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 New government may combine related departments into super-ministries  

 India urges Switzerland to ratify global tax convention 

 India has maximum infant deaths in the world 

 

SECTION 1: THE ECONOMY  
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 RBI may ease norms for infrastructure funding 
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Document for Public 
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Key Message  
 

 

Policy Watch is a key instrument of RGICS's vision and strategy.  

RGICS's core vision is opening up the Indian state to peoples' voice -- in its leg-

islative, executive and judicial functions.  

Elected representatives and political parties have a central responsibility in chan-

neling peoples' voice into the functioning of the State. In turn, this requires en-

hancing the knowledge and capacity of elected representatives and political par-

ties on State policy. 

Policy Watch informs elected representatives and other political leaders about 

key policy developments nationally and globally. This will enable them to inter-

vene in policy decision making and reflect people's voice.  

Produced by a dedicated and talented team of scholars at RGICS, led by our 

young RG-RALs, Policy Watch is a unique product that presents information and 

analysis about policy for a political audience.  Policy Watch has by now covered 

over a thousand policy issues. 
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Women and Political Participation in India 
Scenario 
The nature of society and state has a decisive impact on the extent and effectiveness of women’s political presence 

and participation. Notions of democracy, governance and the state are often not gender neutral constructs but are a 

cumulative result of both historical factors and experiences. The state and its organizational entities reflect the same 

social forces as other social organizations. [1] 

 

In India, where women constitute half the population the number of women parliamentarians has never exceeded 15 

per cent of all seats. At the state level, their membership in the legislatures is abysmally low, lower than their num-

bers in the parliament. In the recently concluded 16th Lok Sabha elections, sixty one women candidates won, which 

is by far the highest number of women who will have a seat in the Indian Parliament.  However, the representation 

of women in Indian political institutions remains low which signifies deep flaws in India’s political democracy. 

 

Demand for greater political representation of women in India 
The demand for greater representation of women in political institutions in India was not taken up in a systematic 

way until the setting up of the Committee on the Status of Women in India (CSWI) in 1976. Before this the focus of 

the growing women's movement had been on improving women's socio-economic position. In 1988, the National 

Perspective Plan for Women suggested that a 30 per cent quota for women be introduced at all levels of elective 

bodies. Introduced first by the Deve Gowda Government in 1996 the women's reservation bill- which proposes to 

reserve 33 per cent of seats in Parliament and State Legislative Assemblies for women has been stuck in legislation 

for the last 18 years. 

 

Despite the lament of leaders like Sonia Gandhi and efforts by successive governments to push the bill, the bill 

could be passed only in the Rajya Sabha on 9 March, 2010 and the Lok Sabha is yet to muster the courage or con-

sensus to do the same. 

 

Forms of reservation for women in other countries 
While India has been unable to translate the bill into legislation, women reservation in various forms have been in-

troduced in a number of other countries. Data from International Institute for Democratic and Electoral Assistance 

(IDEA), Stockholm, 2014, shows that an increasing number of countries are introducing different types of gender 

quotas for public elections. Currently 97 countries apply constitutional, electoral or political party gender quotas. A 

distinction between two separate dimensions in the definition of women’s reservations is clearly made by Dahlerup 

(2006). The first dimension covers the mandating authority, that is who has mandated the quota system, while the 

second dimension explores the selection and nomination process that the reservation targets. [2] 

 

The most common forms of reservation are quotas, either in the number of seats reserved for women or the setting 

of a minimum share for women on the candidate lists for elections. While setting a quota in seats regulates the num-

ber of women getting elected to the parliament, establishing a minimum share in the candidates list can either be a 

legal requirement or be written into the statutes of individual political parties.  

Figure 1: The Percentage of Seats Re-

served for Women Candidates in Parlia-

ment 

Considering a number of nations across 

Asia and Africa, one can see that in the 

early 1990s countries like Philippines, 

Pakistan and Bangladesh legislated quo-

tas for female representatives, ranging 

from 10 to 35 per cent of seats. 
 

Data Source: Quota Project, International 

IDEA, Stockholm University and Inter- Parlia-

mentary Union 

 

C o v e r  S t o r y  
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Figure 2: Legislated quotas 

(percentage) for women candi-

dates in political parties 
 

Figure: 2 shows that Argentina 

in early 1990s started reserva-

tion for female political repre-

sentation at the political party 

level which was rapidly adopted 

by other countries.  
 

In countries like France, Korea 

and Nepal the share of women 

in the list of candidates has been 

legislated to be as high as 50 

percent in countries such as 

France, Korea and Nepal 

among others. 

 
Source: Quota Project, International IDEA, Stockholm University and Inter-Parliamentary Union  

 
An analysis of the trend of women representation in Indian Legislature speaks volumes of their significant 

under-representation in political institutions in the country.  
 

Participation of women in the 16th Lok Sabha Elections: 
 The 16th Lok Sabha has seen the highest number of women contesting elections since the 1957. Out of the total 

8,136 candidates, 668 were women, viz. 8.21 percent of the total candidates. [3] This is an increase of more than 

one per cent from the 2009 general election figure. 

 Interestingly, the success rate of women in the 16th Lok Sabha elections is in fact better than that of male candi-

dates. In the 16th Lok Sabha elections, 61 women candidates out of 668 (i.e. 9.13 per cent of the total women 

candidates) got elected to the Lok Sabha. While for the male candidates, the success percentage was only 6.36 

per cent (Of the 7,578 men who contested the polls, 482 emerged victorious).  

 
Table 1: Party wise number of women MPs in 16th Lok Sabha 

Performance of women candidates from BJP improved with 28 MPs in 2014 general elections as against its count of 

14 women MPs in 2009.  
 

TMC has 

also seen 

a good 

increase 

over its 

past per-

formance 

from 4 to 

18 in the 

2014 

elections. 

Con-

gress, on 

the other 

hand, has 

seen a 

fall from 

23 in 2009 to only 3 in 2014      (Source : Election Commission of India ) 

C o v e r  S t o r y  

Party Number  of women 

MPs 
Number of male 

MPs 
Total number of 

MPs 
Percentage share of women 

MPs to total MPs 

Apna Dal 1 1 2 50 

AIADMK 4 33 37 11 

BJD 2 18 20 10 

BJP 28 254 282 10 

CPI (M) 1 8 9 11 

INC 4 41 45 9 

LJP 1 5 6 17 

NCP 1 5 6 17 

PDP 1 2 3 33 

SAD 1 3 4 25 

SP 1 4 5 20 

TMC 13 33 46 28 

TRS 1 10 11 9 

YSR CONGRESS 2 9 11 18 

http://news.outlookindia.com/items.aspx?artid=841494
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Table 2: Number of winning female candidates for different states in India in 16th Lok Sabha: 

In terms of states performance, the interesting change 

was noted in West Bengal, where the number of 

women winning has doubled. It now stands at 14 of 42 

candidates from the state.  

 

 This is followed by Uttar Pradesh, with 13 seats, 

which does not show any change since 2009. 

 

 

In 2014, the Congress Party nominated 13 per cent of its 

women candidates to total candidates compared to 10 per 

cent in 2009 General Elections.  

 

BJP has decreased the proportion of women candidates to 

total candidates, nominating 9 per cent women candidates 

to its total candidates compared to 10 per cent in 2009. [4] 

 
Note: figures in bracket show the total number of Lok Sabha 

seats in the state   

 

(Source: Election Commission of India) 

 

Participation of women in the 15th Lok Sabha 
The previous 15th Lok Sabha also highlights underrepre-

sentation of women in Indian political institutions: 

 

 In the 15th Lok Sabha, 10 per cent of the total elected parliamentarians (59 of the 543 seats) were women. 

 Of the 8070 of the total candidates who contested elections, only 6.9 per cent candidates were women. 

 Moreover, only 29 per cent of these women candidates were ticket-holders of national or state political parties. 

Women candidates contesting as independents have been a trend in India. The number of women contesting as 

independents spiked in 1996 Lok Sabha elections, but it has been moderate since then. While 34 percent of the 

female candidates belonged to Registered Unrecognized parties, 37 per cent ran as independents. 

 

Table 3: Percentage of women candidates by political parties in the 15th Lok Sabha:        

 

The party with the highest representation of women 

was the All India Trinamool Congress (AITC), with 

18.5 percent women candidates. 

 

The BJP and the Congress ranked third and fourth 

respectively, with only 10.16 percent and   9.77 per-

cent of their 425-plus candidates being women. 

 

A total of 207 women candidates contested as inde-

pendents in the 2009 General elections, with none of 

them winning the elections. 

 

(Source: Election Commission of India ) 

 
A state-wise view highlights that maximum number of women candidates was from Uttar Pradesh where 100 

women contested with 13 of them winning. In Maharashtra, 55 women contested but only 3 won. In Bihar, 46 

women contested and 4 of them reached the Lok Sabha. [5] 

 

C o v e r  S t o r y  

file:///C:/Users/RGICS/Documents/Desktop%20Items/Desktop/Election%20Commission%20of%20India;%20at%20http:/www.indiaspend.com/special-reports/bengal-leads-charge-of-women-mps-14699
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Figure 3: A states wise view of number of women candidates who contested and won in 15th Lok Sabha:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Source: https://in.news.yahoo.com/photos/the-indian-election-story-in-graphics-slideshow/how-women-fared- 

in-2009-lok-sabha-polls-photo-1398846354095.html) 

 

The global experimentation with different forms of women’s reservations provides valuable lessons 

for India both inspirational and an early warning, regardless of the passage of the bill here. 

 
Table 4: Selected countries with per cent women in the Lower and Upper House:  

 

India ranks 113, much below Pakistan (at rank 72) and South Africa (at rank 5) in terms of percentage of 

women in the Lower as well as Upper House/the Senate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Source: http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/

classif.htm) 

C o v e r  S t o r y  

https://in.news.yahoo.com/photos/the-indian-election-story-in-graphics-slideshow/how-women-fared-%20in-2009-lok-sabha-polls-photo-1398846354095.html
https://in.news.yahoo.com/photos/the-indian-election-story-in-graphics-slideshow/how-women-fared-%20in-2009-lok-sabha-polls-photo-1398846354095.html
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Pakistan experience:  some early warning signals 

The trend that has been observed in Pakistan, where 17 percent of the seats in the National Assembly were reserved 

for women in 2002 shows that 

 In the absence of a pool of potential women candidates, a reservation policy would accomplish little more than 

tokenism.  

 Additionally, it is likely that political parties will field women only from seats that are reserved for them, making 

the general seats – male only. 

 

Pakistan’s example demonstrates how quotas can often perpetuate the perception that women should only contest 

from seats earmarked for them, creating therefore a glass ceiling preventing women from contesting general seats. 

Unfortunately like other Asian countries, India too, appears to be headed in the same direction as Pakistan. 

 

South African experience: strong positive externalities 

 Unlike Pakistan’s experience, other countries such as South Africa, Germany, and Sweden have successfully 

achieved similar levels of female representation through voluntary quotas by political parties.  

 With women comprising 44.8 percent of its current National Assembly, South Africa serves as an excellent ex-

ample of a successful experiment with voluntary party quotas. 

 The African National Congress (ANC) started discussions on quotas for women since 1991 and the presently 

National Assembly of South Africa has 43.5 percent women. The ANC’s voluntary quota for women also had 

significant positive externalities on the opposition parties. 

  While the opposition parties did not commit themselves to quotas, the ANC’s quotas had a spillover effect, 

leading to an increase in the proportion of women in opposition parties from 14.2 percent in 1994, to an impres-

sive 31 percent in 2009.  

 The South African experience demonstrates, even a single party setting voluntary quotas can have widespread 

positive effects on a country’s political environment as whole. It also underscores the importance of women’s 

movements within parties.  

 

Unpreparedness of Indian political parties  
The vision and mission of several Indian political parties reveal an inclination to increase women participation 

among their rank and file. However, the challenge among Indian political parties is that such rules/constitutions are 

seldom followed.: 

 

 According to the Constitution of the INC, 33 percent of the seats in different Committees, 33 percent of mem-

bers of the Executive Committees, and 33 percent of the seats for the All India Congress Committee (AICC) are 

to be reserved for women. 

 Similarly, Rule 9 of the Trinamool Congress’s constitution reserves 33 percent of seats in different committees 

for women. 

  Even the newly formed Aam Aadmi Party has a ruling that 7 of the 30 members in its highest executive body, 

be women. 

 

This shows that Political parties, collectively, have not been able to meet their decided benchmarks to ensure women 

participation. 

 

A Brookings India working paper “Women in Party Politics” [6] (April 2014) by S Ravi and R. Sandhu suggests that 

a few measures, if applied with commitment, can bring about a favourable change in the current scenario. 

 Parties need to evolve internally to facilitate a greater culture of inclusiveness and operational democracy, for 

example, measures like internal party quotas. 

 The Election Commission of India too can play a pivotal role by holding parties accountable for their stated rules 

and promises in their Constitutions and manifestos. 

 The paper also stresses that there are strong lessons, which can help improve the design and implementation of 

quotas for women, and therefore, result in better female representation in Indian politics. 

C o v e r  S t o r y  
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According to S Ravi and R. Sandhu, “In almost all political systems, no matter what electoral regime, it is the politi-

cal parties, not the voters that constitute the real gatekeepers to elected offices.” Such fundamental reforms at any 

party level are suggested to serve as necessary and strategic complements to the Women’s Reservation Bill.  This 

can ensure that the enactment of Women’s Reservation Bill will not result in mere tokenism. 

 

 

Compiled by: 

Junty Sharma Pathak 

Mahima Malik 
 

 

References: 
[1] http://www.du.ac.in/fileadmin/DU/Academics/course_material/hrge_08.pdf 

[2] S Ravi and R. Sandhu, Brookings India, working paper “Women in Party Politics” [6] (April 2014), at http://brookings.in/wp-

content/uploads/2014/04/Ravi-Sandhu-Brookings-India-Working-Paper.pdf 

[3] http://news.in.msn.com/elections-2014/contesting-polls-remains-a-male-preserve 

[3] http://www.indiaspend.com/special-reports/bengal-leads-charge-of-women-mps-14699 

[4] http://www.indiaspend.com/special-reports/bengal-leads-charge-of-women-mps-14699 
[5] http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=104621 

[6] http://brookings.in/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Ravi-Sandhu-Brookings-India-Working-Paper.pdf 

 

Other links referred: 

http://www.iwraw-ap.org/aboutus/pdf/FPwomen_and_pol_pax.pdf 

http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/indiaatlse/2014/03/19/a-brief-history-or-the-lack-thereof-of-women-in-indias-parliament/  

http://in.reuters.com/article/2014/02/12/india-women-reservation-idINDEEA1B0E520140212  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/stoi/deep-focus/Why-less-ladies-in-the-Lok-Sabha/articleshow/34949508.cms  

http://data.library.utoronto.ca/content/quota-project-global-database-quotas-women 

 

 

C o v e r  S t o r y  

http://www.du.ac.in/fileadmin/DU/Academics/course_material/hrge_08.pdf
http://brookings.in/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Ravi-Sandhu-Brookings-India-Working-Paper.pdf
http://brookings.in/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Ravi-Sandhu-Brookings-India-Working-Paper.pdf
http://news.in.msn.com/elections-2014/contesting-polls-remains-a-male-preserve
http://www.indiaspend.com/special-reports/bengal-leads-charge-of-women-mps-14699
http://www.indiaspend.com/special-reports/bengal-leads-charge-of-women-mps-14699
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=104621
http://brookings.in/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Ravi-Sandhu-Brookings-India-Working-Paper.pdf
http://www.iwraw-ap.org/aboutus/pdf/FPwomen_and_pol_pax.pdf
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/indiaatlse/2014/03/19/a-brief-history-or-the-lack-thereof-of-women-in-indias-parliament/
http://in.reuters.com/article/2014/02/12/india-women-reservation-idINDEEA1B0E520140212
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/stoi/deep-focus/Why-less-ladies-in-the-Lok-Sabha/articleshow/34949508.cms


 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 2 . 3 9  P a g e  1 0  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

New government may combine related departments into super-

ministries  
(Bhavna Vij Aurora, The Economic Times, 21 May, 2014) 
 

The Modi-led government that will assume charge might combine related departments into super-ministries. This 

reorganisation is aimed at making the government structure lean and effective with the new government having with 

no more than 20 Cabinet ministers and probably a somewhat higher number of ministers of state. 
 

Key to this exercise is the creation of so-called super-ministries which could entail the merging of railways with 

surface transport and shipping, power and renewables with petroleum and natural gas, external affairs with com-

merce, rural development with panchayati raj and tourism with culture and civil aviation . There would be one Cabi-

net minister in charge of a super-ministry with junior ministers reporting to him and looking after different aspects. 
 

Internal security may be sculpted out of Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) is also being examined. Experts argue 

that if internal security that includes IB, anti-naxal and terror operations, Jammu and Kashmir and police modernisa-

tion come under one umbrella of PMO, it will ensure better coordination and action. 

Also, the new government may not form a formal advisory council, but may consult specialists on various areas, 

particularly infrastructure. 
 

Limiting the government to fewer ministries has been seen as positive move by some. “Too many ministries means 

too much coordination needed. It's a known fact that many ministries were created to accommodate many allies. 

With the kind of mandate that BJP has got, the potential for consolidation is there and it will be a big positive across 

the board," said Ajay Shriram, president of CII. 
 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/narendra-modi-government-may-combine-related-

departments-into-super-ministries/articleshow/35398409.cms 

Date Accessed: 23.05.2014 

(Karishma Mutreja) 
 

India urges Switzerland to ratify global tax convention 
(PTI, May 22, 2014) 
 

Outgoing Finance Minister P Chidambaram has urged the Swiss government to expeditiously ratify the Organiza-

tion for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) convention on automatic exchange of tax information, a 

move which will help deal with menace of black money. 

 

India and a large number of other countries, including Switzerland, have adopted a global declaration for automatic 

exchange of tax information under auspices of OECD. The adoption of the Declaration on Automatic Exchange of 

Information in Tax Matters recently is aimed at sharing of information on illicit funds stashed abroad. 

 

In his letter to the Swiss head of the federal department of finance, he said that though Switzerland is a signatory to 

the convention it has yet to ratify it. The declaration calls upon “all countries to sign and ratify the multilateral con-

vention”. It recognizes that investments kept offshore by tax payers should not go untaxed and the cooperation be-

tween countries should be on automatic basis. 

 

The Paris-based OECD sets the global tax standards and frames conventions against tax frauds, among others. 

Meanwhile, moving closer towards doing away with banking secrecy practices, Switzerland has started ground work 

for implementation of automatic exchange of information on tax matters. Switzerland, known for strong banking 

secrecy rules, had agreed to proposed new standard for automatic exchange of tax information earlier this month. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/faAN101oNRqFPzKj6CKWPM/India-asks-Switzerland-to-ratify-global-tax-

convention.html 

Date Accessed: 22.05.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 
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India has maximum infant deaths in the world 

(Kundan Pandey, Down to Earth, May 22, 2014) 

 

According to a research led by London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine and published in UK based media 

journal, every year, more than 750,000 children in India die before completing the first year of their lives, the high-

est in the world. In 2012, India recorded 779,000 deaths. It was followed by Nigeria with 276,000 deaths, Pakistan 

with 202,400 deaths, China with 157,000 deaths and the Democratic Republic of Congo with 118,000 deaths. To-

gether, the five countries contribute to half of the total infant deaths in the world.  

 

The report also stated that around 5.5 million infants leave the world without being recorded, and one in three new-

borns—over 45 million babies—do not have birth certificates on their first birthday. The researchers point towards 

lack of complete data which results in weak planning. Babies who are stillborn, born premature, or who die soon 

after birth are least likely to be registered even in high-income countries. This is the key reason for slower progress 

in reducing newborn deaths compared to maternal and child deaths. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/india-has-maximum-infant-deaths-world 

Date Accessed: 26.05.2014 

(Simi Sunny) 

H e a d l i n e s  
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Gold smuggling into India jumped to an estimated 200 ton-

nes in 2013 
(Firstbiz, May 21, 2014) 

 

Gold smuggled into India in 2013 climbed to an estimated 150-200 tonnes, according to the World Gold Council 

after harsh curbs on imports affected demand. 

 

“An official of world gold council said that Gold demand in India is very strong. India has a solid cultural affinity 

with gold and this demand will be met by a combination of recycling, official imports and unofficial imports, as well 

as smuggling. It is believed that smuggling last year (2013) would have been between 150-200 tonne, and it is esti-

mated to be higher this time.” 

 

In 2012, gold smuggled into India was estimated at about 100 tonnes. In 2013 because of the high trade deficit, the 

government imposed 10 percent duty, a record high, on overseas purchases of gold. Since then, gold smuggling into 

the country has surged, according to unofficial estimates. 

 

The high import duty created a possibility of arbitrage. Earlier Nepal and Pakistan were the routes through which 

gold was smuggled into India, until Pakistan banned imports of gold. Smuggling continues through Nepal, Bangla-

desh, Sri Lanka, Bhutan, etc. It is visible that the demand for gold remains strong in India despite the import curbs 

from the fact that Indians continue to eagerly shop for gold in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). In the past quarter, 

190 tonnes of gold have been purchased while demand is for 800 tonnes. 

 

The official also added that the curbs are not exactly working. Inflation is high and the purchase of gold is at a high. 

He urged the government to review the curbs, adding that if the curbs continued, people would find a way to get 

their hands on gold themselves by illegal means. 

 

http://www.firstbiz.com/economy/demand-gold-india-decline-smuggling-yellow-metal-rise-85396.html 

Date Accessed: 21.05.2014 

(Neha Singh) 

 

Commerce Ministry may Levy Dumping Duty on Solar 

Goods 
(Ankur Paliwal, Down To Earth, May 20,2014) 

 

Acknowledging an adverse effect of dumping activity on domestic industries, the Ministry of Commerce and Indus-

try is expected to impose dumping duties on solar power products imported from China, Taiwan and the United 

States. The World Trade Organisation (WTO) recognises dumping as a situation of international price discrimina-

tion. 

 

In a statement released by the Indian Solar Manufacturing Association (ISMA) on May 20, the ministry identified 

dumping margin ranges from different countries. As per the statement, the US falls under the 50 to 60 percent range, 

while China has a dumping margin range of 100 to 110 percent. Moreover, the ministry has identified 58 manufac-

turers from China, Taiwan, Malaysia and the US that dump solar products in India. 

 

The statement argues that increased dumping is in turn undercutting domestic industry. Consequently, the likelihood 

of levying dumping duty on solar goods by the ministry has given a ray of hope to the domestic industry. Rahul 

Bhudhwar from Tata Power Systems Limited felt that dumping duties will certainly bring a level playing field for 

Indian solar manufacturers. 
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http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/commerce-ministry-may-levy-dumping-duty-solar-goods 

Date Accessed: 21.05.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

Foreign trade policy expected after Budget 
(Zee News, May 18, 2014) 
  

This article highlights the announcement of the new five-year foreign trade policy (FTP) (2009-14) by the Ministry 

of Commerce and Industry. 

 

"The Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) is already doing stakeholder consultations. It is expected that the 

new FTP would be announced only after the Budget. It would help in giving final touch to the policy," sources said. 

The BJP-led National Democratic Alliance is expected to form come out with the final budget for 2014-15 some 

time in July. Faced with subdued export performance, the new FTP would focus on a range of issues, including the 

services sector, standards and branding of products. 

 

The FTP applies to all export- and import-related activity. It is aimed at enhancing exports and using trade expan-

sion as an effective instrument of economic growth and employment generation.  

 

http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/foreign-trade-policy-expected-after-budget_99694.html/foreign-

trade-policy-expected-after-budget_99694.html 

Date Accessed: 20.5.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

RBI may ease norms for infrastructure funding 
(Puja Mehra, The Hindu, May 21, 2014) 

  

The Reserve Bank of India is reviewing whether it should relieve banks of CRR (Cash Reserve Ratio) and SLR 

(Statutory Liquidity Ratio) obligations for infrastructure funding. If the proposal goes through iit could prove to be a 

boost for infrastructural development. 

 

“CRR is the minimum percentage of deposits a bank must hold as currency chests or deposit with the RBI. SLR is 

the minimum percentage of deposits a bank must maintain in the form of gold, cash or other approved securities. 

The RBI is empowered to increase SLR up to 40 percent. The CRR and SLR limit the amounts that banks can lend.”  

 

RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan noted that “the investment needs of the economy, especially long-term investment 

in areas like infrastructure, have increased … To create space for financing, the government has to pre-empt less of 

the banking system’s assets.” 

 

Dr. Rajan noted that CRR and SLR obligations disadvantage banks and other financial institutions in raising and 

lending long-term money. Since construction lasts for 5-7 years, banks should be able to raise long-tenor money for 

these purposes, which at present are burdened by CRR and SLR requirements. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/rbi-may-ease-norms-for-infrastructure-funding/article6030689.ece 

Date Accessed: 21.05.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
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Growth-supportive policies alone may not work; fast track 

delayed projects to revive economy: Crisil 
(Dinesh Unnikrishnan, Live Mint, May 17, 2014) 

  

The article points out that the only way to propel growth and create jobs in India is to fast-track delayed projects in 

sectors such as iron ore and coal mining. This was concluded in a research paper by Crisil Ltd. The paper found that 

monetary as well as fiscal policies will be ineffective to revive the economy because of high inflation and deficits. 

  

Conventionally, countercyclical policies, which include a cut in the interest rates via a monetary policy and increas-

ing government spending via a fiscal policy, are applied to revive an economy in the short run. With a rising con-

sumer price index (which rose from 8.31% in March to 8.59% in April), such measures will not be successful. In-

dia’s gross domestic product growth slumped to 4.5% in the year ended 31 March 2013, and is estimated by the 

government to remain below 5% for the fiscal year ended 31 March 2014. 

 

Improving the efficiency of capital, by resolving issues in iron and coal mining sectors will revive investments and 

spur growth. 

  

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/3AjARmiJ4axkkCdil4roZN/Growthsupportive-policies-alone-may-not-work-for-

new-govt-i.html 

Date Accessed: 18.05.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 
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POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE  

The 16th Lok Sabha will have one of the lowest numbers of 

Muslim MPs 
(Deccan Herald, May 17, 2014) 

 

The 16th Lok Sabha will have one of the lowest numbers of Muslim MPs with just about 20 of them emerging vic-

torious in the Lok Sabha polls. Uttar Pradesh, which has 80 seats, has not sent any Muslim candidate in the just con-

cluded election. 
 

An analysis of the results shows that there are about 20 winners who are from the Muslim community in the 543-

member house while BJP does not have a single MP belonging to the community. In the new Lok Sabha, the maxi-

mum number of seven Muslim MPs would be from West Bengal followed by Bihar where at least four Muslim can-

didates have won. 
 

There are more than 25 Muslim members in the outgoing Lower House. Trinamool Congress has at least three to 

four members from that community.  Other states like West Bengal, Bihar, Assam, Jammu and Kashmir, Lakshad-

weep and Tamil Nadu also had a few Muslim MPs. 

 

In 16th Lok Sabha there is no Muslim candidate who has won from Uttar Pradesh, which has 80 seats. Best ever per-

formance of BJP in the Loksabha coincides with one of the lowest number of the Muslim MP in this election. This 

may also lead to limited voice of the minority in the policy issues. This time Loksabha MPs have a greater responsi-

bility to ensuring that the voice of all the stakeholders is taken into account while formulating and passing a law. 
 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/407572/20-muslim-mps-next-lok.html 

Date Accessed: 21.05.2014 

(Neha Singh) 
 

Employees to get pension payment order soon after retire-

ment  
(DD NEWS, May 20, 2014) 

  

In order to check delay in disbursal of pension, the Centre has decided to give Pension Payment Order (PPO) to all 

central government employees at the time of retirement along with their other dues. 

  

At present, the scheme for payment of pensions to central government civil pensioners through authorised banks, 

issued by the central pension accounting office provides for an undertaking to be submitted by the retiring govern-

ment servant or pensioner to the pension disbursing bank before commencement of pension. The pensioner would 

no longer be required to visit the bank to activate the first payment of pension, it said in a recent order. 

  

"It has been found that the first payment of pension after retirement gets delayed mainly due to two reasons. One, 

the delay in receipt of intimation by the pensioner that pension papers have reached the bank and two, delay on part 

of the pensioner in approaching the bank for submission of undertaking," the Ministry of Personnel said. 

 

An employee posted at a location away from the office of the Head of Office or who for any other reasons feels that 

it would be more convenient to him to obtain his copy of PPO from the bank, may inform the Head of Office of his 

option in writing while submitting his pension papers, it said. The Ministry of Personnel has asked Office of Con-

troller General of Accounts to instruct all Pay and Accounts Offices and all pension disbursing banks to follow its 

directives. 

  

http://www.ddinews.gov.in/Business/Business%20-%20Headlines/Pages/pension.aspx 

Date Accessed: 21.05.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 
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Officials to advice new government to restrict MGNREGA to select 

districts 
(Basant Kumar Mohanty, The Telegraph, May 21, 2014) 

 

Rural development ministry officials are expected to advice the new minister to restrict the implementation of Ma-

hatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Act (MGNREGA) to select districts, which have not been decided yet, 

citing that the funds allocated were not adequate for national coverage. Around Rs 33,000 crore was allocated for 

the scheme in 2013-14. 

 

The assessment is expected to revive a previously debated issue: whether the government should focus on creating 

assets or redistributing income. Supporters of the scheme have observed that it has stemmed distress migration and 

increased the agricultural wage rate in villages. 

 

A review of the expansion can be done only by amending the act. The scheme allows about 40 categories of labour-

intensive projects that can be taken up to create durable assets. Keeping the BJP manifesto preference of linking 

MGNREGA to agriculture, the ministry will suggest that more projects related to land, water and trees are taken up. 

 

The ministry has also touched upon the need district-level prospective plans, whereby every district is supposed to 

list details of the work it would carry out under the job scheme every year. 

 

The ministry is expected to suggest increasing the percentage of funds allocated for administrative cost from 6 to 

10per cent. Moreover, issues of delayed payment are to be addressed by pushing for an electronic funds manage-

ment system. 

 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl 

Date Accessed: 22.05.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

DEVELOPMENT 

Govt might push policy for diplomats' domestic help 
(Nayanima Basu and Vrishti Beniwal, Economic Times, May 20, 2014) 
 

Domestic help who accompany Indian diplomats abroad in their postings are likely to get the status of a government 

employee with the new government giving the much-needed push to such a proposal. 

 

In the wake of recent controversy over an Indian diplomat and her house-keeper, the ministry of external affairs 

(MEA) was planning to introduce a policy governing – India Based Domestic Assistants (IBDA) - in a shape. A 

comprehensive plan was prepared by the MEA but the proposal got stuck in the finance ministry. 

 

At present, under the IBDA policy, domestic help is given quasi-government status that entitles them to a "white 

passport" similar to diplomats, medical and other minor benefits. But the basic idea behind overhauling the IBDA 

policy was to empower the Indian government, especially the MEA, to nab those who run away to foreign lands. 

After the review, they will become contractual government employees and the MEA believes it will become easier 

to catch them in such cases where they dupe the government and become fugitives. 

 

As a result, MEA was planning to give them a government-employee status so that they could be legally implicated 

in the event they run away in search of greener pastures. However, the policy got stuck in the finance ministry with 

the ministry stating that had said such a step would incur heavy expenses because once they start enjoying a status 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140522/jsp/frontpage/story_18368908.jsp#.U33WFPlCcSl


 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 2 . 3 9  P a g e  1 7  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

of a government employee, they would have to be given benefits and perks commensurate to the post. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/govt-might-push-policy-for-diplomats-domestic-help-

114052000205_1.html 

Date Accessed: 22.05.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

DGCA issues ‘Standards of Services’ Document for Public 
(Press Information Bureau, May 22, 2014) 

  

“Director General Civil Aviation (DGCA) has issued, for the first time, the ‘Standards of Services’ Document 

enlisting the services/transactions offered by DGCA to the public, operators and others.  The Document provides a 

concise detail of the work involved in processing an application/request including the related rules and regulations. 

It also provides details of fees charged for the service. 

  

For the benefit of general public, the services/transactions have been broadly divided into the following headings: 

  

 Aircraft 

 Aircraft Operator 

 Foreign Airline Operating Authorisation 

 Aerodromes 

 Air Space and Air Traffic Management 

 Approval of Schedules 

 Individuals 

 Other services 

 Organisations 

  

The highlight of the Document is that it gives the timelines for the completion of an activity resulting in the issue of 

an approval, license, permit or a certificate by DGCA.  The listed timelines for processing and issuing the approvals 

have been reckoned based on the date of the receipt of complete application/documents. After the issue of this 

Document, the general public will get enabled to know what to do and whom to approach for obtaining a service in 

DGCA.  As part of its initiative for better service, DGCA has also instructed the officers to seek clarification(s) only 

once from the applicant, especially for services offered to individuals such as pilots, engineers etc.  It is expected 

that the information provided in the Document would help the applicants and service seekers in submitting complete 

applications and availing the services/approvals without any procedural delays.” 

 

 The ‘Standards of Services’ Document is available on DGCA website at http;//dgca.gov.in. 

  

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=105131 

Date Accessed: 22.05.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

GOVERNMENT 

Government to boost power capacity with 4 UMPPs 
(Exim News Service, May 21, 2014) 

 

In order to boost the power capacity addition programme, the Union government, led by Mr Narendra Modi, plans 

to put four 4,000 MW ultra-mega power projects (UMPPs) up for bidding in its first year in office. 

 

The bidding process for UMPPs at two places namely at Bedabahal in Odisha and Cheyyur in Tamil Nadu has been 

already initiated by the Power Finance Corporation (PFC). Futher two more mega power projects—one in Bihar and 

another in Jharkhand—are being readied for bidding during this fiscal. Currently, there is no UMPP in Bihar. The 

indigenous coal-based project in the state, along with the Deoghar UMPP, is likely to be fuelled by a nearby mine in 
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Jharkhand. 

 

"The Ministry of Coal has been asked to identify coal blocks suitable for UMPPs for Bihar and Jharkhand. The idea 

is to get all possible clearances for these projects so that bidding could be initiated at the earliest," said an official 

from the Ministry of Power. 

 

http://www.eximin.net/NewsDetails.aspx?name=75809 

Date Accessed: 22.5.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

CAG can audit accounts of telecom firms, rules Supreme 

Court 
(Business Today, April 17, 2014) 

  

The Supreme Court has held that the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) can audit the account books 

of private telecom companies, which share revenue with the government for using spectrum. In an earlier judge-

ment, the high court had said that it was the duty of CAG to audit telecom companies as a part of their revenue goes 

to the Consolidated Fund of India. Telecom companies' associations, Association of Unified Telecom Service Pro-

viders of India (AUTSP) and Cellular Operators Association of India (COAI), had filed petitions challenging the 

high court’s order. 

  

The high court had upheld the validity of laws empowering CAG to conduct revenue audits of private telecom firms. 

The high court said that “according to the terms of licence agreements, the telecom firms had undertaken the ac-

counting responsibility on behalf of the Centre also and their accounts and thus, in relation to revenue receipts, 

could be termed as the accounts of the central government.” Thus, the firms’ accounts would be the subject matter 

of CAG's audit. In response to this, the petitioners had counter argued that “the high court had wrongly assumed that 

they share revenue with the government and contended that they only pay a licence fee, which was a percentage of 

their revenue.” 

  

Supreme Court bench, comprising justices KS Radhakrishnan and Vikramajit Sen, said “the government auditor can 

carry out the audit to examine whether the companies are giving proper share of their revenue to the government.”  

  

http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/cag-can-audit-accounts-of-telecom-firms-rules-supreme-court/1/205283.html 

Date Accessed: 19.05.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 

  

Arunachal Pradesh CM signs the Lokayukta Act 
(Shillong Times, May 20th, 2014) 

  

Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Nabam Tuki signed the Lokayukta Act for the state. The state Act recognises 

Lokayukta as a “quasi-judicial body, which would act as a watchdog to pinpoint wrong doings of the administration, 

look into complaints of the victims of corrupt elements and suggest measures to improve the effectiveness and effi-

ciency of the government.” The Bill, which was passed by the 5th legislative assembly in its budget session in 

March and assented by the Governor, has become an Act after the Chief Minister signed it recently. 

  

http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2014/05/20/nabam-tuki-signs-lokayukta-act/ 

Date Accessed: 19.05.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 
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SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EXCLUSION 

Activists cautious over new government's stance on gay sex 

ban 
(Nita Bhalla, The Reuters, May 19, 2014) 

 

After the historic win of BJP in the Loksabha election the human rights groups expressed caution over new govern-

ment’s stand over gay sex. They hope marginalised communities in the socially conservative nation would be re-

spected. The Supreme Court in December outraged activists when it reinstated a law against gay sex, following a 

four-year period of decriminalisation which had helped bring homosexuality into the open in India. 

 

In 2009, the Delhi High Court ruled the law which dates back to 1860 and prohibits "carnal intercourse against the 

order of nature with any man, woman or animal" as unconstitutional and lifted the ban for consenting adults. The 

Supreme Court however threw out the decision last year, saying only parliament could repeal it. Violation of the law 

can be punished with up to 10 years in jail. 

 

While the previous Congress-led government had pledged to repeal the "Section 377" if it came to power again, but 

the newly elected BJP government has not taken a clear stand on the issue of homosexuality during the election 

campaign, which was largely fought on economic issues and fighting corruption. 

 

Following the Supreme Court decision in December, BJP leader stated that "Gay sex is not natural and we cannot 

support something which is unnatural." The party has also aligned itself with Baba Ramdev, a Hindu yoga guru who 

has a following of millions. Ramdev has publically been very critical of homosexuality claiming it is a disease that 

can be cured through yoga. 

 

There is common belief in the community that the election of the BJP, which is perceived to be more conservative 

on issues related to women's and LGBT rights, could be a setback for the millions of gay, lesbian and transgender 

people in India. Human rights activists say that they have now filed a curative petition, challenging the Supreme 

Court decision, which is due to be heard in July. Last month, the Supreme Court recognised the country's trans-

gender community as a third gender in a landmark judgment, and called on the government to ensure their equal 

treatment. 

 

http://in.reuters.com/article/2014/05/19/india-modi-gay-ban-idINKBN0DZ1K420140519 

Date Accessed: 21.05.2014 

(Neha Singh) 

 

Pre-1971 Bangladeshi Settlers Are Indians: Meghalaya HC 
(Outlook, May 21, 2014) 

  

In a historic judgement, the Meghalaya High Court has said that Bangladeshi nationals who have settled in the state 

before March 24, 1971 should be treated as Indians and that they be enrolled in the electoral rolls.The judgement 

was based on a petition by over 40 refugees from Bangladesh, who were denied enrolment in the rolls by the district 

administration citing doubt over their citizenship. 

 

Justice S R Sen, in his May 15 order, directed the district Deputy Commissioner Pooja Pandey to enroll them in the 

voters' list before the next elections. Justice Sen said there was an understanding between the two countries as to 

who should be allowed to stay and who should be deported back to Bangladesh. 

 

"It is clearly understood that the forefathers of the petitioners entered India much before March 24, 1971. As such 
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there is no question of deporting them at this stage when they have acquired the right of permanent rehabilitation in 

Amjong village," he said. Ruling out that they are Bangladesh citizens, the court said there was no scope for their 

deportation and directed the state government and the centre to not disturb them and to properly rehabilitate them. 

 

http://news.outlookindia.com/items.aspx?artid=841459 

Date Accessed: 21.05.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 

  

Forced labour generating $150 billion in profits yearly: UN 

report 
(The Jurist, May 21, 2014) 

 

Nearly 21 million people are working as modern day slaves, falling victim to trafficking, forced labour and sexual 

exploitation, a new UN report finds. The report by the International Labour Organization (ILO) claims that forced 

labour in the private economy generates $150 billion of profits worldwide every year with two-thirds of all profits 

made from sexual exploitation.   

 

Of the estimated 20.9 million people involved in forced labour worldwide, 18.7 million (90 percent) are exploited in 

the private economy by individuals or enterprises. The remaining 2.2 million (10 percent) are in state-imposed 

forms of forced labour, such as prisons, or in work imposed by military or paramilitary forces. 

 

Approximately 14.2 million (68 percent) are victims of forced labour exploitation, primarily in agriculture, construc-

tion, domestic work, manufacturing, mining and utilities. Some 4.5 million (22 percent) are victims of forced sexual 

exploitation, with women and girls accounting for 11.4 million (55 percent) of those exploited. 

 

According to the report, sexual exploitation offers the greater profit-per-victim ratio, due to the high market de-

mands versus the low capital investments and operating costs. According to the ILO, the sector accounts for around 

$99-billion in global profits annually –nearly double the amount generated by other forms of forced labor exploita-

tion. 

 

The Asia-Pacific region by far is the largest hotbed for exploited labourers, accounting for 11.7 million (56 percent 

of the global total). Africa comes in at number two, accounting for 3.7 million (18 percent), while another 1.8 mil-

lion (9 percent) of exploited labourers are in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

 

The ILO has called on governments to strengthen laws and ratchet up enforcement measures to prevent human ex-

ploitation. It further called on multinationals to take the initiative and stamp out forced labour in their supply chains. 

The report recommends that good migration governance and a better understanding of the socio-economic root 

causes which lead to such forms of bondage would help eradicate a practice which “has no place in modern soci-

ety.” 

 

http://jurist.org/paperchase/2014/05/iforced-labor-generating-150-billion-in-profits-yearly-report.php 

Date Accessed: 22.05.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 HEALTH 

Ensuring Patient’s Safety during Clinical Trials 
(Nalinakanthi, The Hindu Businessline, May 19, 2014) 

 

Since last year, the progress has been made in regulating the use of humans to test drugs. In August last year, the 

Supreme Court stressed on the patient safety during the clinical trials. A vibrant environment needs to be created 

wherein adequate safeguards are available for trial patients while promoting novel research. 
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The instances of unethical clinical trial came under spotlight only in June 2011, after the Economic Offence Wing of 

Madhya Pradesh submitted its enquiry report. The report brought to light some gruesome facts about the conduct of 

trials in the state. Thousands of individuals including mentally ill and children were subjected to drugs and vaccines 

trials between 2006 and 2010, violating guidelines. Many patients were subjected to trials for various drugs includ-

ing the ones used to treat premature ejaculation. This was driven by perverse, profiteering motive pursued by a few 

clinical research organisations (CROs) that amassed millions of dollars at the expense of innocent patients. 

 

A welcome ruling 

After series of unsuccessful debates in various forums including the Vidhan Sabha, a writ petition was filed in the 

Supreme Court in January 2012 by the NGO Swasthya Adhikar Manch and others. In October 2013, the court or-

dered halting of all the 157 clinical trials approved between January and August 2013. It sought a detailed report 

from the apex and technical committees, assessing the risk versus benefit for patients, before allowing trials in these 

157drugs. The court also expressed concern over the non-existence of a strong framework to ensure safety of such 

patients. This is seen as a very positive move. Some changes have since been effected to the existing regulations 

such as mandating a video recording of the patient consent, registration of ethical committees and formulation of 

compensation for trial subjects who suffer adverse reaction. Ensuring effective implementation of the set regulations 

is the most critical aspect. 

 

The industry’s efforts now seem to be directed towards re-building the confidence among the patient community, 

while also sending the signal to the government that they are willing to adopt the best practises in clinical trials. 

 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/putting-patients-first/article6026059.ece?homepage=true 

Date Accessed: 21.05.2014 

(Neha Singh) 

 

UN funded “Poo2Loo” campaign to help India achieve sani-

tation goal 
 (Arshiya Khullar, CNN, April 21, 2014) 

  

With around only half India’s population having access to toilets, United Nations funded “Poo2Loo” campaign is 

the latest public health campaign in the country to draw attention to the dismal state of affairs in the country. India 

recorded a 20 percent drop in the number of people defecating in the open in the last decade, but the achievement of 

2015 Millennium Development Goal target for sanitation- which requires 75% of the country to have access to sani-

tation- looks difficult to achieve. The 'Poo2Loo' campaign seeks to address the issue and will actively try to people's 

attention to the health hazards associated with public defecation. 

  

According to UNICEF, India has the highest number of people in the world- an estimated 620 million who defecate 

in the open. Open defecation is almost universal amongst the poorest 20 percent of India's population. Reports also 

highlight that the country’s poor sanitation is one of the major contributors to India's high child malnutrition num-

bers, which is among the highest in the world. Diarrhoea remains one of the top causes of child deaths in the coun-

try, alongside respiratory infections. 

 

More than 28 million children lack access to toilets in their schools. Children also face a huge risk of contracting 

bacterial infections, with over 44 percent of mothers disposing their children's waste in the open. 

  

However, there are various hurdles, including loopholes in policymaking and implementation that need to be ad-

dressed. There a huge discrepancy between the government's data on the number of toilets built and what some re-

ports claim. The Union Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation claims that more than 50 percent of the country's 

rural households were covered by the sanitation drive by 2010, while the last Census conducted in 2011 showed 

toilet coverage to be only around 30 percent. The number of toilets in the country is far below what is required. 

There exists an absence of adequate toilets and water facilities as well as a lack of awareness about proper sanitation 

and hygiene. It is observed that even with community toilets being provided; many people in rural India continue to 

defecate in the open. 
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Projects such as the Total Sanitation Campaign, a community-led program launched in 1999, have boosted toilet 

facilities in India, but the pace of reforms is slow. 

 

The digitally-led ‘Poo2Loo’ campaign is targeted at the country's youth. The campaign is envisaged to be different 

from other campaigns, as it will be “bolder in its message” and “will also contain humour to better connect with the 

target audience." 

  

http://edition.cnn.com/2014/04/20/world/asia/unicef-latest-anti-public-defecation-campaign-in-india/index.html 

Date Accessed: 19.05.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

Growing Concern over swelling number of TB patients in 

Uttarakhand 
(Shahla Siddique, Times Of India, May 22, 2014) 

 

According to a report released by the Revised National TB Programme (RNTP),Uttarakhand has registered 3,389 

TB patients, out of which 1,300 were cases of fresh infection. Dehradun has registered the largest number of cases 

with 676 people been detected with TB. Udhamsingh Nagar and Haridwar have followed with 555 and 547 detected 

cases respectively. 

 

Despite the state health department’s TB cell registering a remarkable success rate of 83 percent in providing medi-

cines to infected people between September-December in 2013, many patients drop DOTS (Directly Observed 

Treatment, Short course) midway, leaving them resistant to previous drugs. Consequently, Multiple Drug Resistant 

TB (MDRT) is the new threat.  

 

The treatment process of TB requires 6-8 months of regular DOTS course. But the patient develops MDRT, it ex-

tends to 24-28 months of DOTS and other medication. Tree patients in the state have been detected with XDRT 

(Extreme Drug Resistant TB) so far. 

 

The state takes the help of Youth and Welfare Department, the Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS), 

Women Department, ONGC, Asha workers, Anganwadi workers and school education to address the problem of 

escalating TB cases through spreading awareness and organising sensitisation programmes. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Concern-over-swelling-number-of-TB-patients-in-Uttarakhand/

articleshow/35459405.cms?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=digest_section 

Date Accessed: 22.05.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

URBAN 
J&K Reaches 500 KW Capacity In Solar Power 
(Kashmir Observer, May 23, 2014) 

 

Having commissioned  solar power plants of 7500 megawatt strength in Ladakh, the Jammu and Kashmir state gov-

ernment has “geared up to augment the energy resource by setting up at least 500 Kilowatts of solar power at vari-

ous institutions of health and education institutions.” 

 

“Minister of State for Science and Technology Feroz Ahmed Khan issued special instructions for identification of 

potential beneficiaries of solar energy and the prospects of more such projects across Kashmir Valley.” 
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“Authorities said the Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy has sanctioned 34,483 Solar Home Lighting 

Systems & 2408 Solar Street Lights for 36 un-electrified villages and 263 hamlets of the State, Also, an additional 

quantity of 10000 Solar Hole Lighting System for Kishtwar area.  Meanwhile the ministry of the alternative ener-

gies, currently headed by former chief minister of J&K Farooq Abdullah, has pledged to sanction 20000 units of 

Solar Panel Home Lighting Systems (HLSs) under General Category for Jammu and Kashmir. 

 

The officials said out of 69 Solar Power Plants 49 have started functioning at District and Sub District Hospitals of 

the State... 122 solar plants have already been sanctioned for 122 Community Information Centres of the State out of 

which more than 90 systems have been installed at various locations.” 

 

http://www.kashmirobserver.net/news/top-news/jk-reaches-500-kw-capacity-solar-power 

Date Accessed: 23.05.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

ENERGY 

Odisha to seek FRBM clearance for ADB assisted power sec-

tor project 
(Business Standard, May 20, 2014) 

 

In order to avail loan from Asian Development Bank (ADB), Odisha government will take the nod of its Cabinet 

and obtain FRBM (Fiscal Responsibility & Budget Management) clearance from the department of expenditure, 

Government of India. The cost of the project, 'Odisha Power Sector Emergency Assistance Project' (OPSEAP), is 

estimated at Rs 1,000 crore. 

 

ADB had agreed on a loan of $100 million to help rebuild power infrastructure in regions of Odisha affected by the 

Phailin storm that struck the state's southern coast on October 12 last year causing extensive damage to the power 

infrastructure with almost the whole of Ganjam district plunging into darkness. 80% of 33/11 KV lines were dam-

aged due to the cyclone in Ganjam alone. The storm had battered nearly 1600 km of 11 KV lines in Ganjam district 

while 241 km of 33 KV lines were badly damaged. Around Rs 300 crore has been spent to repair and rebuild the 

power infrastructure in Ganjam. The rebuilding exercise included replacement of 300 distribution sub-stations and 

54 extra high tension towers. 

 

While ADB has agreed to provide a loan of around $100 million, the balance cost of the project will be funded by 

the state government. 

 

Under OPSEAP, the state government plans to go for a smart grid power network, which is a modernized electrical 

grid that uses analogue or digital information and communication technology to gather and act on information to 

improve the efficiency, reliability, economics, and sustainability of the production and distribution of electricity. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/odisha-to-seek-frbm-clearance-for-adb-assisted-power-

sector-project-114052000974_1.html 

Date Accessed: 21.5.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

J&K Reaches 500 KW Capacity In Solar Power 
(Kashmir Observer, May 23, 2014) 

 

Having commissioned  solar power plants of 7500 megawatt strength in Ladakh, the Jammu and Kashmir state gov-

ernment has “geared up to augment the energy resource by setting up at least 500 Kilowatts of solar power at vari-

ous institutions of health and education institutions.” 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  
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“Minister of State for Science and Technology Feroz Ahmed Khan issued special instructions for identification of 

potential beneficiaries of solar energy and the prospects of more such projects across Kashmir Valley.” 

 

“Authorities said the Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy has sanctioned 34,483 Solar Home Lighting 

Systems & 2408 Solar Street Lights for 36 un-electrified villages and 263 hamlets of the State, Also, an additional 

quantity of 10000 Solar Hole Lighting System for Kishtwar area.  Meanwhile the ministry of the alternative ener-

gies, currently headed by former chief minister of J&K Farooq Abdullah, has pledged to sanction 20000 units of 

Solar Panel Home Lighting Systems (HLSs) under General Category for Jammu and Kashmir. 

 

The officials said out of 69 Solar Power Plants 49 have started functioning at District and Sub District Hospitals of 

the State... 122 solar plants have already been sanctioned for 122 Community Information Centres of the State out of 

which more than 90 systems have been installed at various locations.” 

 

http://www.kashmirobserver.net/news/top-news/jk-reaches-500-kw-capacity-solar-power 

Date Accessed: 23.05.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

Farm data analysis using cheap agriculture drone will in-

crease yields and reduce crop damage 
(Chris Anderson, Technology Review, 2014) 

 

Relatively cheap drones with advanced sensors and imaging capabilities are giving farmers new ways to increase 

yields and reduce crop damage. 

 

An agriculture drone is simply a low-cost aerial camera platform either miniature fixed-wing airplanes or, more 

commonly, quadcopters and other multibladed small helicopters. These aircraft are equipped with an autopilot using 

GPS and a standard point-and-shoot camera controlled by the autopilot; software on the ground can stitch aerial 

shots into a high-resolution mosaic map. Whereas a traditional radio-controlled aircraft needs to be flown by a 

pilot on the ground, the advanced drone is fully automatic and does all the flying, from auto takeoff to landing. Its 

software plans the flight path, aiming for maximum coverage of the vineyards, and controls the camera to optimize 

the images for later analysis. 

 

Compared with satellite imagery, it is much cheaper and offers higher resolution. Because it is taken under the 

clouds, it is unobstructed and available anytime. It is also much cheaper than crop imaging with a manned aircraft, 

which can run $1,000 an hour. Farmers can buy the drones outright for less than $1,000 each. 

 

The advent of such small, cheap and easy to use drone is due largely to remarkable advances in technology: tiny 

MEMS sensors (accelerometers, gyros, magnetometers, and often pressure sensors), small GPS modules, incredibly 

powerful processors, and a range of digital radios. All those components are now getting better and cheaper at an 

unprecedented rate due to the development of smart phone technology. 

 

Drones can provide farmers with three types of detailed views 

1.    Seeing a crop from the air can reveal patterns that expose everything from irrigation problems to soil variation 

and even pest and fungal infestations that are not apparent at eye level. 

2.    Airborne cameras can take multispectral images, capturing data from the infrared as well as the visual spectrum, 

which can be combined to create a view of the crop that highlights differences between healthy and distressed 

plants in a way that cannot be seen with the naked eye. 

3.    A drone can survey a crop every week, every day, or even every hour. Combined to create a time-series anima-

tion, that imagery can show changes in the crop, revealing trouble spots or opportunities for better crop manage-

ment. 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  
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http://www.technologyreview.com/featuredstory/526491/agricultural-drones/ 

Date Accessed: 21.05.2014 

(Neha Singh) 

 

India to produce runway visual range assessment system 'Drishti'  
(The Economic Times, 22 May, 2014) 

  

In a bid to provide information for safe landing and takeoff to pilots, the Government of India has announced the 

production of its indigenously developed high-tech runway visual range assessment system - 'Drishti'. 

  

According to the ministry, 'Drishti Transmissometer' is a visibility measuring system designed and developed to 

cover lowest to highest visibility levels aiding pilots for landing and take-off.  Seven such systems are already work-

ing in three international airports, at New Delhi, Kolkata and Lucknow. Other important features of the system in-

cludes web enabled health monitoring, remote control of the system from any location in the country for accessing 

the data and for maintenance.  

  

The Ministry of Science and Technology said the new system will be jointly produced by CSIR-National Aerospace 

Laboratories (CSIR-NAL), Bangalore and India Meteorological Department (IMD) which signed a partnership 

agreement. 

  

"A mega project for installing nearly 70 such systems at various Airports of the country is being jointly undertaken 

by the two organisations." 

  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/35473029.cms?

utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst 

Date Accessed: 23.05.2014 

(Karishma Mutreja)  

 

ENVIRONMENT 

Odisha to create Green Belt along Puri-Bhubaneshwar 

Highway 
(The Telegraph, May 21, 2014) 

 

In order to tackle the problem of increasing day time temperature in Bhubaneswar, the forest department has decided 

to increase green cover along the 67-lim-long Puri-Bhubaneshwar national highway. The plantation work will begin 

from the second week of July this year. 

 

Respective forest divisions of Bhubaneshwar, Khurda and Puri would be responsible for taking up the plantation 

work in their areas. The choice of 28 indigenous species which includes jamun, ficus, peepal, patali, maha neem, 

neem, mango and karanj has been largely because of the their adaptability to the local conditions. 

 

A total of 39,000 saplings will be planted along the highway stretch, which will include connecting roads along the 

NH-203. The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) will be responsible for the maintenance of the saplings 

for the next five years. 

 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140521/jsp/odisha/story_18359489.jsp#.U3xM3fmSyaI 

Date Accessed: 21.05.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 
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AGRICULTURE 

SEWA and ICRISAT launch ICT-based knowledge sharing 

tools to boost smallholder agriculture 
(ICRISAT, May16, 2014) 

 

The Self Employed Women’s Association (SEWA) of India and the International Crops Research Institute for the 

Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) have joined hands to carry out Information and Communication Technology (ICT)-

based knowledge sharing platforms and other agricultural innovation initiatives, to improve productivity and profit-

ability of smallholder agriculture. The partnership was sealed with the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 

between SEWA and ICRISAT, prompting the launch of a series of innovative ICT platforms that aim to revitalize 

agricultural extension and education in rural areas and provide better access to knowledge and information by small-

holder farmers. 

 

“These platforms, developed by ICRISAT, include the SEWA KSI Connect, a virtual learning exchange and knowl-

edge transfer series; the SEWA AgED Open Courseware that promotes open online courses for enhancing skills of 

SEWA members; the ICRISAT Radio SEWA; and the ICRISAT Video SEWA that will provide agro-advisories on 

agricultural innovations developed by ICRISAT. All these will be carried out through farmers’ groups and farmer 

field schools established by SEWA.” Under the MoU signed between ICRISAT and SEWA, areas for collaboration 

include: adoption of the Inclusive Market-Oriented Development approach, capacity building and training, gender 

research, rural livelihoods, natural resource management, village level studies and use of innovative information and 

communication technology platforms for improving productivity and profitability of smallholder agriculture. 

 

http://www.icrisat.org/newsroom/news-releases/icrisat-pr-2014-media16.htm 

Date Accessed: 21.05.2014 

(Anjana John) 
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REGIONALISM 

Petition filed for Free Treatment for Poor in Private Hospi-

tals in Odisha High Court 
(Lalmohan Patnaik, The Telegraph, May 19, 2014) 

 

A public interest litigation (PIL) has been filed in Odisha High Court seeking intervention to ensure free treatment 

of the poor by private hospitals built on subsidised government land in Bhubaneswar. 

 

The petitioner, Alok Kumar Mohanty of the Cuttack-based Odia Yuva Mancha, has brought to the High court’s no-

tice that out of the 39 private hospitals in Bhubaneshwar that have been built on acquired government land bought at 

subsidised  rates, none are providing free treatment to patients belonging below the poverty line. 

 

According to the Supreme Court directions of 2011, all the private hospitals are required to reserve 25 per cent of 

their outpatient department capacity and 10 per cent of beds at the indoor section for free treatment of the poor. Con-

sequently, notifications were issued by various state governments in this regard. 

 

Following the Supreme Court order, the health department had asked the private hospitals to provide free treatment 

to the in July 2012. It was also announced that this order would be binding on all private hospitals irrespective of the 

fact that they were built on government lands or otherwise. However, no guidelines were issued in this regard, 

which remains to be the case still. 

 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140520/jsp/odisha/story_18358535.jsp#.U32Oh_mSyaJ 

Date Accessed: 20.05.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

Haryana to disburse pension through banks 
(Jagran Post, May 22, 2014) 
The Haryana government will now disburse old age allowance, widow pension and pension to physically challenged 

persons through banks.  

 

An official release stated that the scheme would be implemented in a phased manner in cities and villages having 

bank branches. However, villages which do not have bank branches, the system of disbursement of pension through 

sarpanches would continue. 

 

Under the new disbursement system, around 65% of the beneficiaries would get their pension through banks. The 

disbursement of pension to the beneficiaries through banks will significantly reduce the dependency of beneficiaries 

on village sarpanches. 

 

http://post.jagran.com/disbursement-of-pension-through-banks-in-haryana-1400742575 

Date Accessed: 22.05.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

UP to levy ‘green tax’ on old vehicles 
(IANS, May 21, 2014) 
 

All motor vehicles more than 15-years old will have to pay ‘green tax’ in Uttar Pradesh soon. The state cabinet has 

given a go ahead to the amendment in the UP Motor Vehicles Act and it has been decided that all such vehicles that 

have completed 15 years after their date of manufacturing will be registered again and 'green tax' would be levied on 

them at that time. 

S O C I E T Y  
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The modalities of the 'green tax' would be announced soon and officials added that such a tax would be around 

seven percent in addition to the registration tax. The government has also decided on bigger fines on commercial 

vehicles found involved in criminal activities. 

 

http://www.ianslive.in/index.php?param=news/UP_to_levy_green_tax_on_old_vehicles-424147/BUSINESS/5 

Date Accessed: 22.05.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

TOURISM 

India’s efforts to rebuild tourism in the face of adversities 

gains international recognition  
(eTurbo News, May 14, 2014) 

 

India won the New Frontiers Award, 2014 for its  efforts to rebuild infrastructure and its Rural Tourism economy 

after two natural disasters, Uttarakhand floods (June) and Cyclone Phailin (October) in the North East. 

 

Launched in 2005 by the Arabian Travel Market (ATM), “the Award is given to destinations that have overcome 

great adversity to bring much needed tourism back to their shores, and honors the strength and determination of the 

local people who work tirelessly to rebuild lives and communities following disaster as well as highlighting the cri-

sis management capabilities of local tourism authorities”. A major Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative 

under the ATM brand, the 2014 New Frontiers Award once again reinforced the overall focus of the programme, 

communicated under the theme ‘Recover, Repair, Rebuild’. 

 

In addition to the crystal trophy, the award comprises ATM exhibition space valued at USD 10,000 along with addi-

tional marketing support in promoting the outstanding tourism opportunities offered by the recipient nation. 

 

Philippines and Pakistan were the two other nominees for the award this year, the former for its efforts to rebuild 

after the Bohol earthquake and Typhoon Haiyan in 2013, and the latter for actions that followed a 7.7 magnitude 

earthquake that devastated its Baluchistan province. 

 

http://www.eturbonews.com/45783/india-honored-new-frontiers-award 

Date Accessed: 24.05.2014 

(Amrutha Jose Pampackal) 
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INDIA IN THE WORLD 

Gold demand in India and China declines in quarter 1: 

WGC 
(Business Standard, May 20, 2104) 

 

In a report released by the World Gold Council on May 20, 2014, the demand for gold showed a declining trend in 

the first quarter of 2014 in India and China despite registering an overall steady demand internationally. As against a 

global demand of 1077.2 tonnes in first quarter of the previous year, this year the demand stood at 1,074 tonnes 

maintaining a steady pattern. 

 

In China, which emerged as the largest consumer of gold in 2013, gold demand plummeted by 18 percent and stood 

at 263.2 tonnes. The demand for gold coins and bars registered a 55 percent dip, offset only partially by a 10 percent 

rise in jewellery offtake. 

 

On the other hand, the Indian consumer demand went down by just more than a quarter to 190.3 tonnes, with a 9 a 

percent drop in gold jewellery consumption. Coin and bar buying were also down by 54 percent, the report revealed. 

With the aim of reducing the country’s huge current account deficit through regulating gold imports, the government 

hiked import duties. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/global-gold-demand-steady-in-jan-mar-quarter-wgc-

114052000437_1.html 

Date Accessed: 21.05.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Antarctica loses 159 gigatonnes ice each year 
(The Indian Express, May 20, 2014) 

 

Antarctica is now losing about 160 billion tonnes of ice a year to the ocean – twice as much as when the continent 

was last surveyed, say scientists. A team of scientists from the UK Centre for Polar Observation and Modelling, led 

by researchers at the University of Leeds, have produced the first complete assessment of Antarctic ice sheet eleva-

tion change. They used measurements collected by the European Space Agency’s CryoSat-2 satellite mission, which 

carries an altimeter specially designed for this task. 

 

“On average, West Antarctica lost 134 gigatonnes of ice, East Antarctica three gigatonnes, and the Antarctic Penin-

sula 23 gigatonnes in each year between 2010 and 2013 – a total loss of 159 gigatonnes each year. The polar ice 

sheets are a major contributor to global sea level rise and, when combined, the Antarctic losses detected by CryoSat-

2 are enough to raise global sea levels by 0.45 millimetres each year alone.” 

 

In West Antarctica, ice thinning has been detected in areas that were poorly surveyed by past satellite altimeter mis-

sions, said researchers. These newly-mapped areas contribute additional losses that bring altimeter observations 

closer to estimates based on other approaches. But the average rate of ice thinning in West Antarctica has also in-

creased, and this sector is now losing almost one third (31 per cent) as much ice each year than it did during the five 

year period (2005-2010) prior to CryoSat-2′s launch. 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/world/climate-change/satellite-shows-antarctic-ice-loss-has-doubled/ 

Date Accessed: 21.05.2014 

(Anjana John) 
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FAO urges global commitment to tackle world’s nutrition 

challenges 
(FAO, May 21, 2014)  

 

The Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) has called on countries to put nutrition high on their national and 

international agendas, and to take a lead role in the upcoming Second International Conference on Nutrition (ICN2). 

The meeting will be jointly organized by FAO and the World Health Organization (WHO) in Rome. 

 

“Despite some progress in the last 20 years, over 840 million people are still undernourished and 162 million chil-

dren suffer from stunting. In addition, about two billion people – over 30 percent of the global population – experi-

ence the ‘hidden hunger’ of micronutrient deficiencies, while at the same time, obesity rates are rising rapidly.” 

 

FAO urged governments to “ensure that different voices are heard” in the debate, underlining the benefits of multi-

stakeholder participation in the debate on nutrition. FAO has also stressed that while Governments have the final say 

on the policy matters at stake, non-state actors had important contributions to make. 

 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/232260/icode/ 

Date Accessed: 21.05.2014 

(Anjana John) 

  

Quality care at birth could save nearly 3 million children – 

UN-backed study 
(UN News Centre, May 19, 2014) 
 

This article highlights the findings released in a study supported by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) , according 

to which the majority of the almost 3 million children who die before they turn one month old could be saved if they 

received quality care around the time of birth. 

 

In its “Every Newborn Series” releasedon May 19, The Lancet identified the most effective interventions in saving 

newborns including breastfeeding and new-born resuscitation. The series, co-authored by experts from UNICEF, the 

London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, and the Agha Khan University in Pakistan, among others, also 

commend ‘kangaroo care’ for premature babies, which consists of prolonged skin-to-skin contact with the mother. 

 

While there has been “tremendous progress” in saving children under five, said Mickey Chopra, head of UNICEF’s 

global health programmes, the world has stumbled in its progress to save the “very youngest, most vulnerable chil-

dren.” 

 

According to UNICEF, 2.9 million babies die each year within their first 28 days. An additional 2.6 million babies 

are still-born, and 1.2 million of those deaths occur when the baby’s heart stops during labour. 

 

Countries that have made the most progress in saving newborn lives have paid specific attention to this group as part 

of the overall care extended to mothers and under-fives. 

 

The highest numbers of newborn deaths per year are in South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa, with 779,000 in India, 

267,000 in Nigeria and 202,400 in Pakistan. 

 

Among these countries, every $1 invested in a mother’s or baby’s health gives a nine-fold return on investment in 

social and economic benefit. 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47827#.U3rl-PmSyVI 

Date Accessed: 20.5.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 
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Highest number of newborns die in India annually 
(PTI, May 20, 2014) 
 

A new study has claimed that more than seven lakh newborn babies die in India every year, the highest number of 

such deaths globally. The results highlight an important, yet largely unacknowledged problem by policymakers. 

 

According to new research co-led by the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, each year 5.5 million 

babies enter and leave the world without being recorded and one in three newborns - over 45 million babies - do not 

have a birth certificate by their first birthday. Half of the newborn deaths worldwide occur in just five countries: 

India (779,000), Nigeria (276,000), Pakistan (202,400), China (157,000), and the Democratic Republic of Congo 

(118,000), although global and national figures conceal huge variations within and between different countries. 

 

Analyses indicates that three million maternal and newborn deaths and stillbirths could be prevented annually with 

proven interventions which can be implemented for an annual cost of $1.15 per person. Providing quality care at 

birth yields a triple return on investment - saving mothers and newborns, and preventing stillbirths - and protects 

babies from disability, researchers said. 

 

http://ibnlive.in.com/news/highest-number-of-newborns-die-in-india-annually/473119-17.html 

Date Accessed: 22.05.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

SOUTH ASIA 
Pakistan to implement WHO's Polio Directive from June 
(Pau Miranda, The New Indian Express, May 15, 2014) 

 

Pakistan will put into effect from June an international recommendation that requires all travellers from this south 

Asian country to carry a polio vaccination certificate. Recently the World Health Organization (WHO) recom-

mended the measure due to the alarming increase in the number of polio cases in the country (61 so far compared to 

the total of 91 in 2013). “The statistics serve as evidence that Pakistan has become the largest global source of polio 

infections. The WHO recommended that vaccination should be mandatory in Pakistan, Cameroon, and Syria. Paki-

stan is one of the three countries where this illness is still endemic, along with Afghanistan and Nigeria, and tops the 

rankings of the cases registered in the world so far.” 

 

The WHO and the government of Pakistan issued a joint statement that they were closely working together in order 

to guarantee the availability of immunisation doses. An element that has stirred up the concern of the health officials 

is the growing number of cases in the country's big cities, especially Karachi South, with the prospect of a rapid con-

tagion of the virus. Pakistan has become a problem for the international health organisations due to the expansion of 

the virus to other countries where the illness was eradicated. The WHO has confirmed recent cases of polio with 

virus strains from Pakistan in countries such as Syria, Israel, Palestine and Egypt. In order to vaccinate travellers, 10 

million doses will be needed in addition to the 300 million annual dose requirement of polio campaign in the coun-

try, a WHO source said. “Currently, only India and Georgia demand vaccination from travellers coming from Paki-

stan, but other countries are expected to join the list due to increasing cases in the country.” 

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/world/Pakistan-to-Implement-WHOs-Polio-Directive-from-June/2014/05/15/

article2226242.ece 

Date Accessed: 21.05.2014 

(Anjana John) 
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AFRICA 

Successful initiatives to curb youth unemployment in Africa 
(UNESCO, May 19, 2014) 

In recent years, the alarming growth of unemployment and underemployment of youth, the development of the in-

formal economy and the low level of productivity constitute a major concern in Africa. Today, young people repre-

sent more than 50% of the population in Africa, and three out of five unemployed are young. “African countries 

often have strategies and policies on the importance of technical and vocational education and training for young 

people, but what is missing are concrete examples of solutions that work.” 

 

In this scenario, four different innovative projects in Benin, Nigeria and Senegal have proven effective in providing 

youth with skills and competences in demand. The Songhai Centre in Benin is a sustainable micro-enterprise that 

trains young Africans. It is considered a best practice model for rural development, sustainable development, em-

ployment and training for young people, and the self-financing of business creation. The recognition of skills ac-

quired in informal training in Senegal is an initiative that cater for the numerous young people who are being 

trained in the informal sector, such as car mechanics, tailors etc. The aim of the initiative is to put in place structures 

that allow for this training to be recognized at the same level as formal training. Auchi Polytechnic in Nigeria is an 

Institute that facilitates the integration into the formal sector of   some 30,000 graduates every year. Some years ago, 

a CEDAP village, which is center for entrepreneurship development, was created within the Polytechnic. Students 

are equipped with necessary skills in areas such as fish farming, carpentry, making of soap, shoes and pottery. Sec-

toral centres in Senegal have shown that Public and private partnerships are the result of a public/private partner-

ship, which has proven efficient to provide training based a competency-based approach. It’s currently present in 

three different areas. 

 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/dakar/about-this-office/single-view/news/

successful_initiatives_to_curb_youth_unemployment_in_africa/#.U32l3vmSwRG 

Date Accessed: 21.05.2014 

(Anjana John) 

 

EUROPE 

Switzerland Vote overwhelmingly Against World’s Highest 

Minimum Wage 
(Economy Watch, 18 May 2014) 

  

In a national referendum, Swiss voters have rejected a proposal to introduce the world’s highest minimum wage at 

22 francs (i.e. $25) an hour. The article says that the result says much about the Swiss voters, who have faith in lib-

eral economic principles without any government intervention. Voters believe that fixed wages are not the answer to 

poverty. People in Switzerland, instead want collective bargaining agreements to guarantee good salaries, without a 

shift away from free market principles. 

  

The proposed minimum wage would have been more than double the existing highest minimum wage in the world. 

According to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the following countries record 

for highest minimum wages presently: 
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Supporters of the minimum wage expressed concern mainly about women working in the low-paid retailing and 

catering sectors and in unregulated industries, such as fitness clubs and call centres. Opponents, like the Swiss Busi-

ness Federation, Economiesuisse, showed that the “initiative hurts low-paid workers in particular.” 76.3 percent of 

voters rejected the union-backed minimum wage proposal, which would have affected just 10 percent of the popula-

tion. 

  

http://www.economywatch.com/news/swiss-voters-reject-worlds-highest-minimum-wage.19-05.html 

Date Accessed: 19.05.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 
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Countries Minimum wage 

Luxemburg $10.66 an hour 

France $10.60 an hour 

Australia $10.21 an hour 

Belgium $9.97 an hour 

Netherlands $9.48 an hour 
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