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Cover Story 
 

NATIONAL FOOD SECURITY ACT, 2013 
Making Way for the Largest Food Security Programme in the World 

 
The National Food Security Bill, which seeks to provide heavily-subsidised food grains to about two-thirds of India's 1.23 billion 

people, has now become an Act after President Pranab Mukherjee gave his assent on 12
th

 September, 2013. India will now join a 

select league of nations that guarantee majority of its population cheap food grains. At Rs 1,30,000 crore government support, the food 

security programme will be the largest in the world.  

 

We present here an analysis of the Act, inclusive of the context of its formulation, its highlights, implications and the way it will be 

rolled out in various states.  

 

India’s Economic Scenario 

Poverty in India is widespread, with the nation estimated to have a third of the world's poor. In 2010, the World Bank reported that 

32.7% of the total Indian population falls below the international poverty line of US$1.25per day (PPP) while 68.7% live on less than 

US$ 2 per day.
1
 

 

Highlights  

 According to 2010 data from the United Nations Development Programme, an estimated 29.8% of Indians live below the 

country's national poverty line.
2
  

 A 2010 report by the Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI) states that 8 Indian states have more poor people 

than 26 poorest African nations combined which totals to more than 410 million poor in the poorest African countries (Graph 1).
3
  

 
Graph1: Population under Multidimensional Poverty Index- 2012 (in %) 

 

 

 
 A 2013 UN report stated that a third of the world’s poorest people live in India.

4
 

 The 2011 Global Hunger Index (GHI) Report places India amongst the three countries where the GHI between 1996 and 2011 

went up from 22.9 to 23.7, while 78 out of the 81 developing countries studied, including Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, succeeded 

in improving hunger conditions (Graph 2).
5
 

 According to the New York Times, it is estimated that about 55% of the children in India suffer from malnutrition.
6
  

                                                 
1 "India – New Global Poverty Estimates". World Bank. 
2
 Jay Mandal. "Poverty Reduction." http://www.undp.org.in/whatwedo/poverty_reduction 

3
 "8 Indian states have more poor than 26 poorest African nations". The Times of India. 12 July 2010. 

4
 India has one third of world's poorest, says World Bank (The Telegraph) 

5
 "2011 Global Hunger Index Report". International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI). 

6
 Sengupta, Somini (13 March 2009). "As Indian Growth Soars, Child Hunger Persists". The New York Times.  
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http://povertydata.worldbank.org/poverty/country/IND
http://www.undp.org.in/whatwedo/poverty_reduction
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2010-07-12/india/28276383_1_measure-ophi-multidimensional-poverty-index
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/india/10003228/India-has-one-third-of-worlds-poorest-says-World-Bank.html
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ghi11.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/13/world/asia/13malnutrition.html?_r=1
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 The World Bank, citing estimates made by the World Health Organization, states that "About 49 percent of the world's 

underweight children, 34 percent of the world's stunted children and 46 percent of the world's wasted children, live in India." The 

World Bank also noted that "while poverty is often the underlying cause of malnutrition in children, the superior economic 

growth experienced by South Asian countries compared to those in Sub-Saharan Africa, has not translated into superior 

nutritional status for the South Asian child."
7 

 
Graph 2: Global Hunger Index in 2011 

 

 
 

Legislative Context 

 

The Directive Principles of State Policy in the Constitution of India provide that it is the duty of the state to raise the level of nutrition 

and standard of living of its people, and improve public health. In October 2010, the National Advisory Council (NAC) drafted a 

National Food Security Bill, proposing legal entitlements for about 75 percent of the population. 

 

The National Food Security Bill, 2013 was introduced in the Lok Sabha on 22
nd

 December, 2011 and was referred to the Standing 

Committee on Food, Consumer Affairs and Public Distribution. The revised version of the Bill was tabled in the Lok Sabha on 22 

March, 2013. The Bill got approved by the Parliament on 2
nd

 September, 2013. Recently, the Bill has become an Act after President 

Pranab Mukherjee’s assent on Thursday, 12
th

 September, 2013. 

 
The bill aims to “provide for food and nutritional security in human life cycle approach, by ensuring access to adequate quantity 

of quality food at affordable prices to people to live a life with dignity and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.” 

 

Why National Food Security Bill (NFSB) is better than Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS)? 

 

 The objective of the TPDS is to ensure that every BPL family is entitled to a certain quantity of food grains at subsidized price, 

whereas NFSB is intended to target problems of hunger for the poor and poorest of poor by integrating different government 

schemes under one umbrella and improving upon the existing TPDS. 

 According to the National Sample Survey data, 43% of rural households and 28% of urban households were buying PDS grain in 

2009-10, whereas, under NFSB the entitlements would extend up to 75 percent of the rural population and up to 50 percent of the 

urban population. 

 There has been no provision for cash transfer in the current PDS, whereas NFSB introduces the concept of cash transfer or food 

allowance, to be paid to each person in case of non-supply of the entitled quantities of food grains or meals. 

 Under PDS the eldest male member is considered to be the head of the family for the purpose of issuing ration cards, whereas 

under NFSB the eldest woman who is not less than eighteen years of age, shall be head of the household for the purpose of issue 

of ration cards. 
 

 

 

 

                                                 
7
 "'India has highest number of underweight children'". The Indian Express. 14 April 2009. 
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National Food Security Act, 2013: Benefits to Citizens 

 

1. Coverage of Two Thirds Population to Get Highly Subsidized Food Grains  

75% of the rural population and 50% of the urban population will have uniform entitlement of 5 kg food grains per month at 

highly subsidized prices of Rs. 3, Rs. 2, and Rs. 1 per kg for rice, wheat, coarse grains respectively. It will entitle about two thirds 

of our 1.2billion population to subsidised food grains under the Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS).   

2. Poorest Of The Poor Continue To Get 35 Kg Per Household 
The poorest of poor households would continue to receive 35 Kg food grains per household per month under 

Antyodaya Anna Yojana at subsidized prices of Rs 3, Rs 2 and Rs 1.  

 

3. Eligible Households To Be Identified By The State 
Corresponding to the coverage of 75% rural and 50 % of urban population at all India level, State wise coverage will be 

determined by the state Government. The work of identification of eligible households is left to the States/UTs, which may frame 

their own criteria or use Social Economic and Caste Census data, if they so desire. 

 
4. Special Focus On Nutritional Support To Women And Children 

Pregnant women and lactating mothers, besides being entitled to nutritious meals as per the prescribed nutritional norms will  also 

receive maternity benefit of at least of Rs. 6000/-. Children in the age group of 6 months to 14 years will be entitled to take home 

ration or hot cooked food as per prescribed nutritional norms. 

 

5. Food Security Allowance In Case Of Non Supply Of Food grains 
The Central Government will provide funds to States/UTs in case of short supply of food grains from Central pool, In case of non-

supply of food grains or meals to entitled persons, the concerned State/UT Governments will be required to provide such food 

security allowance as may be prescribed by the Central Government to the beneficiaries. 

 

6. States To Get Assistance For Intra-State Transportation And Handling Of Food grains Central Government will provide 

assistance to the States towards cost of intra-State transportation, handling of food grains and FPS dealers’ margin, for which 

norms will be developed. This will ensure timely transportation and efficient handling of food grains. 
 

7. Reforms in PDS For Doorstep Delivery Of Food grains 
The Bill also contains provisions for reforms in PDS through doorstep delivery of food grains, application of information and 

communication technology (ICT) including end to end computerisation, diversification of commodities under TPDS etc for 

effective implementation of the Food Security Act. Some of these reforms are already underway. 
 
8. Women Empowerment-- Eldest Women Will Be Head Of The Household 

Eldest woman of eighteen years of age or above will be head of the household for issue of ration card, and if not available, the 

eldest male member is to be the head of the household. 

 
9. Grievance Redressal Mechanism  

There will be state and district level redressal mechanism with designated officers.  The States will be allowed to use the existing 

machinery for District Grievance Redressal Officer (DGRO), State Food Commission, if they so desire, to save expenditure on 

establishment of new redressal set up. Redressal mechanism may also include call centers, helpline etc. 
 
10. Social Audits And Vigilance Committees To Ensure Transparency And Accountability 

Provisions have also been made for disclosure of records relating to PDS, social audits and setting up of Vigilance Committees in 

order to ensure transparency and accountability. 

 
11. Penalty For Non-Compliance 

The Bill provides for penalty to be imposed on public servants or authority, if found guilty of failing to comply with the relief 

recommended by the District Grievance Redressal Officer (DGRO). 

 
12. Expenditure 

As per the amendments brought about to the final Food Security Bill and the coverage of entitlement, total estimated annual food 

grains requirement is 64.53 million tonnes and corresponding estimated food subsidy for 2013-14 costs is about Rs.1, 

30,000 crore. 

 
13. Unique Identification system 

The Bill leverages “Aadhar” for unique identification, with biometric information of entitled beneficiaries for proper targeting of 

benefits under this Act. 
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Chart: List of beneficiaries & benefits under Food Security Bill, 2013 

 

 
 

 

 

TAKING THE ACT FORWARD: STATE LEVEL IMPLEMENTATION 

 

Congress president Sonia Gandhi rolled out the scheme in New Delhi, while Haryana Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda 

launched a customised scheme, covering nearly half the state’s population, at a special function in Panipat and Uttarakhand, also 

officially started allocating food grains according to the provisions of the National Food Security Bill from 20
th

 August, 2013, the birth 

anniversary of former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi. 

 

In Delhi, around 73.5 lakh people out of a population of 1.68 crore would benefit from the scheme. In the first phase, all Below 

Poverty Line (BPL) families, Above Poverty Line (APL) families and Jhughi Ration Card (JRC) holders would benefit, beside 

beneficiaries under the Antodaya Anna Yojna (AAY). It has also been decided to include homeless, daily wage-earners, rag-pickers, 

people living in resettlement colonies and slum clusters under the scheme.  

 

In Haryana, nearly half of the state’s population would benefit from the two schemes that have been rolled out simultaneously. Chief 

Minister Hooda said the scheme was simultaneously launched in every district of the state by the minister in charge for the particular 

district. Initially, 90.28 lakh people from rural areas and 36.21 lakh people from towns and cities will benefit. The beneficiaries are 

those that fall under the Antodaya Anna Yojana (AAY), the Central Below Poverty Line (CBPL) and the State Below Poverty Line 

(SBPL). Haryana and Delhi were among the first states to clear such schemes and have implemented these ahead of passing of the 

Food Security Bill in Parliament.
8
 

 

Bihar government is all set to implement the Food Security Act. The JD (U) has supported the Bill in Parliament though the state 

government has demanded reimbursement of the expenses to be incurred on foodgrains to be distributed among the beneficiaries. 

Bihar will be the biggest beneficiary as more than 55 lakh tonnes of foodgrains would come to the state under the scheme. 
 

                                                 
8 http://www.tribuneindia.com/2013/20130821/main1.htm 

 

•Rural - 84 crores        

•Urban - 36 crores 

Population - 120 crores 

•75% of rural population = 63 crores 

•50% of urban population = 18 crores 

Food Security for 

•Priority households - 5 kilograms of foodgrains per person per month at Rs 3/kg for wheat, Rs 
2/kg for rice, and Rs 1/kg for coarse grains 

 

•Antodaya households - 35 kilograms of foodgrains per household per month at Rs 3/kg for 
wheat, Rs 2/kg for rice, and Rs 1/kg for coarse grains 

Therefore, a total 81 crore people will benefit under Food 
Security Scheme 

For Pregnant Women & 
lactating mothers 

•Meal during pregnancy and 
upto six months after 
childbirth and Rupees 6000 in 
instalments. 

Children aged 6 months to 
6 years 

•Free meal at local Anganwadi 

 

•Exclusive Breast feeding to be 
promoted for children under 6 
months 

Children aged 6 years to 14 
years 

•Mid day meal scheme at 
school 

http://www.tribuneindia.com/2013/20130821/main1.htm
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According to sources in the state secretariat, the state government will constitute a five-member food security commission under the 

Act. A senior IAS officer will be the chairman of the commission and its members would include experts in law, a woman activist, a 

human rights activist and a social worker.
9
 

 

The Centre has agreed to reimburse the cost of foodgrains transportation from the godowns to the beneficiaries. Bihar government 

would identify the beneficiaries as suggested by the JD (U) MPs. 
 

At present, Bihar annually gets 35 lakh tonnes of foodgrains from the Centre under the different subsidized schemes for BPL and 

Antyodaya families. Now, the state will get an additional 20 lakh tonnes of foodgrains to meet the demands under the Food Security 

Act. 
  
The Democratic Front (DF) government in the Maharashtra state has decided to implement Food Security Act from December 1.

10
 

 

The food security programme has been launched in Delhi, Haryana, Uttarakhand and Rajasthan and soon it will be implemented in 

other states as well to guarantee majority of its population cheap food grains. 

 
(Prepared by Anjana John and Shruti Issar) 

                                                 
9 http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-08-30/patna/41618248_1_foodgrains-food-security-act-bihar-government 

 
10 http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-08-24/nagpur/41442955_1_ration-food-security-act-crore 

 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-08-30/patna/41618248_1_foodgrains-food-security-act-bihar-government
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-08-24/nagpur/41442955_1_ration-food-security-act-crore
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Disadvantaged 

Sections Can Also 

Open Bank 

Accounts in Foreign 

Bank Branches in 

India 
(The Economic Times, 12 

September, 2013) 

 
The Reserve Bank of India has issued 

a new guideline which will enable the 

disadvantaged sections of the society 

to open zero balance-bank accounts in 

all the Scheduled Commercial Banks 

including Foreign Banks operating 

branches in India. The aim is to 

provide access of normal banking 

services to all sections of the society 

in the country. There are 43 foreign 

banks with over 330 branches in the 

country. These foreign banks include 

HSBC, Citibank, Standard Chartered 

Bank, UBS, PNB Paribas, etc. 

 

Under the RBI’s “Basic Savings Bank 

Deposit Account (BSBDA)” guideline 

any person from poor or weaker 

sections of the society can open zero 

balance bank accounts without any 

initial deposit for opening such 

accounts. The poor people are also not 

required to maintain any compulsory 

minimum balance amount in their 

accounts opened under the BSBDA. 

The poor people will also be provided 

services like deposit and withdrawal 

of cash, receipt/credit of money 

through electronic payment system or 

deposit/collection of cheques at bank 

branches and ATM-cum-debit card 

facility. As per the RBI guideline, the 

Banks should not impose any 

restrictions like age, income criteria, 

etc. for opening of bank accounts of 

disadvantaged or poor people. The 

BSBDA is part of RBI’s efforts of 

financial inclusion objectives. 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/

news/economy/policy/poor-can-also-

open-zero-balance-account-in-foreign-

banks-rbi/articleshow/22491670.cms 

Data Accessed: 12.09.2013  

(B.Chandrasekaran) 

 

Despite Ongoing 

Economic 

Uncertainties, the 

World’s Ultra 

Wealthy Population 

Reaches an All-

Time High; India 

Has More Super-

Rich Women Than 

Other BRICS 
(Sunainna Chadha, Firstpost, 11 

September, 2013) 

 

According to a wealth report by a 

private wealth consulting firm Wealth-

X and investment bank UBS, at 16%, 

India has the highest proportion of 

ultra high net worth (UHNW) 

women in the world. India has over 

1,250 UHNW women— those with 

net assets worth $30 million or above 

– with a combined fortune of $95 

billion. 

 

“As of 2013, India’s UHNW 

population had grown to 7,850 from 

7,730 a year ago, while the total 

wealth has only grown from $925 

billion in 2012 to $935 billion in 2013. 

Despite a 1.6 percent population 

growth and in a year in which the 

markets delivered poor returns, the 

country added more UHNW 

individuals (120) than any other 

BRICS nation in the past 12 months. 

More than 90 percent of ultra-high net 

worth Indians live in the top cities of 

Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkata, Hyderabad, 

Chennai, Ahmedabad, Pune, Gurgaon 

and Jaipur. But of this 90 percent, 

more than 50 percent of the super rich 

live in Mumbai and Delhi.” 

 

The number of billionaires in India 

has fallen from 109 last year to 103 

this year but the number of ultra high 

net worth individuals in Asia rose 5.4 

percent to 44,505. “If one were to look 

at the global picture, the number of 

ultra wealthy people has risen much 

faster in the West than in emerging 

markets during the past year. 

Despite ongoing economic 

uncertainties and geopolitical tensions, 

the world’s ultra wealthy population 

reached an all-time high of 199,235 

individuals with a combined fortune of 

nearly US$28 trillion in 2013, 

growing by more than six percent in 

population size from the previous year 

and adding $2 trillion to their 

combined wealth, greater than the 

GDP of India. However, the growth 

was largely due to North America and 

Europe, with the two regions 

responsible for a net gain of nearly 

10,000 UHNW individuals and a total 

increase in wealth of US$1.5 trillion.” 

 

“The report forecasts that at current 

growth rates, Asia’s ultra wealthy 

population and wealth will eclipse that 

of Europe in 2021 and 2017 

respectively. Asia will have a larger 

UHNW population by 2032 and have 

a greater total wealth by 2024.” 

 

http://www.firstpost.com/business/we

alth-report-india-has-more-super-rich-

women-than-other-brics-

1100881.html?utm_source=ref_article 

Date Accessed: 11.09.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

 

The India of 2013 is 

Not the India of 

1991: Coping with  

Economic Crisis 

( M.K.Venu, The Hindu, 29 August, 

2013) 

 

The article juxtaposes the present 

economic crisis with that of 1991- the 

worst that ever hit the economy. 

Emphasising on the significance and 

benefits of global capital flows, the 

article suggests that the present 

economic crisis (with a record high 

CAD at 4.5 percent and steep rupee 

depreciation) could be handled well. It 

also points out that some economists 

believe that the recovery of U.S. 

economy will revive global flows in 

India in future. 

 

A key difference between the two 

crises is that- in 1991, western 

economies were strong and outward 

looking, while today, developed 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/poor-can-also-open-zero-balance-account-in-foreign-banks-rbi/articleshow/22491670.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/poor-can-also-open-zero-balance-account-in-foreign-banks-rbi/articleshow/22491670.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/poor-can-also-open-zero-balance-account-in-foreign-banks-rbi/articleshow/22491670.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/poor-can-also-open-zero-balance-account-in-foreign-banks-rbi/articleshow/22491670.cms
http://www.firstpost.com/business/wealth-report-india-has-more-super-rich-women-than-other-brics-1100881.html?utm_source=ref_article
http://www.firstpost.com/business/wealth-report-india-has-more-super-rich-women-than-other-brics-1100881.html?utm_source=ref_article
http://www.firstpost.com/business/wealth-report-india-has-more-super-rich-women-than-other-brics-1100881.html?utm_source=ref_article
http://www.firstpost.com/business/wealth-report-india-has-more-super-rich-women-than-other-brics-1100881.html?utm_source=ref_article
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nations are weaker and have shifted to 

inward looking policies. A substantial 

part of global flows from developed 

nations are also tied to India. The 15 

to 20 percent depreciation (of 

currencies in Brazil, South Africa, 

Turkey, Indonesia and India) can be 

partly attributed to the revival of the 

housing sector of the U.S. and the 

gradual unwinding of U.S. bonds by 

the Federal Reserve. This recovery 

shall benefit emerging financial 

destinations, as capital flows and 

expectations revive over time. 

 

Some lessons from the present crisis 

are as follows: 

 

● Global flows must be directed 

towards development- Global 

flows must be directed to enhance 

the productivity of the economy. 

‘Stock-market created wealth’ is 

short lived and value addition 

must be emphasized. 

 

● Using Natural Resources- A 

data suggests that India could 

have saved $10 billion simply by 

producing more domestic coal. As 

emphasized by Prime Minister 

Manmohan Singh, the 

government must (through a 

dispensation mechanism under the 

Supreme Court’s watch) revive 

the export of iron ore from 

Karnataka and Goa where much 

of the mining has stopped 

following judicial intervention.  

 

● Food Security: Tensed relations 

between the bureaucracy, 

legislature and judiciary overlook 

the need for a rounded food 

security mechanism that would 

insulate the poor from food 

inflation. 

 

● A prudent capitalist class: 

creating ‘real’ wealth-The 

capitalist class, which had used 

cheap western finance to ramp up 

the stock prices, are in a debt trap 

today with interest payments 

exceeding their earnings.  

 

Problems in India started in 2010- 

with excess liquidity from the West, 

high international oil and commodity 

prices along with domestic 

mismanagement of supply of key 

resources. Rather than ‘big bang 

reforms’, that became necessary in 

1991, ‘simple but effective policies’ 

could catapult the economy out of the 

present crises. 

        

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead

/the-india-of-2013-is-not-the-india-of-

1991/article5068745.ece 

Date Accessed: 29.08.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

With a Growth 

Rate of 4.4%, India 

Falls Behind 

Expectations 

( BBC, 30 August, 2013) 

(Manoj Kumar and Frank Jack 

Daniel, Reuters, 30 August, 2013) 
 

Official estimates reveal that for the 

April to June quarter, India grew at a 

disappointing rate of 4.4 percent- the 

lowest since 2009.  

 

With the value of rupee falling by 

more than 20 percent this year, the 

import bill is expected to shoot up 

further.  

 

Initially, RBI’s policy of contracting 

money in money market and 

increasing short term interest rates 

proved successful but it made 

borrowing costly and has adversely 

affected growth. In response to the 

dwindling economy, Finance 

Ministry’s Chief Economic Advisor, 

Dipak Dasgupta, hinted at co-

ordinated intervention by emerging 

economies in  

off shore currency markets. 

 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 

suggested that the import duty on gold 

imports and increased deposit rates 

would help reduce the outflow of 

money from India. "In a more 

equitable world order, it is only 

appropriate that the developed 

countries - in pursuing their fiscal and 

monetary policies - should take into 

account the repercussions on the 

economy of emerging countries," he 

said. 

 

http://in.reuters.com/article/2013/08/3

0/india-economy-singh-rupee-

idINDEE97T06320130830 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-

23894907 

Date Accessed: 01.09.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

Property Bubble 

Bursts as Prices 

Crash 20% in Real 

Estate Market 
 (Sunainaa Chadha, First Post, 02 

September, 2013) 
 

Real estate prices in investor-driven 

markets such as Noida, Navi Mumbai, 

Ludhiana, Chandigarh and Gurgaon’s 

Dwarka Manesar Expressway have 

seen more than 10 percent price 

correction. 

 

This is due to all-around liquidity 

squeeze, dearth of buyers and erosion 

of investor faith in the property 

market. This has forced the builders to 

cut prices and offer out freebies such 

as free furniture or ACs, free parking 

or top-notch flooring, which many 

hope will herald the much-awaited 

correction in the home market ahead 

of the festival season. Real estate 

dealers are facing problems of low 

sales and high inventory. 

 

The National Housing Bank’s Residex 

tracks movement in prices of 

residential properties on a quarterly 

basis. According to the index, during 

the period between April and June 

2013 not only the tier I cities, but also 

the tier II cities witnessed a fall in 

prices. Due to depreciating rupee and 

high inflation, the cost of money has 

gone up and the chances of making 

money in the short-term are not very 

bright, which is why investors are no 

longer ready to invest in real estate 

market. Manish Bhandari of Vallum 

Capital says a price correction of more 

than 40% and thereafter time 

correction for another four to five 

years is expected as during this period 

banks are likely to deleverage their 

balance sheet. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-india-of-2013-is-not-the-india-of-1991/article5068745.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-india-of-2013-is-not-the-india-of-1991/article5068745.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-india-of-2013-is-not-the-india-of-1991/article5068745.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-india-of-2013-is-not-the-india-of-1991/article5068745.ece
http://in.reuters.com/article/2013/08/30/india-economy-singh-rupee-idINDEE97T06320130830
http://in.reuters.com/article/2013/08/30/india-economy-singh-rupee-idINDEE97T06320130830
http://in.reuters.com/article/2013/08/30/india-economy-singh-rupee-idINDEE97T06320130830
http://in.reuters.com/article/2013/08/30/india-economy-singh-rupee-idINDEE97T06320130830
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-23894907
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-23894907
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-23894907
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http://www.firstpost.com/economy/pr

operty-bubble-bursts-as-prices-crash-

20-in-investor-driven-markets-

1077885.html 

Date Accessed: 02.09.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

Challenges before 

Tax Administration 
(ET Bureau, The Economic Times, 4 

August, 2013) 

 

With the appointment of distinguished 

tax expert Parthasarathi Shome as the 

head of the Tax Administration 

Reform Commission, a major review 

of tax laws, widening of tax base and 

strengthening of workforce is 

expected. The tax administration is 

facing numerous challenges amid the 

slowing economy which has reduced 

the tax collection. 

 

The sector needs major reforms like 

enforcement of the goods and services 

tax (GST). It will create audit trails of 

value addition and income across the 

production chain and generate a 

unified base of tax potential that can 

be tapped into. It will encourage 

compliance and give the Centre and 

states a handle to raise more revenues. 

 

Use of technology by the tax 

department can prove critical in 

identifying people who evade taxes. 

“A strong tax information network and 

a foolproof Permanent Account 

Number (PAN) will help identify 

people with large incomes and collect 

tax from them, even if they do not file 

returns. A modern tax administration, 

low tax rates and clear tax laws will 

lower disputes and accelerate India's 

growth rate.” 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/

opinion/editorial/challenge-before-tax-

administration/articleshow/22106153.

cms 

Date Accessed: 04.09.2013 

(Simi Sunny) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

India is Ignoring 

Billion Dollar Space 

Economy 
(Susmita Mohanty, Gateway House, 

29 August 2013) 

 

The article suggests that Indian 

companies are not tapping into the fast 

growing multibillion dollar global 

space economy in pursuit of defence 

offsets and commercial aviation  

products. 

 

As is customary in the Aerospace and 

Defence (A&D) business, India has 

put in place mandatory industrial 

compensation practices or “offsets” as 

a condition of purchase which ensures 

that large imports are matched by 

large spending domestically. 

 

However, over dependency on offsets 

can blunt India’s competitive edge, 

because guaranteed business can lead 

to complacency. By global standards 

the Indian A&D sector remains puny 

in terms of scope, scale, and ambition. 

India has an accomplished 

government space programme, but no 

real space industry. Although the 

Indian Space Research Organisation 

(ISRO) claims that more than 400 

companies, big and small, 

manufacture and supply parts for their 

satellite and rocket programmes, no 

Indian companies can compete in the 

international space marketplace. 

 

In 2012, the global space industry 

revenues totalled nearly $304 billion, 

overall telecommunications industry 

revenues were around $4.9 trillion, 

while the worldwide satellite industry 

were around $190 billion. Satellite 

services, powered by continued 

growth in consumer satellite television 

services are a $113.5 billion industry. 

 

Most industries in the market are 

controlled by the U.S., Europe, and 

Japan and breaking into it is going to 

be hard as space is a highly regulated 

sector, with governments heavily 

subsidising their private A&D 

companies through multi-billion dollar 

contracts. 

 

Indian companies must leverage 

ISROs portfolio of space products and 

services that ISRO to exploit the 

satellite services market, and become 

competitive in the global marketplace. 

This requires a space policy overhaul, 

ISRO amending its contract policies, 

and Indian industry sharing in the risk 

and investment. 

 

http://www.gatewayhouse.in/india-is-

sitting-on-a-space-goldmine/ 

Date Accessed: 02.09.2013 

(Gayatri Verma) 

 

http://www.firstpost.com/economy/property-bubble-bursts-as-prices-crash-20-in-investor-driven-markets-1077885.html
http://www.firstpost.com/economy/property-bubble-bursts-as-prices-crash-20-in-investor-driven-markets-1077885.html
http://www.firstpost.com/economy/property-bubble-bursts-as-prices-crash-20-in-investor-driven-markets-1077885.html
http://www.firstpost.com/economy/property-bubble-bursts-as-prices-crash-20-in-investor-driven-markets-1077885.html
http://www.firstpost.com/economy/property-bubble-bursts-as-prices-crash-20-in-investor-driven-markets-1077885.html
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/editorial/challenge-before-tax-administration/articleshow/22106153.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/editorial/challenge-before-tax-administration/articleshow/22106153.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/editorial/challenge-before-tax-administration/articleshow/22106153.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/editorial/challenge-before-tax-administration/articleshow/22106153.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/editorial/challenge-before-tax-administration/articleshow/22106153.cms
http://h/
http://www.gatewayhouse.in/india-is-sitting-on-a-space-goldmine/
http://www.gatewayhouse.in/india-is-sitting-on-a-space-goldmine/
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POLITICS AND 

GOVERNANCE  

 

Kerala Govt to 

Introduce Pension 

Scheme for 

MGNREGS 

Workers 
(The Hindu, 02 September, 2013) 
 

Kerala Government has proposed to 

introduce a pension scheme for 

workers registered under the Mahatma 

Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act (MGNREG) and for 

those who have worked under the 

scheme for at least 100 days a year. 

  
Minister of Rural Development and 

Culture, K.C. Joseph, said that the 

scheme will be implemented with 

contributions from the State, Central 

governments and the workers. 

Recalling that the State government 

had provided Onam bonuses of Rs 

1,000 to women MGNREGs workers 

last year for their children’s education, 

this year the amount will be diverted 

as contribution for the pension 

scheme. Apart from this Rs 1,000 per 

worker from the Swalamban scheme 

of Central government will amount as 

Centre’s contribution, while the 

workers contribution will be decided 

later in consultation with the workers 

representatives. 

 

The maximum age for joining the 

scheme will be 50 years and the 

pensions would be provided to 

workers on attaining 60 years in 

proportion to the contributions on their 

credit. 

 

Mr Joseph said that women workers, 

who have worked for 100 days during 

2012-13, will be given ‘Onakodi’ 

amounting to Rs 400 per piece this 

season. Noting that majority workers 

under MGNREGS were women and 

340 families were eligible for the 

Onam gift, the government has 

allocated Rs. 13.61 crore for 

‘Onakodi’ as announced in the 

Budget. 

 

 He further noted that the, “State had 

made better performance under the 

MGNREGS last year. The expenditure 

had more than doubled compared to 

2010-11 (from Rs.701 crore to 

Rs.1,415 crore). Though there were 

only 72,343 families that had worked 

for more than 100 days in 2010-11, 

their number had risen to 3.5 lakh last 

year. As many as 836 lakh work days 

were generated compared to 493 lakh 

in 2010-11.” 

 

He also said orders have been issued 

to facilitate asset creation under the 

programme and e-payment is also 

being introduced. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/nation

al/kerala/pension-scheme-for-mgnregs 

workers/article5085924.ece?homepag

e=true      

 Date Accessed: 03.09.2013  

 (Ashwin Varghese) 

 

BCCI Makes 

Lessons on Anti 

Corruption 

Mandatory for 

Players 

(The Hindu, 28 August, 2013) 
 

BCCI has made it mandatory for every 

player to undergo an education 

program on anti-corruption, backed by 

a “strong anti corruption code”. This 

has been implemented in order to free 

the game from any corrupting 

influences. 

 

The BCCI made the important 

decision of not allowing a player to 

play in tournaments unless he has 

participated in the education program. 

Special lectures will be given to 

players who miss being a part of the 

actual program. 

 

Sessions will be conducted for all 30 

units under the Board and a database 

of all cricketers who undergo such 

training will be maintained. The 

training will be provided once every 

two years. BCCI anti-corruption unit’s 

head, Ravi Sawani, in his lecture to 

about 100 cricketers in the under- 16 

and under- 19 age groups, coaches and 

managers said that “young cricketers 

have to be prepared in order to 

identify a potential fixer” and resist 

the temptations to indulge in activities 

that kill the spirit of the game. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-sports/board-makes-

anticorruption-education-

mandatory/article5066272.ece 

Date Accessed: 29.08.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

Mizoram Likely to 

Restart Reang 

Refugees’ 

Rehabilitation 

(Mizoram News, 4 September, 2013)        
 

According to official sources the 

Government of Mizoram is “likely to 

initiate the return of the 37,000 tribal 

refugees sheltering in Tripura for 

almost 16 years from this month.” The 

Deputy Commissioner of the state’s 

Mamit district confirmed that by the 

9
th

 of September 2013 the the schedule 

of repatriation of refugees would be 

finalised. 

 

This decision comes in response to 

Home Ministry’s order asking the 

Government of Mizoram to initiate the 

immediate return of tribal refugees 

living in the 6 make shift camps in 

Kanchanpur sub-division of Tripura, 

after the State Government of Tripura 

urged the Central Government for an 

intervention. The Government of 

Tripura reported that the continuous 

presence of refugees for over 16 years 

has been a matter of concern for 

Tripura and that the long stay of 

refugees has its own socio-economic 

and law and order problems for the 

state. 

 

“The tribal Reang refugees had fled 

their homes in several villages in 

Mamit district in Western Mizoram in 

October 1997 after ethnic clashes with 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/pension-scheme-for-mgnregs%20workers/article5085924.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/pension-scheme-for-mgnregs%20workers/article5085924.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/pension-scheme-for-mgnregs%20workers/article5085924.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/pension-scheme-for-mgnregs%20workers/article5085924.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-sports/board-makes-anticorruption-education-mandatory/article5066272.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-sports/board-makes-anticorruption-education-mandatory/article5066272.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-sports/board-makes-anticorruption-education-mandatory/article5066272.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-sports/board-makes-anticorruption-education-mandatory/article5066272.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-sports/board-makes-anticorruption-education-mandatory/article5066272.ece
http://www.mizonews.net/category/mizoramnews/


 

 

13 

SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

 the majority Mizos over the killing of 

a Mizo forest official.” “In an earlier 

round of repatriation of refugees, 

nearly 4,500 people were rehabilitated 

in Mizoram from Tripura. But that 

process was stalled after differences 

arose over the terms of the 

repatriation.” 

 

Official sources report that due to 

insufficiency of resources the 

Government of Mizoram has 

approached Food Corporation of India 

(FCI) to allocate additional quantities 

of rice for the returning refugees 

depending upon their numbers. 

 

However, in addition to an 18-point 

charter of demands, the leaders of the 

refugees claim that “without a formal 

agreement between the Central 

Government and the State 

Governments of Mizoram and Tripura 

and also the tribal leaders, their 

rehabilitation will remain uncertain.” 

 

http://www.mizonews.net/mizoramne

ws/mizoram-likely-restart-reang-

refugees-rehabilitation/ 

Date Accessed: 04.09.2013 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 

  

DEVELOPMENT 

 

Land Use Policy for 

the Country on 

Anvil  
(Richard Mahapatra, Down To 

Earth, 30 August, 2013) 

 

After the successful passage of the 

Right to Fair Compensation and 

Resettlement and Rehabilitation Bill 

on August 29
th

, the Ministry of Rural 

Development will soon move a policy 

to demarcate the country according to 

land use patterns by creating inviolate 

agricultural and ecological zones. The 

draft of the national land utilization 

policy was released in July 2013 and 

the finalised draft is expected by 

September. 

 

According to the draft policy, the 

country will be divided into six land 

use zones based on predominant land 

use which are rural and agricultural, 

areas under transformation like semi-

urban areas, urban areas, industrial 

areas, ecological areas and hazard-

vulnerable areas. Within each zone, 

there will be further areas earmarked 

for targeted intervention namely: 

protected, regulatory, reserved and 

guided development areas. 

 

“Each zone will have development 

plans according to this land use 

pattern. So, there will be no direct 

conflict over land by various users. 

This is to avoid the increasing 

diversion of agricultural land for other 

uses. This is to avoid the increasing 

diversion of agricultural land for other 

uses. Each of these zones will have its 

own local and regional development 

plans. These plans will focus on 

increasing the productivity of the 

predominant land use.” 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/conten

t/land-use-policy-country-anvil 

Date Accessed: 04.09.2013 

(Simi Sunny) 

 

Interactive Map: 

Deaths Due to 

Structural Failures 

in India 
(Mona Chalabi, The Guardian, 3 

September, 2013) 
 

Using crime statistics, The Guardian 

has created an interactive map based 

on the results of data collected on the 

number of times a house, building, 

bridge or other structure collapsed in 

India in 2012, as well as the injuries 

and deaths resulting from them. Total 

number of injuries and deaths is 

further broken down by gender. 

 

The raw figures suggest serious flaws 

in structural safety standards. There 

were 2,651 deaths and 850 injuries 

caused from the collapse of 2,737 

structures in 2012. 

 

Building collapses are common in 

India. Builders cut corners by using 

substandard materials and multistory 

structures are often built without 

proper supervision. A massive demand 

for housing around India's cities and 

widespread corruption result in 

builders adding additional floors to 

buildings illegally, or putting up 

whole buildings entirely without 

proper approval. 

  

Sixty seven people died in November 

2010 when a tenement filled with 

migrant workers collapsed in eastern 

part of New Delhi, largely a working-

class area. Just this year in April a 

building collapse in Mumbai killed 72 

people and injured 70 others. In 

August, 11 died in Vadodara in 

August when 2 adjacent apartments 

collapsed. Even more recently in 

September a 100 year old house in 

Puri collapsed due to poor 

maintenance killing 4. 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/news/dat

ablog/interactive/2013/sep/03/india-

falling-2651-deaths-structural-

collapse-architecture-housing 

Date Accessed: 04.09.2013 

(Gayatri Verma) 

 

GOVERNMENT 

 

Government’s 

Initiative to Curb 

Gold Imports 
(Reuters, Business Standard, 29 

August, 2013) 

 

India with nearly $90 billion Current 

Account Deficit (CAD), plans to 

direct commercial banks to buy back 

jewellery, bars and coins for rupees 

to curb imports and take some heat 

off the depreciating currency since 

diverting even a fraction of the 

commercially available gold in the 

country (worth $1.4 trillion) to the 

refiners will slake the domestic 

demand for the metal. 

 

The secret operation was exposed 

when a vehicle carrying the first 

consignment of bullion broke down 

on its way to the airport from the 

central bank. India has taken multiple 

steps this year to curb gold imports, 

but such a sale would also dent the 

http://www.mizonews.net/mizoramnews/mizoram-likely-restart-reang-refugees-rehabilitation/
http://www.mizonews.net/mizoramnews/mizoram-likely-restart-reang-refugees-rehabilitation/
http://www.mizonews.net/mizoramnews/mizoram-likely-restart-reang-refugees-rehabilitation/
http://www.mizonews.net/mizoramnews/mizoram-likely-restart-reang-refugees-rehabilitation/
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/land-use-policy-country-anvil
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/land-use-policy-country-anvil
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/land-use-policy-country-anvil
http://www.theguardian.com/profile/mona-chalabi
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia/2010/11/20101115194924986457.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia/2010/11/20101115194924986457.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia/2013/06/201361019520698404.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia/2013/06/201361019520698404.html
http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/interactive/2013/sep/03/india-falling-2651-deaths-structural-collapse-architecture-housing
http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/interactive/2013/sep/03/india-falling-2651-deaths-structural-collapse-architecture-housing
http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/interactive/2013/sep/03/india-falling-2651-deaths-structural-collapse-architecture-housing
http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/interactive/2013/sep/03/india-falling-2651-deaths-structural-collapse-architecture-housing
http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/interactive/2013/sep/03/india-falling-2651-deaths-structural-collapse-architecture-housing
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 international gold prices which took a 

hit earlier this year after Cyprus said 

it was considering selling its gold 

reserves to shore up its finances. 

 

A similar initiative had been taken in 

the past as well when in 1991 during 

the balance of payment crisis, 67 

tonnes of gold was kept with Europe 

as collateral for loan to avoid a 

sovereign debt default. 

 

But Anand Sharma, Commerce 

Minister in response to a question in 

parliament, said "I have not said there 

should be any mortgaging of the 

gold, or auction of the gold, that is 

incorrect. I have just said the RBI 

should look into ... how they can 

benefit the people, particularly with 

regard to the bonds or the 

monetization." Earlier this week in 

comments reported in the national 

media, Sharma said "even if 500 

tonnes is monitised at today’s value it 

takes care of your CAD." 

 

http://www.business-

standard.com/article/markets/govt-

might-buy-gold-from-citizens-

113082901224_1.html 

Date Accessed: 01.09.2013 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

Bill to Give Pension 

Sector Regulator 

Statutory Powers 

Passed 
(Indivjal Dhasmana, 5 September, 

2013) 

 

The Lok Sabha on Wednesday, 4
th

 

September passed the Pension Fund 

Regulatory & Development 

Authority (PFRDA) Bill, originally 

introduced in 2005, which seeks to 

give statutory powers to the interim 

regulator constituted by an executive 

order in 2003. 

The Bill carried following 

amendments to the one tabled before. 

 

● The FDI cap for the pension 

sector, which has been fixed at 

26%, will move in sync with that 

for the insurance sector 

● Pension fund subscribers will get 

the option to invest their money 

in schemes with minimum 

assured returns 

● At least one of the managers for 

the proposed pension fund will 

have to mandatorily be from the 

public sector 

● At least 40 % of subscribers’ 

money under the proposed 

pension fund will have to be 

mandatorily annuitized 

● The bill allows subscribers to 

withdraw up to 25% of their 

contribution in some cases, 

where PFRDA will decide on the 

cases and the number of 

withdrawals. 

 

PFRDA, regulating New Pension 

Scheme (NPS) which defines 

contributions unlike the previous 

ones which defined benefits has been 

launched for all citizens of the 

country accounts for 5.28 million 

subscribers and a corpus of Rs. 

34,965 crore as on August 14, 2013. 

NPS, now managed by 8 fund 

managers is benefiting all central 

government employees except armed 

forces who have joined the services 

since January 1, 2004 and 

unorganised sector workers on 

voluntarily basis since May 1, 2009, 

covering 27 States and Union 

Territories. 

 

http://www.business-

standard.com/article/current-

affairs/bill-to-give-pension-sector-

regulator-statutory-powers-gets-

house-okay-113090400881_1.html 

Date Accessed: 09.09.2013 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

Corporate Social 

Responsibility and 

Sustainability 

Provision for the 

Central Public 

Sector Enterprises 

(Press Information Bureau, 04 

September, 2013)                 
                  

The Department of Public Enterprises 

(DPE) has issued guidelines on 

Corporate Social Responsibility 

(CSR) and Sustainability for Central 

Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) in 

April, 2013 wherein each CPSE shall, 

with the approval of its Board of 

Directors, make a budgetary 

allocation for CSR and Sustainability 

activities/projects for the year. 

  
Sachin Pilot, Minister of Corporate 

Affairs, said that the budgetary 

allocation is to be based on the 

profitability of the company and is 

determined by the Profit After Tax 

(PAT) in the previous year, as per the 

following table. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The performance of CPSEs on CSR 

and Sustainability is evaluated by the 

DPE through the MoU mechanism 

signed with the CPSE concerned” 

Informed Mr, Pilot. “The guidelines 

make it mandatory for all CPSEs to 

have a two-tier structure, comprising 

of a Board level Committee headed 

by either the Chairman and/or 

Managing Director, or an 

Independent Director, and a group of 

officers headed by a senior executive 

not less than one rank below the 

Board level. This two-tier structure is 

expected to have the authority and 

influence to be able to move forward 

the CSR agenda of the company.  

PAT of 

CPSE 

in the 

previous year 

Range of 

Budgetary 

allocation for 

CSR and 

Sustainability 

activities (as % of 

PAT in previous 

year) 

(i) Less than 

Rs. 100 crore 

3% - 5% 

(ii) Rs. 100 

crore to Rs. 

500 crore 

2% - 3% 

(iii) Rs. 500 

crore and 

above 

1% - 2% 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/govt-might-buy-gold-from-citizens-113082901224_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/govt-might-buy-gold-from-citizens-113082901224_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/govt-might-buy-gold-from-citizens-113082901224_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/govt-might-buy-gold-from-citizens-113082901224_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/govt-might-buy-gold-from-citizens-113082901224_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/bill-to-give-pension-sector-regulator-statutory-powers-gets-house-okay-113090400881_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/bill-to-give-pension-sector-regulator-statutory-powers-gets-house-okay-113090400881_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/bill-to-give-pension-sector-regulator-statutory-powers-gets-house-okay-113090400881_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/bill-to-give-pension-sector-regulator-statutory-powers-gets-house-okay-113090400881_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/bill-to-give-pension-sector-regulator-statutory-powers-gets-house-okay-113090400881_1.html
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 The implementation of CSR 

guidelines is also monitored by the 

administrative Ministry/Department 

concerned with CPSEs. An 

appropriate mechanism is being 

developed for reporting.” 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx

?relid=99098                                                                                            

Date Accessed: 04.09.2013 

 (Ashwin Varghese) 

 

The Stillborn 

Nirbhaya Fund 

(Revati Laul, Tehelka, 31August, 

2013) 

  

India’s first woman additional 

solicitor general, Indira Jaising, 

reacting to a remark on how the 

government had taken a few steps 

forward by announcing the Rs 1,000-

crore Nirbhaya Fund in this year’s 

budget, frowned. And then said 

solemnly: “That money is still sitting 

in the Ministry of Finance, unspent.” 

  

The Ministry for Women and Child 

Development says they thought the 

entire Rs 1,000 crore was coming to 

them and that they had formed a task 

force in May, chaired by “the 

minister herself” (Krishna Tirath), to 

plan how the money would be best 

used. “Then we were informed the 

money would stay with the finance 

ministry and we have to send in a 

proposal for a part of the fund,” said 

a ministry official. 

  

A senior officer from Ministry of 

Finance wanting to not disclose his 

name said Ministry had done its job. 

It announced the fund and then sent 

letters to all ministries, asking them 

to send proposals for how they’d like 

to spend it. “We wrote to the key 

ministries five times, and hardly any 

proposals have come,” he said. 

  

So far, they have received three very 

tiny proposals. One from the Ministry 

of Home Affairs, of not more than Rs 

50 crore, focuses mainly on 

strengthening all-women police 

stations. A similarly small proposal 

from the Planning Commission 

focuses on repairing women’s 

hostels. The third one, a proposal 

initiated by the Finance Ministry and 

handed over to the Ministry of 

Information Technology is the only 

interesting idea so far: creating a red 

‘panic’ button on all cell phones in 

India. The calls would feed into a 

common server that tracks the 

location through the SIM card. 

  

The task force of Ministry of Women 

and Child Development met only 

twice and are still drafting their 

proposal. A glimpse of their third 

draft, if indicative of things to come, 

is guaranteed to put more than a 

grimace on discerning faces. The 

roughly Rs 250-crore proposal 

focuses primarily on prevention, by 

changing mindsets. The list of how 

this will be achieved is long and 

vague. 

 

 http://www.tehelka.com/the-

stillborn-nirbhaya-fund/ 

Date Accessed: 10.09.2013 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

SECURITY 

 

Twitter Users may 

be Inadvertently 

Revealing their 

Location through 

Updates on the 

Social Media 

Channel 

 (Science Daily, 3 September 2013) 

 

A new study from USC researchers 

sampled more than 15 million tweets, 

showing that some twitter users may 

be inadvertently revealing their 

location through updates on the social 

media channel. 

  

The study provides important factual 

data for a growing national 

conversation about online privacy and 

third-party commercial or government 

use of geo-tagged information. Twitter 

has approximately 500 million active 

users who are expected to tweet 72 

billion times in 2013. Reports have 

shown that about six percent of users 

opt-in to allow the platform to 

broadcast their location with every 

tweet but, even users who have not 

opted-in for location tagging may be 

inadvertently revealing where their 

location. 

  

Lead author Chris Weidemann 

developed an application called 

Twitter2GIS to analyze the metadata 

collected by Twitter, including details 

about the user's hometown, time zone 

and language. During the study's one-

week sampling period, roughly 20 

percent of the tweets collected showed 

the user's location to an accuracy of 

street level or better. This kind of 

information can also provide 

opportunities for criminal misuse of 

the data. 

 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/

2013/09/130903194151.htm 

Date Accessed: 03. 09. 2013 

 (Neha Singh) 

 

SOCIAL AND 

ECONOMIC 

EXCLUSION 

 

Land Acquisition 

Bill Gives Special 

Concessions to SCs 

& STs                                          

(Press Information Bureau, 04 

September, 2013)  
 

The  Land Acquisition Bill, renamed 

as ‘The Right to Fair Compensation 

and Transparency in Land 

Acquisition, Rehabilitation and 

Resettlement Bill, 2012’ has 

provisions aimed at protecting the 

interests of SCs and STs. It states that 

“where acquisition does take place it 

shall be done as a demonstrable last 

resort.” The Bill also stipulates that as 

far as possible no acquisition shall 

take place in the Scheduled Areas. 

And where such acquisition does take 

place it has to be done with the 

approval/ consent of the local 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=99098
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=99098
http://www.tehelka.com/the-stillborn-nirbhaya-fund/
http://www.tehelka.com/the-stillborn-nirbhaya-fund/
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2013/09/130903194151.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2013/09/130903194151.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2013/09/130903194151.htm
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 institutions of self-governance 

(including the autonomous councils 

where they exist). 

Following measures have been 

incorporated in the Bill to protect the 

interests of the SCs and STs 

 

● Development Plan: to be 

prepared by laying down the 

details of procedure for settling 

land rights due but not settled and 

restoring titles of tribal on 

alienated land by undertaking a 

special drive together with land 

acquisition. It must also contain a 

programme for development of 

alternate fuel, fodder and non-

timber forest produce resources 

on non-forest lands within a 

period of five years sufficient to 

meet the requirements of tribal 

communities as well as the 

Scheduled Castes. 

● One-third to be paid up-front: 

one-third of the compensation 

amount shall be paid at the outset 

as first instalment and the rest 

shall precede the taking over of 

the possession of the land. 

● Resettlement in the same 

Scheduled Area: the affected 

families shall be resettled, 

preferably in the same Scheduled 

Area, so that they can retain their 

ethnic, linguistic and cultural 

identity. 

● Land for Community: The 

resettlement areas predominantly 

inhabited by the SCs and STs 

shall get land, to such extent as 

may be decided by the appropriate 

Government free of cost for 

community and social gatherings. 

● Alienation Of Tribal Lands To 

Be Void: Any alienation of land 

shall be treated as null and void: 

and in the case of acquisition of 

such lands, the rehabilitation and 

resettlement benefits shall be 

available to the original SC, ST 

land owners. 

● Fishing Rights: SCs and STs 

having fishing rights in a river or 

pond or dam in the affected area 

shall be given fishing rights in the 

reservoir area of the irrigation or 

hydel projects. 

● If Resettled Outside Scheduled 

Area Then Additional Benefits: 

SCs and STs shall be paid an 

additional twenty-five per cent 

rehabilitation and resettlement 

benefits...along with a one-time 

entitlement of fifty thousand 

rupees. 

● Higher Land-for-Land Area for 

SCs/STs: those losing land will 

be provided land equivalent to 

land acquired or two and a one-

half acres, whichever is lower. 

● Additional Amounts: Apart from 

subsistence amount of rupees 

3000 per month for a year, the 

displaced SCs and STs shall 

receive an additional rupees 

50,000. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?

relid=99110                                                                                     

                                                   

Date Accessed: 04.09.2013                                                                                                                          

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

Dilli Swawalamban 

Yojana: A Pension 

Scheme for the 

Unorganised Sector 

(The Hindu, 10 September, 2013) 
 

The Delhi government introduced a 

new pension scheme- Delhi 

Swawlamban Yojana- for workers 

engaged in the informal sector. 

Workers who presently lack social 

security (hawkers, artisans, 

construction workers, leather workers, 

domestic workers, cobblers, rickshaw 

pullers, anganwadi workers, helpers, 

auto drivers and taxi drivers) will 

hugely benefit from this scheme. 

 

The scheme is applicable for all 

unorganised workers in the age group 

of 18 to 60 years and who have been 

residents of the city for at least three 

years at the time of enrolment. Each 

worker will contribute Rs.1000 per 

annum and an equal amount will be 

deposited in his account by the 

Government. At the age of 60 years, a 

worker can withdraw 60 percent of the 

total amount and pension will be 

provided for the remaining 40 per cent 

in his account. Also, there is flexibility 

to exit the scheme before a worker 

turns 60. In case of the death of the 

beneficiary, the entire amount will be 

given to his nominee.  

 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/

news/states/delhi-cabinet-clears-

pension-scheme-for-unorganised-

sector/article5111689.ece 

Date Accessed: 10.09.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

Taking the Mass 

RTI Road to Land 

Rights 
(im4change) 
 

The landmark Right to Information 

Act has helped over a thousand 

Adivasis in north Maharashtra in 

getting closer to the Forest Rights Act. 

The latter was legislated in 2006 

giving forest dwelling and other 

Adivasi communities individual and 

community rights to lands they had 

traditionally cultivated and occupied.  

 

However, communities in rural India 

have struggled in getting the forest 

and administrative bureaucracy to 

transparently respond to their FRA 

claims and to not reduce land sizes 

while making titles without giving any 

reasons to the claimant about the basis 

for doing so. 

 

This had been the case in two Adivasi 

blocks of Thane since 2008. The 

villagers eventually decided to file 

mass RTI requests seeking reasons for 

the partial rejection of their FRA 

claims – over a thousand RTI 

applications were filed with the 

district officials insisting on the 

following information. 

 

 Name of FRA claimant 

 Evidence verified by the gram 

sabha 

 Land area approved by the gram 

sabha 

 Evidence verified by the SDLC 

 Land area approved by the SDLC   

 If land area approved by SDLC 

lesser than that by gram sabha, 

reason for partial rejection 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=99110
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=99110
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/states/delhi-cabinet-clears-pension-scheme-for-unorganised-sector/article5111689.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/states/delhi-cabinet-clears-pension-scheme-for-unorganised-sector/article5111689.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/states/delhi-cabinet-clears-pension-scheme-for-unorganised-sector/article5111689.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/states/delhi-cabinet-clears-pension-scheme-for-unorganised-sector/article5111689.ece
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  Date of letter sent to claimant 

explaining reasons for partial 

rejection 

 

Having received no response, over 

400 first appeals were filed, but to no 

avail, reinforcing their suspicions that, 

officials had acted arbitrarily in 

rejecting their FRA claims. 

  

It was only when the State 

Information Commissioner heard 

second appeals filed by 10 village 

representatives (nominated by 10 

gram sabhas) that the Commissioner 

ordered all 1271 applicants be given 

the information within 8 weeks. He 

also ordered Rs 2000 in compensation 

be paid to each of the 10 appellants. 

More significantly, the SIC order also 

directs the state’s Revenue Secretary 

to proactively disclose such 

information from now on for claims 

made since April 2011, and update the 

information every month. 

 

http://www.im4change.org/news-

alerts/taking-the-mass-rti-road-to-

land-rights-22517.html 

Date Accessed: 10.09.2013 
(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

CONNECTIVITY 

Parliament Passes 

National Highways 

Authority of India 

Amendment Bill 
 (Business Line, 03 September, 2013) 

 

The Parliament on 2
nd

 September gave 

its approval to the National Highways 

Authority of India (Amendment) Bill. 

The Bill aims at expanding the 

National Highways Authority to deal 

with the increased work load 

following large number of highway 

projects being undertaken by it. 

 

“At present the NHAI consists of a 

chairman, up to five full-time 

members and up to four part-time 

members. The Bill seeks to expand the 

Authority and it will now consist of a 

chairman, up to six full-time members 

and six part-time members. It 

mandates that at least two of the part-

time members must be non-

government professionals with 

knowledge or experience in financial 

management, transportation planning 

or any other relevant discipline.” 

 

This amendment is expected to 

enhance the capacity of the NHAI to 

take strategic decision, widen its 

perspective, bring in the best 

management practices and assist in 

achieving the goal of higher private 

participation. 

 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/

government-and-policy/lok-sabha-

nods-for-bill-seeking-expansion-of-

nhai/article3854430.ece 

Date Accessed: 3.09.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

EDUCATION 

 

Assam to Set up a 

Separate 

Directorate to 

Streamline Mid-

Day Meal 

(The Shillong Times, 3 September, 

2013) 
 

Chief Minister of Assam, Tarun Gogoi 

announced that his government would 

set up a separate directorate to 

streamline the mid-day meal scheme 

in the state. 

 

While reviewing the performance of 

the Sarba Siksha Abhiyan (SSA), the 

Chief Minister of state informed that 

Government of Assam would “directly 

transfer money to the School 

Management Committees (SMCs) for 

procuring utensils and adopting other 

measures to ensure success of the 

scheme in the state.” Likewise, he also 

discussed district-wise financial and 

physical achievements of SSA for 

2012-13 which included opening of 56 

new schools and distribution of free 

textbooks and uniforms. 

 

He further directed Himanta Biswa 

Sarma, the Minister for Education to 

take up training programmes for 

teachers on a “mission mode” to 

enhance their quality of teaching in 

order to improve the quality of 

education imparted to students in 

Assam. In addition to this, he also 

asked the “Education Minister to fill 

up the vacant posts of teachers at the 

Lower Primary (LP) and Middle 

Elementary (ME) schools.” 

 

In response the Minister of Education 

reported that “15,000 LP and ME 

teachers posts of the newly 

provincialised 8,000 schools would be 

filled up by March 31 next year.” He 

also reported that 92 per cent of the 

construction work of 5,898 additional 

classrooms has been completed. In 

addition to this 75 per cent of the 

construction work of building 6209 

headmasters’ rooms has also been 

completed along with the construction 

of 12,125 separate girls’ toilets in 

schools across the state nearing its 100 

per cent completion.  

 

http://www.theshillongtimes.com/201

3/09/03/gogoi-for-separate-

directorate-for-streamlining-mid-day-

meal/  

Date Accessed 04.09.2013 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 

  

Literacy for All 

Remains an Elusive 

Goal: New 

UNESCO Data 
(UNESCO.org, 09 September, 2013) 

 

 The new data released for 

International Literacy Day on 8 

September, show that most of the 

world’s illiterate adults live in South 

and West Asia and Sub-Saharan 

Africa. On the basis of current trends, 

743 million adults (15 years and older) 

will still lack basic literacy skills in 

2015, the deadline for the Millennium 

Development Goals. Out of this, two 

thirds are women. 

 

 Illiteracy also remains a persistent 

problem in developed countries. 

According to the Organization for 

Economic Cooperation and 

http://www.im4change.org/news-alerts/taking-the-mass-rti-road-to-land-rights-22517.html
http://www.im4change.org/news-alerts/taking-the-mass-rti-road-to-land-rights-22517.html
http://www.im4change.org/news-alerts/taking-the-mass-rti-road-to-land-rights-22517.html
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/government-and-policy/lok-sabha-nods-for-bill-seeking-expansion-of-nhai/article3854430.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/government-and-policy/lok-sabha-nods-for-bill-seeking-expansion-of-nhai/article3854430.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/government-and-policy/lok-sabha-nods-for-bill-seeking-expansion-of-nhai/article3854430.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/government-and-policy/lok-sabha-nods-for-bill-seeking-expansion-of-nhai/article3854430.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/government-and-policy/lok-sabha-nods-for-bill-seeking-expansion-of-nhai/article3854430.ece
http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2013/09/03/gogoi-for-separate-directorate-for-streamlining-mid-day-meal/
http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2013/09/03/gogoi-for-separate-directorate-for-streamlining-mid-day-meal/
http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2013/09/03/gogoi-for-separate-directorate-for-streamlining-mid-day-meal/
http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2013/09/03/gogoi-for-separate-directorate-for-streamlining-mid-day-meal/
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 Development (OECD), one in five 

young people in Europe had poor 

literacy skills in 2009, and some 160 

million adults in OECD countries 

were functionally illiterate. This 

implicates that they do not have the 

skills needed to function in today’s 

environments such as the ability to fill 

out forms, follow instructions, read a 

map, or help their children with 

homework. 

 

The statistics also highlight the 

difficulties of reducing illiteracy rates. 

An evaluation of the achievements 

made over the United Nations Literacy 

decade, which ended in 2012, shows a 

multitude of initiatives to overcome 

illiteracy and a much greater 

awareness of the scope of the problem. 

However, it also highlights the need to 

improve the quality of education – 

from teacher training to the content 

and relevance of what is taught – and 

ensures that government policy is 

translated into action. 

 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-

services/single-

view/news/literacy_for_all_remains_a

n_elusive_goal_new_unesco_data_sho

ws/#.Ui1YtTZBPEl 

Date Accessed: 09.09.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

Foreign Universities 

Allowed to Operate 

in India 
(LiveMint, 10 September, 2013) 

 

The Department of Industrial Policy 

and Promotion (DIPP) and the 

Department of Economic Affairs 

(DEA) has allowed Foreign 

Universities to function as companies 

under the Companies Act with the 

effect that they can now operate 

independently in India, set up 

campuses, and offer degrees (without 

having a local partner). 

 

The statement issued by the Ministry 

of Human Resources and 

Development, is effectively an 

executive order and doesn’t need to be 

approved by the Parliament. 

 

With the powers vested in it through 

the University Grants Commission 

(UGC) Act, the Ministry will allow 

Foreign Universities to set up campus 

in India and issue foreign degrees. 

Currently, a foreign university needs 

to join hands with a local education 

provider to offer courses and the 

degrees are not considered foreign 

degrees. 

 

Under the proposed rules, foreign 

universities can set up campuses in 

India once they have been notified as 

‘Foreign Education Provider’ by 

UGC. An educational institution 

wishing to operate in India needs to be 

in the top 400 rank in one of three 

global rankings: the UK-based Times 

Higher Education Ranking; 

Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) ranking 

published in the UK again; and the 

China-based Shanghai Jiao Tong 

University rankings. 

 

The degrees awarded by foreign 

universities in India will be considered 

foreign degrees and will get an Indian 

equivalence approval from the 

Association of Indian Universities 

(AIU). These universities will also 

function under the UGC rules. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/95u

WiRa3RsjewIKYLSB9II/Foreign-

universities-allowed-to-operate-in-

India.html 

Date Accessed: 10.09.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

  

HEALTH 

 

New Health 

Initiatives for 

Assam 
(PIB, 01 September, 2013) 
  

Union Health Minister of Health & 

Family Welfare Shri Ghulam Nabi 

Azad has launched various new health 

initiatives worth 500 crore Rupees 

under the National Rural Health 

Mission (NRHM) for strengthening 

healthcare services in Assam.  

 

The new health initiatives include Free 

Generic Drug Service, Rashtriya Bal 

Swasthya karyakram (RBSK), 

National Iron Plus Initiative, Fleet of 

359 New Ambulances for National 

Ambulance Service. He also 

inaugurated the Mother & Child 

Tracking System Call Centre and 

Tele-Radiology Project under NRHM.  

 In addition, the foundation stone of 

14 MCH Wings of various District 

Hospitals was launched which shall to 

cater to the increased demand of 

institutional deliveries, as well as to 

improve the maternal & child health. 

 

Over 96000 crore Rupees has already 

been released to different states of 

India under the NRHM and around 

54000 new constructions or 

renovations of public health facilities 

have been taken up in India. 

Highlighting the achievements of 

Assam in health sector, he appreciated 

the initiative of State Government for 

taking full advantage of the fund 

provided by the Ministry of Health 

and Family Welfare to the States 

under NRHM. 

 

Explaining the importance of 

Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram 

(RBSK), Shri Azad stated that this 

unique initiative signals a leap towards 

universal health coverage. RBSK is 

the broad and comprehensive 

programme which aims to screen 27 

crore children up to the age of 18 

years across India for 4 Ds, i.e., 

Diseases, Disabilities, Defects and 

Disorders. The Union Health Ministry 

under NRHM bears all the expenses 

on the treatment and management of 

specified medical conditions of 

screened children, up to the tertiary 

level. 

  

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?

relid=0 

Date Accessed: 02.09.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 
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http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=0
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Protect the Patient's 

Right to Privacy 
(Economic and Political Weekly, 14 

September, 2013) 
   

The social stigma attached to 

HIV/AIDS patients in Indian society is 

a distressful and familiar phenomenon 

the fact that a vast majority of them 

face discrimination and downright 

humiliation in situations where they 

have gone to seek healthcare is 

shameful. No heed is paid to their 

vulnerabilities by keeping their 

identities secret. In the Gobindsingh 

Government Hospital in Jamnagar in 

2009, a 25-year old pregnant HIV 

patient had to go through the hospital 

for different tests with a sticker saying 

“HIV seropositive” on her forehead. 

Ruling on a PIL filled against this case 

in Gujarat High Court (HC) recently 

directed the state government to 

ensure that the identities of HIV/AIDS 

patients are protected “so that other 

patients also come forward for taking 

treatment”. 

  

The HIV-AIDS (Prevention and 

Control) Bill 2006 which has been 

passing back and forth between the 

health and law ministries has, 

according to media reports last year, 

been finalised. However, nothing has 

moved since then. The provisions 

prohibit mandatory testing for 

purposes of employment or for 

accessing education, health services or 

public places. It provides for the 

setting up of an ombudsman to deal 

with complaints of confidentiality 

breach and discrimination in housing, 

employment, etc, on grounds of being 

a HIV/AIDS patient and stipulates a 

fine of Rs 1 lakh. Further, any 

expression, verbal or written, that 

leads to hostility against these patients 

can attract imprisonment of up to two 

years. It gives affected women the 

right to live in a shared property 

(many women have faced forcible 

eviction) and the medical costs of their 

treatment to be calculated in 

maintenance settlements in case of 

divorce. The bill also makes a number 

of other detailed provisions to deal 

with discrimination and breach of 

confidentiality in the course of a 

HIV/AIDS patient’s life. 

  

http://www.epw.in/editorials/protect-

patients-right-privacy.html 

Date Accessed: 09.09.2013 

(Jeet Singh) 

  

URBAN 

 

MHUPA  Proposes 

Solutions to 

Streamline 

Procedures and 

Fast Track 

Construction 

Approvals 
(The Hindu, 3 September, 2013) 

 

The expert committee constituted by 

the Ministry of Housing and Urban 

Poverty Alleviation (MHUPA) has 

recently proposed solutions to 

streamline procedures and fast track 

construction approvals. This move is 

significant because in the area of 

buildings construction, simplifying 

approvals without compromising the 

safety of a structure is a long overdue 

reform. The system of building 

approvals is wrought with inefficiency 

and corruption because of a maze of 

procedures, inconsistent processes and 

lack of transparency. 

 

The expert committee constituted by 

the MHUPA last year had introduced 

various reforms in the past, however, 

they failed. Now, they have come up 

with three broad categories of reforms. 

 

“The first set of recommendations 

concern procedures: government 

agencies have to lay down clear 

processes with firm time commitment, 

develop comprehensive building rules 

that would remove cumbersome 

requirements such as obtaining 

multiple clearances and reduce the 

burden on local bodies by permitting 

qualified personnel to self-certify 

building plans. 

The second set of reforms aims at 

setting up a single window system 

using information technology for 

screening building permission 

applications. The last category is 

about improving capacities in local 

bodies.” 

 

The article notes that “a few cities in 

India have implemented IT-based 

automated building approval 

procedures, but these still do not 

function as true single window 

systems as related departments cannot 

share the information. They also seem 

rudimentary when compared with 

intelligent systems used in places such 

as Singapore, where builders can get 

clearances from more than 10 

departments by filing a single 

application.” 

 

The article opines that “an efficient 

one-stop solution is possible only 

when e-governance is fully integrated 

across different government agencies. 

The emphasis must be on removing 

various discretionary powers vested 

with the government. Such provisions 

not only operate outside the 

streamlined and automated processes 

but are also often misused. Self-

certification and other 

recommendations would be 

meaningful and effective only when 

there is strong enforcement and zero 

tolerance of violations. Speedy 

approval is necessary, but so is 

organised development.” 

 

“A World Bank study in 2012 

identified that a building permit in 

Indian cities on an average involves 

34 procedures and takes about 196 

days. In contrast, Singapore, which is 

a world leader in best construction 

practices, stipulates 11 procedures and 

takes only 26 days to sanction. Since 

2006, various government committees 

have looked into this issue and 

recommended improvements, but to 

no avail.” Therefore, one would have 

to wait and see if these 

recommendations, coming as they do 

after previous unsuccessful attempts, 

bring about the much-needed change. 

 

http://www.epw.in/editorials/protect-patients-right-privacy.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/protect-patients-right-privacy.html
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 http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/edit

orial/streamlining-building-

approvals/article5086557.ece 

Date Accessed: 04.09.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

  

Accelerating 

Urbanisation 

Widens Social 

Divides 

(Rahul Goswami, Infochange News 

& Features, August, 2013) 

  

The increase in urban population 

between 2001 and 2011 was from 

286.1 million to 377.1 million. There 

has been rapid addition to the already 

large group of towns in India, from 

5,161 in 2001 to 7,935 in 2011. A 

report by the McKinsely Global 

Institute in 2010 projected that the 

population of India’s cities will 

increase from 340 million in 2008 to 

590 million by 2030—40% of India’s 

total population. Approach Paper to 

the Twelfth Five-Year Plan see much 

good in it and recognizes importance 

of agglomeration and densification in 

stimulating economic efficiencies and 

providing more opportunities for 

earning livelihood. The expectation is 

that as India's cities expand, India's 

economic profile will also change. In 

1995, India's GDP was divided almost 

evenly between its urban and rural 

economies. By 2030, according to the 

McKinsey report's calculations, urban 

India will generate nearly 70% of 

India's GDP. 

  

The McKinsely estimates that to meet 

urban demand, India needs to build 

350-400 km of metros and subways 

and 19,000-25,000 km of road lanes 

every year. Demand and supply of 

food in urban area is another big 

concern as if now urban 

administrations rarely plan for the 

food required by their citizens -- its 

sources, costs and alternatives that can 

help establish a nutrient cycle between 

urban consumption and rural 

producers. Thus multilateral lending 

agencies have already recommended 

India’s central and state governments 

to step up construction of the urban 

infrastructure needed to bridge the 

perceived gap between demand for 

services and their provision. 

  

The current policy framework, 

emphasising towards GDP growth, 

will not deal with the question of 

access to resources and fair use of 

land. The rise of urban India has 

fuelled a limited economic growth in 

India during the last two decades. The 

NSS 68
th

 round reveals that, the per 

capita expenditure level of the urban 

population was, on average, about 

87.4% higher than that of the rural 

population. The top 10% of the rural 

population had an average MPCE 

about 6.9 times that of the bottom 

10%. The top 10% of the urban 

population had an average MPCE, 

about 10.9 times that of the bottom 

10%. 

 

http://infochangeindia.org/agenda/urba

nisation/accelerating-urbanisation-

widens-social-divides.html 

Date Accessed: 30.08.2013 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

Cabinet Gives Nod 

to Two Policies for 

Urban Poor 
(Sobhana K., Telegraph, 03 

September, 2013; PIB, 03 

September, 2013) 
 

The cabinet has, this month, given its 

nod to two policies aimed at providing 

employment and housing to the urban 

poor. 

 

The government has set aside Rs 

6,505 crore for generating 

employment for the urban poor under 

the National Urban Livelihood 

Mission (NULM) till 2017. Also, Rs 

35,810 crore would be used under the 

Rajiv Awas Yojana to make housing 

available to the urban poor by the year 

2022. 

 

The policies, piloted by the Ministry 

of Housing and Poverty Alleviation, 

have been under consideration since 

2012 and have been under the 

consideration of three ministers, 

namely, Kumari Selja, Ajay Makken 

and Girija Vyas. 

The emphasis of the NULM is on 

“gainful self-employment and skilled 

wage employment opportunities” 

instead of jobs for unskilled labourers. 

A senior official said that later the 

scheme would also try to provide job 

assurance like MNREGA. “The 

mission would also aim at providing 

shelter equipped with essential 

services to the urban homeless in a 

phased manner.” It would also address 

livelihood concerns of the urban street 

vendors. 

 

The Rajiv Awas Yojana promises 

property rights to slum dwellers who 

have been living in the same slum for 

a specified period of time, which 

would be decided by the state 

governments. The slum will be 

replaced by pucca houses. 

 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/11309

04/jsp/nation/story_17309622.jsp#.Ui

cMlTZQGxl 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?

relid=99092 

Date Accessed: 07.09.2013 

(Amrutha Jose Pampackal) 

 

TRANSPORT 

Privatization of the 

Six Main Airports 
(The Hindu, 30August, 2013) 

 

India’s civil aviation ministry has 

decided to privatize six airports, 

including the Chennai and Lucknow 

airports that were recently the 

recipients of elaborate and expensive 

facelifts performed by the state-owned 

Airports Authority of India. 

 

The government will offer 100% 

stakes to the private parties for a 

period of 30 years. Four of the six 

metro airports in the country New 

Delhi, Mumbai, Hyderabad, and 

Bangalore are already run by private 

operators. The ministry says it now 

wants the Kolkata, Chennai, Lucknow, 

Guwahati, Jaipur and Ahmedabad 

airports to be privatized too despite 

opposition by an airline lobby group 

that says passengers and airlines will 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/streamlining-building-approvals/article5086557.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/streamlining-building-approvals/article5086557.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/streamlining-building-approvals/article5086557.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/streamlining-building-approvals/article5086557.ece
http://infochangeindia.org/agenda/urbanisation/accelerating-urbanisation-widens-social-divides.html
http://infochangeindia.org/agenda/urbanisation/accelerating-urbanisation-widens-social-divides.html
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http://infochangeindia.org/agenda/urbanisation/accelerating-urbanisation-widens-social-divides.html
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1130904/jsp/nation/story_17309622.jsp#.UicMlTZQGxl
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 have to pay more to use these airports 

if such a step is taken. It plans to start 

with the Chennai and Kolkata airports. 

The objective of the process is to have 

efficient airports, good management 

and service standards. 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Ind

ustry/govt-open-to-privatise-6-

airports/article5071644.ece 

Date Accessed: 03.09.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

 

Union Cabinet 

Approved National 

Institute of Solar 

Energy (NISE) for 

Research and 

Technology 
(Indian Awaaz, 03 September, 2013) 
 

The Union Cabinet has recently 

approved the proposal for setting up of 

an autonomous "National Institute of 

Solar Energy" (NISE) to assist the 

Ministry and function as the apex 

national centre for research and 

technology development and related 

activities in the area of solar energy 

technologies in the country. 

 

“Solar energy technologies are 

evolving continuously and the 

proposal to set up the National 

Institute of Solar Energy is an 

innovative idea which will accelerate 

the process to support induction of the 

latest technologies to ensure 

maximum cost benefit and lead to 

early commercialization. Solar power 

project developers will be motivated 

to use more efficient and optimized 

solar components.” 

 

The National Institute of Solar Energy 

(NISE) is to be set up immediately by 

converting the Solar Energy Centre 

(SEC), Gurgaon with a long term 

vision to develop it as a world class 

institute for research and technology 

development in the area of solar 

energy. It was also suggested that a 

Review-cum-Strategy Formulation 

Committee be set up with 

representation from industry, the 

scientific community, financial 

institutions etc. to prepare a blueprint. 

This committee would look at various 

models available in the country and 

outside and prepare a roadmap for the 

Institute. 

 

http://theindianawaaz.com/index.php?

option=com_content&view=article&i

d=14292&catid=19 

Date Accessed: 03.09. 2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

 Government 

Approves Rs. 351 

Crore Scheme to 

Create Awareness 

on Water 

Conservation 
(Vishwa Mohan, Economic Times, 3 

September, 2013) 
  

The Government has approved a Rs 

351 crore scheme in order to generate 

awareness about water-use efficiency, 

conservation and management. 

  

The proposal - Human Resources 

Development and Capacity Building 

Scheme - was approved by the 

Cabinet committee on economic 

affairs. The Scheme will be 

implemented by the ministry of water 

resources with a total financial outlay 

of Rs. 351 crore during the 12th Plan 

period. 

  

The scheme proposes to generate 

awareness by targeting various 

stakeholders including general public, 

school children, agriculturists, 

industrialists and other water users 

through highlighting importance of 

conserving the precious national 

resource. 

The average annual potential of 

utilizable water in the country remains 

constant at 1,121 billion cubic metres 

but there is an estimated requirement 

of 1,180 BCM by the year 2050. 

  

Stating the rationale behind the 

scheme, an official statement said, 

"Supply side management (of 

available water resources) has 

limitations since most of the options 

of harnessing available water have 

already been utilized and the 

incremental cost of harnessing newer 

sources like desalination entails higher 

costs". 

  

Considering that the situation could be 

brought under control only through 

demand side management, it said, 

"There is an urgent need to create 

awareness among the people to 

conserve and make judicious use of 

available water. This necessitates 

sensitizing people on optimal 

utilization of water resources and up-

gradation of capacities and capabilities 

of all stakeholders". 

  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/e

nvironment/the-good-

earth/government-approves-rs-351-

crore-scheme-to-create-awareness-on-

water-

conservation/articleshow/22264120.c

ms 

Date Accessed: 04.09.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

  

LAW AND 

JUSTICE 
 

Set Up Exclusive 

Courts to Try Caste 

Atrocities: Punia              
(Smriti Kak Ramachandran, The 

Hindu, 04 September, 2013) 
 

The National Commission for 

Scheduled Castes (NCSC) has sought 

the setting up of exclusive courts for 

cases of castes atrocities and gender 

violence. The NCSC chairman P.L. 

Punia said, “There is a provision of 

special courts and special laws for 

hearing such cases and also an 

instruction that the case will be 

investigated by senior officials, but all 

of this exists only on paper. Cases are 

not filed in police stations unless there 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/govt-open-to-privatise-6-airports/article5071644.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/govt-open-to-privatise-6-airports/article5071644.ece
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 is pressure and the disposal rate is 

slow. In view of the backlog of 

pending cases across the country, we 

are demanding exclusive courts that 

will take up such cases and in a time-

bound manner deliver justice.” 

 

“An informal study…has shown that 

of all cases of crimes against women, 

95 per cent are caste-based. We have 

10 States which have the worst record 

of crimes and atrocities against Dalits. 

In 2009 alone, 33,426 cases of crime 

against SCs were recorded…and of 

these 31,222 came from  the 10 States 

of Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Andhra 

Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, 

Karnataka, Orissa, Tamil Nadu, 

Gujarat and Maharashtra.” Added Mr. 

Punia, further noting that there is an 

alarming trend where even crimes like 

rape and murder are not being 

registered and people have to 

approach the court under section 

156(3) of the code of criminal 

procedure (Cr.PC) to register cases. 

“In 2008, 43 murder and 41 rape cases 

were ignored and not registered by the 

police.” 

 

He notes that there will further be a 

need to sensitise the judges, 

prosecutors and investigating officials 

of the proposed exclusive courts. 

“There is at the moment very little 

information about the intricacies and 

finer points of the Scheduled Castes 

and Scheduled Tribes [Prevention of 

Atrocities] Act, and the Protection of 

Civil Rights Act, 1955” he said. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/nation

al/set-up-exclusive-courts-to-try-caste-

atrocities-punia/article5090583.ece                        

Date Accessed: 04.09.2013  

 (Ashwin Varghese) 

 

Rehabilitation 

Package for Acid 

Attack and Rape 

Victims: 

Maharashtra 

Government 
(The Indian Express, 06 September, 

2013) 

 

The Maharashtra state government has 

worked out a rehabilitation package 

for survivors of sexual assault and 

other forms of violence and it will be 

soon sent to the Cabinet for approval. 

In 2011, Mumbai, Nashik, Solapur, 

Pune, Aurangabad, Amravati, Nagpur, 

Thane and Navi Mumbai saw 81,832 

cases pertaining to violence against 

women. According to the state CID 

report, Nagpur, Pune, Mumbai, 

Nashik, Aurangabad, Solapur, 

Amravati and Ahmednagar have 

registered 1,002 rape cases. At least 

53 per cent of the girls are minors. 

 

According to MLC Neelam Gorhe, 

member of a state-level committee to 

combat violence against women, 

91.78 per cent of the total cases of 

crimes against women registered with 

the state police were still unsolved. 

Besides demanding a rehabilitation 

package for survivors of rape and acid 

attacks, Gorhe has urged the CM to 

ensure that rape accused do not get 

bail easily. 

 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/r

ehabilitation-package-for-acid-attack-

rape-victims-soon-govt/1165378/ 

Date Accessed: 06-09-2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

10 Fast-Track 

Courts for Trials on 

Crimes against 

Women: Karnataka 

Government 
(The Echo of India, 10 September, 

2013) 

 

The, Law and Parliamentary Affairs 

Minister has announced that 

Karnataka government would set up 

ten fast-track courts to exclusively try 

crimes against women. As many as 37 

staff would be provided to each court, 

including the district judge. Three 

such courts would come up in the 

major towns of Belgaum, Dakshina 

Kannada, Gulbarga, Kodagu, Mandya, 

Mysore and Ramanagara. Number of 

such cases in other districts of 

Karnataka is less, not necessitating 

establishing such courts. 

 

“The move to set up such courts is for 

speedy disposal of such cases and 

instil confidence among women”, the 

Minister said. The minister also said 

that he has written a letter to the Home 

Minister K J George and Women and 

Child Development Minister to ensure 

rigorous implementation of 

legislations which provide for 

stringent punishment to persons who 

commit or abet offences against 

women. 

 

http://www.echoofindia.com/bangalor

e-10-fast-track-courts-try-crimes-

against-women-38117 

Date Accessed: 11.09.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

 Assam Govt. 

Mulling Anti-

Superstition Law 
(Eastern Mirror Nagaland, 09 

September, 2013) 
  

With attacks against persons suspected 

to be practising witchcraft on rise, the 

Assam government is planning to 

bring in an Anti-Superstition Bill in 

the next session of the state Assembly. 

 

Chief Minister Mr. Gogoi recently 

announced that the state government 

was contemplating to enact a law to 

put an end to the practice of 

witchcraft. The government would 

launch an awareness campaign. 

There has been a noticeable rise in 

cases where people are getting killed 

after being suspected of practising 

witchcraft. In the last decade alone, 

Assam has witnessed nearly 100 

killings as a result of various social 

evils practised by people inspired by 

superstition. 

 

Following table summarises the no. of 

witch-hunting crimes committed 

recorded by the police: 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/set-up-exclusive-courts-to-try-caste-atrocities-punia/article5090583.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/set-up-exclusive-courts-to-try-caste-atrocities-punia/article5090583.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/set-up-exclusive-courts-to-try-caste-atrocities-punia/article5090583.ece
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/rehabilitation-package-for-acid-attack-rape-victims-soon-govt/1165378/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/rehabilitation-package-for-acid-attack-rape-victims-soon-govt/1165378/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/rehabilitation-package-for-acid-attack-rape-victims-soon-govt/1165378/
http://www.echoofindia.com/bangalore-10-fast-track-courts-try-crimes-against-women-38117
http://www.echoofindia.com/bangalore-10-fast-track-courts-try-crimes-against-women-38117
http://www.echoofindia.com/bangalore-10-fast-track-courts-try-crimes-against-women-38117


 

 

23 

SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

 
Year No. of witch-

hunting cases 

registered by police 

2012 14 

2011 29 

2010 11 

2009 4 

2008 10 

2007 7 

 

The Assam State Commission for 

Women has been pushing the govt. to 

enact a law on several occasions. The 

Journalist Forum Assam has urged the 

government to enact a law against 

superstition on the lines of an 

ordinance recently passed by the 

Maharashtra government. 

 

Social activist Dibyajyoti Saikia, who 

has been engaged in campaigning 

against such practices and related 

violence, said the law proposed to be 

enacted in the state must be strong so 

that it acts as a deterrent for people 

committing this crime. He suggested 

that the punishment should range from 

a minimum imprisonment of one year 

to life sentence and the fine from Rs 

5,000 to Rs 50,000 for those convicted 

in cases under the law. 

 

In states like Bihar, Jharkhand and 

Chhattisgarh, the anti-superstition law 

has failed to act as a deterrent since 

the provision of  

punishment enshrined in the law is 

mild. At most, the punishment 

amounts to three months in jail and a 

penalty of Rs. 1,000. 

 

http://www.easternmirrornagaland.co

m/2013/09/assam-govt-mulling-anti-

superstition-law/ 

Date Accessed: 10.09.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 
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CASTEISM 

Study Reveals 

Origin of India’s 

Caste System 
(The Times of India, 11 August, 

2013) 
 

A study which was carried out by 

Harvard Medical School and the 

CSIR-Centre for Cellular and 

Molecular Biology (CCMB) in 

Hyderabad has revealed that the caste 

system in India began about 2,000 

years ago. The study adds that people 

from different genetic populations 

from the North and the South began to 

mix with each other about 4,200 years 

ago but that the mixing stopped about 

2,000 years ago. 

 

The results which are based on an 

analysis of 25 different Indian 

population groups, found that all 

populations in India showed evidence 

of a genetic mixing of two ancestral 

groups, the Ancestral North Indians 

(ANI), who are related to central 

Asians, middle easterners, caucasians, 

and Europeans ; and the Ancestral 

South Indians (ASI), who are 

primarily from the subcontinent. In the 

beginning, when the ANI and ASI 

populations mixed, their chromosomal 

segments would have been very long. 

But when the two groups began to 

intermarry, the chromosomal 

segments would have broken up at one 

or two places per chromosome, per 

generation, thus recombining maternal 

and paternal genetic material. The 

results are based on the study of the 

chromosomal pattern. 

 

“Lalji Singh, a former researcher at 

CSIR-CCMB says the fact that every 

population in India evolved from 

randomly mixed populations suggests 

that social classifications like the caste 

system are not likely to have existed in 

the same way before the mixture 

happened."  

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ho

me/science/Study-reveals-origin-of-

Indias-caste-

system/articleshow/21754499.cms?int

enttarget=no 

Date Accessed: 04. 09. 2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

GENDER 

 

Parliamentary 

Panel Recommends 

Flexible Work 

Timings for Women 
(PTI, 30 August, 2013) 
 

‘Terming household responsibilities as 

one of the major reasons for attrition 

among women employees, a 

Parliamentary committee has 

recommended introduction of flexible 

timing for women, especially young 

mothers, so that organisations can 

retain talent.’ 

 

In the latest report of the Standing 

Committee on Law, Personnel and 

Public Grievances on the 'Status of 

women in government employment 

and in public sector undertakings with 

regard to the service conditions, 

protection against exploitation, 

incentives and other related issues' 

tabled in both Houses of Parliament, 

the panel also highlighted that action 

taken on complaints of sexual 

harassment at workplace by various 

organisations it interacted was ‘not 

satisfactory.’ 

 

Holding responsibilities within the 

household as one of the major reasons 

for women leaving a job, the Panel 

stated, "The committee believes that 

adopting a policy of flexible timings 

for women and young mothers helps 

in ensuring better balance between 

work and home.  The panel further 

stated that if the factor responsible for 

attrition is "adequately addressed", it 

would help in retaining experienced 

and skilled staff, preserving 

commitment and loyalty and 

minimising the need for training and 

capacity building of fresh recruits.  

 

The committee recommended that the 

Ministry of Personnel further explore 

the possibility of framing a policy on 

'staggered working hours' or 'work at 

home' for women employees. 

  

http://www.business-

standard.com/article/pti-stories/par-

panel-recommends-flexible-work-

timings-for-women-

113083000526_1.html 

Date Accessed: 31.08.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

One Dowry Death 

Per Hour in India: 

NCRB Report 
(Dawn, 6 September, 2013) 
 

The National Crime Reports Bureau 

has revealed that there have been 8233 

deaths of women last year due to 

dowry related disputes and demands. 

A low conviction rate of 32%, apart 

from other loopholes in the dowry 

prevention laws and delays in 

prosecution are some of the factors 

leading to rise in dowry-related 

crimes. 

 

According to Ranjana Kumari, a 

women’s right activist, India’s 

economic boom has adversely 

contributed to increasing dowry 

demands and subsequent violence. She 

argues that an open market for foreign 

goods generates desire in the youth, 

who cannot afford the same. 

 

Kumari states, ''Marriages have 

become commercialized. It's like a 

business proposition where the groom 

and his family make exorbitant 

demands and the wealthier the family, 

the more outrageous the demands.'' 

 

An experienced senior police officer at 

New Delhi was also of the opinion 

that even the highly educated people 

do not desist from the practice of 

dowry. 

 

http://dawn.com/news/1040722/one-

woman-dies-every-hour-in-india-over-

dowry-report 

Date Accessed: 06.09.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 
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Launch of ‘Ahimsa 

Messenger’ 

Programme to 

Address Violence 

Against Women 

and Children 

(ANI, 31 August, 2013) 
  

UPA Chairperson Smt. Sonia Gandhi 

recently launched the 'Ahimsa 

Messenger' programme to spread 

awareness about the legal rights of 

women and children at the grassroots 

level. The initiative by the Ministry of 

Women and Child Development 

addresses violence against women in 

all forms through a mass movement 

by creating numerous Ahimsa 

Messengers in various parts of the 

country. 

  

The 'Ahimsa Messenger' programme 

aims at preventing violence against 

women and children and generating 

awareness about basic legal rights, 

procedures and provisions amongst 

women and children at the grassroots. 

The programme involves both men 

and women including youths to 

address and eliminate all forms of 

violence against women and children 

at grassroots and facilitate 

social/community mobilization to 

fight social evils. 

 

It would also serve as link to workers 

in case of any violence and also 

facilitate the women to approach the 

concerned authorities in case of 

incidences of violence for suitable 

redressal and follow up on the case. 

 

The programme envisages generating 

awareness amongst the community 

and giving intensive training to 

various cadres of grass root level 

workers under various programmes 

across the country, besides generating 

awareness amongst the community 

especially adolescent girls and boys 

about their civic responsibilities and 

duties. 

 

Ahimsa Messengers will facilitate an 

enabling environment for safety and 

security of women and children in the 

community. They will also create 

women and child friendly 

environment in villages through 

community participation, especially of 

local leaders, adolescent boys and 

men, opinion makers, village elders 

etc. 

 

This programme will be implemented 

through all Anganwadi Centres, all 

Panchayati Raj Institutions, Sabla 

Girls (in the age group of 16-18 years) 

and Poorna Shakti Kendras (PSK) 

coordinators under the National 

Mission for Empowerment of Women 

(NMEW) will be trained as Ahimsa 

Messengers. 

 

http://www.business-

standard.com/article/news-ani/ahimsa-

messenger-programme-would-

prevent-violence-against-women-

children-sonia-gandhi-

113083100176_1.html 

Date Accessed: 01.09.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

 

Protecting the 

Tribals in Their 

Own Lands 

(Alok K N Mishra, The Times of 

India, 17 August, 2013) 

 

The Union minister of Tribal Affairs, 

V Kishore Chandra, pushed the 

Jharkhand governor to use his powers 

to protect the rights of the tribals. This 

comes in the backdrop of tribal 

leaders’ claim that the tribals have 

been suffering in the conflict between 

the Naxalites and the security forces in 

the forest areas. 

 

The government must be encouraged 

to protect the tribals because data 

reveals that atrocities against tribals 

are on a rise. The number of registered 

crimes against Scheduled Tribes, 

which include cruel and violent acts 

against them like kidnapping rape, 

murder and robbery, have risen from 

124 in 2002 to an alarming 287 in 

2012. The total number of crimes 

against the tribals increased from 125 

in 2002 to 696 in 2012. In 2012, a 

total of 77 cases of skirmishing with 

scheduled tribes were reported. Such 

atrocities continue despite the 

government’s program of setting up a 

police station in every district in the 

affected areas for better outreach.  

 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.

com/2013-08-

17/ranchi/41419886_1_tribals-

domicile-policy-total-cases 

Date Accessed: 01.09.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

DEMOGRAPHY 

 

India has 40% of 

World’s Child 

Brides, Survey 

Finds 

(Himanshi Dhawan, TNN, 9
 

September, 2013) 

 

The National Family Health Survey-3 

reveals that India has 40% of the 

world’s child brides. It also shows that 

46% of women between the age group 

18-29 in the country were married 

before the age of 18. 

 

 Breakthrough, a global human rights 

NGO, have found out that 60% of 

women between the ages of 20-24 

were married before 18 in Hazaribagh 

and Gaya districts in Bihar as well as 

in Ranchi (Jharkhand). 

 

The NGO famous for its “bell bajao” 

campaign against domestic violence 

hopes to alter the cultural setting that 

perpetuates early marriage and help in 

moving to a society values the rights, 

personhood and lives of girls. 

 

Out of 60 million girls made child 

brides every year, 30 million or half 

the total number belongs to South 

Asia. 

 

The United Nations Population Fund 

(UNFPA) has stated that if the trends 

continue between 2011 and 2020, 

more than 140 million girls will 
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 become child brides, of which at least 

18.5 million will be under the age of 

15. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ind

ia/India-has-40-of-worlds-child-

brides-survey-

finds/articleshow/22425878.cms 

Date Accessed: 09.09.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

REGIONALISM 

 

Darjeeling Puts off 

Agitation till 

October 

(Darjeeling Times, 10 September, 

2013) 
Paying respect to Home Minister 

Sushil Kumar Shinde’s appeal to 

discuss the issue of Gorkhaland in 

October, The Gorjkha Joint Action 

committee has decided to hold their 

demand till next month. 

 

Agreeing that there cannot be an 

immediate solution to the 

Ghorkhaland problem, Mr Bimal 

Gurung, the GJM President accepted 

that it needs stepwise dialogue and 

expressed eagerness to initiate such a 

series. 

 

Deploring the state government’s 

attitude, he said, "We strongly oppose 

the hostile and confrontationist 

attitude of the State Government. But 

we would henceforth expect its 

cooperation to take the tripartite talks 

forward." 

 

Despite withdrawing the strike 

officially, these have not put a lid on 

other protest movements and activities 

in-and-around Darjeeling. 

 

Among other factors, division amidst 

the community and arrests of nearly 

1200 GJM leaders has played a role in 

weakening the protests due to growing 

mass resentment amidst the protestors. 

The political observers were of the 

opinion that at this juncture, they had 

no option other than withdrawing the 

agitation. 

http://www.darjeelingtimes.com/co

mponent/content/article/52-top-

stories/6463-month-long-

darjeeling-bandh-withdrawn.html 

Date Accessed: 11.09.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh)
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INDIA IN THE 

WORLD 

India, UK form 

Green Energy 

Forum 
(The Economic Times, 06 

September, 2013) 
 

India and the UK have formed a green 

energy forum to enhance and 

accelerate activities in clean energy. 

“The launch of Indo-UK Green 

Energy Forum would enhance and 

accelerate Indo-UK activities in clean 

energy. It will help in introducing 

long-term and sustainable commercial 

collaboration in clean energy and 

especially with a reference to power 

and energy sector,” UK minister for 

department of energy and climate 

change Baroness Verma said. 

 

The countries stressed that energy 

conservation and efficiency is the 

concern of every economy today and 

there is a need for governments and 

industry to collaborate and work 

together to build on common goals in 

energy efficiency. “All the countries 

share common difficulties around 

energy and globally, it is the concern 

of every economy.” Elaborating about 

the Green Energy Forum, Verma said 

it would be a very good vehicle to 

bring together an engagement with 

business and policy makers, think-

tanks and politicians. 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/e

nvironment/developmental-

issues/india-uk-form-green-energy-

forum/articleshow/22378014.cms 

Date Accessed: 10.09.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

AFFAIRS 

 

India to Assist Chile 

in Utilising 

Renewable Energy 

(Press Information Bureau, 13 

September, 2013) 

 

India has extended support in the form 

of technical assistance and training to 

Chile for setting up renewable projects 

to meet the energy demands of the 

country. 

 

Chilean scientists are to be trained by 

reputed institutes like the Centre for 

Wind Energy, Solar Energy Centre, 

Alternate Hydro Energy Centre for 

resource assessment of renewable 

energy sources. The team is also 

supposed to come up with projects 

utilising the renewable energy 

resources of Chile. 

 

George Bunster, the Chilean Energy 

Minister, stated that they desired to 

establish a 50 MW Solar thermal 

generating capacity in the north of the 

country while acknowledging the 

major achievements of India in 

utilising renewable energy. 

 

Tapping and effectively using 

renewable energy is the need of the 

hour for Chile, which has ample 

potential in terms of wind, hydro, 

solar and geothermal energy, since it 

is entirely dependent on imports to 

meet energy demands in the country. 

 

Farooq Abdullah, Minister of New 

and Renewable Energy, shared the 

success of Jawaharlal Nehru National 

Solar Mission, which reduced the cost 

involved in utilising solar energy. 

According to him, the plan is to 

generate 30GW of renewable energy 

in the next 5 years. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?

relid=99347 

Date Accessed: 13.09.2103 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

SOUTH ASIA 

 

Bangladesh Denies 

Voting Rights to 

Those Convicted of 

'Crimes against 

Humanity' 
(The Indian Express, 02 

September, 2013) 
 

In another blow to Bangladesh's 

fundamentalist Jammat-e-Islami, the 

cabinet on Monday decided to strip 

the voting rights of people convicted 

of "crimes against humanity" during 

the 1971 liberation war. “The 

cabinet has approved the proposal to 

permanently erase from the voters 

list the names of those convicted 

under the Bangladesh Collaborators 

(Special Tribunals) Order 1972 and 

the International Crimes Act.”The 

draft law suggests that the name of a 

person would be removed from the 

electoral roll or would not be 

included in the voters list if he or 

she was found guilty by the 

Bangladesh's International Crimes 

Tribunal under the two laws. 

 

Jamaat-e-Islami was opposed to 

Bangladesh's 1971 independence 

and the party was criticised for 

participating in genocides and 

atrocities committed by the 

Pakistani troops. The High Court 

recently banned the fundamentalist 

party from taking part in the next 

elections, saying it violated the 

country's secular democratic 

principles. “Jamaat was banned soon 

after Bangladesh's independence 

while several of its leaders including 

the then chief of the party's East 

Pakistani wing Ghulam Azam were 

stripped off their citizenship. But the 

party returned to politics after a 

coup on August 15, 1975 which 

toppled the post independence 

Awami League government. Azam 

too got back his citizenship under a 

subsequent High Court verdict as he 

returned home with a Pakistani 

passport in late 1970s.” Several top 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/environment/developmental-issues/india-uk-form-green-energy-forum/articleshow/22378014.cms
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Jamaat leaders, including its 91-

year-old supremo Azam, were 

recently sentenced either to death or 

long jail terms for committing 

atrocities like genocide and mass 

murder during the war. 

 

The draft law will now be placed for 

approval before the Parliament during 

the next session which begins on 

September 12. 

 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news

/bangladesh-those-convicted-of-

crimes-against-humanity-will-not-

have-voting-rights/1163512/1 

Date Accessed: 02.09.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

Bill on Intelligence 

Agency’s Role 

Approved in 

Pakistan 
(Dawn, 6 September, 2013) 

 

Pakistan’s Senate’s Human Rights 

Committee has approved a draft bill 

titled ‘To Regulate the Functioning 

of Intelligence Agencies’ aimed at 

redefining the role of intelligence 

agencies and addressing the issue of 

forced disappearances. 

 

It is to be tabled at the upper house 

in the coming session beginning 

from the 23
rd

 or 24
th

 of September. 

According to Senator Farhatullah 

Babar, “Our effort is not aimed at 

undermining the role of intelligence 

agencies, but bringing them under 

the parliamentary oversight.” 

 

Among the suggestions put forward 

by the Bill are the authority to take 

an offender to preventive custody 

for a period of 30 days, which can 

be extended to 90 days under special 

circumstances. For authorising 

custody for a period beyond the 90-

days limit, prior ratification of the 

review board formed under Article 

10 of the Pakistani Constitution. 

 

Apart from this, an ‘intelligence and 

security committee of parliament’ 

consisting of nine members from 

both houses of parliament is to be 

set up. 

 

http://dawn.com/news/1040880/bill-

on-agencies-role-approved 

Date Accessed: 06.09.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

Imminent Threat of 

China Brings 

Vietnam Closer to 

India 
(Harsh V Pant, DNA, 4 September 

2013) 
 

India’s offer of a $100-million credit 

line to Vietnam to purchase military 

equipment is likely be finalized 

during the visit of the General 

Secretary of the Communist Party of 

Vietnam later this year. This is the 

first time that New Delhi has 

extended a credit line for defence 

purchases to a nation that is not an 

immediate neighbour. 

 

The Vietnamese have traditionally 

held Indians in high regard because 

of our support for their 

independence from France and 

opposition to US involvement in 

their country. New Delhi formulated 

a Look-East policy as early as 1991, 

to capitalize on East Asia’s 

economic growth. But the rise of 

China has given this relationship a 

powerful strategic, not to mention 

urgent, dimension. 

 

As China rapidly expands its 

presence in South Asia and the 

Indian Ocean regions, India needs to 

do the same in East Asia. Vietnam, 

which has also grow wary of 

China’s rising economic and 

military might especially in the 

fraught South China Sea region, 

emerges as a natural ally . Though a 

stronger bilateral relationship must 

be rooted in robust economic ties, it 

is in the area of defence, specifically 

naval co-operation that India can be 

a counterweight to China in the 

ASEAN region. 

 

The two countries also potentially 

share a common friend in the US 

when it comes to managing the 

Chinese threat. 

 

China has shown it will try to deter 

strategic competitors from 

collaborating against it. But if both 

India and Vietnam stand firm, they 

could force Beijing to moderate its 

expansionist claims on the South 

China Sea and adopt a more 

conciliatory stance on other regional 

matters. 

 

http://www.dnaindia.com/analysis/1

884079/column-imminent-threat-of-

china-brings-vietnam-and-the-us-

closer-to-us 

Date Accessed: 08.09.2013 

(Gayatri Verma) 

 

EAST AND 

SOUTH EAST 

ASIA 

 

South Asia Needs 

Phase Two of ‘Look 

East’ Policies 
(Pradumna B Rana and Chia Wai-

Mun, Economic and Political 

Weekly, 31 August, 2013) 
 

The ‘Look East’ policies (LEPs) 

introduced by South Asian countries 

in the early 1990s have had positive 

impacts on their economies. These 

countries now need to move on to the 

second phase - LEP2. 

 

Now the way goods are produced and 

traded around the world is no longer 

the same as before. There have been 

many recent developments which have 

contributed in the deepening of 

regional economic integration and 

brought unprecedented prosperity to 

the East Asian region. “To benefit 

from these developments in East Asia, 

South Asian countries need to embark 

on phase two of their LEPs. This will 

require South Asian countries to link 

themselves to production networks in 

East Asia, and develop production 
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networks in manufacturing and 

services within their region.” 

 

India, as the largest economy in South 

Asia, should actively lobby and 

negotiate its participation in various 

ongoing efforts to promote regional 

financial cooperation in East Asia. 

LEP2 would deepen South Asia’s 

economic integration with East Asia 

and lead to a win-win situation for all. 

LEP2 would also revive economic 

integration in South Asia which is 

among the least integrated regions of 

the world. “It will also contribute to 

the re-emergence of a “prosperous and 

integrated” Asia which had existed 

during the first 18 centuries of the post 

Christian era. 

 

http://www.epw.in/system/files/pdf/20

13_48/35/South_Asia_Needs_Phase_

Two_of_LookEast_Policies.pdf 

Date Accessed: 01.09.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

MIDDLE-EAST 

 

Number of Syrian 

Refugees Above 2 

Million; 

International 

Collaboration 

Needed – UN 

Agency 
(UN News Centre, 03 September, 

2013) 
 

With an estimated 5,000 desperate 

Syrians fleeing their homes every day, 

the violence in the country has now 

created more than 2 million refugees, 

announced the office of the UN High 

Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR), adding that there are no 

signs of its ending soon. 

 

There has been a jump of almost 1.8 

million people in 12 months. One year 

ago today, the number of Syrians 

registered as refugees or awaiting 

registration stood at about 230,670 

people. The UN High Commissioner 

said that the only solace is the 

humanity shown by the neighbouring 

countries like Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, 

Lebanon and Turkey in hosting large 

number of refugees. Over half of these 

refugees are children under 17 years 

of age. 

 

With the refugee crisis placing an 

overwhelming burden on the host 

countries’ infrastructures, economies 

and societies, the need for 

international support has reached a 

critical stage. UNHCR Special Envoy 

and actress, Angelina Jolie said that if 

the situation continues “some 

neighbouring countries could be 

brought to the point of collapse”. 

Ministers from Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon 

and Turkey will meet with UNHCR 

on 5
th

 September, in a bid to accelerate 

international support. 

 

A further 4.2 million people are 

displaced inside Syria. With the 

number of internally displaced persons 

increasing and agricultural production 

decreasing, the World Food 

Programme was only able to dispatch 

food for 2.4 million people last month 

– short of its goal of feeding three 

million people a month. The agency is 

planning to scale up its operations to 

reach 4 million during October. 

 

Over 3,000 schools have been 

damaged or destroyed, and around 1.9 

million students in grades one to nine 

that have dropped out of school over 

the last academic year. UNICEF is 

extending support by building 

prefabricated classrooms and 

supplying school bags, education 

materials, etc. Together with the 

Ministry of Education and the UN 

Relief and Works Agency for 

Palestine Refugees in the Near East 

(UNRWA), UNICEF will this month 

launch a home-based self-learning 

programme for over 400,000 children. 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.as

p?NewsID=45757&Cr=syria&Cr1=#.

UicN-TZQGxl 

Date Accessed: 03.09.2013 

(Amrutha Jose Pampackal) 
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SECTION 5:  BOOKS AND OPINIONS 

OPINIONS 

Why the Food Bill 

is Sound Economics                                      

                                                           

(Jean Dreze, Tehelka, 13 April, 

2013) 
 

Noting that the revised version of the 

National Food Security Bill is a little 

more than a ‘Public Distribution 

System (PDS) Restructuring Bill’, as 

the food grain requirements are no 

more than the existing allocations and 

other entitlements like the mid day 

meal do not go beyond the rights that 

people already have under the 

Supreme Court orders, with only 

exceptions in maternity entitlements, 

Jean Dreze argues that although 

modest, PDS Restructuring is crucial. 

He notes that, “At the cost of a small 

increase in the food subsidy (due to 

lower issue prices), it can achieve a 

massive improvement in the 

effectiveness of the subsidy. Today, a 

large part of the food subsidy is 

wasted on the non-transparent and 

leaky APL (above poverty line) quota. 

Under the food security act, the APL 

quota will go, the PDS will have a 

broader base, and people will have 

clear entitlements — all likely to lead 

to a major improvement in the PDS. 

The effectiveness of this move 

towards a more inclusive PDS 

(especially if it is combined with other 

PDS reforms) is confirmed by the 

recent experiences of many states — 

Tamil Nadu, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, 

Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Himachal 

Pradesh, among others.” 

 

He further adds that a “large part of 

the food subsidy today is also wasted 

on the transport and storage of 

monumental food stocks. With a well-

functioning PDS, it will be much 

easier to coordinate procurement and 

distribution, so that excess stocks 

don’t accumulate. The availability of 

excess stocks also means that the 

short-run economic cost (as opposed 

to the financial cost) of the Bill is 

virtually nil.” 

 

Also noting that the food bill is an 

investment in human capital, which 

will bring security and make it easier 

for people to meet their basic needs 

like, health and education, while 

allowing them to take risks, thereby 

concluding that the food bill is sound 

economics because it “will put the 

entire PDS on a new footing and 

ensure much better use of the food 

subsidy” he said.   

 

http://www.tehelka.com/why-the-

food-bill-is-sound-economics/                                                              

                                                                                                     

Date Accessed: 04.09.2013                                                                                                                 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOKS 

 

The Courageous 

State 

(Reviewed by Why Politics) 
 

The book ‘The Courageous State’, by 

economist Richard Murphy, provides 

a powerful insight, in the existing 

neoliberal influences, of democratic 

governments in developed nations. In 

the economist’s view, an answer to the 

present global economic downturn can 

be provided only the State because 

over-riding powers and unwarranted 

expectations from the ‘free hand of 

market’ to revive economies is 

misplaced. 

 

The writer claims that economies 

world over are in a state of confusion 

today and unprepared to tackle the 

crisis. Murphy uses direct and 

assertive tone to highlight policies and 

reforms that countries could adopt for 

‘equitable growth’. The author 

presents solutions with clarity and 

pragmatism runs the ’idea of creative 

reforms’ highlighted by him. 

Interestingly, the book emphasizes 

that not ‘big bang reforms’ but small 

and effective policies, starting with a 

change in mindset and prioritising 

objectives, could change the course of 

economies currently in the economic 

slump. 

 

http://whypolitics.org/?p=184 

Date Accessed: 02.09.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 
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