugees 

being held on Australia's offshore detention centre on Nauru, more than 200 of whom had been granted refugee 

status. Instead of finding refuge in their target destination, asylum seekers would instead be settled in Cambodia, 

one of southeast Asia's poorest nations. "This is a voluntary arrangement. No-one is forcing anyone to go any-

where," Morrison said. 

 

 

I N D I A ’ S  W O R L D  
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The plan to outsource refugees to an impoverished country has drawn widespread criticism. The Australian govern-

ment recently criticized Cambodia's human rights record, criticizing its military for killing street protesters, quash-

ing political opposition and detaining people without trial. Cambodia rates 160th out of 177 countries on Transpar-

ency International's corruption perceptions index. 

 

Australian senator Sarah Hanson-Young quoted Human rights organization saying, “the incidence of rape and sex-

ual exploitation is on the rise in Cambodia, especially for girls and young women. The moment these girls step off 

the plane, they will be put at risk.” 

 

About 1,200 asylum seekers are currently detained in Nauru out of which more than 200 found were to be genuine 

refugees. Refugee advocate David Manne, executive director of Australia's Refugee and Immigration Legal Centre, 

said for Cambodia, "It's a country that can barely meet the needs of its own population, let alone the basic needs of 

refugees. The reality is that refugees will be forced to live a life of danger and despair on the margins." 

 

http://edition.cnn.com/2014/09/26/world/asia/australia-cambodia-refugee-deal/index.html?hpt=ias_c2 

 Date Accessed: 28.09.2014 

 (Afreen Faridi) 

 

SOUTH ASIA 
Bangladesh Becoming Gold Smuggling Hub: Officials 
(Ali Raza, The Frontier Post, September 25, 2014) 

 

On 24th September 2014, the Bangladesh customs intelligence chief, Mainul Hossain Khan, said that Bangladesh 

has seen a huge leap in gold smuggling to neighbouring India. He said that his team has been regularly catching 

gold smugglers at the country’s two international airports. The bullion is chiefly brought in from the Middle East 

and is believed to be destined for India. 

 

The incidence smuggling has jumped up after India increased duties on gold imports in April 2013. Due to this, it 

has become cheaper to bring gold in to the neighbouring Bangladesh and then smuggle it to India that is one of the 

world’s biggest gold importers. To tackle the problem, Bangladesh raised its own import tariffs by 20 times in July 

2014, bringing them into line with those of India. However, that has barely been of any help. 

 

Customs commissioner Hossain Ahmed said that the gold being seized at the airport was likely only the tip of the 

iceberg, with most of the contraband metal being smuggled into India across the more than 4,000-kilometre border 

through land routes. Officials also said the increase in gold seizures might be due to increased enforcement efforts. 

Meanwhile, all the bullion that is seized is being added to the gold reserves at the Bangladesh’s central bank. 

 

http://www.thefrontierpost.com/bangladesh-becoming-gold-smuggling-hub-officials/ 

Date Accessed: 29.09.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

EAST AND SOUTH EAST ASIA 

Hong Kong Leader Says Beijing Won’t Back Down 
(Kelvin Chan, Louise Watt and Joanna Chiu, The Washington Post, September 30, 2014) 

  

The pro-democracy movement in Hong Kong set October 1 as deadline for the city’s Chief Executive, Leung Chun-

ying, to meet their demands. A new civil disobedience plan would be announced if demands were not met. The 

movement has gained momentum as more people are gathering on the streets. Fireworks to celebrate China’s Na-

tional Holiday were also called off in lieu of the protest. 

 

Hong Kong Chief Executive, Leung Chun-ying has urged the protesters to call off the protest in consideration of 

other citizens as the “communist leaders in Beijing would not back down from the August decision to restrict voting  
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reforms for the first direct elections to pick his successor in 2017.” 

 

The movement has been strong even though tear gas was fired on the protesters last week. 87 round of tear gas in-

jured 41 people including 12 officers. Students continued to occupy highway close to local government headquar-

ters. “The encampment was also edging closer to the heart of the city’s financial district.” People have termed the 

movement as “umbrella revolution” because they using umbrellas to protect themselves from the heat and the pep-

per spray of the police. 

 

China had promised civil liberties to Hong Kong when it took over the city in 1997. However, Beijing has asserted 

to choose the candidates for upcoming election in Hong Kong. “The move is viewed by many residents as reneging 

on promises to allow greater democracy.” 

 

Though China has taken hard line stand on any anti-government protest, however, such a response will not be feasi-

ble in Hong Kong because of free media will ensure global visibility. 

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/protesters-spend-peaceful-night-in-hong-

kong/2014/09/29/1cd4ed36-483a-11e4-a4bf-794ab74e90f0_story.html  

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

EUROPE 

Ukraine Government Forces Clash With Rebels in Donetsk 
(Nick Shchetko, The Wall Street Journal, September 29, 2014) 

 

Clashes between Kiev’s forces and pro-Russian rebels took place around the Donetsk airport leaving 12 dead. The 

Donetsk area is a “strategically and symbolically important site that is the only part of the city held by the govern-

ment.” 

 

The attack led to the death of nine government soldiers and injured 27 Three civilians were also killed. “Despite 

repeated clashes, both Russian and Ukrainian officials have said the Sept. 5 truce that left a swath of eastern Ukraine 

under separatist control will hold.” 

 

The governor of the neighboring Dnipropetrovsk region has said that the ceasefire will hold if Ukraine gives up the 

airport however the Kiev military leaders have no intention of giving it up. 

 

Angela Merkel, German Chancellor, has said that the Western pressure on Russia must be maintained and Europe is 

far from reconsidering the sanctions imposed by it on Russia. However, she stressed the importance of looking for 

alternative solutions while maintaining political pressure. 

 

To increase the pressure on Russian, Germany will have to reduce its dependence on Russia for gas supply. Cur-

rently, one third of its gas requirements come from Russia. 

 

http://online.wsj.com/articles/ukraine-government-forces-clash-with-rebels-in-donetsk-1412000180 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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