
 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 3 . 1 3  

Disclaimer: The articles are summaries of the original article  and  the headlines have  been changed in certain cases. For the 

original articles please click on the link given below the article. 

 

Creating Social Change to End Manual Scavenging  

Compiled by RGICS 
Jawahar Bhawan, New Delhi 

Issue Coordinator : Ms. Shruti Issar 
For private circulation and use only for RGICS’s educational and training purposes. 

Not for sale. 

 

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

 

RGICS POLICY 

WATCH 
3 r d  N o v e m b e r ,  2 0 1 4  V O L . I I I  I S S U E - 1 3   

 

 

I N S I D E  T H E   

I S S U E  

 

 Mahatma 

Gandhi na-

tional rural 

employment 

guarantee 

scheme im-

proved status 

of women 

 

 Home minis-

ter favours 

Aadhaar 

scheme 

 

 Tamil Nadu 

opposes pro-

visions in 

motor vehi-

cles bill 

Source:  UN Women 

http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ishi08.pdf


 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 3 . 1 3  P a g e  2  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

In This Issue  

COVER STORY: 
 

 Creating social change to end Manual Scavenging  
 

 HEADLINE OF THE WEEK: 
 

 Mahatma Gandhi national rural employment guarantee scheme improved status of women 

 Home minister favours Aadhaar scheme 

 Tamil Nadu opposes provisions in motor vehicles bill 
 

SECTION 1: THE ECONOMY  

 

 Government should be looking for black money within India 

 World Bank pegs India's economic growth at 5.6% in 2014-15 

  Uttar Pradesh lowest among bimaru states in 9 years growth: ASSOCHAM 

 

SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

 

 Politics and Governance: MGNERGA impact on food inflation is very limited says RBI studies; Ap-

praisal system of judges in the subordinate judiciary due for reshaping; Oil ministry to overhaul explora-

tion policy; Kill an elephant, get away with rs 500 fine and 11 other acts that will get the boot 

 Development: Odisha chalks out rs 1050 cr skill development plan 

 Government: Government to allow foreign firms to commercially mine and sell coal; Centre may form 

panel for ‘fair distribution’ 

 Health: India sees Brazil as a role model to beat malnutrition; India tops the list of world’s missed tuber-

culosis cases 

 Urban: No meeting for panel to monitor night shelters in six months 

 Energy: Power politics in Andhra Pradesh, Telangana 

 Globalization: India still among the world's worst in doing business rankings 

 Agriculture: Government allows field trials for genetically modified mustard and brinjal 

 

SECTION 3: SOCIETY 

 

 Casteism: Faulty caste data triggers re-verification 

 Gender: WEF’s gender gap ranking – India down by 13 ranks in 2014 

 Social Justice: In spite of nobel peace prize- India faces substantial child labour; India women's commis-

sion wants to legalize prostitution 

 Demography: 70 crore residents have aadhaar numbers 

 Language and Culture: Pre-primary education to tribal children in their own language 

   

SECTION 4: INDIA AND WORLD 

 

 India in The World: India seeks transit facility for wheat export to Afghanistan 

 International Affairs: Recession-hit rich countries suffer ‘great leap backwards’ in child poverty: UN 

 East and South East Asia: US encourages multilateral cooperation in South East Asia: LaFave; govern-

ment offers $300 mn credit line to Vietnam for trade 

 

SECTION 5: OPINIONS/BOOKS 

 

 Opinions: Jaitley again asks for interest rate cuts, needs lessons in basic economics 

 



 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 3 . 1 3  P a g e  3  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

Key Message  
 

The Rajiv Gandhi Institute for Contemporary Studies (RGICS) is a 23 year old independent 

national policy think tank promoted by the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation. RGICS carries out re-

search and policy development on contemporary challenges facing India.  

 

We live in an era of paradigmatic change – local, national and global. Our aim is to understand 

and direct this paradigmatic change -- social, economic and political -- towards a more equita-

ble social order.  

 

We seek to do so by (i) providing knowledge inputs training and strategic advice to political 

leaders, civil society activists and the general public on the nature of paradigmatic change and 

role of politics in directing change; and (ii) designing institutional structures and policies that 

would achieve this purpose. 

 

The three main areas of paradigmatic change we are working on currently are (i) de-

concentration, decentralization and devolution of Government power to empower the citi-

zen;  and democratization of public policy decision making and of executive and judicial insti-

tutions; (ii) dissipation of structures of social hierarchy and inequality such as caste and gen-

der; and (iii) dissipation of economic monopolies and concentration of economic power by 

promoting a democratic, socially sensitive and competitive market economy that advances 

Constitutional values.  

 

We explore these themes in the context of a range of contemporary issues such as (i) eco-

nomic growth; (ii) poverty and social exclusion; (iii) labour rights including informal sector 

workers; (iv) migration; (v) urbanization; (vi) regionally balanced development; (vii) social 

justice; (viii) human rights; (ix) electoral and political reforms;  (x) social movements; (xi) 

good governance and public administration (including judicial reform and corruption); (xii) 

environmental protection and natural resources including land and water;  (xiii) land reforms; 

(xiv) globalization; and (xv) knowledge creation and sharing, socially constructed modes of 

thought an education. 

 

Policy Watch is a key instrument of RGICS's vision and strategy. Policy Watch informs politi-

cal leaders, civil society organizations and general public about key policy developments na-

tionally and globally. This will enable them to intervene in policy decision making and reflect 

people's voice.  

 

Produced by a dedicated and talented team of scholars at RGICS, led by our young RG-RALs, 

Policy Watch is a unique product that presents information and analysis about policy for a po-

litical audience.  Policy Watch has by now covered over a thousand policy issues. 

 

Team RGICS 
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C O V E R  S T O R Y  

Creating Social Change to End Manual Scavenging  

 

Manual Scavenging-The dirty truth  

“Hundreds of thousands of impoverished "low caste" Indians are being forced to clean human excreta from dry toi-

lets and open drains, despite a ban on the discriminatory and undignified practice”, reports Human Rights Watch 

(HRW) in its recent publication in August 2014. Manual Scavenging is a term used to describe the job of removing 

human excrement from dry toilets, open drains or pit using basic tools such as thin boards, buckets and baskets, after 

which the refuse carried is on the head. It is a shameful truth that reflects the discrimination practised by society and 

the state towards one of the most vulnerable sections of the population, the Dalits.  

 

Manual Scavenging is not only dehumanising but also dan-

gerous. According to the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, 

80 per cent of the manual scavengers die before they turn 60 

because of health problems and accidents. In the last decade, 

98 manual scavengers have died in Gujarat. This figure was 

gathered by Safai Kamdar Vikas Nigam, in reply to an RTI 

query and was published by the Times Of India in April 

2014.  

 

Despite legislations prohibiting employment of manual scavengers and demolition of dry toilets (toilet that does not 

flush, is not connected to a septic tank or sewage system, and requires daily manual cleaning), the 'Houselisting and 

Housing Census 2011' data in March, 2012 shows a bleak picture. Its estimation of insanitary or dry latrines in 

the country is close to 26 lakhs. Though there is no credible data on the exact count of manual scavengers in the 

country, various surveys and sources have suggested that there are approximately 11 lakhs manual scavengers in 

India.  The States of Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Jammu and Kashmir, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and 

West Bengal account for more than 72 per cent of the insanitary latrines. 

 

Legislations banning the practice alone cannot change the social realities. Our society has to challenge and break 

free from the internalised caste hierarchy, empower the minds of the manual scavengers and change the attitude of 

the state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legislations to end Manual Scavenging 

There are number of legislations to eliminate manual scavenging.  The Civil Rights Act,1955  prohibits compelling 

anyone to practice manual scavenging and the Construction of Dry Latrines and Employment of Manual Scav-

engers (Prohibition) Act, 1993 mandates the demolition of all dry toilets and bans the employment of manual scav-

engers. The recently enacted Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 

2013 seeks to reinforce this ban by prohibiting manual scavenging in all forms and ensures the rehabilitation of 

manual scavengers to be identified through a mandatory survey. However, the twin evils of insanitary latrines and 

manual scavenging persist.  

 

The fact that manual scavenging is illegal, but continues to be in practice, is evident from various data and cases. 

This shows that legislations alone cannot aid in eliminating the problem. The problems lay at various levels- the 

Society, State and Individuals. It is essential to understand the complexity of the problem at these levels to bring 

about a positive social change. 

“There are at least 400 of us living in Kennedy’s land 

and Andhra Lane, who continue to do this work in KGF, 

Bangarpet and Mysore. At least 28 people have died in 

the past two years because of diseases or suffocation.”  

 — Prabhu (Source: The Week, October 2014) 

“The manual carrying of human feces is not a form of employment, but an injustice akin to 

slavery. It is one of the most prominent forms of discrimination against Dalits, and it is cen-

tral to the violation of their human rights.” 

 

— Ashif Shaikh, founder of Rashtriya Garima Abhiyan, a grassroots campaign to end man-

ual scavenging, May 2014 (Source: HRW Report, 2014) 
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Attitude of the Society 

Manual scavenging is a manifestation of the rigid caste system in India. Manual scavengers belong to one of the 

Dalit sub-castes and are considered lowest in the caste hierar-

chy. Though India is a democratic nation, and any discrimina-

tion based on caste is unacceptable, but the truth is far from 

reality. The society, time and again has treated Dalits as un-

touchables and reserved the humiliating job of cleaning excreta 

only for them thus reinforcing the idea of untouchability based 

on occupation. A child born into a family of manual scavengers 

is denied the basic rights guaranteed under the constitution. S/

he is not given the chance to explore a different life based on 

choice, potential or interest. Manual scavenging as an occupation has become hereditary and a life of indignity and 

misery, is passed on from one generation to another. In the rare occasion when a manual scavenger challenges the 

social structure and his position in it; s/he is threatened by members of higher castes, and ostracized to the extent 

that s/he is denied food entry to communal land to feed their livestock, and other facilities necessary for his survival. 

The community in which the manual scavenger lives does not allow them to break free from their caste based roles.  

 

The situation gets worse for women manual scavengers who face 

the double disadvantage of first being women and second, being a 

bhangi (local term for manual scavengers).  Sometimes they are 

deprived of wages and are instead given stale food, grains and old 

clothes in return of their hard work. Usually women join their hus-

bands as manual scavengers after marriage. In addition to social 

barriers, the patriarchal forces in the family suppress her efforts if 

she refuses to continue the degrading work. The question of sur-

vival becomes more critical than the issue of dignity and health for 

them.  

 

Constitution has made an effort to prohibit the practice, now it is time for the mindset in society to change.  

 

Lack of political will of the State  

Government institutions like municipal corporations, village councils, railways and defence are the largest violators 

of the law and perpetuate the problem by continuing to recruit manual scavengers and failing to demolish dry toilets. 

Instead of cooperating, they have always defended their role. Thus, the State institutionalises the practice of manual 

scavenging. 

 

Indian Railways  

Approximately 43,000 railway coaches are engaged in the passenger service, and there are about 1, 72,000 insani-

tary toilets which discharge the human excreta on the railway tracks that require the services of manual scavengers. 

Intrigued, the high court ordered an inspection of bio-toilets led by a team of senior advocates P S Narasimha and 

Rajiv Nanda. In their status report to the court, the advocates described work on bio-toilet installation as being ex-

tremely slow and criticised the Ministry of Railway’s timid target of installing only 500 bio-toilets (out of 172,000 

toilets) till March 2012.  

 

Municipal Corporations 

A recent survey report by Manav Garima, a com-

munity based organisation fighting against dry 

toilets and practice of manual scavenging have 

brought to light the existence of dysfunctional 

toilets under the aegis of Ahmedabad Municipal 

Corporation (AMC). Located in slums, these toi-

lets do not have proper sewerage system, water 

facility etc.  Also, not every household has a 

separate toilet. People are forced to defecate in 

the open. The survey which looked at few sample 

C O V E R  S T O R Y  

Niita Tank, 35, cleans the dry latrines of 25 houses 

and gets 43 eurocents( INR 33) per house per 

month. According to beliefs, Dalits are unclean, so 

treating human waste is left for Dalits such as 

Niita. 

 

-    Source: International Dalit Solidarity Network  

“They called our men and said ‘If you don’t start 

sending your women to clean our toilets, we will 

beat them up. We will beat you up.’ They said, 

‘We will not let you live in peace.’ We were 

afraid.” 

 

— Gangashri, Mainpuri district, Uttar Pradesh, 

“....as many as eight cleaning contract workers, who were being 

forced to manually clean up human excreta at public places, have 

been sacked from their jobs for staging a protest on Independence-

day eve. Working as manual scavengers under the Dudhrej munici-

pality of Surendranagar district, Gujarat, these workers’ fault was 

that they took part in a fairly representative rally, followed by a 

dharna, against the despicable practice............” 

 

(Source: COUNTERVIEW, August 2014 ) 
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areas found out that there were 126 areas where manual scavenging was practised and there were 188 dry latrines. 

To make the situation worse, AMC built 30 new dry toilets in the Nagorivad area of Ahmedabad. However the Gu-

jarat Government denied this accusation against them. A survey conducted in a few villages of Dhule in Maharash-

tra, by the Rashtriya Garima Abhiyan showed that 162 women and 90 men were hired by panchayats and municipal 

corporations to manually clean toilets and open defecation areas.  

 

A similar bleak situation exists in the state of Odisha. As per Census 2011, there are more than 81,283 insanitary 

latrines in Odisha. The State has shown slow progress in implementation of the Prohibition of Employment as Man-

ual Scavenger and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013. According to an official data, there are over 35,049 manual scav-

engers in the State of which only 10,681 have been rehabilitated.  

 

Challenges faced by people and breaking the silence  

“No one thinks he or she is less human”, said Mr. Bezwada Wilson, the National Convener of the Safai Karmachari 

Andolan (SKA), who has experienced severe 

discrimination being born to parents who were 

manual scavengers. Hence people who continue 

cleaning human excreta do it involuntarily under 

great social pressure, poverty, illiteracy and often 

because of the extreme atrocities they experience 

when they seek alternative job opportunities.  

 

As reported in the Human Rights Watch publication, the manual scavengers face resistance not only from the mem-

bers of higher castes but often from local officials like Pradhans who refuse to give manual scavengers any informa-

tion or assistance in getting a job card. As a result, manual scavengers are deprived of work opportunities provided 

by MNREGA. 
 

Resistance from society and state, inadequate marketable skills, education and alternative job opportunities are barri-

ers which have to be taken note of. The fear of demanding a new life and accepting the humiliation as fate is the 

greatest challenge. There are many schemes and legislations to provide education, alternative job opportunities, 

trainings to manual scavengers, but these benefits and opportunities alone cannot change their situation unless every 

single manual scavenger refuses to clean other’s excreta. Until then, when a manuals scavenger denies cleaning the 

dirt, there is another manual scavenger ready to do his work.  Thus the practice of manual scavenging continues. 

Hence, it is crucial to make manual scavengers aware that such dehumanising work is illegal and by mobilising 

them their voice can be made to be heard not as an individual but as a group.  

 
Role of Social Movements towards defending the right’s of manual scavengers  

Constitutional safeguards have not been successful in stopping the violations of the fundamental human rights of the 

manual scavengers. In contrast, some civil society movements have been able to bring to the forefront the massive 

discrimination faced by manual scavengers in India. 

 

Safai Karamchari Andolan 

Safai Karmachari Andolan (SKA) is a national movement working towards eradicating manual scavenging, by or-

ganising and mobilising the community around the issues of dignity and rights, accompanied by strategic advocacy 

and legal interventions. SKA’s efforts helped to uncover the fact that government departments including Railways, 

Defence, Judiciary and Education are violators of the Manual Scavenging Prohibition Act. A Public Interest Litiga-

tion (PIL) was filed in the Supreme Court by SKA and 18 other civil society organisations in 2003. As a result, the 

Supreme Court gave strict orders to all the states and central ministries to address the issue of manual scavenging. In 

2010, for the first time 23 hearings were conducted in the state of Haryana and the act was enforced and 16 members 

were taken into custody for violating the law and employing manual scavengers. 

 

 

 

Rashtriya Garima Abhiyan 

C O V E R  S T O R Y  

“We went to the panchayat [local council] members and said, 

please give us some work. The work they gave, my work, was to 

clean the gutter, clean excrement from roads, clean the toilets, 

clean the village, and remove garbage. It is our caste. They will not 

give us any better work to do. Nothing that would give us dignity.” 

 

— Gopal Harilal Bohit, Jalgaon district, Maharashtra, March 2014 

(Source: HRW Report, 2014) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_Interest_Litigation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_Interest_Litigation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/States_in_India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manual_scavenging
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haryana


 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 3 . 1 3  P a g e  7  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

Launched by Jan Sahas Development Society, the “Rashtriya Garima Abhiyan” is a national campaign for dignity 

and elimination of manual scavenging. The Abhiyan has liberated 11,000 manual scavengers in Madhya Pradesh. 

By organising sanghatans or community-based organisations, it has mobilised manual scavengers and empowered 

them to oppose all kinds of discrimination. Liberated and empowered, manual scavengers have taken the lead in 

putting an end to this practice. The campaign has been taken to other villages and states. In December 2012, the 

Rashtriya Garima Abhiyan, also organised a two-month long march ‘The Maila Mukti Yatra’ across 18 Indian states 

that liberated thousands of manual scavengers.  

 

These are only two examples of the immense potential these social movements have. Similar success stories have 

been showcased by other national and local level movements which have successfully spread awareness and em-

powered manual scavengers and helped them fight against their own fears and challenge the rigid social structure 

and government institutions that are responsible for depriving them of their rights to live in dignity.  

 

Journey towards changing mindsets  
Manual scavenging is “shame of the nation” said Mahatma Gandhi.  The fight to end manual scavenging is more 

than one individual’s struggle; it is a struggle of the nation. Social movements have shown positive change by bring-

ing people together. For a change to happen at a large scale, it is important for all the segments of the society, in-

cluding civil society organisations and the state, to join hands and fight against the violation of human dignity.  

 

Legislations and schemes prohibiting manual scavenging, as modernising India’s sanitation, are important. But for 

effective implementation of these, mindsets of people, society and state needs to undergo change. Synergised efforts 

towards challenging the caste structure, changing the mindsets of people involved in scavenging and people employ-

ing them as scavengers can make a significant positive difference. 

 

By : Abhishikta Roy  

 

(Valuable inputs from Afreen Faridi) 
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Macro Economic Dimension of India: Inflation Rates for the Month 

of September, 2014  
 

General Inflation Rates in Indian States: September, 2014 (%)  
 
 

H E A D L I N E S  

States Rural Urban General 

All India 6.68 6.34 6.46 

Northern Region       

Jammu & Kashmir 5.49 5.73 5.57 

Himachal Pradesh 6.11 5.99 6.05 

Punjab 6.96 5.84 6.40 

Chandigarh 7.29 7.39 7.41 

Uttarakhand 7.09 5.03 6.19 

Haryana 5.19 7.10 5.86 

Delhi 3.53 4.89 4.89 

Uttar Pradesh 7.47 6.18 7.39 

Western Region       

Rajasthan 7.55 6.18 7.02 

Gujarat 6.08 5.33 5.75 

Maharashtra 5.82 5.29 5.46 

Goa 7.16 5.84 6.54 

Lakshadweep 9.87 10.10 10.02 

Daman & Die 7.70 7.34 7.56 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli -2.95 3.49 5.19 

Central Region       

Madhya Pradesh 5.18 5.70 5.34 

Chattishgarh 6.92 5.83 6.56 

Southern Region       

Andhra Pradesh 3.93 5.59 4.53 

Karnakata 3.47 8.00 5.78 

Kerala 8.73 9.49 8.98 

Tamil Nadu 5.39 5.67 5.50 

Puducherry 5.46 5.89 5.78 

Andaman & Nicobar Island 10.13 3.67 6.81 

Northeastern Region       

Arunachal Pradesh 7.43 - - 

Assam 8.37 8.82 8.49 

Manipur 1.74 7.27 3.69 

Meghalaya 15.72 9.41 14.30 

Mizoram 11.09 4.58 7.57 

Nagaland 15.54 7.53 12.21 
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Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index (CPI) data 

of MOSPI. There is one month time lag in CPI data (New Series 2010=100) provided by MOSPI, Government 

of India. 

 

All – India Inflation rate has come down from 7.86% in the month of August to 6.46% in the month of Sep-

tember 2014 along with its rural and urban decline. Amongst the states also the inflation rate has come down 

except for few states like Kerala, where its rural and combined rates have gone high from its previous month. 

Similarly in Odisha and Gujarat, the combined inflation rate has gone high from  the previous month.  For 

the month of September, Meghalaya has seen highest inflation with 14.30% and Andhra Pradesh has see low-

est inflation with 4.53%. 
 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 

Scheme Improved Status of Women 
(Financial express, October 24, 2014) 
  

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee (MGNREG) scheme, introduced by United Progressive 

Alliance (UPA) Government, has helped women improve their social and economic status according to Kerala Uni-

versity of Fisheries and Ocean Studies (KUFOS). As per this report, 97.3 per cent of workers under the scheme are 

women. This study has been conducted under the project on Impact Assessment Study of MGNREG scheme in 

Alappuzha District, the study has been funded by Kerala State Institute of Rural Development. The project was im-

plemented with a view to understand the impact of the scheme on poverty eradication and empowerment of women 

and marginalised groups. 
  

According to the report about 60 per cent of the workers felt relieved by getting their daily food by the scheme while 

it is a source of additional income for life empowerment for the 40 per cent of workers.27 per cent of respondents 

believed the scheme has helped boost their saving habits and has brought a kind of financial literacy among them, 

which is necessary for financial inclusion. 
  

In Alappuzha District, the scheme has helped bring down the intensity of communicable diseases through various 

kinds of cleaning activities in surroundings and water bodies, which is a part of the scheme. The report further states 

that the scheme has also resulted in increase in wages, especially in fisheries, construction, coir and agricultural sec-

tors. The study further recommends: disbursing wages within seven days for workers and including agriculture re-

lated works like paddy harvesting and works in fish farms in the scheme. 

  

Doctor V Ambilikumar, Head, Department of Business Administration and Management, KUFOS and principal 

investigator of the project, said the scheme has created a revolution in women's empowerment. 

  

http://www.financialexpress.com/news/mahatma-gandhi-national-rural-employment-guarantee-scheme-improved-

status-of-women/1301352 

Date Accessed: 25.10.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

H E A D L I N E S  

States Rural Urban General 

Tripura 16.24 11.93 15 

Sikkim 7.55 8.62 7.72 

Eastern Region       

Bihar 8.64 7.13 8.33 

Jharkhand 3.95 7.84 5.19 

West Bengal 6.76 7.26 6.94 

Odisha 11.89 9.24 11.23 

http://www.financialexpress.com/news/mahatma-gandhi-national-rural-employment-guarantee-scheme-improved-status-of-women/1301352
http://www.financialexpress.com/news/mahatma-gandhi-national-rural-employment-guarantee-scheme-improved-status-of-women/1301352
http://www.financialexpress.com/news/mahatma-gandhi-national-rural-employment-guarantee-scheme-improved-status-of-women/1301352
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Home Minister Favours Aadhaar Scheme 
(Deccan Herald, October 28, 2014) 

  

Despite being critical of UPA’s Aadhaar scheme during the election campaign, BJP has done a volte face with Un-

ion Home Minister, Rajnath Singh favouring it. 

 

The Home Ministry has written letters to States asking them to enrol prisoners in jails under the Aadhaar scheme so 

that the prisoners could obtain identification numbers. 

 

The letters acknowledges the benefits of Aadhaar stating that, “Aadhaar can be used at multiple places to prove 

one’s identity very easily.” An Aadhaar card can be used to serve as a document of identification for opening bank 

accounts, booking tickets or applying for a passport. 

 

Since an Aadhaar number is unique to every person, it eliminates the threat of fraud or bogus activity. The letter also 

said that Aadhaar can help government provide better services and facilities to people living in rural areas and will 

provide to migrants the benefits of universal mobility of identity. 

 

“Aadhaar will facilitate ‘anytime, anywhere, anyhow’ authentication to its beneficiaries.” 

 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/438027/home-ministry-does-u-turn.html 

Date Accessed: 28.10.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

Tamil Nadu Opposes Provision in Motor Vehicles Bill 
(Daily Pioneer, October 29, 2014) 

 

Tamil Nadu Government has objected on various provisions of the proposed Road Transport and Safety Bill, 2014. 

The Road Transport Ministry will move the new bill governing the road sector to the Cabinet soon and hopes to get 

it passed in the winter session of Parliament.  Speaking at the high-level meeting chaired by Minister of Road Trans-

port and Highways Nitin Gadkari, Tamil Nadu Transport Minister said, “the proposed bill encroached upon the 

powers of State Governments… major change in the existing set-up has been proposed.” 

 

Tamil Nadu Transport Minister Mr. V Senthilbalaji raised objection on control of central government in the local 

administration through the proposed bill. He said, “The existing provision of the Motor Vehicles Act 1988 envisages 

that the State Government shall establish Motor Vehicles Department and appoint officers for the purpose of imple-

menting the Act. There is no corresponding provision in the draft Bill. The provision of constitution of National 

Authority in the bill provides sweeping and wide-ranging powers for making regulations which hitherto were being 

done by the state governments.” 

 

Senthilbalaji further said that the bill would severely affect the major revenue source of the state government. He 

said, “The Motor Vehicle Tax, which is a major revenue source to the State’s ex-chequer will be left to the decision 

of the National Authority. “It will severely affect the State’s revenue resources.” The opposition came after Gadkari 

said Parliament approval was likely for the Bill in the upcoming Session after consultations with States. 

 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/nation/tn-opposes-provision-in-motor-vehicles-bill.html 

Date Accessed: 29.10.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 
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Government Should be Looking for Black Money Within 

India 
(Dhiraj Nayyar, Live Mint, October 24, 2014) 

  

The Current National Democratic Alliance (NDA) Government during the Lok Sabha elections had promised to 

bring back black money and reveal the names of all those who have their account in the Swiss Banks. However  the 

Government acknowledged a setback in their efforts to recover the billions in illicit, untaxed “black money” stashed 

abroad in foreign bank accounts. After being critical of the previous United Progressive Alliance (UPA) Govern-

ment for failing to make public a list of Indian account holders in Liechtenstein’s LGT Bank, the NDA Government 

admitted before court, that it couldn’t do so either because of confidentiality requirements in an existing agreement 

with Germany. 

  

Rather than focussing on bringing back money from abroad the Government should focus on the illicit money which 

is present in India. There is no official estimate of the size of India’s parallel economy. Unofficial calculations, such 

as one done  by the Washington-based think tank Global Financial Integrity, estimate that $460 billion has been 

stashed in foreign bank accounts, equivalent to around a quarter of India’s gross domestic product (GDP).According 

to some estimate, an amount equal to 70 percent of India’s US dollar 2 trillion GDP- about US Dollar 1.4 trillion- is 

hiding out in India itself. 

  

If the Government is serious about eradicating the pool of Black money it should focus on three important aspects. 

The Government should ensure that all political parties should declare the source of any donation more than a rupee. 

In India, which has neither public financing for campaigns nor effective campaign finance laws, the need for politi-

cal funds is one of the main drivers of official corruption. Current regulations require parties to name donors for any 

amounts over Rs20,000, or about $300. Curiously, most parties claim that over 80% of their donations are made in 

increments less than that. 

 

Second, the government must close the gap between so-called circle rates for property the minimum valuation set by 

the government and the actual  market rates. 

 

Lastly the government must implement the long overdue Goods and Services Tax and ensure that no goods or ser-

vices receive exemptions and that the rate is reasonably low, cutting out avenues and incentives for evasion. 

  

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/X4jg6ealwKV4CX7RbXhO2O/Narendra-Modi-should-be-looking-for-black-

money-in-India.html 

Date Accessed: 25.10.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

World Bank Pegs India's Economic Growth at 5.6% in  

2014-15 
(NDTV Profit, October 27, 2014) 

  

World Bank predicts that with the new set of reforms and expeditious clearances to large projects India is likely to 

grow at 5.6 percent.  These reforms include gas price hike, deregulation of diesel prices and opening of the coal-

mining sector. 

 

“India's economy grew at 5.7 per cent in the April-June quarter this year, the highest in over two years. This comes 

after Indian economy grew below 5 per cent in the previous two years, in its worst slowdown in two decades.”  

 

The growth is likely to increase to 6.4 percent in the coming year due to the implementation of the Goods and Ser-

vices Act (GST). Constitution Amendment Bill to roll GST will be introduced in the forthcoming winter session of 

the parliament. “The government intends to implement the GST from April 1, 2016.” 

 

E C O N O M Y  
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World Bank has cautioned that the global growth is weaker than expected. Bad assets of banks remain high in India 

“which is impacting the profitability of banks.” Supply chain issues may also constraint the manufacturing sector. 

  

http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-

bank_110734.html 

Date Accessed: 28.10.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

Uttar Pradesh Lowest Among BIMARU States in 9 Years 

Growth: ASSOCHAM 
(Daily News and Analysis, October 25, 2014) 

 

The Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of Uttar Pradesh (UP) for nine year (2004-13) has been recorded at 

6.9 percent in terms of Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP). This is the slowest growth rate among the traditional 

BIMARU states (Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and UP). The study was released by ASSOCHAM. 

 

Bihar topped the list with a CAGR of 9.3 percent followed by Madhya Pradesh (8.8 %) and Rajasthan (8.2 %). In-

dia’s growth rate during this period was pegged at eight percent. 

 

Uttar Pradesh still continues to contribute highest to the nation’s GDP; its contribution has declined from 8.8 % as of 

2004-05 to 8.1 % as of 2012-13. “The share of other states in BIMARU category though has remained stagnant over 

these years but has slightly improved for Bihar (from 2.6 % to 2.9 %), MP (3.8 % to 4 %) and Rajasthan (4.3 % to 

4.4 %).” 

 

UP’s agricultural growth rate was also the slowest where Madhya Pradesh has recorded the highest growth. “The 

contribution of agriculture and allied sector in Indian economy too dipped sharply from 19 % to 13.7 % during this 

period.” Moreover, even in the industrial sector UP growth rate was lower than the national average. 

 

 “At 4.8 %, UP has also registered slowest per- capita income growth rate between 2004-05 and 2012-13, while Bi-

har topped with 7.6 % CAGR. Nationally the per-capita income grew by 6.2 % during this period.” 

 

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-

2029041 

Date Accessed: 29.10.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

 

E C O N O M Y  

http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/indias-gdp-likely-to-grow-by-5-6-in-fy15-world-bank_110734.html
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-uttar-pradesh-lowest-among-bimaru-states-in-9-yrs-growth-assocham-2029041


 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 3 . 1 3  P a g e  1 3  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE  

MGNREGA Impact on Food Inflation is Very Limited, Says 

RBI Study 
(Jitendra, Down to Earth, October 24, 2014) 

  

Economists have criticized the job scheme for contributing to food inflation. They have said that the act increased 

labor wages and thus, the input cost of food production rose. Even RBI held it responsible for double-digit inflation 

in 2012. A new study by Reserve Bank of India shows that the impact of Mahatama Gandhi National Rural Employ-

ment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) is very limited. 

 

The paper titled ‘Recent Trends in Rural Wages: An Analysis of Inflationary Implications” shows that the 

MGNREGS does not exert substantial pressure on prices. However, it has helped increase rural wages. 

 

Most significant impact is seen in labor supply states. These include, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, 

Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra. “In these states, wages under MGNREGS was higher than the rural market wage. It 

might have stopped rural migration and created pressure on rural wage market.” 

 

The study shows that the scheme may have impacted inflation by raising labor wages in the market. “But because of 

limited reach and coverage of the scheme, it has had no direct impact in creating additional demand for work.” Only 

one fourth of rural households are benefitting from the scheme. Data shows that average employment was about 37 

days in 2009-10. 

 

“The study shows that the scheme helped in raising rural wages but it should not be singled out for rising inflation. 

There are a number of reasons for rise in food inflation.” Declining work participation of women and youth has also 

contributed to rising labor prices and farm input costs. 

  

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/mgnrega-impact-food-inflation-very-limited-says-rbi-study 

Date Accessed: 28.10.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

Appraisal System of Judges in the Subordinate Judiciary 

Due for Reshaping 
(Pradeep Thakur, Times of India, October 27, 2014) 

  

The appraisal system of judges in the subordinate judiciary is due to be reorganized with more weightage for those 

who decide cases older than five years and preference for judicial officials who take the arbitration route. In this 

respect, the law ministry is in touch with all the high courts. 

  

Resolution of litigation through arbitration would qualify a judge for more weightage than deciding a normal case as 

it saves both the judiciary and the litigant money and time. The government has also indicated to the high courts to 

initiate negative marking against those judicial officers who give too many adjournments. The appraisal system will 

now account for number of adjournments given, type of cases, time taken for delivery of judgments. Section 309 of 

Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) provides for no more than three adjournments in a civil case. Any departure 

from this will have to be adequately explained by judge or face negative marking. 

 

Subordinate courts across the country and all the high courts will be connected with the national judicial data grid in 

New Delhi for the monitoring of judges. The ministry is in touch with all the High Courts to ensure that emphasis is 

laid on bringing down the pendency of cases, which is still a major cause of concern. Currently there are more than 

2.8 crore cases pending in subordinate courts. 
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This comes against the backdrop that judicial officers in lower courts are mostly unaware of recent amendments 

carried out in (CrPc) and are ignoring certain mandatory obligations in delivery of judgments. Sending them for 

specialized training at reputed management institutes should augment the performance standards of judges. Revision 

of the curriculum at the National Judicial Academy and training of faculty of state judicial academies will also be in 

cue. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Judges-to-be-rewarded-for-deciding-cases-older-than-5-years/

articleshow/44943748.cms 

Date Accessed: 28.10.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

Oil Ministry to Overhaul Exploration Policy 
(The Hindu Business Line, October 26, 2014) 

 

Oil Minister Dharmendra Pradhan is planning to introduce some big ticket changes in the oil exploration policy. It is 

being claimed that these changes will attract investors, increase energy output and revive the economy. This may 

very well be an exercise to introduce foreign direct investment (FDI) in exploration on a large scale. 

 

Alongside these developments, the ministry is setting stiff targets for state explorers like Oil and Natural Gas Corpo-

ration Limited (ONGC) to revive their maximum production. The rationale behind the move is explained to be the 

aim to cut of import dependence of oil. The Oil Minister is planning to completely replace the 15-year old produc-

tion sharing regime. 

 

The move to raise domestic oil and gas production targets, beginning with state explorers like ONGC and Oil India 

Ltd (OIL), seems valid as these companies had not met their own stated targets. Hence, the 10% improvement target 

seems like reasonable demand. However the minister’s foremost attempt is the monetisation of small and marginal 

fields lying with ONGC with the help of private investment and technology. 

 

The natural gas pipeline network in the country will be doubled to 30,000 km by 2019 to expand the reach of envi-

ronment-friendly fuel. Also, state refineries are being asked to improve efficiencies to become globally competitive 

even as fuel retailing is opened for competition.” 

 

Out of the 252 blocks that were allocated only three have come to the production stage as of now. The new regime is 

planning to minimize government scrutiny and introduce the concept of ‘self-regulation’, which was highlighted in 

the Make-in-India summit by the Prime Minister himself. The government’s purported aim behind the move is to 

end “inspector raj” and remove bureaucratic bottlenecks and red-tapism. But the question is whether this minimum 

governance ideal which is a move to attract more investors would not result in increased opportunities for high level 

corruption? 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Industry/LOxkmhH4uXid7ZfSvk9WgO/Oil-ministry-to-overhaul-exploration-policy-

Dharmendra-Prad.html 

Date Accessed: 29.10.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

Kill an Elephant, Get Away With Rs 500 fine and 11 Other 

Acts That Will Get the Boot 
(Rakesh Sinha, Indian Express, October 28, 2014) 

 

The article referred to in this summary discusses a number of obsolete laws, however in the present summary here 

we are including only a few. 
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The law commission submitted an interim report titled, “Obsolete Laws: Warranting Immediate Repeal” to the Law 

Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad. The repeal of such outdated and outmoded laws would contribute greatly the simpli-

fication of the legal structure. 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at his Madison Square Garden address in Washington D.C promised to get rid of 

obsolete laws. In the past the law commission had recommended 253 laws which are obsolete. However, these laws 

are still part of the statute books. The 34 laws that were recommended for repeal are still listed on government web-

sites. In most of these laws either the subject matter is outdated, or the purpose of the law is fulfilled, or there is a 

new law or regulation governing the same subject matter. 

 

Sonthal Paraganas Act 

Act 37 of 1855: This Act calls the Sonthals an uncivilised race and seclude them from the governance mechanism. 

This loophole has resulted in exploitation during land acquisition even today. 
 

Converts’ Marriage Dissolution Act 

Act 21 of 1866: The Act was introduced to ease the dissolution of marriage to facilitate the conversion of people 

from Hinduism to Christianity on the grounds that they have been deserted by their spouse. It enables divorce pro-

ceedings to be initiated by the converted person. 
 

Foreign Recruiting Act 

Act 4 of 1874: This Act allows the government to issue an order that can prevent recruitment of Indians by a foreign 

state. 
 

Dramatic Performances Act 

Act 6 of 1879: Under the Act the state government can prohibit performances that are “scandalous, defamatory or 

likely to excite feelings of disaffection”. The act was introduced to curb nationalist propaganda and is now being 

used to moral police the civil society of our country. 

 

Elephants’ Preservation Act 

Act 6 of 1879: Under the act it is an offence to kill, injure or capture wild elephants. However, in case of self-

defence or if one has a license granted under the same act, a person can get away by paying a fine of just Rs 500 if 

he/she has killed an elephant. The Wildlife (Protection) Act is in placed and the mentioned law is no more needed. 

 

Delhi Hotels (Control of Accommodation) Act 

Act 24 of 1949: Under this Act the Director of Estates has the power to reserve up to one fourth of the total accom-

modations available in the private hotels of Delhi for use of government officials. It was introduced to address the 

problem of accommodation shortage for government officials in Delhi. The issue in no longer alive.    

 

 It is important to understand the alarming situation here. In recent past we have seen events where right wing forces 

have legally made it impossible for scholars to release their books in India using these obsolete laws, which violate 

the many fundamental rights of the citizens of this country. 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/kill-an-elephant-get-away-with-rs-500-fine/ 

Date Accessed: 29.10.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 
 

DEVELOPMENT 

Odisha Chalks out Rs 1050 cr Skill Development Plan 
(Business Standard, October 28, 2014) 

 

The Odisha state government has planned a skill Development Project, with a layout of Rs. 1050 crores, with is ex-

pected to last for six years.  The project is expected to start in 2015 and will continue till 2020-21.  The state’s share 

is expected to be released post state cabinet’s approval, whereas centre has cleared assistance worth Rs 660 crore 

through Asian Development Bank. 

 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  
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Pramod Kumar Panda, director, Odisha State Employment Mission (OSEMS) and directorate of technical education 

& training, said “Out of the total investment, Asian Development Bank’s (ADB) assistance will be Rs 660 crore and 

the balance Rs 390 crore will be borne by the state government”. The project will mainly support setting up of In-

dustrial training institutes (ITIs) and multi skill development centres. 

 

“There is a need to harmonise individual objectives selected by various stakeholders with a collective goal. The 

more aligned we are, the faster we can reap the benefit of the tremendous demographic dividend we possess”, said 

Shaifalika Panda, trustee and chief executive officer of the Foundation. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/odisha-chalks-out-rs-1-050-cr-skill-development-plan-

114102801406_1.html 

Date Accessed: 29.10.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 
 

GOVERNMENT 

Government to Allow Foreign Firms to Commercially Mine 

and Sell Coal 
(Hindustan Times, October 23, 2014) 

  

Foreign companies with units or joint ventures in India may eventually be allowed commercial coal mining in the 

country. India’s estimated coal reserves now stand at 301 billion tonnes, the fifth-highest in the world, but Indian 

companies still have to import coal as large number of mines remain unused. 
  

More than half of India’s power is produced from coal. State-owned Coal India Ltd accounts for 80% of the coun-

try’s coal output, but it isn’t enough to meet India’s rising energy demand. India’s coal imports jumped more than 

three times in the last eight years — from 41.2 million tonnes in 2005-06 to 140.6 million tonnes in 2012-13. 

 

At present, only steel, power and domestic cement companies are allowed to own mines for their own use. But the 

Ordinance, which the Union Cabinet ratified on Monday, could allow commercial use of mines, a move that would 

enable private companies to get into trading coal. 

 

The Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Ordinance 2014, signed by President Pranab Mukherjee, states that such joint 

venture companies “may carry on coal mining operations in India in any form either for own consumption, sale or 

any other purpose selected through auction by competitive bidding,” virtually lifting controls in the controversy-

marred sector. 

 

It will also likely open up the doors for entry of foreign companies such as BHP Billiton, US firm Peabody and Rio 

Tinto.The Ordinance also lays out the broad legal framework to give coal mines to private steel, power and cement 

companies through transparent bids. 
 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/business-news/global-firms-may-get-tomine-coal-commercially/article1-

1278315.aspx 

Date Accessed:24.10.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

Centre may form Panel for ‘Fair Distribution’ 
(Greater Kashmir, October 25, 2014) 

 

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh recently asserted that the Rs 745 crore flood grants for the Kashmir flood victims 

and the free replacement of books and notebooks for the affected primary school children by Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi are exceptional and unprecedented moves. Currently the centre is assessing the loss memorandum sub-

mitted by the state government for seeking further funding for flood relief. 
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This announcement comes at a time when anger among the valley residents is building up due to the lack of flood 

relief funds. The state government in its own move has allocated 70,000 each for affected families for rebuild and 

repair of houses. 
 

Modi announced 5.7 billion rupees in assistance for housing and 1.8 billion rupees to fix six major hospitals in the 

state that are in poor condition. This is a fraction of the state’s demand for a package of around 150 billion rupees 

for 350,000 structures including more than 250,000 houses damaged in the floods. The Omar Abdullah government 

in the state has submitted a proposal seeking a special rehabilitation package of Rs 44,000 crore to the state. 
 

But state government officials say Rs 1,000 crore which was announced by the prime minister as special assistance 

for rehabilitation of people immediately after the floods is yet to reach the government. A local newspaper in Kash-

mir had reported that central government has issued a bill of 650 crore against the Jammu and Kashmir government 

for rescue and relief operations carried out during the devastating floods. 
 

Amidst the confusion, the government is planning to nominate a monitoring committee “to ensure fair distribution” 

of the funds allocated to the state government by the centre. The State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) with the 

state government was cleared by the Home Minister for utilization in the relief measures. The finance ministry has 

come out with a special loan credit scheme, where all the existing loans for construction purposes would be re-

scheduled and new loans up to Rs 10 lakh are to be distributed at a rate of 8.5 percent. . In addition to this , Rs 22 

crore has been announced for roads and sanitation by Union Surface Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari.  Apart from 

this,  “unlimited supplies of ration, other relief material, medicines and disinfectants from Union Health Ministry as 

well as other Central Ministries and departments and also huge funding facilitated by the Centre from non-

government sources,” 
 

However the people of the valley are angry about the measly amount they are getting for repairing their homes. 

None of the funding allocation, declared by the centre, has reached them yet. People were hopeful that the Prime 

Minister’s diwali visit would bring some relief. But the situation has hardly changed. The sum allocated by the 

state government remains inadequate for proper repairs or even debris removal. 
 

http://www.greaterkashmir.com/news/2014/Oct/25/centre-may-form-panel-for-fair-distribution--16.asp 

Date Accessed: 28.10.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

HEALTH 

India sees Brazil as a Role Model to beat Malnutrition 
(Deccan Chronicle, October 23, 2014) 
  

According to the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), one in every three malnourished children in the world 

lives in India and the country of about 1.2 billion has more than 190 million undernourished people. Even though 

the situation has improved over the past decade, malnutrition persists as higher economic growth rates are not trans-

lating into better nutrition rates across the board. The prevalence of underweight children in India is nearly double 

that of sub-Saharan Africa," Vimlendra Sharan, an Indian representative to the United Nations, told delegates at a 

nutrition summit in Rome. 
  
In order to beat the problem India recently embraced the "zero hunger" challenge, pioneered in Brazil. Redistribu-

tion of wealth through taxation, subsidies directed at poor families and other policies as well as economic growth 

helped Brazil virtually eliminate malnutrition. In Brazil local schools and hospitals provide subsidised or free meals 

to poor children and patients. Schools and hospitals themselves buy the food from local farmers to stimulate local 

production. 
  

In its quest to end hunger, India made access to food a legal right under the United Progressive Alliance Govern-

ment which signalled a move away from welfare schemes to a rights based scheme. 
  

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/141023/nation-current-affairs/article/india-sees-brazil-%E2%80%98role-model%

E2%80%99-beating-hunger 

Date Accessed: 24.10.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
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India Tops the List of World’s Missed Tuberculosis Cases 
(Times of India, October 24, 2014) 

  

The Global Tuberculosis (TB) Report 2014, by 

the World Health Organisation, has found that 

India tops the list of world’s missed TB cases. 

“The number of missed cases is defined as the 

difference between the estimated number of inci-

dent cases and notified (new and relapse) cases in 

2013.” With 24% of world’s missed cases, one in 

four missed cases of TB globally is in India. 

 

A prevalence survey in Gujarat confirmed a study 

in India suggesting that about 50% of the detected 

cases are not reported to the National TB  

Programmes (NTPs). 

 

According to the World Health Organization, 

"Improvements in case detection in India would have a global impact, given the 

size of the TB burden in the countries and the sizeable gap between notified 

cases and estimated incidence.” 

 

One of the challenges faced by organizations in tackling this disease was the prevalence of undiagnosed cases, seen 

from the fact that three million people miss out treatment every year. 

 

In 2013, 1.5 million lives have been lost due to TB which was an increase from 1.3 million lives lost in 2012. The 

WHO, in its report, said that “TB was the second biggest killer disease from a single infectious agent.” 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/24-of-global-missed-TB-cases-in-India-WHO/articleshow/44921039.cms 

Date Accessed: 25.10.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 
 

URBAN 

No Meeting for Panel to Monitor Night Shelters in Six 

Months 
(Shashi Bhushan, The Asian Age, October 29, 2014) 

  
Between January 2009 and October 12, 2014, about 18,769 unidentified bodies were found in Delhi and a majority 

of them were homeless. The maximum number of bodies was found in the month of June. From 2009 to 2014, in the 

month of June alone, as many as 2,332 bodies were found. Even though figures suggest that most homeless people 

die in the summer heat, the Joint Apex Advisory Committee (JAAC) has not met for almost six months in 2014. The 

committee was constituted after the Delhi high court asked the city administration to monitor and resolve the issues 

related to night shelters. 

  

The Delhi Shelter Improvement Board (DUSIB), the department which looks after the needs of the homeless, in-

formed the high court that a meeting of the advisory committee was not called “as the period from March to October 

was a lean period for night shelters.” Dr. Indu Prakash Singh of SAM:BKS, which is an umbrella group of over 20 

NGOs working for the homeless in the city ,had requested DUSIB CEO Amar Nath to call meeting of JAAC to ad-

dress issues related to night shelters but none was called.The JAAC includes DUSIB director, nodal officers and 

senior officials and representative of the NGOs working for the homeless in the city. 
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Dr. Singh, a member of JAAC, said that after the February 11 meeting, the DUSIB did not bother to call any meet-

ing of the committee till August. “Before the court hearing, the DUSIB sent a meeting notice on September 12. No 

meeting has been called for seven months, including peak summer season which reports highest deaths of homeless 

persons in the city.” A DUSIB official claims that the approximate population of homeless persons is between 

16,000 and 17,000 while NGO’s claim the number to be over a lakh. He also claimed that even in the harshest win-

ter conditions, the occupancy of night shelters has never been more than 60 to 65 per cent. At the same time, prepa-

rations for the winters have started as DUSIB has initiated the setting up of 39 additional temporary night shelters, 

with 11 only for women accommodating 840 women. With work desperately needed for both determining number 

of homeless people and to provide support to them, the concerned authorities need to assess the situation and revise 

their plans regularly. 

  

http://www.asianage.com/delhi/panel-monitor-night-shelters-has-not-met-past-6-months-360 

Date Accessed: 29.10.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

ENERGY 

Power Politics in Andhra Pradesh, Telangana 
(Yogenda KalavalaPalli, Livemint, October 27, 2014) 

 

Sharing of water and power is increasingly an issue between the states of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. The con-

cerns of those who opposed the bifurcation of the state are now taking form. The root cause is the Srisailam power 

project on Krishna River, located on the border of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. While Andhra Pradesh operates 

the project on the right bank with 770 MW installed capacity, Telangana operates the project on the left bank with 

900 MW. Water from the reservoir is also used for irrigation in the two states. The Andhra Pradesh government now 

feels Telangana should stop power production on its side, as it uses up too much water due to which its own Raya-

laseema region would be deprived of water. Telangana’s refusal for the same has initiated bitterness between Chief 

Ministers from the two states. 

 

Telangana has tried to make optimum use of available resources to cope with power deficit in the state. The Andhra 

government says water, if not utilized judiciously, flows into the sea, leading to a shortage in the leaner summer 

months. Around 3 million irrigation pump sets work in Telangana, marking the state’s heavy dependence on power. 

However, farmers in the state are unsatisfied with the government for not keeping its pre-poll promise of eight-hour-

a-day power supply. The public has held the government accountable for about 250 farmer suicides this season, 

which have been blamed on crop losses. Telangana government has pushed the blame on Andhra Pradesh for trying 

to put them in misery. 

 

Both the governments are criticizing each other for violating the provisions of Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act. 

Based on previous consumption levels, the Act earmarked 53.9% of power produced from central generating sta-

tions in united Andhra Pradesh to Telangana. The Act, however, is ambiguous on state stations like Srisailam. The 

Telangana government insists that the same ratio be applied to power generated from the state generating companies 

as well. Meanwhile, in a meeting in July with Krishna River Management Board, both the governments had agreed 

to abide by the rules of existing government orders to operate Srisailam and Nagarjunasagar reservoirs. The board 

was set up to oversee utilization of Krishna river water by Andhra and Telangana. It appears as though during the 

creation of Telangana, many issues have been left unaddressed. And unless the governments are brought to the ta-

ble, it would only generate more controversies and lead to intense power politics. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/dXXZDptxpxFBP1XyZKajhO/Andhra-Pradesh-Telangana-in-row-over-power-

water.html 

Date Accessed: 28.10.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
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GLOBALIZATION 

India Still Among The World's Worst in Doing Business 

Rankings 
(Yashwant Raj, Hindustan Times, October 29, 2014) 

 

In a report released by World Bank Group on 28 October 2014 called ‘Doing Business Report’, India has been 

ranked 142 out of 189 economies. India has landed just ahead of the troubled Palestinian West Bank and Gaza, 

among the world’s worst with poor performance on all but three parameters. This indicates that foreign investors are 

going to need more than just an invitation to come and Make in India. 

 

India has however improved on a couple of fronts – the report mentions that starting a business was made easier by 

reducing the registration fee considerably, but it was also made difficult at the same by demanding a declaration. 

Similarly, getting a power connection became cheaper in the country’s two largest cities Delhi and Mumbai by 

slashing the amount required as security deposit. Similarly, bringing in more transparency, and bringing additional 

safeguards for shareholders of privately held companies cushioned protection of minority investors. 

 

Kaushik Basu, former Prime Minister’s chief economic adviser has expressed that the report is valued by investors 

and economic advisers alike and therefore holds some relevance. There is much that remains to be fixed. For in-

stance, getting a power connection for a new business takes 105 days, more than three times the Singapore average 

of 31 days. Similarly, it takes 47 days to register a property in India compared to 4.5 days in Singapore. If things go 

downhill, resolving insolvency can take 4.3 years in India, to 0.8 in Singapore. Singapore is probably not an ideal 

comparison, for reasons of size. However, matching ranks with West Bank and Gaza are hardly the kind of bench-

marks to inspire a country of out-sized ambition such as India. For any real transformation, the changes have to be 

more substantial than mere invitations and at the root policy and infrastructural level. 

 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/business-news/india-improves-doing-business-ranking-but-still-among-the-world-s-

worst/article1-1279994.aspx 

Date Accessed: 29.10.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

AGRICULTURE 

Government Allows Field Trials for Genetically Modified 

Mustard and Brinjal 
 (Hindustan Times, October 26, 2014) 
 

Field trials of two varieties of genetically modified (GM) mustard and brinjal have been approved by the environ-

ment ministry after the previous government had ordered a freeze on them. 

 

“GM crops are those in which genetic material is altered to provide some perceived advantage either to the producer 

or consumer, such as pest resistance or better nutrition.” 

 

Organizations have been resisting GM crops from being introduced in India citing concerns of safety in using such 

technology for consumption. Another issue pointed out in such debates around GM crops is that they present a threat 

to the country’s food security due to monopolistic multinational corporations that control the biotechnology behind 

GM crops. 

 

Delhi University and Bejo Seeds Pvt. Ltd. have been permitted to hold field trails. Jairam Ramesh, former environ-

ment minister, had imposed a moratorium on Bt brinjal in 2010. 
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Manvendra Singh, a Greenpeace activist said, “Either the minister is being misled by the bureaucrats, or the public 

is being misled by the minister. For gains of few companies, people and farmers are being blindfolded. Mr 

Javadekar should come out in public and end this double-talk.” 
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CASTEISM 

Faulty Caste Data Triggers Re-verification 
(Basant Kumar Mohanty, The Telegraph, October 24, 2014) 
  
The Socio Economic and Caste Census being done across the country by Ministry of Rural Development, Govern-

ment of India has thrown up a mass of “ invalid” and incomplete data. All states have been asked to re verify the 

findings after the first round of verification did not prove successful. Independent India’s first comprehensive “socio

-economic caste census” is meant to update the existing data, based largely on the previous such exercise in 1931, so 

that any necessary revisions can be made to reservation lists and volumes. The survey quizzed people on their caste 

and religion and tried to ascertain their economic condition as reflected in the possession (or not) of assets such as a 

house or land. 
 

Many respondents have furnished their surnames in place of their caste while omitting to mention their castes. 

Sometimes it’s been the other way round,” said a source in the Registrar General of India’s (RGI) office, which de-

tected the mistakes.“Unless all this is corrected, we cannot arrange the data in the proper format.”Central officials 

blamed the error-riddled data on a slipshod job by the state government officials who had conducted the survey as 

well as the first round of verification. 
 

Bengal is among the states that furnished the highest volumes of “invalid” data, a central official said. The others, he 

said, were: Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Sikkim, Mizoram, Tripura, Assam, Odisha, Madhya 

Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Goa, Kerala, Puducherry and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 
 

Anthropologists and social scientists hope the new census would reflect the changes that India’s complex caste 

situation has undergone in the past 83 years .C.R. Sathyanarayanan, deputy director at the southern regional centre 

of the Anthropological Survey of India (AnSI) in Mysore, said the 1931 census included every sub-caste as an ex-

clusive caste, resulting in an overlong list of 30,000-odd castes. He conjectured that the new census might prune the 

list to about 3,000. 
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GENDER 

WEF’s Gender Gap Ranking – India Down by 13 Ranks in 

2014 
(The Hindu Business Line, October 28, 2014) 

  

India registered a marked deterioration in its performance as measured by a World Economic Forum's Global Gen-

der Gap Index that ranked countries on the basis of providing equal opportunity to women in business, education, 

health and political empowerment. India ranked 114, down from 2013’s 101, out of 142 countries scoring below 

average on parameters like economic participation, educational attainment and health and survival. Among the 

BRICS grouping, the highest-placed nation was South Africa (18), supported by strong scores on political participa-

tion. Brazil came next at 71, followed by Russia (75), China (87) and India (114). 

 

India is part of the 20 worst performing countries on the labour force participation, estimated earned income, liter-

acy rate and sex ratio at birth indicators. India ranked 134 on the criteria of economic participation and opportunity. 

Its female to male ratio in labour force participation was 0.36. The disparity in estimated earned income was mas-

sive. Females earn USD 1980 compared to USD 8087 earned by their male counterparts. India ranked 126, in terms 

of educational attainment, with female to male ratio in literacy rate at 0.68. India performed abysmally in health and 

survival, being the second lowest performing country after Armenia. India also has one of the countries with lowest 

percentages of firms with female participation in ownership. A striking finding is that India has the highest differ-

ence between women and men on the average minutes spent per day on unpaid work—a difference of 300 minutes. 
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However, on political empowerment, India ranked 15 - highest in countries on the years with female head of state 

(over the past 50 years) indicator. Evidence suggests that women in Indian local government roles make decisions 

with better outcomes for communities than men do when charged with budget decisions. It is also observed that 

women are more competent representatives than men, obtaining more resources for their constituencies despite hav-

ing significantly lower education and relevant labour market experience. India had been improving its overall score 

since 2010, when it had ranked 112. Therefore, this fall in rank must be given attention. In this aspect, it is important 

to realize the lacunae in policy making that only targets improved employment atmosphere, the focus must also be 

on removing gender based disparities and creating a balance. 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE 

In Spite of Nobel Peace Prize- India Faces Substantial Child 

Labour 
(Rekha Dixit, The Week, October 20, 2014) 

  

The campaign against child labour has been a long one in India, heading back to the 1970. This years Nobel Peace 

Prize winner Kailash Satyarthi has been crusading since the mid 1990. In spite of Satyarthi’s Noble Prize, the prob-

lem of child labour in India remains critical. 

  

The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) says that, according to 2011 census data, there 

are 82.2 lakh child labourers aged 5 to 14, in India. Counting children up to the age 18, the figure is 3.5 crore. Civil 

society organisations, however, say the figure is more than 5 crores. This problem is compounded by the fact that 

child labourers in India are hard to reach. According to the ministry of statistics, nearly 85 percent of child labourers 

in India work in the unorganised sector or within families. The Child Labour(Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986, 

prohibits child labour in hazardous condition but child labour continues to be used many areas. It is used in Mir-

zapur Bhadohi belt of carpet weavers (where Satyarthi began his initial work), in brass wear industry of Muradabad, 

BT Cotton seed farms of Gujarat (where 70 percent of migrant labour is children), in brick kiln industry across In-

dia, garment industry of Tirupur etc. The Child Labour Act 1986 does not have a rehabilitative framework therefore 

the rehabilitation of children rescued from these hazardous industries is dependent on proactive steps of the govern-

ment and non- governmental organisations. 

  

Global March against Child Labour, the organisation headed by Nobel prize winner Satyarthi says rates of prosecu-

tion and conviction in cases of child labour are 110 percent and 1 percent respectively. Satayarthi’s Nobel prize has 

put the spotlight on a shameful problem in India which is nowhere near an early resolution. In 2012, the United Pro-

gressive Alliance Government, tabled in the Rajya Sabha, the Child Labour Amendment Bill. The bill sought com-

plete ban on employment till the age 14 and a ban on employing adolescents (between 14 and 18 years) in hazardous 

units. Activists hope that the bill will be cleared in the winter session of the Parliament this year. 
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India Women's Commission Wants to Legalize Prostitution   
(Nita Bhalla, Thomson Reuters Foundation, 24 October, 2014) 

 

The chairperson of the National Commission for Women (NCW), Lalitha Kumaramangalam, has advocated legalis-

ing sex work to regulate the trade and ensure better living conditions for women engaged in commercial sex work. 

Legalising the trade, she says, will also bring down trafficking in women and lower the incidence of HIV and other 
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sexually transmitted diseases. 

 

The NCW chief said that she is planning to proposal to the empowered committee meeting of the cabinet on No-

vember 8. The NCW chief said legalisation would cover various aspects — from working hours, remuneration and 

health care of sex workers to education and economic alternatives for their families. “There is a need to offer em-

ployment alternatives to the women in the sex trade,” she said. 

 

Kumaramangalam’s view got support from former NCW chief Mamata Sharma. Abha Singh, prominent activist and 

lawyer, went further and said that incidents of rape in Mumbai are less because of the presence of ‘several red light 

areas’ in the city, which provide an outlet to millions of migrant workers, whose needs cannot be denied.  

 

There might be substance to this argument. With the closure of brothels in 1959, Queensland, in Australia, experi-

enced a 149% increase in incidents of rape. Sex workers are the most marginalized members of society. They need 

protection and help. Legalising the profession has multiple benefits.  

 

Anyone who has worked with sex workers can tell that they are normal people, with normal needs. They want bank 

accounts and schools for their children. They are exploited by pimps, abusive clients and, of course, the police. They 

have nowhere to turn to because what they do is illegal, and considered morally reprehensible by the same society 

which uses them. Legalising prostitution would mean that pimps and brothel owners would be held accountable for 

the treatment of sex workers, and that abused sex workers would have the option of turning to the law for protection.  

 

The step will protect minors. Around ten million children worldwide are estimated to be in the profession. Legalis-

ing and regulating the profession will ensure that only willing, consenting adults are employed, not trafficked chil-

dren. There are enormous health benefits. Legalisation will reduce the transmission of sexually transmitted diseases. 

In the brothels of strict Singapore, every customer is provided with condoms as well as the facility to shower before 

and after the ‘session’. The prostitutes are also required to maintain health cards. Countries like Sweden and Norway 

have driven prostitutes off the streets with new laws. This has served to make their lives more unsafe. They have to 

drive with their client’s miles out of town. Clients now often refuse to wear condoms.  

 

Legalisation would also translate into better work conditions and better wages for workers. Pimps and middlemen 

will gradually be eliminated. 

 

The job of the police will be to protect rather than extract ‘protection money’ from sex workers. The police can also 

then spend its time and resources tackling more serious issues than people having paid sex. In countries like the 

Netherlands, prostitutes have been brought under the tax net. They pay their taxes like any other working citizen. In 

India, prostitution is estimated to be an 8.4billion dollar industry. Taxing it would also enable the government to 

channel money back into the profession, thus enabling it to protect the rights of sex workers better.  

 

Prostitution has been legalized in the Netherlands, New Zealand, Germany, Iceland, Switzerland, Austria, Denmark, 

Greece, Turkey, Senegal, Venezuela, the state of Nevada in the U.S., and several Australian states (Victoria, Queen-

sland, ACT and Northern Territory). It is something we too should give serious thought to. Sex workers need to em-

power themselves and fight for their rights.  

 

However organizations like Delhi based charity Shakti Vahini have come out to sharply criticize Kumarmangalam’s 

statement. 
 

http://www.trust.org/item/20141024123727-uvids/?source=hpblogs 

Date Accessed: 29.10.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 
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 DEMOGRAPHY 

70 Crore Residents have Aadhaar Numbers 
(Hindu Business Line and Zee News, October 28, 2014) 

 

The Unique Identification Authority of India has issued Aadhaar number to approximately 70 crore Indians by 28 th 

October 2014. Aadhar is a 12-digit individual identification number containing biometrics such as iris or finger-

prints. The number serves as an identify proof but does not confer citizenship. 

 

“A Government statement said nine States, including Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Delhi and Himachal Pradesh, had 

crossed 90 per cent Aadhaar coverage, while 16 had over 70 per cent coverage.” The authority is now active in 

states of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Uttarakhand and Chhattisgarh where it has reached 26 percent of the target 34 crore 

population. 

 

“Currently, the authority is enrolling 10 lakh people a day with the help of over 25,000 camps and permanent cen-

tres. Now, its target is to enrol 15 lakh people a day.” Aadhar has now got impetus because the government has 

linked it to various central schemes including Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), MGNREGA, pensions, 

scholarships, direct benefit transfer, ration, passports, attendance system, among others. The unique identification 

number will prevent duplication and corruption.  The number can also be used to open bank accounts as it qualifies 

the Reserve Bank’s Know Your Customer norms. 

 

“Aadhaar is now the world’s largest biometric database.” 

 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/aadhaar-numbers-reach-70cr-mark/article6541924.ece 

http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/70-crore-residents-have-aadhaar-numbers_110801.html 

Date Accessed: 29.10.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
 

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

Pre-Primary Education to Tribal Children in Their Own 

Language 
(The Hindu, October 24, 2014) 
 

The Kerala State Commission for Protection of Child Rights (KSCPCR) is introducing a pilot project to provide pre-

primary education to tribal children in their own language. The initiative aims to end the sense of alienation the 

tribal children feel when they are educated in Malayalam, which is an alien language to them. 
 

The project is titled as Early Childhood Curriculum Care and Education (ECCCE) and it will be implemented in 

Attappady Block in Palakkad district before it is expanded to the whole state. Government agencies and Anganwadi 

teachers will participate in its implementation. 
 

A commission member Babu Narikuni said, “Tribal children should get education in their own language. Unlike 

other children, they grow up in a world of their own, a world of the jungle, animals, birds, rivers. They speak a dia-

lect of their own, are brought up in a dissimilar culture.” 

 

The curriculum includes history, culture and social life amongst different tribal groups. The concept aspires to make 

tribal children comfortable with the process of education through the use of tribal language in the initial years of 

education. The initiative hopes to arrest the problem of tribal children dropping out of schools as they are unable to 

follow the language used to teach in schools. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school/preprimary-education-in-tribal-language/article6528848.ece 

Date Accessed: 25.10.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 
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INDIA IN THE WORLD 

India Seeks Transit Facility for Wheat Export to Afghanistan 
(Ahmad Fraz Khan, Dawn, October 27, 2014) 
  
India is seeking permission to transport over a million tons of wheat to Afghanistan via Pakistan’s land routes. Flour 

milling industry in Pakistan is resisting it because such a move will have an adverse impact on their business and 

drive them out of the Afghan market. 
 

Pakistan flour industry notes that with the existing subsidy, Indian government will give “$50 per tonne additional 

subsidy to exporters, thus driving the price further down.” The Indian wheat will cost PKR2,900 per tonne in Af-

ghanistan as compared to PKR 3,400 per tonne. “Cheaper Indian exports would hit the entire Pakistani milling in-

dustry business cycle; previous payments — flour to the Afghan market is supplied on credit — would get stuck as 

new orders dry up.” 
 

Farmers in Pakistan are also worried about diseases that the Indian wheat will bring. “The Indian wheat carries Kar-

nal Brunt (a kind of disease), that they think would spread in Pakistan if wheat is allowed to be traded through the 

country.” Moreover, a porous border of Afghan transit route may allow disease-carrying Indian wheat may be di-

verted to Pakistan and destroy its wheat base. 
 

“Transit trade facility for India, for business with Afghanistan, has a more strategic dimension to it, rather than be-

ing purely a commercial activity. That is precisely the point where Pakistan needs to clarify its position.” 
 

Both India and Pakistan have large agrarian economies and thus they need to compete and cooperate with each other 

in trade. Pakistan needs a comprehensive trade policy that recognizes the growing need of regional trade as freight 

prices are skyrocketing in the world. 
 

http://www.dawn.com/news/1140643/india-seeks-transit-facility-for-wheat-export-to-afghanistan 

Date Accessed: 28.10.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Recession-hit Rich Countries Suffer ‘Great Leap  

Backwards’ in Child Poverty: UN 
 (United Nations News Centre, October 28, 2014) 
 

“Some 2.6 million children have sunk below the poverty line in the world’s most affluent countries since 2008, 

negatively impacted by the wave of recessions, according to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).” In the 

United States child poverty has increased in 34 of the 50 states. Moreover, “extreme child poverty has increased 

more in this downturn than during the recession of 1982.” 
 

Jeffrey O’Malley, UNICEF’s Head of Global Policy and Strategy, notes that countries have seen a drop in house-

hold income which will have a long lasting impact on children. The report titled ‘Children of the Recession: The 

impact of the economic crisis on child well being in rich countries’, suggests that child poverty has increased in 23 

out of the 41 countries. About 76.5 million children in developed countries live in poverty. 
 

The report says that declining education, employment and rising poverty gaps amongst young children can lead to 

long-term structural changes that will set children back in the developed world. “The score card shows that rates 

were highest in the Mediterranean region, rising by more than 50 per cent in Croatia, Greece, Iceland, Ireland and 

Latvia.” In Greece, median household incomes fell to the level of 1998, meaning a loss of 14 years. “While in coun-

tries like Ireland, Luxembourg and Spain lost a decade.” 
 

Social safety nets did help contain the effects but it could not help the extremely poor families. Jeffrey O’Malley 

stresses the importance of strong safety net, which will be crucial to protect children in times of crises. 

 

I N D I A  A N D  W O R L D  
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The report also noted the fall of child poverty in 18 countries including Australia, Chile, Finland, Norway, Poland 

and the Slovak Republic where fall was about 30 percent. 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49182#.VFCLN15tIpF 

Date Accessed: 29.10.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

EAST AND SOUTH EAST ASIA 

US Encourages Multilateral Cooperation in South East Asia: 

LaFave 
(The Free Press Journal, October 29, 2014) 

 

The US Consul General in Kolkata Helen LaFave during her recent visit to some of the northeastern States of India 

explored possibilities of US cooperation in encouraging multilateral cooperation in South East Asia and bilateral 

cooperation between India and Bangladesh. 

 

LaFave in a press conference said,  “Besides sub-regional cooperation between India and Bangladesh, the US gov-

ernment encourages the Bangladesh– China–India–Myanmar Forum for Regional Cooperation (BCIM), the Bay of 

Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) and India’s Look East Pol-

icy.” 

 

The US Consul General emphasises on furthering US policy of encouraging multilateral cooperation regimes be-

tween nations of the South East Asian sub-region.  “We have been involved in encouraging increased economic, 

commercial and security-based integration of mutual efforts in the sub-region through the Indo-Pacific Economic 

Corner (IPAC) and such other mechanisms. We want to see a stable, tension free and peaceful South Asia,” she said. 

 

The Consul made clear that the US offers opportunities for Indian students for higher studies in the US. Various 

centers of the US government in India will help and guide aspirant students.  Responding to a question on possibili-

ties of the US investment in the Northeast after Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the US, she said “I am here 

to pursue the issues discussed by US President Barack Obama and Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the latter’s 

visit to the US. 

 

http://freepressjournal.in/us-encourages-multilateral-cooperation-in-se-asia-lafave/ 

Date Accessed: 29.10.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

Government Offers $300 mn Credit Line to Vietnam for 

Trade 
(Business Standard, October 29, 2014) 

  

India on Tuesday, October 28, offered a a $300 million credit line to Vietnam for trade diversification, unlike two-

way commerce between India and Vietnam which stood at $8 billion in 2013-14. This is again line to various set 

measures happening on the international front. Last month, India extended a $100 million Line of Credit (LoC) to 

the South East Asian nation. This was done to help India modernise its armed forces. All these set of measures are in 

line to achieve the target of $15 billion annual bilateral commerce by 2020. 

The leader of both the countries agreed to take measures to significantly expand and diversify bilateral commerce 

for mutually beneficial results and "agreed to enhance the trade targets to $15 billion by 2020," a joint statement 

issued after the meeting said. The business leaders identified hydrocarbons, power generation, infrastructure,  tour-

ism, textiles, pharmaceuticals, electronics, agriculture, chemicals and machine tools to be the priority areas for coop-

eration. 
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"Prime Minister Modi invited the Vietnamese companies to join the Make in India campaign. The two leaders 

agreed to utilise the Customs Cooperation Agreement and Maritime Shipping Agreement between the two countries 

for facilitating more intensive economic engagement," the statement said. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/india-offers-usd-300mn-credit-line-to-vietnam-for-trade-

114102800944_1.html 

Date Accessed: 29.10.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 
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OPINIONS 

Jaitley Again Asks for Interest Rate Cuts, Needs Lessons in 

Basic Economics 
(Vivek Kaul, firstbiz, October 27, 2014) 

 

The article in discussion here is a detailed analysis of the current economic situation in the country. In the present 

summary only a segment of the article has been used. 

 

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley recently raised the demand of a rate cut from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). He 

believes that the high rates of interest are slowing down the recovery of the economy in the post inflation scenario. 

On August 5, RBI governor Raghuram Rajan announced it to the country that he would not cut down interest rates, 

because consumer price inflation was still high at 8%. The premise of such an argument is that with lower interest 

rates people will have the option to borrow and spend more, which will move the economy. The argument that lower 

interest rates would lead to increase in consumption and higher economic growth is flawed. Jaitley believes that 

only when interest rates are slashed would the expansion in real estate begin. 

 

Real Estate sector companies also go by the same argument. But we have to understand that people are not buying 

homes because costs have escalated to impossible levels. This is true for all the metro cities all over the country. 

Thus, even if there is major cut in interest rates there is no surety that it would lead to people buying more homes. 

Sales wouldn’t increase unless the price of real estate falls. The finance minister clearly doesn’t understand this.  

 

Another factor that is being introduced here is that a lot of black money gets invested in real estates and for people 

with that kind of money interest rates hardly matter. 

 

The other argument that is offered is that a rate cut would encourage the companies to borrow and expand. It needs 

to be realized that companies don’t expand on the basis of the availability of low interest capital and interest rates. 

This is all the more difficult in these difficult times of high inflation. Other factors like ease of doing business and 

consumer demand are also important. Due to a prolonged period of inflation consumer demand is at an all time low 

and it is hardly the time for companies to expand. Also, all the major groups in India have already borrowed a lot of 

money from the banks and they are having a tough time paying their debts, hence a sudden upsurge in loan demands 

is unlikely. 

 

We also need to consider the extent to which RBI controls the banks. Many banks including State Bank of India 

have cut down their fixed deposit rates and the cuts have varied in case of each individual bank. “All these cuts in 

interest rates have happened despite the RBI maintaining the repo rate at 8%”. The rate at which the RBI lends 

money to other banks is the repo rate. We need to understand how these banks cut the interest rates at which they 

borrow? 

 

According to data from October 3, 2014, over a period of one year, the loan given by banks rose by 9.87%. In the 

same period the deposit raised by banks was 11.54%. On October 4, 2013, over a period of one year, the loans given 

by banks had risen by 15.18%. During the same period deposits had grown by 12.9%. 

 

“Hence, the rate of loan growth for banks has fallen much faster than the rate at which their deposit growth has 

fallen. Given this, it is not surprising that banks are cutting fixed deposit rates, given that their rate of loan growth is 

falling at a much faster rate.” 

 

Thus it emerges that even if the rate of loan growth is slower than rate of deposit growth, the  move of cutting down 

interest rates banks in hardly surprising. “So, the impact that the RBI's repo rate has on interest rates is at best lim-

ited. It is more of a broad indicator from the RBI on which way it thinks interest rates are headed.” 
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It remains to be seen whether the short sightedness of the finance minister would affect some changes in the interest 

rates of the RBI and further strain the economy. 
 

http://firstbiz.firstpost.com/economy/jaitley-again-asks-for-interest-rate-cuts-needs-lessons-in-basic-economics-

106231.html 

Date Accessed: 29.10.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 
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