
 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 3 . 2  

Disclaimer: The articles are summaries of the original article  and  the headlines have  been changed in certain cases. 

For the original articles please click on the link given below the article. 

 

More Inclusive Growth: Time to focus on 

Children 

                                         Compiled by RGICS 
                                                            Jawahar Bhawan, New Delhi 

 Issue Coordinator : Ms. Shruti Issar 
For private circulation and use only for RGICS’s educational and training purposes. 

Not for sale. 

 

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

 

RGICS POLICY 

WATCH 
1 s t  S e p t e m b e r ,  2 0 1 4  V O L . I I I  I S S U E - 4   

N E W  F R O M  

R G I C S  

 

Research   project  

 Case Studies on 

Public Policy 

Decision Mak-

ing  

 Region and 

Regionalism in 

India: Issues 

and Conse-

quences  

 Left Wing Ex-

tremism  

 Consequences 

of declining Sex 

Ratio  

 

Other Products  

 Legislative brief  

on  National 

Identification 

Authority India 

Act, 2010  

 Background 

Paper on Pro-

tection of Street 

Vendors  

 

 

 

I N S I D E  T H E   

I S S U E  

 

 Policy shift on 

anvil to promote 

air connectivity  

 India makes 

progress on 

GST implemen-

tation  

Source: http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/does-our-budget-care-about-children/article4508363.ece 

             HAQ: Budget for Children 2014-15 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/does-our-budget-care-about-children/article4508363.ece


 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 3 . 2  P a g e  2  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

In This Issue  

COVER STORY 

 

 More inclusive growth: Time to focus on Children 

 

HEADLINE OF THE WEEK 

 

 Policy shift on anvil to promote air connectivity  

 India makes progress on GST implementation  

 

SECTION 1: THE ECONOMY  

 

 Government plans regulator for rail Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)  

 More export sectors may be covered under interest subsidy scheme  
 India-Bangladesh trade: Boon for Tripura  
 80% in informal employment have no written contract  
 RBI Board approves proposal for overhaul  
 RBI to step up vigilance on banking sector to prevent fraud  

 

SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

 

 Politics and Governance: TRAI for curbs on corporates entering Media; Orissa MLA local area develop-

ment scheme plagued by poor planning, execution; Clamour grows for stringent regulation of surrogacy  
 Government: Government begins work on four new ultra mega power projects  

 Social and Economic Exclusion: Top Delhi hospitals keep out the poor  
 Education: Japan keen to host more Indian students; New scheme launched to improve mathematics, Lan-

guage skills  
 Urban: Condition of street dwellers remains unchanged 

 Environment: Easing of environmental clearance for rail, sand, coal and road projects; 18 industrial areas 

spreading toxins across Delhi; Jaldapara forest, BTR in need of action to reduce wood smuggling, poach-

ing; River inter-linking project: A criticism; Ken-Betwa project to affect Panna tiger reserve  

 Agriculture: Commission for Agricultural costs and Prices (CACP) recommends a moderate hike in wheat 

minimum support prices (MSP) for 2015-16 

 Defence: US overtakes Russia as top arms supplier to India; Defence research development organization to 

develop portable anti-tank missile 

 

SECTION 3: SOCIETY 

 

 Gender: Abolition of child marriage in India will take 50 years: UNICEF 

 Social Justice: DU introduces transgender category in PG admission; Concerns raised on Karnataka’s 

transgender policy draft 

 Regionalism: Central fund for power sector unused in J&K; Opposition to granting Union Territory status 

to Ladakh 

 Disabled: Universal identity cards to be issued to disabled persons  

 

SECTION 4: INDIA’S WORLD 

 

 India in the World: India’s Acting East Policy to focus on timelines, economic benefits  

 South Asia: Teesta water sharing: Bangladesh wants India to expedite signing deal 

 Americas: The American perspective on why US shouldn’t leave Afghanistan 

 

 



 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 3 . 2  P a g e  3  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

Key Message  
 

 

Policy Watch is a key instrument of RGICS's vision and strategy.  

RGICS's core vision is opening up the Indian state to peoples' voice -- in its leg-

islative, executive and judicial functions.  

Elected representatives and political parties have a central responsibility in chan-

neling peoples' voice into the functioning of the State. In turn, this requires en-

hancing the knowledge and capacity of elected representatives and political par-

ties on State policy. 

Policy Watch informs elected representatives and other political leaders about 

key policy developments nationally and globally. This will enable them to inter-

vene in policy decision making and reflect people's voice.  

Produced by a dedicated and talented team of scholars at RGICS, led by our 

young RG-RALs, Policy Watch is a unique product that presents information and 

analysis about policy for a political audience.  Policy Watch has by now covered 

over a thousand policy issues. 
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C o v e r  S t o r y  

More Inclusive Growth: Time to focus on Children 
 

Introduction 

In India, children (0-14 years) comprise one third of the total population in the country. However, even after 68 

years of Independence, they continue to be denied basic needs in terms of survival, development and protection. The 

recently released 'Millennium Development Goals (MDG) India Country Report-2014' captures India’s progress  

and limitations  within some of these critical areas for children. In this context, an analysis of the Union Budget 

(2014-15) is also useful for ascertaining if children are receiving their due in terms of financial planning and invest-

ment. HAQ and CGBA have published two reports which provide a detailed analysis on this issue. The following 

article will present the analysis from both the reports in addition to the MDG report. 

 

Children, Development Goals and Planning 

The MDGs have helped in bringing a much needed focus and pressure on basic development issues. Four out of the 

Eight MDGs focus attention on the needs of children.  These goals are also in conformity with the 12th Five Year 

Plan (2012-2017) which asserts that ‘more inclusive growth begins with children’. India’s performance on these 

indicators under the MDGs thus presents a dual opportunity. One, of assessing where gaps in development lie and 

second, of streamlining financial investment on children during planning at national and state levels. The following 

section presents India’s current performance under the MDG’s related to Child Survival, health, nutrition and educa-

tion along with the financial outlays spelt out for these heads under the current budget (2014-15). Another section on 

child protection along with the budget details on this head has also been provided keeping in mind the importance of 

overall welfare of children.  

 

Table: India’s progress towards Children specific Millenium Development Goal 

Source: Compiled from http://www.commonhealth.in/pdf/India%20MDG%20progress%20January%202014.pdf  
 

http://www.commonhealth.in/pdf/India%20MDG%20progress%20January%202014.pdf
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Child Survival and Health 

Every year, an estimated 26 million children are born in India. However, child mortality rate being high, not all chil-

dren survive. In 2011 alone, 1.7 million children under the age of five years died in India, which is more than any-

where else in the world (UNICEF, 2012).  

 

Under Five Mortality Rate, Infant Mortality Rate and Immunisation 

Goal 4 of the MDG is ‘Reduce Child Mortality’. However, India is only moderately on track and won’t be able to 

achieve a two-third reduction in the mortality rate among children under -5 years of age by 2015.  

 

The Under -Five Mortality Rate (U5MR) has declined from an estimated level of 125 per 1000 live births in 1990 to 

52 in 2012. Given the goal of 42 per thousand live births, India aims to reach 49 by 2015 as per the trend, missing 

the target by 7 percentage points.  

 

The Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) has reduced by nearly 50 % during 1990- 2012 and the present level is at 42. As 

per the trend, the IMR is likely to reach 40 deaths per 1000 live births, missing the MDG target of 27 with a consid-

erable margin.  

 

The national level coverage of the proportion of one-year old (12-23 months) children immunised against measles 

has registered an increase from 42.2 % in 1992-93 to 74.1 % in 2009 (UNICEF &GOI- Coverage Evaluation Survey 

2009). India is expected to cover about 89 % children in the age group 12-23 months for immunisation against mea-

sles by 2015 and will miss the MDG target by 11 percentage points. 

 

 
 

Child Development 

Besides increasing the survival rate of children, the country also needs to provide them with adequate levels of nutri-

tion and education in order to ensure that their development needs are met.  

 

The MDG 1 which is ‘Eradicate extreme poverty and Hunger’ requires States to ‘halve, between 1990 and 2015, the 

proportion of people who suffer from hunger’ with the indicator ‘Prevalence of underweight children under three 

years of age’. All-India trend of the proportion of underweight (severe and moderate) children below 3 years of age 

shows India is showing slow progress in eliminating the effect of malnourishment. From estimated 52 % in 1990, 

the proportion of underweight children below 3 years is required to be reduced to 26 % by 2015. Census 2011, re-

ports nearly 89 million children in the age group 0-3 years and with the 40% prevalence of underweight, 35.6 mil-

lion among them are underweight children. At this historical rate of decline, the proportion of underweight children 

is expected to come down to about only 33% by 2015.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Child Health and the Budget 
 

Although the Union Budget at the BE (Budget Estimate) stage increased by 7.78 % as compared to the previ-

ous year, the share of allocations for child health remain exactly the same as it was in the previous year’s 

budget, i.e. a mere 0.16 % of the total BE. In all, child heath received a total sum of Rs. 2914.44 Crore. There 

is a noteworthy increase of 11.10 % in the allocation of NRHM-RCH Flexi Pool with allocations going up 

from Rs.2360.11 Crore in 2013-14 to Rs. 2622.10 Crore in 2014-15. However, the allocations for ‘Routine 

Immunisation and Pulse polio Immunisation’ are zero as they have become the components of the Flexi Pool. 

Further, ‘Manufacture of Sera & Vaccine’ has observed a drastic decrease of 20.98 % against the previous 

year’s allocations. Given that India is far from achieving its MDG targets on IMR, U5MR and Immunisation, 

the allocations under health for children seem inadequate. Further, the Flexi Pool also seems inadequate to 

meet the challenge of severe inequalities across states. 

C o v e r  S t o r y  
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Education  
The MDG Goal 2 is ‘Achieving universal primary education’. By the measure of Net Enrolment Ratio (NER) the 

country had crossed in 2007-08, the 95% cut-off line regarded as the marker value for achieving 2015 target of uni-

versal primary education for all children aged 6-10 years.  

 

The MDG Goal 3 is to ‘Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women’ targeting to eliminate gender disparity in 

all levels of education, no later than 2015. In primary education, the Gender Parity Index in India (GPI of GER)  has 

gone up from 0.76 in 1990-91 to 1.01 in 2010-11 showing 33% increase, in secondary education the increase is from 

0.60 in 1990-91 to 0.88 in 2010-11 thereby showing 47% increase. The rates of increase in GPI signify India’s on–

the –track progress to achieving gender parity in enrolment by 2015. 

However, an analysis of the quality of education proved that 79 % of children in Standards I and II could barely read 

and recognize single digit numbers. By 2012, only 68 % of children surveyed in Standards I and II could read, and 

only 71 % could recognize numbers (CBGA).  

 

C o v e r  S t o r y  

Education and the Budget 
 

Given that the country has witnessed improvements in enrollment and not quality, the investment in education 

needs to be increased substantially. The 2014-15 Budget, while giving the maximum share within the children’s 

budget to education, also shows a 2.32 % decrease in comparison to the share it received in the Budget for 2013-

14. While, the allocations for ‘Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan’(SSA) was increased by only 1.83 %, the allocations for 

the Mid Day Meal Scheme remained unchanged.  A new scheme for the welfare of girl child named ‘Beti 

Bachao Beti Padhao Yojana’ has been launched this year with a total earmarked budget of Rs. 100 crore. How-

ever, this scheme does not feature anywhere in the Budget. Similarly, no allocations have been made towards 

the ‘Vocationalisation of Education’ scheme or ‘Skill India’s scheme which were mentioned in the budget 

speech.  

Child Nutrition and the Budget 
 

These statistics point out that most children in India are malnourished. However, despite this, the share for 

child development has reduced from 1.10% (2013-14) to 1.06% in the 2014-15 Budget. Within the share for 

child development, the maximum allocation of Rs. 18195 crore was under the Integrated Child Development 

Scheme (ICDS). However, this amount falls short by Rs. 8338 Crore recommended for ICDS under 2014-15 

as per the 12th Five Year Plan which proposed strengthening the ICDS scheme. Further, given the require-

ments of constructing 20,000 Aanganwadi Centres (AWCs) in the year 2014-15, the sum of Rs. 18195 crore 

earmarked for this purpose also falls short and does not take into account expenditures such as honorarium to 

Anganwadis, rent of AWCs etc. Finally, the ‘National Nutrition Mission’ saw no change in allocation as it 

remained at Rs. 300 crore this year. The lack of adequate funds for such key schemes and programmes mean 

that children in India will continue to be denied of adequate nutrition and care and India is unlikely to meet the 

MDG target even in the future. 
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Child Protection  

The MDGs have no indicators specifically related to child protection. However, the principle of child protection 

recognizes that “children are to be protected from all forms of harm, abuse, neglect, violence, maltreatment and ex-

ploitation in all settings” (National Policy for Children, 2013). However, Indian children are denied their basic right 

of protection in many forms and ways.  

 

Children in India continue to be exploited as laborers. India has the world’s largest number of child labourers under 

the age 14.The Census in 2001 found an increase in the number of child labourers from 11.28 million in 1991 to 

12.66 million in 2001. According to provisional statistics, nearly 11% of the total workforce in India consists of 

child labourers (Childline India). 

 

Table: Population of Children in Main and Marginal Workforce of India, 2010 Census Provisional Data 

 
Source: Childlineindia.org  

 

Besides being exploited as labourers, children are often victims of crime as well. Crimes against children recorded 

an increasing trend, indicating the need for increased protection and care for children. A total of 58,224 cases of 

crimes against children were reported in the country during 2013 as compared to 38,172 cases during 2012. Crime 

against children has shown an increasing trend over the past few years, with 2013 registering an alarming increase 

of 52.5% over 2012 (NCRB, 2013). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: NCRB, 2013 

 

All India Total Workforce  Male  Female  Total 

5-9 yrs 997384 843136 1840520 

10-14 yrs 5781697 5004288 10785985 

15-19 yrs 20919212 11377995 32297207 

Total India 27698293 17225419 44923712 

% to total workforce 10.08% 13.55% 11.18% 

Total workforce (all ages) 274783249 127083239 401866488 

C o v e r  S t o r y  
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Overall Analysis of the 2014-15 Budget  

 

Children (0-18 years) have who constitute almost 40% percent of the population have been allocated less than 5 per 

cent of the total budget (4.52 percent). According to the figures on Budget estimates the overall allocation has infact 

dropped from 4.64% in 2013-14 to 4.52%.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While education sector receives the maximum share (3.26 per cent) in the Union Budget, there is a 2.32 per cent 

decline against the allocation made for school education in the previous year. In fact the budget for 2014-15 has 

shown a decrease in the shares of child education and child development. Similarly, important schemes and pro-

grams are marred by underfunding and under-utilization of funds.  

 

Table: Sectoral Share in Union Budget 2014-15 

 

 

 Source: Budget for Children 2014-15, HAQ: Centre for Child Rights  

 

 

 

Child Protection and the Budget 
 

With allocations of Rs. 632.84 crore in 2014-15, the budget for child protection constitutes a mere 0.04% of the 

total Budget. As statistics show, India still has a large number of working children. And yet, the only national 

scheme for addressing child labour ‘Improvement in working Condition of Child Labor/Women labor’ wit-

nessed a decrease of 12.5 % at allocation stage with Rs. 175 crore being allocated towards it. Another important 

scheme under child protection, the ‘Scheme for Welfare of Working Children in Need of Care and Protection’ 

observed no change in the allocations against last year’s allocation with a total allocation of Rs. 10 crore in 2014

-15 budget. The major allocation under child protection has been made towards the flagship scheme ‘Integrated 

Child Protection Scheme (ICPS)’ and yet the allocation under ICPS in 2014-15 is a mere Rs. 400 crore. This is 

significantly lower than the annual allocation of Rs. 1,060 crore recommended by the Working Group Report on 

Children (2012). With this allocation for ICPS, the comprehensive needs of children in conflict with law and in 

need of care and protection will not be met.  

Year Health Develop-

ment 

Educa-

tion 

Protec-

tion 

Other 

Schemes for 

Children 

Total Budget 

other than Chil-

dren’s Budget 

2012-13 0.18 1.10 3.44 0.04 0.0028 95.24 

2013-14 0.16 1.10 3.34 0.03 0.0027 95.36 

2014-15 0.16 1.06 3.26 0.04 0.0024 95.48 

C o v e r  S t o r y  
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Conclusion 

The year 2014 is the year for mid-term review of the 12th Five Year Plan (2012-17) which focuses on more inclusive 

growth. 2014 is also the penultimate year for achieving the targets set down towards the MDGs. As the MDG pa-

rameters reveal, while some progress has been made in terms of primary education, other goals such as those con-

cerning child mortality and nutrition are far from being met. In terms of protection, the rising atrocities against chil-

dren point to a significant failure of state and society. India has enacted number of policies in last fifteen years in 

order to ensure that the development needs of children are met. However as the current budget shows, financial out-

lays for these schemes are woefully inadequate. The resource allocation for children needs to be given a priority, not 

only so that India can achieve targets under the MDGs in the near future, but also to ensure that children don’t get 

excluded from the planning and budgetary process of the nation. 
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Macro Economic Dimension of India: Inflation Rates for the Month 

of July 25, 2014  
 

General Inflation Rates in Indian States: July 2014 (%)  

 
 

H E A D L I N E S  

States Rural Urban General 

All India 8.45 7.34 7.96 

Northern Region       

Jammu & Kashmir 6.31 7.15 6.67 

Himachal Pradesh 8.49 7.43 8.26 

Punjab 8.48 6.87 7.67 

Chandigarh 7.04 8.63 8.58 

Uttarakhand 8.46 5.79 7.50 

Haryana 8.57 6.30 7.74 

Delhi 4.57 7.14 6.99 

Uttar Pradesh 8.68 7.55 8.33 

Western Region       

Rajasthan 8.48 7.03 7.99 

Gujarat 7.71 6.01 6.82 

Maharashtra 7.45 6.43 6.84 

Goa 11.73 6.96 9.32 

Lakshadweep 11.10 6.11 8.40 

Daman & Die 7.25 8.47 7.70 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli 6.36 3.95 5.62 

Central Region       

Madhya Pradesh 7.05 7.26 7.13 

Chattishgarh 8.64 6.71 8.00 

Southern Region       

Andhra Pradesh 6.20 7.00 6.49 

Karnakata 6.08 9.42 7.85 

Kerala 9.51 9.71 9.61 

Tamil Nadu 6.48 6.68 6.58 

Puducherry 11.24 7.38 8.35 

Andaman & Nicobar Island 8.79 3.41 6.31 
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Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index 

(CPI) data of MOSPI. There is one month time lag in CPI data (New Series 2010=100) provided by 

MOSPI, Government of India. 

 

Inflation Rates across the states indicate the following   

 20 states have more than All-India inflation rate in their rural sectors 

 17 states have more than All-India inflation rate in their urban sector 

 17 states have more than All-India inflation rate in general 

 Tripura has the highest inflation rate in India 

 

Policy Shift on Anvil to Promote Air Connectivity 
 (Deccan Herald, August 26, 2014) 

 

The government has proposed a major shift in its new route dispersal policy to promote air connectivity to various 

regions, especially the northeast, Jammu and Kashmir and the islands of Andaman & Nicobar and Lakshadweep. 

The new policy will exempt airlines, which fly to these regions from various charges and other incentives. Under the 

draft policy on regional and remote area air connectivity, the Civil Aviation Ministry has also proposed to allow 

conversion of regional airlines, which operate within a state, into scheduled national carriers. 

 
 

The draft makes it mandatory for all scheduled airlines to deploy capacity on 87 identified regional destinations 

“which is at least equal to the capacity deployed on trunk routes” by October next year. These destinations include 

cities and towns in Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand and Maharashtra. 

 
 

Official sources said the draft has been circulated among all stakeholders, including airlines, charter and non- sched-

uled operators, asking them to submit their responses by first week of September. In order to promote air connec-

tivity to various regions, especially the Northeast, Jammu and Kashmir and the islands of Andaman & Nicobar and 

Lakshadweep, which have remained unserved or were under-served, “it is necessary that new measures be taken to 

encourage airlines to introduce or increase flights to such airports,” the draft said. 

 

Apart from this, the state governments would have to reduce VAT (value added tax) on fuel uplifted from a state, 

waive duty on electricity charges, municipal charges and underwrite a number of seats per airline. 

H E A D L I N E S  

States Rural Urban General 

Northeastern Region       

Arunachal Pradesh 7.57 - - 

Assam 9.70 10.02 9.75 

Manipur 2.10 8.51 4.33 

Meghalaya 15.28 9.19 13.94 

Mizoram 12.55 5.63 8.79 

Nagaland 15.95 8.99 13.14 

Tripura 22.44 15.88 20.59 

Sikkim 6.73 8.92 7.15 

Eastern Region       

Bihar 11.07 9.27 10.74 
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It also proposes to establish an Air Connectivity Fund as a long-term measure to provide necessary financial support 

to promote air connectivity to remote and strategic areas. 
 

 http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html 

Date Accessed: 17.08.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

India Makes Progress on GST Implementation 
(NCAER, August 22, 2014) 

  

On 20th August 2014, at the meeting by the Empowered Committee of State Finance Minister, India moved closer 

towards implementing a Goods and Services Tax. The proposed GST will replace various existing taxes, including 

the central level excise tax and service tax, and state level VAT, entertainment tax, lottery tax and electricity duty, 

with one single tax, aiding the formation of a single market, making way for higher supply chain efficiency and 

economies of scale. According to National Council of Applied Economic Research, complete implementation of 

GST could raise India’s GDP growth by 0.9 to 1.7 percent. 

 

Major concerns include the loss of revenue accruing to states due to phasing out of CST (Central Sales Tax), which 

is levied by the Center on the inter-state movement of goods but collected, by the states. By shifting taxation, indus-

trialized states, which export their products to other states, will lose revenues to states where these products are sold. 

However, central and state finance ministers came to a consensus on some essential items: 

 

 Two-part levy: Central GST and State GST; 

 Common threshold for the levy of GST: All businesses with annual turnover of more than Rs. 10 lakh 

(US$16,480) for general states and Rs. 5 lakh (US$8,240) for special-category and north-eastern states; 

 Harmonize GST exemption lists nationwide: 96 items exempted by States and 243 items by the Center. 

 

A new GST Constitutional Amendment Bill will be drafted for the winter session of Parliament, to replace the cur-

rent one. To pass, the bill must secure votes from two-thirds of lawmakers in both houses of parliament and half of 

the 29 states. Concerns need to be addressed over the degree of control between center and states. The states’ de-

mand for keeping high-tax products like petroleum, tobacco, out of the purview of GST, also needs to be addressed. 

  

http://www.ncaer.org/news_details.php?nID=73 

Date Accessed: 24.08.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

 

 
 

H E A D L I N E S  

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427730/policy-shift-anvil-promote-air.html
http://www.ncaer.org/news_details.php?nID=73
http://www.ncaer.org/news_details.php?nID=73
http://www.ncaer.org/news_details.php?nID=73
http://www.ncaer.org/news_details.php?nID=73
http://www.ncaer.org/news_details.php?nID=73
http://www.ncaer.org/news_details.php?nID=73
http://www.ncaer.org/news_details.php?nID=73
http://www.ncaer.org/news_details.php?nID=73
http://www.ncaer.org/news_details.php?nID=73
http://www.ncaer.org/news_details.php?nID=73
http://www.ncaer.org/news_details.php?nID=73
http://www.ncaer.org/news_details.php?nID=73
http://www.ncaer.org/news_details.php?nID=73
http://www.ncaer.org/news_details.php?nID=73
http://www.ncaer.org/news_details.php?nID=73
http://www.ncaer.org/news_details.php?nID=73
http://www.ncaer.org/news_details.php?nID=73


 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 3 . 2  P a g e  1 3  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

Government  Plans Regulator for Rail Foreign Direct  

Investment (FDI) 
(Bhawna vij-Aurora, The Economic Times, August 14, 2014) 

 

The FDI plan for railways was announced in the Rail Budget 2014, but on August 6, union cabinet at a meeting ap-

proved 100 percent FDI in Railway infrastructure and discussed setting up of a regulator. A massive amount of 

money is needed to fund the ongoing and future rail projects. The Golden Quadrilateral Network alone will require 

an additional Rs 9 lakh crore, while each bullet train will need an investment of Rs 60 thousand crore. 

 

The government is considering the establishment of an independent regulator for the railways. Such a regulator will 

settle contractual disputes and any unforeseen issues that may arise between the investor and the railways. The same 

regulator may also be asked to fix passenger and freight tariffs. 

 

The government also wants a transparent model that will make investments in railway infrastructure attractive to 

private investors, with clear-cut clauses on recovering money. This is necessary because existing domestic private 

investors in approved railway projects are not too happy- complaints of unfair practices and high handed officials 

are prevalent. 

 

An independent regulator becomes important because the investors find the sector unattractive under the current 

circumstances. Examples of less than satisfactory outcomes in container terminals, wagon investment scheme and 

station development scheme using Public Private Partnership (PPP), are quoted by experts. Under container termi-

nals scheme of 2007, 14 people were given licences to develop the terminals including wagons, tracks and the roll-

ing stock. When they started earning profits, railways imposed restrictions. Under the wagon investment scheme, a 

factory was set up in Vadodara (Jindal Rail Infrastructure), to manufacture specialised wagons to carry automobiles. 

It has been 5 years since the wagons were manufactured but not even a single wagon has been used yet because of 

the railways tedious procedures. 

 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-08-14/news/52808006_1_wagon-investment-scheme-golden-

quadrilateral-network-railways 

Date Accessed: 17.08.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

More Export Sectors may be Covered Under Interest Sub-

sidy Scheme 
(Exim News Service, August 25, 2014) 

 

In the forthcoming Foreign Trade Policy, the government plans to include more sectors in the three per cent interest 

subsidy scheme. This scheme expired in March, 2014. The government plans to extend it to job-creating manufac-

turing sectors. Currently the subsidy is limited to sectors such as micro, small and medium enterprises, handlooms, 

handicraft, carpets, toys, sports goods, processed products, certain engineering and textiles goods. 

 

Ms Nirmala Sitharaman, Commerce and Industry Minister said, "We are also looking at project exports in a big way 

because India has become a brand in many sectors whether pharmaceuticals, auto sector, biotechnology, construc-

tion and textiles." 

 

According to the Directorate-General of Foreign Trade, more schemes such as Focus Product Scheme (FPS) and 

Vishesh Krishi Upaj Yojana could be introduced. However, exporters concern lies around whether the schemes will 

be prospective or retrospective. 
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Mr M. Rafeeque Ahmed, President of Fieo, said, "We are looking forward to an announcement although the big 

question is whether it will be prospective or retrospective. The subsidy helped increase the competitiveness of goods 

given that our interest rates are very high compared to global levels." 
 

http://www.eximin.net/NewsDetails.aspx?name=26506 

Date Accessed: 27.8.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 
 

India-Bangladesh Trade: Boon for Tripura 
(OneIndia News, August 18, 2014) 
 

Tripura, being land-locked, suffers a disadvantage when it comes to trading within the Indian borders. While Kol-

kata is at a 1700 km distance, Dhaka and Chittagong in Bangladesh are within a 140 km range, and hence border 

trade between India and Bangladesh is a relief for people in Tripura. Goods from Bangladesh are made available 

through Land Customs Stations. Tripura is bound by Bangladesh on three sides. 

 

Although there is a massive trade gap between India and Bangladesh, in India’s favour, the picture is the opposite 

when it comes to Bangladesh and Tripura. According to Union Ministry of Commerce data, Bangladesh exported 

goods worth 342.6 crores to Tripura in the year 2013-14 while it imported goods worth just 0.41crore. Prashanta 

Bhattacharya, President of Indo-Bangla Chamber of Commerce, Tripura Chapter, said, "We can take the advantage 

of proximity and therefore reduced transport cost to get the commodities here easily". 

 

Tripura benefits as the goods are made available in the state market. The trade is posed to get a stimulus from the 

upcoming 15 km railway track between Agartala and Akhaura in Bangladesh, which will be ready by 2015. Accord-

ing to M L Debnath, Secretary of Tripura Chamber of Commerce, the heightened border trade has also led to crea-

tion of employment. 

 

http://news.oneindia.in/india/border-trade-comes-as-boon-land-locked-tripura-1504437.html 

Date Accessed: 24.08.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
 

80% in Informal Employment have No Written Contract 
(Telugu Andhra News, August 28, 2014) 

 

According to the 68th round of the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) eighty per cent of informal sector em-

ployees have no written contract and seventy two per cent get no social security benefits. The NSSO’s 68th round 

looked at the ‘Informal Sector and Conditions of Employment in India’ for 2011-12. The survey looked at both ur-

ban and rural areas, excluding crop based farming. 

 

The NSSO characterises the informal sector as consisting of units operating at a low level of organisation with little 

division between labour and capital, and labour relations based on family, social relations or casual employment. 

 

The numbers show that informal employment is linked to vulnerability. Forty two per cent of workers employed in 

the informal sector were temporarily employed. In terms of wages, workers in informal sector were paid less than 

those in the formal sector. Regular/Salaries employees earn Rs 401 per day while those in the informal sector were 

paid Rs 225 per day; Seventy per cent of the workers in the informal sector got no paid leave. 

 

The NSSO found out that manufacturing, construction, wholesale and retail trade, transportation and storage were 

the main sectors employing informal workers and that three-quarters of all the informal workers were in enterprises 

of less than six persons. 

 

http://teluguandhranews.com/80-informal-employment-written-arrangement/ 

Date Accessed: 28.08.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 
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RBI Board Approves Proposal for Overhaul 
(Economic Times, August 14, 2014) 

 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)  Governor Raghuram Rajan's proposal for a radical overhaul of the body to reduce 

overlaps and excessive  organisational weight has been approved by the RBI board. The proposal includes creating 

the post of chief operating officer (COO), whose job would be executing the reform agenda. 

 

The proposed reforms include trimming 27 different departments at the central bank and hiring laterally from the 

private sector as is done in the US and the UK. The creation of the post of COO would require legislative changes, 

hence, discussion are on with the government. Rajan’s ambitious reforms include furthering financial inclusion, de-

veloping new structures for the financial market and establishing differentiated banks. 

  

The new system will not impact existing structures that administer banks and financial markets. Rajan hopes to 

bring every function of the RBI under five functional departments that would be supervised by four deputy gover-

nors and the COO. 

 

To avoid overlap in departments such as supervision and inspection, non-banking finance companies could be 

merged. This would help in trimming excess organisational load, bringing in greater efficiency. 

  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/banking/finance/banking/rbi-board-approves-raghuram-rajans-

proposal-for-overhaul-nachiket-mor-may-be-coo/articleshow/40207859.cms 

Date Accessed: 23.08.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

  
RBI to Step up Vigilance on Banking Sector to Prevent 

Fraud 
(The Pioneer, August 27, 2014) 

  

The deputy governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) stressed on the need for continuous vigilance and intelli-

gence gathering to prevent banking sector fraud. In order to assess the sector deeply, forensic audits may also be 

conducted by central banks.In India the problem lies in consumer protection rather than complex products, which is 

the case elsewhere in the world. 

 

RBI has urged lenders to share information especially in lieu of rising bad assets, which touched 4.1 per cent in 

March 2014, rising from 3.7 per cent during the previous 12-month period. 

 

In the recent years officials from Syndicate Bank have been arrested in an alleged cash-for-loan scam. Moreover, 

officials of Dena Bank and Oriental Bank of Commerce (OBC) were accused of defrauding Rs 436 crore of their 

customer fixed deposits through fraudulent means. RBI has ordered forensic audit of both the banks. 

Importance was also laid on the need to develop efficient financial markets. This will have a positive impact on the 

overall growth of the country. 

 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/business/rbi-to-step-up-vigilance-on-banking-sector-to-prevent-frauds.html 

Date Accessed: 27.08.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE  

TRAI for Curbs on Corporates Entering Media 
(The Asian Age, August 13, 2014) 

  

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) recently came out with certain suggestions that seek to control 

the entry of corporate firms as well as political and religious bodies from entering the television and newspaper 

business. The regulator has recommended setting up of an independent media regulatory authority, for both tv and 

print media, comprising mainly of eminent non-media persons to check and impose penalties for paid news, private 

treaties and issues related to editorial independence. 

 

TRAI said an exit route option should be provided in case permission to any such organisations has already been 

granted. On grounds of the inherent conflict of interest, the authority recommended that ownership restrictions on 

corporate entering the media should be seriously considered by the government and the regulator. This may entail 

restricting the amount of equity holding/loans by a corporate in a media company, viz. to comply with provisions 

relating to control, it said. 

 

TRAI disqualification of entities, including political and religious bodies which are recommended being barred from 

entering the media, should be done through an executive order.The regulator also asked the government to desist 

from regulating the media and called for a self-regulatory mechanism for the sector.  It also called for steps to ensure 

functional independence and autonomy for Prasar Bharati, the public broadcaster. 

 

The regulator also suggested media outfits should submit reports to the licence issuing authority and the proposed 

regulator, which should put all information related to shareholding patterns, foreign investments, boards of directors, 

loans etc in the public domain. Also, media organisations should disclose to both the licensor and regulator their top 

10 advertisers, as well as subscription and advertisement revenue details and advertisement rates. 

 

http://www.asianage.com/india/trai-curbs-corporates-entering-media-699 

Date Accessed: 18.08.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

Orissa MLA Local Area Development Scheme Plagued by 

Poor Planning, Execution 
(Debabrata Mohanty, The Indian Express, August 23, 2014) 

  

The first ever audit of the MLA Local Area Development Scheme (MLALAD) scheme by the Comptroller and 

Auditor General has discovered massive shortcomings. The scheme which was started in Orissa in 1997-98 cur-

rently allocates Rs 1 crore each year. 

 

As per the draft CAG report on the performance of MLALAD scheme, execution of projects was delayed as no time

-frame was fixed for recommendation of projects. Consequently this results in delays in sanctions and preparation of 

plans for projects and ultimately results in non-completion. 

 

The audit reveals that though the fund is supposed to be utilised for small but essential projects based on the local 

needs, there was no mechanism in the scheme for the people to communicate their needs either through gram sabha 

or any other means. Of the 2763 cases for the period, none of the projects were based on needs or demands of the 

public. 

 

Further, though MLAs were supposed to send the priority list of works to the collector at the beginning financial 

year, in 27 constituencies the MLAs did not make any recommendations. While money was sanctioned, no planning 

was done for upkeep and maintenance, which resulted in the projects becoming non-functional. No agreement was 

signed with the user groups containing the clause that they would maintain the assets. 

 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  
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The auid also found that, despite the State releasing Rs 661.5 crore under MLALAD between financial years 2008-

09 to 2012-13, the percentage of utilisation reduced over the years – from 93 per cent to 32 per cent and money was 

diverted to schemes such as Indira Awas Yojana, MPLAD and other such schemes. 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/orissa-mlalad-scheme-plagued-by-poor-planning-execution-cag/ 

Date Accessed: 26.08.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

Clamour Grows for Stringent Regulation of Surrogacy 
(Bindu Shajan Perappadan, The Hindu, August 25, 2014) 

  

Commercial surrogacy was legalized in India in 2002. The confederation of Indian industry (CII) has predicted that 

it will generate $ 2-3 billion annually. In India, while the exact number are not recorded, guess estimates put the 

number of children born to surrogates at 25,000, with 50 per cent of the clients coming from the west. 

 

However, there exist no fixed compensation structure, no laws that cater to the health and number of births that a 

surrogate can support. A report on “Surrogacy Motherhood: Ethical or Commercial?” supported by the Ministry of 

Women and Child Development noted that 46 per cent of respondents in Delhi, and 44 per cent in Mumbai said they 

received Rs.3 lakh to Rs.3.99 lakh for being a surrogate mother. Among those interviewed, 68 per cent in Delhi and 

78 per cent in Mumbai said they were employed mostly as domestic helps earning more than Rs.3,000 a month. 

 

The unregulated reproductive tourism industry is growing, while there is still no legal provision to safeguard the 

interests of all major stakeholders.  Although there are no fixed rules related to the amount of compensation for the 

surrogate mother, it is arbitrarily decided by the clinics. Often the woman who delivers the baby is paid very less for 

it. 

 

According to the study conducted by the Centre for Social Research in 2011-12, it was revealed that though the As-

sisted Reproductive Technology (ART) Regulation Bill, 2010, did bring forth certain important points, for the legal 

framework to be based, it has left out many crucial issues relating to surrogacy arrangements. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/clamour-grows-for-stringent-regulation-of-surrogacy/

article6348956.ece 

Date Accessed: 27.08.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

GOVERNMENT 

Government Begins Work on Four New Ultra Mega Power 

Projects 
(Business Standard, August 24, 2014) 

 

To further add to country’s power generation capacity, government has started the process for setting up four new 

ultra mega power projects (UMPP) in Bihar, Jharkhand and Odisha. These power projects will together add 16,000 

MW capacity Power Finance Corporation has c commenced work on these projects in consultation with the state 

government. UMPP is in general a thermal power project of at least 4,000 MW capacity, involving an approximate 

investment of Rs 25,000 crore. 

 

"Land for the proposed project in Jharkhand has been acquired. In the case of two UMPPs in Odisha and one in 

Bihar, the respective state government has identified sites," the official said. 

 

The bidding process for two projects -- Bedabahal (Odisha) and Cheyyur (Tamil Nadu) is yet to conclude, but the 

UMPP are being planned. UMPPs will be awarded once the price bids are submitted. The final price bids for these 

two UMPPs are expected to open next month. 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  
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Till date, four UMPPs have been awarded which includes, Sasan (Madhya Pradesh), Krishnapatnam (Andhra 

Pradesh) and Tilaiya (Jharkhand) which are bagged by Reliance Power. Tata Power is operating the Mundra UMPP 

in Gujarat. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/govt-begins-work-on-four-new-ultra-mega-power-projects-

114082400109_1.html 

Date Accessed: 27.8.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EXCLUSION 

Top Delhi Hospitals Keep Out the Poor 
(Siddeshwar Shukla, Millenniumpost, August 14, 2014) 

  

The Supreme Court’s Economically Weaker Sections Monitoring Committee has found that private hospitals in 

Delhi, which had taken government land at throw away prices, have not kept their promises, to treat poor patients 

for free. The committee found that 6 major hospitals admitted less than 1 percent of poor patients and 17 of them 

admitted less than 5 percent against the mandatory 10 percent beds meant for the poor in the financial year 2013-14. 

Poor patients treated in the Out Patient Department (OPD) were found to be less than 10 percent in 14 private hospi-

tals against the mandatory requirement of 25 percent. 

 

The hospitals which admitted such low number of poor patients namely includes Rockland Hospital, Dwarka; Pri-

mus Hospital, Chankya Puri; Fortis Escort Hospital, Okhla; Doctor B.L Kappor Hospital, Karol Bagh; Shanti Mu-

kund Hospital, Vikas Marg and R.L.K.C Metro Hospital, Shadipur. 

 

The committee found that most private hospitals deliberately push cases requiring surgery and investigations to later 

dates thereby forcing poor patients to pay for their treatment or go to other hospitals. These private hospitals deny 

treatment to poor patients referred to them by government hospitals on unjustified grounds, such as: unavailability 

of beds, unavailability of experts and allegations that the patient does not belong to the poor category. Often these 

hospitals demand Below Poverty Line (BPL) card or income certificate, but the rule is to accept a self declaration 

form, declaring that patient’s monthly income is less than the minimum wage of the Delhi Government i.e. Rs 8,554 

per month. 

 

Thus it appears that private hospitals in Delhi are defying the Supreme Court order that had said that these hospitals 

have to cater to the poor for free since they had gotten government land at highly subsidised prices. 

 

http://www.millenniumpost.in/NewsContent.aspx?NID=65727 

Date Accessed: 16.08.2014 

(Devyani bhushan) 

 

EDUCATION 

 Japan Keen to Host More Indian Students 
 (Deccan Herald, August 25, 2014) 

  

Japan’s ambassador to India Takeshi Yagi told to Indian newspaper Deccan Herald that of the 1.4 lakh foreign stu-

dents in various universities of Japan only 560 are from India. He added, “The existing level is so modest. We want 

manifold increase in the number students from India.” In coming years, Japan government is keen to increase stu-

dent intake from India, with ties between the two countries expanding. 

 

The Japan government will deploy a coordinator in India “within this fiscal” as part of its plan to increase student 

intake. It will also support academic partnership programmes between Japanese and Indian universities, said the 

Ambassador. 
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An Embassy official said, “We are trying to strengthen our system here to inform Indian students about educational 

opportunities in Japan. Our universities provide much better education compared to other countries. The medium of 

study in many Japanese universities is English. We also offer a six-month Japanese-learning course to students.” 

 

Japan’s Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Hakubun Shimomura had visited India ear-

lier this month. He had met with his Indian counterpart, HRD minister Smriti Irani, and signed two Letters of Intent 

towards establishing academic cooperation between the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR), the 

Indian Council of Historical Research (ICHR) and the Japan Society for Promotion of Science (JSPS). Japan’s Edu-

cation Minister was impressed with the possibilities of India, and wanted a 10-fold increase in foreign student in-

take, especially from India, in coming years, Yagi said. 

 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/427384/japan-keen-host-more-indian.html 

Date Accessed: 16.08.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

New Scheme Launched to Improve Mathematics, Language 

Skills 
(Prashant K. Nanda, Livemint.com, August 27, 2014) 

  

The Ministry of Human Resources Development has launched a scheme to improve mathematical and language 

skills in schools. As part of the scheme, every year, 500 hours will be devoted at the elementary level to improve 

language skills and 300 hours for mathematics. During 2014-15, the central government will give INR 2,352 crores 

to states and Union territories for quality enhancement programs. 

 

Recent reports have found out that though there is high enrollment in school, skill learning is still not taking place. 

Organizations reported that students of class 5 are unable to read class 2 texts. 

 

The government is also concerned about providing better sanitation facilities in schools. Currently, 47 percent 

schools in the country do not have toilets for girls. This increases their chances of dropping out or facing regular 

difficulties. Officials reported that the government would tap into Corporate Social Responsibility Funds to build 

infrastructure in schools. 

 

Special attention is being accrued to areas of low female literacy. Currently, there are 90-odd districts where female 

literacy is below 50 percent and around 20 districts with a female literacy rate under 40 percent. 

 

The government has urged universities in the states to upgrade their teacher education departments so that the coun-

try can get well-qualified teachers. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/Zltyq8ju6z16GX8vTDzluJ/New-scheme-launched-to-improve-mathematics-

language-skills.html?utm_source=copy 

Date Accessed: 29.08.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
 

URBAN 

Condition of Street Dwellers Remains Unchanged 
(Bindu Shajan Perappadan, The Hindu, August 19, 2014) 

  
This article points at the lack of a credible figure for the number of homeless people in Delhi and the problems 

arising from the same. Contradictory and disparate figures have been provided by government agencies and NGOs 

for the past 15 years. In 2000, a study by Aashray Adhikaar Abhiyaan (an NGO working in the field) had put the 

estimate at 52,765. In 2011, however, the Census by the Government of India put the estimate at a much lower 

level of 26,966. The figures in 2006 by the Delhi Human Development Report indicated one lakh homeless. But 
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the 2007 numbers were astonishingly low at 46,788. In 2011, the Supreme Court Commissioner’s Office found 

their number to be 2,46,800 and the same year the census declared the number as 46,724. 
 

While there is no consensus on the number of homeless, they have been neglected and subjected to troubles. Rash 

and negligent driving has been rampant and has constantly brought up cases leaving homeless persons injured, and 

even dead. It is noted by an exhaustive study titled ‘Homeless Survey-2010’ conducted by the Delhi Government 

and the United Nations Development Programme that a majority of the homeless are men and young adults. The 

largest group within those living on the streets is comprised of those in the age bracket of 21-30, while those in the 

31-40 bracket form the next biggest chunk. These are constantly harassed, at the hands of the police. 

 

There is a need for policies to protect these people from continuous harassment. A majority of the homeless are 

working and productive members of the city, who migrate due to the deplorable condition of the rural economy. 

Since a large number of them are children, and men, who sleep on pavements and cook their own food, policies 

targeted at reducing harassment and other difficulties, regarding safety, are required. 

  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/delhis-confusing-figures-on-homeless/article6330936.ece 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/condition-of-street-dwellers-remains-unchanged/article6330938.ece 

Date accessed: 19.08.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
 

ENVIRONMENT 

Easing of Environmental Clearance for Rail, Sand, Coal and  

Road Projects  
(Dipak Kumar Dash, Times of India, August 13, 2014) 
 

Environment and Forest ministry (MoEF) is considering delegating power to the state government and regional of-

fices of MoEF to clear linear projects involving forest land up to 40 hectares. This would mean almost 70-80 percent 

of 'not-so-big' rail and road projects need not reach government of India for clearance. 

 

The MoEF is also considering allowing state governments to give permission for sand mining up to 20 hectares as 

against the existing norm of 5 hectares. At present, all such proposals beyond 5 hectares are referred to the Central 

government. This will push the availability of crucial raw material needed for road construction. 

 

National Board of Wild Life - the apex body which takes a call on projects  with respect to wild life sanctuaries and 

national parks has recently given its approval to a number of roads and infrastructure projects which fall within 5-10 

km of various sanctuaries. The projects included some road works for defence purposes including Indo-Bangladesh 

border fencing and Naxal-affected areas. 

  
MoEF’s initiatives to further ease environment clearances are: 

 Small coal mining projects producing up to 8 million tonnes of coal in a year, exempted from public hear-

ings. 

 Moratorium on expansion of industries in critically polluted areas has been lifted till Central Pollution Con-

trol Board re-assesses the Comprehensive Environmental Pollution Index (CEPI). 

 

The United Progressive Alliance (UPA) government in 2010 had stopped issuing environmental clearances to indus-

tries in these critically polluted areas. Environmental activists have questioned these initiatives of MoEF. Their ap-

prehension is that these decisions might be manoeuvred by the industrial lobby and various State governments. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/developmental-issues/Rail-road-projects-to-get-green-nod-

locally/articleshow/40145536.cms 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/india-s-environment-dealt-double-blow 

Date Accessed: 16.08.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
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18 Industrial Areas Spreading Toxins Across Delhi 
(Times of India, August 13, 2014) 
  

It has been realized that 18 Industrial Areas in Delhi are flouting the norms and spreading toxic chemicals and gases 

across the city. “On the Edge”, a study by Toxic Link, a non-governmental organisation (NGO) has identified 18 

potential pollution hot spots in the capital. The study which assessed 51 Industrial Areas found that these 18, 

namely, Samaypur, Badli, Libaspur, Bhalswa,Ranhola Village, Najafgarh, Moti Nagar, Anant Parbat, Wazirpur, 

Mayapuri, Mustafabad, Mandoli, old Seelampur, Yamuna Vihar, Ghazipur and Okhla are the worst affected. In 

these Industrial Areas, unsafe and unorganised methods of e-waste dismantling, dyeing, lead acid battery recycling, 

and other processes have given rise to health and environmental concerns. 

 

In Mandoli, lead ash is often inhaled by workers. In Seelampur e-waste is recycled in poorly ventilated rooms with 

no safety measures. The land fills at Ghazipur, Bhalswa and Okhla are responsible for toxic waste leaching into 

ground and contaminating groundwater. The Najafgarh drain basin, which includes Wazirpur, Naraina, Anand Par-

bat and Okhla Industrial Areas, is the largest surface drain joining Yamuna and contributes to over 50 percent of 

waste water discharged into the river. 
 

There is a need to keep a watch over acid and lead fumes, as well as ground water and air pollution in Delhi which 

has more than 1.2 lakh industries. It is also necessary to address toxic smoke and dust from open dumping, burning 

and spilling of chemicals in the city. 
 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/As-dirty-factories-thrive-toxins-spread-across-Delhi/

articleshow/40149361.cms 

Date Accessed: 15.08.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
 

Jaldapara forest, BTR in Need of Action to Reduce Wood 

Smuggling, Poaching 
(Pradip Lama, The Echo Of India, August 19, 2014) 

 

The Buxa Tiger Reserve (BTR) and Jaldapara Forest Reserve in the Dooars region have been protected as national 

forest reserves. The two forests attract national and international tourists as they flaunt various species of wild and 

native animal and plant species, many of which are greatly valued in the illegal market. Recently, wood smugglers 

and poachers have swarmed these forests. Sal, Sagun, Khair and Khamri are the major forest products being smug-

gled. 
 

Of late, many areas within BTR have reported large number of illegal smuggling of valuable wood, along with kill-

ing of rare wild boars and deers. There have been several cases where smugglers of the rare and critically endan-

gered Tokay Gecko have been apprehended, but the business still continues to proliferate in these jungles. BTR 

forest officers inform that the illegal cutting of Sal and Sagun trees has thinned down the once dense forest. In the 

Jaldapara Forest Reserve, forest officials have reported consistent findings of decomposing animal carcasses. Re-

cently, the body of a rhinoceros was recovered from the forest’s Kodalabari sector, which had died due to an injury 

inflicted by the poachers. The hazard caused by wood smugglers and poachers across the forests of north Bengal 

has been acknowledged by Forest Minister Uday Krishna Burman, while the BTR forest office has confirmed the 

lowering in number of deer, wild boar and other animals found within the park. 
 

These forests need to be protected suitably and efficiently. Forest officials complain that although the government 

recruits appropriate and fresh faces for other departments, it constantly neglects the forest department. The reason 

for the forests’ inadequate protection lies in a dearth of human resource in the department, according to sources. 

Meanwhile, the Forest Ministry has said that it will not only provide sufficient protection, but also recruit new can-

didates. 
 

http://www.echoofindia.com/kalchini-jaldapara-forest-btr-plagued-wood-smugglers-poachers-65188 

Date accessed: 24.08.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
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River Interlinking Project-A Criticism 
(Parvathy Benoy, The Hindu, August 14, 2014) 

  

The National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government has underlined the importance of a project to link India’s 

rivers by a network of reservoirs and canals that will allow for their water capacities to be shared and redistributed. 

Supporters of this plan claim that it will reduce persistent floods in some parts and water shortages in other parts. 

This will also facilitate generation of hydro electricity for power deficient areas. 

 

The ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga rejuvenation, has informed the Lok Sabha that 3 

interlinking projects-The Ken-Betwa link, the Damanganga-Pinjal link and the Par-Tapi- Narmada link- are set to 

take off. Crucial questions have been raised about the financial and ecological costs of the interlinking projects. 

 

The Ken-Betwa river link will result in the flooding of 8,650 hectares of forest land, including a part of Panna Na-

tional Park in Madhya Pradesh. It will also lead to substantial displacement of population. 

 

Water scarcity crisis must be seen as a crisis of unequal access to and control of a limited resource. Purely techno-

logical solutions like the interlinking projects are myopic precisely because they do not adequately study, under-

stand or prioritise the socio-economic and long term well- being of those families who are affected by these mega 

projects. 

 

Prominent environmentalist argues that the interlinking projects have no hydrological or ecological soundness and 

constitute a massive waste of public money. Alternatives for water conservation such as organic farming, water har-

vesting etc can be more effective and less ecologically destructive. 

 

(http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/mr-modis-river-disconnect/article6313925.ece) 

Date Accessed: 17.08.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

Ken-Betwa River Project to Affect Panna Tiger Reserve 
(Sumesh Jha and Nitin Sethi, Business Standard, August 23, 2014) 

 

After the Union cabinet recently cleared the Ken-Betwa project to facilitate the river-linking scheme, Union Water 

resources ministry has moved a proposal to the Union Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) to seek forest 

clearance for the project. 

 

The Ken-Betwa project will transfer 591 million cubic metres of surplus water in the Ken basin through a 231.45-

km canal to the Betwa River, involving Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. 5,258 hectares of forestland and 3,742 

hectares of non-forest land is required for the project, costing 9,393 crores and affecting 1,585 families in ten states. 

About 80 per cent of the forest that is required falls in Panna Tiger Reserve in MP, on either side of the Ken. The 

project will require wildlife clearance from the National Board for the Wildlife (NBWL) and environment clearance. 

Since it involves diversion of land within a protected area of the tiger reserve, it will also need to get the Supreme 

Court's permission. Villagers with rights over forest lands under the Forest Rights Act will also need to approve the 

project. But the Water Resources Ministry has not started applying for these. 

 

 However, greater attention needs to be given to the details of this project as environmentalists and wildlife experts 

warn against the project. Even resettlement and rehabilitation of the displaced remains an issue. "The impact of the 

Ken-Betwa project on Panna, and tigers can only be disastrous. The Ken river is home to the critically endangered, 

and endemic, gharial. It is also one of the few perennial rivers of Madhya Pradesh," said Prerna Bindra, former 

standing committee member of the National Board for Wildlife. Renowned environmentalist and water expert  

 

 

 

 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  
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Himanshu Thakkar said, “Not only will it submerge Panna's tiger reserve area, it will also threaten the aquatic life in 

Ken river.” In 2011 Jairam Ramesh, the then environment minister, had termed the project a "disastrous" idea. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/ken-betwa-river-link-to-hit-panna-tiger-reserve-

114082300811_1.htmll 

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-will-first-river-interlinking-project-washout-panna-reserve-2013144 

Date accessed: 24.08.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

AGRICULTURE 

Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) Rec-

ommends a Moderate Hike in Wheat Minimum Support 

Prices (MSP) for 2015-16 
(The Financial Express, August 25, 2014) 

 

With state-owned agencies such as Food Corporation of India (FCI) having sufficient wheat stocks, the Commission 

for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) has recommended a marginal increase of R50 per quintal on minimum 

support price (MSP) for the next rabi marketing season (2015-16). The agriculture ministry will now consult the 

state governments of the key wheat growing states such as Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and 

Rajasthan and the food ministry before seeking a Cabinet nod on MSP. 

 

The government had fixed an MSP of R1,400 per quintal for the current year’s marketing season and agencies such 

as FCI and state government owned agencies had purchased 28 million tonne (mt) of wheat from farmers during the 

2014-15 marketing season. 

 

Agencies like FCI at present have 38 mt of wheat stocks at the start of this month, which by far exceeds the buffer 

stocks norm; therefore, the CACP has recommended a moderate increase. The FCI has been conducting weekly auc-

tions to sell 10 mt of excess wheat stocks under Open Market Sale Scheme (OMSS) to bulk buyers by March, 2015. 

The FCI would commence procurement of wheat for the next season from April 2015 and it continues up to June 

2015. 

 

In the 2013-14 marketing season, due to huge wheat stocks held with FCI, the CACP had recommended freezing of 

MSP at the previous year's level of Rs 1,285 per quintal which the UPA government did not accept and revised MSP 

to R1,350 per quintal. For the 2014-15 rabi marketing season, the UPA government had raised the support price of 

wheat marginally to Rs 1,400 per quintal notwithstanding what the then agriculture Minister Sharad Pawar had sug-

gested, i.e.  Rs 100 per quintal hike. 

 

http://www.financialexpress.com/news/cacp-recommends-a-moderate-hike-in-wheat-msp-for-201516/1282202 

Date Accessed: 27.08.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

DEFENCE 

U.S Overtakes Russia as Top Arms Supplier to India 
(Rajat Pandit, Times of India, August 13, 2014) 

 

The United States of America (U.S.A) has overtaken Russia as the largest arms supplier to India in the last 3 years. 

But in terms of overall numbers, Russia still remains the biggest weapons exporter to India. In a written reply to the 

Rajya Sabha Defence Minister said that India spent Rs 83,458 crore on importing weapons over the last 3 years. The 

USA stood first in this list with Rs 32,615 crore, followed by Russia (Rs 25,364 crore), France (Rs 12, 047 crore) 

and Israel (Rs 3,389 crore). 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  
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The USA has bagged major Indian defence deals since 2007-08 including ones for 12 Super Hercules aircrafts, 8 

Long Range Maritime Patrol aircraft, 10 Globe Master Giant Airlift aircraft. India is about to close two more deals 

with the USA worth over US dollars 2.5 billion for 22 Apache attack helicopters and 15 Chinook heavy lift helicop-

ters. 

 

The US defence secretary during his recent visit to India emphasised –“We can do more to forge a defence industrial 

partnership - one that would transform our nation’s defence cooperation from simply buying and selling to co-

production, co-development and freer exchange of technology. And we have no better opportunity than the US-India 

Defence Trade and Technology Initiative."US defence secretaries’ pitch for co-production in arms projects range 

from Javelin anti tank guided missiles, MH 60 multi role helicopters, cyber security, magnetic catapults for aircraft 

carriers, spy drones etc. 

 

With a poor defence- industrial base, India remains world’s largest arms importer. It imports 65 percent of its mili-

tary hardware and software. India has consciously tried to diversify its arms imports due to Russia’s habit to not 

adhere to delivery schedule, increase costs, create hurdles in transfer of technology and unreliable spares supply. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms 

Date Accessed: 17.08.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

Defence Research Development Organization to Develop 

Portable Anti-tank Missile 
(Y.Mallikarjun, The Hindu, 26 August, 2014) 

  

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has embarked upon producing five different types 

of missiles, including a man-portable anti-tank missile and a short-range surface-to-air missile (SR SAM), in the 

next three to five years, Scientific Adviser to Defence Minister Avinash Chander declared recently. 

 

The SR SAM, to be given to the Army, would have two vehicle configurations — one for searching and tracking the 

target and the other for firing multiple missiles. It would be a potent missile and could also be given to the Air 

Force. 

 

The DRDO is working to develop their surface-to-air capability, which includes a long range SAM of 200-plus km 

range. The anti-radiation missile was expected be ready in three years, while the man-portable anti-tank missile in 

four years. 

 

Nirbhay, the long-range cruise missile is set to be test-fired in a month, while Astra, the Beyond Visual Range Air-

to-Air missile (BVRAAM), would be launched from SU-30 against a PTA (Pilotless Target Aircraft) in September 

or October this year. The canister-based trial of India’s Inter-continental Ballistic Missile (ICBM) Agni-V is sched-

uled for later this year. 

 

With regards to import substitution, a target has been set up to develop adequate indigenous capability by 2022 and 

to achieve it an IR seeker detector facility is being developed. This is a major move to meet the target of self suffi-

ciency in missile building. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece 

Date Accessed: 27.08.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 
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http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/US-pips-Russia-as-top-arms-supplier-to-India/articleshow/40142455.cms
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/drdo-to-develop-portable-antitank-missile/article6351426.ece


 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 3 . 2  P a g e  2 5  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

GENDER 

Abolition of Child Marriage in India will Take 50 Years: 

UNICEF 
(Firstpost.com, August 26, 2014) 

  

In the last two decades the decline rate of child marriage in India has been around 1 to 2 percent. According to UNI-

CEF, at this rate, it will take another 50 years to abolish child marriage in India. 

 

As per a survey, 2 out of 5 women were married as children. The major reason for this slow decline is attributed to 

religious and superstitious beliefs. Many communities still consider it as an acceptable social norm. Even today, 

parents marry off girls when they hit puberty in the false belief that this will protect girls from violence. In many 

communities, girls are still considered a burden and hence are married off as soon as they reach puberty. Factors 

such as poverty, high costs of marriage, lack of education and opportunities for girls also undermine changes to the 

practice. 

 

According to UNICEF oficials, the impact of cash transfer schemes to retain girls in school has delayed child mar-

riage but has not had a long-term effect. Parental mind-set still has not undergone a change. “Political will is re-

quired to eliminate the practice. The issue needs to be addressed through education, opportunities for girls, better 

income for families, and continued awareness programs”. UNICEF has been working to enable girl empowerment 

through life skills. 
  

http://www.firstpost.com/india/abolition-child-marriage-india-will-take-50-years-unicef-1681755.html 

Date Accessed: 26.08.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

DU Introduces Transgender Category in PG Admission 
(Manash Pratim Gohain, The Times Of India, August 13, 2014) 

 

In a progressive move after the Supreme Court acknowledged transgenders as the ‘third gender’ earlier in 2014, the 

University of Delhi has allowed for transgenders to be enrolled in the postgraduate program, under a special cate-

gory within the OBC quota and will extend the policy to undergraduate admissions in the next academic year (2015-

16). Around 90,000 people had applied for diverse PG courses at DU, out of which 9 were from the transgender 

community and will now be enrolled under OBC category, according to DU officials. 
 

Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) activists have appreciated the move calling it a step in the right di-

rection however they have voiced several concerns. To start with, LGBT activist and a PhD scholar at Jawaharlal 

Nehru University, Gourab Ghosh, said, "It will not be fair for transgenders to transgress into OBC category as they 

are not OBC. A separate quota can be worked out else it would be injustice to both OBCs and transgenders.” A big-

ger problem however is associated with the sensitization of the society towards transgenders. Anjali Gopalan of Naz 

Foundation said, “There has to be a sustained campaign to understand transgenders, their issues and sensitize the 

society.” 
 

In this regard, steps need to be taken to involve the transgender community in a way that they do not feel like outsid-

ers in a society. “Some mechanism has to be evolved for sensitization of the university community and also for the 

protection of the transgenders from harassment for which even the police needs to be involved” added Anjali 

Gopalan. 
  
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/Transgenders-get-space-in-DUs-PG-admission-forms/

articleshow/40135765.cms 

Date accessed: 24.08.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
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Concerns Raised on Karnataka’s Transgenders Policy Draft 
(Tehelka, August 30, 2014) 

 

An 11-member sub-committee was set up by the Karnataka Government to frame a policy for transgenders with the 

objective to suggest measures for their socio-economic development. Ironically, the biggest critic of the committee 

is the community of transgenders in Karnataka. 

 

Karnataka’s draft policy also came up with schemes for their development after taking cues from the recommenda-

tions of Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. The establishment of a transgender cell, distribution of ration 

cards under the PDS, a monthly pension scheme for destitute transgender, job opportunities under the MGNREGA, 

a grant of Rs 6 lakh for sex reassignment surgery, self-employment grant worth Rs 1.5 lakh for individuals and 

groups, and granting scholarships to their children are a few suggestions included in the draft policy. 

 

The community of transgenders and activists claim this scheme to be out of touch with reality. The transgender cell 

is criticised as lacking adequate representation from the members of the transgender community or the experts work-

ing with them. Activists claim that clubbing the transgenders into one category does not serve justice as this would 

ignore the needs of a person who might be from a weaker caste or religious minority. 

 

The strongest criticism draws from the fact that the draft policy fails to address the issue of police atrocities such as 

custodial violence and rapes, faced regularly by transgenders. 

 

http://www.tehelka.com/left-out-of-discussion/ 

Date Accessed: 27.08.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

REGIONALISM 

Central Fund for Power Sector Unused in J&K 
(The Tribune, August 18, 2014) 

 

The government of Jammu and Kashmir has utilised merely Rs 1,243 crore out of Rs 2,297 crore funds allocated 

under the Centre-run Prime Minister Reconstruction Plan (PMRP) from 2007-2012 for improving the power infra-

structure. 

 

The Power Development Department (PDD) does not have any disaster management (DM) plan, especially for the 

two capital cities of Jammu and Srinagar. Only 37 sub-stations out of 54 grid stations have generator backups avail-

able in case of a major fault in the electricity distribution system. 

 

A senior PDD official claimed that under-utilisation was primarily due to unplanned project formulation, execution 

of projects on ad-hoc basis and initiating work without availability of essential planning mechanism, which negates 

the purpose of the reconstruction plan. The state has received money under the Accelerated Power Development 

Reforms Programme (APDRP) and R-APRDRP over the last seven years. 

 

The Committee for updating best practices in transmission system recommended the DM system to be set up by all 

the power utilities so that the transmission of electricity could be restored immediately and the impact of breakdown 

in the event of a major failure is minimised. 

 

In the months of June and July 2008, two single-phase auto power transformers of Gladni station, Jammu, had 

failed, causing outage of entire installed capacity of 400 MVA of the grid station. This pushed most parts of Jammu, 

Rajouri and Poonch districts into darkness for over two months. 
 

http://www.tribuneindia.com/2014/20140819/j&k.htm#1 

Date Accessed: 21.08.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 
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The Opposition members argued that the amendment would make preventive detention provisions vulnerable to 

misuse. However, the bill counters this point by saying: "There are instances where a single act has the potential to 

disrupt public order and therefore it will not be meaningful to wait for habitual commission of offences by a person 

before resorting to preventive detention." 

 

The bill comes as a response to the law and order problems set off by sexual assaults, especially on girl children, and 

police requests for preventive detention as a deterrent. In case of cyber criminals, such checks were considered nec-

essary after several instances occurred where personal information, such as credit card details, was extracted from 

individuals by emails pretending to be from reputable companies. It also aims to counter online threats to women 

that post digitally modified pictures and offensive photos of children. This move is seen as sending a clear message, 

on a policy level, that such crimes will not be dealt with lightly. 

 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140812/jsp/nation/story_18712775.jsp#.U-sF1qWTbdk 

Date accessed: 13.08.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

DEFENCE 

India’s Defence Diplomacy: The Road Ahead 
(C.Raja Mohan, Observer Research Foundation, August 08, 2014) 

 

Amid the shifting balance of power and the mounting regional tensions in East and West Asia, many countries in 

Asia and the Indian Ocean hope that India would take on a larger security role in the region. But to dismay of In-

dia’s Asian neighbours, Delhi is unwilling. There is a huge gap between the regional expectations of India as a stabi-

lising force and Delhi’s performance as a security actor in the region. 

 

While the Ministry of External Affairs and the armed services understand the value of defence diplomacy, they have 

struggled to persuade the Ministry of Defence (MOD). The reason for this lies in the nature of the MoD, which has 

created no internal institutional capacity to engage foreign defence establishments. 

 

The United States had expected India to emerge as a net security provider in the Indian Ocean and beyond. In the 

mid 1980s India, opened the door for defence cooperation with Washington and laid the basis for a more systematic 

military engagement with America and the West, as well as with the East Asian neighbours. In early 2002, India 

undertook joint missions with the United States armed forces in the Indian ocean, deployed Indian navy in South 

China Sea, signed agreements for bilateral defence cooperation with countries in East Asia and revived security co-

operation with countries in the Middle East and Indian Ocean. The United Progressive Alliance (UPA I) continued 

the incremental expansion of India’s defence engagement. From 2006 however India was reluctant to these interna-

tional and regional defense partnerships. 

 

The new government has the option to recognise the advantages of a defence diplomacy that mobilises external part-

nerships to accelerate India’s defence modernization, shapes its regional strategic environment and helps India 

emerge as an indispensable element of a new balance of power system in the Indo-Pacific. 

 

http://orfonline.org/cms/sites/orfonline/modules/analysis/AnalysisDetail.html?cmaid=70305&mmacmaid=70306 

Date Accessed; 10.08.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
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Opposition to Granting Union Territory Status to Ladakh 
(Greater Kashmir, August 18, 2014) 

 

Two powerful religio-political organisations of Ladakh- Islamiya School Kargil (ISK) and Imam Khomeini Memo-

rial Trust (IKMT) are opposing Union Territory (UT) status to Ladakh. The demand for UT status is backed by BJP 

which won the Parliamentary seat from Ladakh. As a part of its poll manifesto, Congress had also supported the 

demand for UT status to Ladakh. Ladakh region comprises of two districts of Leh and Kargil, each district having 

two Assembly constituencies, which have a combined electoral strength of 1,61,964 voters. 

 

Traditionally the IKT has sided with Congress in Kargil, while the ISK backed the National Conference. The issue 

of UT status is expected to take centre stage, with Assembly Elections coming up in the state. Haji Muhammad Hus-

sain, General Secretary of the IKMT opposed granting Ladakh the UT status, citing the proposed move to be against 

the integrity of Jammu and Kashmir and aimed at the division of the state. 

 

The locals are not in favour of any move that would divide the state and development was their primary concern. 

BJP won the parliamentary seat from Ladakh by a narrow margin, by mobilising people on the promise of UT status 

to Ladakh, helped by the differences within the Islamiya school and the ISK and IKMT. The Ladakh Autonomous 

Hill Development Council (LAHDC), Kargil, also took an opposing stand on the issue, not wanting the state to be 

divided on religious or regional lines. 

 

http://www.greaterkashmir.com/news/2014/Aug/19/kargil-s-powerful-voices-oppose-ut-status-to-ladakh-25.asp 

Date Accessed: 22.08.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

DISABLED 

Universal Identity Cards to be Issued to Disabled Persons 
(The Telegraph, August 26, 2014) 

 

Government will conduct a nationwide survey of physically disabled people that shall be completed by next year. 

The minister for Social Justice and Empowerment noted that a national survey of the disabled was necessary as sev-

eral of them were not covered in the 2011 census. 

 

Currently, state issued identity cards do not allow patients to access treatment in other states. The survey aims to 

identify and issue identity cards to people. The card will give them access to free treatment across the country. Dif-

ferent kind of benefits will be accrued to people as per the level of disability. 

 

The ministry aims to open regional centers of National Institute of Visually Handicapped, National Institute of Men-

tally Handicapped and National Institute of Empowerment of Persons with Multiple Disability in Odisha. State gov-

ernments have been asked to provide land and resources for the same. 

 

The Union minister also announced that motorized tricycles costing about Rs 45,000 to Rs 50,000 would be pro-

vided to the disabled. 

 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140827/jsp/odisha/story_18764853.jsp#.U_2CJ15tIpE 

Date Accessed: 26.08.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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INDIA IN THE WORLD 

India's Acting East Policy to Focus on Timelines, Economic 

Benefits 
(Ranjana Narayan, Ianslive.in, August 25, 2014) 

 

The External Affairs Minister of India is on a three day visit to Vietnam, starting August 24, 2014 to boost ties with 

the key ASEAN. An added impetus is being given to India's Look East Policy by transforming it into "Acting East", 

signifying more action on the ground. 

 

India has already begun country-specific focus with the release of a report on how connectivity projects linking 

Myanmar can be transformed into development corridors. There are plans to turn Trilateral Highway and the Kal-

adan Multi-modal transit project into economic highways with special economic zones set up along the way. Such 

corridors require huge investment and thus it’s important to transform them into booming economies. 

 

Moreover, India has joined negotiations as part of the ASEAN Connectivity Coordinating Committee (ACCC), to 

brainstorm ways to enhance physical connectivity between South Asia and South East Asia. India is also holding 

sessions to work out country specific outlines to enhance connectivity. 

 

Sea connectivity through port projects will also seek to boost India’s link to Myanmar, Thailand and beyond. The 

$8.6 billion Dawei deep sea -port and industrial zone is part of this initiative. India is seeking to boost trade with the 

10-member ASEAN from the current $80 billion to $200 billion by 2022. The Southeast Asian nations are also keen 

to tap India's vast market. 

 

http://www.ianslive.in/index.php?param=news/

Indias_Acting_East_Policy_to_focus_on_timelines_economic_benefits-439982/BUSINESS/5 

Date Accessed: 26.08.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

SOUTH ASIA 

Teesta Water Sharing: Bangladesh Wants India to Expedite 

Signing Deal 
(Deccan Chronicle, August 24, 2014) 

 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has requested India to immediately sign the much-awaited agreement for sharing wa-

ters of the Teesta River. The request comes following the meager rainfall that Bangladesh has received this season. 

The Teesta water is crucial for Bangladesh, especially in the leanest period from December to March when the water 

flow often temporarily comes down to less than 1,000 cusec from 5,000 cusec every year. She has also asked India 

to implement the Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) which the two sides signed three years ago. 

 

India Chamber of Commerce (ICC), Kolkata and India-Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and Industry (IBCCI) 

with the help of Indian High Commission organised the conclave titled 'A New Phase in Bilateral Economic Rela-

tions' to discuss these issues. 

 

Sheikh Hasina, has also urged India to provide transit to Nepal and Bhutan through Indian Territory. Minister of 

State for External Affairs V.K Singh has on his part reassured Dhaka of providing the facility of transit in addition 

to the construction of a railway line along with the existing road that connects Bangladesh with Nepal and Bhutan. 

I N D I A ’ S  W O R L D  
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The rationale behind the move is to increase trade between North Eastern States of India and Bangladesh and in-

crease people-to-people contact between the two neighboring countries. 

 

Singh is the second Indian minister to tour Bangladesh, since the visit of External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj 

which came soon after the NDA government assumed power. During her visit, Swaraj had said the NDA was seek-

ing to reach an internal consensus in India on the Teesta deal. 

 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/140824/world-neighbours/article/teesta-water-sharing-bangladesh-wants-india-%

E2%80%98expedite%E2%80%99-signing-deal 

Date Accessed: 26.08.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

AMERICA 

The American Perspective on why US shouldn’t leave Af-

ghanistan 
(Paul D. Miller, ForeignPolicy.com, August 25, 2014) 

  

The US president has identified clear criteria for use of force in foreign land. These include, use of force to defend 

American interests and for humanitarian purposes. In this light, The United States is reconsidering its pull back from 

Afghanistan by 2016. 

 

There is a responsibility of the United States to prevent mass atrocities in Afghanistan. It has publically promised to 

secure the nation. This is evident in the 2005 Strategic Partnership Agreement, the 2012 Strategic Partnership 

Agreement and the 2013 Bilateral Security Agreement. 

 

If the US leaves before the Afghan forces are fully prepared to tackle Taliban, a power struggle is likely to follow 

suit. Iraq is an example of this phenomenon where the emergence of the Islamic State (IS) has turned into humani-

tarian crises. The continuous Taliban resurgence in Afghanistan in the wake of the international withdrawal will 

result in attacks against Afghans who have allied with the Karzai government or international forces, including 

whole tribes who worked en masse with U.S. forces over the years 

 

This will also be an opportunity for US to invest in a country facing state failure or mass atrocities. A robust infra-

structure, troop presence and government support shall provide impetus for growth. Moreover, continued engage-

ment at least gives US the possibility of leverage to use against their corruption, while pulling out gives it nothing. 

Such opportunities do not exist in states undergoing crisis such as Congo. 

  

http://shadow.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2014/08/25/how_iraq_explains_why_the_us_shouldnt_leave_afghanistan 

Date Accessed: 25.08.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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