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Cover Story 
 

Unleashing the Power of Rural Women through  

Self-Help Groups 
 
Report Details 

 

This report gives a rigorous confirmation of the transformative potential of Self Help Groups (SHGs). It shows that SHGs can 

enable social and political transformation – not only economic. Since the evidence covers a relatively short time horizon, it is all 

the more impressive. This is because it shows that SHGs can enable significant change even within the short-run. It also counteracts 

claims that programmes are disposed to elite capture. 

 

From a policy perspective, the NRLM goal (of mobilizing all rural and poor households into membership-based groups by 2015) 

would seem to become more of a priority. Moreover, enhancing the overall NRLM programme, alongside its more micro objectives, 

will not only require expanding available credit, but also financial training. Whilst on a micro-level, working out detailed causal 

chains proved difficult, the report suggests that information and training modules are significant for individuals. 

 

SHGs 
 

Olson (1971) argued that small, well-organized groups that provide selective incentives to and/or can coerce their members have the 

highest propensity to organize cogently. Given the difficulties of collective action by large groups, the interests of the masses would 

not automatically be assured by virtue of their numbers (unlike previously thought). This brought the importance of small and 

motivated groups to the forefront of policy. 

 

SHGs lower the barriers to collective action by decreasing coordination constraints. They enable cogent organization, which thereby 

theoretically allows the small groups to more successfully pursue their interests.  

 

The report notes that a typical SHG in India consists of 1-20 poor women who meet to pool savings and discuss issues regarded 

important. Fig. 1 shows the trend in the percentage of SHGs in India that were for women – a peak of 75% in 2009-10.  

 

 

Fig. 1: Percentage of Women SHGs in India: A Trend 

 
 

Source: Ministry of Rural Development 

 

NGOs and governments financially aid these groups. From 1999 the Government of India has been funding SHGs. This was first 

through the Swarnajayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana, which was replaced in 2011 by the NRLM. Fig. 2 shows both the funding 

available until 2011 on the left-hand y-axis, and percentage of funds utilized in relation to the funds available on the right-hand y-axis. 
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 Fig. 2: Funding Pattern for SHGs in India: A Trend 

 

 
       Source: Ministry of Rural Development 

 

What Was Done 
 

The report investigated outcomes from a programme facilitated by the Self-Employed Women’s Association (SEWA) in Dungarpur 

District, Rajasthan. Dungarpur has a population of 11 lakhs, 65% of which are ST. It was selected for Rashtriya Sam Vikas Yojana in 

2005. 

 

All registered villages in the district from the 2001 Census were stratified on three metrics: 1. Average female literacy, 2. Total village 

population, 3. Average household size. From these strata, 80 villages were randomly selected. 32 were assigned to the SEWA self-

help programme, whilst 48 were control villages.  

 

In the 32 treatment villages all women in the village were invited to become members of SEWA for a Rs. 5 charge. Members were 

given a full day of basic training. They were then organized into SHGs with elected leaders. All of this occurred under the guidance of 

a SEWA field organizer.  

 

Once a month the SHG would meet to set savings targets. Pooled funds would be placed into a bank account that was linked to the 

SHG. Members could take loans as necessary, and with an interest rate determined by the SHG. SEWA field workers attended (and 

whenever necessary guided) meetings. SEWA also ran educational, job-training and employment/income generation programmes.  

 

The 48 control villages did not have access to any of the services above, including mobilization to form SHGs.  

 

Although SEWA played a crucial role in the above, the role of SEWA in this process could be generalized, if desired. Local 

government, or another NGO, with appropriately trained field leaders, could replace them. 

 

The report studied two treatment effects. First, the village level treatment effect. This measured the impact of the self-help 

programmes on all women in the 32 treatment villages. Second, the individual treatment effect. This measured the impact of individual 

membership (as opposed to non-membership) of an SHG in a SEWA treatment village. A comparison of the two impacts gives an 

indication as to intra-village spillovers. 

  

The impact of SHGs is evaluated in economic, social and civic terms. Accordingly, the metrics fall into three broad sets: inclusion in 

financial and labour markets; autonomy of household decision-making; civic and political engagement (see table 3). 
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Table 3: Impact of SHGs in Socio-Economic Aspects 

 

Economic – inclusion in financial and labour markets 

Participates in group savings 

In the habit of saving 

Credit  

Cash savings (log, 3 months) 

Cash income (log, 3 months) 

Employed (past 3 months) 

Employed (non-farm, past 3 months) 

Social – autonomy of household decision making 

Final say: children’s schooling 

Final say: medical decisions 

Final say: family-planning 

Civic – civic and political engagement 

Grievance: water (knowledge of where to report) 

Grievance: roads (“ “ “…) 

Grievance: electricity (“ “ “ …) 

Grievance: education/health (“ “ “…)  

Addressed grievance: water 

Addressed grievance: roads 

Addressed grievance: electricity 

Addressed grievance: education/health 

Know of Gram Sabha & Gram Panchayat 

Engage with Gram Sabha & Gram Panchayat 

Know anyone in the village who paid a bribe 

  

 

The report evaluated whether the self-help programme had differential impacts across women of different socio-economic groups. It 

also sought to work out, on a micro-level, which specific components of the package had the most significant impact. Working out 

these causal dynamics proved difficult, though, given: the programme was rolled out quickly (without gradation); data was only 

collected at a start and end point.   

 

 

Findings - Village Level 

 

The impact of the programme at the village level was found, controlling for: age, literacy, marital status, caste, husband’s age, 

husband’s literacy, home ownership, farm ownership, kutcha dwelling, flush toilet, NREGA in village, bias adjustment and any fixed 

effects at the block level.  

 

Table 4 shows the metrics that the programme impacted. Impact was at 90, 95 and 99% significance levels. It shows the level of 

certainty that there was an impact. I also include a column to show the percentage by which women were more likely to do the metric 

that there was an impact on. I focus on the columns showing impact at 95 and 99% significance. These are the traditionally levels used 

at which we can be certain that changes in metrics were not random changes, but significant.  
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Table 4: Village Level Impacts at Different Significance Levels  

 

 90% 95% 99% %age more likely 

Economic 

Participates in group programmes    24.3 

In habit of saving    10.8 

Employed (non-farm past 3 months)    5.1 

Social 

Final say: children’s schooling    4.7 

Final say: medical decisions    6.6 

Final say: family-planning    6.3 

Civic and political 

Grievance: water    12.9 

Addressed grievance: water    10 

Known anyone who has paid bribe    5.1 

 

The study suggests that the intervention significantly increased collective action (participates in group programmes) and saving, for 

villages as a whole. The increase in collective action is important because although its benefits may, at first, be economic, increased 

familiarity with collective action may encourage social and political collective action in the longer run.  

 

Similarly, there was a significant increase in domestic decision making in terms of all three metrics. We can be almost certain of the 

impact of the programme for arguably the most personal issue for women: family planning. Again, all of these effects were at the 

village level. This is despite only 26% of eligible village residents actually being SEWA members. This suggests the presence of 

important and substantial village-level spillovers from participation.   

 

The impact on civic and political engagement was less striking, with only 3 of the potential metrics showing a significant increase for 

the village as a whole, and only 2 at the 95% significance level. When compared to the significant increases in civic and political 

engagement for individual SEWA members (see table 3), it seems that spillovers from civic engagement are, at least for the time 

horizon studied, smaller. This makes intuitive sense: network spillovers within the village ought to have the biggest initial impact in 

those areas that are foundationally most important to women: the economic and domestic areas.  

 

Individual Level 
 

The impact of the self-help programme on individuals who were enrolled as SEWA members (and who therefore formed the self-help 

groups) was found, controlling for the same variables outlined above. An additional challenge emerged because although the treatment 

villages were randomly chosen, enrollment into the programme by individuals was not random: women volunteered to be enrolled. 

This means that the potential for selection bias arises: the programme might be predisposed to women with certain characteristics e.g. 

higher literacy. These characteristics, instead of the programme, may then be responsible for an impact on the outcome. If this is not 

corrected, then the results may misstate (most likely overstate) the impact of the programme. This damages robustness.  

 

The report equalizes characteristics across the SEWA members and non-members in treated villages, correcting selection bias. Table 5 

shows the metrics that the programme significantly impacted, with 90, 95 and 99% significance.  
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Table 5: Individual Level Impacts at Difference Significance Levles  

 

 90% 95% 99% % more likely 

Economic 

Participates in group programmes    54.9 

In habit of saving    20.8 

Credit    10.1 

Employed (non-farm past 3 months)    8.1 

Social 

Final say: children’s schooling    11.9 

Final say: medical decisions    12.8 

Final say: family-planning    7.4 

Civic & political 

Grievance: water    20.2 

Grievance: electricity    12.8 

Grievance: education/health    11.4 

Addressed grievance: water    14.2 

Addressed grievance: education/health    10.0 

Know of Gram Sabha & Gram Panchayat    11.2 

Engage with Gram Sabha & Gram Panchayat    5.2 

Know anyone in the village who paid a bribe    6.1 

 

We can say with near certainty that the programme increased participants collective action (participates in group programmes) and 

saving, and with 95% certainty that it increased non-farm employment. The latter affect may be associated with the capacity that 

SHGs provide for self-employment/entrepreneurship. 

 

We can be near certain (at the 99% level) that the programme enhanced the domestic decision making powers of women. This is 

impressive, although not surprising given the size of the spillovers regarding decision-making already noted.  

 

The impact on civic and political engagement was much stronger in terms of individual impact, as opposed to village level impact. 

Particularly notable, and given concentration on significance at the 95 and 99% level, is the increase in engagement with Gram Sabha 

& Gram Panchayat. This suggests that participants were more aware of local government as a method of redressing grievance. 

 

Heterogeneity – Elite Capture? 

 

The report finds that programmes did not disproportionately benefit local elites. A number of studies (Alatas et al., 2013; Bardhan & 

Mookerjee, 2006; Gugerty & Kremer, 2008; Mansuri & Rao, 2012) suggest SHG programmes are susceptible to capture by local 

elites.  

 

This report, however, interacted with the main indicators with measures of education and land-ownership. In doing so, it found little 

evidence to suggest elite capture. In fact, landless women benefited more from individual membership of the programme than those 

with land. 

 

Causal Chains 
 

Identifying the specific components of the package responsible for impact and their relative importance was difficult because the 

programme was rolled out quickly (without gradation); data was only collected at a start and end point.  

 

Some attempt is made, though, to understand the transitional dynamics that created an impact. This is only in regard to economic 

metrics. The report studies two specialized training modules provided, and tests for impact.  

 

The first modules consisted of a series of agricultural workshops on farming techniques alongside workshops on simple 

manufacturing. The second consisted of financial awareness and capacity building efforts. 

 

The results suggest that the modules helped individual women with respect to savings accumulation (confidence at the 99% level), and 

also non-farm employment (although here confidence was only at the 90% level). The report suggests impact at the village level lacks 

robustness because of potential Placebo effects. I therefore do not engage with those results. 
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All-India Relevance? 

 

Even if the results are robust for the given district, how do we know that they would occur similarly in other districts across India? 

That is, how do we know the study has external validity? There is one strong reason to assume the study has relevance to other 

districts. There is also one caveat. 

 

The study rigorously controls for an impressive number of variables e.g. age, literacy, marital status, caste etc. Thus the results are not 

dependent on control variables. Therefore the fact that different districts across India have different profiles over these control 

variables, e.g. different caste profiles, does not undermine the general relevance of the results.  

 

The caveat is that the results of the programme may be affected when variables are introduced that have not previously been 

controlled for. For example, a conflict variable that could be added in areas facing left-wing extremism.  

 

Policy Implications 

 

The evidence of this report strengthens the NRLM goal, of mobilizing all rural and poor households into membership-based 

groups by 2015. The report shows that SHG membership enables domestic and social empowerment and civic engagement, in 

addition to economic benefits. Thus it will be important to make sure that SHGs are appropriately funded. 

 

Fig. 2 shows that despite an increase in the level of funding, the utilization rate of funds is on a downward trend since 2004. 

Difficulty in securing release of funds, inadequate grass roots mobilization and a preference for subsidies over credit may underpin 

this. Risk aversion may also make credit seem less attractive than it ought to be (Planning Commission, 12
th

 Plan). 

 

Fig. 6: Trend of Credit-Subsidy Ratio 

 
      Source: Ministry of Rural Development 

 

The poor credit-subsidy ratio was an important reason for replacing SGSY with NRLM. Although the credit subsidy ratio shown in 

Fig. 6 is improving towards the ideal of 3, if the rural poor are averse to credit as opposed to subsidies, there will be a tension between 

utilization of all available funds (which includes government credit) and having an ideal ratio of 3.  

 

Private credit could indirectly help to improve the ratio. Bank loans could provide a substitute to government subsidies. A fall in 

government subsidies, as they are replaced with private credit, would thereby increase the credit-subsidy ratio.  

 

However if the rural poor do (unsurprisingly) prefer subsidies to credit, then they might not substitute from subsidies to bank credit 

automatically – even if available credit from banks increases. Fig. 7 shows that available bank credit increased dramatically from 

2004. Contrastingly the credit-subsidy ratio increased at a smaller trend over the same period. The ratio even fell between 2007-2010, 

before recovering. 
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Fig. 7: Bank Loan & Credit-Subsidy Ratio Trend 

 

 
 

This is not to say that bank loans should slow down as Fig. 7 shows them doing from 2009. In the long-run the desirable way to 

sustain SHGs will be by increasing the overall amount of credit available – first from government, and then ultimately by allowing the 

private sector to substitute in. Moreover cutting bank credit now would force those using it to substitute back to government subsidies, 

and worsen the credit-subsidy ratio. 

 

Therefore simply working with banks to ensure adequate ground level credit supply is important, but not enough. To increase 

the willingness of people to substitue from government subsidies to private credit, financial awareness and risk training 

courses will be necessary. 

 

This is consistent with the preliminary evidence of this report that suggests training modules had a significant impact in enhancing 

some metrics for individuals, including credit utilisation.  

 

The future research process in policy formation should focus on the specific components of self-help programmes that had the most 

substantial impact – not on whether programmes have an impact, which this report shows. This will help work out more precise causal 

chains by which the potential of the rural poor can be unleashed.  
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Report Link 
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New Employment 

Scheme to Create 

Million Jobs in One 

Year 
(The Indian Awaz, 17 August, 2013) 
 

The Government has launched a new 

Employment Scheme, titled as 

National Skill Certification and 

Monetary Reward Scheme aimed at 

creating one million jobs in next 12 

months for skilled manpower.  It is 

one of the most important and 

ambitious job oriented schemes ever 

launched in the country. “The 

National Skilling Mission envisages 

adding 500 million skilled Indians by 

the year 2022. While 150 million are 

expected to be contributed by the 

private sector working under National 

Skill Development Corporation 

(NSDC), 350 million will be 

contributed by 18 ministries at the 

Centre.” 

 

The scheme is branded as STAR 

(Standard Training Assessment and 

Reward) for promotional purposes. It 

envisages that a monetary reward will 

financially help those who wish to 

acquire a new skill or upgrade their 

skills to a higher level. The program 

stresses on quality, employment and 

sustainability of the employment. 

Each tested and certified trainee will 

get an average of Rs 10,000 to cover 

training costs. 

 
http://theindianawaaz.com/index.php?

option=com_content&view=article&i

d=13989&catid=9&Itemid=57 

Date accessed: 24.08.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

Green Light for 

Shariah Finance 
(Shahina KK, Open, 27 August, 

2013) 
 

The RBI has given the go- ahead to a 

finance company based on the 

principles of Shariah law. Floated by 

Kerala State Industrial Development 

Corporation (KSIDC), Cheraman 

Financial Services Ltd (CFSL) will be 

the first of its kind in India. 

 

“It is primarily an equity finance 

company with a share capital of Rs 

1,000 crore. KSIDC will hold 11 per 

cent of it and the rest would come 

from the NRIs of Kerala,” says 

Mohemmed Haneesh, an IAS officer 

who has been deputed as CFSL’s 

managing director. The company “will 

initially invest in equities and later 

expand to development projects, 

including infrastructure development 

and manufacturing, while keeping 

away from sectors considered taboo in 

Islam like liquor, tobacco, gambling 

and pornography. 

 

The author notes that, “Islam prohibits 

usury and, strictly interpreted, all 

kinds of interest charges and direct 

money-making off money itself.” 

Therefore an Islamic bank, in India, is 

not yet possible, since “RBI 

regulations are based on the principle 

of interest” notes Haneesh, he further 

says “Here, Islamic banking is not 

possible unless the Banking 

Regulations Act is amended.” Thereby 

CFSL is classified as a non-banking 

financial company. 

 

The author reports that the idea of 

CFSL, first mooted by Kerala’s 

previous LDF government, initially 

faced opposition from right-wing 

groups like the Hindu Aikya Vedi, 

alleging that this was ‘Islamisation’ of 

the banking sector, “Subramaniam 

Swami, a BJP leader now (and Janata 

Party chief then), had challenged the 

proposal at the Kerala High Court, 

alleging that it was undue promotion 

of a specific religion by the state 

government and a violation of 

secularism guaranteed by the 

Constitution.” The court stayed the 

company’s launch in 2010 later 

vacating it, also dismissing Swamy’s 

plea and ruling that it would do no 

harm to India’s secular principles. 

 

“The CPM’s Dr TM Thomas Issac, 

finance minister in the previous LDF 

government, says the NBFC will 

attract both investors and customers. 

‘There are a large number of Muslim 

NRIs who do not want to deal with 

interest because it is unIslamic,’ he 

says.” 

 

http://www.openthemagazine.com/sho

rts/smallworld/2013-08-

31#1                                                      

                      

Date Accessed: 27.08.2013 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

Curtailing the 

Rupee Decline: 

Task Force Set Up 

for Currency Swap 

Arrangement 
(The Hindu, August 28, 2013) 
 

In response to the continued decline in 

the value of rupee, the Commerce and 

Industry Ministry has constituted a 

task force to work out currency swap 

arrangements with key trading 

partners of India. 

 

“Currency swap agreements involve 

exchange of one currency for another 

currency. A dollar swap arrangement 

would help India support the rupee. 

Swap agreements in US dollar is 

expected to provide confidence to the 

market and prevent excess volatility in 

financial and foreign exchange 

markets. Currency swap has emerged 

as an important derivative tool after 

the global financial crisis of 2008 to 

hedge the exchange rate risks. India 

has signed currency swap agreements 

with Japan ($15 billion) and Bhutan 

($100 million). China has shown 

active interest in entering into such an 

agreement with India, but it is yet to 

be signed.” 

 

The task force comprises 

representatives from the Ministry, 

Department of Economic Affairs, 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI), SBI, 

industry bodies FICCI, CII and 

Federation of Indian Exporters 

Organisation (FIEO). 

 

The task force will restrict itself to 

issues pertaining to the swap of 

national currency for trade purpose 

only which is distinct from currency 

swap agreements of Central Banks. 

http://theindianawaaz.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13989&catid=9&Itemid=57
http://theindianawaaz.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13989&catid=9&Itemid=57
http://theindianawaaz.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13989&catid=9&Itemid=57
http://www.openthemagazine.com/shorts/smallworld/2013-08-31#1
http://www.openthemagazine.com/shorts/smallworld/2013-08-31#1
http://www.openthemagazine.com/shorts/smallworld/2013-08-31#1
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The purpose will be to “examine 

various types of such arrangements 

and their implication for India’s trade 

and financial system besides studying 

the pros and cons of such pacts. It 

would also explore the possibility of 

currency swap agreement between 

India and identified countries and 

make recommendations accordingly. 

The Task Force may submit its 

recommendations to the Department 

of Commerce in four weeks.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Ec

onomy/task-force-set-up-for-currency-

swap-arrangement/article5068066.ece 

Date Accessed: 28.08.13 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/task-force-set-up-for-currency-swap-arrangement/article5068066.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/task-force-set-up-for-currency-swap-arrangement/article5068066.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/task-force-set-up-for-currency-swap-arrangement/article5068066.ece
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POLITICS AND 

GOVERNANCE  
 

Delhi’s ‘Third 

Gender’ to Vote 

this Election 
(Rajesh Kumar,  The Pioneer,  25 

August, 2013) 
 

 

History will be created during the 

upcoming Delhi Assembly elections 

when over 500 eunuchs will be 

making history by casting their vote 

for the first time. The ballot paper 

gender column will have provision 

for a third category, ‘Others’. 
According to police data, a majority of 
the eunuch population lives in North-

West and North-East. According to 

Delhi Chief Electoral Officer, this 

move has given the eunuchs a new 

socio-political identity and this  was a 

priority for the Election Commission. 

Total voters in Delhi are 1,14, 99,758, 

of which 63,71,809 are male and 

51,27, 430 female, with 519 eunuchs 

occupying the third category 

of  ‘others’. Special camps for 

eunuchs, to raise awareness about 

their voting rights, were organised in 

various districts. The reform is 

expected to elevate the position of 

eunuchs in society and ‘bring them out 

of their closed world’. It will also 

make sure that the politicians are 

sensitive to the demands of this 

neglected category and will enable to 

bring their voice in policy making. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/todays-

newspaper/delhis-third-gender-to-

make-poll-history.html 

Date accessed: 26.08.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

Government Plans 

to Push for 

Developmental 

Projects in Border 

Areas 
(Subhash Narayan , Kirtika Suneja , 

The Indian Express, 15 August, 

2013)  

 
The government has introduced a 

fresh round of measures to fast track 

clearances concerning infrastructure 

projects in border areas. These areas 

have been neglected for long due to 

complexities in obtaining clearances. 

The Prime Minister-headed cabinet 

committee on investment (CCI) is 

expected to take up power sector 

PSUs, Border Roads Organisation 

(BRO) and the railways as priority 

projects. 

 

A proposal to allow BRO to start work 

on a project after getting stage-I forest 

clearance will be taken up. Also, the 

agency will be given stage-II 

clearances quickly in case the MoEF 

does not impose specific conditions 

The CCI could also direct the Ministry 

of Environment and Forests (MoEF) 

to ease clearance process and curtail 

delays by clubbing the appraisal 

process of the forest advisory 

committee, expert appraisal committee 

and the Standing Committee of 

National Board. The power ministry 

has forwarded a list of close to 20 

projects in border areas that are 

languishing for want of clearances for 

last six to seven years.  

 

"Fast tracking of clearance for border 

infrastructure is of strategic 

importance as neighbouring countries 

such as China are building projects 

near these sensitive areas at a rapid 

pace and we have to keep pace with 

these developments" said a 

government official. 

 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/g

ovt-plans-new-push-for-border-

infrastructure-projects/1155545/ 

Date accessed: 27.08.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

Meghalaya Seeks 

Rs 3000-Cr Special 

Package from PM 
(Shillong Times, 28 August, 2013) 
 

The Chief Minister of Meghalaya, Dr 

Mukul Sangma has approached the 

Central Government for a massive Rs 

3,000 crore one time ‘special package’ 

to bring the Hill State at par with the 

rest of the country. The amount sought 

will ensure 100 percent funding of 

seven projects that have been 

proposed in the memorandum over 

and above the Plan Outlays for the 

State of Meghalaya. 

 

While submitting the memorandum to 

the Prime Minister in favour of the 

special outlay, Dr Sangma informed 

that the state was positive about 

ending militancy following initiation 

of peace talks with insurgent groups. 

And also added that the “peace and 

stability of a state becomes vulnerable 

if development does not keep pace 

with aspirations.” 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/todays-newspaper/delhis-third-gender-to-make-poll-history.html
http://www.dailypioneer.com/todays-newspaper/delhis-third-gender-to-make-poll-history.html
http://www.dailypioneer.com/todays-newspaper/delhis-third-gender-to-make-poll-history.html
http://www.indianexpress.com/columnist/subhashnarayan/
http://www.indianexpress.com/columnist/kirtikasuneja/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/govt-plans-new-push-for-border-infrastructure-projects/1155545/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/govt-plans-new-push-for-border-infrastructure-projects/1155545/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/govt-plans-new-push-for-border-infrastructure-projects/1155545/
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POLITICS AND 

GOVERNANCE  

 

The Rs 3000-crore package is suppose 

to cover the “creation of an 

international centre for performing arts 

and culture, permanent building for 

the Meghalaya Legislative Assembly, 

a State medical college, Integrated 

Ganol Drinking Water Supply and 

Irrigation Project, construction of the 

New Shillong Township, setting up of 

a State Technical University and 

Integrated Basin Development and 

Livelihood Promotion.” 

 

The special package aims at “making 

Shillong the hub of performing arts, 

especially music in the North East.” 

The proposal for the Integrated Ganol 

Drinking Water Supply and Irrigation 

Project is suppose to “significantly 

improve the quality of life of people 

living along its basin which have 

hitherto remained untapped.” 

 

“While the proposed New Shillong 

Township is being opposed by the 

NGOs fearing large scale influx,” the 

State Government pointed out that 

developing a fully functional natural 

extension of Shillong will not only 

reduce the pressure on Shillong but 

also be a tourist destination in itself. 

 

Justifying the special package the 

Chief Minister stated that “the state’s 

own resources were inadequate to 

meet the rising expectations of all the 

people in Meghalaya.” He also added 

that the “the Prime Minister was 

appreciative of the demands and 

assured that they would be favourably 

considered.” 

 
http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2013/08/28

/mukul-seeks-rs-3000-cr-package-from-pm/ 
(Date Accessed 28.08.2013) 

Junty Sharma Pathak 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOVERNMENT 
 

Government to 

Review Rules on 

Arbitrary 

Suspension of IAS, 

IPS Officers 
(PTI, 25 August, 2013) 
 

The Central Government has decided 

to review the service Rules to provide 

immunity to Indian Administrative 

Service (IAS) and Indian Police 

Service (IPS) officers from arbitrary 

suspensions and unjust disciplinary 

actions by the State governments. 

Under the existing Rules, State 

Governments are authorised to take 

action against an IAS, IPS and IFoS 

officers working under their 

jurisdiction. 

 

Agitated over the recent suspension 

of an IAS officer, representatives of 

IAS, IPS and Indian Forest Service 

(IFoS) Associations met Mr. V 

Narayanasamy, Minister of State for 

Personnel, Public Grievances and 

Pensions to demand change in the 

service rules in-order to check such 

‘arbitrary’ and ‘malafide’ abuse of 

power by state governments. Further, 

the associations have demanded that 

the power of suspensions be vested 

with the Centre instead of States in 

case of officers working in their 

jurisdiction among other changes in 

the rules.  

 

However, no decision has been taken 

on the subject-matter yet. 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/L4i

8ZE7YkMqhDdUuiH0QSL/Govt-to-

review-rules-on-arbitrary-suspension-

of-IAS-IPS-off.html 

Date Accessed: 26.08.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECURITY 
 

 

New Email Policy to 

Secure Government 

Communication 
(The Times of India, 24 August, 

2013) 

 
The government on 23 August 

announced in Parliament that it will 

soon come up with a new email policy 

to secure official government 

communication. The new policy will 

make it mandatory for all government 

officials stationed in Indian missions 

abroad to use only static IP addresses, 

virtual private networks and one-time 

passwords for accessing Indian 

government email services. This new 

system will ensure that all emails are 

encrypted. 

 

“Communications and IT minister, 

Kapil Sibal suggested that the new 

policy was necessitated by the fact 

that most of the major email service 

providers have their servers in the US 

and that Indian websites which have 

set up servers in the country can only 

protect emails within India. All Indian 

missions will use NIC servers which 

are directly linked to a server in India 

and that will keep government 

information safe.” 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ind

ia/New-email-policy-in-the-offing-to-

secure-government-

communication/articleshow/22017732

.cms 

 

Date Accessed: 26.08.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2013/08/28/mukul-seeks-rs-3000-cr-package-from-pm/
http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2013/08/28/mukul-seeks-rs-3000-cr-package-from-pm/
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/L4i8ZE7YkMqhDdUuiH0QSL/Govt-to-review-rules-on-arbitrary-suspension-of-IAS-IPS-off.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/L4i8ZE7YkMqhDdUuiH0QSL/Govt-to-review-rules-on-arbitrary-suspension-of-IAS-IPS-off.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/L4i8ZE7YkMqhDdUuiH0QSL/Govt-to-review-rules-on-arbitrary-suspension-of-IAS-IPS-off.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/L4i8ZE7YkMqhDdUuiH0QSL/Govt-to-review-rules-on-arbitrary-suspension-of-IAS-IPS-off.html
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/New-email-policy-in-the-offing-to-secure-government-communication/articleshow/22017732.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/New-email-policy-in-the-offing-to-secure-government-communication/articleshow/22017732.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/New-email-policy-in-the-offing-to-secure-government-communication/articleshow/22017732.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/New-email-policy-in-the-offing-to-secure-government-communication/articleshow/22017732.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/New-email-policy-in-the-offing-to-secure-government-communication/articleshow/22017732.cms
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SOCIAL AND 

ECONOMIC 

EXCLUSION 
 

Highest Number of 

BPL Families in 

UP, Bihar: Official 

Data 
(India Today, 25 August, 2103) 

 
According to a recent data released by 

the government, Uttar Pradesh has the 

highest number of people living below 

poverty line during 2011-12 at 598.19 

people below poverty line out of every 

lakh. It was followed by Bihar at 

358.15 people (per lakh), Madhya 

Pradesh 234.04 people, Maharashtra 

197.92 people and West Bengal at 

184.98 people living below the 

poverty line. 

 

The per capita income in the country 

increased by 6.7 per cent per annum 

during 2004-05 to 2011-12 but at the 

same time, percentage of poor 

declined by 2.2 per cent over the 

period. According to the official 

sources, “the growth in employment 

and GDP is expected to raise the 

levels of income/consumption and 

hence results in decreasing the 

percentage of poor in the country”. 

 

“The 12th Five Year Plan (2012-17) 

emphasises the need to build upon the 

achievements of the 11th Five Year 

Plan and strive for faster, sustainable 

and more inclusive growth in order to 

reduce economic disparities”, the 

sources said. 

 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/up-

bihar-have-highest-number-of-bpl-

families/1/301251.html 

Date Accessed: 26.08.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION 
 

Punjab’s Education 

Success Story 
(Madiha Afzal,  Brookings, 20 July, 

2013) 
The Punjab Education Sector Reform 

Program (PESRP) which was 

launched in 2003 has produced 

astounding results. The program 

focuses on multiple aspects of 

educational problems within Punjab 

and identifies the core issues that 

connect them. 

 

PESRP is part of a wider effort at 

poverty alleviation in the Punjab based 

on 'three pillars' of support. 

1. Public finance reforms - to enable 

the Government to practically spend 

more on education and pro-poor 

development. 

2. Devolution of power - to the district 

level to make local councils 

accountable to local needs. 

3. Quality of education - to improve 

the quality of teaching, schooling and 

the governance of the education 

system. 

 

Under the guidance of UNICEF and 

the National Rural Support 

Programme (NRSP), PESRP has given 

teachers high priority in its new 

reform programme. To meet surging 

demand, an additional 50,000 teachers 

have been hired since 2003 and a 

further 100,000 given refresher 

courses in more child-centered 

teaching practices. Wages and 

qualifications have also been 

increased.  

 

As a result of these reforms, over the 

past four years, an additional 2.4 

million children have been enrolled in 

school. Girl’s enrollment has 

increased significantly at the primary 

level. Sixty One percent of kids are 

now completing primary school and 

enrollment figures across the state 

have increased by 13 percent in a short 

period of time. 

 

 

http://www.brookings.edu/research/op

inions/2013/07/20-malala-pakistan-

education-afzal 

Date accessed: 26.08.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

HEALTH 
 

Initiative to Provide 

Free Generic 

Medicines in 

Government 

Hospitals Approved 
(PIB, 24 August, 2013) 
 

 

With an aim to provide affordable 

health-care to people, the Government 

has approved an initiative for free 

supply of essential medicines to 

patients availing treatments under 12th 

Five-Year Plan. Under this initiative, 

rational use of medicines would be 

promoted by reducing the 

consumption of inessential medicines. 

There is an outlay of Rs. 16,000 crore 

for this initiative in the 12
th

 Plan. 

 

The scheme is based on the Tamil 

Nadu model, where free medicines are 

procured in bulk directly from the 

manufacturers and are supplied 

through an IT enabled management 

system to the public. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?

relid=0 

Date Accessed: 25.08.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

Rural Ministry to 

Join Hands with 

Defence Ministry 

for Bio- Toilets 
(The Pioneer, 26 August, 2013) 

 
The Rural Development Ministry 

would join hands with Defence 

Research and Development 

Establishment (DRDE) to establish 

eco-friendly bio-toilets in villages in 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/up-bihar-have-highest-number-of-bpl-families/1/301251.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/up-bihar-have-highest-number-of-bpl-families/1/301251.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/up-bihar-have-highest-number-of-bpl-families/1/301251.html
http://www.brookings.edu/research/opinions/2013/07/20-malala-pakistan-education-afzal
http://www.brookings.edu/research/opinions/2013/07/20-malala-pakistan-education-afzal
http://www.brookings.edu/research/opinions/2013/07/20-malala-pakistan-education-afzal
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=0
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=0
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 four States where the menace of open 

defecation remains unaddressed. 

 

Impressed by the achievement of 

DRDE in developing low cost bio-

toilets, Rural Development Minister 

Jairam Ramesh said that members of 

Women Self Help Groups from Bihar, 

Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh and 

Madhya Pradesh would be given 

technical training by the defence 

scientists in setting up bio-digesters in 

villages. 

 

“Ramesh said the Rural Ministry will 

sign an agreement with the DRDE in 

line with an MoU inked by Railways 

with the Defence organisation a year 

ago to install bio-toilets in trains to 

treat human waste with bacteria to 

address the sanitation problem.” 

 

He said that after providing them 

adequate technology, it is entirely up 

to the Women’s Self Help Group to 

design the super structure in 

whichever size and specification they 

wish. He said that cost of setting up of 

inoculums - a facility to the bio 

digester that converts the organic 

waste into methane and carbon-

dioxide in villages by the Women 

SHGs - will be paid by the Ministry. 

 

The Minister would also speak to Lok 

Sabha Speaker Meira Kumar to seek 

permission to set up bio-toilets in 

Parliament House Complex so that 

MPs know of its environmental 

benefits. In these bio-toilets, the 

human waste is treated by bacteria 

which are benign to the humans and 

converts human waste into water and 

gases (methane and CO2). 

 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/state-

editions/bhopal/rural-ministry-to-join-

hands-with-defence-body-for-bio-

toilets.html 

 

Date Accessed: 26.08.2013 

(Amrutha Jose Pampackal) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

URBAN 

Time to Draw 

Safety into Urban 

Designs 
(P. Venugopal, The Hindu, 26 

August, 2013) 
 

Given the need to increase safety 

through vigilance, due to the upsurge 

in violence and crime in public spaces 

the author makes a case for “the 

quality of natural supervision that a 

public space inherently offers through 

cues in its physical environment” 

which, he notes, can also act as a 

deterrents of crime. “Public spaces 

devoid of adequate and appropriate 

activity, and a sense of ownership 

invariably become vulnerable pockets 

for violence in a city.” 

 

The author notes that streets, with 

active edges - shop fronts, hotels or 

residences- and with a generous dose 

of pedestrian movement tend to be 

safer. “As Jane Jacobs, the activist 

thinker on urban issues, pointed out 

long ago, spaces that lack ‘natural 

guardianship’ promote crime.” 

 

To ensure this, sprawling zones, “may 

be plugged at select locations with 

internet cafes, coffee shops, small 

departmental stores, first aid centers 

and patrol booths, or a combination of 

these to establish points of activity and 

reference. At another level, sprawling 

urban enclaves with sparse building 

density can be improved for safety 

through measured densification and 

sensitive urban design.” 

 

Further he notes that mixed land use, 

like a mix of office, retail, and 

residential offer persistent monitoring 

of public spaces into late hours. 

Vendors and hawkers also play a role 

in vigilance. “As a policy, the idea of 

creating large exclusive zones needs to 

be revisited and creation of more 

mixed land use zones to be promoted, 

if needed through regulatory 

incentives.” 

 

Moreover, urban design that facilitates 

transparency in design with an aim to 

“enhance spatial and visual 

permeability”- stipulating a modest 

height for compound walls, creating 

transparent edges to urban greens and 

open spaces-  simultaneously expands 

the territory of vigilance and enhances 

natural involuntary overseeing, can 

deter criminal behaviour. 

 

The author notes that urban elements 

like expressways, subways, under 

passes, derelict zones of a city, “all 

need attention and upgrade from the 

stand point of safety and crime 

deterrence.” He suggests that Crime 

Prevention through Environmental 

Design (CPTED), formulated by C. 

Ray Jeffrey in 1971 offers a 

comprehensive approach which aims 

at deterrence of crime through design 

of physical environment. Further 

arguing that “there should be national 

guidelines for crime prevention in 

urban areas, through environmental 

design and urban design” and what is 

urgently required is a national task 

force that can oversee the enforcement 

of these guidelines. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-

ed/time-to-draw-safety-into-urban-

designs/article5058823.ece     

Date Accessed: 26.08.2013    

 (Ashwin Varghese) 

 

TRANSPORT 
 

Challenges in PPP 

for Rapid Rail 

Transport System 

in NCR  
(Anusha Soni, Business Standard, 24 

August, 2013) 
 

The NCR Rapid Rail Transit System 

(RRTS), worth Rs.72, 000 crores is set 

to go the PPP way, with around 20 to 

30 percent investment by the private 

sector. Expecting a daily ridership of 

1.63 million by 2016 on the three 

proposed corridors, the major source 

of revenue for the project would be 

passenger fares. About 80-85 per cent 

of the revenue would be generated 

from fares, with the remaining to flow 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/state-editions/bhopal/rural-ministry-to-join-hands-with-defence-body-for-bio-toilets.html
http://www.dailypioneer.com/state-editions/bhopal/rural-ministry-to-join-hands-with-defence-body-for-bio-toilets.html
http://www.dailypioneer.com/state-editions/bhopal/rural-ministry-to-join-hands-with-defence-body-for-bio-toilets.html
http://www.dailypioneer.com/state-editions/bhopal/rural-ministry-to-join-hands-with-defence-body-for-bio-toilets.html
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/time-to-draw-safety-into-urban-designs/article5058823.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/time-to-draw-safety-into-urban-designs/article5058823.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/time-to-draw-safety-into-urban-designs/article5058823.ece
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 from advertising, rentals and property 

development. 

However the project faces issues on 

three major fronts, namely a) 

economic viability, b) land acquisition 

and c) workability issues. 

 

 The prospective estimates of the 

(NCR) RRTS reveal the project to 

be profitable with expected 

revenues exceeding operating 

costs. Generally, the Build- 

Operate- Transfer (BOT) model is 

applied to the private partners of 

such projects but past experiences 

provide important lessons. The 

Delhi Airport Express line project 

highly overestimated expected 

ridership as well as revenues from 

real estate development which did 

not materialize, eventually 

reducing the project into loss 

making entity. The Mumbai 

Metro project suffered lagged and 

inadequate funding leading to 

losses. 

 Another important challenge is 

related to land acquisition as the 

Indian Railways declined on 

the     availability of requisite 

land. 

 The presence of multiple 

stakeholders-Haryana, Delhi, 

Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan 

governments; the ministry of 

railways; the ministry of urban 

development and the NCR 

Planning Board, also poses 

problems in workability and 

distribution of revenues. 

 

http://www.business-

standard.com/article/economy-

policy/would-the-ppp-way-work-for-

ncr-rapid-rail-transport-system-

113082200409_1.html 

Date accessed: 24.08.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENERGY 

Power Ministers 

and Top Officials of 

Northeast to 

Discuss Power 

Woes 
(Nagaland Post, 28 August, 2013) 
 

In order to finalise a strategy to 

complete the power projects under 

construction and to deal with 

transmission problems of power in the 

North-eastern region, power ministers 

and top officials of the region will 

meet in Agartala on the 4-5 of 

September, 2013. The two day 

meeting will be attended by the power 

ministers of the seven north-eastern 

states and the representatives of the 

North Eastern Regional Power 

Committee (NERPC). 

 

Tripura Power Minister Manik Dey, 

who is also the chairman of NERPC 

reported that “the NERPC would take 

some specific steps to complete the 

under construction power projects in 

the region in their re-scheduled time 

frame.” He also added that “the region 

can produce more than 60,000 MW of 

power if the resources available in the 

region can be utilised properly.” 

 

“According to an official document of 

state-owned North Eastern Electric 

Power Corporation (NEEPCO), the 

hydro-power potential alone of the 

northeastern region is estimated at 

about 58,971 MW, but only less than 

two percent (1,200 MW) has so far 

been harnessed till early this year. The 

thermal and other natural resource 

based power projects can generate 

several thousand MW more electricity 

in the power and industry starved 

region.” 

 

According the NEEPCO, currently 

there are “19 power projects, 

including twelve 3,918 MW capacity 

hydel power projects and four thermal 

power projects with installed capacity 

of 5,595 MW, are now in various 

stages of commissioning and 

planning.” These power plants are 

either being set up or would be set up 

in Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, 

Meghalaya, Sikkim, Mizoram and 

Tripura by different organisations, 

including NEEPCO.  

 
http://www.nagalandpost.com/Channe

lNews/Regional/RegionalNews.aspx?

news=TkVXUzEwMDA0NDE5MQ%

3d%3d-eaNtFwjBNGA%3d 

(Date Accessed 28.08.2013) 

Junty Sharma Pathak 

 

TECHNOLOGY 
 

A Computer that 

Mimics the Human 

Brain 
(Shaunacy Ferro, Popular Science, 

20 August 2013) 

 

Defense Advanced Research Projects 

Agency (DARPA) is building a 

computer that mimics the human brain 

which has temporal and spatial 

recognition that can solve 

extraordinarily difficult recognition 

problems in real-time. 

 

This machine would be based on the 

neocortex which is the large part of 

the human brain involved in higher 

functions like motor control, language, 

sensory activity and thought 

processes. “DARPA has already made 

inroads on creating brain-like 

computing systems through their 

SyNAPSE (Systems of Neuromorphic 

Adaptive Plastic Scalable Electronics) 

program, a biologically inspired 

computing project. As a part of the 

project DARPA has recently created a 

new brain-based computer chip called 

True North that mimics the 

organization and function of the brain 

with neurosynaptic cores that emulate 

neurons.” 

 

DARPA’s mission is to build a 

machine that can think, sense and 

understand its environment, and find 

patterns and associations like the 

human mind does, with the brain's 

small size and energy efficiency. 

Eventually this would also help them 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/would-the-ppp-way-work-for-ncr-rapid-rail-transport-system-113082200409_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/would-the-ppp-way-work-for-ncr-rapid-rail-transport-system-113082200409_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/would-the-ppp-way-work-for-ncr-rapid-rail-transport-system-113082200409_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/would-the-ppp-way-work-for-ncr-rapid-rail-transport-system-113082200409_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/would-the-ppp-way-work-for-ncr-rapid-rail-transport-system-113082200409_1.html
http://www.nagalandpost.com/ChannelNews/Regional/RegionalNews.aspx?news=TkVXUzEwMDA0NDE5MQ%3d%3d-eaNtFwjBNGA%3d
http://www.nagalandpost.com/ChannelNews/Regional/RegionalNews.aspx?news=TkVXUzEwMDA0NDE5MQ%3d%3d-eaNtFwjBNGA%3d
http://www.nagalandpost.com/ChannelNews/Regional/RegionalNews.aspx?news=TkVXUzEwMDA0NDE5MQ%3d%3d-eaNtFwjBNGA%3d
http://www.nagalandpost.com/ChannelNews/Regional/RegionalNews.aspx?news=TkVXUzEwMDA0NDE5MQ%3d%3d-eaNtFwjBNGA%3d
http://www.popsci.com/science/article/2013-08/darpas-quest-build-computer-mimics-human-brain
http://www.popsci.com/science/article/2013-08/darpas-quest-build-computer-mimics-human-brain
http://www.popsci.com/science/article/2013-08/darpas-quest-build-computer-mimics-human-brain
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 to build robots with intelligence levels 

similar to mice or cats. 

 

http://www.popsci.com/science/artic

le/2013-08/darpas-quest-build-

computer-mimics-human-brain 
Date accessed: 27.08.2013 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

India Bans Shark 

‘Finning’ 
(The Times of India, 26 August, 

2013) 

 
India banned shark ‘finning’, or 

slicing off a shark’s fins and throwing 

it back in the sea, in a bid to prevent 

indiscriminate hunting of the 

endangered species. In India, sharks 

are generally hunted for their fins, 

bones or food. Under the Environment 

Ministry's new policy, fishermen now 

found with hauls including detached 

fins risk up to seven years in prison. 

 

In India, several shark species are 

considered to be ‘endangered’ and are 

on the verge of extinction. The 

international wildlife trade monitoring 

agency called ‘TRAFFIC’ reported 

that India is the world's second-largest 

shark-catching nation behind 

Indonesia. The number of sharks is on 

a decline worldwide and their 

extinction poses the threat of 

destabilising the marine ecosystem.  

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ho

me/environment/flora-fauna/India-

bans-shark-finning-to-protect-

species/articleshow/22077422.cms 

Date accessed: 27.08.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

Tamil Nadu 

Announces 

Drinking Water 

Scheme for Wild 

Animals 
(The Echo of India, 26 August, 2013) 

 

The Tamil Nadu government has 

announced a drinking water scheme of 

Rs 2.81 crore for wild animals 

covering four major tiger reserves and 

forest areas in the state. The measure 

was proposed since the animals have 

started straying into public places in 

search of water during dry spells, thus 

causing damage to human habitats. 

Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa has 

sanctioned Rs 2.81 crore for this 

purpose, wherein underground water 

will be drawn from bore wells running 

to a depth of 400 feet using solar-

powered motor pumps. Water will be 

stored in overhead tanks and drawn 

for use whenever required as it will be 

stored in open spaces for animals' 

consumption. In some cases, overhead 

tanks will not be used. “The tiger 

reserves at Aanaimalai, Muthumalai, 

Kalakkadu-Mundanthurai and 

Sathyamangalam besides forest areas 

in Dharmapuri, Krishnagiri, 

Coimbatore and Vellore districts will 

be covered as part of the proposal”, 

the government announced. 

 
http://www.echoofindia.com/chennai-

tn-announces-drinking-water-scheme-

36615 

Date Accessed: 27.08.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

Science Points to a 

New Global 

Warming Source: 

The Sea 
(The Economic Times, 26 August, 

2013) 
 

Oceans that grow more acidic through 

Man's fossil fuel burning emissions, 

can amplify global warming by 

releasing less of a gas that helps shield 

Earth from radiation, a study said 

today. Scientists say that Man's carbon 

dioxide (CO2) emissions contribute to 

planetary warming by letting the Sun's 

heat through the atmosphere but 

trapping heat energy reflected back 

from Earth, so creating a greenhouse 

effect. They also lower the pH balance 

of the world's oceans, making them 

more acidic, and hamper production of 

dimethyl sulphide (DMS), a sulphur 

compound, by plankton, said the 

study. DMS released into the 

atmosphere helps reflect incoming 

radiation from the Sun, reducing 

surface temperatures on Earth. 

 

A new study has highlighted the 

potential climate impact due to 

changes in the global sulphur cycle 

triggered by ocean acidification. 

According to the study “oceans that 

grow more acidic through man's fossil 

fuel burning emissions, can amplify 

global warming by releasing less of a 

gas that helps shield Earth from 

radiation.” It is a known fact that 

man's carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions 

contribute to planetary warming by 

letting the Sun's heat through the 

atmosphere but trapping heat energy 

reflected back from Earth, so creating 

a greenhouse effect.” The study 

further adds that “they also lower the 

pH balance of the world's oceans, 

making them more acidic, and hamper 

production of dimethyl sulphide 

(DMS), a sulphur compound, by 

plankton. Using climate simulations, 

the team said an 18 per cent decline in 

DMS emissions by 2100 could 

contribute as much as 0.48 degrees 

Celsius (0.9 degree Fahrenheit) to the 

global temperature.” 

 

The authors “warned the potentially 

vast effect they uncovered is not 

currently factored into climate change 

projections. Their result emphasises 

that this potential climate impact 

mechanism of ocean acidification 

should be considered in projections of 

future climate change. They also 

warned that ocean acidification may 

also have other, yet unseen, impacts 

on marine biology that may provoke 

further declines in DMS emissions.” 

 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatim

es.com/2013-08-

26/news/41455334_1_ocean-

acidification-climate-change-warming 

Date Accessed: 28.08.13 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.popsci.com/technology/article/2013-06/darpa-virtual-tool-thats-revolutionizing-robotics
http://www.popsci.com/science/article/2013-08/darpas-quest-build-computer-mimics-human-brain
http://www.popsci.com/science/article/2013-08/darpas-quest-build-computer-mimics-human-brain
http://www.popsci.com/science/article/2013-08/darpas-quest-build-computer-mimics-human-brain
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/India-bans-shark-finning-to-protect-species/articleshow/22077422.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/India-bans-shark-finning-to-protect-species/articleshow/22077422.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/India-bans-shark-finning-to-protect-species/articleshow/22077422.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/India-bans-shark-finning-to-protect-species/articleshow/22077422.cms
http://www.echoofindia.com/chennai-tn-announces-drinking-water-scheme-36615
http://www.echoofindia.com/chennai-tn-announces-drinking-water-scheme-36615
http://www.echoofindia.com/chennai-tn-announces-drinking-water-scheme-36615
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-08-26/news/41455334_1_ocean-acidification-climate-change-warming
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-08-26/news/41455334_1_ocean-acidification-climate-change-warming
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-08-26/news/41455334_1_ocean-acidification-climate-change-warming
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-08-26/news/41455334_1_ocean-acidification-climate-change-warming
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AGRICULTURE 

 

How effective is the 

Labelling of 

Genetically 

Modified Foods in 

India? 
(Sangeeta Bansal, Economic and 

Political Weekly, 24 August, 2013) 
 

The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, 

Food and Public Distribution notified 

mandatory labelling of all genetically 

modified (GM) foods sold in a 

packaged form. The regulation has 

come into force from 1 January 2013. 

But the regulation does not specify the 

tolerance level or the range of 

products it will cover. Without some 

corrections, the regulation will be hard 

to enforce, given that the labelling 

process is costly and complicated. 

 

In its current form, the regulation 

seems incomplete of two reasons. 

First, it does not specify the tolerance 

level- the maximum threshold level 

above which a food would be regarded 

as GM. Second, it does not mention 

the scope of the regulation. “There is a 

wide variation possible in the range of 

products that are covered under a 

labelling regulation. In a narrow form, 

the regulation could be limited to 

products that have detectable levels of 

GM content, such as primary products, 

fresh and raw produce.” The scope of 

the regulation can be expanded to 

include food items that are produced 

from GM organisms even though the 

foods themselves do not contain 

detectable levels of transgenic protein. 

 

However, the scientists claim that 

there is no science-based justification 

for mandatory labelling of GM food 

because there is no evidence that such 

foods pose any risks to human health. 

 

http://www.epw.in/system/files/pdf/20

13_48/34/Labelling_of_Genetically_

Modifi_ed_Foods_in_India.pdf 

Date Accessed: 26.08.2013 

(Anjana John) 

ADB-Funded Post-

Harvest Facilities to 

Bring Benefits to 

Indian Farmers 
(Manila, Asian Development Bank, 

26 August, 2013) 
 

Asian Development Bank’s first 

private agribusiness loan in India  to 

Champion Agro, a leading 

agribusiness player  will be used to 

invest in the entire chain of collecting 

fresh fruits and vegetables from 

farmers in Gujarat state, as well as 

packing and storing in cold storage 

facilities, and distribution to food 

wholesalers and processors in India 

and abroad. 

 

India is the second largest producer of 

fruits and vegetables in the world. 

However, high value agriculture 

production remains constrained by 

weak post-harvest infrastructure and 

fragmentation in value chains. As a 

result, wastage of fresh produce is 

estimated to be about 35% of total 

production. 

 

“ABD is expected to invest $18.4 

million through Champion Agro 

which will help 6,000 farmers in 

Gujarat to attain higher revenue from 

their crops with the construction of 

cold storage facilities for fruits and 

vegetables. This will improve the 

processing and distribution of quality 

fruits and vegetables sourced from 

local farmers, as well as generate 

higher yields with Champion Agro 

helping farmers in the choice of 

agricultural inputs and the adoption of 

efficient irrigation systems.” The 

project will include five collection 

centers, a controlled-atmosphere cold 

storage facility, and an individually 

quick frozen facility in Gujarat, as 

well as five distribution centers 

located in large cities in different 

states of northern India. The project 

will also contribute to an increased 

consumption of fresh fruits and 

vegetables and thus improved 

nutrition in India. Better post-harvest 

management reduces rural poverty and 

provides direct employment 

opportunities. 

 

http://www.adb.org/news/india/adb-

funded-post-harvest-facilities-bring-

benefits-indian-

farmers?ref=countries/india/news 

Date Accessed: 27.08.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

ISOPOM Scheme to 

Promote 

Cultivation of 

Soyabean      
(PIB, 27 August, 2013) 
 

“A centrally sponsored Integrated 

Scheme of Oilseeds, Pulses, Oil Palm 

and Maize (ISOPOM) is being 

implemented in 14 major oilseed 

growing States to promote the 

cultivation of oilseeds including 

soyabean in the country.” 

 

Soyabean is a leguminous crop and 

legumes have long been recognized 

and valued as ‘soil building’ crops. 

Fixing nitrogen from the atmosphere it 

adds nitrogen to the soil, increases its 

reserve of organic matter and aeration, 

improves its structure and water-

holding capacity and makes it easier to 

till and thus maintaining general soil 

health status. “In addition, the tillage 

requirement for growing subsequent 

crop happens to be minimum which, 

in turn, reduces the cost of cultivation 

and enhances the possibilities of 

timely sowing. Wheat, chickpea, 

mustard, potato etc., are being grown 

successfully after the harvest of 

soyabean with application of 

recommended doses of nutrients to 

respective crops.” 

 

“Under the scheme, financial 

assistance is provided for purchase of 

breeder seed, production of foundation 

seed, production and distribution of 

certified seed, distribution of seed 

mini kits, distribution of plant 

protection chemicals/equipments, 

weedicides, supply of micro nutrients 

& improved agricultural implements, 

supply of rhizobium culture/phosphate 

solubilising bacteria, distribution of 

http://www.epw.in/system/files/pdf/2013_48/34/Labelling_of_Genetically_Modifi_ed_Foods_in_India.pdf
http://www.epw.in/system/files/pdf/2013_48/34/Labelling_of_Genetically_Modifi_ed_Foods_in_India.pdf
http://www.epw.in/system/files/pdf/2013_48/34/Labelling_of_Genetically_Modifi_ed_Foods_in_India.pdf
http://www.adb.org/news/india/adb-funded-post-harvest-facilities-bring-benefits-indian-farmers?ref=countries/india/news
http://www.adb.org/news/india/adb-funded-post-harvest-facilities-bring-benefits-indian-farmers?ref=countries/india/news
http://www.adb.org/news/india/adb-funded-post-harvest-facilities-bring-benefits-indian-farmers?ref=countries/india/news
http://www.adb.org/news/india/adb-funded-post-harvest-facilities-bring-benefits-indian-farmers?ref=countries/india/news
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 gypsum/pyrite/liming/dolomite, 

distribution of sprinkler sets and water 

carrying pipes, training, publicity, 

etc.” 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?

relid=98818 

Date Accessed: 28.08.2013       

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

LAW AND 

JUSTICE 
 

Litigation has Gone 

Beyond the Reach 

of Poor Man: SC 
(PTI, 25 August, 2013) 
 

While expressing concern over the 

legal profession getting 

commercialised, the Supreme Court 

has recently observed, "In the present 

era, the legal profession, once known 

as a noble profession, has been 

converted into a commercial 

undertaking. Litigation has become so 

expensive that it has gone beyond the 

reach and means of a poor man." 

 
Holding that lawyers are equal 

partners with judges in administration 

of justice, the Apex Court came down 

heavily upon lawyers in general and 

Advocate-on-Record (AOR) in 

particular. Advocates-on-Record are 

those lawyers who alone are eligible 

to file cases in the Apex Court. 

 
The Court stressed on the duty of 

Advocates to assist and not to exploit 

the helplessness of innocent litigants 

in distress. It further characterised 

wilful and callous disregard of 

advocates towards client’s interests as 

conduct unbefitting an advocate. 

 

The Court also frowned upon the 

"multi-tier operation of one lawyer 

hauling a client and then acting as a 

facilitator for some other lawyer to 

draw proceedings or engage another 

lawyer for arguing a case is definitely 

an unchartered and unofficial system 

which cannot be accepted as in 

essence, it is tantamount to a trap for 

litigants which is neither ethically nor 

professionally a sound practice." 

 

http://newindianexpress.com/nation/Li

tigation-has-gone-beyond-reach-of-

poor-man-

SC/2013/08/25/article1751207.ece 

Date Accessed: 26.08.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

Inconsistencies in 

the Special 

Marriage Act 

Revealed 
(V. Venkatesan, Frontline, 6 

September, 2013) 

 
The Special Marriage Act (SMA), 

1954 provides for a special form of 

marriage irrespective of the religion or 

faith followed by either party. The Act 

focuses on three issues- a) providing a 

framework for a special form of 

marriage, b) providing registration of 

such marriages, and c) to provide for 

divorce. However, the ‘secular Act’ 

has certain provisions which are 

inconsistent with its objectives. 

 

Some provisions are believed to 

encourage practices that breach the 

right to privacy and break-off the 

intended marriage. Section 5 of the 

SMA requires that at least one of the 

parties must have resided in the 

district for a period of not less than 30 

days immediately preceding the date 

on which such notice is issued. The 

‘punitive’ Section 19, which says that 

the marriage solemnised under this 

Act of any member of an undivided 

family who professes the Hindu, 

Buddhist, Sikh or Jain religion shall be 

deemed to affect his severance from 

such family, creates scope for loss of 

rights, like the inheritance rights, for 

couples married under this Act. 

 

Concurring with the demands of the 

beneficiaries to review the Act and the 

provision of a month’s gap to be 

annulled, Justice S. Ravindra Bhat 

says, “The SMA was enacted to 

enable a special form of marriage and 

any unwarranted disclosure of 

matrimonial plans by two adults 

entitled to solemnise it may, in certain 

situations, jeopardise the marriage 

itself.”  

http://www.frontline.in/cover-

story/inconsistencies-in-special-

marriage-act/article5037686.ece 

Date accessed: 25.08.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

Gujarat HC Bans 

Disclosure of 

HIV/AIDS Patients’ 

Identity 
(PTI, 23 August, 2013) 

 

Gujarat High Court has asked the 

State Government to ensure that 

identity of HIV/AIDS patients who are 

treated at the government hospitals is 

not disclosed. In the judgement on a 

Public Interest Litigation (PIL), a 

Division Bench said, “Identity of 

patients who come for treatment of 

HIV/AIDS should not be disclosed, so 

that other patients will also come 

forward for taking treatment.” 

 

A PIL was filed after a nurse put a 

sticker saying ‘HIV seropositive’ on 

the forehead of a 25-year-old pregnant 

woman and paraded her in the hospital 

in the presence of her mother-in-law 

and baby girl in a hospital in 

Jamnagar. 

 

The Bench highlighted that fear of 

stigma and discrimination is a driving 

force behind the spread of HIV/AIDS, 

more particularly in a country like 

India where nearly 30% of the 

population is illiterate. It also stressed 

on the need of eliminating unfair 

discrimination against HIV/AIDS 

patients by doctors including the 

nursing staff. 

 

It further stated, “The social and 

economic repercussions of being 

identified as infected can be 

devastating and can include violence, 

rejection by family and community 

members, loss of housing and loss of 

employment, to name only a few. In 

our opinion, normalising the presence 

of HIV/AIDS in society through 

public education is the only way to 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=98818
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=98818
http://newindianexpress.com/nation/Litigation-has-gone-beyond-reach-of-poor-man-SC/2013/08/25/article1751207.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/nation/Litigation-has-gone-beyond-reach-of-poor-man-SC/2013/08/25/article1751207.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/nation/Litigation-has-gone-beyond-reach-of-poor-man-SC/2013/08/25/article1751207.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/nation/Litigation-has-gone-beyond-reach-of-poor-man-SC/2013/08/25/article1751207.ece
http://www.frontline.in/cover-story/inconsistencies-in-special-marriage-act/article5037686.ece
http://www.frontline.in/cover-story/inconsistencies-in-special-marriage-act/article5037686.ece
http://www.frontline.in/cover-story/inconsistencies-in-special-marriage-act/article5037686.ece
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 reduce discriminatory attitudes and 

practises.” 

 

The court also directed the state 

government to create more awareness 

programmes, especially in rural and 

slum areas, and schemes for 

rehabilitation of HIV/AIDS patients. 

 

http://ibnlive.in.com/news/identity-of-

hivaids-patients-not-to-be-disclosed-

gujarat-hc/416500-3-238.html 

Date Accessed: 24.08.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

Consensual Sex 

with Minor: The 

Repercussions 
(Sahil Makkar, Business Standard, 

26 August, 2013) 

 

A Delhi Court ruling that a man 

having consensual sex with a minor 

girl aged below 18 can't be booked 

under the Protection of Children from 

Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 

has sparked off an intense debate. 

 

While setting free a 22-year-old man 

accused of abducting and raping a 15-

year-old girl whom he later married, 

the court observed that a crime cannot 

be constituted under POCSO Act – if a 

physical relationship, which is not in 

the nature of assault, takes places with 

the consent of minor girl and the 

consent is not obtained unlawfully. 

 

Quashing the plea by Police and Delhi 

Commission for Women that the 

POCSO Act prohibited minor girls 

from having sex, the Judge said “In 

my opinion, it would neither serve the 

object of present enactment nor the 

purpose of criminal laws to hold the 

accused guilty on the ground that he 

had sexual intercourse with the girl 

below 18 years. I’m afraid if that 

interpretation is allowed, it would 

mean that the human body of every 

individual under 18 years is the 

property of the state and no individual 

below 18 years can be allowed to have 

pleasures associated with one’s body.” 

The judge, however, urged the 

authorities to spread awareness about 

unsafe sex and early marriage. 

Until now, criminal charges were 

pressed against an accused, 

irrespective of minor’s consent and 

statistics suggests that sexual crime 

against children is on the rise. 

 

Civil and Child Right Activists fear 

that the ruling shall have an adverse 

impact. It shall shift the onus of 

proving rape on the victim and might 

deter Police from registering FIRs, 

thereby only encouraging the accused 

and is most likely to give rise to 

instances where the accused would 

abandon the victim after two-three 

years of marriage. Activists believe 

that the ruling has opened a room for 

negotiation between the victims and 

the accused. 

 

http://www.business-

standard.com/article/current-

affairs/consensual-or-not-sex-with-

minor-is-rape-experts-

113082600734_1.html 

Date Accessed: 27.08.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

Surprise Vigilance 

Raids to Catch 

Cops who do not 

Register FIRs 
(Shalini Narayanan, The Indian 

Express, 26 August, 2013) 
 

The vigilance department of the Delhi 

Police is going to conduct surprise 

checks at police stations to find out 

whether FIRs were being duly 

registered. The move comes after 

Delhi Police Commissioner B S Bassi, 

who took over as the head of the force 

in July this year, issued specific 

instructions pertaining to registration 

of FIRs for cognisable offences. 

 

“The department will be conducting 

surprise checks at police stations and, 

if an FIR for a cognisable offence has 

not been registered, requisite action 

will be taken. The process has already 

begun and this move will ensure a 

sense of responsibility.” 

 

At present, the vigilance department 

carries out inquiries only when a 

complaint is made. The sources said 

that during the surprise checks, 

vigilance personnel will also watch the 

conduct of SHOs and other personnel 

when a complainant approaches them. 

If the officer concerned found guilty 

of not registering an FIR for a 

cognisable offence, can face 

suspension or more severe action 

depending on how negligent s/he has 

been. 

 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/s

urprise-vigilance-raids-to-catch-cops-

who-do-not-register-firs/1160062/ 

Date Accessed: 26.08.2013 

(Anjana John) 

http://ibnlive.in.com/news/identity-of-hivaids-patients-not-to-be-disclosed-gujarat-hc/416500-3-238.html
http://ibnlive.in.com/news/identity-of-hivaids-patients-not-to-be-disclosed-gujarat-hc/416500-3-238.html
http://ibnlive.in.com/news/identity-of-hivaids-patients-not-to-be-disclosed-gujarat-hc/416500-3-238.html
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http://www.indianexpress.com/news/surprise-vigilance-raids-to-catch-cops-who-do-not-register-firs/1160062/
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In a First, Aadhar 

Recognises 1,600 

Transgender 

Persons 
(Neelam Pandey, Hindustan Times, 

27 August, 2013) 
 

Transgenders have been recognised as 

a separate category under the head of 

gender, with 1,600 of them getting an 

Aadhar card (unique identification) in 

the city of Delhi. According to 

Officials at the regional office of the 

Unique Identification Authority of 

India, Delhi, the category of 

‘transgender’ has been present since 

the beginning of the project. 

 

“Based on the vision for a completely 

inclusive system and guided by the 

target of giving an Aadhar card to 

every resident of Delhi, the category 

of transgender has been there since the 

beginning. This is probably the first 

time that an identity card has 

recognised them as a transgender,” 

said Sujata Chaturvedi, Deputy 

Director General, regional Delhi office 

of the UIDAI. 

 

Groups advocating for rights of the 

LGBT community have welcomed the 

move but have demanded that more 

needs to be done. 

 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/India-

news/NewDelhi/In-a-first-Aadhar-

recognises-1-600-transgender-

persons/Article1-1113480.aspx 

Date Accessed: 28.08.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

Global Survey on 

Violence Against 

Female Journalists 

Launched 
(UNESCO.org, 26 August, 2013) 

 

The International News Safety 

Institute (INSI) has launched a global 

survey on violence against women 

journalists in collaboration with 

UNESCO as part of promotion of the 

safety of journalists and the issue of 

impunity. All news media workers, 

and particularly women journalists, 

are invited to participate in the survey, 

which will run until 20 September 

2013. 

 

“The survey is supported by the 

Austrian Federal Ministry for 

European and International Affairs 

and was created together with the 

International Women’s Media 

Foundation (IWMF). It is aimed at 

looking into the global situation of 

female journalists and the nature of 

the dangers they face in connection 

with their work.” 

 

The findings of the survey will 

suggest a series of recommendations 

to increase the safety of women 

journalists. This survey will allow 

news producers to confidentially share 

the experiences of women journalists, 

in order to get a real sense of the 

dangers and threats they face in their 

day-to-day work, and work to find 

ways to make the situation safer for 

them and their families. 

 

The survey also complements INSI’s 

on-going efforts in the issue of safety 

of journalists, acknowledging that 

danger also spans all genders. “Prior 

to this survey, INSI has published a 

publication titled ‘No Woman’s Land 

– On the Frontlines with Female 

Reporters’ and has kicked off with a 

safety training programme specifically 

aimed at female media workers in 

various parts of the world.” 

 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-

services/single-

view/news/global_survey_on_violenc

e_against_female_journalists_launche

d/back/9597/#.Uhx4ihtBM50 

Date Accessed: 27.08.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

 

Rajya Sabha Passes 

Women-Friendly 

Marriage Bill 
(Rajat Pandit, Economic Times, 26 

August, 2013) 

 

The Rajya Sabha has passed the bill to 

amend the Hindu Marriage Act (1955) 

and the Special Marriage Act (1954) 

which provides for "irretrievable 

breakdown on marriage" as a ground 

for divorce as well as grants women 

the right to a share in the property of 

their husbands. 

 

According to the Law minister the bill 

was in response to the urgent need to 

“protect women rights more" because 

the Indian society was still quite 

patriarchal. He added that even across 

the world, women constitute 50% (of 

the population) but own only 2% of 

the assets and therefore this historic 

piece of legislation is a message that 

MPs are on the side of women in our 

patriarchal society. 

 

As per the provisions of the bill the 

"irretrievable breakdown on marriage" 

clause was "gender-neutral" since 

even men could move the court for it. 

Both parties have to live apart for at 

least three years before filing such a 

divorce petition. The courts would 

decide the "extent" of the wife's share 

in her husband's self-acquired 

property, both moveable and 

immoveable, in case of a divorce. 

While the wife will have no share in 

inherited property, its value will be 

taken into account by court while 

fixing the amount of compensation or 

alimony to her. 

 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.

com/2013-08-

26/india/41454599_1_special-

marriage-act-marriage-laws-rajya-

sabha 

Date accessed: 28.8.2013 

(Simi Sunny) 

 

 

 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/India-news/NewDelhi/In-a-first-Aadhar-recognises-1-600-transgender-persons/Article1-1113480.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/India-news/NewDelhi/In-a-first-Aadhar-recognises-1-600-transgender-persons/Article1-1113480.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/India-news/NewDelhi/In-a-first-Aadhar-recognises-1-600-transgender-persons/Article1-1113480.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/India-news/NewDelhi/In-a-first-Aadhar-recognises-1-600-transgender-persons/Article1-1113480.aspx
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/global_survey_on_violence_against_female_journalists_launched/back/9597/#.Uhx4ihtBM50
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/global_survey_on_violence_against_female_journalists_launched/back/9597/#.Uhx4ihtBM50
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/global_survey_on_violence_against_female_journalists_launched/back/9597/#.Uhx4ihtBM50
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/global_survey_on_violence_against_female_journalists_launched/back/9597/#.Uhx4ihtBM50
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/global_survey_on_violence_against_female_journalists_launched/back/9597/#.Uhx4ihtBM50
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-08-26/india/41454599_1_special-marriage-act-marriage-laws-rajya-sabha
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-08-26/india/41454599_1_special-marriage-act-marriage-laws-rajya-sabha
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-08-26/india/41454599_1_special-marriage-act-marriage-laws-rajya-sabha
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-08-26/india/41454599_1_special-marriage-act-marriage-laws-rajya-sabha
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-08-26/india/41454599_1_special-marriage-act-marriage-laws-rajya-sabha
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UNICEF Launches 

Time to Sound the 

Red Siren Initiative 

against Violence 

against Girls and 

Women                           

                 

(Priyanka Pruthi, UNICEF, 27 

August, 2013) 
 

As part of its global campaign ‘End 

Violence against Children’, UNICEF 

has launched the ‘Time to Sound the 

Red Siren’ Initiative to tackle violence 

against children with special focus on 

sexual violence against girls. It is a 

“first in the series of activities that 

UNICEF will implement in 

partnership with the Press Club of 

India in order to facilitate positive and 

meaningful media discourse on issues 

concerning children and women in 

India.” 

 

The author notes that of  “the total 

24,270 cases of rape reported in 2011, 

which UNICEF officials say is only 

the tip of the iceberg, a staggering 30 

per cent were reported to have been 

committed against girls 18 years of 

age and under. That year, more than 

7,100 children, including infants, were 

reported raped in India. Nearly one of 

every three rape victims in the country 

is a child.”  

 

“While violence affects both boys and 

girls in India in different forms, this 

special focus is associated with the 

fact that girls are among the most 

vulnerable in society – and they face 

multiple forms of discrimination and 

violence,” explained Chief of 

Communication, UNICEF India, 

Caroline Den Dulk. 

 

In this context UNICEF India is 

urging citizens, lawmakers and 

governments to speak out more 

forcefully to fight violence against 

children with special focus on sexual 

violence. 

 

 

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/i

ndia_70237.html                                   

                                              

Date Accessed: 28.08.13 

 (Ashwin Varghese) 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Security Forces to 

Reach Out to 

Individuals in 

Naxal Affected 

Areas   
 
(Sandeep Joshi, The Hindu, 26 

August, 2013) 
 

Tweaking the Civic Action 

Programme (CAP), which allows 

central armed paramilitary forces 

(CAPFs) to carry out development 

programmes in the nine-Left Wing 

Extremism (LWE)-affected States, the 

Home Ministry has asked them to be 

‘individual oriented’ rather than 

‘project oriented’, hoping to bridge the 

gap between locals and security 

personnel more efficiently. 

 

Under the project, named ‘Winning 

Hearts and Minds’, the CRPF and 

Border Security forces have been 

spending on small projects and 

development activities like building 

bridges, roads, implementing drinking 

water and irrigations scheme. The 

revised guidelines ask the forces to 

spend the money (20 crore per annum) 

on welfare activities for individuals 

and families. 

 

According to a senior official of the 

ministry, the author reports, “he 

CAPFs would give them seeds and 

manure or livestock, donate household 

items or help with setting up hand-

pumps ‘so that they could live a 

comfortable and dignified life.’ Other 

new initiatives would include 

organising medical camps and funding 

vocational training programmes for 

children of villagers, and donating 

essential items for schools or health 

centres in backward and remote 

areas.” 

The official pointed out that the 

banned CPI (Maoist) has been luring 

the local population to support its war 

through petty incentive or coercive 

strategy.  “Their propaganda is 

targeted against the security forces and 

the government/administrative set up,” 

he said. “Under such circumstances, it 

is of paramount importance that 

efforts are made to project the human 

face of the security forces so that they 

can win the hearts and the minds of 

the people... This initiative has been 

successful in many conflict zones 

across the world and we have also 

been implementing it to a great degree 

of success.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/nation

al/in-naxal-areas-security-forces-will-

now-reach-out-to-

individuals/article5059388.ece             

                                                              

 Date Accessed: 26.08.2013    

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

New Guide Aims to 

Eliminate Child 

Slavery, 

Prostitution – UN 

Labour Agency 
(UN News Centre, 26 August, 

2013) 
 

The United Nations labour agency has 

launched a new guide to help countries 

eliminate children’s involvement in 

slavery, child prostitution, drug 

trafficking and other types of the worst 

forms of child labour by 2016. 

 

The training guide – “Implementing 

the Roadmap for achieving the 

elimination of the worst forms of child 

labour: a training guide for policy 

makers” – was developed by the UN 

International Labour Organization 

(ILO) for Government, workers’ and 

employers’ organizations and 

international and non-governmental 

organizations. 

 

According to ILO figures, 115 million 

are estimated to be involved in the 

worst forms of child labour. 

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/india_70237.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/india_70237.html
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/in-naxal-areas-security-forces-will-now-reach-out-to-individuals/article5059388.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/in-naxal-areas-security-forces-will-now-reach-out-to-individuals/article5059388.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/in-naxal-areas-security-forces-will-now-reach-out-to-individuals/article5059388.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/in-naxal-areas-security-forces-will-now-reach-out-to-individuals/article5059388.ece
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 “The guide is both a training tool and 

a stepping-stone towards the drafting 

or revision of a National Action Plan 

(NAP) against the worst forms of child 

labour,” said Constance Thomas, 

Director of the ILO’s International 

Programme on the Elimination of 

Child Labour (IPEC).The guide 

includes a series of training exercises, 

illustrative text boxes, and addresses 

monitoring and evaluation as an 

essential feature of successful action 

plans. 

 

The guide is released ahead of the 

Global Child Labour Conference, 

which will take place in 8-10 October 

in Brazil. The 2010 Conference had 

adopted the “Roadmap for achieving 

the Elimination of the worst forms of 

child labour by 2016”. 

 

The roadmap breaks down data by 

age, gender and region. It showed that 

“Asia-Pacific and Latin America and 

the Caribbean continue to reduce child 

labour, while sub-Saharan Africa has 

witnessed an increase. Africa also has 

the highest incidence of children 

working, with one in four children 

engaged in child labour.” 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.as

p?NewsID=45705&Cr=child+labour&

Cr1=#.Uh0JKBtQGxk 

Date Accessed: 26.08.2013 

(Amrutha Jose Pampackal) 

 

SOCIAL 

CONFLICT AND 

VIOLENCE 

GDELT to Map 

Every Protest on 

the Planet Since 

1979 
(J. Dana Stuster, Foreign policy, 22 

AUGUST,  2013) 

The Global Database of Events, 

Language, and Tone (GDELT) is an 

initiative to construct a catalog of 

human societal-scale behavior and 

beliefs across all countries of the 

world over the last two centuries down 

to the city level globally. This data is 

freely available for open research and 

updated daily to create the first "real 

time social sciences earth 

observatory." Nearly a quarter-billion 

geo referenced events capture global 

behavior in more than 300 categories 

covering 1979 to present. 

 

GDELT is designed to help support 

new theories and descriptive 

understandings of the behaviors and 

driving forces of global-scale social 

systems from the individual level to 

planet level by offering real time 

synthesis of global societal-scale 

behavior into a rich database allowing 

real time monitoring and analytical 

exploration of those trends. 

 

Key Features 

 Covers all countries globally. 

 Covers a quarter-century: 1979 to 

present. 

 Daily updates every day, 365 days 

a year. 

 Based on cross-section of all major 

international, national, regional, 

local, and hyper-local news 

sources, both print and broadcast, 

from nearly every corner of the 

globe. 

 58 fields capture all available detail 

about event and actors. 

 Ten fields capture significant detail 

about each actor, including role 

and type. 

 Nearly a quarter-billion event 

records. 

 100% open, unclassified, and 

available for unlimited use and 

redistribution. 

 

GDELT's evolving ability to capture 

ethnic, religious, and other social and 

cultural group relationships will offer 

new insights into the interplay of those 

groups over time, offering a new 

platform for understanding patterns of 

social evolution. 

 

http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles

/2013/08/22/mapped_what_every_prot

est_in_the_last_34_years_looks_like 

Date Accessed: 27.08.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

Kishtwar Flare-Up: 

SHRC Yet To 

Receive Govt. 

Report      
(Kashmir Observer, 28 August, 

2013) 
Jammu and Kashmir State Human 

Rights Commission (SHRC) had 

sought a factual report from the State 

Government and JK Police on 

violence in various townships of 

Jammu province earlier this month but 

has not received any response from 

the government so far. 

 

“Due to unabated curfew for quite 

some time and volatile situation in 

Kishtwar, the divisional 

administration might have been busy 

and that may explain why the 

government has not yet submitted a 

factual report over communal 

violence,” said a n SHRC official 

adding that the commission had also 

sought a report over the functioning of 

the Village Defence Committees. 

 

In purview of the media reports, “the 

SHRC’s Division Bench comprising 

members Javaid Kawoos and Rafiq 

Fida had sought reports on the matter 

from Chief Secretary of the State, 

DGP J&K, Divisional Commissioner 

Jammu, Inspector General of Police 

Jammu and Deputy Commissioner 

Kishtwar.” 

 

“The state government and district 

administration is primarily custodian 

of the life and property of its subjects 

and the same must be safeguarded and 

no lapses in this regard can be excused 

in order to know the stand of the state 

Government and District 

Administration,” the bench observed 

in its report. 

 

The Commission hopes that the 

government will submit a factual 

report soon. 

 

http://kashmirobserver.net/news/top-

news/kishtwar-flare-shrc-yet-receive-

govt-report 

Date Accessed: 28.08.2013  

(Ashwin Varghese) 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45705&Cr=child+labour&Cr1=#.Uh0JKBtQGxk
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45705&Cr=child+labour&Cr1=#.Uh0JKBtQGxk
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45705&Cr=child+labour&Cr1=#.Uh0JKBtQGxk
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/08/22/mapped_what_every_protest_in_the_last_34_years_looks_like
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/08/22/mapped_what_every_protest_in_the_last_34_years_looks_like
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/08/22/mapped_what_every_protest_in_the_last_34_years_looks_like
http://kashmirobserver.net/news/top-news/kishtwar-flare-shrc-yet-receive-govt-report
http://kashmirobserver.net/news/top-news/kishtwar-flare-shrc-yet-receive-govt-report
http://kashmirobserver.net/news/top-news/kishtwar-flare-shrc-yet-receive-govt-report
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INDIA IN THE 

WORLD  

India, Asia Eye the 

Arctic 

(Page Wilson, The Diplomat, 26 

August  2013) 

 

In May 2013, India along with Japan, 

China, South Korea, Singapore and 

Italy were admitted as permanent 

observers to the Arctic Council—a 

forum bringing together the eight 

Arctic member states (United States, 

Canada, Norway, Denmark (via 

Greenland), Russia, Sweden, Finland 

and Iceland), indigenous Arctic 

populations, and other interested 

parties to discuss a range of issues 

posed in this region. Formed in 1996, 

the Council and its work have been 

attracting growing worldwide 

attention in the wake of the record low 

levels of sea ice coverage. 

 

That five of six new observers states 

are Asian reflects their interest in the 

commercial opportunities of a 

transformed Arctic region and, the 

Council’s need to reinforce its position 

as the preeminent body for the 

discussion of Arctic matters. 

 

Economically, long ice-free periods 

due to climate change, and the dangers 

of piracy in the Horn of Africa, raise 

the prospect of a quicker and cheaper 

transit for Asian products destined for 

Europe than that currently provided by 

the Strait of Malacca and the Suez 

Canal. In addition, the U.S. Geological 

Survey has estimated that the Arctic 

contains 30% of the world’s 

undiscovered natural gas and 13% of 

its undiscovered oil. 

 

However, as a condition of being 

recognized as observers to the 

Council, India and the other states 

have accepted both the sovereignty of 

the Arctic states, and the law of the 

sea/UNCLOS as the legal foundation 

upon which the Arctic will be 

managed. 

 

 

This greatly weakens the argument 

that the Arctic should be considered a 

part of the global commons and Arctic 

governance should be the 

responsibility of a more inclusive 

body like the UN. Instead the new 

admissions strengthen existing legal 

and political approaches which 

privilege the interests of the Arctic 

states. 

 

http://thediplomat.com/2013/08/26/asi

a-eyes-the-arctic/?all=true 

Date accessed: 28.08.2013 

(Gayatri Verma) 

 

 SOUTH ASIA 
 

India to export 

power to 

Bangladesh 
(Probal Basak, Business Standard, 

Kolkata, 23 August, 2013) 

 

India, for the first time will export 

power on a large scale. It will start 

exporting power to Bangladesh 

tentatively from October, 2013. This 

initiative is in line with the 

memorandum of understanding (MoU) 

being signed in 2010 for the supply of 

500 Mw of power by India to 

Bangladesh. Soon after the MoU was 

signed, the work started to set up 

substations (at Nabagram, 

Murshidabad, in India and Bheramara 

in Bangladesh) with a high voltage 

direct current link and the work is 

expected to be completed by next 

month. The power will be supplied 

through an electrical grid 

interconnection between the two. 

Additionally, NTPC Vidyut Vyapar 

Nigam also signed an agreement with 

Bangladesh Power Development 

Board for power supply for 25 years. 

 

Since West Bengal State Electricity 

Distribution Company Limited 

(WBSEDCL) has about 10% surplus 

power, the state would sell 250 Mw of 

power to Bangladesh through Power 

Trade Corporation (PTC). NTPC has 

already committed an additional 

supply of 250 Mw of power to that 

country. 

“We have entered into an agreement 

with PTC, through which we will be 

selling 250 Mw of power to 

Bangladesh for three years. Hopefully, 

this will start in October,” said Malay 

De, principal secretary of the state 

power department. 

 

As per the experts, the total export 

would translate into a supply of 4000 

million units. “In Bangladesh, the 

price of power per unit is about 7 taka. 

Taking this as a standard and given the 

exchange rate, the power export could 

fetch about $350 million for India 

annually,” said an official. 

 

http://www.business-

standard.com/article/economy-

policy/power-export-to-bangladesh-

from-oct 113082200278_1.html 

Date accessed : 25.08.2013 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

India Cites Hurdles 

in Supplying Arms 

to Afghanistan 
(Shubhajit Roy, Indian Express, 26 

August, 2013) 
 

India has informed Afghanistan that 

Delhi finds it difficult to supply 

weapons to Kabul since it is bound by 

conditions set by suppliers. It also 

cited availability issues in the process 

of supplying arms to Kabul. These 

reasons were put forward by Indian 

officials to Afghan officials 

accompanying visiting Vice-President 

of Afghanistan Karimi Khalili last 

week. India procures majority of its 

arms from manufacturers and signs an 

end-user condition. Therefore, India 

cannot transfer weapons of the 

supplier country to a third country 

without its approval. This prohibits 

India from in giving out weapons to a 

friendly country like Afghanistan. 

 

Apart from that, Delhi finds itself in 

the middle of a demand-supply 

constraint, as it deals with shortage of 

sophisticated weaponry. Also, Delhi, 

mindful of concerns from Pakistan, is 

not too enthusiastic to give weapons to 

Afghanistan. 

 

http://thediplomat.com/2013/08/26/asia-eyes-the-arctic/
http://thediplomat.com/2013/08/26/asia-eyes-the-arctic/
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/16/world/europe/arctic-council-adds-six-members-including-china.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/16/world/europe/arctic-council-adds-six-members-including-china.html?_r=0
http://thediplomat.com/the-naval-diplomat/2012/11/07/the-new-great-game-the-arctic-ocean/
http://thediplomat.com/the-naval-diplomat/2012/11/07/the-new-great-game-the-arctic-ocean/
http://thediplomat.com/the-naval-diplomat/2012/11/07/the-new-great-game-the-arctic-ocean/
http://www.ey.com/Publication/vwLUAssets/Arctic_oil_and_gas/$FILE/Arctic_oil_and_gas.pdf
http://thediplomat.com/2013/08/26/asia-eyes-the-arctic/?all=true
http://thediplomat.com/2013/08/26/asia-eyes-the-arctic/?all=true
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Wbsedcl
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/power-export-to-bangladesh-from-oct%20113082200278_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/power-export-to-bangladesh-from-oct%20113082200278_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/power-export-to-bangladesh-from-oct%20113082200278_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/power-export-to-bangladesh-from-oct%20113082200278_1.html
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However, it has been training Afghan 

army personnel and police officials in 

Indian academies and is planning to 

give vehicles and choppers as logistic 

support. The Strategic Partnership 

Agreement (SPA) with Afghanistan 

signed on October 4, 2011 in New 

Delhi provides for security 

cooperation between the two countries 

under which India agrees to train 

Afghan security forces. 

 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/i

ndia-cites-hurdles-in-supplying-arms-

to-afghanistan/1160069/1 

Date Accessed: 26.08.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

MIDDLE-EAST 
 

India and Iraq: 

Restoring the Old 

Warmth 

(C. Raja Mohan, The Indian 

Express,  23 August 2013)   

 

The visit of the Iraqi Prime Minister 

Nouri-al-Maliki to India this week 

marks the rapid acceleration of 

bilateral ties after Delhi's prolonged 

neglect of Baghdad. 

 

Before 2003, Iraq used to be India's 

closest partner in the Middle East. It 

was a major source of financially 

favourable oil imports. Saddam 

Hussein's Iraq was among the few 

countries in the OIC that stood up for 

India when Pakistan pushed hostile 

resolutions on Jammu & Kashmir. 

India enjoyed extraordinary good will 

among the Iraqi people. 

 

Relations began to fray amidst the 

1980s Iran-Iraq War and Baghdad's 

international isolation after the 1990 

Gulf War. 

 

While the NDA government refused to 

send troops to Iraq after America's 

Second Gulf War in 2003, the UPA 

government's subsequent neglect of 

Iraq has unfortunate. 

 

 

As Iraq rebuilds itself, oil fields and 

the economy have opened up to 

international investments. While 

China and others have taken 

advantage of these developments, 

India has been extremely slow to 

react. With India's energy relationship 

with Iran under the stress of 

international sanctions, Iraq has once 

again become an attractive source of 

oil imports. Imports have more than 

doubled between 2011 and 2012. 

 

Despite sectarian violence and 

regional tensions, the resurgence of 

Iraq will not only contribute to India's 

energy security but also widen the 

basis of India's engagement with the 

volatile Gulf region. 

 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/i

ndia-and-iraq-restoring-the-old-

warmth/1159078/0 

Date accessed: 25.08.2013 

(Gayatri Verma) 

  
 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/india-cites-hurdles-in-supplying-arms-to-afghanistan/1160069/1
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/india-cites-hurdles-in-supplying-arms-to-afghanistan/1160069/1
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/india-cites-hurdles-in-supplying-arms-to-afghanistan/1160069/1
http://www.indianexpress.com/columnist/crajamohan/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/india-and-iraq-restoring-the-old-warmth/1159078/0
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/india-and-iraq-restoring-the-old-warmth/1159078/0
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/india-and-iraq-restoring-the-old-warmth/1159078/0
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BOOKS 

Bureaucratic 

System and Public 

Policy in India 
( Reviewed by : The Global Press)  
 

 

The book, written by Dr. Nanheshwar 

Prasad, delves to understand the 

relationship between the bureaucracy 

and the political space in India. The 

author emphasizes on the theory of 

public administration, which rests on 

the conventional view of the 

dichotomy between bureaucrats and 

politicians. The responsibility of 

making policies lies with the policy 

makers or the legislatures, while 

bureaucrats are responsible for 

implementation of policies. 

 

The author views that the bureaucrat, 

with deep intellectual insights, purely 

acts as an advisor on policy issues. 

The Weberian model of public 

policymaking states that anonymity 

and neutrality on the part of the 

bureaucracy is an important premise 

for efficient policies. This doctrine 

prevents the bureaucracy from any 

politicization and gives the bureaucrat 

a professional identity. The book 

concludes that bureaucrats are not 

political masters and they must not 

over read their powers to dominate the 

policy making process. 
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