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Section 377: Curtailing Liberty and Choice 
 

Introduction 
The month of June marks the National LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender) Pride Month in the United 

States of America. With the discussions on the internet and television channels showcasing festivals and parades, 

not to mention a statement from President Obama recognizing the successes of the LGBT movement, one remarks at 

the progress made on the issue internationally. Closer home, India seems to have hit a regressive note on this issue.  

The LGBT community is waiting for the Supreme Court judgment on a curative petition, which is the final recourse 

in overturning the decision which penalizes same-sex intercourse with up to 10 years of imprisonment under Section 

377 of the Indian Penal Code.  
 

Understanding Section 377 
The Indian Penal Code (IPC) is the main law which covers all substantive aspects of criminal activity in India. Au-

thored by Lord Macaulay, the code was drafted in 1860 and came into force in British India in 1862. The Code is 

sub-divided into twenty three chapters, comprises five hundred and eleven sections. Section 377 of the IPC deals 

with ‘Unnatural Offences’. 

 
The colonial law was reformed in Britain by the Sexual Offences Act, 1967, which de-criminalised homosexuality 

and acts of sodomy between consenting adults (above age of 21) pursuant to the report of Wolfenden Committee.  
 

It is ironic that the Apex court decided to uphold this archaic law in December 2013, whereas United Kingdom, in 

the same year, decided to legalise same-sex marriages from March 29th 2014, under the Marriage (Same Sex Cou-

ples) Act, 2013, which received an overwhelming approval in Parliament in July 2013. 
 

The legal battle against Section 377 
The legal battle against Section 377 began in 1994, when a Delhi based NGO, AIDS Bhedhbhav Virodhi Andolan 

(to be hereafter referred to as ABVA) filed a PIL in the High Court to repeal Section 377. However, this case was 

dismissed and later in 2001, Naz Foundation filed a PIL to read down Section 377 and legalise sex between consent-

ing adults irrespective of their gender. After eight years, in 2009, the Delhi High Court decriminalized consensual 

sex. A week later this landmark decision of the High Court was challenged in the Supreme Court. Four years later, 

in December 2013, the Supreme Court set aside the 2009 order, thus giving a huge setback to the success made by 

the LGBT community and supporting organizations. A review petition filed against this decision was also rejected 

in January this year. As of now, the verdict against 377 depends on a curative petition which the Supreme Court 

agreed to hear in open court on April 22, 2014.  
 

Chronology of the legal battle against Section 377 

Section 377: 

“377. Unnatural offences.—Whoever voluntarily has carnal intercourse against the order of nature with 

any man, woman or animal, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 

description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 

 

Explanation.—Penetration is sufficient to constitute the carnal intercourse necessary to the offence de-

scribed in this section.” 

C o v e r  S t o r y  

Date Legal Action on Section 377 

1994 ABVA filed a PIL in the Delhi HC for the repeal of Article 377. The PIL 

however withered as the case did not come up for hearing till 2001 and when 

it did, ABVA failed to appear for the hearing and the case was dismissed 

without their knowledge. 

2001 Naz Foundation, files a PIL in Delhi High Court seeking legalisation of gay 

sex among consenting adults. 

September 2, 2004 High Court dismisses the PIL seeking decriminalisation of gay sex because 

the Naz foundation was not personally aggrieved by section 377 and therefore 

had no locus standi in the case. Later activists filed a review petition against 

the dismissal of the PIL 
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The Debate around 377 
“Voices Against 377”- a coalition of 12 civil society organizations including NAZ foundation, CREA, TARSHI, 

HAQ and human right organizations such as Lawyers Collective, and Alternative Law Forum have been leading the 

social and judicial movement of homosexual community in India. The December 2013 ruling of Supreme Court is a 

setback to the movement; however it intensified the debate on homosexual issues in India and mobilized more hu-

man rights groups. At present, the debate on homosexuality has concentrated around the Delhi High Court judgment 

of 2009 and the Supreme Court Judgment of 2013. The latest Supreme Court judgment triggered four major debates: 

 

Constitutionality of Section 377 

Human right activists, civil society organizations and LGBT activists not only disagree with the Supreme Court 

judgment but also disagree with the explanation given for it. The Delhi High Court Judgment argued in detail that 

section 377 violates article 14 (Right to Equality), Article 15 (Right to non-discrimination) and Article 21 (Right to 

Freedom) of the constitutions. It recognized differences in sexual orientations of individuals and homosexuals right 

over their own body. As a consequence the High Court found section 377 in violation of fundamental rights to pri-

vacy, dignity and equality. Quoting number of incidences and cases in the Indian courts, judgment further said that 

homosexuals are a minority group and they are prone to institutional discrimination under the ambit of section 377 

of IPC.  

 

C o v e r  S t o r y  

November 3, 2004 High Court dismisses the review plea. 

December, 2004 Gay rights activists approach the apex court against the order of the High 

Court. 

February 3, 2006  The SC ordered that the grounds for dismissal were not valid and asks the 

HC to reconsider the case. 

September 18, 2008 Centre seeks more time to take stand on the issue. High Court refuses the plea 

and final argument in the case begins. 

November 2008 Government in its written submission before the High Court says judiciary 

should refrain from interfering in the issue as it is basically for Parliament to 

decide. 

November 7, 2008 High Court reserves its verdict on petitions seeking decriminalisation of ho-

mosexual acts. 

July 2, 2009 High Court allows plea of gay rights activists and legalises gay sex among 

consenting adults. “We declare Section 377 of   the Indian Penal Code (IPC) 

insofar as it criminalises consensual sexual   acts of adults in private is viola-

tive of Articles 14, 21 and 15 of   the Constitution,” a bench comprising Chief 

Justice A P Shah and Justice   S Murlidhar said on July 2, 2009.  

July 9, 2009  Suresh Kumar Koushal, Delhi based astrologer challenges High Court ver-

dict in Supreme Court Later on, several others also oppose the judgment. 

February 15, 2012 Supreme Court begins final day-to-day hearing in the case. 

December 11, 2013 Supreme Court sets aside the 2009 Delhi High Court order which had de-

criminalised gay sex. 

20 December 2013  Centre moves apex court for review of Section 377 ruling 

December 24, 2013 Naz Foundation files a review petition against Supreme Court verdict. On Jan 

10, Voices against 377 files review petition 

January 28, 2014 The Supreme Court of India considered the review petitions submitted and 

rejected all of them. 

April 22, 2014 The Supreme Court agrees to hear arguments on admitting a curative petition 

challenging the apex court’s December verdict. A four-judge bench headed 

by Chief Justice P. Sathasivam and listed the matter for hearing in an open 

court making a departure from the practice of closed door hearings of curative 

petitions 

Current status The curative petition is in the process of being heard 



 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 2 . 4 2  P a g e  6  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

On the contrary, the Supreme Court in its recent Judgment discarded the lower court’s explanation of section 377 

being against the spirit of Article 14, 15 and 21. The Court’s ruling says that the matter does not even satisfy the test 

for judging constitutionality of provisions under section 377. Narrain (2013) argues that prima facie it does take 

away a guaranteed freedom. Hence, section 377 is susceptible to a constitutional challenge. LGBT activists have 

also fought against the judgment for not addressing Article 15 (right of non-discrimination) substantively even after 

having ample number of cases to show discrimination on the ground of sexual orientation. In the debate of constitu-

tionality of Section 377, LGBT groups and human right activists believe that the Delhi High Court have dealt with 

the matter in a substantive manner, where as the Supreme Court ignored many facts produced during court proceed-

ings.   

 

Institutional Marginalization 

The Supreme Court refused to strike down the anti sodomy law because it has hardly been used since its enforce-

ment. The study of the use of Sec 377 also reveals that it has hardly been used to prosecute cases of consensual adult 

male sexual relationships in its entire history of enactment in India (Gupta, 2006). But the mere existence of the law 

allows institutions such as police to use it against homosexual people. People’s Union for Civil Liberty (PUCL) Re-

port on Human Rights Violations Against sexual minorities demonstrates that Sec 377 becomes the basis for routine 

and continuous violence against sexual minorities. This fact has been repeated in number of other report such as 

report by ABVA in 1991 and the first report of United Nation on LGBT in 2010.  

 

In India, there have been a number of cases in the past where LGBT people were abused and harassed using section 

377. Founder member of Alternative Law Forum Mr. Arvind Narrain argues that existence of the law goes beyond 

the idea of ‘enforcement of law’ and it socially legitimizes violence against sexual minorities. Various fundamental-

ist institutions refer to this law to restrict freedom of LGBTs in India. Suspending professor of Aligarh Muslim Uni-

versity by the University authority for having sex with his adult male partner in his private place in 2010 and arrest-

ing 14 LGBT people by Karnataka police for allegedly violating section 377 in 2013 are current examples of coer-

cive mindset of our various institutions. Both of these incidents took place when section 377 was de-criminalized by 

Delhi High Court. LGBT activists have voiced that though the prosecution under the law is very minimal but it has 

been widely used by authorities to marginalize sexual minority.  

 

Sexual Minority and their Rights 

One of the most controversial argument of the Supreme Court in re-criminalizing section 377 is its neglect to inter-

pret Article 14, 15 and 21 of constitutions because section 377 of IPC deals with a small fraction of Indian popula-

tion. The judgment said, “…miniscule fraction of the country’s population constitute LGBT and in last more than 

150 years less than 200 persons have been prosecuted for committing offence under Section 377 IPC and this cannot 

be made sound basis for declaring that section ultra vires the provisions of Articles 14, 15 and 21 of the Constitu-

tion.” 

 

LGBT activist Shaheen Ahmed (2013) argues that denying existence and right of minority by institutions such as 

Khap Panchayats and even Supreme Court are driven by patriarchal mindsets. In one way or other, there are number 

of ‘minuscule’ population groups in India. Denying fundamental rights just because of their arithmetic number 

poses serious danger to the basic human rights.  

 

Cultural contextualization of  Homosexuality and Foreign Law 

It is been the stake of fundamentalist group that homosexuality is a western phenomena and it is against Indian cul-

ture. However liberal human right groups validated homosexuality in India through various ancient literature, art 

and paintings such as Kama-Sutra, Laws of Manu and various other Hindu mythologies. They argue that it is not 

about Indian verses non-Indian rather it is just another sexual orientation that exists among human beings.  

 

Supreme Court judgment added a new dimension to this debate. The court ruling criticized the lower court for rely-

ing too much on foreign jurisdiction to validate rights for LGBTs and interpret constitutional rights. It upheld the 

constitutionality of section 377 and argued that it does not violate any human right. Human right activists and LGBT 

groups have questioned this ruling and asked how a colonial law can be constitutional and reflective of the true spirit 

of Indian society? Mathematician and writer Prof. Manil Suri (2013) said, “Section 377 is the foreign imposition in 

India as part of Britain’s colony. Other formal British colonies from Malaysia to Jamaica have the same law on their 

books, also labeled Section 377.” The law is similar in number of countries and was imposed by Britain in same 

C o v e r  S t o r y  
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manner so it is global in nature thus hearing the constitutionality of this law will also need foreign references. 

Voices against 377 argue that the creator of this anti sodomy law (Britain) has de-criminalized it in its own country. 

Given this fact they question how this law is relevant in our country in the present day context. These groups have 

deepened the debate regarding roots of homosexuality in Indian culture versus foreign imposition of restriction on 

freedom of individual sexual orientation.   

 

Impact of Section 377 
 

Although not explicitly defined, "carnal intercourse against the order of nature" has been taken by the Indian courts 

in the intervening years to include anal sex, oral sex, and in some cases other non-procreative sexual acts, such as 

mutual masturbation. These sexual acts are not limited to homosexual couples alone but are also a part of sexual life 

of heterosexuals; however the weight of the law over the centuries has fallen on homosexual sex. Even when such 

sex is consensual, the "voluntary" provision in the law makes it illegal. (Misra, 2009) 

 

It is this provision of section 377 which makes it contentious in terms of the impact it has over the lives of those 

people who are LGBT or who work with this community. Homosexuals who meet in public are often subjected to 

police harassment, blackmail and threatened using section 377. 

 

Cases of rape, torture and custodial rape and harassment of the ‘hijra’ or eunuch community have also highlighted 

the misuse of Section 377.  In 2004, Kokila, a Bangalore based eunuch was gang raped by several men. Kokila was 

later taken to the police station where she was abused and tortured by the police. The police knew that they had im-

punity against their crime, moreover they knew that Kokila would not get protection under the law as she would be 

viewed as an offender under what constituted ‘unnatural offences’. The case highlighted not only how section 377 

marginalizes those of the LGBT community but also prevents them from recourse of law unlike other citizens of the 

country. 

 

Section 377 also has an adverse impact on the fight against HIV and AIDS. The National AIDS Control Programme 

IV (NACP-IV) launched in 2012 aims at zero infection, zero stigma and zero death. The stated focus of the pro-

gramme is on prevention of HIV, especially among the HRGs (High Risk Groups), which includes MSMs (men 

having sex with men). Criminalising homosexuality not only goes against the government policy under NACO 

Phase V it also,  sets back the success made in the field of preventing HIV prevalence and increases the stigma at-

tached to it. In the aftermath of the reversal of the 2009 judgment by the SC which once against criminalised con-

sensual sex amongst adults, including gay sex many activists have expressed concerns regarding the HIV/AIDS vi-

rus.  "After the 2009 ruling, we saw a jump in gay men, bisexuals and transgenders coming to public health centers 

on their own, seeking medical advice or treatment..our big worry now is that they may stay away from health cen-

ters out of fear" (Firstpost, December 25, 2013) 

 

Atrocities illustrating impact of Section 377  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Date Description of Incident 

2001 Lucknow arrests 2001. Healthcare workers arrested under 377 for distributing condoms. Remain 

in jail for 47 days as the courts refuse to grant bail, 377 being a non-bailable offence 

2005 Lucknow arrests. Four persons were arrested under Section 377. Due to the  arrests  not  only  

were the four forced to undergo imprisonment, but also the family is forced to undergo a trial by 

not only the media but also by neighbours, community and wider society. 

2006 Four policemen raped and sexually abused a gay man including forcing him to have oral and anal sex 

in Delhi while holding him in jail overnight. 
  

C o v e r  S t o r y  
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Source: http:orinam.net 

 

International Perspective 
Sexual orientation and preferences have been recognized as a basic Human Right in many nations. In the 1980s, the 

European Court of Human Rights ruled that criminalising same-sex sexual behaviour was a violation of protections 

of private life. In USA, many states allow same-sex marriages. However, some countries such as Nigeria and 

Uganda are introducing new laws and strengthening existing penalties against same-sex relations. Then are those 

countries that punish homosexuality with the death penalty such as - Iran, Mauritania, Saudi Arabia, Sudan and 

Yemen. The map below illustrates the status of homosexuality in UN member countries: 

 
Legal status of same-sex relationships 

 
Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-25927595 

 

Conclusion 
 

The LGBT community took a long time to gather courage and speak out against the coercive law and institutional 

mechanisms in India. It was difficult for them to mobilize and express their pain in public. Their  two decade long 

struggle against the anti sodomy law Section 377 has revealed how this law not only prevents people from exercis-

ing their right over their sexual orientation but is also used as a tool to abuse, extort and suppress. While Sec 377 

may affect only a miniscule fraction of Indian citizen as stated by the honorable Supreme Court, but our constitution 

guarantees fundamental rights to every single citizen. The law needs to be read down on the merit of individual’s 

right to freedom, equality, dignity, non-discrimination and privacy. Majority of nations in the world have realized by 

now that there is nothing un-natural about being LGBT. United Nations has also recognized the rights of LGBTs 

long ago. In India denying expression of sexuality through section 377 goes against the principle of the constitution 

and universally accepted human rights. The judiciary, political class, institutions and the society in India needs to 

reflect upon this. 

 

2007 Arrest of Desmond Hope (aged 32) under Section 377 on grounds of non- consensual sex with An-

war 
(aged 24). Justice Britto in his bail order observed that, “Basically it appears that both the parties 

were adults and were consenting parties to the offence under Section 377 and if so the punishment 

cannot be severe.” 
  

2013 Arrest of 13 persons under Section 377 in Hassan, Karnataka 

C o v e r  S t o r y  

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-25927595
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New Cabinet faces 60 Bills pending in Rajya Sabha, 68 pend-

ing in the Lok Sabha 
(Raghvendra Rao, The Indian Express, May 27, 2014) 
  

In the article, “PRS Legislative Research” informs that the 16th Rajya Sabha has the task of taking a call on a 

total of sixty pending Bills, while the 16th Lok Sabha has to reintroduce/reconsider the sixty eight Bills which 

lapsed in the previous Lok Sabha. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and Ministry of Law and Justice ac-

count for the highest number of Bills  pending in the Rajya Sabha. Of the total Bills to be reconsidered in the 16 th 

Lok Sabha, the highest relate to the Ministry of Finance. Pointers below reveal some important Bills  which await 

the consideration of the new government: 

  

18 of the 60 Bills pending in the Rajya Sabha were introduced before 2009. With 11 Bills pending, the Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare tops with the highest number of Bills pending. These include: 

 The Mental Health Care Bill, 2013, 

 The Indian Medical Council (Amendment) Bill, 2013, 

 The Drugs and Cosmetics (Amendment) Bill, 2013, 

 The Human Immunodeficiency Virus and Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (Prevention and Control) 

Bill, 2014 
    

With eight Bills pending, the Ministry of Law and Justice is the second with most Bills pending. These includes 

 Judicial Appointments Commission Bill, 2013 

 Readjustment of Representation of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in Parliamentary and Assembly Con-

stituencies (3rd) Bill, 2013. 

  

The Ministry of Labour and Employment has seven Bills pending in the Rajya Sabha. Some of these pending Bills 

are: 

 The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2012, 

 Building and Other Construction Workers Related Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2013 

 Mines (Amendment) Bill, 2011 

  

The 15th Lok Sabha had 68 Bills pending which will now lapse with its dissolution. Of the 68 Bills, the highest are 

in the Ministry of Finance (eleven pending Bills). These include: 

 Direct Taxes Code Bill, 2010, 

 The Benami Transactions (Prohibition) Bill, 2011, 

 The Public Procurement Bill, 2012 and 

 The Micro Finance Institutions (Development and Regulation) Bill, 2012. 

 

The second highest number of lapsing Bills is in the Ministry of Human Resource Development (10 Bills), which 

includes 

 Educational Tribunals Bill, 2010, 

 The Foreign Educational Institutions (Regulation of Entry and Operations) Bill, 2010, 

 The National Accreditation Regulatory Authority for Higher Educational Institutions Bill, 2010, and 

 The Universities for Research and Innovation Bill, 2012 

  

The data further states that the third highest number of lapsing Bills is in the Ministry of Law and Justice (seven 

Bills), which includes the 

 Women’s Reservation Bill, 

 The Marriage Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2010 and 

 Judicial Standards and Accountability Bill, 2010 

  

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/new-cabinet-faces-60-bills-pending-in-rajya-sabha/ 

Date Accessed: 09.06.2014 
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Payments banks to come soon: RBI 
(Live Mint, June 12, 2014) 

 

In a banking conference, central bank deputy governor informed that India’s first payments bank, which will pro-

vide deposit and payment services but not extend loans, will be launched soon. The concept of payments banks was 

first proposed by a Reserve Bank of India (RBI) committee led by board member Nachiket Mor. 

  

Payments banks, which will bring financial services to unbanked areas of the country, can start operations with a 

capital of just Rs.50 crore, since all their money will be invested in safe government securities. In contrast, a full-

service bank requires an entry capital of Rs.500 crore. They will be required to comply with all RBI guidelines for 

commercial banks. The Mor committee had also recommended permitting existing banks to create subsidiaries to 

operate payments banks. 

  

Mor had also clarified that payments banks may be created by converting prepaid payment issuers (PPIs). These 

companies provide cards that customers can use to make payments with the money stored in them. There are 27 

PPIs in the country, including Itz Cash Card Ltd, Oxigen Services (India) Pvt. Ltd and Airtel mCommerce Services 

Ltd. The entry of payments banks is also seen as a step closer to moving towards a differentiated banking licence 

regime, where the central bank issues licences to new banks to undertake specific banking operations. 

 

It was also mentioned that, RBI is in discussion with the government to revamp inflation-indexed bonds to attract 

more retail investors. Inflation-indexed bonds were introduced last year by the central bank but were not well re-

ceived due to its complex structure. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/LaLCOyirjUhiY0JhMzHsXO/RBI-to-come-out-with-a-payment-bank-shortly-

deputy-governor.html 

Date Accessed: 13.06.2014 

(Neha Singh) 
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RBI introduces liquidity ratios for banks 
(Business Standard, June 10, 2014) 
  
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has mandated the lenders to maintain 60% liquidity coverage ratio (LCR) from 

January 1, 2015 in order to create liquidity buffers in banks. They further suggested a phased manner with equal 

quantum of increase for ratio to increase to 100% by January 1, 2019. The move from the Indian banking regulator 

comes after the Basel Committee on Banking Supervision proposed certain reforms to strengthen capital and liquid-

ity regulations in the aftermath of the global financial crisis of 2008. 
  

The proportion of high-quality liquid assets to the total net cash outflows in the next 30 calendar days is used to de-

fine LCR. They help ensuring that banks have sufficient high-quality liquid assets (HQLAs) to survive an acute 

stress scenario lasting for 30 days. 
  
“The LCR would be binding on banks from January 1, 2015; with a view to provide a transition time for banks, the 

LCR requirement would be minimum 60% for the calendar year 2015, i.e. with effect from January 1, 2015 and rise 

in equal steps to reach 100 per cent on January 1, 2019,” RBI said. 
  

To assess the preparedness of banks for the Basel III Liquidity ratios, a Quantitative Impact Study (QIS) was con-

ducted on a sample of banks in December 2013 by the central bank. The study indicated that the average LCR for 

these banks varied from 54% to 507%. 

  
The board of the bank was given the overall mandate to ensure liquidity coverage as per the draft guidelines on re-

leased on November 2012. RBI had said that the banks’ boards should develop strategy, policies and practices to 

manage liquidity risk in accordance with the risk tolerance and ensure that the bank maintains sufficient liquidity. 

The boards were also asked to review the strategy, policies and practices at least annually. 

  
http://www.business-standard.com/article/finance/rbi-introduces-liquidity-ratios-for-banks-114060901017_1.html 

Date Accessed: 10.6.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

 Export promotion schemes likely to get booster shot 
(Exim News Service, June 08, 2014) 

  
In order to lift sagging exports, the new Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) seeks to make export promotion schemes more 

effective. It is likely to give both goods and services additional incentives. 

 

The Commerce Ministry is also considering the option to allow import duty exemption scrips that would be sold in 

the market, or used to pay service tax to ensure that all service exporters benefit from the Served from India Scheme. 

"This will benefit service exporters who do not import any inputs and are hence unable to use the scrips," as per the 

government official. 

 

The ministry is also working on existing Focus Product Scheme under which sops are given to identified labour-

intensive products. It tends to make it more specific by covering fewer items and increasing the amount. The pro-

posals currently being worked on by the Commerce Ministry will soon be discussed with the Finance Ministry. 

 

According to Mr Ajay Sahai, Director-General, Fieo, the Served from India Scheme would be much more effective 

if the scrips could be used to pay service taxe or be traded. As per the current norm, exporters with foreign exchange 

earnings of at least Rs 10 lakh are allowed import duty exemption scrips worth 10 per cent of exported value. "At 

present, only the hotel industry is using the scrips as it imports spirits and vehicles. For most others, the scheme is 

not of much use," Mr Sahai added. 

 

http://www.eximin.net/NewsDetails.aspx?name=75996 

Date Accessed: 12.6.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 
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GOVERNMENT 

Government to modify Lokpal rules to empower search 

committee 
(PTI, June 11, 2014) 
 

In a first step towards appointment of Lokpal, Government has decided to modify rules to give more powers to the 

search committee mandated to recommend names for appointment of chairperson and members of the anti-

corruption body. Official sources claim that the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) is making changes in 

the rules on the mandate of the search committee which will be notified soo. 
 

The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act provides for the establishment of a Lokpal for the Union and Lokayuktas for the 

states to inquire into corruption charges against public functionaries. 
 

As per existing rules, an eight-member search committee is tasked to draw up a panel of persons for consideration 

by the selection committee led by Prime Minister for appointment of chairperson and members of the Lokpal. As 

per the rules, these persons have to be chosen from among the panel provided by the DoPT. However, the govern-

ment will now empower the search committee to include people from outside the list provided by DoPT for consid-

eration by the selection committee. Further, there may be some other changes in the constitution of the search com-

mittee. 
 

Besides, the DoPT has written to Law Ministry to vet rules formed on filing of property returns by government em-

ployees under the Lokpal regime. As per the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, every public servant shall make a declara-

tion of his assets and liabilities. A form for filing of such returns by a government officer has been designed and 

rules in this regard have been sent to the Law Ministry for its comments. 
 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-government-lokpal-bill-search-committee-anti-corruption-

body/1/366418.html 

Date Accessed: 13.06.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 
 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EXCLUSION 

Disadvantaged groups have little access to public goods and 

services: The Exclusion report 2013-14 
(Down to Earth, June 12, 2014) 
 

A recent report by a Delhi NGO undermines government claims on reaching welfare schemes to the needy and dis-

advantaged sections of society. The report, titled The India Exclusion Report 2013-14 states that the government has 

failed in providing equal access to public goods to the most disadvantaged groups. One of the striking findings of 

the report further confirms the general view that the most severely and consistently excluded groups are women, 

Adivasis, Muslims and the disabled. 
 

Safety net 

 The report shows the state has thus far failed a large section of the population by not ensuring equitable and 

sustained access to decent work. The state even failed in sufficient employment creation, protecting rights of 

employees and providing social security support system for those who are unable to secure employment. 
 

Legal justice and anti-terror legislation 

 The report closely scrutinizes access to justice in the context of terror laws. It points out that by design and 

implementation, terror laws are unfair. The report points to frequent violation of fundamental rights under 

Articles 21 and 22 of the Constitution that provide against arbitrary arrest and detention. 

 The report says the government needs to ensure fair investigations and establish strict monitoring mechanism 

of all anti-terror cases. Apart from it, police should also be made accountable for extra-judicial measures like 
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torture and killings; this can be achieved through increased representation of marginalised groups in police 

forces. 
 

Absence of credible data 

 Absence of large-scale, credible and empirical data on exclusion is also perpetuating the problems. Accord-

ing to report, there is large amount of anecdotal evidence that point to exclusion of certain groups. This ex-

clusion is also visible in government budgets and programmes. 

 In the case of school education, there are serious questions on the reliability of the District Information Sys-

tem on Education (DISE), the primary official source of data on access and quality of school education. DISE 

relies solely on information provided by teachers, without a process of community or parental participation. 

It focuses on collecting information on enrolment levels, not actual school attendance, and provides highly 

inaccurate estimation of access to education. 

 In case of urban housing, the only source of data are Census surveys, conducted every 10 years. There is lim-

ited information available on the conditions of the housing of poor — slum dwellers, residents of illegal set-

tlements and unplanned colonies, or those living in congested and poor quality houses. 

 

The government has also made no attempt to collect data relating to persons charged under anti-terror laws and their 

socio-economic backgrounds despite large number of complaints of misuse of power by police. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/disadvantaged-groups-have-little-access-public-goods-says-india-exclusion-

report 

Date Accessed: 13.06.2014 

(Neha Singh) 

CONNECTIVITY 

Bangladesh allows transit of foodgrains to North East 
(Sujit Chakraborty, The Sentinel, June 13, 2014) 

 

The Bangladesh government has recently allowed India to ferry foodgrains to the landlocked states in north-

east India by using its territory and infrastructure. Bangladesh has agreed to transport 10,000 tonnes of 

foodgrain for Tripura, where adequate supply of foodgrains is a major problem, via its territory under a special tran-

sit facility. The agreement is significant for the region as a whole because it is expected that the deal will be ex-

tended to other states like Mizoram, Manipur and southern Assam, to save time and costs. 

  

The Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR) will stop train services in Tripura, Manipur, Mizoram and southern Assam 

by the end of this year, after it was decided that railway lines will be converted from metre gauge to broad gauge. 

The north east region already suffers from “shortages of rail wagons, inadequate storage facilities and various other 

bottlenecks” which suffer from poor supply of food grains. 

  

Earlier, in 2012, Bangladesh had allowed India’s state–owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) to ferry 

heavy machinery, turbines and cargo through Ashuganj River (in Eastern Bangladesh) for Palatana mega power 

project in southern Tripura. The Indian government had spent huge amounts to develop the port and related infra-

structure. After a series of diplomatic processes between Indian ministries (food, finance, shipping and external af-

fairs ministries) and the Bangladeshi government, the latter confirmed the agreement. 

  

After the confirmation from the Bangladesh government, the Food Corporation of India initiated the process of 

transporting foodgrain and essentials using the Ashuganj river port and roadways connected to the north-eastern 

states. The FCI would carry the foodgrain via Bangladesh in association with the Inland Waterways Authority of 

India (IWAI).  It is planned that the foodgrain would be ferried from Kakinada port in Andhra Pradesh to Ashuganj 

and then by road to Tripura in Bangladeshi trucks. After Tripura, foodgrains would be ferried through Bangladesh 

for other north-eastern states, including Mizoram, Manipur and southern Assam, to save time and costs. 

  

http://www.sentinelassam.com/editorial/story.php?sec=3&subsec=0&id=194656&dtP=2014-06-13&ppr=1#194656 

Date Accessed: 10.06.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 
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EDUCATION 

India sees largest cuts in global aid for basic education: 

UNESCO 
(Prashant K Nanda, LiveMint, June 11, 2014) 

 

A new report by UNESCO states that India saw the largest cuts in aid to basic education to any country in the world 

from donor nations and organizations party due to nagging economic woes across the globe. International aid to the 

elementary or basic sector fell by $278 million over 2010-12, even though India is among the top five countries in 

the world in the number of children still out of school. Thus, reducing support now is only going to make the re-

maining challenge of helping these children harder. 

 

India was one of the top 10 countries to receive international aid on basic education in 2012. All the top five donors 

to India—the UK, European Union (EU), World Bank, Germany, and the UN Children’s Fund (Unicef)—slashed 

their aid flow to the country. For example, EU gave only $1 million in 2012 as against $29 million in 2010. Even the 

UK, which is the biggest national donor to India, cut aid from $88 million in 2010 to $82 million in 2012. 

 

In its report Education for All Global Monitoring Report , UNESCO states that the decline in aid to education (10%) 

is far larger than the overall decline in aid to all of development (1%), indicating that an economic recovery across 

the globe would not necessarily translate into more funds for education thus giving the picture that education is slip-

ping down the global agenda. 

 

The report assumes significance because the UN’s target of education for all ends in 2015. Globally 57 million chil-

dren and 69 million adolescents are still out of school. India still has 2.9 million children out of schools despite its 

right to education law coming into force on 1 April 2010. 

 

India’s human resource development ministry has stated that the country has a robust domestic funding mechanism 

for elementary education and is likely to reach education to all by 2015. The access is now nearly 98% and the focus 

of the government is on improving the quality of education. Ministry official stated that the focus should now be on 

quality rather than access. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/pNDtu0DaefQ2frS3JxYB4O/India-sees-largest-cuts-in-global-aid-for-basic-

education-U.html 

Date Accessed: 13.06.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

In a major boost to technical education, India joined the 

Washington Accord (WA) 
(Press Information Bureau, June 13, 2014) 

  

India has joined a select group of 17 countries who are permanent signatories of the Washington Accord (WA), this 

is looked upon as a major boost to technical education and engineering programmes. 

 

“Washington Accord is an international agreement amongst prominent nations of the World, with the charter of pro-

moting mobility and quality assurance of engineers across international boundaries. The charter requires that nations 

set up suitable accreditation standards, which would ensure a minimum quality of attainment for their engineering 

graduates.” 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=105615 

Date Accessed: 13.06.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
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URBAN 

Government may expand aid to urban areas 
(Dipak Kumar Dash, Times of India, June 08, 2014) 
 

The new government is likely to provide financial aid to areas which don't fall within the municipal limits in order 

to uplift the living condition in urban areas. The financial support to these areas will be in the sector of waste man-

agement, water supply and physical infrastructure development. Under the UPA regime, the central assistance was 

limited to municipal bodies under Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM). 
 

Officials from urban development ministry emphasized on the need to upgrade areas that do not fall under municipal 

limits since haphazard development in such unregulated areas have created numerous problems. 
 

The focus of the new government is to make master plans of all cities -bigger and smaller, so all areas are covered. 

Another focus area will be use of more information and communication technology (ICT) tools for better govern-

ance and service delivery which shall include creating Wi-Fi zones across cities. Projects for IT based monitoring of 

public transport for efficient management will also be funded. The government will also focus on pushing the con-

cept of twin cities by improving transport networks between a bigger and another adjoining smaller city. 
 

The government is likely to come out with a new mission to make the existing cities better and also to develop new 

cities in a planned manner.  Sources claim that under the new scheme, which is under preparation, the Centre will 

give more liberty to the state governments to choose projects and there will be greater monitoring; something that 

was largely missing during the implementation of JNNURM. 
 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Government-may-expand-aid-to-urban-areas/articleshow/36236271.cms 

Date Accessed: 13.06.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 
 

ENVIRONMENT 

Rising CO2 poses significant threat to human nutrition: 

Harvard study 
(Todd Datz, domain-b, June 07, 2014) 
  
At the elevated levels of atmospheric CO2 anticipated by around 2050, crops that provide a large share of the global 

population with most of their dietary zinc and iron will have significantly reduced concentrations of these nutrients, 

according to a new study led by Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH). The results showed a significant decrease 

in the concentrations of zinc, iron, and protein in C3 grains. 
 

Given that an estimated 2 billion people suffer from zinc and iron deficiencies, resulting in a loss of 63 million life 

years annually from malnutrition, the reduction in these nutrients represents the most significant health threat ever 

shown to be associated with climate change. 

 

In the experiment it was found that  zinc, iron, and protein concentrations in wheat grains grown at the free air car-

bon dioxide enrichment (FACE) technology sites were reduced by 9.3 percent, 5.1 percent, and 6.3 percent, respec-

tively, compared with wheat grown at ambient CO2. 

 

It was estimated that by the researchers that around 2 billion–3 billion people around the world receive 70 percent or 

more of their dietary zinc and/or iron from C3 crops, particularly in the developing world, where deficiency of zinc 

and iron is already a major health concern.C4 crops appeared to be less affected by higher CO2, which is consistent 

with underlying plant physiology. 

 

In addition to efforts to reduce CO2 emissions, breeding cultivars with reduced sensitivity to CO2, biofortification 

of crops with iron and zinc, and nutritional supplementation for populations most affected could all play a role in 

reducing the human health impacts of these changes. 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  
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Date Accessed: 13.06.2014 

(Neha Singh) 

 

AIIMS to become country’s first green hospital 
(Z News, June 05, 2014) 
 

The All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi is all set to become the country’s first ‘green hospi-

tal’ with Union Health and Family Welfare Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan announcing his Ministry’s ‘green-plan’ for 

medical institutions across the country. The plan was based on the Centre's determination to fight climate change.  

“For this to happen, the country’s premier medical facility should move away from using conventional energy that is 

responsible for polluting environment and adding to the green house gases”, the minister said. The health minister 

also said there was limited information available on the adverse impact on health caused by ecological and environ-

mental deprivation at local, regional and national scale.  

 

The ‘Green AIIMS’ will have water conservation and waste water recycling systems in place. There will also be 

regular energy audits and a phased renewal plan with a view to making the buildings on the complex more energy 

efficient. This initiative is also to change unattractive image of government hospitals among the public. 

 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/aiims-to-be-made-green-hospital-harsh-vardhan_937390.html 

Date Accessed: 10.06.2014 

(Anjana John) 

 

Jharkhand to March ahead on its State Domicile Policy 
(Amit Gupta, The Telegraph, June 13, 2014) 
 

With the aim of arriving at a consensus on its state domicile policy, the Hemant Soren-led Jharkhand government is 

making efforts to organise an all-party meeting to discuss the way forward on to the policy. The policy has been rife 

with controversies for the last 13 years which has obstructed the government to arrive at a consensus. 

 

The recommendations that are to be discussed and debated in the meeting include provisions for moolvasis (original 

settlers) of both categories-khatiyani (those with land records) or non-khatiyani- along with Jharkhand Niwasis re-

siding in the state for the last 15 years or are government employees. Earlier, a series of protests had been sparked 

after the state government notified in 2002 that domicile would be defined on the basis of the last land survey docu-

ments, which dated back to 1932 and 1960s. This was ultimately rejected by a High Court order, on November 27, 

2003. The court declared the state domicile policy as hostile and discriminatory and directed it to redefine local resi-

dents. The redefining process has been stalled for more than a decade with subsequent governments failing to come 

up with concrete developments. 

 

However, in the recommendations of the draft policy that is likely to be discussed soon, local residents with school 

certificates and women from other states married to those residing in Jharkhand are also put for consideration. 

 

According to Ramesh Sharan, who is a developmental economist, having a domicile policy under which third and 

fourth grade jobs are mainly reserved for locals is not a major problem, it rather the lack of political will that has not 

led to a stagnant state domicile policy in Jharkhand.  Secondly, the complications faced in land records that remain 

unrevised, that in turn lead to inaccuracies in data and information related to residents and their addresses, are a ma-

jor challenge faced by the government that make its reliance of land records and surveys untenable. 

 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140613/jsp/jharkhand/story_18507277.jsp#.U5qYkvmSyaI 

Date Accessed: 13.06.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 
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UP's drought plan deficient on power, seeds 
(Subhash Mishra, Times of India, June 11, 2014) 
 

The article reports that in the context of the looming drought-like condition Uttar Pradesh, the governments’ contin-

gency plan is severely deficient on two basic components: power and seeds. “There is no special plan to provide 

power to farmers who are already desperate due to delayed rains, to help them irrigate their farms for paddy sap-

lings. Besides, seeds are hardly available in government storages.” 
 

With urban areas experiencing an unprecedented power crisis, the prospect of an additional supply to farm sector is 

a cause of concerns. 
 

The article notes that a drought-like situation would push the paddy growers to starvation, especially in poverty 

stricken regions like Bundelkhand where 10,000 farmers have committed suicide for being unable to clear due for 

30 years. 
 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/UPs-drought-plan-deficient-on-power-seeds/

articleshow/36366592.cms 

Date Accessed: 13.06.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
 

New forest diversion norms too simplistic 
(M Rajshekhar, Economic Times, June 11, 2014) 
 

The environment ministry has revamped the process it follows for identifying forests where industrial activities can 

be permitted. Instead of using six parameters - forest type, biological richness, wildlife value, density of forest 

cover, integrity of the landscape, and hydrological value - for deciding whether a forestland can be given over for, 

say, mining, ministry officials would henceforth use only four parameters dropping biological richness and hydro-

logical value. 
 

Ecologists have, however, criticised the move and claim that in the process, the ministry has mixed up concepts 

which are related but not replaceable. However, SS Garbyal, director-general (forests) argued that while the ministry 

will henceforth use four parameters for evaluating whether a forestland can be diverted for non-forest use (like min-

ing), it can continue to use the other two parameters whenever required. 
 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-06-11/news/50508560_1_environment-ministry-hydrological-

value-water-resources-ministry 

Date Accessed: 13.06.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

AGRICULTURE 

Centre planning agriculture universities across nation 
(Yatish Yadav, The New Indian Express, June 11, 2014) 
 

The central government is planning to launch more Agriculture Universities across the country to accelerate the ex-

pansion of agri-infrastructure. Proposals like Pusa institute which has been waiting for the past three years for its 

approval will be fast-tracked by the government for agri-sector growth. “The government is also planning a univer-

sity in Jhansi and expanding the university status to other institutes it deems fit to promote agro-technology.” 
 

The government will try to bring Green Revolution in eastern India, which has fertile land, but has not been able to 

utilize the existing resources yet. There is another working plan of water holding structures which will support this 

effort. The officials have already had several rounds of meeting with scientists and experts to develop strategy for 

the next five years. 
 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/Centre-Planning-Agriculture-Universities-across-Nation/2014/06/11/

article2273719.ece 

Date Accessed: 11.06.2014 

(Anjana John) 
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559 farmer suicides in Maharashtra in four months 
(The Hindu, June 10, 2014) 

  

The article reports on the huge number of deaths in Maharashtra. The Maharashtra Legislative Council has been 

informed that around three farmers committed suicide every day from February to May in 2014. 

  

“State Relief and Rehabilitation Minister Patangrao Kadam informed the council that 559 farmers had ended their 

lives in these four months...out of the total suicides, 85 were due to natural calamities such as hailstorms.”   

  

However the government had provided financial aid to only 204 of the 232 eligible families, 180 families were 

found ineligible. 

  

A government official has noted that the “reasons for those suicides are different. Some were due to family issues or 

personal problems. They can’t be given financial assistance.” However the government is still investigating the eli-

gibility of the rest of the families. 

  

As a response to this situation, the Minister has agreed to set up a committee to inquire into the appalling number of 

farmer suicides. 

  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/559-farmer-suicides-in-maharashtra-in-four-months/

article6101524.ece 

Date Accessed: 12.06.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

LAW AND JUSTICE 

Bombay High Court Denounces Detention of Patients by 

Hospitals 
(Times Of India, June 13, 2014) 

 

In response to a petition filed against SevenHills Hospital in Mumbai by one of the kins of a patient being treated in 

the hospital, the Bombay High Court has denounced the "inhuman" practice of detaining patients for not clearing 

medical bills. 

 

The petition was heard by a division bench comprising Justices VM Kanade and P D Kode, wherein Sanjay Praja-

pati aged 25 years urged the court to direct MIDC Police, Andheri (East), to act against doctors and staff of Seven-

Hills Hospital for wrongfully confining his brother over a disputed bill. The petition further urged the court to inter-

vene in the matter enabling the patient’s discharge from the current hospital and his subsequent shift to another one 

for suitable treatment. 

 

The patient was brought into the hospital suffering from head injuries due to a fall. However, even after being oper-

ated upon, he did not recover. The brother of the family had consequently alleged that the hospital was giving im-

proper treatment and creating bogus bills. The dispute arose when despite writing to the hospital’s CEO, having seen 

no improvement in his brother’s health and disappointed with the administration for neglecting his grievance wanted 

to shift his brother to another hospital. The hospital then refused to discharge him because of non-clearance of medi-

cal bills. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Detaining-patients-over-unpaid-bills-is-inhuman-Bombay-high-court-says/

articleshow/36453783.cms 

Date Accessed: 13.06.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 
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DEFENCE 

Strengthening bonds: Government to fast-track border 

roads 
 (Deccan Chronicle, June 12, 2014) 

 

The new government is focusing on fast tracking the environmental clearance for the much-needed roads along the 

borders with China and defence projects that are vital for the army. According the article, a new series of guidelines 

will be revealed in a month, they will be followed to fast track environmental reviews and sanctions. 

 

Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar had a meeting with officials from the Defence Ministry in relation to the 

help up projects due to environment related permissions. In his tweet after meeting, minister posted, “Delays in De-

fence projects were due to case-by-case decision-making process. We'll make Policy laid decisions and will put 

Policies in place.” 

 

The minister also indicated that faster clearances would be given for border roads and strategic defence projects that 

are to be built within 100 kms from the Line of Actual Control. Resting the concerns of the Indian Army and Air 

Force about the slow pace of implementation of several crucial infrastructure projects in the country’s north east and 

Ladakh region, the minister planned to improve defences along the China border. 

 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/node/128754 

Date Accessed: 12.06.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 
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GENDER 

International protocol launched to deal with sexual violence 

in conflict 
(Harriet Sherwood, The Guardian, June 11, 2014) 
 

An international protocol for dealing with rape and sexual violence in conflict was put together at a historic London 

summit on the issue which provides guidelines on the investigation of sex crimes and the collection of evidence for 

future prosecutions. 
 

There has been a near-total lack of justice for survivors of rape and sexual violence in conflict for decades. This pro-

tocol will be part of a new global effort to destroy this culture of impunity, helping survivors and discouraging peo-

ple from committing these crimes in the first place. The Global Summit to End Sexual Violence in Conflict started 

on June 11th , attended by representatives of 117 countries , UN organisations and aid agencies, civil society organi-

sations, survivors and around 2,000 delegates from all over the world. 
 

According to Zainab Bangura, the UN's special representative on sexual violence in conflict, conflict-related rape 

can no longer to be considered a minor issue, an inevitable by-product of war or a mere collateral damage. “It can no 

longer be amnestied or pardoned as the price of peace. It cannot be dismissed … as a private matter. And the count-

less women, girls, men and boys affected can no longer be deemed second-class victims of a second-class crime.” 
 

The protocol is sponsored by the UK government and the result of two years' work, intends to offer best practice on 

the documentation of sexual violence. The work comprises of practical advice, checklists and sample questions for 

fieldworkers. Over 25 experts have worked on congregating the protocol, and the contents are ‘field tested’ in 

Uganda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo before publication. 

 

According to Humanitarian agencies, government troops and peacekeeping forces were not only unsuccessful in 

protecting women from sexual violence, but had also been among the perpetrators. There have been criticisms 

against the UK government for failing to provide protection to victims of sexual violence when they arrive as war 

refugees. “Women were not being believed when recounting their experiences, and were being further traumatised 

by the asylum process, according to the Refugee Council.” It is important that the government should tackle issue 

with the same passion at home as it's doing out of the country and protects the survivors of sexual violence. 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/11/protocol-launched-sexual-violence-in-conflict 

Date Accessed: 12.06.2014 

(Anjana John) 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Training to empower sexual minorities in Karnataka 
(Vincent D’Souza, The New Indian Express, June 10, 2014) 

 

For the first time in the country a government agency, Karnataka State Women’s Development Corporation has 

launched ‘Sexual Minorities Empowerment Programme’ under which transgenders will be trained in various skills 

and given seed money to start a business of their choice. Mysore district has been selected to start the programme on 

a pilot basis and it is expected to develop in other districts in the future. “89 beneficiaries across the district have 

been chosen for the programme with the assistance of Ashodaya Samiti, an NGO working for the welfare of sexual 

minorities, sex workers and transgenders.” The beneficiaries have been categorized in three batches and each batch 

will undergo six days training in RUDSET Institute where they will be taught the nuance of businesses. 

 

Training will be given in fields of their choice like running a beauty parlour, nursery, tea shop, petty shop, iron shop, 

animal husbandry, sheep rearing etc. The beneficiaries will receive Rs.20, 000 each from the Corporation as incen-

tive which does not have be repaid after their training. Self Help Groups (SHGs) formed by a group of five trans-

genders will receive Rs 1 lakh which will enable them to establish a shop collectively. “While transgenders in cities 

S O C I E T Y  
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prefer beauty parlours, their counterparts in villages are interested in cattle and sheep rearing.” The purpose of the 

programme is to encourage the transgenders, make them independent and lead a respectable life. This initiative will 

open a window of choices for sexual minorities who until now were sex workers or lived by collecting alms. 

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/Training-to-Empower-Sexual-Minorities/2014/06/10/

article2272790.ece 

Date Accessed: 10.06.2014 

(Anjana John) 
 

10kg free rice to destitute ration cardholders in Chhattis-

garh 
(The Times of India, June 11, 2014) 

  

The state government in Chhattisgarh has decided to give 10kg free rice per month under public distribution system 

to single-member ration cardholders. The decision is estimated to benefit seven lakh destitute of single-member ra-

tion cardholders in the state, who were earlier required to pay Rs 1 per kg. 

  

“The order has already been implemented and officials concerned have started the verification process, said sources.  

  

According to circular issued by food, civil supply and consumer protection department, the list of ration cardholders 

of destitute category has been made available at food offices. 

  

During the distribution of ration, a seal of '10kg free rice' will also be imprinted on cards of those included in depart-

mental list.” 

  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Raipur/10kg-free-rice-to-destitute-ration-cardholders-in-Raipur/

articleshow/36363689.cms 

Date Accessed: 12.06.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

REGIONAL 

Maharashtra's Insurance Scheme fails to provide adequate 

Cover to Farmers 
(Aparna and Pallavi, Down To Earth, June 09, 2014) 

 

This article highlights how the extension of crop insurance to orchard crops- orange, sweet lime and guava- under 

the Weather Based Crop Insurance Scheme (WBCIS) in Maharashtra does not provide adequate crop loss protec-

tion.  The scheme has been extended over 17 districts where these orchard crops are predominantly grown. 

 

According to the government resolution, while 50 percent of the insurance premium will be borne by the Central 

and State governments, the remaining 50 percent has to be paid by the farmer. Farmers will be entitled to an assured 

compensation of Rs. 60, 000 per ha after paying a premium of Rs 3,600 per hectare for orange and sweet lime. On 

the other hand by bearing a premium cost of Rs. 1,800 per ha for guava, a compensation of Rs 30,000 per ha will be 

provided to farmers. 

 

According to the secretary of the Maharashtra Orange Growers Association the two month cover is insufficient as 

the mruga orange and sweet lime season extends till the month of March. Moreover, it is during this time that storms 

and hail pose a grave threat of damaging matured fruit and causing immature fruit to be shed. Secondly, the manda-

tory premium amounts have been considered to be too high for farmers. They argue that the financial terms should 

cover the entire crop period and currently excluded factors like storms and hail. Thirdly the insurance cover should 

include crop damage caused due to white-fly epidemic which is a major concern. 

S O C I E T Y  
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However, Nagpur division joint commissioner of agriculture, Vijay Gawde, argued that the inclusion of the hail 

storm damaged crops within the ambit of insurance might end up making it all the more expensive. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/maharashtras-insurance-scheme-orchard-owners-draws-angry-protests 

Date Accessed: 11.06.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 
 

Measures for the relief of Kerala rubber farmers proposed 

in state assembly 
(The Hindu, June 11, 2014) 
  
On the account of rising suicide rates of rubber farmers in Kerala, state Chief P.C. George raised the issue of free 

fall of rubber prices and called for immediate government intervention in the state assembly. Rubber farming is an 

important source of income for around 11.5 lakh rubber farmers in Kerala. However, rising cost of production, de-

clining prices of rubber and increasing rubber imports have made rubber production un-remunerative. 

 

Kerala accounts for 90 percent of the rubber production in the country. Kerala Chief highlighted that a large number 

of rubber farmers cultivate in very small plots of land. Of the state’s total 6.59 lakh hectares under rubber cultiva-

tion, 10.2 lakh farmers cultivate rubber in less than 1.5 acres. Kerala chief also highlighted that the centre’s decision 

to import of 3.27 lakh tonnes of natural rubber last year added to the problems of rubber farmers. Kerala Chief Min-

ister, Ooman Chandy, added that the price of natural rubber has fallen from Rs.245/kg from 2011 to Rs.144/kg in 

2014. 
 

In response to the plight of rubber farmers, the state government had initiated several steps which were terminated 

because of general elections. It was decided to procure rubber from the open market by three state government agen-

cies at Rs.2/kg more than the daily market price. It was also decided to give the procuring state agencies Rs.6 as 

handling charge. Along with the emphasis on these measures for the improvement of the sector, additional recom-

mendations were made in the state assembly. A subsidy of Rs.5/kg was suggested by P.C. George to state agencies 

responsible for procuring rubber. An import duty of 20 percent or Rs.34/kg, is also suggested on rubber imports 

which will give relief to domestic rubber farmers. 

 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/kerala/kerala-rubber-farmers-suicides-crop-up-in-assembly_938722.html 

Date Accessed: 09.06.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

Kudumbashree to build a Green Tribal village in Kerala 
(Press Trust of India, June 08, 2014) 
 

The state government run Kudumbashree Self Help Group (SHG) programme in Kerala that has marked its success 

in various fields ranging from pickle making to IT business is planning to foray into the construction sector. 
 

Kudumbashree Constructions, which is yet to be registered, has embarked on a plan to build a 'tribal village’ at 

Edakkattuvayal in Ernakulam district with women engineers and masons. As many as 220 women have already been 

trained in construction related works with the aim of inculcating a skilled workforce. The project will make efforts 

to rehabilitate 87 landless tribal families living in the fringes of the district. Apart from this, 'Kudumbashree' plans to 

transform it into a complete 'green' village with eco-friendly houses, biogas plants and vegetable orchards. 
 

This venture is supported by agencies including COSTFORD (The Centre of Science and Technology for Rural De-

velopment), a non-profit making voluntary organisation specialising in cost-effective architecture, the state Sched-

uled Tribes Development Department and Agricultural Department have offered support to the venture. 
 

http://www.ptinews.com/Features/features.aspx?pagenum=1&fet_id=271435 

Date Accessed: 11.06.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 
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Gujarat gets approval to raise height of Narmada Dam 
(Outlook, June 12, 2014)  
 

The Narmada Control Authority (NCA) gave its approval to Gujarat government for raising the height of the Sardar 

Sarovar Dam to 138.68 metres from the present 121.92 meters. Chief Minister Anandiben Patel made the announce-

ment about the NCA nod during her visit to Junagadh. 

 

However, the NCA's decision was received with strong disapproval by the Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA), a 

movement against construction of large dams on the Narmada river. Its chairperson Medha Patkar termed the move 

as undemocratic, saying that no consideration had been given to the fact that a large number of villages will be sub-

merged. "The decision taken is undemocratic as the government has not considered the fact that 2.5 lakh people are 

living in the area which will submerge due to the raising of the height of the dam," Patkar said. 

  

A government release said that the Supreme Court directed to set-up sub-groups to examine the specific issues re-

lated to dam construction, rehabilitation and resettlement. It said, "After considering the report of the sub-group and 

deliberations amongst the four states involved, the Narmada Control Authority allowed Sardar Sarovar Narmada 

Nigam Ltd. To construct piers, overhead bridge and installations of gates as per the draft design duly complying 

with the conditions as laid down by the sub-groups." 

 

Medha Patker said, “Sardar Sarovar dam at its present height itself has 2 lakh people in its affected region. So, if the 

height is raised by installing 17 metre-high gates, the densely populated villages in Nimad area of Madhya Pradesh 

with houses, farms, shops, temples, mosques and standing crops will face a watery grave.” Not less than 2.5 lakh 

people, famer, fish workers, potters, shopkeepers will face deluge and devastation, without rehabilitation, if the 

height is raised, she added.  

 

http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/Gujarat-Gets-Approval-to-Raise-Height-of-Narmada-Dam/844261 

Date Accessed: 13.06.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 
 

Assam launches rural water project 
(Times of India, June 12, 2014) 

 

The Assam government has launched the rural water supply and sanitation project for low income states (RWSSP-

LIS) in seven districts of the state. The project will cover 5,041 dwellings in 179 gram panchayats and aims to pro-

vide clean water to over 13 lakh people in the state over a six-year period. 

 

The project will link gram panchayats with other levels of government, strengthen the capacity of panchayati raj 

institutions, integrate water supply and sanitation interventions, promote solid and liquid waste management and 

encourage awareness programmes on health and hygiene. 

 

The sanitation module will include construction of household toilets, soak-pits, improvements in drain and lanes, 

community awareness programmes for better sanitation and hygiene practices, along with incentives for achieving 

'open defecation-free' status. 

 

To address the issue of low tap water coverage which is less than 10% in Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand and Uttar 

Pradesh, the ministry of drinking water and sanitation and the World Bank have jointly developed the project. The 

project was launched in Jharkhand recently and is slated to be launched in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh soon. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/Assam-launches-rural-water-project/articleshow/36420246.cms 

Date Accessed: 13.06.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 
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Children 

Poverty forces children into Kalamkari industry 
(The Hindu, June 12, 2014) 

 

The article reports that driven by poverty, many children below the age group of 14 get employed in Kalamkari pro-

duction units in Pedana, Andhra Pradesh as daily wage workers. These children are mostly students in local govern-

ment schools who work in the industry in summers to contribute to the family’s income. The children in these units 

earn a maximum wage of Rs. 50 for boys and Rs. 40 for girls a day. 

 

“There are many children who work in the industry round the year just to contribute income to the family. No offi-

cial data or study on the total workforce and child labour involved in the industry was available till date. In some 

circumstances, the children are even asked to work close to the colour preparation process that continuously gener-

ates heat from the stove.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/poverty-forces-children-into-kalamkari-industry/

article6097982.ece?homepage=true 

Date Accessed: 12.06.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
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INDIA IN THE WORLD 

India to become the 7
th

 Wealthiest Nation by 2018 
(domain-b, June 10, 2014) 

 

With the 14th annual report on global wealth-management industry revealing India’s gradual jump in global rankings

- from 16th in 2012 to the 15th position with 1,75,000 millionaire households in 2013, India is projected to be the 

seventh wealthiest nation in the next four years.  Last year, the total number of millionaire households across the 

globe rose to 16.3 million from 13.7 million millionaire households in 2012. 

 

The report titled 'Riding a Wave of Growth: Global Wealth 2014' was prepared by the Boston Consulting Group 

stated further that the global private financial wealth grew by 14.6 per cent in 2013 to reach a total of $152 trillion. 

According to the report, the strong GDP growths of China, India and Indonesia have been the key drivers of in-

creased private wealth in the Asia-Pacific region. While North America and Western Europe remain the wealthiest 

regions with $50.3 trillion and $37.9 trillion respectively, the Asia-Pacific region is not far behind with a wealth 

accumulation of $37 trillion. 

 

Qatar had the highest density of millionaire households (175 out of every 1,000 households), followed by Switzer-

land (127) and Singapore (100). The density of billionaire households was highest in the US followed by Hong 

Kong and Switzerland. 

 

The ultra high net worth (UHNW) households are projected to grow at a rate of 9.1 percent over a five-year period, 

holding an estimated $13 trillion in wealth by the end of 2018. 

 

http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf 

Date Accessed:13.06.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

India's internet spread lowest in Asia Pacific, finds study 
(Domain b.com, June 6, 2014) 

 

India has the lowest internet penetration growth in the Asia Pacific (APAC) region, at 17.4 per cent, as of 

May 2014, according to a research by “eMarketer”. It is also reported that while internet penetration has re-

corded slowest improvement, user growth rate has been the highest, at a rate of 28.9 per cent, in India. 

 

It is predicted that Asia-Pacific will have the largest online population of any region in the world by 2014 end, i.e. 

over 1.33 billion internet users. In terms of internet penetration, South Korea accounted for the highest 78.9 per cent 

growth in APAC followed by Japan (77.3 per cent), Australia (76 per cent), China (48.5 per cent) and Indonesia (33 

per cent). India has the third-largest online user base globally (after China and the US) but other emerging 

markets, like Indonesia, have performed better in terms of internet penetration as of May 2014. 
 

In terms of user growth, India led Asia Pacific nations at 28.9 per cent growth rate followed by Indonesia (14.9 

per cent), China (6 per cent), Australia (1.7 per cent), Japan (0.8 per cent) and South Korea (0.7 per cent). Less inter-

net developed markets have performed better as they have relatively smaller bases and also because saturation is far 

off in these countries. 

 

Emarketer has predicted double-digit growth rates in India's Internet population till 2018. By contrast, it expects 

online populations of South Korea and Japan to stagnate over the same period. Industry body Internet and Mobile 

Association of India (IAMAI) also expects India's internet user base to touch 243 million by July, projecting a year-

on-year growth of 28 per cent. 

  

http://domain-b.com/infotech/itnews/20140606_internet.html 

Date Accessed: 09.06.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 

I N D I A ’ S  W O R L D  

http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/economy/general/20140610_projected.html#sthash.09s3G0Xx.dpuf
http://domain-b.com/infotech/itnews/20140606_internet.html
http://domain-b.com/infotech/itnews/20140606_internet.html
http://domain-b.com/infotech/itnews/20140606_internet.html
http://domain-b.com/infotech/itnews/20140606_internet.html
http://domain-b.com/infotech/itnews/20140606_internet.html
http://domain-b.com/infotech/itnews/20140606_internet.html
http://domain-b.com/infotech/itnews/20140606_internet.html
http://domain-b.com/infotech/itnews/20140606_internet.html
http://domain-b.com/infotech/itnews/20140606_internet.html
http://domain-b.com/infotech/itnews/20140606_internet.html
http://domain-b.com/infotech/itnews/20140606_internet.html
http://domain-b.com/infotech/itnews/20140606_internet.html
http://domain-b.com/infotech/itnews/20140606_internet.html
http://domain-b.com/infotech/itnews/20140606_internet.html
http://domain-b.com/infotech/itnews/20140606_internet.html
http://domain-b.com/infotech/itnews/20140606_internet.html


 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 2 . 4 2  P a g e  2 7  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

 INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Relief funds nearly exhausted for crisis in Central African 

Republic 
(UN News Centre, June 10, 2014) 
 

This article highlights the concern of the lead UN food and refugee agencies regarding lack of donor attention 

threatening to cut off aid to thousands trying to escape violence in the Central African Republic (CAR). 

 

Elisabeth Byrs, spokesperson for the UN World Food Programme (WFP) said in the bi-weekly humanitarian brief-

ing in Geneva that $15 million is needed to cover urgent funding until December as refugees and stateless persons 

continued to arrive in Cameroon from neighbouring CAR. At present the current projected shortfall is 90 percent. 

 

“The immediate priority across host countries is to address the acute needs of these refugees, and to plan for the rain 

season, which will create conditions for the outbreak of disease and challenge overland delivery,” Ms. Byrs told 

reporters. 

 

The number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) remains at more than half a million across the CAR since De-

cember 2013, and more than 120,000 refugees have fled to neighbouring countries. 

 

The Regional Refugee Response Plan involves WFP, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) along with 13 other partners in the four countries affected by the CAR refugee crisis – Cameroon, Chad, 

the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and the Republic of the Congo. 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48010#.U5lPUfmSyVJ 

Date Accessed: 11.6.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

Unemployment rate shows slow economic recovery in US 
(Rob Garver, The Fiscal Times, April 07, 2014) 

  

The Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta’s 2013 annual report has revealed that economic recovery of the U.S. econ-

omy in the years following the recession of 2007-2009 is part of a worsening historical trend. The recovery from 

each of the last three recessions is measured by the amount of time it takes to restore all the jobs lost during the re-

cession. 

  

From 1950 to 1989, the U.S. suffered seven different economic recessions, and the average amount of time required 

to replace the lost jobs was 10 months. But the recession of 1990-1991 took 23 months, the 2001 recession took 

38 months, and the Great Recession of 2007-2009 has been ongoing for 57 months, and still isn’t complete.  
  

According to the report, “at the end of last year almost 38 percent of unemployed people had been jobless for at least 

27 weeks, by far the highest percentage of long-term unemployment since World War II. Moreover, 12.6 million 

people left the labor force in the six years through December 2013.”  

  

One of the differences between this recovery and those in the past was the austerity measures the government 

adopted to reduce spending. The study notes that public sector employment has historically weathered economic 

downturns well. But this time around, with officials at all levels of government citing the need to slash spending, 

government employment dropped precipitously, creating more unemployed workers with little spending power. The 

cuts were felt most dramatically at the local level, but all layers of government experienced reductions. As with 

many industries, government employment remains below pre-recession levels. 

  

Researchers mentioned that the slow pace at which U.S. businesses have been growing is also one of the concerns. 

Although the unemployment rate fell faster than expected in the latter part of 2013—roughly four-and-a-half years 
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into the recovery—hiring rates at firms were still relatively subdued. 

  

It was further added that the diversity of the types of businesses that create jobs, large firms, small firms, young 

firms, old firms, creates a significant economic policy challenge and no single policy is necessarily going to be ef-

fective in solving the jobs problem in the United States. 

 

 http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/Articles/2014/04/07/Unemployment-Shows-Why-Were-Getting-Worse-Economic-

Recoveries 

Date Accessed: 13.06.2014 

(Neha Singh) 

 

World trade dominated by "broker" countries, according to 

research 
(Colin Smith, domain-b, May 05, 2014) 

 

A team from Imperial College London, have designed a new computational model to determine how networks be-

tween countries enable some to emerge stronger trading nations than others. Computer scientists have shown how 

Germany uses its power to dominate trade between smaller countries in the European Union, using a new method. 

 

The researchers have demonstrated its potential by using data from the World Trade Organisation and the United 

Nations COMTRADE database to analyse the complex trading networks between countries. They determined 

whether countries were ''brokers'', which have extensive trade partnerships with other nations, or ''peripherals'', 

which are forced to rely on brokers to trade, locking them into economic dependency. 

 

Their analysis shows how Germany is the largest brokerage power in the European Union (EU), becoming the big-

gest broker since its re-unification in 1991. New members to the EU such as Poland become more peripheral as they 

join the EU. Having to sever all existing trading agreements with other non-EU members as a requirement of joining 

the EU, while waiting for the perceived positive effects of accession to materialise, is a reason why newer members  

become peripheral in the world trade and are more dependent on Germany, suggest the researchers. 

 

It also suggests that the trade bonanza is not trickling through to newer members who are losing out due to Ger-

many's dominant position. Using their model, the researchers were also able to compare the rise of countries to bro-

ker status and a decline in the status of others around the world. For example, they tracked China's emergence from 

the periphery to becoming a global broker. This rise started in the early 1970s with President Nixon's international 

legitimization of the country. Later, trade took off after China's accession to the World Trade Organization in 2001. 

The country then surpassed the USA to become the world's biggest broker by 2010. This process enabled the coun-

try to rapidly expand and enmesh itself in global trade. 

 

In recent years, the status of the US as the world's largest broker nation has been diminished, according to the re-

search. The country's broker rating dropped during the 1980s. The team were also able to show the decline of Brit-

ain's once dominant trade network. Its broker status and subsequently its trading links were diminished since the loss 

of its Empire in the 1960s. 

 

http://www.domain-b.com/economy/worldeconomy/20140505_broker.html#sthash.K06xtPEZ.dpufhttp://

www.domain-b.com/economy/worldeconomy/20140505_broker.html 

Date Accessed: 13.06.2014 

(Neha Singh) 
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SOUTH ASIA 
China takes new steps to boost growth 
(BBC News, June 12, 2014) 
This article highlights new measures announced by China aimed at bolstering its economic growth. China's econ-

omy expanded by 7.4% in the January-to-March period, from a year ago, down from 7.7% growth in the final quar-

ter of last year and the new steps are announced amid concerns over a slowdown in China's economy - the world's 

second-largest. 

China's central bank asserted that it will encourage banks to lend more to exporters to boost shipments. The State 

Council emphasized a decision to build a multi-tier transport system along the Yangtze River in order to help create 

a new economic belt along the river. These include plans to build railways, roads and airports along the river - 

which connects China's less developed inland provinces to Shanghai. 

 

"Better use of the so-called 'golden waterway' can boost economic integration between developed and impoverished 

regions and inject fresh energy into China's economic growth," the State Cabinet was quoted as saying by the state-

owned Xinhua news agency. 

 

China has also announced various other steps to boost growth in recent weeks: 

 In April, the government said it will cut taxes on small firms and speed up the construction of railway lines 

across the country. 

 Sell 150bn yuan ($24.6bn; £14.5bn) worth of government bonds to finance the increased investment in rail-

ways. 

 The central bank will cut the reserve requirement ratio (RRR) - the amount of cash banks needs to keep in 

reserve - for banks engaged in lending to agriculture-related businesses and small companies. 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/business-27807049 

Date Accessed: 12.6.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

EAST AND SOUTH EAST ASIA 
China to ban pollution- causing vehicles 
(China Daily USA, June 11, 2014) 
 

China aims to remove 6 million high-emission vehicles off the road this year to reduce pollution, according to the 

Ministry of Environmental Protection. Over 2.4 million vehicles will be removed from roads in the municipalities 

and provinces of Beijing, Tianjin, Hebei, Yangtze River Delta and Pearl River Delta. The office of China’s Cabinet 

State Council has prepared an action plan and has been distributed to local authorities, according to the ministry of 

environmental protection. The ministry has urged local authorities to make stimulus policies and impose stronger 

laws to eradicate such vehicles. 

 

Pollutants released by cars have been found as a leading cause for air pollution and persistent smog in parts of the 

country. China is the world's largest auto market and producer for  past five years, with production and sales both 

exceeding 20 million units for the first time in 2013. Official statistics showed car ownership in the country has in-

creased to 137 million last year. In China, the ‘yellow-label cars’- the vehicles that fail to meet national emission 

standards constitute 10 percent of the country's total number of cars and release about half of all car pollutants, ac-

cording to official statistics. 

 

http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/business/2014-06/11/content_17579946.htm 

Date Accessed: 11.06.2014 

(Anjana John) 
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AMERICAS 

Racial segregation hindering the growth of countries in  

Southern US 
(Eileen Shim, The Atlantic, January 27, 2014) 
  
A recent research has revealed that growth in the United States of America (USA) has been highly uneven over the 

past years, with South American countries lagging behind the others in terms of development. The study calculates 

“economic mobility” index based on various social as well as economic factors, concluding that some countries in 

the US, especially in the south, have failed to achieve “upward mobility”. The reason for such a “regional bias” in 

the US is found to be racial segregation which, in turn, has led to income segregation. 

  

The study was undertaken by a research team from Harvard University, who formulated “mobility index” to assess 

social as well as economic freedom of opportunities in the US.  In order to make the index multidimensional, the 

study analyzed various social factors, including parent/child income, college attendance, teenage birth, local public 

goods and tax policies, the quality of schools and access to higher education, the availability of jobs, migration rates, 

community organizations and the stability of family structures. On the basis of these factors, the team calculated the 

likelihood of a child from the bottom 20% of the economy working up to the top 20%. 

  

It was found that the national average 

of economic mobility in the US was 

very low, at 7.8%.   Moreover, 

the study reveals acute inequality in 

terms of achieving upward mobility, 

in some pockets in the US, especially 

the south. The following map illus-

trates this regional divide in the US’s 

growth story: 

                               

 In the map, the areas with the worst 

upward mobility chances are dispro-

portionately concentrated in the South 

and around Ohio. The reason for this 

“regional divide” is found to be race. 

The study found that the chance of 

achieving upward mobility was low 

for both “whites as well as African-

American families living in black 

neighbourhoods.” Such racial segre-

gation can potentially create income segregation; affecting “low-income whites as well as blacks” The report also 

concludes that “kids from stable families and well-off communities with lots of resources are more likely to do 

well.” To illustrate, in Salt Lake City and San Jose, the probability of moving from the bottom fifth to the top fifth is 

as high as 12.9%. In others, such as Charlotte and Indianapolis, it is as low as 4.4%. 

  

Therefore, it is concluded that South US does not provide a favourable environment for upward mobility of its peo-

ple because of its highly segregated neighbourhoods, low income and low number of high schools and colleges. The 

sharp difference in upward mobility in different regions led the researchers to state, "The U.S. is better described as 

a collection of societies, some of which are 'lands of opportunity' with high rates of mobility across generations, and 

others in which few children escape poverty." 

  

http://www.policymic.com/articles/80189/the-american-dream-is-dead-in-thesouth?

utm_source=TFT&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Apr 
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