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Key Message  
 

 

Policy Watch is a key instrument of RGICS's vision and strategy.  

RGICS's core vision is opening up the Indian state to peoples' voice -- in its leg-

islative, executive and judicial functions.  

Elected representatives and political parties have a central responsibility in chan-

neling peoples' voice into the functioning of the State. In turn, this requires en-

hancing the knowledge and capacity of elected representatives and political par-

ties on State policy. 

Policy Watch informs elected representatives and other political leaders about 

key policy developments nationally and globally. This will enable them to inter-

vene in policy decision making and reflect people's voice.  

Produced by a dedicated and talented team of scholars at RGICS, led by our 

young RG-RALs, Policy Watch is a unique product that presents information and 

analysis about policy for a political audience.  Policy Watch has by now covered 

over a thousand policy issues. 
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C O V E R  S T O R Y  

Regularizing Sex Work in India 
 

Introduction 

A study on Sex Trafficking in November 2013(By Dasra, The Hummingbird Trust and Kamonohashi Project) re-

vealed that India has approximately 20 million commercial sex workers. The report also identified three lakh broth-

els in 1,100 identified red-light areas, housing nearly five million children in addition to commercial sex workers 

(Dasra et al, 2013). These sex workers constitute amongst the most exploited and vulnerable groups, with no re-

course to rights or justice. The situation of these sex workers is worsened by the fact that while the law in India does 

not criminalize sex work per-se, it also does not provide any regulations for or rights to them either. Taking this in 

account, in April 2014, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, recommended to the government of In-

dia a “Review the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 that de facto criminalizes sex work and ensure that meas-

ures to address trafficking in persons do not overshadow the need for effective measures to protect the human rights 

of sex workers” (UNHRC, 2014). There is therefore an urgent need to review existing laws and put into place a 

regulatory framework for sex workers so that they can lead a life of dignity and escape the cycle of violence and 

exploitation they face on a daily basis. 

 

Sex Work and Law 

In India, the Immoral Traffic Prevention Act (ITPA), 1956, places sex work under a grey zone between legal and 

illegal. Under this status of ‘limited legality’, sex work per se is not a criminal offense. However, ITPA penalizes 

various aspects of sex work including: 
 

 keeping a brothel or allowing a premise to be used as a brothel 

 living on the earnings of prostitution any other person (applicable to persons above 18 years of age ) 

 procuring, inducing or taking persons for the sake of prostitution  

 detaining a person in a premises where prostitution is carried out  

 prostitution in, or in the vicinity of, public places  

 seducing or soliciting for the purpose of prostitution  

 seducing a person in custody  
 

The provisions of ITPA are intended to curtail trafficking and not sex-work. However, provisions on rescue and 

rehabilitation, as well as stringent action against exploiters including the eviction of brothels, surveillance, extern-

ment have often led to targeting of sex-workers. The National Commission on Women (NCW) has suggested that 

amendments be made to ITPA in order for it to be less discriminatory to sex workers. These include:  
 

Table:  Major Amendments to ITPA as Suggested by the National Commission of Women 

Source: http://ncw.nic.in/frmReportLaws03.aspx  

http://ncw.nic.in/frmReportLaws03.aspx
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Distinguishing Trafficking and Sex Work 

Research on sex work in India points that the underlying reason for the exploitation of sex workers (by manipulating 

ITPA) stem from a lack of distinction between sex work and trafficking. However, it is important that these two 

issues not be conflated and should be considered in their own right. 

 

Table: Difference between Sex Work and Trafficking 

 

 

Source: compiled from different sources 

 

While the stand of zero-tolerance towards those trafficked into the flesh trade is in compliance with international 

norms, denying rights to those who voluntarily enter into sex work have led to vulnerability and exploitation. 

 

Sex Workers and Vulnerability 

Labour rights:  Studies show that in the last decade, the demand for commercial sex workers has been met through 

a massive increase in the number of girls trafficked.  With a rise in numbers, the wages of sex workers have seen a 

50 % decline, while earnings of traffickers have enjoyed a profit margin of over 70 per cent making this currently 

one of the most lucrative industries in the country (Dasra et al, 2013). In the absence of a policy discourse, sex 

workers cannot demand protection of wages, healthy working conditions, right to change profession or other labour 

rights available to workers within the organized sector in India. There is also a need to bring sex workers under the 

ambit of the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013.  

 

Health: According to recent statistics, In India, women account for around one million out of 2.5 million estimated 

number of people living with HIV/AIDS. The National Aids Control Organization estimates that around 4.9% of 

Female Sex Workers (FSWs) in India are HIV- positive. Further, two out of every five female sex workers (FSWs) 

in India could be suffering from HIV infection and carry more than 50-times increased risk of getting infected dur-

ing their lifetime (Sinha, 2012). However, due to the stigma attached to sex work, accessing health care is a major 

concern for sex workers.  

 

Systemic violence: Sex workers face an onslaught of police atrocities, are denied access to education, legal support, 

face forced rehabilitation and are victims of systemic violence which occurs in the absence of laws and regulations. 

Sex workers face family and partner violence on an ongoing basis, but due to police apathy results in denial of ac-

cess to provisions under the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act (PWDVA 2005). Worse, sex work-

ers report being arrested under various provisions of the penal code. They are produced in court and released on the 

payment of fines. Most sex workers choose not to contest their arrest under these provisions since they find it easier 

to pay fines and be released. “For sex workers, the State is an instrument of violence; feared, rather than seen as 

protectors of rights. People in positions of authority routinely demand sexual favours from sex workers for speedy 

redress of grievance or accessing entitlements. They regularly verbally abuse sex workers using specific sexual in-

nuendo and language. The law enforcement is regarded by sex workers as the most repressive state agency. Police 

abuse sex workers, illegally detain, sexually assault and torture them in custody” (Pai et al, 2014). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

C O V E R  S T O R Y  

Sex Work  
 Exchange of sexual services for money or 

goods between adults  
 Involves consent  
 Is a means to earn livelihood  
 Involves possibility of termination or change 

to another means of earning through choice 

Trafficking  
 The induction into sex trade through force, 

coercion, fraud or deception  
 Involves coercion or trickery or both  
 Most victims of trafficking have no control 

over financial exchanges involving them 
 Cannot be ended through choice because of 

force, coercion or fraud 
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Table: Sex Workers and Police Violence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CEDAW/Shared%20Documents/Ind/

INT_CEDAW_NGO_Ind_17395_E.pdf 
 

Social rights: Sex workers are also denied social rights enjoyed by the citizens of the country. Sex workers cannot 

raise their children or be recognised as a legitimate family unit. The Juvenile Justice Act (2000) for example defines 

the children of sex workers as ‘neglected children’ (Ghosh, 2008). Sex workers have also been denied the right to 

vote, access to entitlements under the public distribution system, welfare schemes etc.  

In order to tackle the multiple forms of exploitation meted out to sex workers, there is an urgent need for India to 

adopt a policy framework for sex work. In this context, analyzing best practices from different countries can be use-

ful. 
 

International Practices on Sex work 

Internationally, different countries have different laws on sex-work. A survey of 100 countries by ProCon.org re-

vealed that 50 countries in the world have legalized sex work. The table below gives a glimpse of provisions in 

some selected countries. 

 

 Table: Legal provisions in some selected counties 

C O V E R  S T O R Y  

http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CEDAW/Shared%20Documents/Ind/INT_CEDAW_NGO_Ind_17395_E.pdf
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CEDAW/Shared%20Documents/Ind/INT_CEDAW_NGO_Ind_17395_E.pdf
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Source: http://prostitution.procon.org/view.resource.php?resourceID=000772#china 

 

The analysis of legal provisions show that in many countries where prostitution is legal it applies to adults over 18 

years of age and  involves contracts, social benefits like pension, health insurance, regular wages and working hours. 

However, many countries continue to have provisions against pimping as they are seen as middle men who exploit 

sex-workers.  

 

If India were to adopt a legal framework for sex workers, it would strengthen their access to basic rights such as 

those available in other countries. With a regulatory framework in place, sex workers would be able to avail of the 

social, economic, political and civil rights that they are entitled to as citizens of India. 

Consenting adults would be able to buy or sell sex without fear or police harassment, guard against arbitrary deten-

tion, register their businesses and avail medical facilities and legal protection. It would also enable them to register 

their work, get proper documentation and avail benefits under schemes such as Aadhar and PDS.  

 

Conclusion: Regularising Sex Work in India 

In India sex workers’ movements such as the National Network of Sex Workers have been demanding decriminali-

zation of sex work since the past decade. In addition, while legalization of sex work is problematic, regularization 

could be a viable option if it is coupled with an adequate policy framework.  

 

The proponents of this approach believe that it is important to bring sex workers under the ambit of the organized 

sector of the economy and views sex work as another element of the unorganized sector such as domestic work or 

unorganized industrial labour. The approach of regularization has merit as it would remove sex work from the pur-

view of criminal activities and also lead to them having labour rights available to other wage earners in the country. 

Country Status of Pros-

titution 

Provisions 

Canada Legal In year 2013, The Supreme Court of Canada has struck down the country's 

anti-prostitution laws in a unanimous decision, and given Parliament one 

year to come up with new legislation — should it choose to do so 

Colombia Legal Adult prostitution is legal in designated ‘tolerance zones’. 

Germany Legal Legal contracts between prostitutes and clients can be established. The 

government withholds a portion of their earnings to pay social benefits like 

pensions and health insurance and to guarantee a regular 40-hour-

workweek. Sex workers can unionize. 

Singapore Legal Prostitution is legal in Singapore but pimping and public solicitations are 

not. Licensed brothels operate in designated areas 

Ecuador Legal Prostitution is legal for persons over the age of 18 so long as the businesses 

are registered with the government and follow health regulations. 

Mexico Legal Prostitution is decriminalized and regulated at the state level. Where regu-

lated they must be at least 18, registered, pay for and receive health checks, 

and carry their health card. It cannot be in public though many cities have a 

red light district or "zona roja." 

Netherlands Legal Prostitutes must be over 18 and clients must be over 16. Prostitutes must 

register and pay taxes. Brothel Ownership:  Subject to licensing and zoning 

requirements. 
Pimping:  Living off income from a prostitute is legal if it doesn't involve 

coercion. 

New Zealand Legal Since 2003 prostitution has been decriminalized. It is legal for citizens over 

18 years old. Brothel Owners must be over 18 years old, a citizen of New 

Zealand or Australia, and have an Operator's Certificate. Only applicants 

with serious criminal convictions will be denied. 
  

Norway Limited Legal-

ity 
Selling sexual services is legal. Purchasing sex is illegal. Brothel owner-

ship and pimping are illegal. 

C O V E R  S T O R Y  

http://prostitution.procon.org/view.resource.php?resourceID=000772#china
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Macro Economic Dimension of India: Inflation Rates for the Month 

of August, 2014  
 

General Inflation Rates in Indian States: August, 2014 (%)  
 
 

H E A D L I N E S  

States Rural Urban General 

All India 8.33 7.04 7.86 

Northern Region       

Jammu & Kashmir 7.39 6.16 6.97 

Himachal Pradesh 8.15 7.03 7.93 

Punjab 8.66 6.25 7.48 

Chandigarh 7.15 8.03 7.98 

Uttarakhand 8.89 5.57 7.73 

Haryana 7.11 6.88 7.01 

Delhi 5.72 5.67 5.67 

Uttar Pradesh 8.93 7.78 8.84 

Western Region       

Rajasthan 9.61 7.27 8.76 

Gujarat 7.53 5.96 4.29 

Maharashtra 6.78 2.72 8.20 

Goa 11.20 8.18 7.19 

Lakshadweep 11.33 2.98 18.51 

Daman & Die 8.63 7.56 -0.23 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli 7.37 2.75 15.01 

Central Region       

Madhya Pradesh 6.87 6.78 6.66 

Chattishgarh 10.16 6.60 7.29 

Southern Region       

Andhra Pradesh 5.76 4.71 9.87 

Karnakata 5.76 4.71 9.87 

Kerala 5.97 18.0 3.25 

Tamil Nadu 6.45 8.05 6.70 

Puducherry 8.13 8.72 7.22 

Andaman & Nicobar Island 8.82 3.59 6.40 
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Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index (CPI) data 

of MOSPI. There is one month time lag in CPI data (New Series 2010=100) provided by MOSPI, Govern-

ment of India. 
 

Inflation Rates across the states indicate the following   

 18 states have more than All-India inflation rate in their rural sectors 

 18 states have more than All-India inflation rate in their urban sector 

 18 states have more than All-India inflation rate in general 

 Tripura has the highest inflation rate in India 

 

 
 

Myanmar’s Rohingya Stuck in Refugee Limbo in India 
(Nita Bhalla, Reuters, September 15, 2014) 
 

This article highlights the problems faced by the Rohingya community, due to being stateless. Though the Rohingya 

minority have lived in Myanmar for generations, the predominantly Buddhist government passed a citizenship law 

in 1982 which excluded them, depriving them of the identity cards required for everything from schooling, mar-

riage, getting birth certificate or seeking employment. They were rendered stateless. Hundreds from the minority 

died in communal violence between Buddhists and Rohingya in 2012, worsening the conditions and in the last two 

years, more than 86,000 Rohingya have left, for countries like India, Thailand, Malaysia and Bangladesh. 

 

According to United Nations Refugee agency (UNHCR), there are around 9,000 Rohingya registered in Delhi. And 

thousands other live unregistered in other cities such as Jammu and Hyderabad. They live degraded lives in tented 

settlements around the city, and collect garbage or engage in manual labour for a living. They have no access to edu-

cation or health services, due to lack of identity documents. For the same reasons, they do not get accommodation or 

employment easily. Mostly, they sleep on roadsides or patches of wasteland and therefore, they regularly get har-

assed by the authorities. 

 

 

H E A D L I N E S  

States Rural Urban General 

Northeastern Region       

Arunachal Pradesh 6.44 - - 

Assam 8.69 9.73 8.89 

Manipur 2.0 8.23 4.13 

Meghalaya 16.77 9.10 15.03 

Mizoram 13.81 5.99 9.56 

Nagaland 14.55 8.91 12.32 

Tripura 22.29 15.70 20.42 

Sikkim 8.69 8.56 8.66 

Eastern Region       

Bihar 10.38 8.16 10.06 

Jharkhand 6.43 8.78 9.31 

West Bengal 9.35 8.0 7.82 

Odisha 11.75 10.09 9.71 
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Meanwhile, New Delhi has twice blocked draft laws on refugee recognition. India, despite being home to some 

30,000 registered refugees, has no legal recognition of asylum seekers, depriving them of essential services like 

schools and hospitals. There is a need for permanent land arrangements for their stay. The Rohingya, unlike the Sri 

Lankan Tamils or Tibetans, do not even have basic rights. This need for going underground, when not provided asy-

lum, further increases vulnerability to militancy. In view of this problem, there needs to be a provision of identity 

documents, and a framework to deal with refugees. 

 

http://in.reuters.com/article/2014/09/15/foundation-stateless-india-rohingya-idINKBN0HA08Z20140915 

Date Accessed: 15.09.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

National AYUSH Mission Gets the Go-ahead 
(Press Information Bureau, September 15, 2014) 

 

The National AYUSH Mission was granted permission to be launched by the Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime 

Minister. AYUSH stands for Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy. The proposed 

Mission will support Governments of States and Union Territories in their efforts to provide AYUSH services and 

education to people, especially in vulnerable and inaccessible areas. 

 

India possesses a treasure trove of ancient systems of medicines like Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani and Homeopathy 

(ASU&H). These have been used for preventive and promotive health care for ages. The advantages of Indian sys-

tems of medicine lie in their diversity, flexibility, accessibility, affordability and a broad acceptance by a large sec-

tion of population. 

 

The Mission seeks to help in: 

 

 Improving AYUSH education through an increase in the number of upgraded educational institutions; 

 Providing better access to services under AYUSH by setting up more hospitals and dispensaries and ramping 

up current availability of drugs and manpower; 

 Providing a sustainable supply of quality raw materials for the system; and 

 Boosting the availability of quality ASU&H drugs to the public through increased number of pharmacies, 

drug laboratories and an improved enforcement mechanism. 

 This announcement is in line with the decision by the health ministers and policy makers from the 11 mem-

ber states of WHO Southeast Asia Region searching for ways to integrate traditional medicines into national 

healthcare systems. By this, they hope to achieve universal health coverage. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=109695 

Date Accessed: 15.09.2014 

(Afreen Faridi)  

H E A D L I N E S  
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Indian Economy to Grow at 5.6 per cent in 2014: UNCTAD 
(The Hindu, September 11, 2014) 

 

A report by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) said that the Indian economy 

will grow at a rate of 5.6 per cent in 2014 while developing economies as a whole will see between 4.5 and five per 

cent rise in economic expansion. The performance of mining, manufacturing and services sectors pushed India’s 

economic growth rate to a two-and-a-half-year high of 5.7 per cent in April-June quarter. 

 

Jayati Ghosh, Professor and economist at Jawaharlal Nehru University, while speaking at the report launch said that 

this growth might just be an economic bubble being generated as it was not based on sustained foundations such as 

demands of basic needs and infrastructure. Ghosh expressed her concerns over power sector issues, “all of which 

have taken public sector loans which are paid for finally by all of our money and which are never going to repay”.  

 

The UNCTAD report forecasts that growth will exceed 5.5 per cent in Asian and sub-Saharan countries but will 

remain subdued at around 2 per cent in North Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean. Meanwhile, transition 

economies are expected to further dip to around one per cent, from an already weak performance in 2013. China’s 

economy is slated to grow by 7.5 per cent in 2014. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/indian-economy-poised-to-grow-at-56-per-cent-in-2014-unctad/

article6399160.ece 

Date Accessed: 12.09.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

As Mining Curbs Bite, India Offers Market to Glut-hit Iron 

Ore 
(Manolo Serapio Jr, in.reuters.com, September 16, 2014) 

  

India, the third largest exporter of iron ore, is likely to start importing it due to domestic cutbacks. The country may 

have to ship in about 45 million tons of iron ore to meet steel production needs. 

 

As per government data, India imported 0.37 million tons of the steelmaking raw material in 2013/14. However, 

JSW Steel, India's third-largest maker of the alloy, will import 6 million tons of iron ore in 2014/15 against zero a 

year earlier. Imports are likely to come from Australia and South Africa. 

 

Karnataka, Goa, Jharkhand and Odisha have seen several closures of several mining operations. This has led to a 

decline in raw material for steel production in India. Supreme Court and government shut down illegal mining in 

Karnataka and Goa in 2011 and 2012 respectively, while production was shut in Odisha and Jharkhand this year. 

 

While bans have been lifted in production still has not started. According to the Indian Bureau of Mines, the nation’s 

mine production has declined from about 218 million in 2009/10 to 152 million tons in the year ended March 31. 

 

The prospect of higher demand from India comes at an opportune time for global iron ore miners. Iron ore fell to 

$81.90 a tons last week, it’s lowest since September 2009. However the relief may be temporary as the domestic 

shortage is due to government policy measures that could eventually be reversed. 

 

http://in.reuters.com/article/2014/09/16/india-ironore-idINKBN0HA27P20140916 
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Government Doubles Entry Limit of Highway Projects for 

PPPAC Approval 
(Exim News Service, September 16, 2014) 

 

The entry limit for highway projects has been doubled from Rs 500 crore to Rs 1,000 crore and above for approval 

of the Public-Private Partnership Appraisal Committee (PPPAC) by the union government. The move is expected to 

speed up awarding of projects in the infrastructure sector and receive private investment at a faster pace, as per the 

sources. The PPPAC, headed by the Secretary in the Economic Affairs Department, approve the amount of govern-

ment subsidy, or viability gap funding, required for projects being executed by the private sector. 

 

Last month, it was approved by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister to em-

power the Roads Ministry on two lines 

 To amend the model concession agreement. 

 To decide the mode of delivery of projects at the level of an inter-ministerial group headed by the Secretary, 

Department of Road Transport and Highways. 

 

Since its inception in 2006, the PPPAC has approved 272 Central sector project proposals worth Rs 2,96,579.6 

crore, including 223 national highways, 32 ports, two airports, one tourism infrastructure, eight housing and five 

sports stadia. 

 

http://www.eximin.net/NewsDetails.aspx?name=26740 
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POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE  

Know Your Customers Norms(KYC) to Become More strin-

gent 
(Remya Nair, Live Mint &Wall Street Journal, September 9, 2014) 

 

The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) is bringing out guidelines with stringent Know Your Customers (KYC) 

requirements. These requirements would insist on Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) of all foreign customers 

who hold accounts in banks in India. This is being done to meet India’s international commitment on exchange of 

information. 

 

India was one of  the 47 countries that signed a pledge in May, 2014 under  the  guidance of Organization for Eco-

nomic Cooperation and Development (OECD). Under this, they sought to end the practice of banking secrecy and 

ensure that all financial information like taxpayer’s bank balance, dividends, interest, income and sale proceeds used 

to calculate capital  gains tax. All signatories will have to start sharing this information by 2017. The Indian Govern-

ment amended the Income Tax Act (Section 285BA), earlier this year to allow the tax department to seek such infor-

mation from banks. 

 

Indian banks will first have to identify which of their accounts are held by taxpayers of foreign countries and then 

obtain TIN of  all their account holders. This will take time as the KYC norms followed by banks at present will 

have to be revised for this purpose. Once revised, the KYC norms would incorporate not only Indian PAN 

(Permanent Account Number) but foreign TIN also. 

 

The revised KYC norms are expected to be made applicable to banks as well as non-banking  Financial companies. 

The revised KYC norms will help the Government to meet its international commitment as well as help the tax de-

partment to collect more information about taxpayers. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Industry/TImHtNY1SLqhdvfrQKYZtO/New-guidelines-to-make-banks-KYC-norms-

more-stringent.html 

Date Accessed:15.09.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

DEVELOPMENT 

India to Get Industrial Parks with China’s Aid 
(Dipanjan Roy Chaudhury, Economic Times, September 15, 2014) 

 

During China’s president Xi Jinping’s visit to India in September, 2014, the Indian Prime Minister and the Chinese 

President are to clinch a deal to set up industrial parks in Gujarat and Maharashtra, as China has expertise in creat-

ing such zones, as they have parks of varying sizes and manufacture a wide variety of products. In June, 2013, dur-

ing Hamid Ansari’s visit, India and China had signed a Memorandum of understanding(MoU) that provided the 

basis for setting up of four industrial parks. 

 

A 10 sq. km industrial park near Ahmedabad is to be set up with Chinese assistance, and it is expected to attract 

investment over 1 million USD. The major focus of this park would be power transmission and generation equip-

ment manufacturing. Gujarat already has the presence of Chinese companies in this sector. It will also include 

schools, hotels, and banks. During Xi Jinping’s trip, China is also proposed to sign an MoU for another industrial 

park in Pune which will be 6 kms and will attract 5 billion USD investment primarily in automobile manufacturing 

sector, over the next decade. 

 

However, what India’s government must take into consideration is the rehabilitation of the people who get dis-

placed in the process of acquiring the land for the parks. This is increasingly relevant in the Indian context, as Guja-

rat has already faced decades-long agitation over rehabilitation of local residents over Narmada dam. Several other 
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Indian states have also had troubles along the same lines. 

 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-09-15/news/53943143_1_industrial-parks-china-light-india-visit 

Date Accessed: 16.09.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

Rs 4,754-crore Power Transmission Scheme for Arunachal 

Pradesh, Sikkim 
(Economic Times, September 16, 2014) 

 

The government has approved a scheme for strengthening the capital goods sector and sanctioned Rs 4,754 crore for 

strengthening power transmission systems in Arunchal Pradesh and Sikkim. 

 

The Rs 930 crore scheme "Scheme for Enhancement of Competitiveness of the Capital Goods Sector" will be imple-

mented in the 12th Plan period and spill over to the 13th Plan period. “It envisages setting up of technology acquisi-

tion fund, tool parks, R&D and common engineering centers”. Key technological areas that the government wants to 

upgrade are machine tools, textile, construction, mining and process plant machinery. 

 

"This scheme, on its implementation, would attempt to make the Indian capital goods sector globally competitive," 

the government said in a statement after a meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA). Gross 

Budgetary Support (GBS) from the government for the scheme would be Rs 581.22 crore and the balance Rs 349.74 

crore would be contributed by the stakeholder industries. 

 

India's capital goods imports have risen sharply in recent years. A more competitive industry will revive local manu-

facturing and also reduce imports. The power schemes for Arunachal and Sikkim with connect the two states to the 

national grid. "Intra-state transmission and distribution systems in the North-East states are very weak. Presently, 5 

out of 20 districts in Arunachal Pradesh are connected to the transmission network," the government said in a state-

ment. 

 

The project would be implemented by Power Grid Corporation at a consultancy fee of 12% of the execution cost. 

After commissioning, the projects would be owned and maintained by state governments. The DONER (Ministry of 

Development of Northeastern Region) was unable to finance the scheme, prompting the power ministry to step in. 

 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-09-16/news/53983402_1_power-grid-corporation-capital-goods-

sector-sikkim#  

Date Accessed: 17.09.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

Minor Cases Against Surrendered Naxalites to be Dropped 
(Deccan Herald, September 17, 2014) 

 

The State government is ready to drop charges against all Naxalites involved in minor crimes if they surrender. But 

those charged with heinous crimes will have to stand trial. 

 

The government issued the guidelines in its revised scheme of assimilation and rehabilitation of left-wing extrem-

ists, including Naxalites, into the mainstream society. A Government Order (GO) of September 9 states that a sur-

rendered Naxalite will be given a grant-cum-loan of Rs five lakh or the amount of cash reward that had been an-

nounced for his or her capture, whichever is higher. Fifty per cent of the amount will be a one-time grant while the 

rest will be given as loan by the respective district cooperative bank. 

 

The guideline also provides for a training stipend of Rs 5,000 per month to the surrendered Naxalite if he or she 

wishes to take up any trade or vocation. Besides, if the surrendered Naxalite is eligible for land grant, he/she will be 
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encouraged to apply to the district committee in charge of rehabilitation. The government will also give rewards if 

arms and ammunition are brought along while surrendering. The highest reward—Rs 50,000—is for an RPG 

(Rocket-propelled grenade), sniper rifle, Uber Machine Gun (UMG) or General-purpose machine gun (GPM). Every 

Surface-to-air (SAM) missile will fetch the Naxalite Rs 40,000 and a kg of explosive Rs 4,000. 

 

Moreover, a surrendered Naxalite will get incentives if he/she provides information about their comrades. Informa-

tion leading to the capture or surrender of another member of the extremist group or about its arms dump will fetch 

20 per cent of the cash reward on the captured member or the entire value of the arms dump seized by the govern-

ment. 

 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/431249/minor-cases-against-surrendered-naxalites.html 

Date Accessed: 17.09.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

Government Approves Scheme to Enhance Competitiveness 

in Capital Goods Sector 

(Zee News, September 16, 2014) 

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister, has approved the scheme for enhance-

ment of competitiveness of the capital goods Sector to boost the Indian economy. This scheme, on its implementa-

tion, would attempt to make the Indian capital goods sector globally competitive. 

 

The sub sectors of capital goods covered under the scheme are mainly: machine tools, textile machinery, construc-

tion and mining machinery, and process plant machinery. The proposed scheme addresses the issue of technological 

depth creation in the capital goods sector, besides creating common industrial facility centres. 

 

The scheme on enhancement of competitiveness in the Indian capital goods sector will be implemented in the 12th 

Plan period and spill over to the 13th Plan period with an estimated outlay of Rs 930.96 crore. The gross budgetary 

support (GBS) from the government for the scheme would be Rs 581.22 crore and the balance Rs 349.74 crore 

would be contributed by the stakeholder industries. The capital goods value added contributes a fairly constant pro-

portion of 9-12 percent of the total manufacturing value added. The capital goods sector determines global competi-

tiveness of the manufacturing sector by being a vehicle of technology. 

 

http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/govt-approves-scheme-to-enhance-competitiveness-in-capital-

goods-sector_108299.html 

Date Accessed: 17.09.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

GOVERNMENT 

Government Dilutes Green Norms Further, Scraps Wildlife 

Board Clearance for Projects 
(Nitin Sethi, Business Standard, September 17, 2014) 

 

The Ministry of Environment and Forests has further relaxed the process of granting forest clearances under the For-

est Conservation Act, 1980 in order to facilitate projects. Following are the changes introduced by them in August 

and September. 

 The process of securing a forest clearance has been de-linked from the assessment of the impact on wildlife by 

the board as is expected to help projects within demarcated eco-sensitive zones and a 10-km range of wildlife 

zones secure clearances. 

 The government has given permissions to cut forests and trees even before the final clearance is secured to de-

velopers of linear projects such as irrigation canals, power lines and highways. This permission includes a con-
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dition which requires developers to deposit the funds sought, such as those mandated for compensatory affore-

station. 

 The ministry has removed the need for the consent of tribals for opening forests to miners seeking to prospect in 

their traditional lands. 

 The central government has barred state governments from putting any additional conditions to protect forests 

or biodiversity in the case of projects the central government has cleared. 

 The environment ministry has allowed to condone cases in which miners don't comply with laid-down condi-

tions. The environment ministry has allowed miners to secure approvals who don't meet these compliance con-

ditions for more than five years before the end of their leases. Further they have allowed those who secure 

clearances to divert lands for road-building and expansion to build right of way for nearby buildings, lands and 

other facilities, without seeking additional approvals. 

  
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/fresh-dilution-of-green-norms-114091700027_1.html 

Date Accessed: 17.9.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

SECURITY 

Al Qaeda's Declaration of Jihad in the Indian Sub Continent 
(Wilson Jhon, Observer Research Foundation, September 12, 2014) 

 

The Al Qaeda (AQ) video showing its current head Ayman al-Zawahari declaring jihad in the Indian subcontinent 

has triggered widespread alarm in the region, providing enough reasons for India to worry.  

 
One, quite obvious, is that it is a reassertion of authority by the Al Qaida leader in the face of a mounting challenge 

from breakaway groups like Islamic State (IS). Gaining popularity in Syria and Iraq and attracting recruits from dif-

ferent countries, including India. There has been a steady erosion of the authority and influence of the core leader-

ship of AQ, after the killing of Osama bin Laden in May 2011. 

 

This means AQ and its embattled leadership is desperate, and hence more dangerous as far as India is concerned. 

The possibility of the video message as a precursor of an impending attack against India could not be dismissed. AQ 

can carry out this attack or series of attacks in two ways—one on its own and second with the help of other terrorist 

groups(like Harkat-ul Jihad al Islami –HuJI) with a similar anti-India agenda.  

 

The old network of HuJI could be utilised by AQ to revive its terrorist agenda in the sub-continent. The al Qaeda 

using the HuJI network gains more credence from the radicalisation taking place among Rohingyas in Myanmar. 

There are a substantial number of Rohingya refugees in India and Bangladesh. HuJI has set up a separate unit to 

recruit and train Rohingyas by the name of HuJI (Arakans)    

 

Another worry is the increasing number of recruits getting drawn towards the 'global jihadi agenda'. So far, there has 

been no known case of an Indian joining AQ. But the recent cases of Indians  joining IS in Syria and others who 

were caught before they could travel to Syria raise serious concern. This shows the growing attraction among the 

Indians for 'global jihad'. AQ, like IS, might tap into this constituency. This development could transform the nature 

of terrorism in India.  

  
http://orfonline.org/cms/sites/orfonline/modules/analysis/AnalysisDetail.html?cmaid=71932&mmacmaid=71933 

Date Accessed:15.09.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
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HEALTH 

No Regulatory Body for Medical Devices in India 
(Rema Nagrajan, Times of India, September 15, 2014) 

  

India has no regulatory body to ensure that medical device companies do not overcharge patients. Most patients are 

forced to pay inflated  rates for medical devices like stents, in the absence of regulations. The Food and Drug Ad-

ministration (FDA) of Maharashtra has done a detailed investigation on over-charging of various medical devices 

including stents and has submitted the report to the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA). The report 

recommends that medical devices be brought under price control. The FDA’s report included details of devices such 

as cochlear implant (for hard of hearing patients), bone cement and orthopaedic implants and pointed out that the 

price of most devices was hiked by over 100 percent at least. 

 

According to Maharashtra FDA report, Cardiac Drug- eluting stents are imported into India at Rs 40,710 each but 

patients are charged Rs. 1.2 lakh, almost three times over import price. The same stents cost Rs 28,000-48,000 even 

in rich European countries and the United Kingdom(UK) where there is a price control or a fair pricing mechanism 

for medical devices. 

 

Most of these medical devices are notified as drugs under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 but not included un-

der the Drug Price Control Order (DPCO) hence , their price are neither monitored nor controlled. Over charging for 

medical  devices is impoverishing thousands of patients hence there is a need to put in place a regulatory mechanism 

for medical devices in the country. 

  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Patients-pay-three-times-import-price-for-stents/articleshow/42483945.cms 

Date Accessed:16.09.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

Odisha on Alert as Dengue Spreads 
(The New Indian Express, September 17, 2014) 

  

The Odisha government has sounded an alert in seven districts and directed concerned departments to intensify sani-

tation drive. The move came after dengue claimed four lives in the state. At least 1,547 people have been infected 

with dengue already. Most of these cases were reported from Jagatsinghpur, Keonjhar, Jajpur and Kendrapada dis-

tricts 

 

District collectors of Jajpur, Angul, Keonjhar, Dhenkanal, Bhadrak, Khurda and Balasore have been alerted. Special 

instruction has been issued to industries at Kalinga Nagar area in Jajpur district. 

 

Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare has pointed out that number of deaths has reduced in the last few 

years. While 33 dengue deaths were reported in 2011, six each were reported in 2012 and 2013. 

 

The Health and Family Welfare Department has been directed to create awareness about causes of the diseases and 

prevention strategies. District Collectors of dengue-affected areas have been asked to take steps to limit the spread 

of the disease. Steel and Mines Department has also been asked to ensure sanitation in industrial areas, as intensity 

of dengue is more in industrial zones. Officials have been directed to ensure availability of dedicated health care 

centers and appointment of nodal officers in urban areas prone to dengue disease. 

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Odisha-on-Alert-as-Dengue-Spreads/2014/09/17/

article2434303.ece 

Date Accessed: 17.09.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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TRANSPORT 

Draft Transport Bill Focuses on Reforms, Road Safety and 

Vehicle Regulation 
(Kumar Uttam, Hindustan Times, September 13, 2014) 

(Dipak K Dash, Times of India, September 14, 2014) 

  

The centre has unveiled the draft “Road Transport and Safety Bill 2014”. This Bill has been prepared after a study 

of traffic laws and best practices in United States of America, United Kingdom, Canada ,Singapore, Japan and Ger-

many by a working group set up in the Transport Ministry. The Ministry will invite suggestions from the public on 

the draft before introducing it in the Parliament. The draft bill intends to usher large scale reforms in the Transport 

sector. 

 The major reforms proposed are: 

 Increasing penalties for traffic violations and introducing penalty points. For rash and negligent driving, li-

cences  will be cancelled. 

 Setting up a system to receive applications for new licences online 

 Minimising human intervention by judging driving skills through a digital mechanism 

 Introducing bio-metric system to avoid duplication and fake licences. 

 Giving emergency vehicles a “right of way” over VIP vehicles. 

 Making it mandatory for school buses to have a Global Positioning System (GPS) System.  

 Setting up a national authority for road safety and regulation of motor vehicles.  

 

The National Authority for Road Safety — on the lines of National Highway Traffic Safety Authority (NHTSA) in 

the US - will be responsible for a whole range of traffic issues such as setting norms for the issue of driving licences 

and vehicle registration, vehicle safety, robust data collection and multi-disciplinary crash investigation. It is hoped 

that once this body comes into place there will be unified coordinated effort involving the states and the Centre to 

reduce road accidents and attendant loss of life and property. The Government is expected to introduce this bill in 

the winter session of the Parliament. 

  

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/draft-transport-bill-out-today-focus-on-reforms/article1-1263463.aspx 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Jumping-a-red-light-may-soon-cost-you-Rs-5000-cellphone-use-Rs-4000/

articleshow/42401097.cms 

Date Accessed:15.09.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

ENERGY 

‘Power For All’ Scheme to be Launched in Andhra Pradesh 
(News OneIndia, September 16, 2014) 

 

Andhra Pradesh government signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Union Power Ministry, 

launching the 'Power for All' scheme from October 2 in the state, on 16th September, 2014. The state government 

also signed an MoU with NTPC for setting up a 4000 MW super critical ultra mega thermal power project in Visak-

hapatnam district at a cost of Rs. 20,000 crore, among other understandings for various power projects. 

 

‘Power For All’ scheme will supply quality power round the clock for domestic and industrial consumers in the 

State. This has previously been done in Delhi and Rajasthan wherein electricity is supplied throughout the day to all 

sectors (excluding agriculture). Union Minister of Power and Coal, PiyushGoyal also announced that the world’s 

largest ultra mega solar power park to generate 2,500 MW is being established in Andhra Pradesh. He added that 

Andhra Pradesh would generate 27,000 MW of power by 2019, which would be three times of the present capacity. 
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Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu has been asked to provide some incentive to power consum-

ers who pay their bills through bank accounts. Meanwhile, Mr. Naidu added that State government has planned to 

reduce transmission and distribution losses to 9 per cent in the State. This will prove helpful as electricity loss, dur-

ing transmission and distribution is extremely high in India (about 28.44% during 2008-09). 
  

http://news.oneindia.in/india/andhra-pradesh-inks-agreement-for-24x7-power-supply-1522942.html  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/ap-gets-a-power-boost-from-centre/article6416636.ece 

http://indianpowersector.com/home/about/ 

Date Accessed: 17.09.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
 

Canters Proposed Scheme for Solar Power Development 
(Aruna kumarankandath, Down To Earth, September 12, 2014) 

 

The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has recently released a draft scheme for development of solar 

parks and ultra mega solar power projects targeting an addition of 20,000 mega watt (MW) of solar power installed 

capacity. In August 2014, the ministry had released a draft scheme for comments. The scheme is to set up 25 solar 

parks with capacity ranging between 500 and 1,000 megawatt (MW) each and amounting to 20 giga watt (GW) of 

solar power capacity in a time of five years (by 2020). 
 

Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI), on behalf of the Central government, would be the implementation 

agency for all the parks and ultra mega projects. It will be responsible for the development and management of solar 

parks. However, the state has to identify the land for proposed solar park. 
 

MNRE will lend some financial support for the projects. Apart from the grant of Rs 25 lakh to carry on procedures 

like preparation of detailed project report and surveys, MNRE would be providing Rs 20 lakh/MW or 30 per cent of 

the project cost (including grid connectivity cost), whichever is lower. As per the estimates, the total cost for 20 GW 

comes up to Rs 4,046.25 crores. 
 

The project will help states execute the Renewable Purchase Obligation (RPO) mandates and assist the Centre 

achieve the targets of Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission (JNNSM) by 2022. The draft emphasises that in-

creasing investment and encouraging project developers will trigger economies of scale for cost reductions and tech-

nical improvements in solar sector. It is claimed that the development of ultra mega power plants and large utility 

scale plants is the first step towards solar power meeting the growing energy demands of India. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/centre-s-solar-development-draft-aims-25-parks-20000-mw-power 

Date Accessed:15.09.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
 

Lack of Water Could Curtail Shale: WRI Report 
(World Resources Institute, September, 2014) 

 

The report  ‘Global Shale Gas Development: Water Availability & Business Risks’ by World Resources Institute 

(WRI) reveals that lack of water availability could curtail shale development in many places around the world. 

 

Shale resources are unevenly distributed worldwide and in most of such areas abundant freshwater is not available.  

Countries like China, Mexico, and South Africa have some of the largest recoverable shale gas resources, but face 

high to extremely high water stress where the shale is located. 

 

According to the report, 38 percent of shale resources are in areas that are either arid or under high to extremely high 

levels of water stress; 19 percent are in areas of high or extremely high seasonal variability; and 15 percent are in 

locations exposed to high or extremely high drought severity. 

 

About 386 million people live on the land over these shale plays, and in 40 percent of the shale plays, irrigated agri-

culture is the largest consumer of water. Drilling and hydraulic fracturing often compete with other demands for 

freshwater. This is particularly true in areas of high water stress, where over 40 percent of the available water  
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supplies are already being withdrawn for agricultural, municipal, or industrial purposes, which can result in conflicts 

with other water users. 

 

WRI offers a set of practical recommendations for how governments, businesses, and civil society can continue to 

evaluate and sustainably manage freshwater availability if shale resources are developed, such as: 

 

 Conduct water risk assessments to understand water availability. 

 Increase procedural transparency and engagement with local communities. 

 Adequate water governance to guarantee water security. 

 Minimize fresh water usage. 

 

Eight of the top 20 countries with the largest shale gas resources face arid conditions or high to extremely high base-

line water stress where the shale resources are located; this includes China, Algeria, Mexico, South Africa, Libya, 

Pakistan, Egypt, and India. 

 

http://www.wri.org/publication/global-shale-gas-development-water-availability-business-risks 

Date Accessed: 15.09.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

New Technology to Assess Post-earthquake Damage Devel-

oped by IIIT Hyderabad 
(Deccan Herald, September 17, 2014) 

 

The technology called Tool for Comprehensive Seismic Risk Assessment of Buildings (CSRAB) has been devel-

oped by the International Institute of Information Technology (IIIT) Hyderabad to assess damage to buildings in the 

event of an earthquake. 

 

This assessment method produces a score card called Rapid Visual Score of the building which projects the extent 

of damage in the form of a graph. The damage can be categorised under five categories - no damage, slight damage, 

moderate damage, severe damage, and collapse. 

 

The total cost of the project is Rs 20 crore and institutes including National Geophysical Research Institute (NGRI), 

Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Hyderabad, IIT Kanpur, IIIT Hyderabad and University of Tokyo, Japan are 

involved in developing this technology. Under this, they jointly assess the building vulnerability using vibration 

sensors installed in different buildings of various construction varieties. 

 

More than 60 per cent of India's landmass lies within an earthquake prone zone with 12 per cent area coming under 

zone 5, 18 per cent under zone 4, 26 per cent under zone 3 and 44 per cent under zone 2. It is vital for India to de-

velop risk assessment methods as 82 per cent of the population lives in 52 per cent of the land area. 

 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/140917/nation-current-affairs/article/iiit-hyderabad-develop-graphs-assess-damage

-buildings-if 

Date Accessed: 17.09.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 
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LAW AND JUSTICE 

Law Commission Recommends Repeal of Archaic Laws 
(Times of India, September 13, 2014) 

 

The Law Commission has submitted a list of 72 laws to the centre that need to be repealed immediately. The Law 

Commission chairman Justice AP Shah after submitting the report to the Law Minister, said that there were at least 

152 more archaic laws that needed to be repealed for which the commission will submit another report by next 

month. 

 

According to the commission, some of the laws that need to go are- Bengal Districts Act of 1836 that provides for 

creation of districts, Police(Incitement to Disaffection) Act 1922 which was introduced by colonial masters to curb 

nationalist activities, King of Oudh’s Estate Act 1887 which provided for the administration of the estate of Wajid 

Ali Shah, the king of Oudh, Prevention of Seditious Meetings Act, 1911 which empowered a district magistrate or 

police commissioner to prohibit public meetings etc. 

 

The Law Commission report has pointed out that these laws were outdated and were no longer needed to govern that 

subject. In some cases, the purpose of these laws has been fulfilled and they were no longer needed. In some cases 

newer laws or regulations had been brought in to govern the subject. The Commission is studying all Acts and 

would make a comprehensive recommendation on laws that need amendments. This report will be prepared once 

obsolete laws are deleted from the statute books. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Law-panel-recommends-repeal-of-72-archaic-laws/

articleshow/42351920.cms 

Date Accessed:15.09.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
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GENDER 

Telangana Plans Women Safety Lessons 
(Deccan Chronicle, September 17, 2014) 

 

Telengana State Government Committee on Women Safety in its report has proposed a special chapter on child 

abuse for school on women safety. The committee came up with this idea along with many others following its in-

teraction with school children and principals. This along with many more suggestions will be submitted to the gov-

ernment. If the administration agrees, a child protection week will be held in November as part of a short-term plan. 

 

During the proposed child protection week, awareness programmes will be conducted across schools and kits will be 

given to students on how they can protect themselves from abuse. The kit would include a hand book, an audio-

video guide on tips to guard themselves against abuse and a manual for parents and teachers. 

 

The Deccan Chronicle reported that the idea of this toolkit is to counsel teachers and parents as well. Kids of differ-

ent age groups need different ways of dealing with problems. If approved, the kits will be given away in November 

and the chapter will be included in the curriculum from next term onwards. A recent initiative taken up by CID 

called ‘Citizens Against Child Abuse’ is also working with a similar idea. 

 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/140917/nation-current-affairs/article/telangana-plans-women-safety-lessons 

Date Accessed: 17.09.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

Child Trafficking Menace Increasing in State 
(The Sentinel, September 14, 2014) 

  

Thousands of children have fallen prey to the designs of traffickers in Assam and have been exploited as cheap la-

bor, sex worker, etc. According to a CID report 120 children, mostly girls, go missing every month. From 2011, 

about 7,788 children have been missing out of which 5,023 were girls. Most of theses children age between 15 to 17 

years. Out of these missing children  from 2011, only 450 children have been recovered. 

  

Most cases of trafficking come from Assam’s Sonitpur, Baksa, Darrang, Udalguri, Kamrup and Morigaon districts. 

Poor children are especially vulnerable. Traffickers lure children of poor families with job offers and their guardians 

are also assured of fixed payment. 

  

Children are trafficked to other parts of the country to engage them as forced laborers. Young girls from the State 

are sold for flesh trade in places like Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and Bengaluru. Though the state has formed 30 

squads to deal with the problem, cases are on the rise. 

  

UNDP, in its report titled ‘Human Trafficking and HIV’ states that about 300,000 to 450,000 people are trafficked 

within Asia each year, of which, more than half takes place in South Asia. 

  

http://www.sentinelassam.com/mainnews/story.php?sec=1&subsec=0&id=203885&dtP=2014-09-

15&ppr=1#203885 

Date Accessed: 17.09.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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The Missing Women of Indian Science 
(Poulomi Banerjee, Hindustan Times, September 14, 2014) 

 

This article highlights how the arena of science and scientific research is as male dominated as the defence or emer-

gency services, despite having little scope for display of physical prowess or machismo. 

 

Recently, the Ministry of Human Resource Development attempted to correct the imbalance, by nominating Tessy 

Thomas and Vijayalakshmi Ravindranath to the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Council, the governing body 

for all 16 IITs. These are the first women scientists to have been nominated to the council.  

 

The union minister for science and technology, Jitendra Singh, also announced a fresh scheme titled KIRAN 

(Knowledge Involvement in Research Advancement through Nurturing) which will seek to bring gender parity in 

the field of science and technology by creating leadership positions for women. The scheme would look at a mobil-

ity mechanism for women scientists who have to change residences due to family compulsions and provide them 

with feasible employment opportunities. The Department of Science and Technology, one of three major depart-

ments under the Ministry of Science, already has in place a Women Scientists Scheme. “This scheme provides op-

portunities to women scientists and technologists between the age group of 30-55 years who desire to return to 

mainstream science and work as bench-level scientists,” explains Dr DR Prasada Raju, scientist-advisor at the De-

partment of Science and Technology. 

 

Under this scheme, the department offers scholarships for research in basic and applied science, scholarship for re-

search in science and technology-based societal programs and internship for self-employment. Additionally, a men-

toring programme has been initiated to improve Ph.D standards in engineering institutions in which women scien-

tists and their Ph.D. supervisors participated. The department has also been providing support for six Women’s Uni-

versities under the CURIE (Consolidation of University Research for Innovation and Excellence in Women Univer-

sities) programme since 2009. 

 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/the-missing-women-of-indian-science/article1-1263846.aspx 

Date Accessed: 19.09.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Progress for Children in South Asia, but Inequalities Still 

Exist: UNICEF Report 
(UNICEF, September 11, 2014) 

  
According to a UNICEF report released on 11th September, 2014, there has been progress in the health and well-

being of children in South Asia over the last 25 years, but glaring inequalities remain. It is found that more than 

35 percent of the region's children have chronic malnutrition. 

 

Specific to India, the report said that although the legislation has been based on Convention on the Rights of the 

Child (CRC), thereby recognizing children as having distinct rights rather than being the passive objects of care 

and protection, gender-biased sex selection is rampant in west and northwest India, however the rate of increase 

of the imbalance in sex ratio may be slowing. Huge variation is observed across the country in the sex ratio. It is 

found that there is more sex selection in urban areas, and the role of religion appears to be significant (Hindus, 

Sikhs, Buddhists and Jains have comparatively higher sex ratio levels than Muslims or Christians). The sex selec-

tion ratio increases with educational level. The sex ratio is near normal in poor households whereas it is higher in 

the wealthier households. This problem might get aggravated as India’s average income increases. The over- rep-

resentation of men in certain populations has consequences, with some evidence suggesting that it may lead to 

trafficking of girls to be forcibly married. The highest rate of child marriage is in Bangladesh (where two out of 

every three girls marry before age 18), followed by India. 
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Despite progress in recent years, births of a considerable number of children in South Asia have not been regis-

tered. India has the greatest disparity in this aspect between poorest and richest households with children from 

poorest households being thrice as less likely as the rich to get registered. Similarly, stunting is significantly 

higher in the poorest quintile in South Asia. 

 

Campaigns like Clean India and Take the poo to the Loo have been helpful in India, but a greater emphasis is re-

quired to curb the plethora of problems presented in the report. 

 

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_75730.html 

http://generation25.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Improving-Children-s-Lives-Transforming-the-Future.pdf 

Date Accessed: 15.09.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

Indian Government Objects to Supreme Court Ruling on 

Transgender Rights 
(Shanoor Seervai, Wall Street Journal, September 12, 2014) 

  
In a landmark ruling in July, 2014, the Supreme Court had granted the transgender community legal protection and 

access to affirmative action-type benefits and recognition on official identification documents. It even directed the 

State and Centre governments to provide for public toilets and social inclusion, in general, by removing social 

stigma. 

 

However, now, the Indian government, in an application to the Supreme Court, said that the transgender ruling 

“may pose problems both practically and politically” and asked for clarifications and changes. According to the 

government, the court’s finding that the term transgender people can also apply to gay, lesbian and bisexual Indi-

ans, “seeks to create an ambiguity.” Also, the government has argued that a group could be enrolled as backward 

only if the National Commission for Backward Classes, a statutory body under India’s Social Justice Ministry, 

deemed it so. Mukul Rohatgi, India’s attorney general, said the government is not trying to block the judgment. 

“We just want clarification,” he said. He said it is the government’s view that transgender people should not be 

included in the backward-class category. 

 

Colin Gonsalves, a Supreme Court lawyer and founder of the Delhi-based Human Rights Law Network said, “The 

government is stonewalling. They had no intention of implementing this judgment.” Going back on this judgment 

would not only be problematic for the community, but will also mean a regressive move as neighboring South 

Asian countries. Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal all allow citizens to identify as a third gender on official govern-

ment documents. It is, therefore, important to notice that India has a diverse transgender community and today they 

form one of the India’s most marginalized communities. 

 

http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2014/09/12/indian-government-objects-to-supreme-court-ruling-on-transgender-

rights/ 

Date Accessed: 15.09.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

Call for UN to investigate plight of migrant workers in the 

UAE 
(David Batty, The Observer, September 13, 2014) 

 

The International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) has called on the United Nations to investigate evidence that 

thousands of migrant workers in the United Arab Emirates, including those building a new Louvre museum and the 

world's largest Guggenheim, are treated as slave labour. 
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The confederation has called on the UN's International Labour Organisation (ILO) to investigate the welfare of 

workers on a $27bn (£16.6bn) complex of museums and luxury resorts in Abu Dhabi, and the conditions faced by 

other migrants employed in construction and domestic work across the UAE, because with "alarming frequency 

[they] are trapped in exploitative practices that may amount to forced labour". 

It is understood the formal complaint warns that the Gulf state, which is a member of the ILO, "is in serious breach 

of its legal obligations" under the convention concerning forced labour, which it ratified more than 30 years ago. 

 

The move comes after an Observer investigation found evidence that Abu Dhabi's Tourism Development and In-

vestment Company (TDIC), which manages the development of luxury resorts and three major museums on Saadi-

yat, is failing to uphold its own employment policies, with workers left destitute, confined to their quarters and sent 

home for taking strike action. Migrant labourers building New York University's Abu Dhabi campus on the island, 

under a separate lucrative deal with the emirate's government, were found to be suffering even worse mistreatment. 

 

Azfar Khan, head of policy at the ILO, said the root cause of the problem was the failure of the UAE and other Gulf 

states to abolish the kafala system that ties migrant workers to their employers; many workers arrive heavily in 

debt, having paid huge sums to middlemen to secure contracts. 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/sep/13/migrant-workers-uae-gulf-states-un-ituc 

Date Accessed: 19.09.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 
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INDIA IN THE WORLD 

India, Vietnam Call for freedom of Navigation in South 

China Sea 
(Ankit Panda, The diplomat, September 18, 2014) 

 

Ahead of Chinese president Xi Jinping's trip to India, Vietnam and India agreed that the "freedom of navigation in 

the East Sea/South China Sea should not be impeded”, and called upon the parties concerned to exercise restraint, 

avoid any threat or use of force and resolve all disputes peacefully. 

 

Dispute over Chinese oil rig in South China Sea led to riots in Vietnam and nearly a skirmish between Vietnam 

Coast Guard and Chinese ships in May this year. The South China Sea matter was discussed in detail between Presi-

dent Pranab Mukherjee and Vietnam President Truong Tan Sang during talks between the two leaders in Hanoi on 

Monday. 

 

"They agreed that freedom of navigation in the East Sea/South China Sea should not be impeded and called the par-

ties concerned to exercise restraint, avoid threat or use of force and resolve disputes through peaceful means in ac-

cordance with universally recognised principles of international law, including UNCLOS-1982," said a joint com-

munique issued after the talks. India has also signed a $100 million line of credit for defence procurement. Vietnam 

is looking at procuring modern sea patrol vehicles with the aid, officials indicated. 

 

India also signed a letter of intent with Vietnam on September 15, 2014 with PetroVietnam offering two new blocks 

in the South China Sea to ONGC Videsh Limited for oil and gas exploration and production. "OVL is keen to ex-

pand its presence in Vietnam and is evaluating the blocks on offer," said the text of the letter of intent. Secretary 

(East) Anil Wadhwa termed this as an "important development" and said India accepted the blocks "with pleasure". 

The Indian side has so far not clarified whether these blocks are located within the contentious Nine-Dash line. 

 

http://thediplomat.com/2014/09/india-and-vietnam-call-for-freedom-of-navigation-in-south-china-sea/ 

Date Accessed: 17.09.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Barack Obama Identifies 22 Drug-Producing or Transit 

Countries 
(Sahara Samay, September 16, 2014) 

  

US President Barack Obama has identified 22 nations as major illicit drug producing or drug transit countries. The 

list includes India and Pakistan. Moreover Venezuela, Burma and Bolivia have been determined as states that have 

failed to take demonstrative action against drugs. This means that these three states have failed to fulfill their obliga-

tions under international counter narcotics agreements and conventions. 

 

The list of 22 states includes: India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, the Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Burma, Colombia, Costa 

Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Laos, Mexico, Nicaragua, 

Panama, Peru and Venezuela. The president has hinted at sanctions on these countries. 
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The designation on the list means that the countries have a variety of geographical, economical and social factors 

that allow for drug production and trade. It is not a signifier of a country’s counter-narcotics efforts or its level of 

cooperation with the United States on illegal drug control. 

 

http://www.saharasamay.com/world-news/676560970/india-among-22-countries-in-obama-s-drug-transit-countries-

list.html 

Date Accessed: 17.09.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

 Fiji Imposes Draconian Media Blackout Ahead of This 

Week’s Poll 
(The Australian, September 15, 2014) 

 

Fiji has imposed a strict media blackout on the coverage of the first election since 2006 military coup.  The blackout 

applies to political campaigning, interviews with candidates and election material such as posters or banners and 

also prohibits discussion of this week’s vote on public forums including social media sites. 

 

Fiji’s elections supervisor says that the measure was to give a chance to the electorate to reflect on their voting op-

tions. Through a media blackout they hope to reduce partisan influence in their voter’s choices. 

 

All opinion polls on the elections have been banned and failure to comply with it may land violators in jail for 5 

years and a fine of $5,883. 

 

Over 6 lakh Fijians are going to participate in the elections. Questions have been raised on this election’s fairness as 

many opposition leaders have been disqualified from standing. A multinational observer group of 90 officials from 

more than a dozen countries has been set up to monitor the election. If they are declared free and fair many military 

and diplomatic ties with Fiji will be restored. 

 

Many countries like Australia and New Zealand also have a similar “election silence” during the polling days 

though not on the days leading to voting. There is no threat of jail time unlike prescribed by Fiji. 

 

http://www.voanews.com/content/illegal-mediterranean-sea-crossings-cause-surge-in-refugee-death-

stoll/2428510.html 

Date Accessed: 17.09.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

UN Food Insecurity Report Published 
(Down to Earth, September 09, 2014) 

 

A new report on food security titled The State of Food Insecurity in the World (SOFI 2014) has been published by 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and 

the World Food Programme (WFP). According to the report, the current food production in the world can sustain 

the projected population of nine billion people by 2050. However, there are 805 million people in the world who 

remain hungry, that translates into one in every nine people. 

 

The SOFI (2014) report shows that the number of hungry people has declined globally by more than 100 million 

over the last decade. Developing regions host the vast majority of hungry people, where 13.5 per cent of the overall 

population remain chronically undernourished. In Sub-Saharan Africa, more than one in four people remain chroni-

cally undernourished, while in Asia, the world’s most populous region, 526 million people remain hungry- the great-

est number for any region. The report highlights that while overall agricultural production has gone up, “utilization 

problems remain the single largest challenge for developing countries”. 
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Renewed political commitment is stated to be the only way to tackle the “unacceptably high” number of undernour-

ished people. The report specifies that hunger eradication requires establishing “an enabling environment and an 

integrated approach. Such an approach includes public and private investments to increase agricultural productivity, 

access to land, services, technologies and markets and measures to promote rural development and social protection 

for the most vulnerable, including strengthening their resilience to conflicts and natural disasters.” 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/one-every-nine-persons-world-goes-hungry-un-state-food-insecurity-report 

Date Accessed: 12.09.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

EAST AND SOUTH EAST ASIA 

Forced Labour Rife in Malaysian Electronics Industry 
 (Irrawady Times, September 17, 2014) 

 

A study funded by the US Department of Labour and conducted by Verite, an international labour rights group, 

found that nearly a third of some 350,000 workers in Malaysia’s electronics industry suffer from conditions of mod-

ern-day slavery. These workers are mostly from low-wage countries like Nepal, Burma and Indonesia. 

 

Labour standards are seen as better in Malaysia than some of its Asian neighbours like China, where questionable 

labour practises have drawn criticism in recent years. The study stated that government and industry policies have 

given Malaysian recruitment firms complete control over workers’ pay and other conditions. 

 

The report found that 28 per cent of workers were in situations of forced labour, where work is coerced through fac-

tors including indebtedness from excessive fees charged by recruiters. About 32 percent of foreign workers were 

misled about salary and other conditions when they were recruited in their respective home countries and were com-

monly charged excessive fees that lead to indebtedness. One in five immigrants was found to be working more than 

60 hours of overtime a week. The study found workers’ passports were often confiscated by recruitment firms, 

which is illegal in Malaysia. Some firms were found to charge more than $1,000 for a worker to “borrow” his or her 

own passport. 

 

Malaysia’s electronics and electrical industry made up for 33 percent of the country’s exports in 2013. In 2011, for-

eign investment in the sector accounted for $2.68 billion, or 86.5 percent of the total foreign investment in the coun-

try. The study comes three months after Malaysia was downgraded to Tier 3 in the US State Department’s annual 

Trafficking in Persons report, which cited a lack of progress in protecting the rights of about four million foreign 

workers. 

 

http://www.irrawaddy.org/asia/forced-labor-rife-malaysian-electronics-factories-report.html 

Date Accessed: 17.09.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

AFRICA 

Forced Displacement in Somalia Shows ‘No Signs of  

Easing,’ UN agency warns 
(UN News Centre, September 16, 2014) 

 

The United Nations refugee agency has warned the world of the fact that over 130,000 people have been pushed out 

of their homes in Somalia due to atrocities and dismal living conditions. These include forced evictions, drought, 

conflict and lack of livelihood. Babar Baloch, spokesperson for the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refu-

gees (UNHCR) told journalists, “Insecurity was the main cause of internal displacement, with some 38,000 people 

fleeing their homes because of military conflict”. 
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7,000 people have fled the ongoing military offensive in South Central Somalia in the past eight months. While the 

displacement is likely to be temporary, assistance is still largely in need.  However, this becomes difficult, as access 

to towns is limited due to military activity, which leaves airlifts as the only viable option that is quite expensive. 

“Many people are living in sites lacking basic services in shelters made of sticks, grass and empty cardboard 

boxes,” said Mr. Baloch, adding that “incidents of gender based violence, and rape of young girls and women by 

militias operating outside the settlements had been reported.” 

 

In addition to those internally displaced in the Horn of Africa nation, around 23,000 have fled across its borders to 

Yemen, Kenya, and Ethiopia in the previous eight months. As a result, there are a total of 957,000 Somali refugees 

in the region. Instances of piracy, crime and the perpetual subjugation of women and children in the area require 

attention and aid from governments across the world. 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48731#.VBkaG0tMH1o 

Date Accessed: 17.09.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

UN Takes Charge of Central African Republic Peacekeeping 

Force 
(David Lewis, firstpost.com, September 16, 2014) 

  

United Nations (UN) took control of the peacekeeping force of Central African Republic (CAR) previously under 

the command of the African Union. 

 

6,000 African Union and 2,000 French soldiers were struggling to keep peace in the region. Forces from other coun-

tries including Morocco, Bangladesh and Pakistan will now join them. The number will increase to 12,000 and 

should secure better financing and air support for peacekeepers. Rights groups believe that this will lead to more 

action to protect civilians from attack. 

 

UN needed to get more troops in the region as civilians were being killed on both sides of the border. Over a million 

people have been killed while a quarter of the population has had to flee from the country. Herve Ladsous, head of 

the peacekeeping force has promised to take firm steps to protect civilians, build zones of confidence and support 

the country's government. 

 

Though CAR is rich in gold and diamonds, it has only seen political instability since its independence from France 

in 1960. With neighbors like Sudan, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Chad, its conflicts have often been al-

lowed to fester. 

 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/fiji-imposes-draconian-media-blackout-ahead-of-this-weeks-poll/story

-e6frg6so-1227059037080?nk=15f5dce631991df8c76c9d6aed290dab  

Date Accessed: 17.09.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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BOOKS 

Impact of Migration on Himalayan Communities 
(S. Gopikrishna Warrier, The Hindu, September 16, 2014) 

 

S. Gopikrishna reviewed the newly released book entitled “Facing Globalization in the Himalyas- Belonging and the 

Politics of the Self”, edited by Gerard Toffin and Joanna Pffaf-Czarnecka and published by Sage Publication India 

Pvt. Ltd, New Delhi. Gopikrishna in its review of the book had tried to highlight various major issues of migration 

raised by the book. 

 

The book goes into the depth of emotional, social and cultural impact of migration and globalisation in hilly com-

munities of Ladakh, Garhwal and Sikking of India, and Bhutan, the focus is mainly on mingration from Nepal. 

Though the book uses the term ‘globalisation’ in its title, it zooms in on one of its aspects – migration in search of 

employment and livelihood. Through this prism, it looks at what the globally interlinked world means for the hill 

communities of the Himalayas. 

 

Jeevan Sharma, a contributing author to the book under review, gives another dimension to this migration in his 

chapter. He says that for the young men in the hill villages of western Nepal, migrating to India is like a proof of 

their masculinity. Migration is seen as adventure, as a sign of modernity and is aspirational. 

 

The young men prefer moving to a city like Mumbai, despite the tedious road and rail journey, than to practise sub-

sistence agriculture in their villages. Of course, the reality hits hard soon. They persist over tough living and work-

ing conditions, and send back money to their families. “Paradoxically,” writes Sharma, “men might have their mas-

culinity stripped from them once they began to work in India under difficult and exploitative conditions.”  

 

Feeling like a migrant is a state of mind. It is the absence of a sense of belonging and a yearning for it. This yearning 

in distant lands creates strange situations. Nepali migrants in Oxford, United Kingdom, for instance, celebrate three 

festivals from their homelands in a year. They prepare Nepali food, play and sing Nepali songs and wear Nepali 

clothes. However, they stop short of practising rituals that could disturb the law of the land. It is during the celebra-

tion of festivals that the migrant communities find the fact that they are away from their land liberating. 

 

There is another sense of belonging, which unfortunately globalisation has not been able to achieve. That has been 

the deliberate blind spot of globalisation, which although works towards free flow of goods and services, is restric-

tive and excludes free movement of labour. And when it allows labour flow, it does not necessarily permit profes-

sional and socio-cultural assimilation in the destination country. 

 

The story of the Nepali nurses mentioned in Facing globalization in the Himalayas is a case in point. There is a 

need in the UK for nurses from Nepal. However, the Nepali nurses find it difficult to get professionally included 

into the community of nurses in the UK. And the service recipient does not share the costs and the risks of nurses 

migrating to fill a need of the British population. 

 

Overall, migration for employment is mostly an unequal process. Within this reality, migrating communities con-

tinue to find social space that allows them to have one foot in the destination country even while keeping the other 

in their homeland. Through an interesting in-depth study of communities from the Himalayas, the book links to the 

migrant in each of us. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/books/books-reviews/facing-globalization-in-the-himalayas-book-review/

article6413551.ece?homepage=true 

Date Accessed: 17.09.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 
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