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Key Message  
 

The Rajiv Gandhi Institute for Contemporary Studies (RGICS) is a 23 year old independent 

national policy think tank promoted by the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation. RGICS carries out re-

search and policy development on contemporary challenges facing India.  

 

We live in an era of paradigmatic change – local, national and global. Our aim is to understand 

and direct this paradigmatic change -- social, economic and political -- towards a more equita-

ble social order.  

 

We seek to do so by (i) providing knowledge inputs training and strategic advice to political 

leaders, civil society activists and the general public on the nature of paradigmatic change and 

role of politics in directing change; and (ii) designing institutional structures and policies that 

would achieve this purpose. 

The three main areas of paradigmatic change we are working on currently are (i) de-

concentration, decentralization and devolution of Government power to empower the citi-

zen;  and democratization of public policy decision making and of executive and judicial insti-

tutions; (ii) dissipation of structures of social hierarchy and inequality such as caste and gen-

der; and (iii) dissipation of economic monopolies and concentration of economic power by 

promoting a democratic, socially sensitive and competitive market economy that advances 

Constitutional values.  

 

We explore these themes in the context of a range of contemporary issues such as (i) eco-

nomic growth; (ii) poverty and social exclusion; (iii) labour rights including informal sector 

workers; (iv) migration; (v) urbanization; (vi) regionally balanced development; (vii) social 

justice; (viii) human rights; (ix) electoral and political reforms;  (x) social movements; (xi) 

good governance and public administration (including judicial reform and corruption); (xii) 

environmental protection and natural resources including land and water;  (xiii) land reforms;; 

(xiv) globalization; and (xv) knowledge creation and sharing, socially constructed modes of 

thought an education. 

 

Policy Watch is a key instrument of RGICS's vision and strategy. Policy Watch informs politi-

cal leaders, civil society organizations and general public about key policy developments na-

tionally and globally. This will enable them to intervene in policy decision making and reflect 

people's voice.  

 

Produced by a dedicated and talented team of scholars at RGICS, led by our young RG-RALs, 

Policy Watch is a unique product that presents information and analysis about policy for a po-

litical audience.  Policy Watch has by now covered over a thousand policy issues. 

 

Team RGICS 
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C O V E R  S T O R Y  

Swachh Bharat Mission: A Misdirected Mission for  

Clean India 
 

 

Introduction:  
The ‘Swachh Bharat Mission’ was launched with great fanfare on the 2nd of October 2014. The main aim of this 

scheme is to make the country filth free by 2019. This is not the first initiative by a central government, instead 

comes in line in a series of such schemes introduced by previous governments in last three decades. The first formal 

scheme) started by the Union Government in 1986 was the Central Rural Sanitation Programme (CRSP with the 

objective of improving the quality of life and providing privacy and dignity to rural women. CRSP adopted a de-

mand driven approach with the name ‘Total Sanitation Campaign’ (TSC) from 1999 with emphasis on education, 

awareness and capacity development. The UPA government in 2012 realised that apart from awareness, personal 

hygiene and sanitation, providing structural mechanisms was essential to deal with the issue of cleanliness in a more 

comprehensive manner. With this new approach, the UPA government renamed TSC as ‘Nirmal Bharat Abhi-

yan’ (NBA).  

 

The newly formed NDA government made few changes in the UPA’s Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan and organized a grand 

launching of a renewed campaign called ‘Swachh Bharat Mission’ (SBM). Along with the repackaging of NBA in 

the name of SBM the NDA government also expressed its new strategy, area of concerns and branding of the cam-

paign in order to mobilize people. The mass appeal and media fanfare of the campaign picked the emotions of peo-

ple but ignored many real questions pertaining to the cleanliness of the nation. There is no doubt that cleanliness and 

hygiene are important issues and every citizen wants to live in clean surroundings,  however, realization of the citi-

zen’s dream of cleanliness needs a policy that addresses real issues, ad hoc and superficial campaigns will lead us 

nowhere.  

 

Faulty Conceptualization and Approach of SBM:  
A short note circulated by the union ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation to the Principal Secretaries of all 

State and Union Territory governments on 22 August 2014 in the process of conceptualizing SBM highlights the 

challenge of changing the mindset of people. It raises concerns of public attitude of not using sanitation facilities in 

rural areas and littering in public places. Hence, the mission seeks change in the mindset and behavior of people. 

While mindset and structural changes go hand in hand, mere emphasizing on changing mindset of people will not 

solve the problem of filth/dirt spread out in the environment, parks, roadsides and other public places. Why is it that 

the one very clear about having a clean home but change one’s attitude when it comes to using public places outside 

the house? 

 

Mindset/behavior needs structural arrangements in order to shape them in a particular direction. We don’t have 

enough dustbins in public places, where ever the dustbins are available they are over throwing, not cleaned for days 

and smell bad, there is a huge shortage of human resource and technology in managing waste out there in public 

places. The unavailability of an effective system to keep public places clean has a big role in people’s behavior of 

littering for example. Similarly, various evaluations of previous toilets schemes in rural areas revealed that the toi-

lets have not been constructed keeping the cultural sensibilities of people in mind and hence remain unused. Accord-

ing to the Arti Kelkar, a public health researcher working with India Water Portal, along with cultural and traditional 

practices no access of water for around 53% of Indian households in their premises has a significant impact on sani-

tation and hygiene practices. Yes, bringing change in mindset/behavior is an important task of the sanitation mission 

but it should also talk about arranging basic structural mechanism to shape them in the desired way. Unfortunately, 

so far this mission has not addressed this issue in any of its activity and in official documents.  

 

Problematic Campaigning and Mobilization: 
The launching of the Mission with a symbolic action by the Prime Minister, various union Ministers and central 

government employees along with oath ceremonies was effective to galvanize the media attention and create an en-

vironment for the support of the campaign. Appointing nine famous personalities/celebrities from different sectors 

as mission ambassadors was another strategy to influence people quickly and at scale. Definitely, celebrities do 

leave their footprints in mobilizing people but it needs continuous and systematic efforts.  
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While bollywood star Amitabh Bachchan is has been credited for the impact of the polio eradication campaign, it 

cannot be denied that it also took the efforts of hundreds of grass-root health activists/workers who facilitated rigor-

ous campaign to convince people about the importance of the polio vaccination. The SBM has been successful in 

roping number of celebrities at its initial stage but there is no roadmap to channelize their skill and personality for 

the lasting impact.    

 

Celebrities can help in creating environment but to ensure mobilization of diverse and dispersed population of India 

more work at grass-root is needed. There is no short cut for this; to promote more grass-root activism the mission 

should focus more on ‘Swachhata Doot’ (village level activists) as conceptualized by the Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan 

than expanding the list of famous celebrities. 

 

The mission talks about participation of every citizen in this initiative of the government, but the way government 

implemented it so far raises number of questions. The Prime Minister launches it as a national campaign and assures 

adequate funding from taxpayers money. On the other hand, he asks BJP state and district level units to launch cam-

paign in same manner as he launched it. Now, bypassing the federal administration, all state BJP units are re-

launching the campaign in their respective states. It will limit the campaign around the party activities in long run. 

This approach undermines the federal system of governance and creates space of individual/party branding from 

pubic resources. Further, BJP’s such involvement in the mission is much more than the participation. Recently some 

electronic media channels reported Delhi State BJP president Mr. Satish Upadhaya together with one of the cam-

paign ambassador dictating sanitation workers of South Delhi Municipal Corporation. Such incidences of interfer-

ence in governance are likely to increase in future within this framework of the campaign.    

 

Ignoring the Real Issues:  
With an increase in population, consumerism and industrial development, waste generation is rapidly increasing 

both in rural and urban parts of India. According to a report of Planning Commission, municipal areas in the country 

generate 133,760 metric tons per day of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW). The rural waste generation is much higher 

since large population resides in villages. A UNICEF report estimated that rural people in India are generating liquid 

waste (grey water) of the order of 15,000 to 18,000 million liters and solid waste (organic/recyclable) 0.3 to 0.4 mil-

lion metric tons per day. The waste management in urban areas is very poor. The Planning Commission report also 

reveals that only 68% of the MSW generated in the country is collected of which, the municipal authorities treat 

28%. Thus, merely 19% of the total waste generated is currently treated. The remaining waste is disposed off at 

dumpsites / landfill sites untreated. Similarly, waste in rural area largely remains untreated in the absence of the in-

frastructural arrangement of collecting, shorting and processing solid and liquid waste. Mobilization of people by 

the government under the Swachh Bharat Mission around cleaning and sweeping public places will not actually 

solve the problem of waste, contamination of water, degradation of environment and spread of diseases. Nivedita 

Menon (2014) argues to the idea to  make people devote 100 hours in a year to cleaning public places is a good 

one  , but what will happen to the collected dirt/waste through this drive. Eventually it will have to be moved to its 

rightful place.  

 

Ensuring that the dirt/waste collected through cleanliness drive in next five years by Indian citizens is placed in 

rightful place needs much more than people wielding broom every week in public places. It needs a system of waste 

collection, segregation, processing and recycling, advance technology, large human resource, hygienic work condi-

tions for sanitation workers, right place for landfill and an accountable system to manage the whole cycle of waste 

collection and recycling. As per the preliminary note of ministry of drinking water and sanitation, the focus of the 

SBM in the rural area is to construct toilets and mobilize people to use them. A large section of the total investment 

will be utilized for the construction of toilets. Akshay Mangla in one of his recent article published in Indian Ex-

press rightly said Swachhatta is not mere ignorance of hygiene and cultural practices of open defecation. It needs 

more investment in the state capacity to deliver basic sanitation services. He along with many other activists and 

academicians believes that poor management and service delivery system resulted in the failure of previous sanita-

tion missions.  

 

Centralizing the Financing and Evaluation of the Mission: 
While restructuring Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan, Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation made some changes regard-

ing approach, mass mobilization, evaluation and financing. It continued some of its old components such as waste 

management and community sanitary complex but it did not mention few important elements of NBA such as 

C O V E R  S T O R Y  
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Swachhata Doot, Rural Sanitary Mart and Social Audit. The SBA has increased the financial incentive for the con-

struction of toilets in rural areas but has discontinued financial conversion with the popular pro-poor scheme 

MGNREGA. It will adversely affect the integrated approach of rural development.  

 

UPA government in 2012 introduced the concept of Rural Sanitary Mart, an outlet dealing with material, hardware 

and design required for the construction sanitary latrines, soakage and composting. It is an effort to provide quality 

services at the local level through women groups, SHGs, Panchayats and other rural associations. The concept re-

volves around the idea of sustainable investment in generating demand of sanitation practices, mobilizing people 

and delivering quality services at the local level along with employment generation in rural areas. Such an integrated 

and sustainable strategy is absent in Swachh Bharat Mission. The SBM is also planning to change the monitoring 

and evaluation method that will rigorously monitor various kinds of data through a centralized system. The NBA on 

the other hand focused on social audit as a means of continuous and comprehensive public vigilance. Social Audit is 

not only a way to monitor the progress and quality but it creates a sense of ownership among people.  

 

Conclusion:  
The Swachh Bharat Mission is not entirely a new idea; instead, it is the continuation of Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan with 

few changes. While, the approach of realization of clean India through SBM has new approaches but undermines the 

social, economical and political realities. Nivedita Menon (2014) in her article published in Kafila rightly said that 

the SBM is powerful in its simplicity, and problematic for the same reason. Cleanliness is a complex issue and with-

out addressing its complexity, one cannot dream of a clean India in next few years.   
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Macro Economic Dimension of India: Inflation Rates for the Month 

of September, 2014  
 

General Inflation Rates in Indian States: September, 2014 (%)  
 
 

 

H E A D L I N E S  

States Rural Urban General 

All India 6.68 6.34 6.46 

Northern Region       

Jammu & Kashmir 5.49 5.73 5.57 

Himachal Pradesh 6.11 5.99 6.05 

Punjab 6.96 5.84 6.40 

Chandigarh 7.29 7.39 7.41 

Uttarakhand 7.09 5.03 6.19 

Haryana 5.19 7.10 5.86 

Delhi 3.53 4.89 4.89 

Uttar Pradesh 7.47 6.18 7.39 

Western Region       

Rajasthan 7.55 6.18 7.02 

Gujarat 6.08 5.33 5.75 

Maharashtra 5.82 5.29 5.46 

Goa 7.16 5.84 6.54 

Lakshadweep 9.87 10.10 10.02 

Daman & Die 7.70 7.34 7.56 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli -2.95 3.49 5.19 

Central Region       

Madhya Pradesh 5.18 5.70 5.34 

Chattishgarh 6.92 5.83 6.56 

Southern Region       

Andhra Pradesh 3.93 5.59 4.53 

Karnakata 3.47 8.00 5.78 

Kerala 8.73 9.49 8.98 

Tamil Nadu 5.39 5.67 5.50 

Puducherry 5.46 5.89 5.78 

Andaman & Nicobar 

Island 

10.13 3.67 6.81 

Northeastern Region       

Arunachal Pradesh 7.43 - - 

Assam 8.37 8.82 8.49 

Manipur 1.74 7.27 3.69 

Meghalaya 15.72 9.41 14.30 

Mizoram 11.09 4.58 7.57 

Nagaland 15.54 7.53 12.21 
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Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index (CPI) data 

of MOSPI. There is one month time lag in CPI data (New Series 2010=100) provided by MOSPI, Government 

of India. 

 

All – India Inflation rate has come down from 7.86% in the month of August to 6.46% in the month of Sep-

tember 2014 along with its rural and urban decline. Amongst the states also the inflation rate has come down 

except for few states like Kerala, where its rural and combined rates have gone high from its previous month. 

Similarly in Odisha and Gujarat, the combined inflation rate has gone high from  the previous month.  For 

the month of September, Meghalaya has seen highest inflation with 14.30% and Andhra Pradesh has see low-

est inflation with 4.53%. 
 

 

India Biggest Contributor to Poverty Reduction, Still  

Accounts for 30% of World’s Extremely Poor 
(Manas Chakravarty, Livemint, October 13, 2014) 

 

According to the World Bank’s Global Monitoring Report for 2014-15 on the Millennium Development Goals, In-

dia has been the biggest contributor to poverty reduction between 2008 and 2011, with around 140 million lifted out 

of absolute poverty. However, the report adds that in 2011, India accounted for 30% of those living in extreme pov-

erty in the world. 

 

The World Bank’s development indicators show that India’s gross domestic product per capita, in purchasing power 

parity (PPP) terms and in 2011 constant international dollars, was $5,238 in 2013 (where PPP $ has the same pur-

chasing power over GDP as the US dollar has in the US). The report brings out the fact that several countries much 

poorer than India have much lower levels of poverty. This essentially implies that poorer countries have been more 

successful in taking care of the poor people amidst them. Head count ratio is the proportion of a population that ex-

ists, or lives, below the 'poverty line'. Both Pakistan ($4549) and Nepal ($2173) are much poorer than India (PPP 

terms), yet Pakistan (12.7%) has a much lower poverty headcount, while Nepal (25.1%) is just a bit higher than In-

dia’s (23.6%), despite its per capita income being less than half of ours. 

 

Another World Bank report titled ‘Addressing Inequality in South Asia’ says, “For a typical Indian household 

among the top 10%, the net worth could support consumption for more than 23 years. For a typical Indian household 

in the bottom 10%, the net worth was sufficient to support consumption for less than three months.” This depicts 

vast inequality that intensifies poverty. However, migration and non-farm work are furthering mobility. Although 

upward mobility among the poor is as high as in the US or Vietnam, downward mobility is much higher in India. 

 

A contributing factor to this is India’s preference for billionaires - the report finds India is an outlier in the ratio of 

billionaire wealth to GDP among economies at a similar level of development. Social spending is curbed on safety 

H E A D L I N E S  

States Rural Urban General 

Tripura 16.24 11.93 15 

Sikkim 7.55 8.62 7.72 

Eastern Region       

Bihar 8.64 7.13 8.33 

Jharkhand 3.95 7.84 5.19 

West Bengal 6.76 7.26 6.94 

Odisha 11.89 9.24 11.23 
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nets that comfort the poor. Meanwhile, a lot of subsidies are doled out that benefit rich the most, such as on cooking 

gas. A combination of high growth and social security programmes by both central and state governments led to 

poverty decreasing from 41.6% of the population in 2005 to 23.6% in 2012. The concern now is that as economic 

growth increases, its impact on poverty reduces. This happens because people around the poverty line reduce, and 

people much below it need to be rescued.  This directly implies that greater effort is required to curb poverty 

thereon. Considering many countries with lower per capita GDP have tackled this situation, India can follow in. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/xrATLLP8ojKEVEQgJV0UxJ/The-World-Bank-on-Indias-poverty.html 

Date Accessed: 13.10.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
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POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE  

Modi's Model Village Project to Merge Multiple Welfare 

Schemes 
(Nitin Sethi, Business Standard, October 8, 2014) 
  

This article highlights how the central government’s Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (Parliamentarian’s Model Vil-

lage Scheme) will primarily be a remixed serving of existing development schemes. The scheme which was an-

nounced by Prime Minister Modi on August 15, directs Parliamentarians to adopt a village as a starting point and 

then achieve the holistic development targets in three villages by the end of 2019. 

 

However, the new model village scheme is unlikely to see any large additional funds being provided by the Centre. 

The scheme is expected to use funding from existing rural development, health, sanitation, nutrition and other 

schemes and bring focus to the delivery aspect. The MPs will also be asked to utilise their existing MPLAD scheme 

grants towards the scheme. A small amount of additional funding may be made available later, though the details are 

not yet finalised, sources said. 

It is unclear how the scheme would be different from the Rurban Mission of the Rural Development Ministry, which 

also intends to provide urban infrastructure in rural areas, or what additional incentives or resources the new pro-

gramme would provide MPs with.  

 

The scheme is also similar to the UPA government’s Pradhan Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojana launched in 2009-10 that 

was focused specifically on villages which had Scheduled Caste communities as more than half the population. The 

UPA had steadily increased the budget spending on the scheme, planning to take it to 44,000 villages under the 12th 

five-year Plan. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare

-plans-114100800094_1.html 

Date Accessed: 13.10.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

Railway Bending Rules for Prime Minister’s Pet Scheme of 

High Speed Trains 
(Srinand Jha, Hindustan Times, October 8, 2014) 

  

The Indian Railways and its research Wing Research Design and Standards Organisations (RDSO) are bending es-

tablished standards on passenger safety in order to implement the Governments pet scheme of increasing the speed 

of the passenger trains. The guidelines of the RDSO states that: 

  

 Railway tracks that weigh a minimum of 60 kilograms per meter must "mandatorily" be provided for run-

ning trains at speeds of 160 kmph. 

 RDSO also sets preconditions for the installation of thick web switches at facing points and the construction 

of boundary walls at critical locations on nine existing tracks identified for semi-high speeds. 

 

On September 5 the ministry's infrastructure directorate issued directions to the Western Railways to carry out trials 

on upgrading speed to 160 kmph on tracks that weigh only 52 kilograms per meter. As per the directions issued, 

sturdy fencing could be provided depending on the local conditions, there was no mention of installing thick web 

switches. It further stated that the installation of Train Protection Warning Systems (TPWS) on tracks identified for 

running semi high speeds "shall not be considered mandatory."This communication is in the context of the proposed 

semi high speed plan for the Virar-Ahmedabad section of the western railways. 

 

 

 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/parliamentarian-model-village-scheme-to-merge-welfare-plans-114100800094_1.html


 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 3 . 1 1  P a g e  1 1  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

In order to increase the speed of its trains, Railways either needs to carry out measures to upgrade the tracks or re-

quest the RDSO to re-look its safety norms. 

 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/railway-bending-rules-for-pm-s-plan/article1-1272835.aspx 

Date Accessed: 10.09.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

Right To Information (RTI) Act Rules Make Information 

Seeking Process Complex 
(Himanshi Dhawan, Times of India, October 12, 2014) 

  

The revolutionary and path breaking Right to information (RTI) act was introduced by United Progressive Alliance 

(UPA) Government and has completed 10 years of its existence on 13 October, 2014. A report titled “ People’s 

Monitoring of the RTI Regime in India” by RAAG and National Campaign for People’s Right To Information

(NCPRI), paints a bleak picture of its present implementation. The report points out that 118 separate sets of rules 

formulated by state governments, courts, information commissioners, Parliament etc have made information seeking 

process very complex. These rules dictate varied fees, application format, number of words, type of identity proof 

required and mode of payment etc. 

  

34 states and Union territories (UTs) have prescribed application fees of Rs 10 but cost of pursuing and RTI applica-

tion could range between Rs 50 and Rs 100, excluding cost of information. Sikkim charges Rs 100 for first and sec-

ond appeal. Filing of 1st appeal in Madhya Pradesh costs Rs 50 and a second appeal Rs 100.While the central gov-

ernment has mandated Rs2 per photocopy. Chhattisgarh has limited the number to 50 pages while Arunachal 

charges Rs 10 per page. The cost of inspection of documents in Daman Diu id is Rs 100 a day for a maximum of 3 

hours. 

  

States have also placed odd restrictions on the format of the application. In Karnataka, Bihar, Chhattisgarh and Ma-

harashtra, the length of the RTI application cannot exceed more than 150 words while the central government has 

mandated a 500 word limit. 

  

The complications in seeking information have been compounded by the fact that for the first time in 10 years of 

RTI Act, the Central Information Commission (CIC) is headless since August 22, 2014. The delay in appointing a 

new chief has hampered the working of the commission. There is a huge backlog of about 25,000 appeals pending. 

Commission’s orders can be challenged in a court in the absence of the chief. 

  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/One-RTI-Act-but-118-complications/articleshow/44787785.cms 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/15500-sign-petition-to-urge-PM-Modi-to-name-CIC/

articleshow/44787890.cms 

Date Accessed: 13.09.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

 

Don’t Stop Paddy Bonus: Raman Singh to Prime Minister 
(Ashutosh Bharadwaj, Indian Express, October 13, 2014) 

 

Highlighting the condition of Chhattisgarh’s farmers, Chief Minister Raman Singh has urged Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi to reconsider his directive to stop bonus on paddy procurement. Chhattisgarh recently distributed a record 

Rs 2,400 crore bonus on 80 lakh MT paddies. The bonus was over and above Rs 13,000 crore given to farmers as 

MSP amount. 

 

In his letter to Modi last month, Singh cautioned that withdrawing bonus will “reduce buffer stock” and “adversely 

impact the overall food security scenario of the country”. In his letter Singh pointed out that since the bonus is paid 
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by the state, it should be left alone to decide about it. 

 

Among the first major steps taken by the Modi government after coming to power was to direct all states to end the 

bonus on paddy and wheat procurement. 

 

Chhattisgarh today pays a bonus of Rs 300 per quintal, the highest in the country. Owing to the bonus, its paddy 

procurement has increased manifold from just 4.6 lakh MT in 2001 to 80 lakh MT in 2013-14. Singh noted that 80 

lakh MT paddy gives 54 lakh MT rice and since the state needs only 24 lakh MT rice for its PDS, it will be left with 

a “surplus of 30 lakh MT”. He pointed out that “if FCI does not procure this rice in Central pool, the state will suffer 

huge losses”. “A change in policy like this may result in significant reduction of cultivation of paddy”, “reduce 

buffer stock” and “adversely the overall food security scenario of the country,” he noted. Singh emphasized that the 

state pays bonus from its resources and “the only support needed from Government of India is continued procure-

ment of rice in central pool”. With a population just around Delhi, Chhattisgarh is not only the third highest con-

tributor state of food grains to the Central pool, it also has a significant share in the Central food subsidy bill. This 

year, the state pumped Rs 15,400 crore (Rs 13,000 crore MSP amount and Rs 2,400 crore bonus) through paddy 

procurement in rural market over 25 per cent of its annual budget. Before writing to Modi, Singh had also written to 

Union Minister of Food and Public Distribution Ramvilas Paswan in July on the issue. Mr. Modi and Paswan are yet 

to respond. 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/dont-stop-paddy-bonus-raman-to-pm/2/ 

Date Accessed: 14.10.09 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

Government to Exempt Small Factories From Major Labour 

Laws 
(Anil Sinha, Deccan Herald, October 13, 2014) 

 

The Labour Ministry has drafted a new ‘Small Factories Bill, 2014’, that proposes to exempt industries with less 

than 40 workers from most labour laws, including Factories Act, Industrial Disputes Act and the Minimum Wages 

Act.  

 

The Small Factories Bill comes at a time when proposed amendments to the Factories Act are pending in Parlia-

ment. The bill is likely to come up in the winter session, after comments from the public on “regulating the employ-

ment and other conditions of service of employees in small factories”.  

 

The bill provides for appointment of chief inspectors by the state or Union Territory governments to look after small 

factories. The chief inspectors will not be below the rank of deputy chief inspector of factories or deputy director of 

industrial safety and health. Small factories owned by the Central or state governments and the local authorities will 

also come under the purview of the bill.  

 

The bill seeks to ease the procedure of registration and closure of small factories. A small factory can be registered 

through an electronic or written application within 60 days of its commencement.  

 

The registration can also be done after 60 days by paying penalty. After registration, the factory will get a labour 

identification number. The closure can be communicated to the chief inspector of the small factories within 15 days.  

 

The chief inspector will be authorised to cancel the registration and remove the name of the factory from the regis-

ter. Despite strong opposition from trade unions, the Narendra Modi government is going ahead with the reforms in 

labour laws. Unions allege that workers will be deprived of statutory benefits.  
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The bill provides stringent procedures against trade union activities as such an act must have support of at least 51 

per cent of workers. Group absence may invite wage deduction up to eight days.  The sacking procedures have been 

eased. 

 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/435869/govt-exempt-small-factories-major.html 

Date Accessed: 14.10.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

Mission Clean India Ignores Sanitary Workers 
(Tehelka, Ruhi Kandhari, October 18, 2014) 

 

In the process of celebrating volunteerism, the politicians have conveniently forgotten the plight of those who are 

tasked with cleaning up our cities. The government forgot to speak on the issues of untouchability and discrimina-

tion that these people face while cleaning up our cities and villages. 

 

India to compete with western countries in cleanliness, the state needs to ensure the welfare of people who relent-

lessly strive to clean up the mess we create. Besides voluntary action to deal with cleanliness, there is a need to get 

rid of the stigma associated with the work of cleaning. Bezwada Wilson of the Safai Karmachari Andolan pointed 

out that, “caste hierarchy is deeply entrenched in this occupation; the lower the caste, the dirtier the work”. 

 

The government also remained silent on ensuring competitive wages, adequate safety gear and decent healthcare 

facilities for those sanitary workers. Segregation of waste for recycling is mostly done by underpaid, low-caste 

workers or rag pickers without any protection. Beer Singh, an east Delhi-based labour activist, asserts that sanitary 

workers have never been provided with adequate safety gear even when they are exposed to dangerous and disease-

causing waste. “The municipal corporation always comes up with some excuse or the other when we demand pro-

tective gear,” he says.  Despite immense contribution by rag pickers and sanitary workers towards waste manage-

ment, the municipal bodies employ only a few of them on a permanent basis. In New Delhi, sanitary workers work 

mostly as a daily wage earner without any job security, earning only a third of the wages they would have got as 

permanent employees. Rohit Prajapati of the NGO Paryavaran Suraksha Samiti said that, “For nearly a decade, the 

municipalities in Gujarat has not hired new sanitary workers for permanent posts. They are mostly hired through 

labour contractors, who pay as little as Rs 1,000 per month to women and children who work 12 hours a day, seven 

days a week.” 

 

http://www.tehelka.com/swachh-bharat-mission-clean-india-campaign-cant-ignore-sanitary-workers/ 

Date Accessed: 13.10.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

Economists urge Modi to Continue with NREGA 
(State of Kerala, October 14, 2014) 

 

The Central government seems to be considering an amendment to dilute or restrict the provisions of the Act, such 

as restricting MGNREGA to the country’s poorest 200 districts. This move would run against the fundamental 

premise of the Act which ascribes gainful employment, providing basic economic security, as a human right. 

 

Several leading economists such as Dilip Abreu, Pranab Bardhan, V. Bhaskar, Ashwini Deshpande, Jean Dreze, 

Maitreesh Ghatak, Jayati Ghosh, Dilip Mookherjee, R. Nagaraj, Debraj Ray and others have written to the Prime 

Minister speaking in favour of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). This 

development comes amid apprehensions that the government might restrict the programme and not offer it adequate 

support. 

 

MGNREGA was enacted by the UPA-I government as a flagship scheme to enhance livelihood security of people in 

rural areas by guaranteeing hundred days of wage-employment in a financial year to a rural household whose adult 

members volunteer to do unskilled manual work. 
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The economists in a letter sent to the Prime Minister argued, “Despite numerous hurdles, the NREGA has achieved 

significant results. At a relatively small cost (currently 0.3% of India’s GDP), about 50 million households are get-

ting some employment at NREGA worksites every year. A majority of NREGA workers are women, and close to 

half are Dalits or Adivasis. A large body of research shows that the NREGA has wide-ranging social benefits, in-

cluding the creation of productive assets.” 

  

http://www.stateofkerala.in/blog/2014/10/14/continue-with-nrega-economists-urge-modi/ 

Date Accessed: 14.10.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

DEVELOPMENT 

AHF India Urges Government to Restore Drug Price Caps 
(Pharmabiz.com, October 14, 2014) 

  

The AIDS HealthCare Foundation (AHF) has urged government to restore drug-pricing caps on life saving drugs for 

it fears it can become less affordable in the country. Moreover, the decision can impact about a billion people who 

do not have access to health insurance in the country. 

 

Just before the new government took charge, “India's National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) was em-

powered to cap prices on 108 expensive and widely prescribed medicines for HIV, diabetes, cancer, tuberculosis and 

cardiac conditions.” However, 3 months later the authority pulled back its decision due to pressure from the new 

government and the pharmaceutical companies. 

 

Given that no price caps exist, price rise will adversely affect India’s below poverty population, which makes about 

30 percent of the population. 

 

Intellectual property rights, particularly with respect to pharmaceutical products have long been an issue of dispute 

between India and America. The US Trade representatives have cited India for its patent violations. If the govern-

ment gives in to the pressures of US, the impact of it can be disastrous on global response “which relies heavily on 

India generics to treat millions of people in Africa and other hotspots.” 

  

http://www.pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=84572&sid=2 

Date Accessed: 15.10.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

U.N. Agency to Cut Food Rations for 1 Million Afghans Over 

Funding 
(Kay Johnson, Reuters, October 14, 2014) 

  

The World Food Programme (WFP) will cut ration of about a million Afghans due to funding shortage. The United 

Nation’s food agency is running a shortage $30 million for its program in Afghanistan. “WFP helps feed a total of 

3.7 million Afghans, or about 10 percent of the population.” 

 

The cuts, from 2,100 to 1,500 calories a day, would impact citizens who have been displaced due to war between 

Taliban and western backed Afghan government. With winters fast approaching, the officials only have six weeks to 

deposit food in mountain regions that get off for months in harsh climate. 
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With troops schedule to withdraw by the end of the year, humanitarians fear that the fund will dry out or shift to 

other crises such as Syrian refugees or Ebola virus. Even though the United Nations lowered its appeal by 14 per-

cent this year, its current request for $400 million is $158 million short. Moreover, with military withdrawing, coun-

try’s demands will only increase. 

  

http://in.reuters.com/article/2014/10/14/afghanistan-aid-idINKCN0I31EJ20141014 

Date Accessed: 15.10.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

Aadhaar Could Help India Meet its Poverty Alleviation Tar-

get, says World Bank 
(ET Bureau, October 9, 2014) 

 

UPA’s initiative of India’s unique identity or Aadhaar programme has been recognized by the World Bank to have 

the potential of reducing administrative costs significantly and improving the targeting of poverty alleviation 

schemes. World Bank has realized that India had contributed the most in declining its global levels along with China 

even with the presence of maximum number of people in absolute poverty. “Identifying and efficiently reaching the 

poor is a formidable challenge in many countries,” the report noted, while flagging India's initiative. It further noted 

that, “However, recent developments in ICT, such as India's new programme to provide all of its citizens and resi-

dences a unique official identity, have the potential to reduce these administrative costs significantly and improve 

targeting.” 

  

According to the 'Ending Poverty and Sharing Prosperity' report released by the World Bank on Wednesday, Octo-

ber 8, 2014, the number of people below the $1.25 a day threshold is expected to decline to 835.5 million from 1.01 

billion in 2011. 

  

As per the report, “The world's most populous countries, China and India, have played a central role in the global 

reduction of poverty as measured by the $1.25 poverty line. Together they lifted some 232 million people out of 

poverty from 2008 to 2011.” 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/aadhaar-could-help-india-meet-its-poverty-alleviation-

target-says-world-bank/articleshow/44732852.cms 

Date Accessed: 13.10.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

GOVERNMENT 

India Gets National Mental Health Policy 
(KundanPandey, Down To Earth, October 10, 2014) 

  
On 10th October 2014, the Union health ministry unveiled India’s first national mental health policy, along with a 

mental health action plan for next year. It is aimed at providing access to good quality treatment to mentally ill peo-

ple, especially those living in poverty. The National Mental Health Policy has been prepared on the basis of the rec-

ommendations made by the Policy Group on Mental Health constituted by the Union Government in April 2011. 

Considering universal access to mental health care as a specific goal of the government, the policy is supposed to 

find substantial statement in the evolving National Health Policy and National Health Assurance Mission (NHAM). 

Union health minister Harsh Vardhan added that focus would be given to participatory, rights-based, holistic ap-

proach to mental healthcare. The primary idea is to remove the stigma attached with mental illnesses, generate em-

pathy and support, so as to help the vulnerable population, who cannot avail themselves of mental healthcare ser-

vices. 

 

The “Mental Health Action Plan 365” lays down specific roles to be played by all the concerned parties – state and 

centre governments, local bodies and civic bodies over the next year. As for the government, the major targets are 
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enacting the Mental Health Care Bill and implementing the national and district mental health programmes. The 

Mental Health Care Bill was introduced in the Parliament in August 2013 but was never passed; the NDA govern-

ment has now inherited this bill from the UPA 2 government and will work on it. With the release of the policy, 

provisions have also been made to assimilate mental health education and services into the general health care re-

gime and a regular review of the plan. 

 

About 20 per cent of India’s population would suffer from some form of mental illness by 2020, according to WHO 

projections, while the country has only about 3,500 psychiatrists and mental illness has been ignored in the country. 

The government spends a meager 0.06% of its health budget on mental health, according to the World Health Or-

ganization’s Mental Health Atlas of 2011. In this scenario, the Bill, initially introduced in 2013 under UPA Govern-

ment, is required so as to check the bi-directional relationship of mental ill health and poverty. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/india-gets-it-first-mental-health-policy 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/nda-inherits-pending-bills-from-upa-2/article1-1224255.aspx 

Date Accessed: 14.10.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

PANCHAYATI RAJ 

Uttarakhand Government moves to Empower Gram 

Panchayats 
(The Hindu, October 15, 2014) 

 

In a move to empower gram panchayats, the Uttarakhand government discussed policies to directly involve the gram 

panchayats in the production and distribution of hydropower of up to 2 MW. The policies discussed dealt with the 

funding, construction, and power generation for hydropower projects of up to 25 MW were discussed. 

 

The government decides that the policies would vary for projects up to 2 MW, from 2 MW to 5 MW, and from 5 

MW to 25 MW. Chief Minister Harish Rawat stated, in the meetings, that “The aim of the State government is the 

strengthening of gram panchayats through such projects.” 

 

For hydel projects up to 2 MW, the gram panchayats would be directly involved in the construction, generation, 

distribution, and usage of the electricity. Further, gram panchayats would deal with the usage of the power generated 

from the projects and its distribution for the purpose of earning revenue.  Funds for constructing such projects would 

be sourced from the Central, State governments and private companies. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-otherstates/panchayats-to-benefit-from-hydro-projects/

article6501955.ece 

Date Accessed: 15.10.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

EDUCATION 

Right To Education Impact: 26 percent Drop in Out –Of- 

School Children Since 2009, Gujarat Lags Behind 
(AkshayaMukul, Times of India, October 14, 2014) 

 

The Right to Education (RTE) Act, enacted in 2009 had a positive impact, as per the survey conducted by Indian 

Market Research Bureau for the Ministry of Human Resource Development (HRD).  According to this survey, there 

has been a 26% drop in out-of -school (OOS) children in the country since 2009.  The survey shows that OOS chil-

dren have declined to 60.60 lakh, which is 2.97% of all children in the 6-14 age group.  This number was 81.5 lakh 

in 2009.  In 2005, 1.34 crore children were out of school. 
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The survey has found a continuing drop in the OOS among Scheduled Castes and Muslims.  Among tribal children, 

the drop has been marginal – from 10.69 lakh in 2009 to 10.07 lakh in 2013. The latest survey has found that the 

number of out-of-school Muslim children has sharply declined from 22.53 lakh in 2005 to 18.75 lakh in 2009 and 

15.57 lakh in 2013. 

 

While 10 States – Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Delhi Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh 

and West Bengal witnessed a decline in OOS children, in 13 States and Union Territories, percentage of such chil-

dren has increased since 2009.  These include Gujarat, Karnataka, Kerala, Chhattisgarh, Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, 

Tamil Nadu and Uttarakhand. 

 

The survey shows that the decline in out of school disabled children has followed a different trajectory.  In 2005, 

5.82 lakh disabled children were out of school which went up to 9.88 lakh in 2009 and in the latest round, has come 

down to 6 lakh.  Hence, a lot needs to be done to address the issue of inclusive education for disabled children. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/RTE-effect-26-drop-in-number-of-out-of-school-kids-

since-2009/articleshow/44807610.cms 

Date Accessed: 14.09.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan)   

 

HEALTH 

Increased Toilets Do Not Lead to Better Health-Lancet 
(Asian Age, October 10, 2014) 

 

The world's largest sanitation initiative which provided almost 25,000 individuals in rural India with access to toilets 

did not reduce exposure to fecal pathogens or decrease the occurrence of diarrhoea or child malnutrition, a new 

study has claimed. 

  

"The programme is effective in building latrines, but not all households participate," said lead author Professor Tho-

mas Clasen from Emory University, Atlanta, United States and the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine 

in the United Kingdom, who conducted the study in 100 rural villages in Odisha."Moreover, many householders do 

not always use the latrines. This combined with continued exposure from poor hygiene, contaminated water, and 

unsafe disposal of child feces, may explain the lack of a health impact," said Clasen. The study has been published 

in Lancet. 

  

The researchers say that further studies are needed to identify why the intervention failed to improve health, but sug-

gest a number of possible explanations including insufficient coverage and inconsistent use of latrines, or that a lack 

of hand-washing with soap or animal feces could also be contributing to the disease burden. 

 

"This rigorous assessment is important, because it provides the best evidence so far for the uncomfortable conclu-

sion that well-funded, professionally delivered sanitation programmes, even when they reach coverage levels that 

are quite commendable for large scale interventions, do not necessarily improve health," Dr Stephen Luby, from 

Stanford University in the US, said. 

  

As per Lancet, Worldwide, around 2.5 billion people lack access to basic sanitation facilities such as a toilet, a third 

of who live in India. Two-thirds of the 1.1 billion people who practice open defecation and a quarter of the 1.5 mil-

lion who die every year from diarrhoeal diseases caused by poor hygiene and sanitation also live in India. 

  

http://www.asianage.com/india/better-toilets-may-not-mean-better-health-india-study-780 

http://www.asianage.com/india/sanitation-projects-increase-toilets-not-health-661 

Date Accessed: 11.09.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
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Indian Government Under Reports Dengue Figures 
(The Telegraph, October 8, 2014) 

  

India’s burden of patients who fall sick with dengue is about 280 times higher than estimates documented by gov-

ernment health agencies tracking mosquito-borne diseases, a new study has suggested. The study by scientists at the 

Centre for Research in Medical Entomology, Madurai, and Brandeis University in the United States, is the first to 

use systematic empirical data to estimate India’s burden of dengue and its costs. The study, published in the Ameri-

can Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, has estimated that India had nearly six million cases of clinically 

diagnosed dengue between 2006 and 2012, or about 280 times higher than the number documented by the govern-

ment. This practice is continuing even today. 

 

Although India’s Health Ministry had conceived and established a national disease surveillance network more than 

15 years ago, but public health specialists have long been concerned that it is not efficient enough to capture the true 

incidence of most illnesses. The specialists feel that good data on the incidence of dengue and cost of the illness are 

lacking because of gaps in how information on individual cases is collected and reported. Another problem is that in 

most states, disease surveillance network does not capture the incidence of illness from private sector medical prac-

titioners. Most people in India seek treatment first from private sector health care providers. 

 

The study’s findings have come at a time when several states are battling fresh outbreaks of dengue that tend to peak 

in the post- monsoon season when mosquito populations rise. The study has also found that the total direct medical 

cost of dengue to India is $548 million, or about $94 per patient. Assuming the average dengue illness lasts two 

weeks, this works out to over $6 a day. The researchers say this makes dengue more expensive to treat than tubercu-

losis — another major infection in India — which health experts estimate costs about $ 4 per day. 

 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1141008/jsp/frontpage/story_18904968.jsp#.VDy1P_mUdgg 

Date Accessed: 9.09.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

India Ranks 55 on Global Hunger Index 
(Deccan Herald, October 13, 2014) 

  

India has made significant progress in reducing poverty level, but still ranks behind Nepal and Sri Lanka on the 

Global Hunger Index and its hunger status remains classified as "serious" as per the Global Hunger Index report. 

This report has been prepared by the International Food Policy Research Institute and NGOs Welthungerhilfe and 

Concern Worldwide. India was at 63rd position in the Global Hunger Index (GHI) last year. The 55th position in 

2014 is better than Pakistan (ranked 57) and Bangladesh (57), but trails behind Nepal (44) and Sri Lanka (39). 

 

India has made progress in reducing underweight among children below the age of five years in the last few years. A 

substantial decrease in the percentage of underweight to 30.7 per cent, from 43.5 per cent in 2005–2006 has been 

experienced. 

 

The report further states that this decline in the percentage of under-weights can be attributed to India’s effort of 

scaling up nutrition specific interventions since 2006. This includes a final push to expand the Integrated Child De-

velopment Services and the launch of the National Rural Health Mission. Other indirect factors which played an 

important role include the National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme and reforms in several states in their re-

spective Public Distribution System that have helped India move forward from 63rd to the 55th position. 

  

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/435786/india-55th-global-hunger-index.html 

Date Accessed: 14.09.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
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Medical Costs at Private Hospitals Higher than Most  

Households’ Annual Income: Report 
(C.H. Unnikrishnan, Livemint, October 7, 2014) 

 

According to a report by audit and consulting firm EY, the cost of key surgeries and medical procedures in many 

private hospitals is higher than the annual household income of between 60% and 90% of India’s population. 

Against the backdrop of government’s proposed universal healthcare coverage, the report seeks to analyse the af-

fordability of quality healthcare in India, along with the requirement of healthcare innovation. India’s average 

household income was Rs.1,57,683 in 2012-13, according to a March 2014 CMIE report while the average cost of 

tertiary care procedures including bypass surgery, angioplasty, neurosurgery, oncology radiation and surgery, and 

renal and liver transplants in the range of Rs.2,00,000 to Rs.4,00,000. 

 

The report raises concern over the quality of public healthcare delivered. Due to its poor status, nearly 60% of in-

patients and 80% of out -patients in the country are compelled to opt for treatment from private providers, even at 

larger costs. The cost of pathology tests is greater than half the monthly household food expenditure of one-fifth of 

the population while out-patient expenditure is not covered under public or private insurance schemes currently, and 

is responsible for pushing millions into poverty every year. The report, however, finds that even government spon-

sored insurance models, seeking to cover a vast chunk of the population, will not find it feasible to incur these costs. 

 

According to an estimate of consultancy firm PwC, less than 15% of the Indian population is covered under some 

form of health insurance, including government-supported schemes. Only about 2.2% of the population is covered 

under private health insurance, of which rural health insurance penetration is less than 10%. Although insurance is 

expected to grow at a rate of 15% till 2015, at the current rate of growth, only half the country's population would 

have health insurance coverage by 2033. India’s universal health coverage programme aims to provide innovative 

schemes of health insurance, mostly government funded, for the public. A greater focus needs to be on the quality 

and standards of public healthcare on one hand, and universal health insurance and affordability on the other. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/lP9JaSfF3W5r5wAKgI6MnM/Medical-costs-at-private-hospitals-higher-than-

most-househol.html 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-05-28/news/50149306_1_health-ministry-health-sector-harsh-

vardhan 

Date Accessed: 13.10.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

Ebola Infections Could Hit 10,000 a Week – WHO 
(New Vision, October 15, 2014) 

 

The World Health Organization (WHO) recently said that the Ebola virus has infected close to 10,000 people. More-

over, WHO predicted that the epidemic could reach 5,000-10,000 per week by first week of December. 

 

The death toll currently reads 4,447, from 8,914 recorded infection cases. Hardest hit countries include Liberia, Si-

erra Leone and Guinea. United Nations (UN) Secretary General and US president have called for international cam-

paign against the epidemic described as the ‘most severe in modern times’. 

 

Health workers union has also called of the strike due to international appeal. The strike was aimed to bring atten-

tion to the failure of the government in dealing with the crises. Strike was also aimed at securing risk pay for health 

workers. 

 

Efforts and contribution to contain the epidemic have come from all parts of the world. Mark Zuckerberg, founder of 

Facebook, recently contributed $25 million dollars to the cause. “British troops began loading a ship that will set sail 

for Sierra Leone this week to help in efforts to contain the outbreak.” 

 

“The UN nuclear agency said it would send specialized equipment to the West African countries hit by the Ebola 
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outbreak to help faster diagnosis.” The machine called ‘Reverse Transcriptase Polymerase Chain Reaction’ is being 

sent to African nations for faster detection, which can help contain its growth. 

 

Measures have been taken up by countries to screen passengers arriving from African nations for Ebola at airports. 

Meanwhile, Morocco is considering whether to cancel African Cup of Nation. 

 

http://www.newvision.co.ug/news/660733-ebola-infections-could-hit-10-000-a-week-who.html 

Date Accessed: 15.10.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

Farmers Fight Breweries as India’s Groundwater Dries Up 
(Archana Choudhary, Bloomberg, October 9, 2014) 

 

This article puts into focus India’s contracting water resources, the current struggles in villages and its implications. 

In Mehadiganj village in Uttar Pradesh, woes of farmers regarding the dwindling water supply in the groundwater 

table have existed for a decade and have only been heightened of late. They arise due to Coca-Cola Co.’s bottling 

line a kilometer (0.6 miles) away and the fact that farmers have to dig deeper each year to find water. Such prob-

lems are now critical. As there is an increased momentum in the government to transform India into a manufactur-

ing hub, there is an instant need to improve groundwater management. According to the World Bank, growing aqui-

fer overexploitation by farms, businesses and cities puts India’s development goals at risk. Industries from mining 

to brewing are in need of reliable water resources, yet this issue is largely unaddressed. World Bank data shows 

India draws 230 cubic kilometers of groundwater a year, which is more than a quarter of the global total. Agricul-

ture uses the most, followed by industry. WWF India has found that pollutants such as arsenic make water unfit for 

humans in a third of India’s districts. 

 

On the other hand, dwindling water resources are an obstruction to operations at manufacturing units as well. Coca 

Cola said an “inordinate” delay in getting clearances from the Central Ground Water Authority for extraction stalled 

the 1.45 billion-rupee expansion, causing financial losses in August. Even Joe Phelan, director at World Business 

Council for Sustainable Development expressed that water quality and availability in India are “already interrupting 

operations for some companies.” 

 

While the government’s plan is to implement the river-linking project, conceived a decade ago, the central govern-

ment is trying to convince states, which administer the resource, to pass a law to curb overuse. However, the risk is 

conservation steps fail to address the monumental scale of the task. The river linking project still overlooks the fact 

that groundwater dependency will last many years, according to the South Asian Network on Dams, Rivers and 

People. Even though protests have been staged against breweries in Aurangabad, the issue has been inadequately 

addressed while resources keep declining - government data shows a groundwater drop in 56 percent of wells in 

2013 compared with the average for the decade through 2012 based on levels before the July-to-September mon-

soon. There is a lesson to be learnt from the repeated occurrence of droughts and drying up of groundwater. Tech-

nology and innovation must be an integral part of any plan, such as such as soil-moisture sensors to stop over water-

ing by farmers and stringent mandates for breweries for efficient water utilization and trimming of water usage. 

 

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-10-08/farmers-fight-coca-cola-as-india-s-groundwater-dries-up.html 

Date Accessed: 13.10.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
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Union Cabinet Approves Ratification of Nagoya Protocol on 

Access and Benefit Sharing 
(Press Information Bureau, October 14, 2014) 

 

The Union Cabinet approved the ratification of Nagoya Protocol, which India had signed on 11th May 2011. India is 

a Party to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) which is one of the agreements adopted during the Rio 

Earth Summit held in 1992. One of the three objectives of the CBD relates to Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS), 

which refers to the way in which genetic resources may be accessed, and benefits resulting from their use shared by 

users with countries that provide them. 

 

Nagoya Protocol on ABS stipulates fair and equitable sharing of benefits, arising from the use of genetic resources, 

including by appropriate access to genetic resources and by appropriate transfer of relevant technologies.  

 

India is one of the identified mega diverse countries that is rich in biodiversity and traditional knowledge, which is 

both coded as in ancient texts of Indian systems of medicines such as Ayurveda, Unani and Sidha, and also non-

coded, as it exists in oral undocumented traditions. Such knowledge is vulnerable to biopiracy, where genetic re-

sources and traditional knowledge have been patented in other countries (well known examples include neem and 

haldi). The genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge can be used by host countries to contribute to 

economic and social development, and create incentives for their conservation and sustainable use. 

 

The Nagoya Protocol will contribute to conservation and sustainable use of genetic resources, since benefits accru-

ing from their utilization would act as incentive to biodiversity-rich countries and their local communities to con-

serve and sustainably use their biodiversity.  

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=88149 

Date Accessed 15.10.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 
 

Kaziranga: Poaching, Highway Traffic, Unplanned Tourism 

Ring Alarm Bells in IUCN 
(Samudra Gupta Kashyap, Indian Express, October 10, 2014) 
 

An increase of Rhino poaching has created alarm for International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), which 

has expressed “significant concern” over the issue. It has spoken about the changing anthropogenic elements, which 

has created pressure on the ecological integrity of the park. 
 

World Heritage Outlook, published by IUCN, noted that Kaziranga has seen conservation for decades but now 

needs adaptive management strategies to tackle the issue of poaching. Last year, poaching accounted for the loss of 

27 Rhinos while in 2014 it accounts for 22 already. “The last census carried out in 2013 had recorded 2329 rhinos in 

Kaziranga.” Rhinos are targeted for their horns. 
 

The World Heritage Outlook has also listed direct threats to wildlife habitat in the region. These include livestock 

grazing, highway traffic, unplanned tourism infrastructure and seasonal flooding. Potential threats include “changing 

demographic and economic profile of the local population, illegal fishing and stone quarrying adjacent to the park, 

tourist pressure and river bank erosion”. 

 

Recently, park authorities have submitted a report to Guwahati High Court recommending measures to curb poach-

ing. 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/kaziranga-poaching-highway-traffic-unplanned-tourism-ring-

alarm-bells-in-iucn 

Date Accessed: 15.10.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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LAW AND JUSTICE 

Amendments to Protect Wives Come in Handy for Husbands 
(Utkarsh Anand, Indian Express, October 14, 2014) 

 

Key amendments made in a section of the Indian Penal Code to enforce stringent punishments for sexual offenders, 

following the 2012 Delhi gang rape case, appear to have opened up a grey area that is now being exploited by those 

accused of marital rape. 

 

The Indian Express has identified at least six such cases in Delhi courts where husbands have sought refuge in an 

altered provision in the 2013 Criminal Law Amendment Act —  Exception 2 to amended Section 375 (rape) – to 

claim immunity from prosecution under Section 377 (unnatural sex). 

 

In one such case recently at a session’s court, the accused argued that under the new provision not just sexual inter-

course but any “sexual acts” by a man against his wife had legal sanction and would not amount to rape. 

 

Highlighting yet another grey area, the complainant in this case was also told a husband is immune from prosecution 

if the woman is above 15 years of age. Additional Sessions Judge Kamini Lau questioned whether a law that was 

amended to strengthen women rights had in fact taken away one of her legal remedies. Public prosecutors have ad-

mitted that it was uncertain whether any charge under Section 377 could stick against husbands after this amend-

ment. Legal experts agreed that such a trend was catching on with accused adopting this course of argument in their 

bid to snub prosecution. 

 

Some of Delhi’s eminent criminal lawyers have also admitted that they are puzzled by the insertion of the words 

“sexual acts” in Exception 2 to Section 375 without any definition or explanation. Senior advocate Rebecca John 

said, “The term ‘sexual act’ has not been defined anywhere in the IPC by the legislature. Also, with a preconceived 

notion, the age of consent for sex was fixed at 18 years but it was retained as 15 for marital sex. Why create two 

distinct parameters to judge sexual behaviour? The expanded definition seeks to include all forms of sexual acts and 

so it is very likely that accused would exploit this anomaly.” Former Additional Solicitor General and senior advo-

cate Sidharth Luthra wondered why the two words were added. “With the amendment to Section 375, unnatural acts 

are in fact sought to be included as described. There is definitely an overlap with Section 377 and the new provision 

will in effect negate Section 377,” he said. 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/amendments-to-protect-wives-come-in-handy-for-husbands/ 

Date Accessed: 14.10.09 

(Rohit Chauhan) 
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GENDER 

Over 60 Per Cent of Adult Women are Primarily Engaged in 

Housework 
(The Hindu, October 14, 2014) 

 

The National Sample Survey Office’s 

(NSSO) 68th round surveyed women’s 

usual employment status, covering one 

lakh households in every State and Union 

Territory. The data shows that near about 

two out of every three Indian women 

engage primarily in unpaid housework 

during their prime. 

The phenomenon is found to be least 

common in the southern and north-

eastern States and most common in the 

northern States, Punjab, Haryana and 

Uttar Pradesh in particular. The NSSO 

found that over 60 per cent of adult 

women are primarily engaged in house-

work and that both rural and urban areas 

are increasingly reporting domestic work 

as their main occupation. 

 

A majority of the women surveyed were engaged in productive activity — collecting firewood or rearing household 

poultry — they could not be classified as ‘workers’ as the value added by and the number of hours spent on these 

actions were not sufficient to constitute ‘economically productive activity’. 

 

A third of women doing domestic work said they would be willing to take up regular paid home-based work. How-

ever, the survey did not ask women engaged in domestic work if they would like to take up work outside the house. 

Labour economist Preet Rustagi, Professor at the Institute of Human Development said, “There is undoubtedly one 

segment of women doing domestic work who do not want to take up paid work outside the house. But we cannot 

assume that this is the case for all women, and the NSSO should be asking them this question.” 

 

The survey noted that over 60 per cent of the women, who spend most of their time on domestic duties, said they did 

so because there was no other family member to help out with the household chores. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/most-indian-women-engaged-in-unpaid-housework/article6498326.ece 

Date Accessed: 14.10.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Child Rights and The Corporate Sector 
(Naren Karunakaran, The Economic Times, October 13, 2014) 

 

This article delves deeper into the findings of a 2014 survey by the Global Child Forum and BCG. This survey high-

lights the fact that the corporate world finds gives little importance to issues of children’s rights. Most companies 

still regard the issue as a labour issue whereas children’s rights have deeper implications.  Child’s rights in fact cut 

across areas of product responsibility, responsible marketing, sexual exploitation and water & sanitation. The survey 

covered 1,032 companies from eighty sectors in 63 countries, including India, with annual sales ranging from $0.3 

billion to $470 billion. The finding are based on nine indicators: child labour policy, addressing child rights issues 

S O C I E T Y  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/most-indian-women-engaged-in-unpaid-housework/article6498326.ece
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other than labour, performance reporting on child related issues, board accountability, materiality assessment, refer 

to international standards, collaboration with children’s organizations, driving strategic programmes and charity. 

 

While only 14 companies surveyed addressed all indicators in the study framework, it was the oil & gas sector with 

the lowest score while consumer goods had the highest. As for India, it ranks low in reporting on issues related to 

child rights. 

 

However, the unnerving fact that emerges is that most companies do not look at children apart from the labour as-

pect. Even though, globally, 62% of the companies had a child labour policy, only 14% of companies ensured prod-

uct responsibility/safety towards children. Only 7% companies reported on responsible marketing towards children. 

An even lesser 6% companies protect children from sexual exploitation. Less than 2% companies ensure security in 

conflict areas or support children affected by community displacement. Only 19% pharmaceutical firms report on 

product responsibility when testing drugs on children. 

 

With the economic model driven by a desire to depict low costs in India and attract foreign investors, a decreased 

responsibility towards children might be fostered. Children are displaced by forced and economic migration, in-

creasing the number of children subsisting on the streets; more and more children are being trafficked within and 

across borders; and rising numbers of children are engaged in part or full-time labour. However, policy intervention 

is needed not just to check the prevalence of child labour but also other aspects of child safety, on part of the corpo-

rates, regarding sexual exploitation, ethical marketing and support for the displaced children. 

 

http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/index.aspx?eid=31816&dt=20141013 

Date Accessed: 13.10.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

World Disaster Reduction Day: UN Spotlight on Older  

Persons  
(UN News Centre, October 13, 2014) 
 

On the occasion of International Day for Disaster Reduction on October 13, 2014, the United Nations is spotlighting 

the need to address the vulnerabilities facing older persons, who suffer disproportionately high levels of death and 

injuries in different types of emergencies and disasters, ranging from weather events and epidemics to armed con-

flict. 

 

“This tragic trend must be reversed though plans, services and support,” said Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in a 

statement commemorating the Day, organized by the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), with this 

year’s theme focusing on “Older persons and disasters.” 

 

According UNISDR, there is strong evidence that older persons suffer disproportionately even in developed coun-

tries. In 2005, 75 per cent of those killed by Hurricane Katrina in the United States were over 60 but made up just 15 

per cent of the population in New Orleans. In 2011, 56 per cent of those who died in the Great East Japan Earth-

quake and Tsunami were 65 and over, despite comprising just 23 per cent of the population. 

 

The problem is even more pronounced in developing countries, where poverty affects some 80 per cent of those 

over 60. UNISDR chief, Margareta Wahlström said: “The older person is often invisible in our communities until 

they show up in the mortality figures after a disaster event.” 

 

People aged over 60 currently make up slightly more than 11 per cent of the global population. By 2050, and they 

will account for 22 per cent of the population and number 2 billion. 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49063#.VD4FgvmSzKA 

Date Accessed: 14.10.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

AFRICA 

It's Been Six Months Since 200 Nigerian Girls were  

Kidnapped 
(Firstpost.com, October 15, 2014) 

 

Six months after 50-armed terrorist in Chibok village in the state of Borno kidnapped 200 girls, the Nigerian army 

still has not been able to make any progress. Such inefficiency will plunge the incident into oblivion. The incident 

was carried out by Boko-Haram, an extremist group aiming to implement sharia law in Nigeria. 

 

“Nigerian government and the army regretted the incident, but then shrugged it off, in a country where human life is 

usually cheap and even non-existent in the more remote areas where voters cannot make a difference.” Nigeria is the 

most populous African country with a population of 170 million and more than 200 tribes. 

 

Five days after the kidnapping the army claimed to have recused 165 girls but school teachers, parents and Governor 

of Borno denied the news.  “International awareness of the incident lasted a few days and was fuelled by the Twitter 

accounts in the #BringBackOurGirls campaign.” The campaign however died out after a few days burst on the Inter-

net. 

 

 

 

I N D I A  A N D  W O R L D  
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International efforts have also dwindled. United States has “sent drones and dozens of experts to the area and inten-

sified radar search operations in Nigeria, Chad and Cameroon.” However, none have yielded any results. 

The Nigerian army had claimed to rescue a group of girls on September 23, but the news was denied an hour later. 

 

http://www.firstpost.com/fwire/its-been-six-months-since-200-nigerian-girls-were-kidnapped-1757457.html 

Date Accessed: 15.10.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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OPINIONS 

Jyoti Parikh: Disaster-Resilient Cities 
(Jyoti Parikh, Business Standard, October 11, 2014) 
  

Extreme rainfall over three days in Jammu & Kashmir and Assam brought about a huge devastation to lives, prop-

erty and livelihoods there. Considering the huge sufferings experienced in Srinagar and Guwahati, the author tries to 

give some plausible solutions to the concerns like what can be learnt from these debacles; how much damage hap-

pened due to pre existing conditions; kind of institutional response required. 

 

The author emphasizes on the need to strengthen its cities, being the growth engines of the economy, so that every 

natural hazard need not turn into a disaster. “A disaster-resilient city has the capacity to deal with such hazards - in 

other words, it can cope with or withstand perturbations up to a moderate degree.” She points out that “a hazard 

turns into a disaster due to structural and managerial flaws as well as the violation of natural and man-made laws 

before the hazard strikes.” Further points out the three pillars that can strengthen resilience: strong infrastructure, 

able governance and good socio-economic conditions. 

 

Following are the set of plausible solutions suggested by the author: 

 Need for effective storm water drainage as the first line of defence against flooding. Keeping drains clean 

and free of clogging; preservation and management of water bodies such as rivers, lakes, canals etc.; devel-

opment in low-lying areas or river banks should not be permitted. 

 Need to strengthen the mechanism in such a way that warnings translate into desired actions since advance 

warning can greatly minimise human suffering, as the cyclone in Odisha showed. 

 Need for topographical studies of various cities to identify critical areas especially close to water bodies. 

Areas that are close to rivers, dams, large lakes and coastal areas need to be fully mapped. Digital elevation 

mapping will help estimate carrying capacity, and the level of submergence of various parts of a city. How 

much more rainfall can it handle? What is the carrying capacity of the city for additional rainfall? If such 

information is provided to people, citizens would avoid vulnerable zones. 

 Need to strengthen the awareness among city planners. The preparedness of the city to respond to floods 

needs to be in place, since it can reduce the amount of damage. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/jyoti-parikh-disaster-resilient-cities-114101100736_1.html 

Date Accessed: 14.10.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

Shortcomings of “Make-in-India” 
(Economic and Political Weekly, October 11, 2014) 

  

Developing countries have long tried to become a part of global manufacturing to initiate industry-led export ori-

ented growth. As a part of this strategy they have tried to facilitate cross-border flow of technology, capital goods 

and raw materials by liberalizing regulations. Most nations have failed in this attempt. A few that have succeeded, 

like China, are now facing shortage of unskilled and semi-skilled labor, and upward pressure on wages. This may 

deprive them of their competitive strength. 

 

“The potential benefit from such a strategy in terms of industrial advance is perhaps being exaggerated.” Integrating 

into value chain will be mean little in terms of value addition to domestic manufacturing. For example export of I-

Phone and Barbie Dolls add little value as majority of its components are imported. China’s manufacturing is grow-

ing because it is backed by domestic investment. 

 

If there was to be a transformative impact on India, the transformation is still an objective and not policy. ‘Make in 

India’ is “a set of measures to be adopted in a bid to make India another successful low-cost manufacturing base for 

global capital. The set of measures have been a part of every government since Rajiv Gandhi. The difference that 

present government can make is on accelerating them. 

O P I N I O N S / B O O K S   
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There are two challenges to India becoming a manufacturing hub. Firstly, there is a lack of infrastructure in power, 

transport and communication facilities. This gap is far from being filled as measures to curtail fiscal deficit has lim-

ited government expenditure and its ability to invest in infrastructure. Private capital is supposed to fill this gap but 

the private enterprises are wary in investing in such capital-intensive projects. Moreover, many private-public part-

nerships are recording losses. Secondly, “externally, this is not the best time to go for export-led growth given the 

recession in most of the world’s developed economies.” 

 

To achieve these gains, India will have to reduce environmental regulations and do away with labor standard meas-

ures. Both these costs are not sufficient to achieve an objective, which is not even guaranteed. Moreover, if there are 

any rewards it shall be limited to the small set of investors and will be unable to affect unemployment and poverty. 

 

http://www.epw.in/system/files/pdf/2014_49/41/The_Make_in_India_Shove.pdf 

Date Accessed: 14.10.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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