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Key Message  
 

 

Policy Watch is a key instrument of RGICS's vision and strategy.  

RGICS's core vision is opening up the Indian state to peoples' voice -- in its leg-

islative, executive and judicial functions.  

Elected representatives and political parties have a central responsibility in chan-

neling peoples' voice into the functioning of the State. In turn, this requires en-

hancing the knowledge and capacity of elected representatives and political par-

ties on State policy. 

Policy Watch informs elected representatives and other political leaders about 

key policy developments nationally and globally. This will enable them to inter-

vene in policy decision making and reflect people's voice.  

Produced by a dedicated and talented team of scholars at RGICS, led by our 

young RG-RALs, Policy Watch is a unique product that presents information and 

analysis about policy for a political audience.  Policy Watch has by now covered 

over a thousand policy issues. 

 

Team RGICS 
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Open Defecation: Trends and Policy Response 
 

Introduction 
Sanitation remains one of the biggest development challenges in India along with being one of the most ignored. If 

World Bank statistics are to be believed, one in every 10 deaths in India occur due to poor sanitation, a total of 

around 768,000 deaths a year. 

 

Widespread open defecation in rural India is one aspect of sanitation that needs immediate attention from policy     

makers. While open defecation is being steadily eliminated globally, the behaviour stubbornly persists in India.  

With 67% of rural households and 13% of urban households (49.8% of the total population) defecating in the open 

(Census 2011), India now accounts for 60% of the world’s open defecation. Persistent open defecation needlessly 

kills hundreds of thousands of babies and stunts the development and lives of those who survive.  

A recently released SQUAT survey working paper notes a revealed preference for open defecation in rural north 

India. The findings of the report suggest that intensifying existing policies of latrine construction will not be enough 

to substantially reduce open defecation. Policy-makers in India must lead a large scale campaign to promote latrine 

use. 

 

Sanitation Ladder 
The UNICEF-WHO Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) data for a set of countries and regions shows that open 

defecation is much more common in India than it is in many of the poorest countries of the world, such as the De-

mocratic Republic of the Congo, Malawi, Burundi, and Rwanda. 

 

International opinion on sanitation describes a sanitation ladder as one ranging from open defecation up to flush 

toilets with a piped sewer. Successive rungs represent more hygienic and more expensive sanitation options. The 

paper observes that the sanitation ladder in India appears to be missing its middle rungs with no intermediate steps 

on which households climb gradually go up from open defecation. 

 

Table 1, which presents UNICEF-WHO JMP data on the types of toilets used in different countries, splits the popu-

lation into three categories: open defecation, unimproved or shared sanitation, and improved sanitation. A cursory 

glance shows that India has a missing middle rung; no other listed country has a smaller middle fraction.  

 

Table 1: Population Distribution According to Sanitation Category (% of population)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C o v e r  S t o r y  

Country % open 

defecation 

% shared or 

unimproved 

% im-

proved 

sanitation 

GDP per 

capita 

India (2011 census) 49.8       

India (JMP) 48 16 36 5,050 

Southern Asia* 38 20 42 4,666 

Sub-Saharan Africa* 25 45 30 3,171 

Pakistan 23 29 48 4,360 

Haiti 21 55 24 2,575 

Low-Income Coun-

tries* 

21 42 37 1,569 

Ghana 19 67 14 3,638 

Senegal 17 31 52 2,174 

Zambia 16 41 43 2,990 
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Distribution of the population into each sanitation category (% of population) from WHO and UNICEF (2014), The 

India figures from Census 2011 relate to proportion of households not having a toilet in their house and not using a 

public toilet. Per Capita GDP PPP figures are from World Bank (2014). 

* Categories are defined by the World Bank; low-income includes countries with GNI per capita, calculated using 

the World Bank Atlas method, of $1,035 or less in 2012 (World Bank 2014). 

 

Source:  http://www.im4change.org/siteadmin/tinymce//uploaded/Dean%20Spears%20on%20Toilets.pdf 

 

Health Hazards 
Despite recognition among policy-makers that open defecation constitutes a health and human capital crisis, it re-

mains widespread in rural India. The effects of open defecation are many, not only does it pollute ground water; it 

also contaminates agricultural produce and helps in the spread of diseases like diarrhoea and cholera. Disposing of 

excreta safely, isolating it from flies and other insects, and preventing faecal contamination of water supplies would 

greatly reduce the spread of diseases. The disposal alone, however, is not enough, inculcating personal hygiene, par-

ticularly washing hands after defecation and before eating and cooking, is equally important.  

 

Moreover, Dean Spears, a public health expert, has recently offered evidence connecting our poor sanitation and 

open defecation with stunting, high morbidity and malnutrition. 

 

Major trends 
The following trends emerge from the SQUAT survey: a survey in rural north India of Sanitation Quality, Use, Ac-

cess, and Trends conducted in the rural villages of 5 Indian states in the hindi heartland. Four of these states were 

focus states, where rural open defecation is particularly common: Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Uttar 

Pradesh. Haryana was included as a potential contrast state, where households are richer, on average, and open 

defecation is less common. 

 

C o v e r  S t o r y  

Afghanistan 15 56 29 1,892 

Swaziland 14 29 57 5,912 

Kenya 13 57 30 2,109 

Southern Asia without 

India* 

12 31 57 - 

Nicaragua 10 38 52 4,254 

Democratic Republic of 

Congo 

9 60 31 451 

Republic of Congo 8 77 15 5,631 

Uganda 8 58 34 1,134 

Malawi 7 83 10 739 

Cameroon 6 59 45 2,551 

Myanmar 5 18 77 - 

Bangladesh 3 40 57 2,364 

Burundi 3 50 47 737 

Rwanda 3 33 64 1,379 

Gambia 2 38 60 1,565 

Vietnam 2 23 75 4,912 

China 1 34 65 10,771 
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1. Demographics of defecation 

 
The following graphs points out that except for among young children, males are more likely to defecate in the 

open than females in every age group. During the late childhood and teenage years, open defecation decreases 

quickly in age for young women with access to latrines. This could be driven by at least two factors: a prefer-

ence among young women to use latrines, or a cultural norm that keeps women in their reproductive years in-

side the home. 

 
Figure 1: Open defecation by age and sex 

 

 

 

 

For most of the adult age range, open defecation is increasing in age but defecation decreases sharply in age 

among the oldest household members studied in the sample.  

 

It is noteworthy that the people who appear to have the most demand for latrine use – young women and the 

very old are usually not the economic decision-makers within their households. It is likely an important con-

straint on latrine adoption in rural India that the people who are most likely to use latrines are the least likely to 

have the intra-household power to allocate resources to building one.  

 

Use of government latrines  

Media coverage of sanitation in India often emphasizes the need for the government to provide ‘access’ to sani-

tation from the perspective of reducing open defecation. The report however, emphasises that latrine access is 

an incomplete description of the sanitation challenge for rural India, where demand for latrine use is a key bar-

rier. 

 

Further, are the latrines that are being used provided by the government? The report presents interesting high-

lights – merely 9% report having received either money or materials from the government for latrine whereas 

large majority of households with latrines – 79% received neither money nor materials (which include receiving 

a complete latrine) from the government to build their latrine. 

 

C o v e r  S t o r y  

Source:  http://www.im4change.org/siteadmin/tinymce//uploaded/Dean%20Spears%20on%20Toilets.pdf 



 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 2 . 4 5  P a g e  7  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

Table 2: Privately constructed latrines are more likely to be used than government constructed latrines 

 
Source: ttp://www.im4change.org/siteadmin/tinymce//uploaded/Dean%20Spears%20on%20Toilets.pdf 

Interestingly, people who live in households with a latrine that was built with government support are more than 

twice as likely to defecate in the open as people who live in households whose latrine was privately constructed. 

Indeed, over 60% of households which received latrine materials from the government have at least one house-

hold member who defecates in the open. 
 

Further, the latrines that are least likely to be used are those that were built in entirety by the government, rather 

than constructed in part using government money or materials. More than half of people who live in a house-

hold with such a latrine defecate in the open; over two-thirds of such households have a member who defecates 

in the open; and one-third of such latrines are not usually used by anyone at all. In households with completely 

government constructed latrines, even most young females in their 20s – a demographic group particularly 

likely to use available latrines – defecate in the open. 
 

These differences in use, according to private or government construction reflect several possible mechanisms. 

First is selection: households that build their own latrines are, on an average, households that have more de-

mand for latrines, possibly because of higher socioeconomic status, better education, or a greater awareness of 

the health benefits of latrines. Second is quality: households that build their own latrines may choose to build a 

more expensive latrine, or one that more closely matches their own preferences. 
 

Although the question why government-supported latrines are so much less likely to be used than private la-

trines cannot be answered fully, it is it is unsurprising that households which choose to build their own latrine 

are the most likely to use one. However, it is also the case that privately and government constructed latrines are 

physically different, on average. In particular, privately-constructed latrines have much larger pits below 

ground. 
 

2.       Predicting effects of government latrine construction 

While policy-makers have been suggesting that the government build a latrine for every household without 

one, but have done nothing to change the preferences about open defecation raising the fundamental question 

of what would be the effect of the marginal latrines that the government has yet to construct? 
 

Table 3: Predicted open defecation after universal latrine construction policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Source: http://www.im4change.org/siteadmin/tinymce//uploaded/Dean%20Spears%20on%20Toilets.pdf 
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According to an econometric prediction of how many people would defecate in the open, if they were given an aver-

age government latrine, 55% of people would defecate in the open if they received a latrine that was constructed 

with any government support. Among those currently living in households without a latrine, 66% people living in 

recipient households are predicted to defecate in the open if they received a latrine that were fully government con-

structed. 

 

For the full sample of five states, the model predicts that open defecation (including those who currently own and 

use latrines) would fall from the observed 64% to 46% of people defecating in the open. In the four focus states, 

person-level open defecation in the sample would fall from the observed 70% to a predicted 51%. Therefore, it can 

be concluded conservatively that even if the government were to construct a latrine for every rural household in the 

focus states, more than half of all rural persons in the sample would still defecate in the open. 

 

3.    Stated preferences 

Many people in rural north India stated a revealed preference for open defecation. 

 

Of people who defecate in the open, 47% explain that they do so because it is pleasurable, comfortable, or conven-

ient. Of individuals who defecate in the open, despite having access to a latrine in their household, 74% cite these 

same reasons.  14% of individuals who defecate in the open mentioned that they prefer going in the open because 

there are problems with using a latrine whereas 12% stated that it is habit or tradition to defecate in the open. 

 

Further, one reason that latrine use is not a priority may be that open defecation is not widely recognized among 

rural north Indians as a threat to health with 43% respondents reporting that latrine use is no better for child health 

than open defecation.  

 

Failure to recognize the health effects of open defecation fails to fully capture the policy challenge because it in-

cludes many respondents who already use latrines. Among those who defecate in the open, 51% report that wide-

spread open defecation would be at least as good for child health as latrine use by everyone in the village. Women 

are more likely to report that open defecation is healthy than men are: 55% of women who defecate in the open re-

spond that children would not be healthier in a village where everyone uses a latrine. Respondents with higher edu-

cational attainment have more accurate health beliefs. Nevertheless, 18% of respondents who studied past the 12th 

standard report that open defecation is at least as good as latrine use for child health. 

 

Budget 
In the Union Budget 2014-15, finance minister Mr. Arun Jaitly noted that “the Government intends to cover every 

household by total sanitation by the year 2019... through Swatchh Bharat Abhiyan.” 

 

The SQUAT survey estimates, from its sample, that for the people in rural India the minimal requirements for an 

acceptable latrine cost more than Rs. 21,000, on average. What this suggests is that there is a widely held belief that 

latrines are expensive assets, perhaps even luxuries. On the other hand, the simple latrines that have been fundamen-

tal in eliminating open defecation in Bangladesh cost around Rs. 2,500, at purchasing power parity. 

 

At a scaled up estimate, constructing a toilet for each of the 123 million households that lack one, at a perceived 

minimal of 21,000 rupees would cost rupees two lakh fifty six thousand crores, or approximately one-sixth of the 

annual total expenditure of the Government of India in 2012-2013. 

The challenge for policy-makers therefore is to promote the use of less expensive latrines and build a demand for 

simple middle-rung latrines. Although building latrines could be part of a successful policy package, little will be 

accomplished by planning to build latrines that will go unused, or not be built at all due to perceived lack of de-

mand. Latrine construction is not enough. Instead, if the government is to achieve its goal of eliminating open defe-

cation by 2019, it must concentrate on building demand for latrine use in rural India. 

 

Conclusion 
The report predicts that more than half of people in the focus states sample would still be defecating in the open 

even if the government were to build a latrine for every household that does not have one, without changing prefer-

ences. Policy makers need to shift the focus from only constructing latrines to a large scale campaign to change 

sanitation preferences and promote latrine use. 

C o v e r  S t o r y  
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There is also the question of whether people are receiving latrine use messages from the government. While 61% of 

respondents in the survey report know of a government scheme which helps people to construct toilets, 44% know at 

least one person who has received assistance from the government for their latrine, only 31% have ever seen a 

poster, wall-painting, pamphlet, street play, or film about the use of latrines. 

 

Thus, this basic awareness of sanitation policy does not appear to translate into substantial engagement with latrine 

use promotion programs. Combating the challenges of open defecation requires behavioural change as cultural is-

sues matter more than construction of latrines. Reference can be made to the largely successful ‘SuperAmma’ drive 

in Andhra Pradesh which altered hand-washing behaviour among people (compliance with hand-washing interven-

tion rose from 1% to 37% in six months time) through emotional campaigning targeting the womenfolk of the 

household. Reducing open defecation also requires emotionally driven campaigns which can decisively change be-

haviours.    

 

The challenge of open defecation has severe social ill effects too. With people defecating in the open (irrespective of 

whether they have a latrine or not), manual scavenging will continue to prevail. Although the government in 2013 

enacted a legislation to prohibit employment of individuals and manual scavengers; the failure of the government in 

controlling open defecation is likely to defeat the purpose for which the law was enacted.  

 

 

 

 

Prepared by: 

Deepti & Ashwin 
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Rural development ministry to make social audit compul-

sory 
(Jitendra, Down to Earth, July 10, 2014) 

 

MGNREGS works at the village level have checked distress migration in many areas. So, Union Ministry of Rural 

Development (MoRD) has decided to focus on social audit and create durable assets at block and district levels un-

der the programme. 

 

The Centre will provide technical assistance for the audit under a special project that will remain in operation till 

2017. The entire expenditure, including salaries of resource persons engaged in the audit at the state and district lev-

els, will be borne by the Centre. It is estimated that the project will cost Rs 46 crore a year to the Central exchequer.  

 

In a social audit, civil society groups engage with government officials to review whether the reported expenditure 

reflects on the ground level. The committee, which will select these resource persons for social audit, will be chaired 

by chief secretary of the state. The other members of the committee will comprise principal secretary of the nodal 

department, representatives of rural development ministry and civil society representative. 

 

Durable assets at block, district levels 

MoRD has also decided to change the Act to accommodate creation of more durable assets at the block and district 

levels. Currently, most of the MGNREGA fund is allocated for spending at the gram panchayat level and some at 

the block level. According to one official, now the ministry has decided to spend more funds at the block and district 

levels by pooling funds from the panchayats. The funds will be used to create durable assets by line departments like 

the forest department, agriculture department and water resource department. 

 

 http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/nda-introduces-changes-mgnrega 

Date Accessed: 13.07.2014 

(Neha Singh) 

 

Government scraps incentives on SMP exports 
(Exim News Service, July 10, 2014) 

  

In order to boost domestic supply and cool prices of milk, the government has decided to do away with incentives 

on export of skimmed milk powder (SMP). The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) decided to with-

draw the 5per cent incentive offered to SMP exporters. This measure has been thought of in the view of deficient 

monsoon, which might result into shortage of fodder and further reduce milk production. 

  

The previous government, in June 2012, had lifted the ban on SMP exports. They further included the product under 

Vishesh Krishi and Gram Udyog Yojana. They enabled exporters to avail 5per cent duty credit scrip on export 

value. 

  

http://www.eximin.net/NewsDetails.aspx?name=76356 

Date Accessed: 12.7.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 
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Government mulls to raise number of days under NREGA 

scheme to 150 
(Yogima Seth Sharma, The Economic Times, July 14, 2014) 

 

The government is planning to raise the minimum wage days under its rural employment guarantee scheme 

(MNREGA) to 150 from 100 in case the country faces a drought. The rural development ministry, which is working 

on the proposal, is of the view that 50 additional days of employment will compensate farmers who have suffered 

crop loss due to deficient rains.  

 

The average wage under MGNREGA stands at Rs 174.3 per person per day after an over 11 per cent revision in 

April. Haryana has the highest wage under the scheme at Rs 236 per person per day while Bihar has the lowest at Rs 

153.  

 

The government's swiftness in laying a road map to address the exigency can be gauged from the fact that from June 

1 to July 10, the country has received 43 per cent less rainfall at 142.6 mm against the normal level of 251.6 mm. 

Last month, private weather forecaster had warned that there was a 60 per cent probability of a drought this year. 

The worst-affected regions include central India, where the deficit is 63 per cent followed by north-west (50 per cent 

below normal) and southern peninsula (36 per cent).  

 

The government had last year extended the number of wage days under MGNREGA to 150 in Uttarakhand in the 

wake of floods that left thousands dead and missing.  

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/38344736.cms?

utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst 

Date Accessed: 14.07.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 
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Uttarakhand per capita income rises to Rs 1.03 lakh 
(Shishir Prashant, Business Standard, July 11, 2014) 

  

The per capita income of Uttarakhand increase by Rs. 11,158 in the financial year 2013-14 as compared to the in-

come recorded in the previous financial year. The per capita income increased from Rs 92,191 to Rs. 1.03 lakh in 

the financial year 2013-14. The state's economy grew at 0.04% better than the previous year. It grew at 5.65 per cent 

in 2013-14. The state's economy grew at a growth rate better than the national growth rate which was 4.7% for the 

same year, as per the report. 

 

According to the figures released by the Directorate of Economics and Statistics on Friday "the per capita income of 

the state estimated for the year 2013-14 (Advance Estimates) and 2012-13 (Quick Estimates) is Rs 1.03 lakh and Rs 

92,191 respectively. However, for the year 2011-12 the estimate was Rs 85,372,"the report added. 

 

Economic growth rate for the state was recorded high compared to the All India Economic growth rate during last 3 

financial years. 

  Economic growth rates of the state for the year 2013-14 (Advance Estimates) has been estimated as 5.65%,as 

against 4.7% national growth rate. 

 Economic growth rates of the state for the year 2012-13 (Quick Estimates) has been estimated as 5.61%, as 

against 4.5% national growth rate. 

 Economic growth rates of the state for the year 2011-12 has been estimated as 9.37%, as against 8.7% national 

growth rate. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/uttarakhand-per-capita-income-rises-to-rs-1-03-lakh-

114071101356_1.html 

Date Accessed: 12.7.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 
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POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE  

The significance of a meaningful Leader of Opposition in a 

parliamentary democracy 
(Dhananjay Mahapatra, The Times of India, July 14, 2014) 

  

The article is a commentary on the significance of the constitutional provision of “Leader of Opposi-

tion” (LoP) for the Lok Sabha. To become the leader of opposition for the 16th Lok Sabha, the party which comes 

second must bag at least 55 of 545 seats to get the LoP post. Political debates in the recent past have focussed and 

argued whether the Indian National Congress, with a total of 44 seats, could become the Leader of Opposition. The 

ruling party has been opposing Congress’s stand to be the LoP as it falls short of 11 seats. The article points to BJP’s 

jibes at the Congress and holds that “a meaningful opposition brings vibrancy to parliamentary debates by pointing 

out possible flaws in the government's policies.” Any attempt to nullify the importance of LoP would cost a loss of a 

possible effective watchdog on the ruling party’s efforts. 

 

Historical Debate 

On November 8, 1948, during the Constituent Assembly debate, “prominent political leader from United Province 

(later Uttar Pradesh) Z H Lari stressed the importance of leader of opposition in a democracy and wanted his salary 

and status to be specified in the Constitution.” Lari had said, "Everyone knows that power corrupts and absolute 

power corrupts absolutely. It is also a truism to say that every party that comes into power tries to make its hold per-

manent. Everybody knows that in parliamentary practice, the biggest party constitutes the opposition. All other par-

ties, if there are more than two, are mere parties. The privilege of the opposition goes to the largest party after the 

party occupying the treasury benches which is the biggest party." However, T T Krishnamachari from Madras had 

opposed Lari's advice for strengthening democratic practices. “The amendment proposed by Lari was rejected as Dr 

B R Ambedkar and a majority of members agreed with Krishnamachari.” 

 

Role of the LoP 

The role envisaged for leader of opposition then and now has undergone a sea change. The Second Administrative 

Reforms Committee headed by Veerappa Moily too had assigned importance to leader of opposition in its report 

recommending constitution of Civil Services Board, which would determine the tenure and posting of top civil ser-

vants. The LOP occupies an important place in panels tasked to select vital functionaries mandated to detect and 

punish corruption in high places. It assures fairness and transparency in selecting these functionaries - CBI director, 

chief vigilance commissioner and vigilance commissioners, and Lokpal and Lokayuktas. The powers given to the 

LoP are to lend credence to the process of selection and inspire public confidence in the selected person to deal with 

corruption in high places.  

  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Why-is-BJP-doing-a-Congress-on-Congress-over-LoP-issue/

articleshow/38341506.cms 

Date Accessed: 14.07.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 

  

DEVELOPMENT 

SOS Children’s Village will provide a home to orphaned 

children and a women who become mothers to them 
(Maggie Krueger and Lakshi Bhatia, The live Mint, July 12, 2014) 

 

On the outskirts of Delhi, on a side street lies a small colony called Greenfields were a community of unmarried 

women raising 10 non-biological children each, passionately fostering families. 

 

SOS Children’s Village is a non-profit, non-government organisation established to provide children orphaned by 

disaster and abandoned a new family. First established in 1964 at Greenfields by the international organisation’s 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  
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founder Hermann Gmeiner, Children’s Village in India has now grown to 33 villages in 21 States, serving over 

6,500 children. Recently, the NGO secured a VO-2A CRISIL rating, indicating its “Strong Delivery Capability and 

High Financial Proficiency”, and making it the first NGO to undergo evaluation process especially designed for vol-

untary organisations by CRISIL. 

 

Rakesh Jinsi, secretary general of India’s National SOS Children’s Village says that one of the organisation’s main 

principles is that all children must have a mother, who initially is a ‘volunteer caregiver’ and has to go through a 

rigorous two-year process to be entitled with the job. Of all the interested women who go through training, which 

includes a year of classroom training and hands on-experience as well as a trial year as a village “aunt”, only 50 per 

cent of trainees finish the programme. For every four houses, a counsellor or co-worker is also provided for the 

mother and children to aid them in meeting any bonding challenges. However, the pool of interested women in such 

a committed ‘career’ as a mother is dwindling, Mr. Jinsi explains. 

 

The goal of the organization is for all children who leave the Village, whether by marriage or in search of job, to 

have one employable skill with certification, computer skills and a fluency in the English language. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/X2AB9BVYr3mlk5EEToUVXJ/Finance-minister-in-examining-issues-

concerning-merger-of-PS.html 

Date Accessed: 13.07.2014 

(Neha Singh) 

 

India’s growing urban poverty crisis 
(Ram Mashru, The Diplomat, March 04, 2014) 

  

India is currently urbanizing rapidly, with its urban population set to increase from 27.8 percent in 2011 to 38 per-

cent by 2025.  Recognising the need to enable cities to accommodate the large influx of people, the new govern-

ment’s Union budget announced recently focuses a great deal to address the challenge of rising urban poverty in 

Indian cities. The budget announced Rs 7,060 crore earmarked for setting up of 100 smart cities in the country.  

While budgetary support to urbanisation issues is a first step in the right direction, the article puts light on myriad 

issues which should be tackled with consistent and holistic policy interventions.   

  

Presently, India is home to a third of the world’s poor, a third of the world’s slave population and on a host of other 

social and development indicators, the country continues to slip behind other developing countries. The UPA gov-

ernment’s “inclusive growth” agenda was well placed, however it failed to create the desired impact in urban dwell-

ings.  When adjusted for variations in the cost of living, 32.7 percent of India’s population live below the interna-

tional extreme poverty line of $1.25 per day. While India could uplift merely 35 million people out of extreme pov-

erty since 1980s, the counterpart for China is estimated to be 678 million. 

  

A lesser known phenomenon unfolding in India is that of “reverse migration”: due to the lack of manufacturing jobs, 

12 million people are set to return to rural areas from cities by 2019. This is a reflection of the declining employ-

ment opportunities in both agriculture and manufacturing sector. Additionally, data shows rapid increase in income 

inequality. “Income inequality in urban areas across a third of India’s states reached its highest point in 2011-12 

since 1973-74.” The article quotes, “The political class, across the ideological divide, continues to be evasive in ad-

dressing the legitimate needs of a fast growing urban India.” 

  

The article highlights a number of factors to explain the rising inequality: continued rural-to-urban migration, a con-

tracting industrial sector, a growing under-skilled labor force as well as shrinking manufacturing sector.  The World 

Bank has recommended that improving public services, reforming labor regulations and boosting infrastructure are 

three things tackle poverty, boost employment and revive industry in developing countries. 

  

http://thediplomat.com/2014/03/indias-growing-urban-poverty-crisis/ 

Date Accessed: 13.07.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 
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GOVERNMENT 

Government plans to post mobile numbers and email IDs of 

bureaucrats online  
(Dheeraj Tewari, The Economic Times, July 14, 2014) 
 

The government is planning to post mobile numbers and email IDs of all its officers on a central website in line with 

its 'minimum government, maximum governance' agenda. The move is to ensure that government communication is 

centralised and that public is able to reach out to officials through a single platform. Government officials stated that 

transparency and better governance is the key idea behind the initiative, adding that most ministries follow their own 

rules when it comes to putting out contact details of their officials.  
 

While most ministries have welcomed the move, many of them consider putting out mobile numbers will create 

unnecessary issues for officials. The strongest protests have come from the ministries of civil aviation and health.  

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/38345901.cms?

utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst 

Date Accessed: 14.07.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

CONNECTIVITY  

TRAI notifies minimum broadband speed at 512 kbps  
(DD News, July 07, 2014) 
 

Telecom sector regulator Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has raised minimum broadband speed to 

512 kilo bytes per second (kbps) from the earlier 256 kbps by amending Telecom consumers Complaint Redressal 

Regulation, 2012. The amendment in regulation re-defines broadband as, "a data connection that is able to support 

interactive services including internet access and has the capability of minimum download speed of 512 kbps to an 

individual subscriber from the point of presence (POP) of the service provider intending to provide broadband ser-

vice". 

 

The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) had revised the broadband speed in consonance of the National 

Telecom Policy 2012 and TRAI recommendations, the regulator said. The earlier minimum broadband speed of 256 

kbps was as per the Broadband Policy 2004. 

  

According to National Telecom Policy 2012, the government aims to raise the broadband download speed of to 512 

kbps from 256 kbps and subsequently to 2 Mbps by 2015. According to TRAI data, total broadband subscribers in 

the country rose by 5.82 per cent to 65.33 million at the end of May 2014 from 61.74 million at the end of April 

2014. While wired broadband subscribers stood at 14.95 million as of May this year, mobile device users (phones 

and dongles) were 49.97 million and the fixed wireless (Wi-Fi, Wi-Max, Point-to-Point, Radio and VSAT) subscrib-

ers stood at 0.41 million for the same period. 

  

http://www.ddinews.gov.in/Business/Business%20-%20Headlines/Pages/traibroadbandspeed.aspx 

Date Accessed: 09.07.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 
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HEALTH 

Four new vaccines to be part of govt's immunisation pro-

gramme: PM 
(DD News, July 05, 2014) 
  

Union Government has announced to introduce four new vaccines in Universal Immunization Programme (UIP). 

The initiative is a part of government programme to reduce child mortality by two-third by next year and meet 

global polio eradication targets. 

  

With these new vaccines to be introduced as part of the Universal Immunization Programme (UIP), government will 

be providing free vaccines against 13 life threatening diseases to 27 million children annually, the largest birth co-

hort in the world. 
 

Vaccines against rotavirus, rubella and polio (injectable) will collectively expedite India’s progress on meeting the 

Millennium Development Goal 4 targets to reduce child mortality by two-thirds by the year 2015 and meet global 

polio eradication targets.In addition, an adult vaccine against Japanese encephalitis will be introduced in districts 

with high levels of the disease."The introduction of four new lifesaving vaccines will play a key role in reducing the 

childhood and infant mortality and morbidity in the country," Prime Minister Narendra Modi said.  
 

"India is committed to tackle child mortality and provide health for all through multiple initiatives taken up by the 

government. Strengthening routine immunization is an essential investment in India’s children and will ensure a 

healthy future of the country," Modi said.  
 

Diarrohea caused by rotavirus kills nearly 80,000 children each year, results in up to 10 lakh hospitalizations, push-

ing many Indian families below the poverty line. It also imposes an economic burden of over Rs 300 crore each year 

to the country. India has developed and licensed its first indigenous rotavirus vaccine developed under a public-

private partnership by the Ministry of Science and the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.  
 

Under UIP, an adult vaccine will be introduced against Japanese Encephalitis (JE) in 179 endemic districts in 9 

states. Reaffirming its commitment to the global goal of a polio free world, India is set to introduce Injectable Polio 

Vaccine (IPV), together with 125 countries in a globally synchronized manner. India has been certified polio-free in 

March 2014, and the introduction of IPV in addition to the oral polio vaccine (OPV) will provide long-lasting pro-

tection to the population against the virus.  
 

The recommendations to introduce new vaccines have been made after numerous scientific studies and comprehen-

sive deliberations by the National Technical Advisory Group of India (NTAGI), the country’s apex scientific advi-

sory body on immunization.  

  

http://www.ddinews.gov.in/Health/Health%20-%20Headlines/Pages/newinjection.aspx 

Date Accessed: 10.07.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 
 

Tuberculosis prevalence in India declines 
(Press Information Bureau, July 11, 2014) 
 

In the wake of a series of measures for proper diagnosis and treatment of TB and MDR-TB by the union govern-

ment, India is showing a downward trend in tuberculosis prevalence per lakh population from 465 cases per year in 

1900 to 230 cases per year in 2012. Also, the tuberculosis mortality per lakh population has reduced from 38 in the 

year 1990 to 22 in year 2012. 

 

Moreover, despite an increase in the detection of Multi-Drug Resistant TB (MDR-TB) cases, there has been no in-

crease in the estimated proportion of the same. As was pointed in the health minister’s reply at the Lok Sabha on 

11th July, 2014, the increase remains less than 3 percent among new TB cases and between 12-17 percent among re-

treatment TB cases. 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  
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It was also noted that the Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme (RNTCP) has been consistently 

achieving more than 85 percent treatment success rates among New Smear Positive Patients since 2001. 
 

Other achievements include increasing access to quality assured diagnostic facilities by establishing more than 

13000 Designated Microscopy Centres (DMCs), setting up more than 10,000 sputum collection centres in areas with 

little access to Designated Microscopy Services, making treatment facilities for drug-sensitive TB available at more 

than six lakh DOT Centres, making notification of TB cases mandatory for healthcare providers and establishing a 

central TB division in collaboration with National Informatics Centre to enable better surveillance and tracking of 

TB cases.  
 

Apart from these, the government has taken the following measures to tackle TB prevalence: 
 

 Programmatic Management of Drug Resistant TB (PMDT) services are now available in all States/UTs. 

 Diagnosis of Drug Resistant TB is undertaken through quality assured drug susceptibility testing at 58 Culture 

& drug susceptibility testing (C-DST) laboratories, of which 48 laboratories are also equipped with rapid mo-

lecular test named Line Probe Assay (LPA). 

 Cartridge Based Nucleic Acid Amplification (CBNAAT) Test Machines have been installed at 89 sites for early 

detection of Rifampicin resistance among TB cases. 

 111 specialized Centres for initial indoor management of Drug Resistant TB Cases have also been established. 

 The Government has banned the use of serodiagnostic test kits for tuberculosis. 

 Incentives for community DOT providers, for patients in tribal and difficult areas, volunteers for transportation 

of sputum samples and travel cost reimbursement for MDR-TB suspects and patients, have been upwardly re-

vised and incentives for transportation cost for co-infected TB-HIV patients and for administering injectables, 

have been recently introduced. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=106432 

Date Accessed: 11.07.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 
 

Manipur launches Hepatitis-C advocacy campaign 
(The Telegraph, July 10, 2014) 

 

In order to combat the spread of Hepatitis-C among drug users and people living with HIV in Manipur, a Heaptitis-

C advocacy campaign has been launched jointly by an Imphal-based NGO- Community Network for Empowerment 

– and the state government. It highlights the need for joint efforts by all the stakeholders, government, NGOs and 

public. 

 

According to a 2009 report of the Indian Council of Medical Research, 98 per cent of the HIV intravenous drug us-

ers in Churachandpur district were found to be co-infected by the virus. At the same time, 92 per cent in Imphal 

West district and 52 per cent in Bishnupur district were reportedly co-infected. 

 

According to R.K. Naliniknata, president of Community Network for Empowerment, the year-long campaign will 

hold a series of awareness programmes in the schools, colleges and other public spaces; it will also use radio/TV 

talk shows, street corner meetings and leaflets as channels of communication with the masses. 

 

It was also mentioned that the yearlong programme would be important for screening Hepatitis-C amidst all the risk 

groups at district hospitals. The screening can be consequently used to chart out an action plan to combat the spread 

of the virus. The state medical department had agreed to the proposal. 

 

Stressing on the high levels of co-infection, Ibohalbi Singh (secretary of Manipur Legislative Forum on HIV/AIDS), 

stressed on the need to bring the issue of Hepatitis-C co-infection under the Manipur AIDS Control Policy. 

 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140711/jsp/northeast/story_18602471.jsp#.U7-dIfmSw2M 

Date Accessed: 11.07.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 
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URBAN 

18 children go missing in Delhi everyday 
(Damini Nath, The Hindu, July 10, 2014) 

 

According to report on missing children prepared by the Alliance for People’s Rights, the national capital presents a 

rather murky picture in terms of safety of children with as many as 18 children going missing on an average every-

day from Delhi. The report also revealed that out of these 18 missing cases, four of them are never traced. In 2012, 

the average stood at 14 cases a day, the report noted. 

 

The report cited Right to Information replies from the Delhi Police to reveal that 6,494 children, out of which 53 per 

cent were girls, went missing in Delhi from January 1 to December 31, 2013. As far as districts are concerned, while 

there has been a 54.82 per cent jump in the cases reported in West, in North-west districts there has been a 47.24 per 

cent increase. 

It also highlighted that more than 50 per cent of the rescued victims belonged to the socially deprived sections of 

society. However, as the convener of the alliance, Reena Banerjee, pointed out that the actual number of missing 

children could be higher as there are many cases that never get registered. 

 

While the aggrieved parents complained against inaction of the authorities, the regional director of Child Rights and 

You stressed on the need for a single and transparent database and a more proactive Children’s commission. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/18-children-go-missing-in-delhi-every-day-report/article6195950.ece?

homepage=true 

Date Accessed: 11.07.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

ENERGY 

BJP govt focused on tapping hydro-power potential of N-E 
(The Shillong Times, July 13, 2014) 

 

 Union minister of State for Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER), VK Singh stated that “availability of 

power was an absolute pre-requisite to put the Northeastern states on the fast track of development.” The Minister 

added that the “BJP government in the Centre was exploring all possibilities to harness the enormous hydro-power 

resources in the region and would try to make people understand the necessity for having dam projects in the area.” 

He further stated that “North East has the highest potential of hydro power and it will cost least. The region can reap 

the benefit by selling power to the rest of India and also to neighbouring countries.” 

 

Singh’s also commented on the Subansiri project after Power Minister Piyush Goyal assured the people that no con-

struction would be undertaken till the matter was sorted out. General Singh said, “Lower Subansiri Hydro-power 

project is lying unimplemented because of resistance from various organisations. I have studied the project. The 

project is good for Assam. There is a safety part and a benefit part. Now, the people of Assam have to be convinced 

about the benefits and safety measures of the project. Assam will get larger chunk of the 15 % free power to be sup-

plied from the project once implemented. There are personal interests involved in the resistance movements against 

the project.” 

 

http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2014/07/13/bjp-govt-focused-on-tapping-hydro-power-potential-of-n-e/ 

Date Accessed: 14.07.2014 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
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ENVIRONMENT 

Withstanding huge development pressure, India's forest 

grows 
(Mayank Aggarwal, DNA, July 9, 2014) 
  

This article highlights the findings of ‘India's State of Forest Report (ISFR) 2013’ which was released by Environ-

ment Minister Prakash Javadekar on July 8, 2014. The report, which comes out biennially, revealed that compared 

to ISFR 2011 the country has witnessed an increase of 5,871 sq km (about 0.18 %). 

 

Key findings 

 24.01 percent of country's geographical area which is around 789,164 square kilometer area is under tree and 

forest cover 

 Hill and tribal districts witnessed an increase in forest cover by 40 square km and 2,396 square km respectively 

 States with increase in forest cover- West Bengal (maximum rise -3,810 sq km), Odisha, Kerala, Jharkhand, Bi-

har and Tamil Nadu 

 States with decrease in forest cover-Nagaland, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Tripura, Manipur and Arun-

achal Pradesh 

 Madhya Pradesh had the largest forest cover of 77,522 sq km followed by Arunachal Pradesh (67,321 sq km) 

 15 States/UTs had above 33 percent of their geographical area under forest cover 

 Northeastern India region, which accounts for only 7.98% of India's geographical area accounts for nearly one 

fourth of its forest cover. However, compared to 2011 the region has witnessed a decrease of 627 square kilome-

ter of forest cover 

 India's mangrove cover witnessed a decrease of 34 sq km compared to 2011 report 

 

Union Environment and Forest Minister Prakash Javadekar after releasing the report said, "Forest conservation and 

afforestation cannot become mass movement if it doesn't people's movement." 

 

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-withstanding-huge-development-pressure-india-s-forest-grows-2000743 

Date Accessed: 9.7.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

Wheels of pollution 
(Soma Basu, Down to Earth, July 13, 2014) 

 

The campaign against lead-based products has failed to target one of the biggest sources of lead pollution— weights 

used for wheel balancing. The weights, which are put on tyres so that they do not vibrate, often fall off during driv-

ing. They then get crushed by cars and contaminate air and water bodies. 

 

Lead is a neurotoxin that causes brain damage and is most harmful to children and pregnant women. Over exposure 

to lead can cause serious ailments such as wrist drop, also known as radial nerve palsy, memory loss, reduced sperm 

count in men and miscarriage in women. 

 

There is no study on the amount of lead pollution caused by wheel balancing weights in the country. Calculations by 

Down To Earth indicate 7,250 tonnes of lead fall from tyres of passenger cars every year. The actual amount of lead 

pollution caused by the weights would be substantially higher because the weights are changed after every 5,000 km 

and are usually replaced every time a tyre gets punctured. 

 

According to head of hazardous waste division, Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) a lead-based wheel balanc-

ing weights is a serious environmental concern and we have been mulling over how to check it. Since CPCB cannot 

intervene in the manufacturing sector, so the issue must dealt at the point where the weight becomes waste, that is, 

when it falls off the vehicles. He adds that CPCB is working on a plan to deal with the issue and will soon write to 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  
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to the ministries concerned and also ask the automobile manufacturers to stop using lead weights. 
 

Lead-based weights can be replaced with zinc and steel, but most car manufacturers prefer lead because it is cheaper 

and convenient. C V Ganapathi Subramanian, managing director of Bharat Balancing Weights, says that except 

Europe, where lead-based balancing weights are banned, 80 per cent of the global market is ruled by lead weights. 

“Lead has high density, is highly malleable and cheap. While lead costs Rs.200 per kg, steel and zinc cost Rs.240-

250 per kg.” 
 

Some foreign automobile manufacturers, including Audi and Suzuki, are phasing out lea weights due to various en-

vironmental regulations in developed countries. As a result, some of the new vehicles launched in India now have 

either zinc or steel weights. The other challenge for India is that only a handful of companies manufacture zinc or 

steel weights. 
 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/wheels-pollution 

Date Accessed: 13.07.2014 

(Neha Singh)  

 
 

AGRICULTURE 

Promoting cultivation of minor millets to beat poverty 
(S Sundar, The Hindu, July 10, 2014) 
  

To tackle the economic backwardness among the farming community in rain-fed Kalligudi block, in Tamil Nadu, 

The Department of Agriculture has chosen to promote cultivation of minor millets for which the State Government 

has allotted Rs. 23 lakh under the fund. 
  
“Select farmers will be given training on improved farming technology on cultivation of Kuthiraivaali and Varagu 

on 300 acres in the block. They will also be given a subsidy of Rs. 2,000 each in the form of seeds, ploughing, fertil-

izers and pesticides,” said the Joint Director of Agriculture, A. Jeyasingh Gnanadurai. 

  

The article reports that farmers had given up cultivation of the minor millets due to poor returns in the past. A 

farmer noted that the “yield used to be only around 4 to 5 quintals an acre under the conventional method of cultiva-

tion. Traders used to buy the crops for Rs. 15 to 20 a kg... [Now] the officials have promised to provide machineries 

free of cost for post-harvest process of the millets. The grains that fetched us just Rs. 20 a kg will get us up to Rs. 70 

a kg if we cultivate Kuthiraivaali rice and varagu rice and provide them in packets.” 

  

Assistant Director of Agriculture, G.S.V. Amudan, further noted that the cluster will also be given rain guns for irri-

gating the crops with minimum water supply. Soil tests will be done at a nominal cost and right mixture and quantity 

of fertilizer suitable for the soil will be suggested so that farmers incur minimum expenditure on fertilizers. 

  

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/promoting-cultivation-of-minor-millets-to-beat-

poverty/article6195360.ece 

Date Accessed: 12.07.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
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Drought threat in Gujarat forces tribals to migrate 
(Vijaysinh Parmar, Times of India, July 10, 2014) 
  

With a looming spectre of drought over Saurashtra and crop failure, many tribals are forced to move in search of 

work. 

 

The article states that the agriculture in Saurashtra is dependent on tribals, mostly from the eastern belt of Gujarat. 

They cultivate the farms on contracts as they provide all labour work, while farmers provide seeds, fertilizers and 

other expenses...However, the crops have failed in most part of the region as rains delayed. 

 

It is estimated that there are close to 10 lakh tribals in Saurashtra, who have migrated for farming. 

 

The children in the families are the most affected due to migration as most of them have to drop out of schools 

  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/rajkot/Drought-threat-forces-tribals-to-migrate/articleshow/38118291.cms 

Date Accessed: 12.07.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese)   
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GENDER 

NCW pushes for greater political representation of women 

in Nagaland 
(The Telegraph, July 11, 2014) 

 

Building a case for increased participation of women in the decision making process of elected governments, the 

National Commission for Women (NCW) has asked the state government to implement Nagaland Municipal Act 

that reserves 33 per cent of seats for women in urban municipal and town councils. 

 

NCW chairperson, Mamta Sharma, stressed on the importance of a strong state commission for women that would 

exercise effective oversight over the government in terms of women’s rights. Secondly, greater political representa-

tion of women in the Legislative Assemblies is also identified as significant in order to enhance women’s rights. 

 

Although the Supreme Court judgement is yet to be passed on whether the demand for reservation is against the 

customary laws and tradition of the state, Sharma suggested that the state needs to internalise the process of emanci-

pation of women without judicial intervention and go ahead with the elections earmarking 33 per cent reservations 

for women. 

 

A resolution has already been passed in the state legislative assembly refuting the reservation. Strong opposition 

against reservation for women has acted as hurdle in conducting election for the municipal and town councils elec-

tions for the last four years. According to women activists, reservation would ensure women’s significant presence 

enabling them to act as a pressure group spearheading women’s issues from within the government.   

 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140711/jsp/northeast/story_18601217.jsp#.U79qM_mSw2M 

Date Accessed: 11.07.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 
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INDIA IN THE WORLD 

MDG Report 2014: India among worst performers in pov-

erty reduction, maternal death and sanitation 
(Moushumi Sharma, Down To Earth, July 9, 2014) 

 

According to the findings of the 2014 report on Millennium Development Goals by the United Nations, India’s per-

formance has been below the mark on the parameters of poverty, child mortality, maternal mortality and access to 

improved sanitation. It stated that in 2010, one-third of the world’s 1.2 billion extremely poor (32.9 per cent) lived 

in India alone which was worse than Nigeria and Bangladesh, where the poverty figures stood at 8.9 per cent and 5.3 

per cent respectively. 

 

India registered the highest number of under five deaths in the world in 2012 with 1.4 million children dying before 

the age of five. India’s performance is in stark contrast with many low-income countries like Bangladesh, Ethiopia, 

Malawi, Nepal, Niger, Rwanda, Uganda and the United Republic of Tanzania, where there have been notable reduc-

tions in the under-five mortality rate since 2000. 

 

India has set the Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) target of less than 109 deaths per 100,000 live births set for 2015. 

However, only three states—Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra- have succeeded in achieving this target.  

 

The report also highlighted that India has the world’s largest population of open defecators. According the National 

Sample Survey Office (NSSO) data released on December 2013, 59.4 per cent of the rural population resorted to 

open defecation. Moreover, 2011 Census figures revealed that 113 million rural houses did not have toilets.  

 

According to a recent study conducted by the Uttar Pradesh based Research Institute for Compassionate Economics, 

at least 30 per cent of the world’s population, which defecates in the open is concentrated in the five northern states 

of Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Rajasthan. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/mdg-report-2014-india-among-worst-performers-poverty-reduction-maternal

-death-and-sanitation 

Date Accessed: 11.07.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

UN widens its same-sex marriage policy to include all legally

-married staff 
(UN News Centre, July 8, 2014) 
 

This article highlights the decision of the United Nations to change the way of categorizing staff personal status, 

allowing more same-sex couples access to the same benefits enjoyed by their heterosexual counterparts. 

 

According to a major policy change, in effect since 26 June 2014, the UN will honour the marriage of any same-sex 

couple wed in a country where same-sex marriages are legal. Previously, a staff member’s personal status was deter-

mined by the laws of the country whose passport he or she carried. 

 

“Human rights are at the core of the mission of the United Nations,” Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said on July 7, 

2014 through a spokesperson. He added that he is “proud to stand for greater equality for all staff,” and called “on 

all members of the UN family to unite in rejecting homophobia.” 
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Mr. Ban did not consult UN Member States about the policy change. “The Secretary-General acted on his own au-

thority as the head of the management of the United Nations…” said the spokesperson. 

 

The UN chief has been an outspoken supporter of decriminalizing consensual same-sex relationships, and tackling 

violence against lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people. 

 

Same-sex relationships are considered illegal in 76 countries. Meanwhile, same-sex marriages are legal in at least 16 

countries with sub-national jurisdictions in at least two others, including the United States. 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48222#.U7zWH_mSyVI 

Date Accessed: 3.7.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 
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OPINIONS 

SOS Children’s Village will provide a home to orphaned 

children and a women who become mothers to them 
(Maggie Krueger and Lakshi Bhatia, The live Mint, July 12, 2014) 

 

On the outskirts of Delhi, on a side street lies a small colony called Greenfields were a community of unmarried 

women raising 10 non-biological children each, passionately fostering families. 

 

SOS Children’s Village is a non-profit, non-government organisation established to provide children orphaned by 

disaster and abandoned a new family. First established in 1964 at Greenfields by the international organisation’s 

founder Hermann Gmeiner, Children’s Village in India has now grown to 33 villages in 21 States, serving over 

6,500 children. Recently, the NGO secured a VO-2A CRISIL rating, indicating its “Strong Delivery Capability and 

High Financial Proficiency”, and making it the first NGO to undergo evaluation process especially designed for vol-

untary organisations by CRISIL. 

 

Rakesh Jinsi, secretary general of India’s National SOS Children’s Village says that one of the organisation’s main 

principles is that all children must have a mother, who initially is a ‘volunteer caregiver’ and has to go through a 

rigorous two-year process to be entitled with the job. Of all the interested women who go through training, which 

includes a year of classroom training and hands on-experience as well as a trial year as a village “aunt”, only 50 per 

cent of trainees finish the programme. For every four houses, a counsellor or co-worker is also provided for the 

mother and children to aid them in meeting any bonding challenges. However, the pool of interested women in such 

a committed ‘career’ as a mother is dwindling, Mr. Jinsi explains. 

 

The goal of the organization is for all children who leave the Village, whether by marriage or in search of job, to 

have one employable skill with certification, computer skills and a fluency in the English language. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/X2AB9BVYr3mlk5EEToUVXJ/Finance-minister-in-examining-issues-

concerning-merger-of-PS.html 

Date Accessed: 13.07.2014 

(Neha Singh) 
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