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Key Message  
 

 

Policy Watch is a key instrument of RGICS's vision and strategy.  

RGICS's core vision is opening up the Indian state to peoples' voice -- in its leg-

islative, executive and judicial functions.  

Elected representatives and political parties have a central responsibility in chan-

neling peoples' voice into the functioning of the State. In turn, this requires en-

hancing the knowledge and capacity of elected representatives and political par-

ties on State policy. 

Policy Watch informs elected representatives and other political leaders about 

key policy developments nationally and globally. This will enable them to inter-

vene in policy decision making and reflect people's voice.  

Produced by a dedicated and talented team of scholars at RGICS, led by our 

young RG-RALs, Policy Watch is a unique product that presents information and 

analysis about policy for a political audience.  Policy Watch has by now covered 

over a thousand policy issues. 

 

Team RGICS 
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C O V E R  S T O R Y  

National Youth Policy – 2014: Opportunities and Challenges 
 

Introduction: 

The National Youth Policy-2014 (NYP-2014) is one among the various landmark social policies of the UPA gov-

ernment. The then Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh launched India’s new youth policy replacing the national 

youth policy, 2003 on 21st February, 2014. The NYP-2014 has attempted to focus on concerns of diverse and dis-

persed youth of India by pushing the agenda of youth in various existing government policies. The key vision of the 

policy is to empower youth and utilize their potential in the nation’s economic and social progress. Unlike the youth 

policies of previous years (1988, 2003), it is much more focused and expects to meet clearly specified goals in the 

coming years. Since this policy does not prescribe any specific policy intervention and relies on existing policies 

and the mandate of the 12th five-year plan, it brings both opportunities and challenges to ensure coordinated progress 

of the policy.  

  

National Youth Policy- 2014: 

The National Youth Policy-2014 is the vision document for youth in the age group of 15-29 years that comprises 

27.5% of the population. It seeks to define the vision of the Government of India for the youth of the country and 

identify the key areas in which action is required, where not enough is being done, to enable youth development and 

to provide a framework for action for all stakeholders. It is intended to serve as a guiding document, and will be 

reviewed in 5 years, so that GoI may re-focus its priorities for youth development, as may be necessary (NYP, 

2014). 

 

NYP-2014 articulates a holistic vision for the youth of India as “to empower the youth of the country to achieve 

their full potential, and through them enable India to find its rightful place in the community of nations”. To achieve 

the vision of the policy, it has got five objectives and eleven priority areas. The policy has identified all major stake-

holders and provided guidelines for them to contribute in achieving this vision.  
 

 

NYP-2014 at a Glance 
 

Objectives Priorities Future Imperatives 

Create a productive work-

force that can make a sus-

tainable contribution to In-

dia’s economic development 

Education  Build system capacity and quality 
 Promote skill development and lifelong learning 

Employment and 

Skill Development 
 Targeted youth outreach and awareness 
 Build linkages across systems and stakeholders 
 Define role of government vis-a-vis other stake-

holders 

Entrepreneurship  Targeted youth outreach programmes 
 Scale-up effective programmes to build capacity 
 Create customised programmes for youth entrepre-

neurs 
 Implement widespread monitoring & evaluation 

systems 

Develop a strong and healthy 

generation equipped to take 

on future challenges 

Health and Healthy 

Lifestyle 

 Improve service delivery 
 Awareness about health, nutrition and preventive 

care 
 Targeted disease control programmes for youth 

Sports  Increase access to sports facilities and training 
 Promotion of sports culture among youth 
 Support and development for talented sports per-

sons 
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The policy document has created various monitoring arrangements to ensure effective implementation of 

the policy and track the progress. Some of the major monitoring arrangements are as follows:  

 

 A set of leading and lagging indicators have been identified. A baseline assessment will be under-

taken across these indicators, and annual targets will be set to monitor the progress.  

 The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports will publish a biennial report on the status of the youth in 

order to inform the nation about progress against indicators, highlight key achievements and identify 

new and unmet challenges.  

 Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports has constituted a youth council, comprising of exceptional 

young people from across the country, which shall be responsible for monitoring the implementation 

of the National Youth Policy-2014 

 

Paradigm Shift: 
Congress government under the leadership of Prime Minister Mr. Rajiv Gandhi has announced India’s 

first youth policy in 1988 in order to facilitate a process of youth mobilization so that youth of the country 

could access their due share. It had focused on access to education and awareness among youth on vari-

ous issues of nation building. To consider the significant social and economical changes since 1988, the 

NDA government under the leadership of Prime Minister Mr. A.B. Vajpayee announced India’s second 

youth policy in 2003. It focused on access to education, information, awareness and nurturing citizenship 

qualities among youth. Both of these policies in the past tried to mobilize youth around issues such as 

social and cultural fabric of nation, national integrity and role of youth in creating a society. The National 

C O V E R  S T O R Y  

Objectives Priorities Future Imperatives 

Instill social values and 

promote community service 

to build national ownership 

Promotion of Social 

Values 

 Formalise values education system 
 Strengthen engagement programmes for youth 
 Support NGOs and for-profit organizations working 

towards spreading values and harmony 

Community Engage-

ment 
 Leverage existing community development organi-

zations 
 Promote social entrepreneurship 

Facilitate participation and 

civic engagement at all 

levels of governance 

Participation in poli-

tics and governance 

 Engage youth outside of the political system 
 Create governance mechanisms that youth can lev-

erage 
 Promote youth engagement in urban governance 

Youth engagement  Measure and monitor effectiveness of youth devel-

opment schemes 
 Create a platform for engagement with youth 

Support youth at risk and 

create equitable opportunity 

for all disadvantaged & 

marginalised youth 

Inclusion  Enablement & capability building for disadvantaged 

youth 
 Ensuring economic opportunities for youth in con-

flict-affected regions 
 Develop a multi-pronged approach to supporting 

youth with disability 
 Create awareness and opportunities to prevent youth 

being put at risk 

Social Justice  Leveraging youth to eliminate unjust social prac-

tices 
 Strengthen access to justice at all levels 
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Youth Policy-2014 for the first time perceives youth as an active contributor in the national economy, 

politics and governance. It promises nurturing a potential youth through better education, health, training 

and secular social values. It further attempts to utilize the enhanced capacity of the youth in the national 

economy. In long run, it aims to make youth as champion of India’s progressing economy.  

 

 

Major Opportunities and Challenges:  
 

Creation of a productive workforce- 

The first objective of the NYP-2014 promises to create a productive workforce to make sustainable con-

tribution to India’s economic development. The policy has identified education, employment, skill devel-

opment and entrepreneurship as priority areas to meet this object. It relies majorly on National skill devel-

opment mission, Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan 

(RMSA), National Rural Employment Mission (NRLM), Rural Self-employment Training Institutes 

(RSETIs) and Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA).  

 
RMSA and RUSA aim to strengthen the secondary and higher education system in India and make it 

more accessible, inclusive and excellent through enhancing the capacities of the schools, colleges and 

universities. Currently less than 40% students have access to higher secondary education. The transition 

rate from higher secondary to higher education is very low. Only 19.4% of students have access to the 

higher education in this country. Socially, culturally, economically and geographically disadvantaged 

people have even less opportunities to access secondary and higher education. in the  last one decade, 

there has been an sharp increase in number of educational institutions and human resources in the institu-

tions but even then the density of educational institutions, Teacher- Pupil Ratio remain very low as com-

pared to many other emerging economies in the world.  

 

Current policies of GoI on employment, skill development and entrepreneurship are relatively new and 

many of them are not even implemented fully across the nation. India’s unskilled work force is rapidly 

increasing in the absence of adequate technical institutions such as ITI and Polytechnic. The fast growing 

Indian economy may create a  huge demand of skilled work force in near future; however  the current rate 

of skilling people is slow. According to the National Skill Development Policy, India has the capacity to 

provide formal skills to only around one crore youths in a year. The policy has ambition to skill 53 crore 

people by the end of year 2022, to achieve this target various ministries of GoI have set their yearly target 

to trained people in various trades. However, the progress of the target in last financial year stands as low 

as 14%.   

 

The education and skill development system in India is facing acute shortage of institutions, human re-

sources, infrastructure and funds. The system needs special attention to cater the rapidly increasing de-

mand of availability, accessibility, affordability, quality education and employability skill training.  

 

Development of a strong and healthy generation- 
The National Youth Policy-2014 aims to develop a strong and healthy generation to take on future chal-

lenges through strengthening health system, enhancing health care delivery and encouraging sports. The 

policy recommended increase in financial allocation to the various health and sports related schemes such 

as National Health Mission, Janani Suraksha Yojana, Non-Communicable Diseases, Sports Authority of 

India, Rajiv Gandhi Khel Abhiyan, National Service Scheme (NSS), National Cadet Corp (NCC) and 

Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS).  

 

Public health care institutions and health care delivery have improved in last few years with the help of 

National Rural Health Mission and other public health policies. According to an assessment of NRHM, 

C O V E R  S T O R Y  
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during 2005 and 2012 the 24x7 hospitals (FRUs) have increased from 955 to 2536 with an increase of 

165%. In the poorest states, namely EAG states these institutions increased from 97 to 705 during the 

same period. This led to an improvement in maternal mortality, child mortality, institutional deliveries, 

immunization and primary health care. 

 

Despite having an improved health outcome in last one decade, India’s major health indicators are in very 

bad shape and public health spending is lowest among major BRICS countries. Indian government spends 

a little more than the current one percent (1.27%) of its GDP on health. Health is not among top priorities 

of union and state government’s budget. In 2013-14 India’s total public health, spending was merely 

4.8% of total public expenditure (CBGA, 2014). The share of public health spending in India is also very 

low; more than 70% of health spending comes from private expenditure. Further, 86.4% of the private 

expenditure on health comes from the pocket of the patient (CBHI, 2014). The data reflects that majority 

of health expenditure is born by the patient. It creates huge financial burden on socially, economically and 

geographically disadvantages section of the society and leads to further marginalization.  

 

The low public health spending has resulted in concentration of health institutions in urban areas and 

fewer options in rural areas. Rural areas are facing huge shortage of health institutions and health profes-

sionals even after an increase recorded during last one decade. The recent Annual Health Survey data re-

veals that eight EAG states namely UP, Bihar, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, MP, Uttarakhand, Assam, Chhattis-

garh and Odisha shares 71% of infant death, 72% of under-5 year mortality and 62% of maternal death 

that takes place in this country.  

 

Regardless of an improvement in health outcome in last one decade, India continues to have shortage of 

health institutions and health professionals. We have been allocating limited resources to deal with the 

health needs of the young population in India. Poor health commonly leads to the marginalization of a 

person, so it is highly important to address health care need of young population in order to achieve goal 

of NYP-2014.  

 

Instill social values and promote community services and Engage Youth- 
The policy has given due importance of inculcating positive social values among youth through various 

channels existing in different schemes, programmes and policies of government. Going a step ahead, it 

further seeks greater participation of youth in the process of nation building. There is no policy prescrip-

tion for these objectives however; it seeks improvement in existing channels. The thrust of instilling so-

cial values is to make youth understand social, cultural, linguistic and regional diversities and develop 

harmonious ways of coexistence.  

 

The existing policies and institutions such as NYKS, NSS, NCC, Panchayati Raj Institutions and NYPD 

have given importance to ensuring higher participation of youth. The policy also seeks participation of 

youth through other programs such as NRLM, education institutions, NGOs and corporate establish-

ments. NYKS has one of the largest networks of rural youth in India with wide presence in various dis-

tricts of India. However the districts centers of NYKS faces high crunch of financial and human re-

sources. In order to use effectively these channels of youth participation and engagement these institu-

tions needs to be strengthened and empowered. A better coordination between these institutions and sys-

tem of governance is also essential.   

 

Conclusion: 
The National Youth Policy – 2014 depicts a clear vision of India being led by young minds in the future. 

It promises a range of ideas to the youth in order to build their capacity to contribute efficiently in India’s 

social and economic progress. In the absence of a specific policy prescription and dependency on existing 

policies and programmes, the success of NYP-2014 will depend on effective coordination between stake-

C O V E R  S T O R Y  
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holders and concerned ministries. Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports will have to act proactively to 

ensure proper implementation of the policy. Having such as huge population of youth in a progressing 

economy like India is really a big opportunity. However, providing them quality education, health, train-

ing, skills and engaging them in systems of governance and creation of a harmonious society is a big 

challenge.  
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Macro Economic Dimension of India: Inflation Rates for the Month 

of July 25, 2014  
 

General Inflation Rates in Indian States: July 2014 (%)  

 
 

H E A D L I N E S  

States Rural Urban General 

All India 8.45 7.34 7.96 

Northern Region       

Jammu & Kashmir 6.31 7.15 6.67 

Himachal Pradesh 8.49 7.43 8.26 

Punjab 8.48 6.87 7.67 

Chandigarh 7.04 8.63 8.58 

Uttarakhand 8.46 5.79 7.50 

Haryana 8.57 6.30 7.74 

Delhi 4.57 7.14 6.99 

Uttar Pradesh 8.68 7.55 8.33 

Western Region       

Rajasthan 8.48 7.03 7.99 

Gujarat 7.71 6.01 6.82 

Maharashtra 7.45 6.43 6.84 

Goa 11.73 6.96 9.32 

Lakshadweep 11.10 6.11 8.40 

Daman & Die 7.25 8.47 7.70 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli 6.36 3.95 5.62 

Central Region       

Madhya Pradesh 7.05 7.26 7.13 

Chattishgarh 8.64 6.71 8.00 

Southern Region       

Andhra Pradesh 6.20 7.00 6.49 

Karnakata 6.08 9.42 7.85 

Kerala 9.51 9.71 9.61 

Tamil Nadu 6.48 6.68 6.58 

Puducherry 11.24 7.38 8.35 

Andaman & Nicobar Island 8.79 3.41 6.31 
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Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index 

(CPI) data of MOSPI. There is one month time lag in CPI data (New Series 2010=100) provided by 

MOSPI, Government of India. 

 

Inflation Rates across the states indicate the following   

 20 states have more than All-India inflation rate in their rural sectors 

 17 states have more than All-India inflation rate in their urban sector 

 17 states have more than All-India inflation rate in general 

 Tripura has the highest inflation rate in India 

 

India May Not Achieve the Millennium Development Goal 

(MDG) Targets 
(Kundan Pandey, Down to Earth, August 21, 2014) 

  

Less than 500 days are left for nations to achieve the targets set under the United Nation’s MDGs. There are 8 such 

goals: 

 Halving extreme poverty rates 

 Achieving Universal Primary Education 

 Promoting gender equality and empowering women 

 Reducing child mortality by two thirds 

 Reducing maternal mortality by three quarters 

 Halting and reversing the incidence of HIV Aids, malaria and other major diseases. 

 Ensuring environmental sustainability. 

 Developing a Global Partnership for Development. 

 

It seems unlikely that India can achieve the MDGs. India is way off track in achieving the target set under the first 

goal for reducing poverty and hunger. Malnutrition amongst children is embarrassingly high. From 52 percent in 

1990, the proportion of underweight children below 3 years is to be reduced to 26 percent by 2015. The proportion 

of underweight children has declined from 43 percent in 1999 to 40 percent in 2006. However, if the trend contin-

ues, it is expected to come down to about 33 percent only, by 2015. 

 

Against the target to reduce infant mortality rate (IMR) to 27 per 1,000 live births, IMR has been reduced by nearly 

50 percent between 1990 and 2012.The present level of IMR is 42 per 1,000 live births. Going by current trend IMR 

is likely to reduce to 40 in 2015. 

H E A D L I N E S  

States Rural Urban General 

Northeastern Region       

Arunachal Pradesh 7.57 - - 

Assam 9.70 10.02 9.75 

Manipur 2.10 8.51 4.33 

Meghalaya 15.28 9.19 13.94 

Mizoram 12.55 5.63 8.79 

Nagaland 15.95 8.99 13.14 

Tripura 22.44 15.88 20.59 

Sikkim 6.73 8.92 7.15 

Eastern Region       

Bihar 11.07 9.27 10.74 
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Viewing the limited time, several Civil Society Groups across the world have launched a series of interlinked public 

actions to demand that leaders deliver on promises to uphold the rights of women, men and children, incorporated in 

MDGs. In India, Wada Na Todo Abhiyan (WNTA), an Umbrella Coalition of over 4,000 Civil Society Organisa-

tions has also launched its activities. WNTA believes that the country needs to work with new vigour and forge truly 

transformative partnerships to realise MDGs. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/less-500-days-left-can-india-meet-its-mdg-targets 

Date Accessed: 24.08.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

RBI Outlines Challenges to Indian Economy in its Annual 

Report for 2013-14 
(Rahul Agrawal, CMIE Economic Outlook, August 22, 2014) 

  
The Reserve bank of India released its annual report for 2013-14 on 21st August 2014. In the report, it outlined chal-

lenges for the Indian economy in the short and medium run and further suggested some measure to combat to these 

challenges which are as follows: 

 

 Lowering food inflation through supply side management: Considering high food price inflation as a major 

macroeconomic challenge, the RBI has proposed relooking at agriculture price policy (since market prices are 

linked to Minimum Support prices), increasing storage and warehouse facilities and more competitive market-

ing structures among others. 

 

 Strengthening the monetary policy framework and transmission: It stressed on a robust, transparent and 

effective monetary policy framework to curb high inflation. It proposed a credible nominal anchor to fix infla-

tion expectations. Monetary impediments in transmission are also to be taken care of through accountability of 

central bank for targets and establishing its functional autonomy. 

 

 Fiscal adjustment through revenue amplification: RBI acknowledged the fact that even though fiscal con-

solidation has primarily focused on expenditure cutting since second half of 2012-13, it now needs to be sup-

ported by revenue expansion. It therefore suggests increasing of tax base and improved tax compliance-through 

tax reform (Goods & Services Tax (GST)), minimization of distortions and efforts from the tax Administration 

Reform Commission. 

 

 Removing obstacles and improving access to finance: The RBI realizes the need to focus on imparting fi-

nance to those who are spurned or crowded out of credit markets in order to promote inclusive development. 

Major policy challenges for this are the obstacles to finance for small business – poverty, lack of collateral, in-

formation asymmetry etc. This information asymmetry can be corrected partly through better credit reporting, 

lower intermediation costs (through competition) as well as sound capitalized financial institutions. Main-

streaming of financial inclusion is seen as a progressive step here. 

 

 Managing the NPA cycle to improve soundness of the banking system: The RBI finds a need for counter-

cyclical capital buffers and a vigorous provisioning to deal with cyclical economic movements; along with a 

need for an improvement in credit quality of banks which has deteriorated considerably over last three years. 

 

http://economicoutlook.cmie.com/kommon/bin/sr.php?

kall=wshreport&nvdt=20140822171721163&nvpc=035000000000&nvtype=TIDINGS 

Date Accessed: 02.09.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
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‘Make in India’ a Dream Difficult to Achieve 
 (Dipti Jain, Livemint and the Wall Street Journal, August 21, 2014) 

 

“Come, make in India. Be it Plastics or cars or satellites or agricultural products, come make in India,” Prime Minis-

ter (PM) said in his Independence Day speech. The ground realities of India’s manufacturing sector make this a dif-

ficult dream to achieve. 

 

India’s manufacturing sector contributed 13 percent to its economic output in 2013.World Bank data shows that 

manufacturing sector’s contribution to Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is even lower than that of Pakistan, Bangla-

desh as well as Brazil, Russia and China. 

 

According to Economic Survey 2012-13 Indian workers have low productivity. This is reflected in the fact that In-

dia’s share of employment in industry is at par with that of other Asian economies, but its share of value –added in 

industry has fallen. The gap in labour productivity between large and small sectors in India is in the ratio of 8:1 

compared to 3:1 in Japan, Korea, and Taiwan. With no incentive to invest in upgrading skills of largely temporary 

workers or investing in capital equipment, most small enterprises in India continue to remain small and unproduc-

tive. 

 

Indian manufacturing has also suffered from rigid labour laws and absence of good quality infrastructure. The 

World Bank’s “ease of doing business index” ranks India as 132. Unless problems of low productivity, rigid labour 

laws and poor infrastructure are first sorted out, there is little chance of foreign businessmen coming to India to 

make things. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/F5QqV0GErpseshTfKQqd8J/Make-in-India-a-distant-dream.html 

Date Accessed: 24.08.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

High Level Committee set to Decide Retrograde Tax Cases 
(Economic Times, August 28, 2014) 

 

The Central Board of Direct Taxes set up a four-member committee headed by a joint secretary to scrutinize all 

cases of indirect transfers prior to April 2012, when the law was retrospectively amended to tax overseas transac-

tions of companies. 

 

The committee shall retrospectively decide tax cases within 60 days of receiving them from the assessing officer 

(AO). It is for the AO to approach the committee when faced with an IT case from before April 2012. The cases 

referred to the panel should have no pending proceedings of assessment or reassessment, notice for proposed assess-

ment or reassessment and proceedings under Section 201. 

 

The panel will have to give its first report by December 2014 and subsequent reports shall be submitted on a half-

yearly basis (June 30 and December 31 every year). The Income Tax Act, 1961, was amended by the UPA govern-

ment in the 2012 budget retrospectively from its year of conception allowing authorities to tax overseas transactions 

involving indirect transfers of Indian assets. 

 

The new government looks to create a non-adversarial and predictable tax regime for investors as it is keen to send 

out positive signals to investors, seeking to lift growth that touched decadal lows in 2012-13 and 2013-14. Finance 

Minister Arun Jaitley did not undo the amendment to the Income Tax Act but promised to create this mechanism to 

prevent harassment of taxpayers. 

 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-08-28/news/53324786_1_retro-tax-cases-indirect-transfers-apex-

direct-taxes-body 

Date Accessed: 29.08.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 
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Government Proposes to Expand Scope of Electronics 

Manufacturing Subsidy Scheme 
(Surabhi Agarwal, Business Standard, August 30, 2014) 

 

The electronics manufacturing subsidy scheme is proposed to be revised by the Department of Electronics and In-

formation Technology. This proposal seeks to make scheme more investor-friendly and expanding its ambit to in-

clude several new categories. The new additions include nuclear fuel cells, smart cards, capital equipment along 

with white goods. 

 

It is expected that consumer durables under the Modified Special Incentive Package Scheme (MSIPS) would en-

courage investment flow in India. Several large multinational firms such as Panasonic, Samsung and Videocon, 

among others, are said to have approached the department seeking the same incentives offered to manufacturers of 

electronics. 

 

Rameesh Kailasam, senior director, APCO Worldwide, said consumer electronics is regarded as the largest and the 

fastest-growing manufacturing industry in the world. "Its inclusion in MSIPS will significantly enhance investment 

in the country, create jobs and reduce the import bill." 

 

The department seeks the industry's inputs on the revised draft of the policy, which was notified in 2012 and is sup-

posed to expire in July 2015. An extension of the policy for another three years is being proposed as per an official. 

"The procedure is also being streamlined to reduce delay in processing of the applications plus the (investment) 

thresholds have been rationalised and additional verticals are being added," added the official. 

 

The revised policy will be sent for inter-ministerial consultation, and thereafter for approval by the Cabinet once the 

industry's comments are received. It proposes reimbursement of Central taxes and duties for a few categories such as 

solar cells, nano electronic components, chip components and discrete semiconductors among others. Further under 

MPSIS the government provides 20-25 per cent subsidy on capital expenditure for manufacturers of electronics. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/govt-proposes-to-expand-scope-of-electronics-

manufacturing-subsidy-scheme-114083000753_1.html 

Date Accessed: 3.9.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 
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POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE  

Government to Release Under-trials Who Have Served Half 

Their Maximum Terms 
(Firstpost, September 1, 2014) 
 

In a move that is being hailed as the Modi government's first step towards judicial reforms, the Union Government 

has started work on a system where undertrials, who have served at least half of what their sentences would have 

been, will be released from prison. However, according to reports, prisoners serving life terms or slapped with death 

penalty will not come under the ambit of this new programme. 
 

Law minister Ravishankar Prasad has said that the NDA government is developing a database software, where all 

details of prisoners will be uploaded, including the dates of their arrival. The pilot system is being tested in Tihar 

Jail. “Over 66 per cent of prisoners are undertrials and there are several others who are overstaying their sentence. 

Their ratio is more than that of the actual convicts. It is not only a human rights issue but also a matter of great con-

cern for the judiciary. Laws will be appropriately amended and the service of Information and Communication 

Technology (ICT) will be used to uphold the criminal justice system”, Prasad added. 
 

According to a count by Times of India, out of the 3.81 lakh prisoners across the country, around 2.54 lakh, or two-

third, are under-trials. Many of the under-trials exceed the prison time that they would have been awarded, had they 

been on a trial and been convicted. If the system proves to be a success the correctional homes in India will also be 

significantly de-congested. 
 

http://www.firstpost.com/india/modi-govt-to-release-undertrials-who-have-served-half-their-maximum-terms-

1690481.html 

Date Accessed: 02.09.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 
 

Cleanliness a Casualty of Funds Crunch in Government 

School Toilets 
(Ramazauva Chhakchhuak, Deccan Herald, September 01, 2014) 
 

The latest statistics compiled by the Ministry of Human Resource Development on the presence of toilets in govern-

ment schools across the country; show Karnatka among the few states with toilets in almost all schools. Experts are, 

however, of the opinion that a lot needs to be done in terms of maintenance and functionality of the toilets. 
 

According to the District Institute System of Education (DISE) figures for 2013-14, of 46,421 government schools 

in Karnataka, only 12 are without girls’ toilets, and 24 are without boys’ toilets. In addition to this, 30 schools have 

dysfunctional girls’ toilets and another 68 have dysfunctional boys’ toilets. 
 

Even though states such as Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand have almost the same number of govern-

ment schools as Karnataka, the number of such schools without toilets is far more when compared with Karnatka. 

 

Anand Swaminathan, Head, Field Institutions, Azim Premji Foundation, pointed out that while there has definitely 

been a clear improvement in terms of availability of toilets in schools in the last decade, a lot still needs to be done 

in terms of their maintenance. 

 

“Building toilets is one thing, maintaining them is another. Maintenance is usually taken care of by the school ad-

ministration and local management. However, the funds they receive for the purpose are mostly inadequate. Many 

schools may even have to source money from the local community for the purpose. Both factors - budget and re-

sponsibility of the management - need to be considered, while talking about toilets in government schools, he said” 
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Review Tax Treaties, Power Equipment Imports, Says Spe-

cial Investigation Team (SIT) on Black Money 
(Nirmal Mathew, LiveLaw.in, August 22, 2014) 
  

The Supreme Court (SC) appointed Special Investigation Team (SIT) on black money has submitted its interim re-

port on 20 August 2014. It has recommended that India’s Taxation Treaties with other countries be redrafted and 

penal provisions be introduced to attach the Indian assets of offenders who fail to bring back black money from 

abroad within a month of the completion of investigations. Effecting necessary changes in Tax Treaties would en-

able agencies to legally seek data on black money from foreign countries. 
 

The SIT headed by retired SC Justice M.B Shah and retired SC Justice Arijit Pasayat as vice- chairman, has identi-

fied the major industries and practices that generate black money and which will now be the focus of its investiga-

tion. The SIT felt that tracking locally generated black money and stopping its transfer outside is an important com-

ponent of fighting the menace of black money. SIT has identified instances of over- invoicing in power plant ma-

chinery and equipment imports leading to surreptitious transfer of money abroad. 
 

SIT has also recommended amending the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) to introduce a provision 

under which the Enforcement Directorate (ED) would be able to attach the properties of those who do not bring 

back black money within a month of the end of the investigation. Under the PMLA, the ED currently has the power 

to only attach properties bought with the proceeds of the crime.SIT has also focused on Mining and Real estate in-

dustries and the phenomena of shell companies that generate black money. 
 

The SC applauded the efforts of the SIT. It has sought the next report from the SIT by November 11, giving it more 

than 2 months time. 
 

http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/ 

Date Accessed: 24 .08.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
 

SECURITY 

Counter-terror Organisation NIA Seeks Force Expansion 
(Firstpost, September 1, 2014) 
 

The National Investigation Agency (NIA), the nodal counter terror body in India, is facing a shortage of manpower 

and anti-terror infrastructure, but the scope of its expansion has been limited. 
 

Recently, the NIA sent the Home Ministry a detailed vision document citing the immediate requirements the agency 

faced given that it wants to expand its base both in terms of intelligence gathering and in terror investigations. 

Among the demands made by the NIA were the expansion of its force from the current 800 to 2,000 and an increase 

in its scope in investigations. However, a letter from the Home Ministry has declined the NIA’s request saying the 

NIA already had 200 vacancies that were yet to be filled.  Officials in the NIA claim that those vacancies are be-

cause of administrative failures. 
 

Set up in 2008 after the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks, the NIA was functioning out of a makeshift office in a Delhi 

mall. It was only in September last year that the government allotted the agency an office in what was the 2010 

Commonwealth Games headquarters on Jai Singh Road in Central Delhi. The agency also has branches in Mumbai, 

Hyderabad, Kerala, Lucknow, Guwahati and Kochi which are understaffed and reportedly lacking in required 

counter-terror infrastructure. 
 

Further, according to a Hindustan Times report, the NIA has faced difficulties in the past as it did not have a data-

base of criminals in the country and it doesn't appear to share a good relationship with the Intelligence Bureau and 

the Anti-Terror Squad. 

http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-

1690725.html 

Date Accessed: 02.09.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  

http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/sit-black-money-submits-first-report/
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/counter-terror-organisation-nia-seeks-force-expansion-bjp-govt-declines-1690725.html


 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 3 . 5  P a g e  1 6  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

States Facing Insurgency, Communal Discord are Hit by Va-

cancies in Police Force 
(Deeptiman Tiwary, Times of India, August 17, 2014) 
 

At a time when rising crime, terrorism and communal violence call for strengthening of security, Government data 

points to a large number of vacancies in police force across the country. The vacancies account for nearly one – 

fourth (5.5 lakh) of the total sanctioned strength of over 22 lakh. 
 

Among the states with huge vacancies in police force are those faced with insurgency or having a history of commu-

nal strife. Gujarat has 40 percent vacancies in its police force. Haryana with 36 percent vacancies, West Bengal with 

35 percent Chhattisgarh with 31 percent and Uttar Pradesh with 21 percent vacancies, join Gujarat as the first five 

states with substantial percentage of sanctioned strength of the police force suffering from vacant positions. 
 

Uttar Pradesh has the highest number of vacancies at over 1 lakh, accounting for almost 20 percent of all vacancies 

in the country. The best performer is Maharashtra. With a sanctioned strength of over 2 lakh, it has only 7 percent 

vacancies. Assam also has done well with only 1 percent vacancy of the sanctioned strength. 

 

Representation of minorities in the police force is another critical issue. The Home ministry’s data show, except 

Border Security Force and Assam Riffles, all para- military forces such as Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), 

Indo –Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) have less than 10 percent representation from the minorities. Among para- mili-

tary forces, while Assam Riffles has the highest representation of minorities at 16.16 percent, ITBP has the lowest at 

6.18 percent. CRPF, deployed for controlling communal clashes, has 9.24 percent representation from the minori-

ties. 
 

 http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/5-5-lakh-vacancies-hit-police-force/articleshow/40353305.cms 

 Date Accessed: 26 .08.2014 

 (Devyani Bhushan) 
 

HEALTH 

50 Life-Saving Drugs Brought Under Price Control Order 
(Kundan Pandey, Down to Earth, August 21, 2014) 
 

National Pharmaceuticals Pricing Authority (NPPA) has decided to bring 50 additional cardio-vascular and anti-

diabetic drugs under price control. NPPA has issued a new set of price notifications for these 50 drugs under para-

graph 19 of the Drug Prices Control Order (DPCO), 2013. The notifications were issued in light of evidence show-

ing these life- saving drugs were overpriced and to curb profiteering. This initiative of the NPPA is to cap the prices 

of formulations for essential and life saving medicines that fall outside National List of Essential Medicines, 2011. 
 

Pharmaceutical industry has challenged the legality of fixing the prices of the 50 medicines under DPCO 2013 in 

High Courts of Mumbai and Delhi. Contrary to pharma industry claims of huge loss, price control notifications for 

50 drugs will impact retail market only marginally, as per health activists and non- governmental organisations 

(NGOs). NGOs like All India Drug Action Network, Jan Swasthya Abhiyan, Low Cost Standard Therapeutics, 

Medico Friends Circle, All India Peoples Science Network and National Working Group on Patent Laws have wel-

comed the decision of NPPA. The loss in sales revenue due to NPPA action has been estimated at approximately Rs 

350 crores. This represents a loss of only 2 percent in the anti - diabetic therapy segment and 2.5 percent in the car-

diac therapy segment. The NGOs have requested the Government to stand by its decision. 
 

Various drug price control orders provide the Government with the power to intervene in public interest. Price noti-

fications of NPPA for life saving medicines outside the National List of Essential Medicines, can facilitate a pro- 

public health policy of drug price control. 
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Capital’s De-Addiction Centres for Homeless Fail 
(Bindu Shajan Perappadan, The Hindu, September 03, 2014) 

 

Earlier in August, a study by Childhood Enhancement through Training and Action (CHETNA), an organization 

working for the cause of children, had found that there are around 1.5 lakh to 2 lakh street children in the Capital 

and almost 80 per cent of them are involved in substance abuse. Now, a survey conducted by an NGO ‘Shahri Adhi-

kar Manch: Begharon Ke Saath’, which works for the welfare of the homeless, has found that only three of the thirty 

two de-addiction centres present in Delhi are providing service to the homeless. These are centres at AIIMS, G.B. 

Pant hospital and Institute of Human Behaviour, Dilshad Garden. Their report mentions that even in these 3 centres 

that work, there is no provision for the homeless citizens, as two out of these three centres require an attendant to 

accompany the person being admitted. 

 

The team members conducted a door-to-door survey at the addresses where the Delhi government claimed that the 

de-addiction centres were functional. However, instead of de-addiction centres, they found a family residence, a 

church, an LPG shop and so on. They also found that some de-addiction centres existed only on paper. 

 

The group in its observation observed that there is a demand for such centres by many men, women and children 

who are keen to go, however there are no places to serve their needs. There will be progress only if all the drug de-

addiction centres work, as listed by the Delhi Government. 

 

Even though the Social Welfare Department has listed categories ranging from detoxification, referral service, after-

care and follow-up along with support to families for rehabilitation available at these centres, the homeless are ef-

fectively elbowed out due to stipulations such as an attendant being required to accompany those admitted. 
  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/capitals-deaddiction-centres-for-homeless-fail-to-serve-their-purpose/

article6375309.ece?homepage=true 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/two-lakh-street-children-lured-into-substance-abuse-in-delhi/

article6327831.ece 

Date Accessed: 03.09.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
 

TRANSPORT 

Mumbai’s Suburban Rail Network to Buy Cheaper Electric-

ity from Gujarat 
(Rajendra B Aklekar, Mumbai Mirror, September 02, 2014) 
 

Mumbai’s suburban railway network will now get cheaper electricity from Gujarat. Western railway is also working 

on a similar shift to the neighboring state's power generators. Buying electricity from Gujarat will reduce prices 

from INR 7 per unit to INR 5 per unit. 
 

Currently, Indian Railways (IR) pays fixed electricity charges throughout the day. IR buys electricity at industrial 

rate and has to run the services at subsidised rates. High tariff is a huge drain of resources for the railways, which 

consumes 160 million units a month. As of now, 25 per cent of the Western Railway’s income is spent on electric-

ity. 
 

The Railway Energy Management Corporation (REMC), which is responsible for energy conservation, power trad-

ing and power generation, has already started negotiation with Gujarat electricity board. The western railway is also 

seeking response from the Maharashtra government to move the deal forward. 

 

http://www.mumbaimirror.com/mumbai/others/Mumbais-suburban-rail-network-to-buy-cheaper-electricity-from-

Gujarat/articleshow/41482717.cms 

Date Accessed: 2.09.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  
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TECHNOLOGY 

Indian Scientists Find a ‘Wonder Herb’ in the High Himala-

yas 
(Zeenews, August 24, 2014) 
  
In the high hostile peaks of the Himalayas where sustaining life is a challenge in itself, Indian scientists say they 

have found a "wonder herb" which can regulate the immune system, help adapt to the mountain environment and, 

above all, protect from radioactivity. 
 

Rhodiola, a herb found in the cold and highland climate, has led India`s leading scientists to wonder if it is the end 

to the quest for "Sanjeevani", the mythical herb. Locally called `Solo` in Ladakh, the qualities of Rhodiola were 

largely unknown so far. The leafy parts of the plant were used as vegetable by locals. However, research by the Leh-

based Defence Institute of High Altitude Research (DIHAR) is exploring the therapeutic values of the herb that 

shows it can do wonders for the troops posted in difficult high altitude areas like the 5,400-metres-high Siachen gla-

cier. 

 

The Leh-based lab of the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), the world’s highest agro-

animal research laboratory, has been researching on this wonder plant for more than a decade. In the barren glacier 

of Siachen where white is the only colour visible for miles, depression is a problem troops face. The high altitude 

and harsh climate also make them lose appetite. 

 

“Rhodiola is a wonder plant that has immunomodulatory (enhancing immune), adaptogenic (adapting to difficult 

climatic condition) and radio-protecting abilities due to presence of secondary metabolites and phytoactive com-

pounds unique to the plant,” R.B. Srivastava, Director, DIHAR, told IANS. Some other qualities the plant is found 

to be containing in studies across the world include fast recovery after heavy workout, memory enhancement, and 

cardiac Stress reduction. 
 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/eco-news/indian-scientists-find-a-wonder-herb-in-the-high-himalayas_956954.html 

Date Accessed: 02.09.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

Government Wants New Survey for Western Ghats No-go 

Zone 
(Hindustan Times, September 03, 2014) 
  
The environment minister has directed six states to conduct a survey in Western Ghats to identify eco-sensitive 

zones in biodiversity rich areas. These states include Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu. 

 

The six states had objected to recommendations, by Gadgil Panel and Kasturirangan Panel, of creating ‘no-

development zones’ in Western Ghats. The Gadgil Panel had suggested that the entire (1.8 lakh sq km) Ghats should 

be declared a no-development zone whereas the Kasturirangan Panel had suggested that one-third of the hills should 

be declared as a no-development zone. 

 

Officials said that the panels relied on satellite imaging to identify such zones. Surveys, on the other hand will pro-

vide information on the actual ground situation. The government has asked the states to submit the reports. 

 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/govt-wants-new-survey-for-western-ghats-no-go-zone/article1-

1259342.aspx 

Date Accessed: 3.09.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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Petrol Price Cuts a Boost for Less Polluting Cars 
(Deccanherald, August 31, 2014) 
 

The country has witnessed multiple petrol price cuts this month, a welcome relief for the middle classes in the times 

of inflation. The narrowing price gap between petrol and diesel prices may also push people towards less polluting 

petrol-run cars. 
 

With international prices crude oil rates dropping to around $100 a barrel, petrol prices have been cut by a further 

Rs. 1.51 a litre excluding local taxes. Diesel rates were, however, hiked by 50 paise a litre, in line with the January 

2013 decision to hike diesel prices till under recoveries, or losses, on sale of the fuel below cost are wiped out. 
 

Thus, the difference between both fuels has dropped to less than Rs 10 per litre in the three metros, except in 

Kolkota where petrol continues to be costlier by around Rs 12. This narrowing of price gap means that the govern-

ment subsidizing of rich diesel-car owners, who anyway cause more pollution, will end in some time. The govern-

ment cutting down diesel subsidies will help control fiscal deficit. Diesel is around 14 percent costlier now than a 

year back, while in run up to the festival season the auto market has shown signs of a shift towards petrol variants 

after two years, boosted by falling petrol prices. 
 

When Honda cars launched its Amaze Model in India last year, it found 80 percent customers going for the diesel 

sedan, the figure however dropped to 50 percent last month. Maruti Suzuki is reported to have shelved plans for a 

new diesel engine plant in Gurgaon, with diesel cars sales having declined seven percent, while sales of is petrol 

cars have grown by nearly 11 percent in the past few months. 
 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/428463/petrol-price-cuts-boost-less.html 

Date Accessed: 02.09.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

AGRICULTURE 

A Million People at Risk as Somalia Slides Towards Famine: 

UN 
(Zeenews.india.com, September 02, 2014) 

  

United Nations reported that over a million people are suffering in conditions of drought, famine and hunger. This 

represents an increase of a fifth compared with the numbers affected in January. The UN’s Food Security and Nutri-

tion Analysis Unit (FSNAU) and the US-funded Famine Early Warning Systems Network released the joint report. 

 

Over 43,000 children are at extreme risk of dying from hunger. Moreover, one in seven children are acutely mal-

nourished. The gradual gains made from the 2012 famine are wearing out due to poor rains, conflict, trade disrup-

tions and reduced humanitarian. 

 

The 2012 internationally backed government of Somalia is under pall because of rising hunger, reports of corruption 

and continued attacks from insurgents called Shebab. The Shebab were driven out the main towns but still control 

important road links. They cut food supply and create price rise in the country. 

 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/world/a-million-people-at-risk-as-somalia-slides-towards-famine-un_1463949.html 

Date Accessed: 2.09.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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GENDER 

No Cases Filed under Domestic Violence Act in Jharkhand 
(A.S.R.P. Mukesh, The Telegraph, August 28, 2014) 
 

During the fourth DGP Aapke Dwar programme in Ranchi on August 27th 2014, it was revealed that not a single 

case has been registered under the Protection of Women from Domestic violence Act (2005). The Government of 

India brought the act into force in 2006, and it protects the women from actual abuse or its threat that can be physi-

cal, sexual, verbal, emotional or economic in nature. Jharkhand has repeatedly been in news regarding closed-door 

crimes against women such as dowry torture, wife-beating, imposed abortions of female foetus and abandonment or 

illegal second marriage. Against this backdrop, the fact that there are no cases under the said Act is unsettling. 
 

The chief reason for this was alarming. It was realized that police personnel either did not know about the Act or 

were clueless on imposing its sections. The total number of FIRs filed, relating to crimes against women, was a 

mere twenty in 2014, with mostly relating to dowry. Ignorance and orthodox mindsets are major impediments. In 

the programme, it was brought out that marital problems are primarily dealt with through counseling so as to “avert 

broken homes.” Complaints were made about the unfriendly behavior meted out towards women at police stations. 
 

The DGP stressed that organization of sensitization programmes is of the essence, along with general responsibility 

on part of the media. Such a move may even find worth at a national level. 
 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140828/jsp/jharkhand/story_18770462.jsp#.VAV-XaWTbdk 

Date Accessed: 01.09.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
 

Conference on Making Rural Women a Partner in Develop-

ment Process 
(International Institute for Sustainable Development, August, 2014) 
 

An international conference was organized by the National Union for Women of Morocco on “Rural Woman, Part-

ner in the Development Process” in Rabat. The conference was endorsed by Princess Lalla Meryem and supported 

by the Ministry of Agriculture and Marine Fisheries, the National Initiative for Human Development, the United 

Nations Development Program, and the Islamic Organization for Education, Sciences and Cultures. 
 

The purpose of the conference was to serve as an international platform to exchange experiences on empowerment 

for rural women and to provide recommendations to the United Nations Economic and Social Council to better ac-

count for rural women in the post-2015 Millennium Development Goals. 
 

Eight key messages were derived from the conference namely: 

 Rural women play a key role in economic growth and food security; 

 Rural women are diverse and are facing new conditions; 

 Rural women continue to be subjected to various types of violence; 

 Promoting the education of rural women and supporting gender equity; 

 Political and legislative progress towards gender equity is being made in various countries, but implementation 

remains a challenge; 

 The economic empowerment of rural women requires better access to, and control over, key resources includ-

ing information and communication technologies (ICTs); 

 Rural women remain invisible in the media or are typically pictured as stereotypes; 

 Establishing strategic networks is imperative to improving the condition of rural women. 
 

Morocco is increasingly stepping up in promoting gender equity within the ambit of its legislative and political 

framework. As a result of these efforts, women are playing a greater role in the socio-political development of the 

country. 

http://www.iisd.org/sites/default/files/publications/rural_women_partner_development_process.pdf 

Date Accessed: 29.08.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 
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Growing Sex Trade in the Northeast 
(Sumir Karmakar, ABPlive, August 28, 2014) 
  

The National Commission for Women expressed concern over the growing non-brothel sex trade in the Northeast on 

August 27, 2014 in a regional conference on trafficking of women and children in Guwahati. The topics being dis-

cussed are the present situation of trafficking, identifying the challenges faced by agencies, and rescue and rehabili-

tation of victims. They will also strive to form a network to supplement coordination to fight the crime. It has 

prompted the faculties in the region to improve coordination among them to avert women and children from getting 

thrown into non-brothel sex trade, which is increasingly becoming common in spas, massage parlours and beauty 

salons. 
 

A member of the panel explained that young girls get fascinated by the glamour of city life and move out, only to 

fall prey to such trades. Additional director-general of police Mukesh Kumar Sahay called the trafficking situation 

in Assam “disturbing” and acknowledged that the traffickers take advantage of the recurring riots, when the police 

and administration remain distracted; the traffickers use this opportunity to make inroads in relief camps set up for 

the displaced. To curb this, he added that police stations should be made more women friendly and support system 

should be enhanced. 
 

Most of the girls from northeast move to cities in lieu of jobs, hikes, and promotion and become easy targets for 

criminals who engage them in prostitution. The panel suggested a number of initiatives that can be initiated/ 

strengthened further to combat this situation. They suggested that the proper implementation of MGNREGS should 

be carried out to provide jobs to women in their villages to stop the rampant exodus that results in exploitation. The 

enforcement agencies must step up vigil at transit points and supply routes to prevent the crime. Tushar Rane, the 

chief of UNICEF field office, Assam, said improving co-ordination among agencies to tackle trafficking in the 

Northeast was a priority. 
 

http://www.abplive.in/india/2014/08/28/article388340.ece/Growing-sex-trade-a-worry#.VAV-_aWTbdk 

Date Accessed: 02.09.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
 

REGIONALISM 

Resolution Passed by J&K Council to Resume Talks with 

Pakistan 
(Kashmir Images, August 29, 2014) 
 

The Legislative Council of the Jammu and Kashmir State Assembly unanimously passed a resolution pressing the 

state government to urge the Centre to resume Indo-Pak dialogue to “ensure peace and stability in the sub-continent 

in general and state of Jammu and Kashmir in particular”. 
 

The resolution was moved by the Chairman of Legislative Council, Amrit Malhotra, and supported by the National 

Conference, Congress and PDP members. The resolution also resolved that the state government should urge the 

Centre to take effective steps for prevention of firing along the Line of Control (LoC) and International Border (IB) 

and take appropriate measures for rehabilitating the victims. 
 

Under attack for the resolution passed by the Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Council on resumption of Indo-Pak 

dialogue, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said that the legislators voice the sentiment of the people who elect them. 

The Chief Minister had also criticized cancelling of talks by the Centre with Pakistan on the grounds of separatists 

“having tea with the Pakistan High Commission Authorities”. He said that such tea parties used to take place in the 

past from the time of Prime Minister Narsimha Rao but the dialogue process between India and Pakistan was not 

suspended on this ground. 
 

http://www.dailykashmirimages.com/news-jk-council-passes-resolution-seeking-resumption-of-indo-pak-talks-

65691.aspx  

Date Accessed: 29.08.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 
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Special Group Set Up to Fast Track Development in North-

east India 
(Mayank Aggarwal, dnaindia, September 01, 2014) 
  
The government has directed the Project Monitoring Group (PMG) to fast track development projects in the north-

east. It is reported that a special informal group has been formed within the PMG of the cabinet secretariat for the 

task. 
 

Government has identified 21 such key projects for ensuring faster clearances to them. Of 21 projects, nine projects 

are from Arunachal Pradesh alone, seven from Assam, three from Tripura and one each from Meghalaya and Ma-

nipur. Their total combined cost at present is Rs 1, 00,151 crores. 
  
More than 50 per cent of these projects (around 11), are power projects including that of transmission lines. Others 

include five railway projects, four projects related to petroleum and natural gas and one related to cement plant. 
 

Officials pointed out that the projects hope to tap the hydrological resources of North East. Moreover, through new 

ventures in railways, government hopes to better connect the region with the rest of India. 
 

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-special-group-set-up-to-fast-track-development-in-northeast-india-2015132 

Date Accessed: 3.09.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
 

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

A Push for Safeguarding Minority Languages 
(Indian Express, August 29, 2014) 

 

The Commissioner for Linguistic Minorities in India has made a case for safeguarding linguistic minorities in vari-

ous states in its 50th report. This comes at a time when the NDA and the PM have shown their preference for Hindi, 

the official language of India, and when the UPSC aptitude test has seen protests over the perceived language bias 

against Hindi-medium candidates. The report reaffirms the status of individual mother tongue, even if spoken by a 

minority, and called for its inclusion in primary education, recruitment and state-level exams. 

 

Articles 29 and 30 of the Constitution seek to safeguard linguistic diversity of India by enabling linguistic minorities 

and those using distinct script or language to preserve the same.  The Commissioner for Linguistic Minorities has 

made a recommendation that calls upon the states to identify and declare ‘Linguistic Minority Concentrated Areas’. 

The states and UT’s should declare/notify areas populated with linguistic minorities, constituting more than 15 per 

cent of the local population. 

 

Taking note of the erosion of different native languages spoken by minorities in a state, the commission recom-

mends that redressal of grievances in states be allowed and encouraged in languages that are spoken and not neces-

sarily the declared official language of the state. The report also mentions that “knowledge of state official language 

need not be insisted upon as a prerequisite at the time of entry into state services”. 

 

Other measures sought by the commission include registering a child’s mother tongue to be made compulsory, along 

with asking the parents their preferences for first language and optional language at the time of enrolment in school, 

encouraging teaching of minority languages in schools by filling in teacher vacancies, improving the teacher-student 

ratio for languages in a minority, and enabling the availability of textbooks in those languages at the start of the aca-

demic session. 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/push-for-protecting-languages-whose-speakers-a-minority/ 

Date Accessed: 30.08.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 
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INDIA IN THE WORLD 

India Allocates $ 100 m to Upgrade Iran’s Chabahar Port 
(Exim News Service, September 01, 2014) 

 

India has allocated $ 100 million for the purpose upgrading the Chabahar port, in Iran said Mr Shaida Mohammad 

Abdali, Afghan envoy in order to improve trade with Afghanistan and other Central Asian countries. Bilateral trade 

between India and Afghanistan is currently pegged at over $ 600 million. 

 

 "Ultimately, the port connects Central Asia with South Asia. And we have in-principle agreed to the plan. The draft 

has been circulated, and India has already pledged $ 100 million for upgrading the port," Mr Abdali said. 

 

Though Afghanistan is allowed to export to India through Pakistan, as pointed out by Mr Abdali, but India cannot 

export to Afghanistan through Pakistan, so the decision to use Chabahar port for Indo-Afghan trade was taken. "So 

we worked with the Indian government and all the three parties agreed that the Chabahar port will be upgraded and 

the two countries (India and Afghanistan) can operate, and also do business with Iran," he said. 

 

http://www.eximin.net/NewsDetails.aspx?name=26559 

Date Accessed: 2.9.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 
 

Indo-Japan Ties Scale New Heights as Modi, Abe Sign Key 

Agreements  
(ibnlive, September 02, 2014) 
  

This article highlights the outcomes of the ongoing visit by the Indian Prime Minister to Japan. Japan and India, 

Asia's second and third largest economies have signed five major agreements. These include agreements on on 

health, clean energy, women development, roads, and the Kyoto-Varanasi agreement. 

 

Japan has pledged $35 billion to India for the next five years towards funding next generation infrastructure pro-

jects, smart cities, rejuvenation of Ganga river and introduction of bullet trains. A deal on bringing Japan's high 

speed bullet trains to India has also been signed. However, the much anticipated nuclear energy accord could not be 

finalised between the two nations.   The nations have also decided to promote military equipment collaboration and 

accelerate discussions on modalities for the sale of Japanese US-2 amphibian aircraft. A decision to turn the 

‘Strategic and Global Partnership’ into a ‘Special Strategic and Global Partnership’ was also arrived at. 

 

"The two Prime Ministers reaffirmed the importance of defence relations between India and Japan in their strategic 

partnership and decided to upgrade and strengthen them," a joint statement issued after the talks said. 

 

http://ibnlive.in.com/news/indojapan-ties-scale-new-heights-as-modi-abe-sign-key-agreements-on-bullet-trains-

varanasi-revamp/495641-3.html 

Date Accessed: 2.09.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

India Considering Joining New Regional Infrastructure 

Bank 
(Prasanta Sahu, Wall Street Journal, August 27, 2014) 

  

India is likely join the new China-backed Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank. The bank was proposed by China 

last October as an alternative to the Asian Development Bank (ADB) backed by United States and Japan. Its objec-
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tive will be to meet Asia’s infrastructural needs. It would be started with a contribution of $50 billion in capital from 

member countries. 

 

In on-going negotiations, India has asked about ownership and control at the bank to ensure that it has a say in its 

decision-making. China has proposed that the shareholding of the new bank should be based on the weight of the 

Gross Domestic Products (GDP) of members making it the largest shareholder. India is seeking clarification on how 

the GDP would be calculated for each country. Officials from the Ministry of Finance and External Affairs are to 

submit a report about their findings within two months. 

 

India hopes the bank can fund cross-border infrastructure projects such as railway lines connecting countries. ADB 

estimates India requires $1 trillion for infrastructure in the 5 years ending in 2017. 

 

Despite history of border dispute between the two countries, both India and China are moving towards greater eco-

nomic collaboration. Last month they agreed on the BRICS bank. 

 

http://online.wsj.com/articles/india-considering-joining-new-regional-infrastructure-bank-1409149842 

Date Accessed: 3.09.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

Ukraine: UN Report Shows Rising Civilian Deaths, Ongoing 

Rights Abuses  
(UN News Centre, August 29, 2014) 
 

This article highlights the findings of a report on Ukraine released by the UN Office of the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights (OHCHR). The report; which covers the period from 16 July to 17 August notes that, intense fight-

ing, use of heavy weaponry in eastern Ukraine, has increased the loss of civilian life, with an average of around 36 

people being killed every day.  

 

According to UN estimates, at least 2,593 people have been killed in Ukraine between mid-April and 27 August 

2014. The number of displaced in the country as a whole was 190,000. 

 

“There is an urgent need to end the fighting and violence in the eastern regions, before more civilians are harmed or 

forced to flee, or face intolerable hardships trapped inside the conflict zones,” said High Commissioner for Human 

Rights Navi Pillay. 

 

The report documents a wide array of serious abuses committed primarily by the armed groups who have seized 

control over a large part of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions in the country’s east. The report adds that the Ukrain-

ian Parliament approved three laws that “appear to be in conflict with international human rights norms and stan-

dards.” 

 

The report notes that in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea- Ukrainian nationals, Crimean Tatars and other minori-

ties continue to be targeted. It added that the total number of internally displaced persons from Crimea in Ukraine is 

more than 16,000. 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48588#.VAVi8fmSzKA 

Date Accessed: 1.09.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 
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Russia to Revise Military Doctrine in Response to North At-

lantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
(The New York Times, September 2, 2014) 

 

With NATO leaders expected to endorse a rapid-reaction force of 4,000 troops for Eastern Europe this week, Rus-

sian military has indicated that they would revise the country’s military doctrine to account for the changing sce-

nario. 

 

In current developments, NATO has moved to strengthen the alliance’s military presence in Eastern Europe by es-

tablishing new military bases in the region and by deploying tank in Estonia, a member of NATO that borders Rus-

sia. Russia has opposed these moves vociferously. 

 

The Russian foreign minister, Sergey V. Lavrov, said a recent initiative by the Ukrainian government to shed its 

nonaligned status and to join NATO could scuttle efforts to negotiate a peace settlement between Kiev and separa-

tists in southeast Ukraine. 

 

Before a NATO summit meeting begins in Wales on September 4, 2014, President Obama is expected to visit Esto-

nia to highlight the United States’ commitment to the military alliance and the alliance’s determination to protect all 

28 members from aggression — from Moscow or elsewhere. Vladimir Putin has made public his apprehensions over 

these developments. He is wary that Ukraine would be drawn into the NATO 

 

On a nationally televised call-in show in April, Mr. Putin said, “When the infrastructure of a military bloc ap-

proaches our borders, we have grounds for certain apprehensions and questions.” 

 

“Crimea today is the territory of the Russian Federation, and armed aggression against Crimea will be seen as ag-

gression against the Russian Federation with all of the resulting consequences,” he said. 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/03/world/europe/ukraine-crisis.html?ref=world&_r=0 

Date Accessed: 02.09.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 
 

Look East Policy in Focus: India-Japan 
(Iftikhar Gilani, DNA, September 02, 2014) 

  
India’s Look East Policy seems to finally be showing tangible changes, as the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on 1 st 

September 2014, announced setting up a special Japan team in the Prime Minister's Office directly reporting to him. 

Steps were also taken to cut down dependence on the West to procure armaments as the Indian PM and his Japanese 

counterpart decided to upgrade and strengthen their defence cooperation. A series of progressive moves have been 

taken including 

 

 Infrastructure: The Japanese announced the launch of a feasibility study by the Japan International Cooperation 

Agency of a project for setting up of a 10 MW canal-top grid connected solar photovoltaic power plant in Guja-

rat as a model for next generation infrastructure. 

 Energy and Natural Resource: A loan agreement between the State Bank of India and the Japan Bank for Inter-

national Cooperation has been signed for the super-critical coal-fired power project in Meja in Uttar Pradesh 

and the launch of a feasibility study of a potential yen loan project for a super critical thermal power plant in 

Bihar. 

 Railway: Issuance of the interim report of the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-Speed Railway, where both sides have 

decided to cooperate on the Ahmedabad Metro Rail Project. 

 Skill development: Japan has envisioned a new sub-project named Village Buddha, which aims at leadership 

development for self-help groups in rural areas, taking into account the important role played by women in such 

groups. 

 Connectivity: A survey for identification of possible cooperation including road connectivity projects in  
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 Northeast states of India has been announced by Japan. 

 Maritime affairs: Both sides directed the Joint Working Group to accelerate progress in the preparations for a 

roadmap for the development of the Indian aircraft industry including the transfer of the aircraft and its technol-

ogy to India. 

 

A matter of concern in the ministry of external affairs here is that having such strong efforts towards Japan and other 

East Asian countries like Vietnam are bound to raise concerns in China, who is an immediate neighbor as well. 
 

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-look-east-policy-in-focus-now-2015520 

Date Accessed: 02.09.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
 

Australia and India To Sign Uranium Sale Deal  
(Vicky Validakis, MiningAustralia.com.au, September 03, 2014) 
  

Australia is likely to sign a uranium sale deal with India when the Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott visits to 

the country. The deal will allow India to buy uranium that Australia produces. Negotiations for the deal have been 

going on since 2011 when the Australian government removed the uranium trade ban. 
 

While India is a not a signatory of the Non-Proliferation Treaty, there are 22 safeguards agreements in place. More-

over, India has committed to using uranium for peaceful purposes only. 
 

Coal based power plants are struggling to keep with the rising electricity demands. India hopes to increase the power 

capacity of its 20 power plants from 4,780 Megawatts to 20,000 Megawatts by 2020. Similar agreements have been 

signed with several other countries including Argentina, Canada, Kazakhstan, France, Russia and the US. 

 

With over 40 percent of world’s uranium, Australia only exports 19% of this to the world. Australia, through this 

deal hopes to generate $1 billion dollar a year of investments and create 10,000 jobs. 

 

http://www.miningaustralia.com.au/news/australia-and-india-to-sign-uranium-sale-deal 

Date Accessed: 3.09.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
 

SOUTH ASIA 

Myanmar to Take Back Rohingya Refugees 
(The Hindu, August 13, 2014) 

 

In A major breakthrough in the decades-old humanitarian crisis, Myanmar agreed to take back scores of Rohingya 

refugees living in camps in Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazaar. Myanmar had previously refused to accept those who had 

fled from Rakhine state due to ethnic conflicts. 

 

According to Bangladeshi authorities, some 32,000 Rohingya refuges are living in the camps of Cox’s Bazaar. Ad-

ditionally, an estimated three to five lakh Rohingyas live in the bordering areas adjoining Myanmar. Bangladesh has 

proposed a security dialogue with Myanmar and both countries have agreed to jointly tackle drug and human traf-

ficking, arms smuggling and illegal movement of people. 

 

Myanmar released a provisional census data stating the population of the country as 51.4 million people. However, 

an estimated 1.09 million people from northern Rakhine state were not counted. This move by Myanmar spells 

hopes for Rohingya refugees residing in India too. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/world/myanmar-to-take-back-rohingya-nationals/article6367280.ece  

Date Accessed: 01.09.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 
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AFRICA 

Kenya Passes Law to Protect Against Human Trafficking 
(Elizabeth LaForgia, The Jurist, August 29, 2014) 

 

On 27thAugust 2014, Kenya’s parliament passed a law that will provide increased support to human trafficking vic-

tims and will make it easier to obtain sentences for perpetrators. Kenya has been on the US Department of State's 

watch list for the past three years for failing to make serious efforts to combat the crime, forced labour and sex traf-

ficking of men, women and children. The Victim Protection Bill imparts added support to victims of crime, includ-

ing the provision of a place of safety, food, medical treatment, psychosocial support and police protection, encour-

aging the victims to give evidence. The bill also sets up a fund to assist victims. 

 

This law brings hope, as there have been very few successful prosecutions even though Kenya’s Counter Trafficking 

in Persons Act became law in 2012. This is due to the high threshold of evidence required to obtain a conviction. 

Many trafficking victims are so traumatized that they are unwilling to give evidence. However, proponents of this 

new law believe that this reluctance might be removed if the victim is given care and protection as early in the proc-

ess as possible. The process will make the victims confident to face the courts with the assistance of a lawyer. 

 

Children in Kenya are trafficked to work as domestic labourers, in farming, fisheries, begging and for sex work, 

particularly for tourists on the coast. Human trafficking- "a multi-billion dollar industry which has trapped some 21 

million men, women and children in forced labor," occurs across the globe but is most prevalent in regions of con-

flict. The European Commission identified key risk factors as poverty, gender inequality, and social unrest. The 

governments of various countries must take steps in this regard to focus on the human rights of trafficked individu-

als while criminalizing and prosecuting human trafficking. 
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OPINIONS 

Political Crisis in Pakistan 
(Daniel Markey, Just Security, August 27, 2014) 

 

Once again, Pakistan is going through a political crisis. Street protests led by opposition politicians Imran Khan and 

Tahir-ul-Qadri have threatened the government of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and paralyzed the streets of Islama-

bad. However, no matter how Pakistan’s political crisis ends, there is little chance of a change in the way how Paki-

stan deals with the United States, India, Afghanistan, its own nuclear arsenal, or any of the other major issues. This 

can be explained through the cardinal rule for understanding Pakistan: when it comes to national security and for-

eign policy issuese, the army, far more than the civilian government tends to call the shots. 

 

Both the opposition leaders have been in confrontations with the ruling government while carefully avoiding not to 

clash with the army. Qadri speaks of the need for “revolution” in Pakistan frequently, but he does not speak of end-

ing the army’s dominant role in determining state policy. This repressive, anti-democratic character of a political 

order in which the military plays a dominant role not only staves off revolution, but  also stymies healthy reform and 

progress. Many political analysts have concluded that the only winner in the recent political crisis is the military and 

the ISI. The opposition political parties have failed to mobilise supporters to bring the issue to a meaningful end. 

 

This crisis will have marginal impact on Pakistan’s immediate national security concerns such as the war in 

neighbouring Afghanistan, counter-terror campaign or even the escalating border and diplomatic standoffs with In-

dia. The real consequences are long-term, affecting the trajectory of Pakistan’s political and economic development. 
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