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Key Message  
 

 

Policy Watch is a key instrument of RGICS's vision and strategy.  

RGICS's core vision is opening up the Indian state to peoples' voice -- in its leg-

islative, executive and judicial functions.  

Elected representatives and political parties have a central responsibility in chan-

neling peoples' voice into the functioning of the State. In turn, this requires en-

hancing the knowledge and capacity of elected representatives and political par-

ties on State policy. 

Policy Watch informs elected representatives and other political leaders about 

key policy developments nationally and globally. This will enable them to inter-

vene in policy decision making and reflect people's voice.  

Produced by a dedicated and talented team of scholars at RGICS, led by our 

young RG-RALs, Policy Watch is a unique product that presents information and 

analysis about policy for a political audience.  Policy Watch has by now covered 

over a thousand policy issues. 

 

Team RGICS 
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Climate-smart development is key to economic growth: 

World Bank report 
Introduction 

 
Traditional views have always considered environmental and economic development approaches to be not comple-

mentary with each other.  A report released by the World Bank and ClimateWorks Foundation  titled ‘Climate-

Smart Development: Adding up the Benefits’ on June 2014, challenges this view. It argues that unlike the long-held 

conception of climate change oriented policies being detrimental to a nation’s economy, climate smart development 

can boost economic goals of increasing employment opportunities, stimulating growth and promoting competive-

ness. Simultaneously developmental policies can also help slowing the pace of adverse climate changes.  

 

Given the effect of air pollution on short-term as well as long-term climate changes along with other health hazards, 

the Wold Bank report focuses on the need to reduce emissions of air pollutants such as CO2 as well as other Short-

Lived Climate Pollutants (SLCP) like methane (CH4), ozone (O3), black carbon (BC), and some hydrofluorocar-

bons (HFCs). It stresses on the fact that SLCPs alone account for 30-40 percent of global warming phenomenon as 

witnessed today. The challenge that faces the world is to limit the annual rise in temperature below 40celcius in or-

der to provide time for the poor and vulnerable to adapt to a changing climate. The report, thus, concentrates on 

ways to reduce air pollution that will help limit and restrict the annual rise in global temperatures.  

 

The need to combat air pollution 

The discussion on air pollution becomes more pertinent today when the observations made by the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in a recent report titled ‘A changing climate creates pervasive risks but opportuni-

ties exist for effective responses’ published on March 2014  are noted. According to the report, there is a possibility 

of violent conflict over land, water or other resources, to which climate change might contribute indirectly “by exac-

erbating well-established drivers of these conflicts such as poverty and economic shocks.” The cost of these adverse 

affects acts as an undeniable burden on countries, especially the developing nations, with huge populations, limited 

resources and inadequate technological infrastructure to provide solutions. 

 

Officials across the world have consequently grown sensitive to the adverse effects of climate change in people’s 

lives and are seeking ways to address developmental challenges of the nation along with the global climate chal-

lenge of rising temperatures across the globe. The report therefore discusses climate mitigation polices in the United 

States, China, the European Union, India, Mexico and Brazil highlighting their multiple benefits in various sectors. 

It also builds a case for greater advocacy for combating climate change by listing out the socio-economic benefits 

like improved crop yield, enhanced energy security, healthier people and millions of lives said; all of which, as the 

report argues, spring from efforts aimed at reducing climate pollutants. 
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Source: ‘Climate-Smart Development: Adding up the Benefits’ 

 

The Indian Situation 

The burden of air pollution is much more acute on emerging nations like India and China, where the air quality is 

the poorest in the world. According to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) estimates, swift action 

to reduce emissions of SLCPs could avoid an estimated 2.4 million premature deaths from outdoor air pollution an-

nually by 2030 and about 32 million tons of crop losses per year.  
 

Another health study in 2013 had revealed that the condition is critical with regard to both indoor and outdoor air 

pollution n India. While outdoor air pollution is the fifth biggest threat to people’s lives, indoor air pollution is said 

to be the third most common cause of death in the country, most commonly due to fires caused by people cooking in 

their houses.  Outdoor pollution alone accounted for more than 600,000 premature deaths in the country, which is 

six times as many as in the year 2000. 

 

The country fared low even in a recent Environmental Performance Index study, where it was stated that it has the 

worst air pollution beating China, Pakistan, Nepal and Bangladesh. India ranks last on ambient air quality of all 170 

plus countries surveyed. 

 

According to the World Health Organization estimates, air pollution contributes to approximately 800,000 deaths 

and 4.6 million lost life years annually; and two thirds of the deaths and lost life years associated with air pollution 

on a global scale occur in Asia. 

 

Therefore, as part of the group of developing nations with a significant section of the population falling under the 

vulnerable group, India’s climate polices are crucial in order to ensure inclusive and sustainable development. This 

C o v e r  S t o r y  
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can help benefit the marginalised, who as the report highlights are the most vulnerable groups suffering the impact 

of adverse environmental changes. 

The report discusses four case studies based on World Bank–financed, sub-national development projects, scaled up 

to estimate their impacts at the national level in India, Brazil, China and Mexico that suggest ways to reduce emis-

sion of pollutants. The methods thus focused by the report through these case studies will be discussed with their 

relevance to India. Therefore apart from the Pimpri-Chinchwad bus rapid transit BRT project initiated by the World 

Bank in 2009 in three pilot cities in India, other similar projects in Brazil, China and Mexico are taken as pointers to 

similar challenges confronted by India in as much as the issues and problem these projects highlight like the grow-

ing need to improve waste management systems, biomass emission management and energy efficient buildings. 

 

Advocating cleaner transport systems 

Green House Gas (GHG) emissions from the transportation sector account for about 13 percent of global total out of 

which, emissions from road transport account for about 80 percent of total transport emissions.  

 

The World Bank report identifies this alarming situation as an opportunity for governments and the private sector to 

work jointly to reduce the carbon intensity of transportation. 

 

The following changes can be made in order to reduce air pollution: 

 Improving the fuel efficiency of internal combustion engine vehicles. 

 Shifting to hybrid and electric vehicles. 

 Transitioning to low-carbon fuels such as bio-ethanol for medium- and heavy-duty vehicles. 

 Increasing government investment in transport infrastructure to support the new vehicle types. 

 Shifting from cars to public transit (rail, bus, and BRT). 

 Shifting freight from trucks to trains (rubber to rail) and ships (rubber to sea). 

 

Benefits of switching to Cleaner Transport  

 Substantial fuel savings and reduced air-quality-related health hazards; 

 Reduced demand of oil would ease the burden on developing economies to import huge amounts of oil subject to 

increased global prices; 

 Increased time savings and lower fatalities from improved transport system will also accrue; 

 With reduced air-quality-related mortality around 20,000 lives per year can be saved, which is equivalent to $87 

billion (2010 dollars). India and China account for over 90 percent of the total amount. 

 

India and China account for over 90 percent of the total. Results of the case study are summarized below. 

 

 

 Source: ‘Climate-Smart Development: Adding up the Benefits’ 
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According to a 2013 report studying urban air pollution trend in India in 2013 published by the Interna-

tional Journal of Innovative Research in Science, Engineering and Technology (IJIRSET), the air quality 

in urban cities in India is poor due to high emissions of Suspended Particulate Matter (SPM). Some of the 

factors causing air pollution are increased number of automobiles due to fast growing population, poor 

traffic control and congested roads. Consequently, urban city planning as well as public awareness aimed 

at facilitating behavioural changes with regard to transportation modes, i.e. switching from private to pub-

lic transport, plays an important role in the effort to reduce the ambient air pollution. Various measures 

such as implementation of Bharat Stage-III norms have been strictly implemented to mitigate ambient 

Respirable Suspended Particulate Matter (RSPM) which have been shown exponential increase in number 

of vehicles. 

 

Need for switching to clean cooking solutions 

In India, biomass such as fuelwood, charcoal, agricultural waste and animal dung is used as the primary 

cooking fuel in 58.68 per cent households. Overall, three-fourth rural households and one-fourth urban 

households rely on biomass cooking fuel, which has a harmful impact on health. 

 

Traditional fuels have been considered to be thermally inefficient as a substantial amount of fuel carbon is 

lost to incomplete combustion, which in turn leads to higher global warming contribution per meal. Apart 

from causing health hazards, time losses in the process of accumulation of fuel also has an adverse effect 

on the daily lives of women as well as children, who are mostly responsible for the accumulation task. 

These missed opportunities, consequently limit their livelihood prospects. 

 

However, development of improved cook stoves needs to focus beyond efforts aimed at saving fuel and 

reducing Indoor Air Pollution (IAP). An expanded dissemination of biogas digesters to substitute the di-

rect use of dung for cooking along with development of improved stoves that save fuel, reduce indoor air 

pollution and achieve lower Global Warming Commitment (GWC) presents a more holistic approach. 

The setting up of biogas digesters enables the delivery of integrated rural energy services with multiple 

benefits. For example, electricity generated from biogas can meet lighting, drinking water, and irrigation 

pumping requirements. Other benefits are improved sanitation and use of sludge as a fertilizer. 

The Government of India (GoI) has taken several steps to improve the energy consumption trend in the 

country by undertaking policy changes and programmes like the National Project on Biogas Development 

(NPBD), National Programme on Improved Chulhas (NPIC), and Rajiv Gandhi Gramin LPG Vitrak Yo-

jana (RGLVY). It has also incentivised the use of alternate energy sources by providing tax credits and 

subsidies. 

 

Improvement in Waste management system 

The process of waste management that involves waste production or generation, collection, transportation 

and finally is its disposal can be designed in a way so as to control the impact the process has on air pollu-

tion. For example, solid waste, when disposed off in open dumps or in inefficient landfills, it leads to the 

emission of release of GHGs as well as methane.  

 

Therefore, the more efforts are focused upstream, the bigger the reductions that can be realized. For ex-

ample, the report highlights as to how incentive plans to reduce waste generation and increase source 

separation can yield two types of SLCP reductions: 

 

 They directly reduce the amount of methane produced in a landfill (and other GHGs downstream in 

the value chain);  

 They prevent other sources of SLCP (and GHG) emissions by displacing fertilizers for agriculture and 

natural gas for electricity.  
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Among other hazards caused due to improper waste management are ground water and surface water con-

tamination, erosion and stability problems relating to slopes of the waste dump, increased threat of epi-

demics through stray animals and increased acidity of surrounding soil. 

 

Need to work towards energy efficient buildings 

Due to existing gaps between the demand and supply of energy, many buildings in India use backup gen-

erators that operate on diesel leading to high carbon monoxide emissions. Energy efficiency eliminates 

the need for new power plant construction, cuts global warming pollution and saves money for consumers 

and businesses. The overall share of the commercial sector in India’s electricity consumption is 6.5 per-

cent, growing at a rate of 11 percent to 12 percent over the last few years. 

One of the examples in which inefficient building degrades air quality is that of coal mines emitting 

methane because of their ventilation mechanism, which is aimed at enabling fresh air to enter the mines 

and let methane out. This ventilation air methane is the largest source of methane from coal mines. The 

concentration is too low to be sold as natural gas, but ventilation air methane can be oxidized to produce 

heat and electricity. 

 

According to a 2012 National Resources Defence Council (NSDC) report- ‘Constructing Change: Accel-

erating Energy Efficiency in India’s Buildings Market’- India’s modern offices can use more than twice 

the amount of energy of their international counterparts. While the Energy Performance Index (EPI) of 

Indian buildings ranges from 200 to 400 kilowatt hour per square meter per year (kWh/sq m/year), the 

EPI for similar buildings in developed countries is less than kilowatt hour per square meter per year. The 

use of central heating or cooling and hours of operation have a significant impact on the EPI. For build-

ings that do not use central heating or cooling, the EPI is closer to 200 kWh/sq m/ year. As far as new 

high-end commercial buildings with 24-hour daily use patterns are concerned, the EPI can be as high as 

400 kWh/sq m/year. 

 

Consequently, the World Bank report also lays stress on the fact that a majority of the impact achieved by 

saving 22,000 lives due to reduced to lower air-pollution-related mortality because of improved energy 

efficiency lies in India. 

 

Conclusion and Way forward 

By using a systems approach to analyze policies and projects, this work illustrates ways to capitalize on 

synergies between efforts to reduce emissions and spur development, minimize costs, and maximise so-

cietal benefits.  

The holistic framework adopted by the report for analysing the multiple social and economic benefits of 

reduced emissions of several pollutants builds a stronger case for coordinated climate and development 

action. By doing so, the report shows that national and international policymakers, finance organizations, 

and others can strengthen their estimation of the multiple benefits of such policies and projects.  

 

However, despite presenting an alternative mechanism to quantify and analyse benefits resulting from 

emission reduction efforts, the framework presented in the report has certain limitations like:  

 

 The framework uses a patchwork of tools that were not designed to seamlessly integrate with one an-

other;  

 It does not account for behavioural issues, such as modal choice in public transit; and 

 It does not explicitly account for the costs of the climate change impacts of these emissions.  

 

The report identifies the following ways to strengthen the framework: 

 Further benefits assessments based on more comprehensive emissions data. 

 Macroeconomic analysis to reflect the benefits of green versus non-green investment options. 

C o v e r  S t o r y  
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 Better assessment of tradeoffs, such as between higher costs and productivity gains. 

 Better assessment of risks to avoid locking-in development on the wrong path. 

 Inclusion of welfare gains and other non-quantifiable benefits (such as equity and inclusion) in macro-

economic analysis. 

 

Making the framework functional at the sub-national project level faces additional challenges. This is be-

cause not all these benefits are quantifiable, a hybrid approach may be needed. These challenges can be 

overcome if sub-national project teams start testing this framework in partnership with local counterparts 

to refine it. Finally, the preparation of this report included consultative workshops in China and India 

where the demand for such a framework was strongly articulated by local policy makers and other stake-

holders. The consultations identified the need for decision makers at the national and sub-national level to 

be sensitized to the idea of a framework that can help quantify multiple benefits so that they can consider 

using it as part of their economic rationale for policies and projects. 

 

Consequently, much like other developing nations India is likely to reap a majority of the benefits from 

reduction of air pollutants such as background ozone, Green House Gases (GHG), methane and carbon 

dioxide due to their large populations and agricultural sectors. 

 

 

Prepared by: 

Pallavi Ghosh 

 

References: 

 
1. Justin Gillis, Panel’s Warning on Climate Risk: Worst Is Yet to Come, March 31, 2014 at http://

www.nytimes.com/2014/04/01/science/earth/climate.html?_r=0# 
2. Lara Clark, Air Pollution in India Hits New Record High, February 23 2014 at http://guardianlv.com/2014/02/air

-pollution-in-india-hits-new-record-high/ 
3. Bindu Shajan Perappadan, Delhi has the worst air quality across India, March 31, 2014 
4. at http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/delhi-has-the-worst-air-quality-across-india/

article5853706.ece 
5. Sateesh.N. Hosamane & Dr.G.P.Desai, URBAN AIR POLLUTION TREND IN INDIA - PRESENT SCENARIO, Interna-

tional Journal of Innovative Research in Science, Engineering and Technology, Volume 2, Issue 8 August 2013. 
6. Mihika Basu, CO2 emission by urban households 16 times more than rural ones: Report, April 11, 2014 
7. at http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/co2-emission-by-urban-households-16-times-more-than-

rural-ones-report/  
8. Sohail Ahmad, Tackling the Switch from Traditional Cooking Fuels in Indian Slums, March 3, 2013 at http://

ourworld.unu.edu/en/tackling-the-switch-from-traditional-cooking-fuels-in-indian-slums 
9. Debyani Ghosh, Climate Change Interventions to Promote Biomass Energy in India at http://www.devalt.org/

newsletter/oct04/of_1.htm 
10. UNICEF & TERI, Call for Change: Catalysing a Cleaner Future, November, 2011 at http://www.unicef.org/india/

Policy_Brief_4-Policies_and_directions.pdf 

11. Peter Lehner, India's Next Big Energy Source: Energy-Efficient Buildings, May 29,2013 at http://

switchboard.nrdc.org/blogs/plehner/indias_next_big_energy_source.html  

C o v e r  S t o r y  

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/01/science/earth/climate.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/01/science/earth/climate.html?_r=0
http://guardianlv.com/2014/02/air-pollution-in-india-hits-new-record-high/
http://guardianlv.com/2014/02/air-pollution-in-india-hits-new-record-high/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/delhi-has-the-worst-air-quality-across-india/article5853706.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/delhi-has-the-worst-air-quality-across-india/article5853706.ece
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/co2-emission-by-urban-households-16-times-more-than-rural-ones-report/
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/co2-emission-by-urban-households-16-times-more-than-rural-ones-report/
http://ourworld.unu.edu/en/tackling-the-switch-from-traditional-cooking-fuels-in-indian-slums
http://ourworld.unu.edu/en/tackling-the-switch-from-traditional-cooking-fuels-in-indian-slums
http://www.devalt.org/newsletter/oct04/of_1.htm
http://www.devalt.org/newsletter/oct04/of_1.htm
http://www.unicef.org/india/Policy_Brief_4-Policies_and_directions.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/india/Policy_Brief_4-Policies_and_directions.pdf
http://switchboard.nrdc.org/blogs/plehner/indias_next_big_energy_source.html
http://switchboard.nrdc.org/blogs/plehner/indias_next_big_energy_source.html


 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 2 . 4 4  P a g e  1 0  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

 

Glossary of key words for Cover Story 
Short-Lived Climate Pollutants (SLCP): Substances such as methane, black carbon, tropospheric ozone, and 

some hydrofluorocarbons that have a significant impact on near-term 

climate change and a relatively short lifespan in the atmosphere com-

pared to carbon dioxide and other longer-lived gases. 

 

Methane (CH4): A greenhouse gas that only lasts an average of 12 years in the atmos-

phere; it is an extremely powerful warmer during that period. One 

molecule of methane warms about 25 times more than CO2 over 100 

years (and 72 times as much over 20 years) 

 

Ozone (O3): A greenhouse gas that only lasts an average of 12 years in the atmos-

phere; it is an extremely powerful warmer during that period. One 

molecule of methane warms about 25 times more than CO2 over 100 

years (and 72 times as much over 20 years) 

 

Black Carbon (BC):  A small, dark particle that warms the earth’s climate. Although it is a 

particle rather than a greenhouse gas, it is the second-largest climate 

warmer after carbon dioxide. Unlike carbon dioxide, black carbon is 

quickly washed out and can be eliminated from the atmosphere if emis-

sions stop. Reductions would also improve human health. 

 

Hydrofluorocarbons (HFC): Chemical replacements for ozone depleting substances being phased 

out by the Montreal Protocol. These substances are used in heating and 

cooling systems and as aerosols. Although less damaging to the ozone 

layer than what they replace, they can have very large global warming 

potentials. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acronyms and Abbreviations 
BRT  Bus Rapid Transit 

EPI  Environmental Performance Index 

GHG   Greenhouse Gas 

GoI  Government of India 

GWC   Global Warming Commitment 

IAP   Indoor Air Pollution 

IJIRSET International Journal of Innovative Research in Science, Engineering and Technology 

IPCC  Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

NPBD   National Project on Biogas Development  

NPIC  National Programme on Improved Chulhas 

NSDC  National Resources Defence Council 

RGLVY Rajiv Gandhi Gramin LPG Vitrak Yojana 

RSPM   Respirable suspended particulate matter 

SPM   Suspended Particulate Matter 

UNEP  United Nations Environment Programme  
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Improving public health should be a priority for the health 

minister 
(Saptarishi Dutta, Quartz, June 26, 2014) 

  

The article sheds light on the need of prioritising overall public health system in India by the new government. The 

Union health minister, Mr. Harsh Vardhan, recently commented on the importance of imparting “a healthy sexual 

relationship” as an effective way to battle AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases. He also stated on his per-

sonal website that the “so-called sex education” in schools should be banned. Despite a string of clarifications by the 

health minister, his stand has been criticised by many stakeholders in the issue and termed as “regressive” in spirit. 

Amidst the controversy, the critical issue which seems to be missed is that of poor health indicators in India. Public 

health systems in India require effective government intervention on various fronts. Most notably, it is suggested 

that Indian government should increase the spending on public healthcare system which presently is lower than 

many middle income nations. 

  

The article highlights important areas related to public health that demand policy action. These are as follows: 

1. Improve life expectancy: Presently, India’s life expectancy at birth is 66 years, much lower than its BRICS 

counterparts (except South Africa), according to the World Bank. Brazil has a life expectancy of 74 years, China has 

75 years, and Russia has 70 years. 

2. Fighting malnutrition: It is cited that “India will lose its so-called demographic dividend because of malnutri-

tion.”The reasons for high malnutrition rates in children are found to be shortage and poor of food, inadequate care 

for the child and pregnant mother as well as hygiene practices, according to UNICEF. It is stated that 48% children 

under five years of age are stunted and the problem is worse in rural India. 

3. Reducing maternal and infant mortality: According to a WHO report, 50,000 women died during childbirth in 

India, highest in the world. According to official records, Infant mortality in India is at 42 per 1000 live births.  

 

Figure: Infant Mortality Rate of India compared to selected nations: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Figure: Maternal Mortality Rate of India compared to selected nations  
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4. Awareness about vaccination programs: India’s performance is relatively poor in terms of diseases that can be 

prevented with vaccination programs. Due to lack of awareness and inability to access such vaccination programs, 

diseases like cervical cancer and Tuberculosis have become leading causes of health problems in India. 

5. Poor healthcare services in rural India: A study by IMS Institute of Healthcare Informatics in 2013 notes: 

“Physical reach of any healthcare facility (private or public) is a challenge in rural areas.” Additionally, it was stated 

that people have to travel for more than 5 kilometres for treatment leading to delayed medication. The shortage of 

doctors in rural areas further adds to the problem. 

6. Spend more money on healthcare:  According to statistics available on World Bank’s website, India’s total 

healthcare spending accounts for only 4% of its GDP. This is lower than the global average spending on health care 

(i.e. 10.2%). In fact, India’s spending on healthcare is 0.6 percentage points lower than the average of lower middle 

income countries. The cut in healthcare spending in the interim budget announced by the former government under 

UPA was heavily criticised. 
 

Figure: Comparison of India’s healthcare speeding with the selected nations: 
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India’s rainfall patterns changing drastically: Stanford  

scientists 
(Anushka Kaushik, Down to Earth, June 27, 2014) 
 

According to a study conducted by Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment, the Stanford University's hub of 

environment research and published in the latest issue of Nature Climate Change, Indian monsoon is witnessing 

disturbing changes and there has been a decline in the average total seasonal rain during the period 1980-2011. After 

studying trends of monsoon rains over 60 years, the researchers have warned of extreme weather conditions in fu-

ture. They have also found that there is substantial variability within the monsoon season, including fluctuations 

between periods of heavy rainfall (wet spells) and low rainfall (dry spells). 
 

“Changes in atmospheric conditions have led to such higher frequency of dry spells and increasing intensity of wet 

spells, notes the study, which defines wet and dry spells as three or more consecutive days of extremely high or low 

rainfall. Such extreme weather events are increasing the risk of drought and flood in central India.” 

 

Given that India is completely dependent on the monsoon for agriculture and agriculture being the source of em-

ployment, studying the varying patterns of rainfall is vital for the stability of Indian agriculture. The future policies 

need to keep in the mind the impact of such climate change to sustain agricultural productivity. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/india-s-rainfall-patterns-changing-drastically-say-stanford-scientists 
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Top five private Indian firms add fewest employees in three 

years 
(Arundhati Ramanathan, Live Mint, June 26, 2014) 
 

The top-five private companies by market capitalization added 578,804 employees in the year ended 31 March, the 

fewest in 3 years, as companies focused on improving productivity of its existing employees amid a slowdown in 

the economy. 
 

“Tata Consultancy Services Ltd (TCS), Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL), ITC Ltd, HDFC Bank Ltd and Infosys Ltd, 

saw their combined headcount rise 5% from the previous year, according to data collated from the annual reports of 

each of the companies. A bulk of the increase came from the two IT giants, with TCS seeing its employee count rise 

by 9% and Infosys seeing a 2.4% growth in the headcount.” 
 

Data from the five companies reflect a broader trend in the economy, where job generation remained largely stag-

nant in 2013. According to a study by the Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India, 550,000 new 

jobs were generated across India in 2013, compared to the 552,000 new jobs created a year ago. Companies were 

focused on retention and productivity enhancement. 
 

Even for the IT companies, which are among the largest white collar job generators in the country, the rate of em-

ployee addition has slowed over the last three years. IT sector along with many other sectors are reducing their reli-

ance on employee addition for generating revenues. Along with headcount, the increase in salaries and wages re-

ported by the top five companies cumulatively was also the lowest in three years, although it was in line with profit 

performance. Even so, absolute salary hikes in India remain among the highest in the world due to high inflation in 

the country. 
 

http://www.livemint.com/Companies/dJCYAmLt36z8INcw4FT6eK/Top-five-private-firms-add-fewest-employees-

in-three-years.html?utm_source=copy 

Date Accessed: 30.06.2014 

(Neha Singh) 

 

Reservoir levels in nine States lower than last year 
(Gargi Parsai, The Hindu, 30 June, 2014) 

 

Due to the inadequate rainfall, the water levels in the major reservoirs in different parts of the country, par-

ticularly in the Western and Southern region are low which may impact availability of drinking water. 

 

Already an average 40 per cent deficiency in monsoon has impacted kharif sowing for paddy and cotton and farmers 

are preparing to fall back upon contingency plans to grow alternative crops and fodder. According to the govern-

ment, the average storage in the 85 major reservoirs monitored by the Central Water Commission is better than last 

year, but the position in some of the States individually needs to be watched. These states include Himachal 

Pradesh, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Tripura, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Uttarakhand, Karnataka and Kerala. 

 

As per official data released by the government, the average storage in the 85 reservoirs on June 26 was 38,022 bil-

lion cubic metres which is 25 per cent of their total capacity. This is 102 per cent of the water level in the corre-

sponding period last year and 131 per cent of the average storage in the last 10 years. 

 

States which have better water levels in the reservoirs than in the corresponding period last year are Punjab, Rajast-

han, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Tamil Nadu. However, the monsoon may continue 

to skip parts of Western region including Gujarat and Maharashtra during the above period. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/reservoir-levels-in-nine-states-lower-than-last-year/

article6161302.ece 

Date Accessed: 30.06.2014 

(Neha Singh) 
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RBI allows banks to appoint NBFCs as biz correspondents 
(Business Standard, June 25, 2014) 

 

The Reserve Bank has allowed commercial banks to appoint non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) as business 

correspondents (BCs) to accelerate financial inclusion. Non-deposit-taking NBFCs will be the only ones eligible to 

act as banks’ BCs, RBI said. The rule which made it compulsory for banks to attach each outlet and sub-agent of a 

BC to a specific branch has been relaxed. 

 

These steps have been taken following the recommendations made by a committee headed by RBI board member 

Nachiket Mor. The committee suggested steps to accelerate flow of credit to those at the bottom of the pyramid and 

enlarge catchment areas of BCs. 

 

RBI said the board-approved policy for engaging with BCs should factor in the objectives of adequate oversight and 

services to customers. Also, banks will have to ensure bank funds shouldn’t commingle with those of the banking 

correspondent NBFC. RBI also said, bank and NBFCs (acting as BCs) should have a specific contractual arrange-

ment to ensure all possible conflicts of interest were adequately taken care of. Further it said, banks could continue 

to take steps to address possible risks to reputation arising out of the appointment and functioning of BCs. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/finance/rbi-allows-banks-to-appoint-nbfcs-as-biz-correspondents-

114062400976_1.html 

Date Accessed: 25.6.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 
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POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE  

Redistribution policies can improve growth and make soci-

ety more equal, says IMF 
(Matthew O'Brien, The Atlantic, March 5, 2014) 
  

A recent paper by the International Monetary Fund has rejected the conventional belief that inequality is 

bound to rise in growing economies. The paper concludes that “countries which spread their wealth around grow 

more and grow longer than countries that don’t.” It is usually stated that redistribution policies (that reduce income 

inequality) like progressive taxation on corporate/ rich would deter capital inflows and investment in the nation, 

thereby hindering economic growth. On the contrary, inequality can be reduced in growing countries by effective 

policy action directed by the “right political choice”, as the paper states. In this regard, redistribution policies and 

welfare agenda of the state can go along in addressing the issue of growing income inequality in India too. In fact, 

the paper analyses empirical data which proves that “redistribution might increase growth” along with mak-

ing society more equal. 
  

The paper’s methodology centres around two questions, (a) how much redistribution helps growth by reducing ine-

quality; and (b) how much it hurts growth by reducing work incentives. Contradicting the myth about “trade-off 

between equality and growth, the paper states that “redistribution might actually increase growth”. Some important 

conclusions of the paper are as follows: 
  
1.  If two countries have the same amount of redistribution, the one with more inequality will tend to grow less. 

2. If two countries have the same amount of inequality, the one with higher redistribution policies will not grow 

at a lesser rate. 

3. The more inequality there is, the greater the chance that growth will have short duration.   
  

http://qz.com/183843/the-idea-that-any-country-needs-inequality-is-bunk-its-a-political-choice/ 

Date Accessed: 28.06.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 
 

DEVELOPMENT 

Villages along Ganga to get sanitation facilities 
(Neetu Chandra Sharma, India Today, June 27, 2014) 
 

Citizens who reside in villages along the river Ganga will soon have access to individual household toilets and com-

munity sanitary complexes. The toilets will be built by states through which the river flows under the plan lead by 

the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation to dissuade people from defecating on the riversides. 
 

Defecation is causing high pollution to river Ganga and because of this, the quality of drinking water to the towns 

and villages, which is being sourced from the river, is getting polluted and ruined. “The Ministry stated that the indi-

vidual and community toilets built in villages on both sides of the river should be frequently reported to the Centre 

on the 1st and 16th of every month, giving the names of villages and numbers of toilets sanctioned or constructed.” 

 

According to doctors, the intake of fruits and vegetables grown in contaminated water can cause health problems 

like vomiting, diarrhea, gastroenteritis, blood infection, dehydration, urinary infection and kidney dysfunction. River 

Ganga is India's largest river and it gives water to about 40 per cent of India's population in 11 states, an estimated 

of 500 million people or more. 

 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/villages-along-ganga-to-get-real-sanitation/1/368755.html 

Date Accessed: 27.06.2014 

(Anjana John) 
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SECURITY 

India to open civilian nuclear programme to greater scrutiny 
(Douglas Busvine, Reuters, June 24, 2014) 
 

This article highlights the decision of the central government to ratify an agreement with the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA) to expand oversight of its civilian nuclear programme. The agreement known as the Addi-

tional Protocol was signed by India earlier this year. Ratification is a key step towards separating civilian and mili-

tary nuclear operations, and could help unlock tens of billions of dollars in U.S.-led investment in new nuclear gen-

eration capacity. 
 

"I can confirm that we are ratifying the Additional Protocol to the IAEA Safeguards Agreement," said Syed Akba-

ruddin, spokesman for the Ministry of External Affairs. He added that the move signals India's commitment "to the 

responsible use of nuclear power". 
 

"This action marks another important step in bringing India into the international nonproliferation mainstream," a 

spokeswoman for the U.S. State Department said. 
 

Critics of the IAEA pact say it fails to allay concerns that India could get its foot in the door of a club of countries 

that trade in nuclear materials, without first signing the Non-Proliferation Treaty, which seeks to curb the spread of 

nuclear weapons. 
 

http://in.reuters.com/article/2014/06/23/uk-india-nuclear-idINKBN0EY14O20140623 

Date Accessed: 25.6.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 
 

Meghalaya Govt. to examine need for declaring Garo Hills 

as ‘disturbed area’  
(Meghalaya Times, June 26, 2014) 
 

Chief Minister Dr. Mukul Sangma informed “that the government will examine the need to declare certain areas in 

the five districts of Garo Hills as disturbed areas.” Dr. Sangma reported that all five districts of Garo Hills region 

including some parts of West Khasi Hills region and South West Khasi Hills District are among mostly affected by 

militancy activities. Expressing his unwillingness to immediately delve into the issue, Dr. Sangma, while briefing 

the press after a Cabinet Meeting said that “all those aspects will be jointly examined by all concerned so far, we are 

not ruling out anything on the matter, as of now we will not talk about that but we will look into those aspects.” 
 

He added that that militancy is a common problem for the seven sister states of the North East region, and it requires 

to be addressed by all concerned including all the state governments of the North East in tandem with Government 

of India.  Further, elaborating on the complexity of the problem of militancy in region, he said, “On a number of 

occasions we have seen that the mother of all insurgency outfits such as NSCN, ULFA, NDFB’s anti - talk faction 

are facilitating the mushrooming of many militant outfits, even as he reiterated that this information is available with 

the state governments concerned including Assam and the Centre. As such, according to Dr. Sangma if the states of 

the North East region are combating militancy in isolation, it will be of no help as it has been witnessed how the 

mushrooming of militant outfits takes place.” 
 

http://www.meghalayatimes.info/index.php/front-page/25698-meghalaya-govt-to-examine-need-for-declaring-garo-

hills-as-disturbed-area 

Date Accessed: 29.06.2014 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
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EDUCATION 

No toilets for girls in one-fifth of India’s schools, enrolment 

on decline 
(Down to Earth, June 24, 2014) 
  
A new report titled Elementary Education in India released by the Ministry of Human Resource Development has 

observed that “About 20 per cent schools in India still lack toilet facilities for girls,” it has also highlighted that en-

rolment of girls has come down from 48.36 % in the last year to 48.20 % this year. 

 

Moreover, while “94.45 per cent schools in the country have toilet facilities, only 92.64 per cent of these toilets are 

functional.” 
 

The report has also highlighted another concern. The schools providing midday meals have gone down from 94.83 

% to 88.60 % in 2013-2014. Although the numbers of schools have increased considerably they have not been able 

to incorporate the scheme due to long procedures and financial constraints. 

 

Vinay Kantha, a Patna-based educationalist, has argued that that this decline could also be because of the Chapra 

tragedy. 
 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/no-toilets-girls-one-fifth-india-s-schools-enrolment-decline 

Date Accessed: 26.06.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
 

India has over one million out-of –school children, UN  

report says 
(M Ramya, Times of India, June 27, 2014) 

 

According to a policy paper, jointly released by the UNESCO Institute for Statistics and the Education For All 

Global Monitoring Report, India has more than one million out-of-school children. India is accompanied by coun-

tries like Indonesia, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan and Sudan. As a result, global progress towards universal primary edu-

cation by 2015 has been halted. The report shows that, as of 2011, India has 1.4 million out-of-school children. 

Pakistan had 5.4 million children out of school in 2012 while the figure for Indonesia was 1.3 million. 

 

The good news is that India is among the 17 nations which have managed to reduce the number of out-of-school 

children in the past decade. The UNESCO’s policy paper said that positive change is possible, spotlighting success 

in 17 countries that have reversed that trend over the past decade. The 17 countries, including Burundi, Yemen, 

Ghana, Nepal, Rwanda, India, Iran and Vietnam, accounted for about one-quarter of the global out-of-school popu-

lation in 2000. But they managed to reduce their out-of-school numbers by 86 per cent, from 27 million to less than 

four million, in little over a decade. 
 

One of the critical issues brought to the fore by the report is children dropping out of school. The report has empha-

sized that universal primary education should go beyond simply enrolling children in school. There has been pro-

gress in terms of enrolment rates but since a huge number of children drop out of school in the early stages, the edu-

cation level remains stagnant. The report has urged the nations to therefore focus on increasing completion rates 

rather than enrolment rates. 
 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-has-over-one-million-out-of-school-children-UN-report-says/

articleshow/37322872.cms 

Date Accessed: 29.06.2014 

(Simi Sunny) 
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HEALTH 

Centre to launch encephalitis immunization campaign in  

Bihar 
(Bihar Times, June 21, 2014) 

 

The central government has decided to provide help to Bihar in controlling a suspected encephalitis outbreak which 

has claimed the lives of more than 130 children until now. The health minister Harsh Vardhan has advised the con-

cerned health officials, including doctors, to give the affected children proper treatment. 
 

The central government will launch a campaign to guarantee 100 percent immunization of children in states affected 

by the encephalitis outburst. Malnourished and poverty-stricken children are more prone to this disease. The disease 

was earlier limited to Muzaffarpur but has now spread to Vaishali, Samastipur, Sheohar, East Champaran, Si-

tamarhi, Begusarai, Bhagalpur and Gaya districts of Bihar. According to doctors, the Acute Encephalitis Syndrome 

(AES) is a severe case of encephalitis characterised by inflammation of the brain, transmitted by mosquitoes causing 

high fever. 
 

http://www.bihartimes.in/Newsbihar/2014/June/newsbihar22June1.html 

Date Accessed: 25.06.2014 

(Anjana John) 
 

Open Defecation Remains Rampant in rural India despite 

Having Toilet facilities 
(Kundan Pandey, Down To Earth, June 26, 2014) 
 

While the government is making efforts to discourage open defecation in India, a recent study conducted by a group 

of researchers from the Research Institute for Compassionate Economics (RICE) indicates that the persistence of the 

practice is dependent of the unchanging sanitation preferences of people. The survey included 3,235 rural house-

holds Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, where 30 per cent of the people in the world, 

who defecate in open, live. 
 

Despite having a functional latrine, researchers found 40 per cent of the surveyed households had at least one mem-

ber who defecated in the open. According to the villagers, open defection was more preferable because they felt it 

was more comfortable and convenient. 
 

Although the government has been running awareness programmes to promote the use of latrines, awareness levels 

amongst villagers was low. As per the study’s findings a mere 31 per cent of total respondents said that they had 

seen a poster, painting, pamphlet, street play or a film about the use of latrines; and only 16 per cent respondents had 

heard of village-level meetings on sanitation. 
 

According to the researchers, large-scale awareness campaigns are the need of the hour in order to create the de-

mand for using latrines amidst people. India has been consistently topping the chart for open defecation with as 

many as 70 per cent of Indians in rural areas defecating in the open, according to United Nations International Chil-

dren Emergency Fund (UNICEF). 
 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/people-rural-about-40-rural-households-five-states-prefer-defecate-open 

Date Accessed: 27.06.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 
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ENERGY 

Consumer attitudes changing toward renewable energy 

sources: Survey 
(The Economic Times, June 12, 2014) 
 

A new survey, 'India Consumer Perceptions on Renewable Energy Survey' conducted by Mercom Communications 

India has found that consumer demand for renewable energy, particularly solar energy, is on the rise in India. This 

reflects on a favourable change in consumer’s preferences and brightens future prospects for renewable energy in 

India. Solar energy has emerged as the most recognised source of renewable energy. Given the rising account of 

power cuts many metropolitan cities have faced this year, such alternative sources of power generation become very 

important.  However, the survey found low level of information amongst respondents regarding the purpose and 

importance of buying products with “Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE labels)”. Products with such label, issued 

by BEE, consume lesser power as well as reduce electricity bills of the consumers. 
 

The survey covered a total of 1700 respondents. For the purpose of the survey, consumers were divided into two 

categories- residential respondents and commercial respondents.  The survey tested the level of information amongst 

general public on the issue of unconventional sources of energy and tried to assess the preferences of consumers.  It 

concluded that “nearly half of residential as well as commercial customers believe it is very important for India to 

develop and generate more solar power”. 71 per cent of commercial respondents and 65 per cent of residential re-

spondents considered solar power to be an extremely important source of power. However, information regarding 

Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE label) products and their benefits seemed to be inadequate as only 59 per cent 

commercial respondents and 21 per cent of residential respondents were familiar with it. 
  
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/energy/power/consumer-attitudes-changing-toward-renewable-energy

-sources-survey/articleshow/36445620.cms 

Date Accessed: 29.06.2014 

(Mahima Malik)  

TECHNOLOGY 

Android application to help victims of road accidents 

launched in Kerala 
(The New Indian Express, June 25, 2014) 
 

Food and Civil Supplies Minister launched a Vehicle Crash Emergency Notification System (VCENS) to help acci-

dent victims in Kerala. It is a product of ‘Immneos Technologies’, a start-up company situated in Kochi. The appli-

cation is a vehicle-tracking and instant accident notification system which can be used on any vehicle. It informs 

relatives, friends or any authority that can provide help immediately after a vehicle meets with an accident. The 

VCENS gets automatically activated when an accident occurs. It sends an emergency message with the vehicle's 

location pin-pointed via GPS to the nearest emergency services. The android application will show the location of 

the vehicle on the map in phone and other details including location, speed and time would be conveyed via SMS. 

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/Android-Application-to-Help-Victims-of-Road-Accidents-

Launched/2014/06/25/article2298896.ece 

Date Accessed: 25.06.2014 

(Anjana John) 
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India setting up world's second-largest gamma ray telescope 
(Domain b.com, June 28, 2014)     

                                                                  

India is building the world's second-largest gamma ray telescope, which will be installed in Hanle region in Ladakh, 

to “help scientists gain knowledge on the origin of the universe.” The “Major Atmospheric Cherenkov Experiment 

(MACE) Telescope” is being built at Electronics Corporation of India Ltd (ECIL), a state owned enterprise in Hy-

derabad. The estimated cost of the project is Rs45 crores. MACE is expected to become fully operational by early of 

2016 and will be a major help in refining understanding of fundamental physics and particle acceleration mecha-

nisms for gamma-ray generation. 

 

Presently, there are four gamma ray telescopes in the world, and MACE is touted to be the second largest. The larg-

est such telescope built by a consortium of European countries is currently in Namibia. The other two gamma ray 

telescopes are located in Spain and the US. In order to develop the layout of MACE, more than 25 engineers from 

ECIL along with several divisions of Bhabha Atomic Research Centre worked over a period of four years.  Mean-

while, astrophysicists in Russia have also begun the construction of the world's largest gamma-ray telescope “Tunka

-HiSCORE”. 

 

http://domain-b.com/technology/20140628_ladakh.html 

Date Accessed: 28.06.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

AGRICULTURE 

Naidu vows to make farmers free of debt 
(The Hindu, June 24, 2014) 

 

“Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu said that he was committed to take farmers out of debt trap 

by waiving loans and promised a separate budget up to Rs. 4,000 crore for agriculture to make it profitable.” 

 

In the aftermath of the states bifurcation, Naidu noted that happiness “will become the fourth indicator to judge the 

performance of the State after social, economic and political indices.” 

 

The Chief Minister has also appealed to the Telangana government to not oppose the Polavaram project, as it would, 

cater to development needs of both the States. 

 

Mr. Naidu, on the power front, said that the “State fell short of demand by 18 % while the national average was 4 %. 

The power situation would take some time to streamline, but the government would fulfill its promise of nine-hour 

supply to agriculture and 24 hours to industry.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/naidu-vows-to-make-farmers-free-of-debt/

article6145598.ece?homepage=true 

Date Accessed: 26.06.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

LAW AND JUSTICE 

Nitin Gadkari calls meet with states to review Land Acquisi-

tion Act 
(Ravish Tiwari, The Indian Express, June 25, 2014) 

 

The NDA government has decided to formally “review” the implementation-related issues of the Land Acquisition 

Act, in consultation with the state governments. 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  
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The Rural Development Minister, Nitin Gadkari has called a meeting with revenue ministers of all states and has 

noted that it will “review the steps being taken by the state governments regarding the formulation of rules and the 

steps taken for implementation” of the Act. 

 

“Gadkari had earlier claimed that state governments have voiced ‘reservations’ over the adverse impacts of the Act 

against promoting industry and infrastructure in their states.” 

 

The article reports that the meeting will examine contradictory provisions in the Act and review the “prevalence of 

state’s land acquisition provisions in the backdrop of new land acquisition law.” 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/politics/gadkari-calls-meet-with-states-to-review-land-act/ 

Date Accessed: 26.06.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

DEFENCE 

The need of a policy for defence drafted by “politico-military 

synergy” 
(Pravin Sawhney, Hindustan Times, June 17, 2014) 
 

The article proposes that the new government should draft a policy for the Indian defence. Such a policy should be 

crafted by effective synergy between the Cabinet Council for Security (CCS) as well as army Chiefs. The proposed 

process of policy making, termed as “politico-military synergy”, can make the budget allocation for defence more 

realistic and even ensure a reduction in spending on “capacity - building” for future wars. The current Union De-

fence Minister, Arun Jaitley, has ensured that higher accusation of armament for Indian defence will be a priority. 

However, according to the article, the recommended policy action should be of central importance. 
 

Union finance minister Arun Jaitley, assumed additional charge of defence, only as “temporary arrangement”. No 

government, since Independence, has been sworn in without a full-time defence minister, unless the prime minister 

has kept the portfolio with himself. The new government, for the first time, has an interim defence minister. The 

article highlights that a policy, exclusively catering to the Indian defence, has been ignored by the previous govern-

ment. This happened despite various issues related to the Indian defence were raised under its term. These include 

financial commitment for defence plans, civil-military relations and growth of indigenous defence industry. 
 

The article suggests that the process of making such a defence policy should ensure participation of CCS as well as 

the Chiefs. “The defence policy should identify India’s potential enemies, prioritise them, and decide the govern-

ment’s assessment of their aims towards India. Based on this, the CCS should get a series of detailed briefings from 

the chiefs of the three services of their core strengths, and then craft a politico-military game-plan to meet external 

threats.” It needs to be understood that the chiefs, by themselves, being operational players to make war - fighting 

plans, will be prone to overstating financial assistance for capacity building. Hence, the CSS should take a realistic 

call on the issue of defence spending. 
 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/analysis/the-pm-should-make-a-policy-for-defence/article1-1230558.aspx 

Date Accessed: 28.06.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 
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COMMUNALISM 

NDA Govt. unlikely to push for UPA's Communal Violence 

Bill 
(Times of India, June 24, 2014) 

 

The article reports that the NDA government is unlikely to push for the Communal Violence Bill. A Home ministry 

official has noted that the “bill is not in sync with the new government's thinking. So, we have decided not to bring 

it into the table." 

 

The UPA government tried to bring the draft bill to the House, just before the last session of the 15 th Lok Sabha, “by 

dropping several provisions including making it neutral to all communities and reducing the role of the central gov-

ernment in case of riots.” On this issue the UPA government had faced strong opposition from BJP and several 

Chief Ministers, including Mamata Banerjee and J Jayalalithaa. 

 

BJP had been maintaining that it opposed the bill on the ground that it would be a "threat to India's communal har-

mony". 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Govt-puts-UPAs-Communal-Violence-Bill-on-back-burner/

articleshow/37135085.cms 

Date Accessed: 26.06.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

GENDER 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister lays blueprint for women’s safety 
 (Deccan Chronicle, June 27, 2014) 

 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister (CM) Jayalalithaa announced a detailed framework to ensure safety for girl children and 

women staying at NGO homes and private hostels across the state. Following the tragic incident of two girl children 

in Pollachi being raped in an NGO home, Chief Minister Jayalalithaa on Thursday held a high-level meeting with 

ministers and officials before evolving a blueprint for women’s safety. 

 

The blueprint for women’s safety includes guidelines for appointing wardens in such homes and also the responsi-

bilities of district administrations to register the homes and conduct periodical checks. Jayalalithaa said she had or-

dered the officials to provide medical care for the two girl children in Pollachi and also disburse Rs 3 lakh each as 

compensation. At the end of the high-level meet, she has ordered that any hostel should be permitted to run only 

after getting the permissions and verification by authorities. 

 

In the case of running a home for kids, its managers should provide separate residential facilities for male and fe-

male children. Only women should be appointed as wardens in homes for girl children and women. “There should 

be at least one warden for every 50 children in these hostels,” said the CM in a statement released at the end of her 

marathon meet. 

 

The CM said hostel inmates would be made to sign in the register kept at the reception both while leaving the hostel 

and returning. “CCTV and digital video recorder should be installed in the homes that have more than 50 inmates. 

Wardens must keep a vigil on visitors and ensure they meet the inmates only at the reception area.  The phone num-

bers of wardens should be displayed in the front hall of the hostels,” she said in the release. 

 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/140627/nation-current-affairs/article/tamil-nadu-chief-minister-lays-blueprint-

women%E2%80%99s-safety 

Date Accessed: 27.06.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 
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REGIONAL 

Tamil Nadu government launches low-cost drugs 
(Gireesh Babu, Business Standard, June 26, 2014) 

 

The Tamil Nadu state government has launched Amma stores for selling essential drugs, which will offer branded 

medicine 10% below the market price. Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa opened 10 such stores in seven districts at a cost 

of Rs 1 crore on Thursday, June 26. These are located in Nanganallur near Chennai, Kancheepuram, Cuddalore, 

Erode, Sivaganga, Salem, Madurai and Virudhunagar. In the long-run, the state further plans to set up 100 such 

pharmacies. Though there lacks clarity on how state will source the medicines, but it will buy branded medicines in 

bulk from companies at a marginal discount using cooperative network to stock them. 

 

In the 2013-14 Budget, the state government has earmarked Rs 20 crore ‘Price Stabilisation Fund’ for running these 

pharmacies. The state government's initiative comes at a time when the Centre is trying to bring more drugs in the 

$15-billion Indian drugs market under the price control regime. A similar initiative was also tried by the West Ben-

gal government. 

 

KK Selvan, president of the Tamil Nadu Chemists and Druggists Association, which has around 22,000 retail phar-

macy members across the state, hailed the move stating it would help the poor. According to him, patients could 

purchase a drug combination selling at Rs 10 in the open market for at least Rs 6 in Amma pharmacies. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/tn-govt-launches-low-cost-drug-stores-after-canteen-

water-salt-114062600932_1.html 

Date Accessed: 27.6.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

42% women face physical violence in Odisha 
(The Echo of India, June 18, 2014) 

 

According to the Odisha ministry of women and child development, 42 per cent of women, between 15 to 49 years 

age face physical or sexual violence in the state. In order to alleviate such violence, around 30 officers have been 

appointed in each district to address the issue of domestic violence. Programmes like Bell Bajao Campaign are also 

taken up periodically in the state for this cause. Around 537 Mahila Sishu Desks have been set up in police stations 

by home department to facilitate integrated approach towards crime against women and children. Also, based on the 

Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal Act, 2013) local committees 

and internal complaints committees have been constituted in Odisha. All Swadhar Homes, Ujjwala Home, Short 

Stay Homes and family counseling centre would cater to the needs of vulnerable women as per the providers under 

Protection of Women Domestic Violence Act, 205, the Women and Child Development minister said. 

 

In response to improving health of pregnant and lactating mothers, the government will provide iron supplementa-

tion and also counseling on nutrition particularly on vitamin and nutrient-rich food. 

 

http://www.echoofindia.com/bhubaneswar-42-women-face-physical-violence-odisha-state-59871 

Date Accessed: 25.06.2014 

(Anjana John) 

 

Odisha Tightens its Grip on Sale and Use of Tobacco Prod-

ucts 
(Bibhuti Barik, The Telegraph, June 27, 2014) 

 

With the aim of making anti-tobacco measures more stringent and effective, the government of Odisha  is consider-

ing a separate law to ban smoking and spitting that will designate officials to take action at district, municipal corpo-
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ration, municipalities, notified area councils, blocks and village levels. Earlier, police officers above the rank of sub-

inspectors, drug inspectors and food safety officials had the powers to take action 

 

Despite the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (prevention) Act, 2003, (COPTA) being in force that enables 

imposing fined up to Rs 500 against detractors and simultaneously bans the use and sale of ghutka, these products 

continue to be sold even when there are crackdowns by the authorities. Bhubaneswar was declared a no-tobacco city 

in October, 2010. The total amount collected as fine under the COPTA Act since 2010 is Rs. 35.24 lakh. 

 

The government employees have been asked to give a declaration to make their offices smoke-free and free of pan 

stains.  Moreover, officials have suggested the adoption of effective and smart information, education and communi-

cation (IEC) materials for spreading greater awareness about the ill effects of tobacco. Among other measures in-

clude implementing strict anti-tobacco measures near educational institutions and issuing sanitary certificates to 

schools to encourage them to implement the provisions on their campus. 

 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140627/jsp/odisha/story_18554842.jsp#.U61fWPl3jr8 

Date Accessed: 27.06.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

Assam all set to become a tribal-dominated state 
(Vijaita Singh, The Indian Express, June 26, 2014) 

 

“Assam is all set to become a tribal-dominated state with the government giving a go-ahead to fast-track the proce-

dure to grant Scheduled Tribe status to six communities, including the Koch Rajbongshis who have been demanding 

the status for two decades now.” 

 

Narendra Modi, during his election rallies in Assam, had promised the status to the six communities who are a major 

vote bank in the region that has seen violent ethnic clashes in the past. “If the ST status is provided to these six com-

munities, the tribal population of the state will go up to 40 per cent. Chhattisgarh has 34 per cent tribal population.” 

 

Home Secretary Anil Goswami reported that the proposal to grant ST status to these communities is a “key priority 

area” for the Modi government. He further added that “though the state government has been supporting the ST tag 

for the communities, a notification by the Registrar General of India under the MHA would give them larger bene-

fits and improved facilities under the various government schemes.” 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/govt-set-to-grant-st-status-to-six-assam-communities/ 

Date Accessed: 29.06.2014 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 

 

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

Ministry of Culture supported documentary based on Naga 

folk music wins international honour 
(Assam Times News, June 26, 2014) 

 

A documentary produced by an organisation under the Union Ministry of Culture, “Songs of the Blue Hills” has 

won wide appreciation and has been selected for many prestigious international film festivals. The documentary, by 

filmmaker-critic Utpal Borpujari, features an eclectic range of Naga musicians practising the folk music of various 

Naga tribes in traditional and modern form. Through the help of the Ministry, the film has promoted folk music of 

many Naga tribes as well as the state’s rich culture in the global arena. The film has been selected for the 12th Ischia 

Film Festival, held under the patronage of the President of Italy; the 7th International Documentary and Short Film 

Festival of Kerala (IDSFFK); and the Ladakh International Film Festival. 

S O C I E T Y  
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“Songs of the Blue Hills” is produced by Centre for Cultural Resources and Training (CCRT), an organisation under 

the Union Ministry of Culture. The 96-minute film has also been invited for the Ischia Film Festival. The Festival is 

an important part of a wider project called "Cinema and territory" that aims at protecting cultural and landscape pe-

culiarities of territories in order to promote them through the audiovisual medium. “Songs of the Blue Hills” fea-

tures some fascinating music as well as dialogue with musicians like veteran “Ao” folk singers, pianists and many 

instrumental musicians. 

 

http://www.assamtimes.org/node/11156 

Date Accessed: 28.06.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

ELDERLY 

Alarming rise in elder abuse in urban India 
(im4change) 

 

A recently released report by HelpAge India titled Elder Abuse in India (2014) reports that the percentage of elders 

abused has gone up drastically from 23% in 2013 to 50% in 2014. 

 

The report is based “on a survey conducted in 12 cities across 8 states with a sample size of 1,200 elders covering 

both metro (Tier I) and non- metro (Tier II) cities.” 

 

The article notes that elderly victims “cite that the primary reasons underlying their abuse are emotional dependence 

on the abuser (46%), economic dependence on the abuser (45%) and changing ethos (38%). Despite facing a rise in 

abuse from Daughters-in-law and Sons, 41% of those abused did not report the matter to anyone.” 

 

As per the Census 2011, there are nearly 10 crore people in India who are aged 60 year and above. “As per official 

estimates, 85 percent of elderly persons are economically dependent on their families (Sons and Daughters-in-law) 

whereas 2 percent are economically dependent on the next generation i.e. grandchildren.” 

 

The key findings of the report are follows: 

 

• The Daughter-in-law (61%) and Son (59%) emerged as the topmost perpetrators. 

 

• Despite ranking lowest among Tier I cities Delhi with 22 % recorded a marginal increase from 20 % last year. 

Bengaluru recorded the highest at 75 % among Tier I cities, while in the Tier II cities Nagpur recorded highest at 85 

%. 

 

•Women seemed to be more vulnerable with 52% of them facing abuse as against 48% of the men surveyed. 

 

• “Nationally, the effective mechanisms perceived by all elderly to deal with Elder Abuse include “increasing eco-

nomic independence of the abused (30%)”, “sensitizing children and strengthening inter-generational bonding 

(21%)” and “developing Self-Help-Groups of Older Persons to provide assistance and intervention (14%).” 

 

•Many victims both in Tier I & Tier II cities pointed out ‘Developing an effective legal reporting & redressal sys-

tem’ is an important step for effectively dealing with Elder Abuse.” 

 

http://www.im4change.org/news-alerts/alarming-rise-in-elder-abuse-in-urban-india-4673205.html 

Date Accessed: 26.06.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
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INDIA IN THE WORLD 

China explores India, China, Pak joint security mechanism 
(Deccan Herald, June 27, 2014) 

 

China is exploring trilateral security cooperation with its two neighbors India and Pakistan. A group of journalists of 

the influential Global Times an affiliate of the ruling Communist Party of China's (CPC) People's Daily publication 

group recently visited Pakistan and sought the views of a possible India-China-Pakistan trilateral cooperation with 

the scholars of Islamabad Institute of Strategic Studies (IISS). 

 

The China daily newspaper carried mixed views of Pakistani analysts who welcomed such move with concerns over 

increase in India’s defence capabilities. "So far no formal trilateral meeting has taken place, but the idea sounds ex-

cellent," Najam Rafique, senior IISS research fellow told the daily about the joint trilateral mechanism. Before that, 

a lot of ground needs to be covered, particularly in terms of India and Pakistan, he said. 

 

Another scholar, Ahmad Rashid Malik said China and Pakistan are building the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, 

and at the same time, China is also developing the Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Economic Corridor. The bal-

anced Chinese policy will improve economic and investment relations in the region and create more room for coop-

eration, he said. 

  

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/416240/beijing-explores-india-china-pak.html 

Date Accessed: 27.06.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Global drug use stable, but nearly 200,000 drug-related 

deaths still recorded – UN report 
(UN News Centre, June 26, 2014) 
  

This article highlights the findings 2014 ‘World Drug Report’ released from the United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime (UNODC) on the occasion of International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking on June 26, 

2014. 

The World Drug Report provides an annual overview of the major developments in drug markets for the various 

drug categories, ranging from production to trafficking, including development of new routes and modalities, as 

well as consumption. 

 

Globally, it is estimated that in 2012, between 162 million and 324 million people, corresponding to between 3.5 per 

cent and 7.0 per cent of the world population aged 15-64, had used an illicit drug – mainly a substance belonging to 

the cannabis, opioid, cocaine or amphetamine-type stimulants group – at least once in the previous year. The extent 

of problem drug use by regular drug users and those with drug use disorders or dependence remains stable at be-

tween 16 million and 39 million people. 

 

While the Internet continues to be used as a means of drug trafficking and illicit trade in precursor chemicals, use of 

the so-called “dark net” has been growing, the report says. The “dark net” constitutes a virtual marketplace, which is 

inaccessible by web search, and where it is difficult for law enforcement authorities to identify website owners and 

users, as their identities remain hidden by means of sophisticated concealment methods. The dismantling of one 

prominent “dark net” site, the “Silk Road”, uncovered that the site had approximately $1.2 billion worth of revenue 

from two to five years of operations. 

 

Launching the report in Vienna, UNODC Executive Director, Yury Fedotov, appealed for a stronger focus on the 

health and human rights of all drug users, but particularly those who inject drugs and are living with HIV. 

“There remain serious gaps in service provision. In recent years, only one in six drug users globally has had access 
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to or received drug dependence treatment services each year”, he said, saying that some 200,000 drug-related deaths 

had occurred in 2012. 

 

Opiates and opioids top the list of problem drugs that cause the most burden of disease and drug-related deaths 

worldwide. 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48138#.U7Dv2PmSyVI 

Date Accessed: 28.6.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

SOUTH ASIA 
India to build cultural centre in North Lanka 
(The New Indian Express, June 24, 2014) 

 

India is going to build a cultural centre in Sri Lanka's Tamil-dominated Northern Province at an approximate cost of 

Sri Lankan Rs 1.2 billion to facilitate people reconnect with their cultural roots. 

 

The cultural centre is to be constructed within the next 36 months and a Memorandum of Understanding for the pro-

ject was signed between India and Sri Lanka last week. “The cultural centre will be able to provide suitable social 

infrastructure for the people of the Northern Province, especially for the people of Jaffna and help them to reconnect 

with their cultural roots and to revive and nurture the ancient cultural heritage of Jaffna.” 

 

The centre will also serve as a platform for training, instruction and education in multi -cultural disciplines. As the 

military conflict had got over in Sri Lanka's northern and eastern region five years ago, India has been involved in a 

number of projects to restore the war affected infrastructure. 

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/world/India-to-Build-Cultural-Centre-in-North-Lanka/2014/06/24/

article2297717.ece 

Date Accessed: 25.06.2014 

(Anjana John) 

 

MIDDLE-EAST 

Iraq: Military effort to quell insurgency must be backed by 

political process says UN envoy 
(UN News Centre, June 25, 2014) 
 

This article highlights the need for a solution in Iraq which is based on military, political and social processes that 

will address the concerns of all communities, as expressed Nickolay Mladenov, the Secretary-General’s Special 

Representative in Iraq. Mr. Mladenov was also appealing for financial resources, as he briefed journalists in New 

York via video from Baghdad. 

 

However, a military solution alone “would not be possible,” he cautioned. The Sunni community has put forward a 

number of demands over the past couple of months that need to be addressed through a political process. There is a 

continuing impasse with the Kurdish Regional Government over budgetary issues, oil and gas revenue sharing, and 

other such matters that also need to be addressed quickly. In addition, a number of issues, particularly related to 

poverty among some communities in the Shiite parts of Iraq, also must be addressed. 

 

In the crisis caused by the advances of the armed group Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/ISIS) and its al-

lies at least 900 civilians have been killed since 5 June and 650 have been wounded in fighting in Nineveh, Salah al-

Din and Diyala. Overall, at least 1,300 people were killed in Iraq, and another 1,250 injured in the two weeks. 
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 “We anticipate a funding envelope of over $300 million to meet the most critical needs,” Mr. Mladenov said, ap-

pealing to the international community to provide financial and other assistance on behalf of the UN family. 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48131#.U6u0kfmSyVI 

Date Accessed: 26.6.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 
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