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Composite Development Index: A New Method to Allocate State 

Funds 

One of the major tasks of a government is to reduce inequality of income and wealth among states, coupled with balanced 

development of different regions with an increased rate of growth. Active state intervention was envisaged as the best method to 

counter the concentration of economic development to certain pockets of the country. The mechanism employed to achieve such an 

egalitarian society was the transfer of resources from the Centre to the states.  In India these transfers have been channelled through 

the Finance Commission and the Planning Commission. Finance commissions have been using the concept of ‘special category status’ 

to award funds for development, but it is based on low density of population, inaccessible terrain, economic and infrastructural 

backwardness, length of international borders and non viable nature of state finances and not on the backwardness or prosperity of a 

state. States which are classified as special category states are- Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, 

Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura and Uttarakhand. The criteria leaves out states which are large, yet highly 

disadvantaged. This has aggravated the problem of spatial economic disparity.  

In response to this problem, the Ministry of Finance constituted an expert committee for evolving a composite development index for 

States as there are many indicators of disadvantage and considering each of them individually is impractical. This committee headed 

by Raghuram Rajan has sought to design a balanced alternative distributive mechanism.  

 

Report: Scope and Methodology  

The scope of the committee has been to propose a general method for allocating funds from the Centre to the states based both on a 

state’s development needs as well as its development performance. The Committee does not propose a quantum of funds to be 

allocated based on these criteria as this is beyond its terms of reference. The methodology adopted by the committee allocates funds 

based on “need” and “performance”. Needs and performance components are combined using appropriate weights to derive the 

allocation share of each state. 

The formula for allocation of central government funds is: 

  Percent share of state i in the total central government funds allocated   

     = 0.3%   

      + Percent share of state i based on need 

      + Percent share of state i based on performance 

 

In simplistic terms, the formula can be seen as a way of allocating points to states. A state gets points for need and for performance. 

The points a state gets for each, expressed as a fraction of the sum of points of all states (for need and performance),  is the state’s 

share stemming from need and performance respectively of 91.6% of the amount to be allocated. The remaining 8.4% is equally 

divided so that each of the 28 states get 0.3%. 

 

Explaining the components of the formula: 0.3%, Need and Performance 

0.3% - All states require a basic minimum to meet fixed expenditures such as administrative costs. Because states with small 

populations and areas are unlikely to meet that minimum threshold, the Committee recommends that each state get a fixed basic 

allocation of 0.3 percent of overall funds, to which will be added its share stemming from need and performance to get its overall 

share.  Such a minimum share will be especially important for the relatively small North-Eastern states, which are politically very 

sensitive. Therefore, given there are 28 states included for the construction of index, 8.4% of funds will be allocated as a fixed basic 

allocation. Of the remaining 91.6%, the committee has chosen parameters (explained below) such that 3/4th of it is allocated based on 

need and 1/4thbased on performance. 
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Points to state i based on need are: 

 [0.8 * Share of Population of State i + 0.2* Share of Area of State i] * [(under)development index for Sate i] 
2
 

 

 

Need- is based on a simple index of (under)development developed by the committee. Less developed states rank higher on the index, 

and would get larger allocations based on the need criteria.  

                    

 

 

The underdevelopment index is an average of the following ten sub-components: (i) monthly per capita consumption expenditure, 

(ii) education, (iii) health, (iv) household amenities, (v) poverty rate, (vi) female literacy, (vii) percent of SC-ST population, (viii) 

urbanization rate, (viii) financial inclusion, and (x) connectivity.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is the under development index squared? 

The index is squared so that truly needy states get disproportionately more, while more developed states get less. 

Moreover, states will get more or less over time based on their measured need, not because of their initial categorization as 

a developed or underdeveloped state. 

Why is need determined by population and area and not by how poor the state is, as done earlier? 

Transfer of resources from the Centre to the states, which are channelled through the Finance Commission and the Planning 

Commission, are more heavily directed to populous and poorer states.  This aims at ensuring a higher rate of growth of the 

poorer states and reducing disparities through balanced regional development. Since the ability of poorer states to mobilize 

resources is limited, the share of grants is higher for them.  

This Committee departs from this approach to place emphasis on area and population rather than the existing 

capability of a poor state. An argument in favour of using the former approach was that underdeveloped/poorer states 

with small populations and large areas will have the burden of creating significantly more infrastructure per capita. 

However, this committee places forth an argument that a road costs the same whether it connects a village of 25 

inhabitants or 5000 inhabitants. Therefore, the committee decided to assign 80 percent of weight to a state’s share in 

population and 20 percent to the state’s share in area for determining the factor by which to multiply need. Ofcourse, the 

underdevelopment index captures the poverty level of a state. 

This also means that larger states do get higher allocations. 

 
Correlation between Underdevelopment Index and UN Human Development Index (HDI) 

The index is strongly and negatively correlated with the Human Development Index (HDI) with correlation coeffiecient of 

-0.9 (Note: Higher Values of HDI denote higher levels of development while the Committee’s index where higher values 

denote greater underdevelopment.  
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The Raghuram Rajan Committee had made the recommendation that states that score 0.6 and above on the index may be classified as 

least developed; states that score below 0.6 and above 0.4 may be classified as less developed and the states that score below 0.4 may 

be classified as relatively developed. The table below classifies states based on this criterion. 

 

           Underdevelopment/ Need Index Based on Per Capita NSDP 

             Least Developed                                  Less Developed                                                 Relatively Developed 

 

  

                                                      

10 states                                                  

 (Least Developed) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

             

                        11 States 

            (Less Developed)      

 

              

              

 

 

           

   

  7 states 

                  (Relatively Developed) 

 

Odisha 0.79 

Bihar 0.76 

Madhya Pradesh 0.76 

Arunachal Pradesh 0.74 

Chhattisgarh 0.74 

Jharkhand 0.74 

Assam 0.71 

Meghalaya 0.70 

Rajasthan 0.65 

Uttar Pradesh 0.65 

Manipur 0.58 

Nagaland 0.57 

West Bengal 0.56 

Andhra Pradesh 0.54 

Jammu & Kashmir 0.53 

Mizoram 0.52 

Gujarat 0.50 

Karnataka 0.48 

Tripura 0.47 

Haryana 0.43 

Himachal Pradesh 0.42 

Sikkim 0.41 

Punjab 0.39 

Uttarakhand 0.39 

Maharashtra 0.37 

Tamil Nadu 0.36 

Kerala 0.15 

Goa n0.05 
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Points to state i based on performance are: 

Points to state i based on need * Change in (under) development index for state i * Performance   weighting parameter 

 

 

Performance- The use of a performance indicator is based on the belief that poor administration or institutions in a recipient state can 

fritter away allocated resources, to the detriment of the population, there should be some recognition for effective governance and the 

efficiency of resource use. Therefore, better the effective governance and the efficiency of resource use, better will be the performance 

indicator of a state. This becomes all the more necessary since the proposal to give substantially more to underdeveloped states will 

create a mild disincentive to develop. In other words, a performance bonus can be thought of as removing the disincentive for a state 

to improving its development index, which will result in a reduced share in allocations. 

Performance is measured by improvements to a state’s development index over time (that is, a fall in underdevelopment)  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   How often will development index be updated? 

The Committee has suggested that the development index be updated every five years since 

many of the development indicators are based on quinquennial surveys. 

States with a higher fraction of districts affected by Left Wing Extremism also score higher on the 

underdevelopment index, and therefore are allocated a higher share of funds based on need. 

 

This is the first time performance has 

been used a criteria in allocating funds 

Representing a substantial change over 

the previous methodologies, the 

committee has introduced the principle of 

rewarding states for performance. Since 

there has been little experience with it so 

far, the Committee has proposed to give 

performance relatively less weightage 

(25%). 

The total share is the sum of the need and performance 

based shares. 69 percent of the total allocation is 

distributed based on need. Uttar Pradesh gets the 

highest share based on both need and performance, 

followed by Bihar in terms of need but not in terms of 

performance.  

However, when measured in relation to the population 

share, Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha, Chhattisgarh and 

Meghalaya, receive the highest based on need; 

whereas Rajasthan, Odisha, Jammu and Kashmir 

and Sikkim get the highest shares based on 

performance 



 

 

7 

COVER STORY 

 

Total Share in Fund Allocation of each State as Recommended by the Committee 
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Criticisms Made by Chief Minister’s of: 

 

Tamil Nadu: 

 The report had excluded important dimensions of development, including per capita availability of water and performance 

indicator of states. 

 The completely skewed allocation formula which the Committee has recommended severely penalizes states which have 

consistently worked towards national goals of development and welfare. 

 Smaller states, regardless of their status of development, were protected because of the fixed 0.3 per cent share 

recommended for all states, regardless of size. States that suffer most in the proposed formula were the relatively large ones 

which over the last several decades had consistently performed well due to their own efforts. 

 The allocation formula was further skewed by the proposal to square the underdevelopment index so that least developed 

states would get disproportionately more resources. 

Kerala 

 Against the provisions of the Constitution, the concepts of fiscal federalism and the existing scheme of devolution of 

developmental funds by the Planning Commission. 

 The State government feels that the methodology adopted by the committee is seriously flawed as it does not include 

major economic factors such as agriculture production, production of manufactured goods or power generation in shaping 

the index. 

 The choice of monthly per capita consumption expenditure in place of per capita GSDP is out of place. Per capita 

consumption does not reflect production and income derived from production. In States like Kerala with inflow of foreign 

and domestic remittances, per capita consumption would give distorted picture of development. 

 Price differentials among States could be as high as 30 to 40 per cent. It also notes that the report does not take into 

account the fiscal capacity of the States. 

West Bengal 

 The state will lose more than Rs.4,000 crores of central funds due to this. Bengal will stand to suffer significantly in spite of being 

a No. 1 debt-stressed state. 

 
By Karishma Mutreja and Simi Sunny

 

Recommendations Made by the Committee 
 

1. The Committee recommends that the framework outlined in this report be used to allocate some of the development funds that 

are allocated by the center to the states.  

 

2. The Committee recommends that the proposed underdevelopment index be updated on a quinquennial basis and performance 

be measured relative to the last update. 

 

3. The Committee recommends that the index and the allocation formula be re-examined after 10 years and revisions proposed 

based on experience. 

4. The Committee recommends that “the least developed” states, as identified by the index, be eligible for other forms of central 

support that the Central Government may deem necessary to enhance the process of development. 

 

5. The approach recommended in this report is not intended to replace all existing methodologies, but should be thought of as 

one that will channel some fund allocations based on need and performance. Other methodologies may serve different 

purposes and should be used in parallel to allocate other funds. 
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Rajasthan to Have 

World’s Largest 

Solar Power Project 

(Ankur Paliwal, Down To Earth, 30 

September, 2013) 
 

India will soon have the world’s 

largest solar power project. It has been 

finalised that the 4,000 MW project 

will be set up close to Sambhar lake, 

about 75 km from Jaipur in Rajasthan. 

 

One of the major highlights of the 

project is that it is expected to sell 

solar power at Rs 5.50 per unit to 

power distribution companies, the 

lowest tariff so far and the ultra-mega 

solar power project will have more 

than double the total installed power 

capacity of India. 

 

Praful Patel, Union Minister for heavy 

industries and pubkic enterprises said 

that the first phase of the project of 

1,000 MW capacity is likely to be 

commissioned in three years, by the 

end of 2016. He added that when the 

4,000 MW of project is fully 

commissioned, it will generate 6,000 

million units of power per annum. The 

current installed capacity of solar 

power is around 1,800 MW. This 

means a single project will have more 

than the double the existing installed 

solar power capacity of the country.  

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/conten

t/rajasthan-have-world-s-largest-solar-

power-project 

Date Accessed: 3.10.2013 

(Simi Sunny) 

 

U.S. Government 

Shuts Down as 

Healthcare 

Deadlock Persists 
(Andy Sullivan and John 

Whitesides, Reuters, 1 October, 

2013) 
 

U.S. government partially shut down 

for the first time in 17 years in a 

standoff between President Barack 

Obama and congressional Republicans 

over healthcare reform which is one of 

the most ambitious U.S social 

program resulting in health benefits to 

millions of uninsured Americans. The 

shutdown would render 1 million 

federal workers jobless temporarily. 

 

The most severe consequences of the 

shutdown will be felt by those 

government agencies specializing in 

science, technology, health, and the 

environment. The stalemate has 

already closed museums and national 

parks and slowed everything from 

trade negotiations to medical research, 

and it has raised new questions about 

the ability of a deeply divided 

Congress to perform its most basic 

functions. 

 

 

A week-long shutdown would slow 

U.S. economic growth by about 0.3 

percentage points, according to 

Goldman Sachs. The political crisis 

also raised concern about whether 

Congress can meet a crucial mid-

October deadline to raise the 

government's $16.7 trillion debt 

ceiling. Failure to raise the debt limit 

would force the country to default on 

its obligations, and this would send 

shockwaves around global markets. 

 

The spending for essential functions 

related to national security and public 

safety including pay for U.S. military 

troops will continue. Though the 

impact was likely to be most apparent 

in the Washington region, it will be 

felt across the country as the federal 

government maintains offices in every 

major city and parks and other 

facilities are spread across all 50 

states. The shutdown would 

undermine American credibility 

abroad and lead allies to question the 

nation's commitment to treaty 

obligations. 

 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/1

0/01/us-usa-fiscal-

idUSBRE98N11220131001 

Date Accessed : 01.10.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

No Drug Trials 

Sans Monitoring 

Mechanism: Apex 

Court 
(Hindu Business Line, 30 

September, 2013) 
  

A Supreme Court Bench headed by 

Justice R.M. Lodha has ordered that 

no clinical trials should be allowed for 

new and untested drugs till a 

mechanism is put in place to monitor 

them and to protect the lives of people 

on which drugs are tested.  The court 

was hearing a PIL, filed by NGO 

Swasthya Adhikar Manch, alleging 

large scale clinical drug trials across 

the country by various pharmaceutical 

firms using Indian citizens as guinea 

pigs in those tests. “In an affidavit, the 

Centre had admitted that 2,644 people 

died during clinical trials of 475 new 

drugs between 2005 to 2012.” 

  

The new order comes despite a 

previous court order which said that 

“clinical trials of untested drugs on 

humans require certain mandatory 

standards to be followed and had also 

directed the Government to put in 

place a mechanism to monitor them.  

It had directed the Centre to convene a 

meeting of Chief Secretaries or Health 

Secretaries of all the states to frame a 

law for regulation of clinical trials of 

drugs by multinational pharma 

companies. Observing that no action 

has been taken to stop this menace, the 

court had ordered that all drug trials 

will be done under the supervision of 

the Union Health Secretary.” 

  

However, noticing the lack of progress 

the court has now ordered that “no 

clinical trials should be allowed for 

new and untested drugs till a 

mechanism is put in place to monitor 

them and to protect the lives of people 

on which drugs are tested.”  In 

response to the dangers of 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/rajasthan-have-world-s-largest-solar-power-project
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/rajasthan-have-world-s-largest-solar-power-project
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/rajasthan-have-world-s-largest-solar-power-project
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/10/01/us-usa-fiscal-idUSBRE98N11220131001
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/10/01/us-usa-fiscal-idUSBRE98N11220131001
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/10/01/us-usa-fiscal-idUSBRE98N11220131001
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indiscriminate clinical trials the Bench 

asked the Centre to “consider 

suggestions of various stakeholders in 

putting in place the mechanism to 

avoid any serious and adverse impact. 

Centre has assured the apex court that 

it will not allow clinical trials for 162 

drugs permitted by it earlier.” 

  

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/

industry-and-economy/no-clinical-

trials-in-absence-of-mechanism-apex-

court/article5184975.ece?homepage=t

rue 

Date Accessed: 1.10.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

 

Urban Development 

Ministry Issues 

Greening 

Guidelines to 

States, UTs 
(Ayaskant Das, The Times of India, 

30 September, 2013) 
  

The Ministry of Urban Development 

(MoUD) has extended the scope of 

guidelines framed by it for greening of 

urban areas and landscaping to all 

states and UTs of the country vide a 

notification issued on September 23. 

“The ministry has directed the chief 

secretaries of all states and 

administrators of all UTs to abide by 

these guidelines to ensure 

environmental preservation.”  

 

The ministry has furnished the 

information regarding the notification 

in an affidavit filed with the National 

Green Tribunal. “The affidavit was 

filed in a case related to Ghaziabad in 

which it has been alleged that rampant 

concretization in the city through 

unbridled civic construction works has 

led to reduction of green cover and 

depletion of underground water 

tables.”  

 

The MoUD notification asks state 

governments to ensure a “people-

centric approach” in the process of 

urban development. The state 

governments have been directed to 

notify concerned departments under 

their administration to take necessary 

steps to implement these guidelines. 

“Through the notification, state 

governments are asked to undertake 

tiling only on those footpaths that 

have heavy pedestrian movement, to 

avoid excess tiling and to use 

perforated tiles wherever necessary. It 

also includes directions to undertake a 

pedestrian load study before laying 

down pavements and for leaving out 

adequate space around roots of trees 

on footpaths and pavements.”  

  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ho

me/environment/flora-fauna/Urban-

development-ministry-issues-

greening-guidelines-to-states-

UTs/articleshow/23294865.cms 

Date Accessed: 01.10.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/no-clinical-trials-in-absence-of-mechanism-apex-court/article5184975.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/no-clinical-trials-in-absence-of-mechanism-apex-court/article5184975.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/no-clinical-trials-in-absence-of-mechanism-apex-court/article5184975.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/no-clinical-trials-in-absence-of-mechanism-apex-court/article5184975.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/no-clinical-trials-in-absence-of-mechanism-apex-court/article5184975.ece?homepage=true
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/Urban-development-ministry-issues-greening-guidelines-to-states-UTs/articleshow/23294865.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/Urban-development-ministry-issues-greening-guidelines-to-states-UTs/articleshow/23294865.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/Urban-development-ministry-issues-greening-guidelines-to-states-UTs/articleshow/23294865.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/Urban-development-ministry-issues-greening-guidelines-to-states-UTs/articleshow/23294865.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/Urban-development-ministry-issues-greening-guidelines-to-states-UTs/articleshow/23294865.cms
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Asian Development 

Bank Trims 

Expected Growth 

Rates: India Faces 

the Biggest Fall 

(Bettina Wassener,  The New York 

Times, 1 October, 2013) 
 

The ADB has lowered aggregate 

growth rate forecasts for its members 

(from 6.6 to 6 percent for this year 

and from 6.7 to 6.2 percent in 2014), 

with the biggest downward revision 

for India’s rate of growth (from 6.5 

to 5.7 percent for 2014). It 

emphasises that “foreign direct 

investment, industrial diversification, 

infrastructure and human capital, 

fiscal consolidation, and social 

protection” must be the priority areas 

for its members to achieve  

“sustainable growth”. The report 

focuses on Asia’s two biggest 

emerging economies- India and 

China- and calls out to governments to 

focus on “structural changes to 

support the local economies”. 

 

The reasons for downward revision of 

India and China’s growth rates differ 

significantly: 

 

India: The bank expects the “Indian 

economy to grow 4.7 percent this 

year”. “Poor infrastructure, crippling 

bureaucracy and policy squabbles 

have long presented huge hurdles to 

doing business” in India. Steep rupee 

depreciation has further damaged 

investor confidence. 

 

China: The Bank lowered its forecasts 

to 7.6 percent growth this year and 7.4 

percent next year, from 8.2 percent 

and 8 percent respectively. In contrast 

to India, Changyong Rhee, chief 

economist said that “China’s 

slowdown is a ‘healthy’ and 

‘intentional’ adjustment as the 

authorities work to rebalance the 

economy.” 
  

The report finds that Asian economies 

are better placed today than they were 

in the 1997 crisis due to Asian 

economies having “larger reserves of 

foreign exchange and the current-

account surpluses”. It suggests that 

“governments must watch out for 

volatile capital flows and financial 

market disruption.” Additionally, 

members must “continue to pursue 

sound macroeconomic policies that 

include building up fiscal space during 

good times.” 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/02/b

usiness/international/growth-forecast-

is-trimmed-for-developing-nations-in-

asia.html?partner=rssnyt&emc=rss 

Date accessed: 01.09.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

Govt. Withdraws 

Export Incentives 

for Cotton, Yarn 
(LiveMint, September 26, 2013) 

 

India has withdrawn incentives for 

exports of cotton and yarn, a value-

added product used by textile mills, a 

move that could cut exporters’ 

margins in the world’s second-biggest 

exporter of the fibre. The directorate 

general of foreign trade (DGFT), a 

unit of the trade ministry, while 

issuing the Order did not assign any 

reason for withdrawing the incentives. 

 

According to Industry body the 

Confederation of Indian Textile 

Industry (CITI), “together the benefit 

of the government’s Focus Market 

Scheme and Incremental Export 

Incentivisation Scheme on cotton yarn 

comes to around 4% of the free-on-

board value of exports. Currently there 

is no cap on cotton and cotton yarn 

exports but exporters need to register 

shipments with the DGFT.” 

 

CITI chairman stated, “India is the 

most competitive yarn producer in the 

world at present and, therefore, there 

are increasing export opportunities 

opening up for our cotton yarn” and 

urged the government to restore export 

benefits. 

 

Data from DGFT reveals that trade 

commitments for cotton yarn exports 

rose more than 26% in August against 

last year earlier mainly due to rising 

demand from China, India’s biggest 

client. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/fOuf

dGTEom5Ojqeg9UxwfK/Govt-

withdraws-export-incentives-for-

cotton-yarn.html 

Date Accessed: 01.10.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

‘Quantitative 

Restrictions’ to 

Address India’s 

External Account 

Vulnerability 

(C.P. Chandrashekhar, The Hindu, 

10 September, 2013) 
 

The article suggests that focussed 

efforts to curtail imports by way of 

“quantitative restrictions” is the key 

to manage the soaring current account 

deficit (CAD). 

 

The article explains that the real 

problem of  the rising CAD is actually 

a rising trade deficit (which is the 

excess of imports over exports). Trade 

deficit “has risen from Rs.26.4 billion 

in quarter ending June 2009 to Rs. 

44.9 billion in the quarter ending June 

2011, and has remained above that 

level.” Thus, despite relatively “steady 

net services export earnings, the 

overall deficit is high and often 

rising”. Therefore, the article proposes 

ways to curb trade deficit primarily by 

reducing imports. Exports increased 

post 2009 crisis but have stagnated 

since 2011. India’s import bill is 

dominated by a) petrol and related 

products, and b) gold, which have 

accounted for around 45 and 55 per 

cent of the merchandise trade deficit. 

Reducing petroleum imports is 

difficult, so focus should be on 

reducing gold imports. Raising import 

duties on gold has proved 

counterproductive as people have been 

importing more in “speculation of 

even higher duties in future. Thus, 

stringent quantitative restrictions on 

the volume of permitted gold imports 

are a must.” Emphasis must also be 

paid to control “non-essential 

imports”- quantitative restrictions 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/w/bettina_wassener/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/02/business/international/growth-forecast-is-trimmed-for-developing-nations-in-asia.html?partner=rssnyt&emc=rss
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/02/business/international/growth-forecast-is-trimmed-for-developing-nations-in-asia.html?partner=rssnyt&emc=rss
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/02/business/international/growth-forecast-is-trimmed-for-developing-nations-in-asia.html?partner=rssnyt&emc=rss
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/02/business/international/growth-forecast-is-trimmed-for-developing-nations-in-asia.html?partner=rssnyt&emc=rss
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/fOufdGTEom5Ojqeg9UxwfK/Govt-withdraws-export-incentives-for-cotton-yarn.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/fOufdGTEom5Ojqeg9UxwfK/Govt-withdraws-export-incentives-for-cotton-yarn.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/fOufdGTEom5Ojqeg9UxwfK/Govt-withdraws-export-incentives-for-cotton-yarn.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/fOufdGTEom5Ojqeg9UxwfK/Govt-withdraws-export-incentives-for-cotton-yarn.html
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would imply import controls. But with 

“neo- liberal” and free trade 

influences, such a shift back to 

controls will be difficult. 

 

It argues that  financing the ‘deficit by 

capital inflows and borrowing’ is not a 

long term solution. India’s CAD has 

been rising relative to GDP (reaching 

a record of above 6 per cent) which 

has been met largely by ‘normal 

capital inflows’. But this is “not a long 

term solution” to the expanding deficit 

as inflows have been inadequate in the 

last quarter. Another channel to 

finance the deficit is to use the 

“reserves on which the foreign 

investors hold a claim”. But these 

reserves are made by “borrowings 

from abroad” and depending on 

reserves to finance the widening 

deficit is only a temporary comfort. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/col

umns/Chandrasekhar/addressing-

indias-external-

vulnerability/article5111322.ece 

Date accessed: 28.09.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

A Sugar Rush That 

Could Fuel the 

Economy 
(Ambassador R. Viswanathan, 

Gateway House, 24 September 2013) 
  

India’s extreme dependence on 

imported energy renders our economy 

vulnerable to geopolitical instabilities. 

Given the high financial viability, 

India, being the world’s second-largest 

producer of sugarcane, should emulate 

Brazil by replacing petrol with ethanol 

as fuel. 

 

Brazil has reduced petrol consumption 

by 30%. The use of fuel ethanol 

created a synergy between the 

agriculture and energy sectors and a 

win-win for farmers, industry and 

government. 

 

In 1974, hurt by the oil crisis, the 

Brazilian government brought together 

all stakeholders — sugar cane farmers, 

sugar mills, car manufacturers and oil 

companies besides the ministries of 

agriculture, industry and energy — 

formulated a policy that would ensure 

energy independence and made it a 

strategic priority. It provided three 

important initial drivers: guaranteed 

purchases of ethanol by the state-

owned oil company Petrobras, low-

interest loans for sugarcane farming 

and ethanol production, and fixed 

gasoline and ethanol prices. The 

success of the policy made oil 

companies see the value in becoming 

stakeholders. 

 

Conscious of the cyclical nature of 

sugar cane production and weather 

risks, Brazil has a flexible policy of 

exporting the product when there are 

surpluses and importing during times 

of shortage. 

 

India has considered ethanol before. In 

2006, the government of India 

launched a programme of 5% 

mandatory ethanol blending. But it did 

not take off largely because the oil 

companies have shown little interest. 

 

It is a mistake to hold ethanol policy 

hostage to a conflict of interest 

between the oil and the sugar 

companies. Ethanol can be a 

sustainable long term environmentally 

friendly India-centric solution. 

 

The risk and investment involved in 

ethanol production is far lower than in 

oil exploration and production. 

Ethanol will help farmers sustain their 

income during the cyclical bumper 

harvests and their lower sugar prices. 

It will reduce petrol consumption, 

save foreign currency (money will 

stay with Indian farmers and industry 

in rupees instead of the dollars that 

foreign oil suppliers receive) and will 

enable us to reduce the trade deficit 

and foreign exchange outflow. 

 

http://www.gatewayhouse.in/a-sugar-

rush-that-could-fuel-the-economy/ 

Date Accessed: 24.09.2013 

(Gayatri Verma) 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/Chandrasekhar/addressing-indias-external-vulnerability/article5111322.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/Chandrasekhar/addressing-indias-external-vulnerability/article5111322.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/Chandrasekhar/addressing-indias-external-vulnerability/article5111322.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/Chandrasekhar/addressing-indias-external-vulnerability/article5111322.ece
http://www.gatewayhouse.in/author/r-viswanathan/
http://www.gatewayhouse.in/a-sugar-rush-that-could-fuel-the-economy/
http://www.gatewayhouse.in/a-sugar-rush-that-could-fuel-the-economy/
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POLITICS AND 

GOVERNANCE  
 

Regular Police 

Presence to Ensure 

a Safer 

Environment in 

Educational 

Institutions of 

Mumbai 
(Megha Sood, The Indian Express, 

01 October, 2013) 
 

The Mumbai Traffic Police have 

assigned a constable to each school in 

the city to curb incidents of school  

students being molested by bus 

drivers, conductors or attendants, and 

an officer for every college, to 

maintain up-to-date identification data 

on school staffers or bus contractor 

employees. The policemen will also 

interact regularly with parents and 

teachers to discuss problems faced by 

the schools and colleges and will 

lecture students on traffic rules and 

safety. 

 

Under this project named ‘One 

Officer-One College’ and ‘One Cop-

One School’, the Mumbai police have 

listed 683 schools and 149 colleges, 

and the officer and the constable have 

been assigned a college and school 

respectively for a one-year period. 

They have been given responsibility 

for maintaining the profile data of bus 

drivers, conductors, attendants, peons 

and helpers and will also interact with 

parents & teachers. The cops have also 

been tasked with assessing traffic 

problems faced by the school or 

college. “Parking issues, accidents and 

negligent driving, as well as chain-

snatching, are common problems 

faced by many schools and colleges in 

the city. Regular police presence is 

necessary on the premises” said the 

Deputy Commissioner of Police 

(Traffic) of Mumbai. 

 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/s

chools-colleges-get-regular-police-

presence/1176565/0 

Date Accessed: 01.10.2013 

(Anjana John) 

  

Rajasthan 

Launches Food 

Security Scheme 
(The Echo of India, 29 September, 

2013) 
The Food Security Scheme estimated 

to benefit around 4.64 crore people 

launches in Rajasthan. “After three 

months of survey across the state, the 

government has selected around 90 

lakh families (about 4.64 crore people) 

as beneficiary under the scheme.” 

 

About 38.83 lakh beneficiaries of 

BPL, state BPL and Antyodaya Anna 

Yojana would continue to get 35 kg of 

wheat at Re 1 per kg every month. At 

the same time,  over 50 lakh new 

beneficiaries under the Food Security 

Scheme would  now get wheat at Rs. 2 

per kg, rice at Rs. 3 per kg and Bajra 

at Re. 1 per kg. Besides the already 

existing ones, about 2,000 new ration 

shops would be opened to distribute 

food grains under the scheme. 

 

The Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has 

claimed that Rajasthan would be the 

first state to implement the scheme 

after conducting extensive survey and 

revising the beneficiary list. 

 

http://www.echoofindia.com/jaipur-

rajasthan-launch-food-security-

scheme-oct-2-39708 

Date Accessed: 01.10.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

Nirma’s Dream 

Hangs In Balance 
(Srestha Banerjee, Down To Earth, 

27 September, 2013) 
 

The National Green Tribunal has 

deferred its decision on the fate of the 

Nirma’s  proposed cement plant in 

Bhavnagar district of Gujarat. 

 

Four reports have been submitted by 

the expert committees. Experts were 

supposed to assess whether the site 

chosen for the plant is a wetland and 

the impact of the plant on it. But due 

to contradictory reports, there is a lack 

of clarity about the environmental 

situation and impact. 

 

Thus the NGT had ordered a fresh 

assessment of the site. The recent 

report prepared by the expert 

committee subsequent to their post-

monsoon visit to the site on September 

has been submitted. 

 

Some of the counsels expressed their 

wish to review the report. 

Consequently, the Tribunal seems to 

be of the opinion that adequate time 

should be given to counsels for all 

parties appearing on the matter. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/conten

t/nirma-s-dream-hangs-balance 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

 

Election 

Commission 

Welcomes Provision 

to Vote for ‘None of 

The Above’ 

(The Hindu, 28 September, 2013) 
  

The Supreme Court has ushered in a 

key electoral reform, which provides 

voters with an option to vote for 

‘none-of-the-above’ (NOTA), “to 

reject all candidates in the fray”. The 

reform has found favour in the past 

with the Election Commission of India 

and even the Law Commission. 

 

Advocates of electoral reforms have 

encouraged voters to make greater use 

of Rule 49-O, the provision by which 

one can record a ‘no-vote’ option by 

signing a form in the presence of 

election officials, in the hope that a 

large number of such negative votes 

would induce political parties to field 

candidates known for their integrity. 

The Court believes that the extra 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/schools-colleges-get-regular-police-presence/1176565/0
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/schools-colleges-get-regular-police-presence/1176565/0
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/schools-colleges-get-regular-police-presence/1176565/0
http://www.echoofindia.com/jaipur-rajasthan-launch-food-security-scheme-oct-2-39708
http://www.echoofindia.com/jaipur-rajasthan-launch-food-security-scheme-oct-2-39708
http://www.echoofindia.com/jaipur-rajasthan-launch-food-security-scheme-oct-2-39708
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/nirma-s-dream-hangs-balance
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/nirma-s-dream-hangs-balance
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 provision in the voting machines 

would promote free and fair elections, 

ensure greater voter participation and 

reduce bogus voting. 

 

However there are concerns about 

what will happen if majority voters go 

for the no-vote option. The author 

argues that “a heavy quantum of 

negative votes may affect the 

legitimacy of the election process. 

Perhaps, the EC could fix a limit 

beyond which the percentage of 

NOTA votes would entail re-polling.” 

 

The author further argues that “an 

assertive EC, the potential for 

irregularities by the political class has 

been effectively kept under check, but 

this inherently adversarial relationship 

may have prevented the ushering in of 

sweeping reforms through 

legislation... Ranging from the need to 

check money power and paid news to 

the need for transparency in the 

funding of political parties, there are a 

host of issues that ought to be 

addressed through comprehensive 

legislation rather than ad hoc 

adjudication.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/edit

orial/yes-to-the-novote-

option/article5176567.ece 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2013 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

Jammu MLAs 

Divided On AFSPA 

(Kashmir Observer, 30 September, 

2013) 
  

The inaugural day of Legislative 

Assembly witnessed a split among the 

Valley and Jammu based political 

parties—some speaking in support and 

some advocating revocation   of 

Armed Forces Special Power Act 

(AFSPA) in view of unabated civilian 

killings in the state. 

  

Panthers Party MLA, Harshdev Singh, 

while referring to Samba-Kathua 

militant attack said, “The soldiers take 

bullets to their chest so lifting of 

AFSPA is irresponsible. The army 

needs to be empowered to face these 

situations.” However, many members 

of the House including CPI (M) and 

National Conference members 

objected to Singh’s stand. 

  

Earlier Mehbooba Mufti (PDP) 

president had also talked about 

impunity to army and other security 

forces under AFSPA and had 

demanded the law be revoked.  Taking 

exception to Singh’s stand on AFSPA 

Mohammad Yousf Tarigami, State 

Secretary CPI (M) and MLA Kulgam 

said that AFSPA being in place could 

not prevent militant attacks to take 

place in Kathua and Samba. “It is not 

the question of AFSPOA or no 

AFSPA but fact of the matter is that 

such attacks are taking place”, 

Tarigami said. 

  

Sheikh Mustafa Kamal, National 

Conference MLA said, “I think the 

AFSPA being in place is not able to 

stop killings of Army men on the 

borders, police personnel and 

civilians. The Chief Minister stand on 

the issue is based on reality and the 

law must be reviewed.” 

  

Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 

president Mehbooba Mufti had earlier 

in her speech said that whenever any 

killings take place at the hands of 

army, they are protected and shielded 

under AFSPA. She said that state 

government was not even able to 

prosecute police or CRPF personnel 

involved in human rights violations. 

  

http://kashmirobserver.net/news/top-

news/valley-jammu-mlas-divided-

afspa 

Date Accessed: 02.10.2013 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Survey 

Shows Diverse 

Opinions : Most 

Respondents Say 

No to Inner Line 

Permit in 

Meghalaya 
(Meghalaya Times, 29 Sept, 2013) 
 

“The question whether to have the 

Inner Line Permit (ILP) in Meghalaya 

is being debated across the State, with 

diverse opinions emerging. The 

Meghalaya Times took the discussion 

further through an online survey on 

Facebook asking whether the travel 

permit should be implemented. As per 

the survey the opinion was squarely 

against the ILP.” The majority of the 

respondents reporting against the ILP 

included both youths from the 

indigenous and non-indigenous 

communities. 

 

Some of the varying opinions reflected 

in the survey included the need for 

greater cooperation between different 

communities in the modern era for all 

round development, the local headmen 

and MLAs being blamed for the 

immigrant issues. However the 

number of non respondents were more 

in number than those who had an 

opinion on the issue. Therefore Chief 

Minister Dr Mukul Sangma has asked 

“the silent majority to speak up and 

decide about their future. He said that 

unless the people spoke on the issue 

their future stands at risk. Although 

most political parties have said that 

the ILP should be introduced, the 

Congress is opposed to ILP.” 

 

http://meghalayatimes.info/index.php/

front-page/22020-meghalaya-times-

survey-most-respondents-say-no-to-ilp 

Date Accessed 07.08.2013 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 

 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/yes-to-the-novote-option/article5176567.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/yes-to-the-novote-option/article5176567.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/yes-to-the-novote-option/article5176567.ece
http://kashmirobserver.net/news/top-news/valley-jammu-mlas-divided-afspa
http://kashmirobserver.net/news/top-news/valley-jammu-mlas-divided-afspa
http://kashmirobserver.net/news/top-news/valley-jammu-mlas-divided-afspa
http://meghalayatimes.info/index.php/front-page/22020-meghalaya-times-survey-most-respondents-say-no-to-ilp
http://meghalayatimes.info/index.php/front-page/22020-meghalaya-times-survey-most-respondents-say-no-to-ilp
http://meghalayatimes.info/index.php/front-page/22020-meghalaya-times-survey-most-respondents-say-no-to-ilp
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Tripura to Check 

Religious 

Structures on Govt 

Land 
(The Shillong Times, 03 October, 

2013) 
 

Keeping in view the Supreme Court of 

India’s directive to frame state policies 

and rules regarding prevention of 

unauthorised construction of temple, 

church, mosque or gurudwara on 

public streets, public parks and other 

public land the ruling left Front 

Government Tripura has asked district 

magistrates (DM) to survey 

unauthorised construction of religious 

structures and take necessary steps. 

 

Chairing a meeting with the council of 

ministers, Chief Minister Manik 

Sarkar framed “Tripura unauthorised 

religious structure construction survey 

and its regularisation, relocation and 

removal rules, 2013 rules” barring the 

construction of religious structures on 

government land and by the roadsides. 

 

“The minister also informed that the 

government asked all the eight DMs 

of the state to submit reports at the 

earliest. After receiving the reports 

from the DMs, the government would 

explore ways and means to take 

administrative and legal action to clear 

encroachments and unauthorised 

religious structures.” 

 

http://www.theshillongtimes.com/201

3/10/03/tripura-to-check-religious-

structures-on-govt-land/ 

Date Accessed: 07.08.2013 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

Ministry for 

Linking Textiles 

with Employment 

Scheme           
(Business Standard, 29 September, 

2013) 
 

The Textile Ministry is seeking to link 

the sector to employment guarantee 

scheme in order to cope up with 

shortage of skilled manpower. During 

2012-13, the country's textiles exports 

stood at $34 billion. For the current 

fiscal, the government has set an 

export target of about $43 billion. The 

US and Europe together account for 

almost 65 per cent of India's textiles 

exports. 
 

Linking the programme with the 

sector under the Mahatma Gandhi 

National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act will help minimize the 

problem of skilled labourers and in 

addition will give these people 

employment and training, as per the 

Textile Minister. 
 

"We want to train 15 lakh people in 

the textiles sector in the next three 

years which will help in making 

textiles exports globally competitive," 

said Textiles Minister Kavuru 

Sambasiva Rao. 

 

The government has already allocated 

Rs 1,900 crore for skills development 

in the sector and some additional 

funds from MGNREGA scheme after 

this linkage will help to provide 

training as well as wages to the 

people. 

 
http://www.business-

standard.com/article/economy-

policy/ministry-for-linking-textiles-

with-employment-scheme-

113092900777_1.html 
Date Accessed: 30.09.2013 

(Shruti Issar) 
 

 

 

Bihar Gets Rs.100 

Crore to Develop 

“Gandhi Circuit” 
(Bihar Times, 27 September, 2013) 
 

Bihar  government has received 

Rs.100 crore from the centre to 

develop Champaran districts, where 

Mahatma Gandhi launched his 

satyagraha movement against the 

British rule in 1917, as a ‘Gandhi 

circuit’ to attract tourists, particularly 

foreigners. The government has 

decided to utilize the funds to develop 

places associated with Gandhi during 

his Satyagraha movement in 

Champaran. All places associated with 

Gandhi during his Satyagraha 

movement in Champaran would be 

developed as  part of the Gandhi 

circuit. 

 

“There is also a plan for revival of 

Gandhi's basic schools in Champaran, 

since those schools are in shambles 

now”. The schools were set up by 

Gandhi to impart basic education to 

boys and girls in rural areas. They 

were also meant to provide vocational 

training in spinning, carpentry, 

farming, weaving and leatherwork so 

that people could live with self respect 

and dignity. 

 

The Bihar government also plans to 

celebrate the centenary year of the 

Mahatma's Satyagraha against British 

rule in 2017 on a large scale. 

 

http://www.bihartimes.in/Newsbihar/2

013/Sep/newsbihar27Sep8.html 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

GOVERNMENT 

 

Pawar Calls for 

Complete Revamp 

of PDS 
(The Hindu, October 1, 2013) 
  

Agriculture Minister Sharad Pawar 

said the successful implementation of 

http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2013/10/03/tripura-to-check-religious-structures-on-govt-land/
http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2013/10/03/tripura-to-check-religious-structures-on-govt-land/
http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2013/10/03/tripura-to-check-religious-structures-on-govt-land/
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/ministry-for-linking-textiles-with-employment-scheme-113092900777_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/ministry-for-linking-textiles-with-employment-scheme-113092900777_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/ministry-for-linking-textiles-with-employment-scheme-113092900777_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/ministry-for-linking-textiles-with-employment-scheme-113092900777_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/ministry-for-linking-textiles-with-employment-scheme-113092900777_1.html
http://www.bihartimes.in/Newsbihar/2013/Sep/newsbihar27Sep8.html
http://www.bihartimes.in/Newsbihar/2013/Sep/newsbihar27Sep8.html
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 the world’s largest social welfare 

scheme should be ‘enshrined’ on 

strong domestic production and not on 

imported grains. While addressing the 

state food minister’s conference on 

food law Mr. Pawar said high 

domestic production of foodgrains 

will obviate the need for imports that 

may distort international prices. 

  

On improving distribution, Mr. Pawar 

said, “Distribution side involving 

procurement, transportation, storage 

and distribution is an extremely 

voluminous and multi-layer system 

posing tremendous challenge to the 

administration. This makes it 

vulnerable at every stage.” 

  

The Minister urged the state 

governments to address five aspects- 

production, procurement, 

transportation, shortage and 

distribution. It would not be a good 

idea to have a central tailor-made 

approach for re-engineering the 

distribution system. The state should 

gear up to plug loopholes with the use 

of appropriate and innovative 

technology. “But each state must take 

up the agenda in a mission mode to 

implement the food security act in its 

true spirit,” he suggested. 

  

Mr. Pawar said the future demand of 

food can be met only if farmers are 

assured of the support price and 

procurement, especially in eastern 

states. The Minister stressed the need 

to safeguard farmers’ interest by 

opening more procurement centres and 

ensure direct payment to farmers. He 

argued for complete re-engineering of 

the existing public distribution system 

(PDS) so as to ensure each and every 

grain reaches the right beneficiary. 

  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/nation

al/pawar-calls-for-complete-revamp-

of-

pds/article5189436.ece?homepage=tru

e 

 Date Accessed: 01.10.2013 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECURITY 

 

BSF Steps Up Vigil 

in Punjab Border 

Areas Close To 

Jammu 
(Punjab Newsline, 29 September, 

2013) 
 

BSF has tightened security along 

frontier regions. This move comes 

after three soldiers, a lieutenant 

colonel and six others were allegedly 

killed by militant firing in Samba. 

 

Although the border areas like the 

Dhinda post, which is just 12-15 kms 

away from Samba, are already heavily 

armoured and secured in terms of 

surveillance and observation systems, 

the area of vigilance has been widened 

given its unstable past. 

 

These steps are meant to secure the 

region against terrorist activities 

suspected to originate from Masrur 

Bara Bhai viilage in Pakistan- 

allegedly a base for training terrorists 

by the Inter-service Intelligence(ISI). 

 

http://www.punjabnewsline.com/punja

b/bsf-steps-up-vigil-in-punjab-border-

areas-close-to-jammu/87552 

 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

CONNECTIVITY 
 

Pan-India 

Portability in 6 

Months: TRAI 
(First Post, 26 September, 2013) 
 

Telecom regulator TRAI 

recommended full mobile number 

portability within six months across 

the country.. This will help the 

customer to keep his mobile number 

same but switch to any operator, even 

if that operator does not operate in his 

telecom circle. 

Now the number portability is only 

partial, as a customer wanting to 

change operator must choose between 

only those operators which are present 

in his circle.  Implementation of 

TRAI’s recommendations would lead 

to acceptance of a porting request by 

the Recipient Operator from a mobile 

number belonging to any of the circles 

of the country. But the customer’s 

concerns like higher call charges and 

possible subscriber complaints 

because of glitches in full MNP were 

not addressed by TRAI. 

 

The TRAI has asked telecom 

companies to develop a website so 

that  query for a given telephone 

number can be given which will 

provide information about the current 

serving operator/circle for the called 

number. It has suggested that the 

Department of Telecom may carry out 

necessary changes in the existing 

Mobile Number Portability License 

for telecoms and any other changes 

needed so that full MNP is active 

within the next six months. 
 
http://www.firstpost.com/business/trai

-for-pan-india-portability-in-6-

months-what-it-means-for-you-

1132787.html?utm_source=ref_article 

Date Accessed: 01.10.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

EDUCATION 

 

CBSE circular 

directs schools to 

tell students about 

career options in 

forces                                                                         
(Express News Service, The Indian 

Express, September, 27, 2013) 
 

The Central Board of Secondary 

Education (CBSE) has directed 

schools to expose them to information 

on defense forces. The board has even 

suggested a book on the Indian Army 

by the National Council for 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pawar-calls-for-complete-revamp-of-pds/article5189436.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pawar-calls-for-complete-revamp-of-pds/article5189436.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pawar-calls-for-complete-revamp-of-pds/article5189436.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pawar-calls-for-complete-revamp-of-pds/article5189436.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pawar-calls-for-complete-revamp-of-pds/article5189436.ece?homepage=true
http://www.punjabnewsline.com/punjab/bsf-steps-up-vigil-in-punjab-border-areas-close-to-jammu/87552
http://www.punjabnewsline.com/punjab/bsf-steps-up-vigil-in-punjab-border-areas-close-to-jammu/87552
http://www.punjabnewsline.com/punjab/bsf-steps-up-vigil-in-punjab-border-areas-close-to-jammu/87552
http://www.firstpost.com/business/trai-for-pan-india-portability-in-6-months-what-it-means-for-you-1132787.html?utm_source=ref_article
http://www.firstpost.com/business/trai-for-pan-india-portability-in-6-months-what-it-means-for-you-1132787.html?utm_source=ref_article
http://www.firstpost.com/business/trai-for-pan-india-portability-in-6-months-what-it-means-for-you-1132787.html?utm_source=ref_article
http://www.firstpost.com/business/trai-for-pan-india-portability-in-6-months-what-it-means-for-you-1132787.html?utm_source=ref_article
http://www.indianexpress.com/columnist/ens/
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 Educational Research and Training 

with "a view to attract young students 

to serve in Armed Forces". 

 
A circular, dated September 12, was 

issued to all institutions affiliated to 

CBSE. Students of classes XI and XII 

must be provided guidance on various 

career options. 

 

Sadhana Parashar, Director 

(Academic, Research, Training and 

Innovation) said in the circular, "In 

addition to other possible career 

options, the schools must also expose 

students to challenging and satisfying 

career in the Armed Forces under 

General Foundation Course,"  The 

students are required to study the 

'General Foundation Course' for which 

two periods have been set aside every 

week. 
 

Parashar's circular said, "This would 

help inculcate a defense services work 

ethos which is characterised by 

diligence, perseverance, dedication, a 

regimented way of life and, above all, 

resilience and humility," 
 
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/c

bse-circular-directs-schools-to-tell-

studen/1174898/ 
Date Accessed: 01.10.2013 
(Jeet Singh) 

 

Women’s 

Education in India 

Can Bring Down U-

5 Mortality by 

61%: UNESCO 
(Trithesh Nandan, GovernanceNow, 

September 24, 2013) 
 
The United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organisation in 

its latest report titled ‘Education 

Transforms Lives’ has stated that child 

mortality rates in India would have 

been down by three-fifths had women 

in the country completed secondary 

education. 
 
The report states that ‘if all women in 

India had completed secondary 

education, the under- five mortality 

rate would be 61% lower.’  

Highlighting education as a powerful 

means of improving children’s health, 

the report states that educated mothers 

are better informed about specific 

diseases and hence they are more 

equipped to take measures to prevent 

them. 
 
The report also points that children in 

India still lack equal access to 

education. It says that the quality of 

education improves economic growth. 

The study also highlights that if India 

had equality in education, over 40 

years per capita income would be 23% 

higher. 
 
http://governancenow.com/views/thin

k-tanks/womens-education-india-can-

bring-down-u-5-mortality-61-percent-

unesco 
Date Accessed: 30. 09.2013 
(Deepti Somani) 
 

Delhi Schools 

Violating RTE 

Norms: Survey 
(The Hindu, 01 October, 2013 
 

A study conducted in six districts of 

Delhi, covering 131 schools, by a non-

government organisation Child Rights 

and You (CRY) revealed that 

“Provisions of the Right to Education 

(RTE) Act are being violated in 

various government educational 

institutions in the Capital.” It noted 

several infrastructural gaps in schools. 

While the act specifies that there 

should be 40 students in a classroom, 

the study revealed that 80-120 

children were made to sit in a single 

classroom.’ 

“The ideal student-teacher ratio is 

40:1, but it is not maintained in 

corporation and government schools 

because there have been no new 

appointments since the inception of 

the Act,” notes the report. 

 

 “Outdoor game facilities were not 

available in 28 per cent schools. In 

West Delhi, 80 per cent schools did 

not have the facilities, whereas in East 

and North-East, half of the sample 

schools did not have them at all. In 

South Delhi, 30 per cent schools did 

not have outdoor game facilities. Also, 

indoor game facilities were absent in 

28 per cent schools. Twenty-four per 

cent schools did not have a library; 83 

per cent in East Delhi and 80 per cent 

in West Delhi lacked this facility.” 

 

According to the report, “Only 44 per 

cent had clean toilets, the unhygienic 

toilets in government schools is one of 

the major reasons of school drop outs. 

Denial of admission was another 

major issue observed during the 

survey.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/

Delhi/delhi-schools-violating-rte-

norms-survey/article5188939.ece 

Date Accessed: 01.10.2013 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

 

 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/cbse-circular-directs-schools-to-tell-studen/1174898/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/cbse-circular-directs-schools-to-tell-studen/1174898/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/cbse-circular-directs-schools-to-tell-studen/1174898/
http://governancenow.com/views/think-tanks/womens-education-india-can-bring-down-u-5-mortality-61-percent-unesco
http://governancenow.com/views/think-tanks/womens-education-india-can-bring-down-u-5-mortality-61-percent-unesco
http://governancenow.com/views/think-tanks/womens-education-india-can-bring-down-u-5-mortality-61-percent-unesco
http://governancenow.com/views/think-tanks/womens-education-india-can-bring-down-u-5-mortality-61-percent-unesco
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/delhi-schools-violating-rte-norms-survey/article5188939.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/delhi-schools-violating-rte-norms-survey/article5188939.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/delhi-schools-violating-rte-norms-survey/article5188939.ece
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HEALTH 

  

Delhi Government’s 

Deworming Drive 

to Cover 3.6 Million 

Children 

(The Economic Times, 24 

September, 2013) 

 

Delhi government launched the 

second-ever mass deworming of 

children under the Chacha Nehru 

Sehat Yojana (CNSY), launched last 

year, which aims at providing free and 

comprehensive health services to all 

school-age children. The program is 

expected to cover 3.6 million children 

in anganwadis, government, municipal 

and cantonment schools. 

  

Health of children is a major concern 

for the state government. Soil-

transmitted worms are the most 

common infestations in pre-school and 

school-age children from poor 

communities which lead to anaemia, 

malnutrition, retarded physical and 

mental development, reduced 

educational achievement and reduced 

productivity as adults. 

 

More than  4,000 government, 

municipal, NDMC and cantonment 

schools will participate in the 

program. Over 11,000 anganwadi 

centres will cover around one million 

preschool children. “The program has 

received technical support from global 

non-profit body, Deworm the World 

Initiative (DtWI) and its India partner, 

Action Foundation for Social Services 

(AFSS).” DtWI has facilitated a 

donation of 37 lakh albendazole 

tablets. Another 15 lakh tablets have 

been procured by the Delhi 

government for the pre-school age 

group. A "mop-up day" is also 

planned for those who miss the 

medicine on the scheduled day. 

  

http://articles.economictimes.indiatim

es.com/2013-09-

24/news/42361531_1_tablets-

programme-children 

Date Accessed: 28.09.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

Hospitals Source of 

5.2 Million Injuries 

in India: Report 
(DNA, September 24, 2013) 

 

Bringing back into focus the falling 

state of public and private health-care 

systems in the country, a report from 

Harvard School of Public Health has 

claimed that hospitals in India are the 

biggest source of the 5.2 million 

injuries every year. 

 

The report states that globally 43 

million people fall prey to these 

mishaps, resulting in the loss of nearly 

23 million years of healthy life 

whereas nearly 3 million people in 

India lose their lives annually owing 

to wrong medication, hospital-

acquired infections and blood clots 

formed in the patients’ bodies due to 

long periods of immobility at medical 

institutions. 

 

The author describes medical 

negligence as the heart of this crisis 

and points out how private hospitals 

by making health care expensive have 

been exploiting that people who avoid 

the low-cost treatment offered by 

government facilities because of their 

lack of hygiene, manpower and 

equipment. 

 

On several occasions, the courts have 

forced hospitals and doctors to cough 

up huge compensation money.  Angry 

relatives often vandalise hospitals and 

beat up doctors when they lose their 

dear ones to medical negligence. 

 

The author also applauds the courts in 

ordering compensation in cases of 

medical negligence and brings our 

attention to the fact that even though 

India is considered as the hub of 

medical tourism, the States and the 

Centre have not adequately invested in 

basic health care facilities and have 

allowed private enterprises to do 

roaring business at the cost of the poor 

and the underprivileged instead of 

setting up more hospitals and 

refurbishing existing ones. 

 

The author concludes that a robust 

health-care network, not just in cities 

and towns, but also in remote villages, 

would be a concrete step towards 

nation-building. 

 

http://www.dnaindia.com/analysis/189

3113/editorial-dna-edit-burden-of-

medical-negligence 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

Maternal Health 

Care Crumbling in 

India 
(Sayantana Bera, Down to Earth, 30 

September, 2013) 
 

Early September, 52 children died 

within a week at super speciality B C 

Roy Children’s Hospital in Kolkata. 

Most were less than a year old and 

grossly underweight. They were 

admitted to the hospital with birth 

asphyxia, acute respiratory distress 

and septicemia. Infant deaths in West 

Bengal’s only super specialty hospital 

underscrore an urgent need to improve 

healthcare facilities in rural areas. 

 

“The hospital gets over 800 children 

in its outpatient department every day, 

of which about 70 get admitted. Ailing 

newborns are brought from far-off 

southern Bengal districts—Howrah, 

South and North 24 Parganas, East 

and West Midnapore, Nadia and even 

Murshidabad, which is over 250 km 

away.” 

 

Lack of infrastructure is one of the 

major problems in rural areas. Most 

patients in rural parts have a tough 

time finding good health care 

facilities. In Kolkata against the need 

for 2,166 primary health centres 

(PHCs), the state has only 909. Many 

of the PHCs face a shortage of staff 

which includes specialist doctors- 

gynaecologists and paediatricians. 

 

Primary care for expecting mothers 

also depicts a sorry picture. According 

to District-level Household and 

Facility Survey-3, in 2007-2008 only 

18 per cent pregnant women 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Delhi%20government
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/deworming
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/deworming
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-09-24/news/42361531_1_tablets-programme-children
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-09-24/news/42361531_1_tablets-programme-children
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-09-24/news/42361531_1_tablets-programme-children
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-09-24/news/42361531_1_tablets-programme-children
http://www.dnaindia.com/analysis/1893113/editorial-dna-edit-burden-of-medical-negligence
http://www.dnaindia.com/analysis/1893113/editorial-dna-edit-burden-of-medical-negligence
http://www.dnaindia.com/analysis/1893113/editorial-dna-edit-burden-of-medical-negligence
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 underwent full ante-natal checkup, 

complete with tetanus injection and 

iron and folic acid tablets. It has been 

widely witnessed that anaemic 

mothers bear sick infants. 

 

Central schemes like ICDS are not 

benefitting the maternal health care. 

“According to the latest ICDS figures, 

only 76 per cent of the sanctioned 

ICDS centres in West Bengal provide 

the service. The all-India average is 89 

per cent. As per NFHS-3, only 25 per 

cent pregnant women receive any 

form of supplementary nutrition from 

anganwari centres in rural areas.” The 

food served does not fulfil the 

nutrition criteria and there is lack of 

regular health monitoring. The 

incident is a reminder for the 

Government to strengthen the Central 

schemes especially NRHM to respond 

to the health crisis. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/conten

t/referred-die 

Date Accessed: 2.10.2013 

(Simi Sunny) 

 

Virus Detection: 

Most Blood Banks 

Crippled in Kerala 
(Shankar C.G, The New Indian 

Express, 01 October, 2013) 
 

As another National Blood Donation 

Day is observed on 1st October  blood 

transfusion remains a totally risky 

affair in Kerala. Many people in the 

state have been infected with HIV and 

Hepatitis B&C following blood 

transfusions, exposing flaws in the 

present system and even questioning 

the point of blood donation. 

 

“Except the IMA blood bank at 

Ernakulam, no blood bank in Kerala 

has facilities to detect HIV or 

Hepatitis virus in the donor’s blood 

during the window period (when 

viruses remain in blood and cannot be 

detected through blood tests).” For 

HIV, the window period is six months 

and for hepatitis virus, 35 days. If a 

person donates blood during this 

period, viruses will be transmitted to 

the recipient. According to Dr V P 

Sasidharan, head of the Immuno 

Haematology and Blood Bank 

Department at the Kozhikode Medical 

College Hospital, counselling the 

donors is the best available solution to 

the issue in this scenario. “The process 

helps to categorise donors as risk 

group and non-risk group by taking 

into account their past lives and 

backgrounds” he added. 

 

http://newindianexpress.com/states/ker

ala/Virus-detection-Most-blood-

banks-

crippled/2013/10/01/article1812436.ec

e 

Date Accessed: 01.10.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

FAO, OIE and 

WHO Unite for 

Rabies Control 

Awareness 
(Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the United Nations, 27 September, 

2013) 
 

On World Rabies Day (28 

September), the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations 

(FAO), the World Organisation for 

Animal Health (OIE) and the World 

Health Organization (WHO) unite in 

their goal to eliminate human rabies 

and control the disease in animals. 

Every year, an estimated 60,000 

people die an agonizing death from 

rabies, many of whom are children 

bitten by rabies-infected dogs. 

 

“Safe, efficacious and affordable dog 

rabies vaccines are available, and 

countries embarking on rabies 

elimination need easy access to 

quality-assured dog vaccines for 

vaccination campaigns and for 

outbreak management. Vaccine banks 

can help facilitate procurement and 

deliveries.” Elimination of rabies 

requires consistent and sustained 

commitment, underpinned by strong 

health and veterinary systems. FAO, 

OIE and WHO are working together 

to raise global awareness and 

commitment to step-up the fight 

against rabies. 

 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item

/198087/icode/ 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

Lancet:  6 Lakh 

HIV Infections 

Prevented by Gates 

Foundation’s 

Avahan India 

Project 
(Ramya Kannan, The Hindu, 30 

September, 2013) 
  

“The Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation-funded Avahan 

programme may have prevented over 

6 lakh HIV infections in India over 10 

years, according to a report in Lancet 

Global Health. The Avahan India 

AIDS Initiative was launched in 2003, 

as a large scale, targeted intervention 

prevention programme and was 

implemented in Andhra Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Manipur 

and Nagaland. The study looked at 69 

districts in Andhra Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Karnataka and Tamil 

Nadu. 

  

Avahan worked with State 

government agencies and local non-

governmental agencies to work with 

high-risk groups, including female sex 

workers and men who have sex with 

men. There were other components 

that included reaching out to truck 

drivers and injecting drug users. The 

beneficial effect occurred through 

increased condom use, which was 

brought about by removing barriers to 

use. This was achieved with 

distribution of condoms, social 

marketing of condoms, peer outreach, 

treatment of sexually transmitted 

infections, and community 

mobilisation.” 

  

The authors of the report say that “in 

an era focused on antiretroviral 

therapy as prevention, these results 

show that behaviour-focused, core 

group targeted HIV preventive 

interventions can be rapidly and 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/referred-die
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/referred-die
http://newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/Virus-detection-Most-blood-banks-crippled/2013/10/01/article1812436.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/Virus-detection-Most-blood-banks-crippled/2013/10/01/article1812436.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/Virus-detection-Most-blood-banks-crippled/2013/10/01/article1812436.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/Virus-detection-Most-blood-banks-crippled/2013/10/01/article1812436.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/Virus-detection-Most-blood-banks-crippled/2013/10/01/article1812436.ece
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/198087/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/198087/icode/
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 successfully implemented at scale. 

With high coverage, these 

programmes have the potential to 

substantially reduce concentrated HIV 

epidemics.” 

  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/nation

al/avahan-india-project-prevented-

over-6-lakh-hiv-infections-

lancet/article5182978.ece?homepage=

true 

Date Accessed: 1.10.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

  

Assam Government 

to Vaccinate Adults 

Against 

Encephalitis 
(Smita Bhattacharya, The 

Telegraph, 30 September, 2013) 
 

The state government has decided to 

vaccinate adults in five regions where 

encephalitis in adults has lead to 

deaths in the past few years. 

 

The state government is said to have 

released a sum of Rs 20 crore to get 

vaccines from China. The vaccination 

is supposed to begin December 

onwards if the supply arrives on time. 

 

The state health ministry has also 

suggested the project to the Centre so 

that a similar vaccination drive for all 

the adults of the nation. 

 

The project has been inspired out of a 

report by the Regional Medical 

Research Council (RMRC), Lahowal, 

under the Indian Council of Medical 

Research (ICMR) in Dibrugarh, that 

established Japanese encephalitis 

vaccine safe for grown-ups as well. 

 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/11309

30/jsp/frontpage/story_17406694.jsp#.

UkkABIY3Cdg 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

 

 

 

 

URBAN 

 

India can Build 

Competitive and 

Sustainable Cities, 

says New World 

Bank Report 

(The World Bank, 23 September, 

2013) 
 

“Better land policy, improvement in 

infrastructure services and faster 

connectivity are the three critical 

areas” that can help India reap 

maximum benefits that accompany 

urbanisation, emphasises T. 

Vishwanath, co author of “India’s 

Urbanization beyond Municipal 

Boundaries- a World Bank Report”. 

The report finds that rural areas 

adjacent to metropolitan cities are 

witnessing faster economic growth 

and higher employment generation 

than the mega-cities themselves- a 

trend which is termed as 

“suburbanisation”. 

 

According to report, “existing data 

suggests that the seven largest 

metropolitan cities in the country did 

not increase their overall shares in 

national employment between 1993 

and 2006. While the largest 

metropolitan centres (Mumbai, Delhi, 

Bangalore, Kolkata, Chennai, 

Hyderabad, and Ahmedabad) saw a 

16% loss in manufacturing jobs 

between 1998 and 2005, job growth in 

suburban and secondary towns and 

villages, (close to the metropolitan 

areas), was 12% and 45% 

respectively.” 

 

The report highlights challenges that 

hurt “productivity, mobility, and 

livability” in mega cities. Such 

“suburbanization” is leading to 

stagnation in of metropolitan centres 

where land -management policies are 

limiting the extent and intensity of 

further industrialisation, expansion of 

commerce and better housing. There 

are economic factors that add to this 

trend- freight rates levied between the 

metropolitan core and its periphery are 

very high. Also, “access to 

infrastructure and facilities -- water, 

electricity, and sanitation -- is much 

worse at the urban periphery 

compared with the core.” 

 

The report suggests the need for better 

coordination between planning for 

land use and infrastructure planning, 

so that densification of metropolitan 

areas and infrastructure development 

take place simultaneously. It 

recommends the need of institutional 

reforms that would help service 

providers recover costs and reach out 

to poorer neighbourhoods and 

peripheral areas. “Redeveloping 

existing cities and accommodating 

demand for urban expansion is equally 

important,” said Vishwanath. It also 

suggests that the physical connectivity 

between metropolitan hubs and their 

peripheries should be strengthened to 

attract more people and businesses and 

make it economically viable. 

 

The report cites the example of 

Colombia- where tariff reforms in the 

water sector have helped in recovering 

costs- which can inspire urban projects 

in India. “With almost 90% of 

households in Colombia having 

metered connections, price increases 

nearly halved demand, and that, in 

turn, allowed expanding service 

coverage without requiring major new 

infrastructure.” 

 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/pr

ess-release/2013/09/23/india-can-

build-competitive-sustainable-cities-

new-world-bank-report 

Date Accessed: 27.09.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 
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http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2013/09/23/india-can-build-competitive-sustainable-cities-new-world-bank-report
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2013/09/23/india-can-build-competitive-sustainable-cities-new-world-bank-report
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2013/09/23/india-can-build-competitive-sustainable-cities-new-world-bank-report
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Slum Population 

Rises; Slums have 

Better Child Sex 

Ratio than Urban 

India 
(The Economic Times, 03 October, 

2013) 

 
Over a third of the slum population in 

India lives without any basic facility 

being provided by the state as the 

slums are not recognized. In states like 

Rajasthan, Gujarat and Bihar, several 

lakhs of slum population remains 

unrecognized by the state 

governments.  

 

For the first time, the 2011 census data 

identified slum dwellers living in areas 

outside those notified or recognized as 

slums by state or local authorities. 

With the new method, the number 

of towns having slums has gone up 

from 1,743 in 2001 to 2,613 in 2011. 

Maharashtra has the highest slum 

population followed by Andhra 

Pradesh, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh 

and Tamil Nadu. 

The proportion of slum population to 

urban population has fallen slightly 

with the slum population growing at a 

slower pace than urban areas as a 

whole. The household size of slums 

has witnessed higher reduction and is 

now at par with and non-slum urban 

areas, which is about 4.7.    

 

The literacy rate in slums too has 

gone up to 78%. The jump in female 

literacy in slums (from 63% to 72%) is 

higher than the increase in male 

literacy from 80% to 84%. However, 

literacy rate is lower than 70% in 

slums in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 

Rajasthan, Arunachal Pradesh and 

Jammu & Kashmir.  

 

About one in five persons in a slum 

is from the scheduled caste, a share 

that has increased in the last one 

decade. 

 

India's slums have a far better child 

sex ratio of 922 girls per 1,000 boys 

than the non-slum urban 

population, for which the figure is 

902. 

The available data does not make it 

clear whether this sudden increase in 

the sex ratio of the slum population is 

because of a change in the ground 

situation or because several new areas 

covering large number of people have 

been included under the category of 

"identified slums". 

 

It is the better off communities and 

populations with access to sex 

determination technologies and 

reproductive services who have the 

worst sex ratios in India. This pattern 

holds up even within the slum 

population, with the scheduled tribes 

having the best sex ratio of 985, 

followed by the scheduled castes with 

a sex ratio of 959, way better than the 

rest of the population with a sex ratio 

of 918. 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/

news/news-by-industry/et-cetera/33-

of-slum-population-live-without-

basic-

facilities/articleshow/23440441.cms 

Date Accessed: 03.10.2013 

(Amrutha Jose Pampackal) 

 

TRANSPORT 

Government 

Intensifies Effort to 

Set Up UMTA and 

UTF 

(Press Information Bureau, 01 

October, 2013) 
 

The Ministry of Urban Development 

is speeding up the process to finalize 

mechanisms for setting up Urban 

Metropolitan Transport Authority 

(UMTA) and Urban Transport Fund 

(UTF).  

 

UMTAs and UTF are to be set up to 

ensure coordinated planning and 

implementation of urban transport 

programmes and projects and an 

integrated management of urban 

transport systems. A national 

workshop in Delhi, held to sensitize 

transport professionals and city 

officials on UMTA and UTF, dwelt on 

drafting the policy and manuals of 

UMTA and UTF needed to finance the 

required investment in Sustainable 

Urban Transport.” 

 

The Workshop saw participation of 

senior officials from the Ministry of 

Urban Development, representatives 

from the World Bank and UNDP, 

sixty senior officials from concerned 

departments, development authorities 

and municipal corporations from 

various States/UTs. 

 

Views on  legal, institutional, 

financial, organisational and 

functional aspects were obtained by 

the participants as to whether UMTA 

could be a statutory authority 

responsible directly to the state 

government and functions that should 

be assigned to the UMTAs, for 

coordinating multi-modal transport, 

master plans, urban transport 

standards and regulate fees and fares. 

 

Currently there are 53 urban 

agglomerates of more than ten lakh 

population but only 15 UMTAs exist 

and there is limited progress in 

establishing UTFs. UMTAs were set 

up through legislation, only for 

Chennai and Hyderabad; other 

UMTAs have been set up through 

executive orders. 

 

Three representative cities of different 

size will be identified and provided 

city specific manuals for setting up 

UMTA and UTF and the existing 

UMTAs would be considered for 

strengthening.” 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?

relid=99792 

Date Accessed: 02.10.2013 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-industry/et-cetera/33-of-slum-population-live-without-basic-facilities/articleshow/23440441.cms
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http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-industry/et-cetera/33-of-slum-population-live-without-basic-facilities/articleshow/23440441.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-industry/et-cetera/33-of-slum-population-live-without-basic-facilities/articleshow/23440441.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-industry/et-cetera/33-of-slum-population-live-without-basic-facilities/articleshow/23440441.cms
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=99792
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=99792
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INDUSTRY 

Construction of 

Massive Steel Plant 

in India Must be 

Halted Immediately 

– UN Experts 
(UN News Centre, 01 October, 2013) 
 

United Nations independent experts 

on 1
st
 October called on Indian 

authorities to immediately halt the 

construction of a massive steel plant in 

Odisha which threatens to displace 

more than 22,000 people in 

Jagatsinghpur district and disrupt the 

livelihoods of thousands more in the 

surrounding area. 

 

 “We call on the Government of India 

to live up to its ‘duty to protect’ and 

suspend the POSCO project while the 

alleged human rights concerns are 

being examined and addressed,” said 

the experts, bringing attention to the 

Indian Government, POSCO and the 

Republic of Korea where POSCO is 

based . 

 

The construction of steel plant was 

criticised by UN Special Rapporteurs 

on various issues. They pointed out 

that the plan should not leave people 

homeless, should not deprive them of 

their means of subsistence and 

livelihood and should not leave people 

impoverished in the name of 

development. Also, projects like these 

should not go ahead without the 

meaningful participation and consent 

of the community affected. 

 

They also urged POSCO to respect 

human rights throughout all stages of 

their activities, ensure meaningful 

consultations with potentially affected 

stakeholders, carry out a human rights 

impact assessment, and incorporate its 

findings into the project operations in 

order to avoid, mitigate, and ensure 

remedy for any human rights impact. 

 

“The POSCO steel project would also 

affect access to water and sanitation 

for residents in the area as it would 

withdraw an estimated 38 million 

litres (10 million gallons) of water 

every day from the water sources that 

supply the nearby cities of Cuttack 

and Bhubaneswar.” 

 

People in the project-affected area 

have reportedly been subjected to 

violence as a result of their activities 

to assemble peacefully and 

collectively defend their human rights. 

 

The UN Independent Expert on the 

promotion of a democratic and 

equitable international order, Alfred 

de Zayas, noted that respect for human 

rights requires transparent and 

accountable institutions and 

governance as well as the effective 

participation of all individuals and 

civil society. 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.as

p?NewsID=46156&Cr=india&Cr1=#.

Uk1d6oZQFM8 

Date Accessed: 01.10.2013 

(Amrutha Jose Pampackal) 

 

SPORTS 

 

Scheme for Human 

Resources 

Development in 

Sports 

(Press Information Bureau, 01 

September, 2013) 
  

The Ministry of Youth Affairs & 

Sports has revised the existing scheme 

relating to ‘Talent Search & Training’ 

as ‘Scheme of Human Resources 

Development in Sports’. Minister of 

Youth Affairs and Sports Shri Jitendra 

Singh said, “the Government intends 

to give focus on developing human 

resources in sports sciences and sports 

medicine for the overall development 

of sports and games in the country. 

This will help the country be self 

reliant in these fields over a period of 

time in general and meet the 

requirements of the proposed National 

Institute of Sports Sciences and 

Medicines in particular.” 

  

 The Scheme will cover the following 

areas:  

1) Award Fellowships for 

specialized studies at Masters’ 

and Doctoral levels in: 

a) Biomechanics 

b) Kinesiology                                                                                                                                       

  

c) Anthropometry                                                                                                                                

  

d) Exercise Physiology                                                                                                                        

  

e) Sports Psychology                                                                                                                           

  

f) General theory & method of 

training (GTMT)                                                                          

  

g) Sports Medicine                                                                                                                               

  

h) Sports Nutrition                                                                                                                                

  

i) Anti Doping 

2) Award Fellowships/Scholarships 

to sports specialists, coaches, 

support personnel and match     

officials for specialized studies in 

the respective areas 

3) Financial grant for Research 

Projects relevant to sports and 

games  

4) Financial grant for Publication 

works/journals of high standard 

directly linked to sports and 

games 

5) Financial assistance for attending 

international Seminars, 

Conferences and Workshops on 

sports related matters 

6) Holding Seminars, Conferences, 

Workshops and Camps on sports 

related matters in the country 

 

The revised scheme, to be 

implemented on pilot mode during the 

12th Plan period, has an estimated 

expenditure of Rs 45 crore, which will 

be met by the total plan outlay of the 

Department.  The target is to give 10 

such fellowships every year. 

 

Details of the Scheme, the list of the 

selected Universities / Institutions and 

of admissible assistance are at the 

Ministry’s website www.yas.nic.in. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?

relid=99777 

Date Accessed: 02.10.2013 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46156&Cr=india&Cr1=#.Uk1d6oZQFM8
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46156&Cr=india&Cr1=#.Uk1d6oZQFM8
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46156&Cr=india&Cr1=#.Uk1d6oZQFM8
http://www.yas.nic.in/
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=99777
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=99777
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Bihar Plans to 

Invest Rs 28,000 

crore on Power 

over the Next 5 

Years 

 (Satyavrat Mishra, Business 

Standard, September 29, 2013) 
  

This article highlights steps taken by 

the government of Bihar to revamp its 

power sector. It also serves as an 

example for other states facing similar 

problems in their power sector. 

  

Bihar has the highest transmission and 

distribution losses in the country. 

According to government data, the 

state loses almost half of its power 

even before it reaches consumers. 

  

Steps Planned: 

 Invest Rs 10,000 crore on 

replacing obsolete power 

infrastructure 

 Give the distribution network 

of almost 70 towns to private 

hands to improve its revenue 

collection 

 Invest Rs 5,500 crores on 

replacement of old 

transmission lines and 

construction of new grids and 

substations 

 

"We have taken up the work as a 

challenge," says Power minister 

Vijayendra Yadav, "Our first priority 

is to connect every village with 

electricity by 2015. Besides, we are 

also working on revamping our old 

transmission and distribution (T&D) 

system." 

 

http://www.business-

standard.com/article/economy-

policy/bihar-plans-to-invest-rs-28-

000-crore-on-power-sector-in-next-5-

years-113092900778_1.html 

 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2013 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

 

Net-Enabled Mobile 

Phones to be 

Distributed under 

MGNREGA 

(PTI, September 29, 2013) 
 

“Net-enabled mobile phones could 

soon be provided to 2.5 crore people 

under the Mahatma Gandhi National 

Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

(MGNREGA) scheme. The scheme to 

be launched ahead of the 2014 Lok 

Sabha elections is aimed at enhancing 

tele-density in rural areas. 

 

According to the proposal, one person 

per family registered under 

MGNREGA scheme will be provided 

with the cellphone for which a 

recharge of Rs 30 per month will be 

provided for free for two years. This 

will entitle the users 30 minutes of 

airtime, 30 SMSes and 30 Mbps net or 

data usage per month. If users cross 

the Rs30 limit, they will have to get a 

recharge at their own cost. To get the 

cellphone, the beneficiary will have to 

pay Rs 300. 

 

Sources claim that the government 

will prefer to provide  cellphones to a 

woman member of the beneficiary 

family. The scheme will be funded by 

Universal Service Obligation Fund 

(USOF) at a cost of Rs4, 850 crore 

spread over a period of four years to 

cover 2.5 crore beneficiaries. 

 

Universal Service Obligation is access 

to telecom service to people in rural 

and remote areas at affordable and 

reasonable prices. 25 lakh people will 

be provided with the handsets in the 

first year, while 50 lakh more 

beneficiaries will be added in the next 

year. The cellphone is likely to cost 

Rs1, 200 for which Bharat Sanchar 

Nigam Limited (BSNL)—the service 

provider—will undertake competitive 

bidding. 

 

The scheme would enable people in 

rural areas to access information 

related to agriculture, healthcare, 

education, financial services, skill 

development and employment. 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/P0P

qw4UPMPlK59zId7py9N/Netenabled

-mobile-phones-to-be-distributed-

under-MGNREGA.html 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

 ENVIRONMENT 
 

Ban on Earth 

Mining for Bricks 

and Roads: NGT 
(Business Standard, 28 September, 

2013) 
 

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) 

has banned digging of earth across the 

country for making bricks and roads 

without prior environment clearance 

(EC). Previously, NGT banned sand 

mining from river beds without EC 

about a little more than a month back. 

A bench headed by Justice P 

Jyothimani has directed the Chief 

Secretaries of all the states and union 

territories to ensure that its interim 

order is adhered to. 

 

“We restrain any person, company and 

authority to carry out any such digging 

activities of brick earth or ordinary 

earth against the directives issued by 

the environment ministry on June 24, 

in any part of the country without 

obtaining EC from the competent 

authority. The chief secretaries of all 

states/union territories are to ensure 

strict adherence to this order,” it said. 

According to the petition, Ministry of 

Environment and Forests (MoEF) in 

its office memorandum to the states 

has directed that digging of earth for 

making bricks and roads requires EC 

from the competent authority. 

 

http://www.business-

standard.com/article/economy-

policy/ban-on-earth-mining-for-

bricks-and-roads-ngt-

113092800375_1.html 

  
Date Accessed: 30.09.2013 

(Shruti Issar) 
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Livestock is Major 

Contributor to 

Global Warming: 

UN 

(Live Mint, 26 September, 2013) 
 

A recent report by UN Food agency 

revealed that livestock farming 

contributes  upto 14.5% of all human-

caused greenhouse gas emissions 

which is equivalent to around 144 

million tonnes of oil. 

 

The report found that the biggest 

source of emissions was in feed 

production and processing, around 

45% of the total greenhouse emission, 

while animal gases accounted for 

around 39%. Rapid increase in the 

emission is a result of increase in the 

demand for meat and dairy products in 

emerging market. The existing 

methods of control, including 

changing animal diets and farming 

animal feed more efficiently, could 

reduce emissions by up to 30%. 

  

A separate study published in Nature, 

estimates that reduced greenhouse gas 

emissions will help avoid 500,000 

premature deaths by 2030. These 

deaths will be caused by increasing 

particulate matter and ozone in the 

atmosphere. This was result of 

findings by scrutinizing the 

relationships between chronic 

mortality and exposure to fine 

particulate matter and ozone. The 

study has found that reduction in 

greenhouse gas emissions will not just 

reduce global warming, but will also 

have significant beneficial effect on 

human health and potentially help 

save millions of lives by the turn of 

the next century. China will be the 

biggest beneficiary of reducing 

emissions by 2030 as it has a large 

population. 

  

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/Vto

5yVPiue0gFrUc4c689L/Livestock-is-

major-contributor-to-global-warming-

UN.html 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/LCF

puTfvibOeULwqCYjN8I/Reducing-

greenhouse-emissions-linked-to-

health-benefits.html 

Date Accessed:  01.10.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

LAW AND 

JUSTICE 

 

‘Aadhaar Infringes 

on Our 

Fundamental Right 

to Privacy’: K S 

Puttaswamy 
(Deepa Kurup, The Hindu, 

September 30, 2013) 
 

Following the Supreme Court order 

restraining the linking of services and 

benefits to the 12 digit Aadhar 

number, former Justice K S 

Puttaswamy voices his concern over 

the Aadhar Project on the following 

grounds: 

 

 The Aadhaar Project does not have 

Parliamentary approval. In 2011 [over 

a year after Aadhaar enrolments 

commenced in the country] the 

Parliament’s Standing Committee on 

Finance rejected the National 

Identification Authority of India Bill, 

2010, on several grounds.  The 

government did not attempt to modify 

the Bill and bring it back for 

parliamentary approval.  Justice 

Puttaswamy contends that it is not 

constitutional to simply proceed using 

an executive order to implement a 

scheme that has been rejected in this 

fashion. 

 

 Secondly, the project infringes upon 

one’s right to privacy, which flows 

from Article 21 that deals with the 

fundamental right to life. One is 

required to part with biometric 

information, iris and fingerprints, and 

there is no system to ensure that all 

this data will be safe and not misused. 

 

 Thirdly, anyone can get an Aadhar 

number. The enrolment centres are run 

by private operators which means that 

undocumented immigrants can get one 

too which is a clear security threat.  

He argues that the political partied 

have supported the project since 

undocumented immigrants are a vote 

bank. 

 

 Finally, he argues the very need for 

the Aadhar card since the system of 

ration card is already in place. He 

argues that even though the Centre 

and State governments submit that the 

scheme is voluntary but in reality 

Aadhaar number is mandatory to avail 

government benefits thus, leaving the 

citizens to suffer. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/inte

rview/aadhaar-infringes-on-our-

fundamental-right-to-

privacy/article5182765.ece 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

Supreme Court 

Bans Drug Trials 

for Two Weeks 
(The Telegraph, 30 September, 

2013) 
 

With an aim to enable the government 

to regulate clinical trials of new drugs 

on human beings, the Supreme Court 

banned tests for as many as 162 drugs 

for two weeks. 

 

During the interim the Indian Council 

of Medical Research is supposed to 

frame guidelines for testing, which 

will be placed before the court. 

 

The apex court had, in its earlier 

hearing hauled up the Union 

government for granting permission to 

multinational firms and 

pharmaceutical companies to carry on 

trials on Indians leading to the death 

of several patients. It further criticised 

the government for not taking an pro-

active role in preventing the MNCs 

and pharma companies from 

exploiting people. 

 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/11310

01/jsp/nation/story_17411131.jsp#.Uk

qTeoY3Cdg 

Date Accessed: 01.10.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 
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CASTEISM 

Changes in SC/ST 

Law Proposed by 

the Government 
(Star Live 24, 1 October, 2013 ) 
 

The Social Justice ministry, proposed 

the amendment in the SC/ST Law and 

has added the following atrocities 

against SC/ST in the existing list: 

 

● Preventing them from filing 

election nomination or forcing 

them to withdraw from it. 

● Social or economic boycott, 

preventing them from using 

common property such as tube 

wells or from entering      place of 

worship. 

● Destruction of their crops or filing 

counter cases to force them to 

withdraw complaints. 

● The proposed law also provides 

for setting up dedicated courts 

and special public prosecutors. 

● Lays down that a trial be 

completed within two months 

after chargesheet is filed 

● Offenders under this law can be 

fined up to Rs 1 lakh. 

 

The social justice ministry argued that 

that the amendment is essential as 

many cases are not registered because 

a complainant is unable to prove that  

caste identity was the reason for the 

crime. 
Civil aviation minister Ajit Singh 

opposed the changes as this may lead 

to increase in the number of false 

cases. He emphasized that instead 

there is a need  for courts to reduce 

pendency, and to look into the reasons 

for the low conviction rate under the 

law. 
 
http://www.starlive24.in/news/top-

news/ajit-opposes-changes-in-sc-st-

law-fears-its-misuse/48390.html 

Date Accessed: 01.10.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

 

 

 

GENDER 

Sanitation and 

Dignity 

(Vibhuti Patel, The Hindu, 

September 24, 2013) 
  

This article highlights the struggle of 

women in Mumbai for getting access 

to free, clean and safe public toilets. In 

a city of more than 18 million, while 

there are 2,849 free public urinals for 

men there are none for women! To 

address this issue, 40 community-

based organizations in Mumbai joined 

hands to mount the ‘Right to Pee’ 

campaign. 

Need: 

 

 Lack of toilets puts women at risk 

of developing  infections of the 

bladder, reproductive tract and 

cystitis 

 Going out in the open or using 

toilets with male attendants’ 

increases vulnerability to violence 

 The few existing toilet blocks 

charge a fee despite a BMC 

(Brihanmumbai Municipal 

Corporation) circular directing 

that toilet facilities should be free 

 

Demand: 

 Toilets for women to be 

constructed at a distance of every 

two km. 

 Information boards indicating the 

facility is free 

 Management of toilets by 

women’s organizations with 

financial assistance from the 

BMC 

 

Achievements: 

1) Acknowledgement in the 

Maharashtra Policy for Women, 2013, 

which states that public toilets for 

women should be constructed at every 

20 kms 

2)       Financial allocation  of 75 lakh 

by BMC, in the form of a document 

entitled ‘Gender Budget for Sanitation 

2013-14’ to build 25 toilets 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/nation

al/other-states/sanitation-and-

dignity/article5160791.ece 

Date Accessed: 24.09.2013 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

Highest Gender 

Gap in 

Employment Rates 

in India: Survey                  
(Vidhi Choudhary,  LiveMint,  

September 27, 2013) 
  

According to a survey by Gallup Inc., 

a US research and consulting services 

company, India and other South Asian 

nations have the world’s highest 

gender gap in employment rates. The 

payroll-to-population (P2P) 

employment rate for women in South 

Asia is 10% as compared to 36% for 

men, a deficit of 26 points. 

 

“Globally, the deficit in the 

employment rates between men and 

women stands at 16 points; for men 

the employment rate is 34% in 

comparison to 18% for women as per 

the survey conducted across 140 

countries all over the world. 

 

The survey echoes a report by the 

International Labour Organization 

(ILO) for 2012 on women’s 

employment following the global 

economic crisis, which found that 

South Asia’s “already massive gender 

gap in the employment-to-population 

ratio” has increased.” ILO report 

states that the increase was 

accompanied by a “fall of 3 million 

female jobs, caused both by 

weakening female-dominated sectors 

like garments and by demographic 

change.” 

 

“Women’s deficit in good jobs is 

smallest, at seven points, in Sub-

Saharan Africa, but employment rates 

in this region are also among the 

lowest in the world for both women 

and men at 8% and 15% respectively. 

Employment rates are the highest for 

men and women in Northern America 

at 52% and 33% and non-European 

Union parts of Europe (Iceland, 

Norway, Switzerland, and Northern 

Cyprus) with 51% and 29% 

respectively. However, gender gaps in 

http://www.starlive24.in/news/top-news/ajit-opposes-changes-in-sc-st-law-fears-its-misuse/48390.html
http://www.starlive24.in/news/top-news/ajit-opposes-changes-in-sc-st-law-fears-its-misuse/48390.html
http://www.starlive24.in/news/top-news/ajit-opposes-changes-in-sc-st-law-fears-its-misuse/48390.html
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/sanitation-and-dignity/article5160791.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/sanitation-and-dignity/article5160791.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/sanitation-and-dignity/article5160791.ece


 

 

26 

SECTION 3: SOCIETY 

 these regions are also wide at 19 

points and 22 points respectively.” 

Experts have attributed the Indian 

gender gap in employment as part of a 

fast-evolving scenario. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/zaf7

H23VwRhcmFCs0uYsQP/Highest-

gender-gap-in-employment-rates-in-

India-survey.html 

Date Accessed: 01.10.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 
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INDIA IN THE 

WORLD 

Asian Development 

Bank to Strengthen 

Human Capital in 

Meghalaya 
(Asian Development Bank, 1 

October, 2013) 
 

A new $100 million project funded by 

the Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

will improve secondary education and 

vocational training in India’s 

Meghalaya state so that students are 

better equipped to find high-quality 

jobs after graduation. 
 
Enrolment in secondary schools in 

Meghalaya is only 29.9%, compared 

with the national average of 45.5%. 

Moreover, there is wide disparity in 

the quality of facilities and teaching 

between schools. As these schools are 

not eligible for infrastructure support 

from the Government, their facilities 

are below national standards. Around 

60% of the state’s secondary schools 

have no science laboratories and 72% 

have no separate toilets for girls. 

Nearly 5,700 secondary school 

teachers do not have the required 

training. The state also lacks in 

vocational and technical education 

making it hard for youths to compete 

for formal jobs, particularly outside 

the state. 

 

ADB’s project will provide 

infrastructure to 117 government-

aided private secondary schools which 

includes laboratories, libraries, clean 

drinking water, computers, and 

separate toilets for girls and boys, as 

well as access for the physically-

challenged. This is expected to 

improve the learning environment for 

18,000 to 20,000 students, around 

40% of whom will be girls. Students 

in remote locations will be able to 

work with tablet computers with built-

in solar panels that are loaded with 

secondary school courses. The project 

will also train around 3,500 under-

qualified teachers and work with non-

government organizations to raise 

awareness in poor communities about 

the importance of education and skills. 

It will also help the Meghalaya State 

Skill Development Society, the state-

led body tasked to work with private 

institutions to improve vocational 

skills training, and with the 

Department of Labour to improve 

industrial training institutes. 
 
http://www.adb.org/news/adb-

strengthen-human-capital-indias-

meghalaya-state 

Date Accessed: 01.10.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

AFFAIRS 

 

Gambian President 

Attacks 

Homosexuality In 

UN Address 
(The Huffington Post UK, 28 

September, 2013) 
 

The Gambian President declared 

homosexuality to be one of the three 

biggest threats to human existence in 

his recent UN address in New York. 

 

President Yahya Jammeh identified 

obsession of power and greed along 

with homosexuality to be “more 

deadly than all natural disasters put 

together.” 

 

Jammeh, who is supposed to have 

come to power after a coup in 2006, 

accused other nations of posing a 

threat to human existence by 

promoting homosexuality. He also 

suggested these nations to kick 

homosexuals out of their compounds. 

 

Declaring homosexuality to be anti-

Allah, sinful and immoral the 

President said, “It is becoming an 

epidemic and we Muslims and 

Africans will fight to end this 

behavior." 

 

Andre Banks, executive director of 

global gay rights group All Out, 

termed Jammeh's remarks to be 

"paranoid and disturbing." 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2013/09

/27/yahya-jammeh-gambia-un-

speech_n_4003452.html 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

SOUTH ASIA 

US and Chinese 

Interests Align in 

Pakistan 

(Andrew Detsch, The Diplomat, 24 

September, 2013) 
 

Despite their competition in most 

areas of foreign policy, with NATO 

troops scheduled to begin phased 

withdrawals from Afghanistan early 

next year, the U.S. and China have an 

unlikely area for potential 

cooperation: Pakistan. 

 

Beijing and Washington do not 

compete for influence but play 

complementary roles in Pakistan. 

Andrew Small, a transatlantic fellow 

at the German Marshall Fund’s Asia 

Program, told The Diplomat, “China 

wants, above all, to see Pakistan play 

an effective balancing role against 

India, and U.S. military and financial 

support can contribute to that...and the 

United States has encouraged China to 

expand its financial assistance to 

Pakistan.” 

 

While Washington has attempted to 

instil a top-down approach, sending 

taxpayer-funded aid grants directly to 

Islamabad, Beijing has poured private 

investment into infrastructure, arts and 

cultural projects. For example, the 

Karakorum Highway is a 1,300 km 

corridor that connects the Chinese 

mainland with the Gwadar Port 

facility, a key strategic foothold that 

links China to the Arabian Sea. 

Pakistani and Chinese officials hope to 

supplement the roadway with a 2,000 

km high-speed rail link between 

Kashgar and Gwadar, bringing billions 

of dollars in investment to the region.  

http://www.adb.org/news/adb-strengthen-human-capital-indias-meghalaya-state
http://www.adb.org/news/adb-strengthen-human-capital-indias-meghalaya-state
http://www.adb.org/news/adb-strengthen-human-capital-indias-meghalaya-state
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2013/09/27/yahya-jammeh-gambia-un-speech_n_4003452.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2013/09/27/yahya-jammeh-gambia-un-speech_n_4003452.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2013/09/27/yahya-jammeh-gambia-un-speech_n_4003452.html
http://thediplomat.com/china-power/us-and-chinas-interests-align-in-pakistan/
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-11371138
http://thediplomat.com/2013/07/30/karakoram-highway-chinas-treacherous-pakistani-corridor/
http://thediplomat.com/2013/07/30/karakoram-highway-chinas-treacherous-pakistani-corridor/
http://thediplomat.com/the-naval-diplomat/2013/02/09/gwadar-and-the-string-of-pearls/
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As a result, bilateral trade between 

Beijing and Islamabad expanded to 

over US$12 billion in 2012, and 120 

Chinese companies are now operating 

in Pakistan. 

 

But China’s practical security 

concerns still outweigh efforts at 

public diplomacy, and it is here that 

Chinese and American interests 

increasingly overlap. Beijing fears 

Pakistani terrorist franchises will 

radicalize its majority Uighur 

population in Xinjiang province. 

Beijing also seeks to protect its key 

political relationships in Afghanistan, 

including friendships with President 

Hamid Karzai and the Northern 

Alliance, and has communicated to 

Pakistan that it “would rather see a 

political settlement than a Taliban 

victory,” and these are goals shared by 

the U.S. 

 

http://thediplomat.com/china-

power/us-and-chinas-interests-align-

in-pakistan/ 

Date Accessed: 24.09.2013 

(Gayatri Verma)   

 

AMERICAS 

 

US Planning to 

Increase Use of 

Drones  
(Kimberly Bennett, The Jurist, 27 

September, 2013) 
 

Despite a growing global concern over 

the use of drones for spying and 

targeted killing, the US Department of 

Justice’s interim report reveals plans 

of extending these operations beyond 

the FBI. 

 

Currently the FBI is the only 

department using unmanned aircraft 

systems and is said to have exhausted 

$3 million ever since the use of drones 

in 2006. 

 

Although the Unmanned Aircraft 

Systems (UAS) is already being used 

by other domestic agencies as well for 

surveillance of border regions and 

crime prevention, its use has raised 

issues of privacy both within the 

nation and globally.   

 

Legal experts have indeed suggested a 

judicial review of the targeted killing 

of suspected terrorist using drones by 

the US executive branch. 

 

http://jurist.org/paperchase/2013/09/fb

i-use-of-unmanned-drones-

revealed.php 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 
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OPINIONS 
 

Reversing the 

‘Donation Bias’: 

New Research 

Proposes to 

Report the 

‘Number of 

Homeless’ in 

Disaster Relief 

Efforts 

(Association for Psychology 

Science, 23 September, 2013) 
 

A new research reveals that 

donors consider the number of 

deceased rather than the 

number of survivors when they 

decide about their donations for 

relief efforts in a disaster-hit 

region. However, “this ‘donation 

bias’ could be reversed by a 

simple change in terminology 

(swapping the ambiguous term 

of ‘affected people’ with 

‘homeless’)  in disaster reports. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

The research, published in 

Psychological Science, examined 

humanitarian relief data for 

natural disasters occurring 

between 2000 and 2010. This 

study found that disasters with 

higher death toll received 

maximum donations irrespective 

of the number of ‘affected’ 

people. Researchers Evangelidis 

and Van den Bergh believe that 

the toll of “affected people” fails 

to impact donor’s decision is 

because this term is “ambiguous”. 

This perception is termed as 

‘humanitarian disaster’ – “where 

money is given 

disproportionately toward the 

natural disasters with the most 

deaths, instead of the ones with 

the most people in desperate 

need of help.” 

 

In the second phase of the study, 

participants were made to decide 

between two earthquakes – one 

that killed 4,500 and affected 

7,500 versus one that claimed 

7,500 and affected 4,500- which 

made the participants think 

critically and the ‘donation bias’ 

was reversed- more help went 

for the former with greater 

number of ‘affected’. 

  

A third part of the research had 

the term ‘affected’ interchanged 

with ‘homeless’. The outcome 

again was favourable- 

participants believed that 

money should be allocated 

according to the “number of 

homeless people” stuck by a 

disaster. 

 

"Our research shows that donors 

tend not to consider who really 

receives the aid… ;attention 

should be diverted from the 

number of fatalities to the number 

of survivors in need," the  

researchers concluded.  

 

http://www.psychologicalscience.

org/index.php/news/releases/disas

ter-relief-donations-track-number-

of-people-killed-not-affected.html 

Date Accessed: 27.09.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

BOOKS 

 

Indian Culture 

and India's 

Future 

By Michel Danino 
 

(Reviewed by The Moving 

Goalpost) 
 

The book takes on the issue of the 

cultural impact of globalisation- 

on one hand Indians are becoming 

more confident and independent 

and on the other, a “sense of 

confusion” is getting more 

pronounced. In the author’s 

opinion, this is probably a 

“consequence of  Colonial legacy, 

but he also opines that  it breeds 

due to intellectual laziness of 

Indians. The book revolves 

around the contradictions that an 

average Indian face in this ‘Age 

of Confusion’. 

 

The Colonial education system 

has “deprived Indians of a 

legitimate pride and a true sense 

of history.” In the author’s 

opinion, Indians are hardly told 

about the civilization legacy that 

they inherit- a civilization that 

gave many leaps to human 

thought with the ‘Concept of 

Zero’, the ‘Decimal System’ and 

numerous other things-  which 

unfortunately do not form a part 

of our curriculum in our schools. 

 

“Indians have given up thinking 

and speaking for themselves” the 

author writes. The author also 

writes about the Indian’s 

disregard to pay respect to 

scriptures and culture and take 

little interest in forest 

conservation. The writer also 

suggests that this is high time that 

open debates and discussions on 

topics like ‘secularism’ and 

‘religion’ should be encouraged. 

“The message of Bhagavad Gita 

for practical action finds a central 

place in this book,” and the idea 

of disillusionment at the state of 

India- its politics and 

bureaucracy- runs all along in the 

book. 

 

http://themovinggoalpost.blogspot

.in/2011/02/book-for-confused-

young-indian.html 

Date Accessed: 01.09.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 
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