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Key Message  
 

 

Policy Watch is a key instrument of RGICS's vision and strategy.  

RGICS's core vision is opening up the Indian state to peoples' voice -- in its leg-

islative, executive and judicial functions.  

Elected representatives and political parties have a central responsibility in chan-

neling peoples' voice into the functioning of the State. In turn, this requires en-

hancing the knowledge and capacity of elected representatives and political par-

ties on State policy. 

Policy Watch informs elected representatives and other political leaders about 

key policy developments nationally and globally. This will enable them to inter-

vene in policy decision making and reflect people's voice.  

Produced by a dedicated and talented team of scholars at RGICS, led by our 

young RG-RALs, Policy Watch is a unique product that presents information and 

analysis about policy for a political audience.  Policy Watch has by now covered 

over a thousand policy issues. 

 

Team RGICS 
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India emerges as World’s Third Largest Economy in terms 

of PPP  
 

According to a World Bank Report released on April 29, 2014, India has displaced Japan to become the world's 

third biggest economy in terms of purchasing power parity (PPP). The 2011 round of World Bank's International 

Comparison Program (ICP) ranked India after the US and China. The survey which takes place every six years had 

ranked India 10th in its last survey conducted in 2005.  

 

In the 2011 round, the U.S which possessed 17.1 percent of world GDP was closely followed by China whose share 

was 14.9 percent. However there was a huge gap of 8.5 percentage points between the share of China and India in 

the PPP- based GDP figures.  

Under the authority of the United Nations Statistical Commission, the 2011 round of ICP covered 199 economies - 

the most extensive effort to measure Purchasing Power Parities (PPPs) across countries ever. 

 

Major findings of ICP 2011: A Global Picture 

 Six of the world’s twelve largest economies were in the middle income category (based on the World Bank’s 

definition). When combined, the twelve largest economies account for two-thirds of the world economy, and 59 

percent of the world population. 

 The six largest middle income economies – China, India, Russia, Brazil, Indonesia and Mexico – account 

for 32.3 percent of world GDP, whereas the 6 largest high income economies – United States, Japan, Ger-

many, France, United Kingdom, and Italy – account for 32.9 percent. 

 Asia and the Pacific, including China and India, accounts for 30 percent of world GDP, Eurostat-OECD 54 

percent, Latin America 5.5 percent (excluding Mexico, which participates in the OECD and Argentina, which 

did not participate in the ICP 2011), Africa and Western Asia about 4.5 percent each. 

 China and India account for about 80 per cent of investment expenditure in the Asia and the Pacific re-

gion. 

 The PPP-based world GDP amounted to $90,647 billion, compared to $70,294 billion measured by exchange 

rates. 

 Middle income economies’ share of global GDP is 48 percent when using PPPs and 32 percent when using ex-

change rates. 

 Low income economies, as a share of world GDP were more than two times larger based on PPPs than respec-

C o v e r  S t o r y  

Why PPP? 
  
PPPs are both currency converters and spatial price deflators. They are used by the ICP to make the GDPs of 

different countries comparable. Initially, the GDPs are not comparable because they are expressed in national 

currencies and valued at national price levels. But, after PPPs are applied, the GDPs are converted to a common 

currency and are revalued at a uniform price level. 
  
When converting national economic measures (e.g. GDP) into a common currency, PPPs are a more direct 

measure of what money can buy than exchange rates. 
  
One major use of PPPs is poverty assessment using the World Bank's international poverty threshold of $1.25 

per day per person. National poverty assessments differ because the purchasing power of national currencies 

differs from one economy to another  
  
How is PPP calculated? 
  
To calculate the PPPs, the ICP holds surveys every six years to collect price and expenditure data for the whole 

range of final goods and services that comprise GDP including consumer goods and services, government ser-

vices and capital goods. 
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tive exchange rate shares in 2011. Yet, these economies accounted for only 1.5 percent of the global economy, 

but nearly 11 percent of the world population. 

 Roughly twenty-eight percent of the world’s population lives in economies with GDP per capita expenditures 

above the $13,460 world average and 72 percent are below that average. 

  The economies of Japan and the United Kingdom became smaller relative to the United States, while Germany 

increased slightly and France and Italy remained the same. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICP 2011 findings relevant for India 

 India's share in World GDP in terms of PPP was 6.4% in 2011 compared with China's 14.9% and the US' 

17.1%  

  

 In PPP terms, India with 6.4 % global share is ahead of Japan whose share of world GDP is 4. 8 %. 

  

 However, in terms of exchange rate, India’s share of world GDP is only 2.7%.  

 

 Despite high inflation in India in recent years, prices in the country are still well below those in advanced 

economies, explaining the higher raking for India on the PPP measure. But according to the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF), India's economy is 12th largest and only about a third of Japan's in terms of absolute 

unadjusted dollars. "The economies with the lowest prices are either in Africa or Asia and the Pacific and 

include India, which has the third-largest economy," the report notes. 

 

 In terms of per capita GDP, even in PPP terms, India ranks very low at 127 in the 199-country ranking.  

 

 Limitations in the use of PPP data 

1. PPPs are statistical estimates and hence are subject to sampling errors, measurement errors, and er-

rors of classification. Therefore, they should be treated as approximations to true values. Because of the 

complexity of the process used to collect the data and calculate the PPPs, it is not possible to directly esti-

mate their margins of error.  

2. PPPs should not be used as indicators of the under- or overvaluation of currencies. They do not inform 

what exchange rates “should be”. PPPs do not reflect the demand for currencies as a medium of exchange, 

speculative investment, or official reserves. 

C o v e r  S t o r y  
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3. The ICP is designed to compare levels of economic activity across economies, expressed in a common cur-

rency, in a particular benchmark year.  

4. In this particular report, the World Bank has also substantially changed the way that it measures 

PPP-based expenditure from its 2005 report, by revising down the estimated cost of prices of goods and 

services. This ultimately makes the economy larger, when based on purchasing power.  

5. The ICP should not be used to compare changes in an economy’s PPP-based GDP over time. Experi-

ence has shown that sizeable discrepancies can arise between extrapolated estimates and a new benchmark, 

even when they are only a couple of years apart. The gap between the latest ICP rounds was six years, 

which has resulted in some very large differences for many economies between the extrapolated PPP-based 

expenditures for 2011 and the benchmark PPP-based expenditures that are available from ICP 2011. 

 

Sources: 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2014/04/29/2011-international-comparison-program-results-

compare-real-size-world-economies?_ga=1.40581729.239179915.1400349339 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/india-is-now-third-largest-economy-ahead-of-japan/ 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/india-displaces-japan-to-become-third-largest-world

-economy-in-terms-of-ppp-world-bank/articleshow/34392694.cms 

 

Compiled by 

Amrutha Jose Pampackal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C o v e r  S t o r y  

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2014/04/29/2011-international-comparison-program-results-compare-real-size-world-economies?_ga=1.40581729.239179915.1400349339
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2014/04/29/2011-international-comparison-program-results-compare-real-size-world-economies?_ga=1.40581729.239179915.1400349339
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/india-is-now-third-largest-economy-ahead-of-japan/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/india-displaces-japan-to-become-third-largest-world-economy-in-terms-of-ppp-world-bank/articleshow/34392694.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/india-displaces-japan-to-become-third-largest-world-economy-in-terms-of-ppp-world-bank/articleshow/34392694.cms
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Key pending reforms facing Modi's new government 

(Reuters, May 16, 2014) 
 

This article highlights some economic reform challenges that would require urgent attention once the BJP PM desig-

nate Narendra Modi forms a new government: 

 

1) Goods And Services Tax (GST) 

 GST, which could boost India's economy by up to two percentage points, has so far faced resistance from various 

states, including those governed by the BJP who fear a loss of their fiscal powers. The reform needs broad backing 

because it requires a change in the constitution. 

 

2) Reserve Bank of India Act 

A Reserve Bank of India panel has proposed key changes including targeting consumer price inflation and making a 

committee responsible for monetary policy, and not the RBI governor alone. This would require changes to the RBI 

Act. 

 

3) Privatisation 

The new government is likely to focus on selling its holdings in state-run firms that could raise much-needed reve-

nues to trim India's ballooning fiscal deficit and boost economic growth. 

 

4) Subsidies 

Modi's government needs to examine how it subsidises basic commodities if it is to contain the fiscal deficit and 

avoid a ratings downgrade. The BJP in its manifesto said it will seek greater fiscal discipline without compromising 

on the availability of funds for development. 

 

5) Labour 

The BJP wants to reform labour laws to boost job-intensive manufacturing and create as many as 10 million jobs a 

year for young Indians entering the workforce. Changing the law would be politically tricky, though, and Modi may 

seek to encourage competition between India's states to boost job creation. 

 

6) Defence 

More foreign investment in defence would help India reduce imports, modernise weapons systems and speed up 

deliveries of hardware it needs for operations and training. The BJP has said it would allow some greater foreign 

investment in defence industries. 

 

7) Banking 

The next government will need to help state-run lenders battling rising bad loans caused by the slowing economy, 

rising interest rates and project delays. Rising bad loans threaten to choke the gradual recovery in Asia's third-largest 

economy, according to the OECD. 

 

8) Power 

A BJP-led government may implement the so-called Gujarat model of distributing electricity that has been  said to 

delivering reliable 24-hour power supplies in the state. The Gujarat government provides different power feeds to 

farmers, households, and companies instead of a uniform feed. 

 

9) Gas Pricing 

Reliance Industries and its partners and Niko Resources have issued a notice of arbitration to the government seek-

ing implementation of higher gas prices. The BJP-led government may review the formula and announce the date of 

implementation of new prices. 

 

http://in.reuters.com/article/2014/05/16/key-reforms-india-election-challenges-idINKBN0DW0GW20140516 

Date Accessed: 19.05.2014 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

 

H e a d l i n e s  

http://in.reuters.com/article/2014/05/16/key-reforms-india-election-challenges-idINKBN0DW0GW20140516
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Every third newly–elected MP has a criminal case 

(The Sentinel, May 18, 2014) 
 

The article reveals that according to an analysis done by National Election Watch (NEW) and Association for De-

mocratic Reforms (ADR) “the number of parliamentarians with criminal cases has risen in the 16th Lok Sabha, with 

every third MP–elect facing criminal charges.” 

 

“An analysis of 541 of the 543 winning showed that 186 or 34 percent of the newly–elected members have disclosed 

criminal cases against themselves in their affidavits.” “In 2009, 30 percent of the Lok Sabha members had criminal 

cases registered against them. This has now gone up by four percent.” 

 

The study further points out that out “of the 186 new members with declared criminal cases, 112 (21 percent) de-

clared serious criminal cases, including those related to murder, attempt to murder, causing communal disharmony, 

kidnapping, crimes against women etc.” “Party–wise, the largest 98 or 35 percent of the 281 winners from the BJP 

have in their affidavits declared criminal cases against themselves.” “Eight of the 44 winners (18 percent) from the 

Congress, six of the 37 winners (16 percent) from the AIADMK, 15 of the 18 winners (83 percent) from the Shiv 

Sena, and seven of the 34 winners (21 percent) of the Trinamool Congress also disclosed criminal cases against 

themselves.” 

 

http://www.sentinelassam.com/mainnews/story.php?sec=1&subsec=0&id=192241&dtP=2014-05-

19&ppr=1#192241 

Date Accessed: 18.05.2014 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 

 

Sun Pharma, Novartis settle lawsuit over Glivec 

(Kundan Pandey, Down to Earth, May 15, 2014) 
 

After nearly a year of fighting to protect the patent on its blockbuster leukemia drug Gleevec, Novartis Pharmaceuti-

cals Corporation has reached a settlement with Indian drugmaker Sun Pharma according to which Sun Pharma may 

launch a generic version of Glivec in the US market in 2016, giving Novartis extra months without competition for 

Glivec. 

 

The battle erupted last June, when Sun sued Novartis in the District Court of New Jersey for the right to market ge-

neric Gleevec before the patent ran out. Sun Pharma decided to file the suit just three months after India's Supreme 

Court refused to issue a patent on the drug, which is known as Glivec in the United States. 

 

In a statement issued on Thursday, Sun Pharma, an Indian generic company, announced that one of its subsidiaries 

has executed a settlement agreement with Novartis, stipulating a dismissal of the lawsuits filed in the US regarding 

submission of an Abbreviated New Drug Application (ANDA) for a generic version of Glivec, imatinib mesylate 

tablets. These tablets are indicated for treatment of chronic myeloid leukemia. The launch of generic version of anti-

leukemia drug next year is seen as an important development in the Indian pharma sector since it would make drug 

affordable for scores of patients. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/sun-pharma-novartis-settle-lawsuit-over-glivec 

Date Accessed: 19.05.2014 

(Simi Sunny) 

H e a d l i n e s  

http://www.sentinelassam.com/mainnews/story.php?sec=1&subsec=0&id=192241&dtP=2014-05-19&ppr=1#192241
http://www.sentinelassam.com/mainnews/story.php?sec=1&subsec=0&id=192241&dtP=2014-05-19&ppr=1#192241
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/sun-pharma-novartis-settle-lawsuit-over-glivec
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India cheapest major economy; Australia most expensive: 

Survey 

(Business Standard, May 13, 2014) 

 

According to a survey of global prices of products comparable across countries, India is the cheapest major econ-

omy, despite high inflation. 

 

A weaker rupee has allowed India to remain the cheapest major economy despite the highest inflation, according to 

a report by Germany's Deutsche Bank. 

 

"India still runs a large current account deficit. This shows being competitive is more than just being cheap," The 

Random Walk, Mapping the World's Prices 2014, added. 

 

The report also mentions that Australia is the most expensive major economy, while the US is the cheapest devel-

oped country. Brazil remains very expensive for a developing country and China remained very cheap in some cate-

gories like car rentals, while for a number of branded goods, it was more expensive than the US. 

 

Kuala Lumpur and Mumbai were the cheapest places for a weekend holiday while Sydney was the most expensive. 

The survey is an overview of prices and price indices of a wide array of goods and services round the world. 

 

The data was culled both by directly surveying prices posted on the net and from secondary sources. "To ensure 

prices were comparable across countries, they tried to use products that were standard across countries or had close 

substitutes," said the report. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-cheapest-major-economy-australia-most-expensive

-survey-114051300195_1.html 

Date Accessed: 15.5.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

India needs to modify Intellectual Property Rights regime to 

attract FDI: EU Report 

(PTI, May 07, 2014) 
 

A recently released EU Report suggests that India needs to modify its Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) regime and 

fast-track legal system to attract foreign direct investments. It also suggests that India must sort out some contours of 

its IPR regime, the legal system must be fast-tracked and the use of compulsory licensing (CL) for essential pharma-

ceutical drugs must be the exception and not the norm. 

 

The US industry too has raised concerns over India's IPR laws particularly in the pharmaceuticals sector. However, 

Indian government has maintained that its IPR laws are in compliance with WTO norms and rules. 

 

The report also said that over the last two years, India Government has taken several steps to remove FDI barriers in 

a range of sectors but "it calls for swift implementation" of those measures. It said: "Modalities such as land acquisi-

tion, revenue sharing and others must be discussed and debated by the states and the Centre before a formal policy 

decision is taken. 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/business/india-needs-to-modify-intellectual-property-rights

-regime-to-attract-fdi-report/articleshow/34792094.cms 

Date Accessed: 16.04.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

E C O N O M Y  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-cheapest-major-economy-australia-most-expensive-survey-114051300195_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-cheapest-major-economy-australia-most-expensive-survey-114051300195_1.html
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/business/india-needs-to-modify-intellectual-property-rights-regime-to-attract-fdi-report/articleshow/34792094.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/business/india-needs-to-modify-intellectual-property-rights-regime-to-attract-fdi-report/articleshow/34792094.cms
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RBI tightens rules to curb evergreening of loans 

(Dinesh Unnikrishnan, LiveMint, May 09, 2014) 
 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recently notified that Indian companies will not be permitted to refinance their 

rupee loans in the domestic market by raising funds through external commercial borrowings (ECBs), in a bid to 

curb the so-called evergreening of loans. RBI said such refinancing cannot be done in respect of take-out financing, 

repayment of existing rupee loans in infrastructure sector and spectrum allocation. 

 

Evergreening refers to the practice of companies taking a fresh loan to pay up an old loan. The apex bank first began 

acting on evergreening of loans in April, when it barred banks from issuing guarantees to overseas units of Indian 

companies for purposes not connected with their business. 

 

The notification stated, “It has been decided that eligible Indian companies will not be permitted to raise ECB from 

overseas branches/subsidiaries of Indian banks for the purpose of refinance/repayment of the Rupee loans raised 

from the domestic banking system.” 

 

In a separate notification, the RBI permitted banks to allow re-scheduling of ECBs as a one-time facility. But, while 

doing so, banks cannot affect any increase in the rate of interest and any additional cost. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/trnYIzCM8HF9zGvz4N1xsO/RBI-tightens-rules-to-curb-evergreening-of-

loans.html 

Date Accessed: 16.04.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

Supreme Court Orders temporary closure of some Odisha 

Iron Ore Mines: Report 

(NDTV Profit, May 16, 2014) 
 

“The Supreme Court ordered on May 16, 2014 a temporary closure of nearly half of the iron ore mines in top pro-

ducing state Odisha due to non-renewal of years-old leases. 

 

Odisha, which allows exports of only half of total iron ore output, produced more than 70 million tonnes in the last 

fiscal year from 56 operating mines. The 26 suspended mines produced about 40 million tonnes. This has led to a 

setback for local steel mills that depend heavily on high-quality ore from the state. The verdict could force steelmak-

ers to cut output or import expensive iron ore. The move is unlikely to lift global iron ore prices given the limited 

flows from Odisha to international markets.” 

 

http://profit.ndtv.com/news/industries/article-supreme-court-orders-temporary-closure-of-some-odisha-iron-ore-

mines-report-388543 

Date Accessed: 19.05.2014 

(Karishma Mutreja) 
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http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:http://www.livemint.com/Politics/trnYIzCM8HF9zGvz4N1xsO/RBI-tightens-rules-to-curb-evergreening-of-loans.html
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:http://www.livemint.com/Politics/trnYIzCM8HF9zGvz4N1xsO/RBI-tightens-rules-to-curb-evergreening-of-loans.html
http://profit.ndtv.com/news/industries/article-supreme-court-orders-temporary-closure-of-some-odisha-iron-ore-mines-report-388543
http://profit.ndtv.com/news/industries/article-supreme-court-orders-temporary-closure-of-some-odisha-iron-ore-mines-report-388543
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 POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE 

Candidates can be disqualified if info of Assets and liabilities 

not disclosed: SC 

(DD NEWS, May 14, 2014) 
 

Candidates fighting elections can be disqualified if they fail to disclose information about assets and liabilities of 

even their spouse and dependent children, the Supreme Court has held. A bench of justices Surinder Singh Nijjar 

(since retired) and A K Sikri said that a person contesting elections is also under legal obligation to disclose infor-

mation on his or her criminal antecedents and educational qualifications. 

  

"The citizens have fundamental right under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution to know about the candidates con-

testing the elections and this is the primary reason that casts a solemn obligation on these candidates to furnish re-

garding the criminal antecedents, educational qualifications and assets held by the candidate, his spouse and depend-

ent children," the bench said in a judgment.  

  

"Once it is found that it was a case of improper acceptance, as there was misinformation or suppression of material 

information, one can state that question of rejection in such a case was only deferred to a later date," it said. 

  

The court said that at the time of filing the nomination paper, if a candidate leaves blank any column seeking infor-

mation on criminal antecedents, educational qualifications and assets and liabilities, then it would result in rejection 

by the returning officer at the scrutiny stage itself. 

  

The judgement came while dismissing an appeal by Kisan Shankar Kathore who was elected to Maharashtra assem-

bly in the October 2004 elections from Ambernath constituency in Thane District. His election was challenged by 

Arjun Dattatray Sawant, a voter in the constituency and others for not disclosing outstanding electricity bills. 

 

http://www.ddinews.gov.in/National/National%20-%20Headlines/Pages/scruling.aspx 

Date Accessed: 15.05.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

GOVERNMENT 

 

Government may offer alternate plan to Indian shipping 

lines 

(Exim News Service, May 12, 2014) 
 

The government plans to offer some of the benefits to the Indian shipping lines in order to boost the domestic ship-

ping industry. 

 

"We have decided an alternate plan to offer some competitive advantage to Indian liners. A proposal has been sent 

to Ministry of Shipping to introduce a concept of Indian controlled tonnage," said Mr Gautam Chatterjee, Director-

General of Shipping. 

 

At present, carriers with foreign flags are controlled by Indian operators which avoid Indian registration to access 

cheap credit and various tax benefits. Presently, the share of Indian flag vessels is only eight per cent of domestic 

import and export. 

 

As per the alternate plan, foreign flag lines controlled by Indian owners could register in India and get all tax bene-

fits and cheap credit that foreign flag carriers enjoy over domestic carriers, added director general of shipping. 
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He even said that Indian controlled tonnage system would help the government to have better control on foreign flag 

carriers with Indian management. He further added using the provision of the Merchant Shipping Act, the Ministry 

of Shipping would not require the Cabinet’s approval to introduce the concept. 

 

http://www.eximin.net/NewsDetails.aspx?name=75693 

Date Accessed: 15.5.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

SECURITY 

 

India, Myanmar ink accord on border co-operation 

(The Echo of India, May 10, 2014) 
 

In a significant development, India and Myanmar have inked a pact to enhance security cooperation in combating 

the key issues of insurgency, arms smuggling and human trafficking. 

 

The memorandum of understanding (MoU) signed between the two countries affirms that measures would be taken 

to bring peace and stability in the border areas. The pact envisages a framework for security cooperation and ex-

change of information between Indian and Myanmar security agencies. 

 

A key provision of the agreement is that of conduct of coordinated patrols on their respective sides of the interna-

tional border and the maritime boundary by the Armed Forces of the two countries. Under the pact, both sides 

agreed to exchange information in the fight against insurgency, arms smuggling and drug, human and wildlife traf-

ficking. The two sides also agreed to take steps to prevent illegal cross-border activities. The level and frequency of 

meetings between the Armed Forces, Drug Control Agencies and Wildlife Crime Control agencies have also been 

specified in the MoU. 

 

A statement from Ministry of External Affairs stated "It is expected that this MoU will lead to enhanced and tangi-

ble cooperation between Indian and Myanmar security agencies in ensuring peace, stability and security along the 

long international land and maritime border between the two countries." 

 

The pact is seen as part of India's efforts to engage with Myanmar under its Look East policy and to manage the 

border regions of the northeast given the ground realities. Myanmar is India's only land bridge to Southeast Asia and 

their border stretches over 1,600 kilometres. 

 

http://www.echoofindia.com/nay-pyi-taw/new-delhi-india-myanmar-ink-accord-border-cooperation-56376 

Date Accessed: 16.04.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EXCLUSION 

 

NCBC Recommends Reservation For Transgenders 

(Tehelka, May 13, 2014) 
 

National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC) recommended inclusion of Transgenders in the central list of 

OBCs. The NCBC’s decision comes against the backdrop of a Supreme Court order, which has directed the Centre 

and state Governments to treat the transgenders as socially and educationally backward classes to extend reservation 

in admission in educational institutions and for public appointments. 
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“The Commission unanimously passed a resolution to accept the verdict of the Supreme Court and decided to rec-

ommend to the Centre to include transgenders in the OBC list. Irrespective of their community background, all 

transgenders can avail benefits under the OBC list,” said NCBC member S K Kharventhan told. 

 

Though the actual number of transgenders in the country is not available, electoral roll date of the Election Commis-

sion of India states that a total number of 23,019 people have registered themselves under “Others” category. Invok-

ing articles 15(4) and 16(4) of the Constitution, NCBC sources said that the communities set-out in the Supreme 

Court judgment are entitled to be added in the OBC list. The matter will now go to the Union Cabinet which will be 

required to approve the recommendation to enable the ‘Third Gender’ to avail of the benefits. 

 

http://www.tehelka.com/ncbc-recommends-reservation-for-transgenders/ 

Date Accessed: 15.05.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

526,000 internally displaced in India: UN-backed report 
(PTI, May 15, 2014) 
 

India at the end of last year had about 526,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs), uprooted from their homes due 

to communal violence and armed conflict, according to a new report titled Global Overview 2014: People Internally 

Displaced by Conflict and Violence. 

 

The report states that conditions in displacement camps remain dire across the country and IDPs lack access to clean 

water, adequate shelter, food security, clothing and health care. Harassment and threats from villagers in IDPs’ 

home areas often hinder their efforts to return and the police tend to be unwilling to protect returnees. 

 

Support for long-term solutions varied significantly between states in 2013, the report said. “Religious charities, 

madrassas, civil society groups and local communities took the lead in assisting IDPs during 2013...India’s central 

government does not consider IDPs’ recovery and rehabilitation as part of its mandate,” the report claimed. 

 

The report highlights the need for a national policy or law on IDPs to address IDP’s protection and assistance con-

sistently and effectively, and to provide a framework for steps to facilitate durable solutions. The governments of 

Gujarat, Assam, Andhra Pradesh and Odisha have made no efforts to assist IDPs, it alleged. The 526,000 IDPs con-

stitute 0.04% of the total population of India. 

 

An estimated 64,000 people were newly displaced in 2013 in India, the report said. The new displacement was 

mainly triggered by communal violence between Muslims and Hindus in Uttar Pradesh in September which forced 

around 51,000 people to flee their homes, it said. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/XG4Xm6LZUx7atylYEGvrlJ/526000-internally-displaced-in-India-UNbacked-

report.html 

Date Accessed: 16.04.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

Adivasis, Bengali Muslims worst hit by child malnutrition in 

Assam 

(Jyotsna Singh, Down to Earth, May 14, 2014) 
 

According to a report prepared by National Foundation of India (NFI), a Delhi-based non-profit, in collaboration 

with an Assam-based NGO, the ant, Adivasis and Bengali Muslims have highest rate of malnutrition in Assam. 

 

Conducted among 1,376 children, the study compared the results with the data for Assam from the 2005-06 National 
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Family Health Survey (NFHS) – 3, shows that their condition has not improved despite a proliferation of angan-

wadis in the state. Moreover, the problem is acute among Bengali Muslims, primarily owing to their immigration 

status and low wages in tea gardens. 

 

"The report shows that children belonging to tribal and Bengali Muslim communities are worst off. They are more 

malnourished because of low access to nutritious food," said Monica Banerjee, director-programmes, NFI, Delhi 

 

“After a Supreme Court order of December 2006, the government increased number of anganwadi centres to 36,918. 

Even though this is short of the mandated number of 60,000 centres, Government data shows that the number of 

beneficiaries under Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS) has increased. ICDS provided food to 3,887,520 

children below 5 years of age in 2008 – 09; this number increased to 53,42,057 in 2011-12.              

                      

The report notes that the "illegal tag" of the Bengali Muslim community hampers their access to basic food. They do 

not own land to grow own food. The miserabley low wages in tea estates and the lack of prompt medical services 

among these communities are also at the root of high malnutrition, says the report.” 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/adivasis-bengali-muslims-worst-hit-child-malnutrition-assam 

Date Accessed: 15.05.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

EDUCATION 

Saakshar Bharat Mission receives global appreciation 

(Times of India, May 19, 2014) 
 

The 2014 Learning Curve report, a new global education index, has praised India’s Saakshar Bharat Mission, the 

largest adult education programme in the world.  The Learning Curve was started in 2012 to gather, interpret and 

organize data of about 50 of the world's education systems. It continues to be an open living resource with 2,500 

data points on various indicators. 

 

The Saakshar Bharat Mission which aims to help 70 million people to become literate by 2017 features as a case 

study in the latest report. The centrally-sponsored mission was launched in 2009 and functions under the department 

of school education and literacy (DSEL), Union ministry of human resource development. It focuses in particular on 

those who in the past have been marginalised in Indian education, including, the rural poor, and the country's worst-

off tribes and castes. The mission has changed the shape of lifelong learning in India. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/Growing-literacy/articleshow/35321679.cms 

Date Accessed: 19.05.2014 

(Simi Sunny) 

 

HEALTH 

3.3 million people died of excessive drinking in 2012: WHO 

report 

(Vibha Varshney, Down To Earth, May 13, 2014) 
 

As many as 3.3 million deaths in 2012 were due to excessive consumption of alcohol, the World Health Organiza-

tion (WHO) has said in its report released on May 12, 2014. While this accounts for 5.9 per cent of the total deaths, 

it constitutes around 25% of the deaths among people in the age group of 20 to 39. Alcohol consumption causes 

death and disability more among the young. 

 

According to the report, alcohol consumption can result in 200 diseases including liver cirrhosis and some cancers 

apart from the usually known anti-social  repercussions of causing violence and injury. 
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“The report shows that per capita consumption of alcohol is increasing in Southeast Asia and the Western Pacific 

regions. Consumption level is stable in European region, the Americas and Africa. Europe has the highest consump-

tion of alcohol per capita in the world.” Globally, the average alcohol consumption of actual drinkers is 17 litres a 

year. According to 2010 data, India surpasses the global average with the total alcohol per capita consumption 

among drinkers being 32.1 litres for men and 10.6 litres for women. As there is evidence that women are more vul-

nerable to some alcohol-related health conditions compared to men, the steady increase in alcohol use among 

women is a cause for concern. 

 

WHO suggests strong measures to deal with the problem. Some of the already existing practices include increasing 

taxes, limiting availability of alcohol by raising the age limit and regulating the marketing of alcoholic beverages. 

Moreover, 66 WHO member states wrote down their national alcohol policies in 2012. The WHO report also sug-

gests that communities should be engaged in reducing harmful use of alcohol. 

 

“Lower-income groups are more affected by the social and health consequences of alcohol. They often lack quality 

healthcare and are less protected by functional family or community networks,” says Shekhar Saxena, director for 

Mental Health and Substance Abuse at WHO. 

 

http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/33-million-people-

died-excessive-drinking-2012-who-report 

Date Accessed: 13.05.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

Drug resistance: treatable diseases have once again turned 

fatal, says WHO 

(Vibha Varshney, Down To Earth, April 30, 2014) 
 

The World Health Organization (WHO), in a new report, says that antimicrobial resistance is now a major threat to 

public health. Antibiotic resistance causes people to be sick for longer periods and increases the risk of death. 

 

The report provides a comprehensive picture of drug resistance around the world and incorporates data from 114 

countries. It marks the beginning of WHO's efforts to address drug resistance. “The organisation hopes to help mem-

bers develop tools and standards, initiate a global collaboration to track drug resistance, measure health and eco-

nomic impacts of antibiotic resistance and design targeted solutions.” 

 

The report, which notes that resistance is occurring across many different infectious agents, focuses on antibiotic 

resistance in seven different bacteria responsible for common yet serious diseases such as bloodstream infections, 

diarrhoea, pneumonia, urinary tract infections and gonorrhoea. 

 

The report reveals that common intestinal bacterium, Klebsiella pneumoniae, is resistant to carbapenem antibiotics 

across the world. This bacterium is the major cause of hospital-acquired infections such as pneumonia, bloodstream 

infections, infections in newborns and intensive-care unit patients 

 

The main cause of the spread of antibiotic resistance report, according to the report, is gaps in the basic systems to 

track and monitor the problem as the main cause of the spread of antibiotic resistance. WHO suggests that efforts to 

prevent infections from happening in the first place are important. These include better hygiene, access to clean wa-

ter, infection control in health-care facilities, and vaccination. 

 

http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/drug-resistance-

treatable-diseases-have-once-again-turned-fatal-says-who 

Date Accessed: 13.05.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 
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State goes missing in healthcare in India; 70 percent is pri-

vate 

(The Free Press Journal, May 15, 2014) 

 

Health experts have claimed that more than 70% of healthcare in India is provided by corporate houses as a result of 

which poor people are not able to afford the high cost of medical care provided by private hospitals. Further, health 

experts state that there are only 11 countries in the world which have lesser investment in healthcare than India. 
 

This opens up opportunity for policy experts to discuss and debate over the role of state in providing healthcare to 

the people of the country. Over the years, government servants and many of the policy makers seem to have insu-

lated themselves from state health care by going to private hospitals for treatment. 

 

Healthcare being a critical element of sustained growth; a developing country like ours requires a robust institutional 

structure in place and policy makers must debate on the existing policies. 

 

http://freepressjournal.in/state-goes-missing-in-healthcare-in-india-70-percent-is-private/ 

Date Accessed: 16.04.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

Toilet, water must in schools: Supreme Court 

(Dhananjay Mahapatra, Times of India, May 11, 2014) 
 

Ruling that toilets and drinking water facilities were integral to right to education, the Supreme Court has ordered all 

schools, including those run by minority community, to make provision for them. 

 

A bench of Justice Dipak Misra and Justice V Gopala Gowda observed that these "are essential for basic human 

rights that enhance the atmosphere where the education is imparted. It can also be put in the compartment of basic 

needs and requirements in schools." 

 

The ruling came in response to an application filed by JK Raju complaining that though the Supreme Court in 2012 

had upheld the validity of RTE Act, the Andhra Pradesh (AP) government had not implemented the direction for 

providing toilet and drinking water facilities in the state. 

 

The bench has directed the principal secretary to AP government to file a status report on the implementation of 

facilities regarding separate toilets for boys and girls and drinking water. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/India/Toilet-water-must-in-schools-Supreme-Court/articleshow/34945462.cms 

Date Accessed: 13.05.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

Sharp inequalities still persist in access to cleaner water and better 

sanitation between rural and urban areas: UN 

(UN News Centre, May 08, 2014) 
 

According to the 2014 Joint Monitoring Report on global progress against the Millennium Development Goal 

(MDG) on water and sanitation, urban areas are still better supplied with improved water and sanitation than rural 

ones, although the gap is decreasing 

 

The report, produced by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), notes that  
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in 1990, more than 76 per cent of people living in urban areas had access to improved sanitation, as opposed to only 

28 per cent in rural ones, while 95 per cent in urban areas could drink improved water, compared with 62 per cent in 

rural ones. By 2012, 80 per cent of urban dwellers and 47 per cent of rural ones had access to better sanitation, while 

96 per cent of people living in towns and 82 per cent of those in rural areas had access to improved water. 

 

However, “sharp geographic, socio-cultural, and economic inequalities in access to improved drinking water and 

sanitation facilities still persist around the world.” 

 

“The vast majority of those without improved sanitation are poorer people living in rural areas. Progress on rural 

sanitation – where it has occurred – has primarily benefitted richer people, increasing inequalities,” said Maria 

Neira, WHO Director for Public Health, Environmental and Social Determinants of Health. 

 

Too many people still lack a basic level of drinking water and sanitation,” added Dr. Neira. “The challenge now is to 

take concrete steps to accelerate access to disadvantaged groups. An essential first step is to track better who, when 

and how people access improved sanitation and drinking water, so we can focus on those who don’t yet have access 

to these basic facilities.” 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47749#.U3RkkIEQCSq 

Date Accessed: 13.05.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

 

Web-based Public Delivery System for Recognition of Travel Trade 

Service Providers 

(Press Information Bureau, May 16, 2014) 
 

To ease the process of filing applications by the Travel Trade Service Providers seeking recognition from the Minis-

try of Tourism and also to bring in transparency in granting the approvals, the Ministry of Tourism has launched a 

Web-based Public Delivery System. The Ministry of Tourism presently approves the following categories of Travel 

Trade Service Providers: 

 

1. Inbound Tour Operators 

2. Travel Agents 

3. Domestic Tour Operators 

4. Adventure Tour Operators 

5. Tourist Transporters Operators 

 

“The new procedure will accept applications online through a website www.etraveltradeapproval.nic.in from service 

providers thereby make the process paperless. 

 

All the applications will now be examined, processed and approved / rejected within 45 days from the receipt of 

completed applications. This initiative is part of Ministry’s objective to move towards E-regime for approvals etc.” 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=105082 

Date Accessed: 16.05.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
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ENERGY 

 

Apple’s new Green Manifesto: Renewable Energy is ready to 

become mainstream 

(Rich McCormick, The Verge, April 03, 2014) 
 

According to the latest Greenpeace report Apple is "the most innovative and most aggressive" firm in Silicon Valley 

in terms of using clean power. Apple's data centers scored 100 percent in Greenpeace's clean energy index, with 

none of their energy coming from coal, nuclear, or natural gas sources. The new report comes two years after the 

environmental group had slammed Apple for using "dirty energy" to power its cloud data. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The company was awarded ‘A’ ranks in energy transparency, deployment and advocacy, and commitment, scoring 

a ‘B’ rank in its energy efficiency. Facebook also scored three As and a B, but had a lower clean energy index of 49 

percent, while Microsoft received Cs across the board and a 29 percent clean-energy index. Apple scored Ds and Fs 

in the same categories in the 2012 report — the same ranks Amazon received this year — but disputed the ranking 

at the time. 

 

It was in 2012 that Apple committed to powering its datacenters with renewable energy. The company built a 20-

megawatt solar array and 5-megawatt fuel cell system at its huge facility in Maiden, North Carolina. The installation 

provides 60 percent of the datacenter's power, while the rest is generated by local, renewable sources. Other centers 

in California and Oregon are powered by wind energy, while its newest location in Nevada is to be powered by geo-

thermal plants and solar arrays. 

 

While Greenpeace praised Apple, it also said that the company needs to share more details about its energy efficient 

designs to help the IT sector learn from and improve upon the company’s best efficiency practices.  

 

http://www.theverge.com/2014/4/3/5576846/apple-praised-for-renewable-energy-use-by-greenpeace 

Date Accessed: 14.05.2014 

(Amrutha Jose Pampackal) 
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ENVIRONMENT 

Patna second most polluted city in India after Delhi 

(Bihar Times, May 10, 2014) 
 

After Delhi, Patna has the highest level of the airborne particulate matter, PM2.5 considered most harmful to health. 

With 153 micrograms Delhi is at the top while Patna with 149 micrograms is the second. The pollution data released 

by the World Health Organization (WHO) said half of the top 20 cities in the world with the highest levels of PM2.5 

are in India. Other cities with high levels were located in Pakistan and Bangladesh. PM2.5 refers to the diameter 

measured in microns of particulates such as ammonia, carbon, nitrates and sulfate -- which are small enough to pass 

into the bloodstream and cause diseases such as emphysema and cancer. 

 

The WHO data, according to the report, echoes an earlier study this year, which found that air pollution in New 

Delhi is now worse than Beijing. No Chinese city ranked in the top 20 most polluted cities, despite thick, grey smog 

filling its cities and millions of residents commuting behind surgical masks. Beijing reported 56 micrograms of 

PM2.5. 

 

http://www.bihartimes.in/Newsbihar/2014/May/newsbihar10May3.html 

Date Accessed: 10.05.2014 

(Anjana John) 

 

AGRICULTURE 

UDF subcommittee in favour of giving land owners the right decide 

on fallow land 

(The Hindu, May 15, 2014) 
 

“The United Democratic Front (UDF) subcommittee, which is examining the issues related to amendment to the 

Kerala Conservation of Paddy Land and Wetland Conservation Act, is in favour of giving land owners the right to 

decide on converting land totally unfit for agriculture.” 

 

The subcommittee, headed by coalition convener P.P. Thankachan, also came to the conclusion that the Act needed 

to be amended to facilitate corrections in the basic tax register (BTR) to reflect the actual status of the land holdings. 

 

The article notes that land stretches “that had been converted for over 50 years continued to be shown as agriculture 

land in the BTR. As a result, land owners were unable to do anything with their land. When the Kerala Paddy and 

Wetland Conservation Act was passed in 2008, it did not include provisions relating to the BTR changes. The law 

did not designate the final authority to decide on the regularisation of such land. In the meantime, the High Court 

too considered this matter in six cases before it and directed the government to formulate a suitable policy.” 

 

Moreover, over the years, large tracts of land have been acquired for development purposes, while the land lying 

unused adjacent to such edifices have been lying unutilised, because under the 2008 Act it can only be used for Ag-

riculture. It is in this context that the subcommittee felt that the right to convert land totally unfit for cultivation 

should be given to the land owner. 

 

“The subcommittee was in favour of making the District Collector the final arbiter on BTR issues, with the govern-

ment retaining the appellate powers. It felt that popular committees can be appointed at the local level to examine 

applications for changes in the BTR and give their recommendations to the District Collector. The subcommittee 

also wanted stringent provisions to be included in the parent law to deter landowners from leaving their land fallow, 

especially since its advent in 2008.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/let-owners-decide-on-fallow-land-panel/article6011081.ece 

Date Accessed: 15.05.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
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GENDER 

42 per cent women in Odisha face abuse 

(Siba Mohanty, The New Indian Express, May 14, 2014) 
 

Forty two percent women in the age group of 15 to 49 are subjected to either physical or sexual violence, states the 

draft policy document of Govt of Odisha. The national figure stands at 35 percent. It further says that Odisha ranks 

10th when it comes to crimes against women, seventh in terms of dowry-related murders and eighth in terms of inci-

dence of rape. Incidence of rape rose from 1,112 in 2011 to 1,458 in 2012, a 30 percent jump. 

 

Social welfare measures for women with special needs are another sector the Government would like to focus on. 

The policy paper says elderly women constitute about 9.5 per cent of women population of the State which is also 

the seventh highest among large states of India. Women with disabilities constitute about 2.47 per cent of the 

women population which is higher than the national average of 2.01 per cent.  The State Policy reveals that a third 

of the married women - between 20 and 24 years in the State - were married before attaining the legal age of 18. In 

undivided Koraput, the scenario is even more appalling. Except Rayagada, in all other districts more than 50 per 

cent women have been married even before attaining the legal age to wed. 

 

“Infant mortality too has remained high and girl child mortality has been higher than boys. In 24 out of 30 districts, 

the gender gap is huge. Similarly, a whopping 67 pc girls in the group of six months to five years are found to be 

anaemic besides those of six out of every ten women in their reproductive age. Though maternal mortality rate has 

dropped, it is still the fourth highest in India.” 

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/42-Percent-Women-in-Odisha-Face-Abuse/2014/05/14/

article2223788.ece 

Date Accessed: 14.05.2014 

(Anjana John) 

 

REGIONAL 

Swamp deer population in Kaziranga increases by 18 

(Times of India, May 13, 2014) 
 

Kaziranga National Park, which is trying hard to save its rhinos, got a boost in the form of increase in its swamp 

deer population. According to the report of the recently-concluded swamp deer census, the number of swamp deer in 

this World Heritage Site, increased by 18 in the last six months. It now has 854 swamp deer. 

 

Divisional forest officer (Kaziranga) S K Seal Sharma said, "It's a good sign for the park and the state. Swamp deer 

is a highly endangered species. We are working hard to conserve them. However, due to the rising number of tigers 

in Kaziranga, swamp deer are under threat.” 

 

The species was discovered in 1991 and the park had 559 animals. In 2007, the population increased to 681. Since 

then, its numbers have only increased. Headcount of swamp deer in Kaziranga is a regular practice and is conducted 

to implement a fruitful conservation method. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/Swamp-deer-population-in-Kaziranga-increases-by-18/

articleshow/35056118.cms 

Date Accessed: 13.05.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

 

 

 

S O C I E T Y  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/42-Percent-Women-in-Odisha-Face-Abuse/2014/05/14/article2223788.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/42-Percent-Women-in-Odisha-Face-Abuse/2014/05/14/article2223788.ece
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/Swamp-deer-population-in-Kaziranga-increases-by-18/articleshow/35056118.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/Swamp-deer-population-in-Kaziranga-increases-by-18/articleshow/35056118.cms


 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 2 . 3 8  P a g e  2 1  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

Odisha to incentivise rainwater harvesting through subsidies 

(Bibhuti Barik, The Telegraph, May 12, 2014) 
 

The water resources department of Odisha is planning to implement a rainwater harvesting scheme with subsidy 

component to motivate people to have harvesting structures in houses across urban areas to recharge groundwater. 

The scheme, which will cost the state government around Rs 100 crore in five years (2014-2019), will be voluntary 

in nature. House owners will get subsidy only after they install rainwater harvesting systems. 

 

As per a rough estimate, if a house within 200 square metre area will need around Rs 1 lakh for installing a rain-

water harvesting system, the subsidy will be around Rs. 45000. 

 

While there are no serious groundwater problems in urban areas of West Bengal such as those in Chennai and Hy-

derabad, the intitiative has been taken up in urban areas such as Berhampur and Bhubaneswar keeping in mind rapid 

urbanisation in future. 

 

While the Bhubaneswar Development Authority (BDA) has not made the inclusion of rainwater harvesting manda-

tory in all building plans, rainwater harvesting has been made compulsory for structures bigger than 300 square me-

tres. There are 15,000 such structures in the city, but there is no data on how many have actually installed the rain-

water harvesting systems. 

 

http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140513/jsp/odisha/

story_18335993.jsp#.U3H7l_mSyaI 

Date Accessed: 13.05.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

95 % of drugs in market untested in Kerala 

(Sankar C.G, The New Indian Express, May 14, 2014) 
 

The availability of substandard drugs harmful to health is on the rise in the state, reveals data received from the Ker-

ala State Drugs Control Department. A matter of serious concern is that the department checks the quality of only 

less than 5 per cent of the medicines available in the market owing to lack of enough number of drug testing labora-

tories. At present, there are only two drug testing labs in the state, one in Thiruvananthapuram and the other in Erna-

kulam. 

 

“According to Deputy Drug Controller Ravi S Menon, 2.5 lakh brands of medicines are available in the Kerala mar-

ket and a business of `700 crore is taking place each year. Of these, the Drugs Control Department checks only 

4,000 brands. In 2013 alone, as many as 190 brands of drugs were removed from the market after they were found 

to be substandard and harmful to health. Fifty drugs have already been removed from the market till April this year, 

23 of them in March alone.” 

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/95-Percent-of-Drugs-in-Market-Untested/2014/05/14/

article2223653.ece 

Date Accessed: 14.05.2014 

(Anjana John) 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

UN-backed report reveals record 33.3 million people dis-

placed by war last year 

(UN News Centre, May 14, 2014) 
 

This article highlights the findings of a recent United Nations-backed report according to which conflict and vio-

lence uprooted a record 33.3 million people within their countries last year. The report adds that 63 per cent of those 

uprooted were from five countries – Syria, Colombia, Nigeria, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and 

Sudan. 

 

Last year’s figure is an increase of 4.5 million from 2012, signaling a record high for the second year running,. Ni-

geria features for the first time, with the report documenting that an “astounding” 3.3 million people there have been 

displaced by conflict. 

 

“The dramatic increase in forced displacement in 2013 and the fact that the average amount of time people world-

wide are living in displacement is now a staggering 17 years, all suggest that something is going terribly wrong in 

how we are responding and dealing with this issue,” said Jan Egeland, the Secretary General of the Norwegian 

Refugee Council. 

 

Syria is the largest internal and fastest evolving displacement crisis in the world, according to the report, which 

noted that 9,500 people are being displaced in the war-torn country per day – approximately one family every 60 

seconds. 

 

The three countries experiencing the worst levels of new displacement – Syria, the Central African Republic (CAR) 

and DRC – together accounted for 67 per cent of the 8.2 million people newly displaced in 2013. 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47787#.U3RQyPmSyVI 

Date Accessed: 14.5.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

MERS is serious but is not yet a global health emergency: 

WHO 

(Lena H. Sun, The Washington Post) 
 

This article highlights the assertion by the World Health Organization (WHO) that despite a rapid increase in cases 

of a deadly viral infection that emerged in the Middle East two years ago, the MERS outbreak is not yet a global 

health emergency. The virus, which causes Middle East respiratory syndrome, or MERS, infections in people, has 

been confirmed in 571 cases reported to the WHO, including 171 deaths. 

 

MERS, which was first reported in Saudi Arabia in 2012, can cause severe acute respiratory illness with fever, 

cough and shortness of breath. More than 30 percent of known patients who have symptoms of MERS have died. 

The virus is from the same family of viruses as SARS, or severe acute respiratory syndrome, which killed almost 

800 people worldwide after it first appeared in China in 2002. 

 

In a news conference in Geneva, a special emergency committee of health and infectious-disease experts agreed that 

the situation has become increasingly serious and urgent. But because “there is not convincing evidence” that the 

disease has become more transmissible from person to person, it does not yet meet the criteria for being declared a 

public health emergency of international concern, according to WHO spokesman Keiji Fukuda. 

 

The emergency committee found that much of the recent surge in cases was from large outbreaks of MERS in hospi-

tals in Saudi Arabia, where some emergency rooms are crowded and infection control and prevention are “sub-

I N D I A ’ S  W O R L D  
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optimal.” The WHO group called for all hospitals to immediately strengthen infection prevention and control meas-

ures. Basic steps, such as washing hands and proper use of gloves and masks, would have an immediate impact on 

reducing the number of cases. 

 

In Saudi Arabia, where most of the cases have occurred and where millions of people from around the world will 

make pilgrimages during Ramadan in July and the hajj in October, there appears to be little sense of urgency about 

the disease. A few people have begun wearing masks in the streets and at airports to try to protect themselves 

against the disease, but with the method of transmission of MERS still uncertain, prevention efforts have focused on 

camels. The virus has been found in camels in Qatar, Egypt and Saudi Arabia, and in a bat in Saudi Arabia. 

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/mers-is-serious-but-is-not-a-global-health-emergency-who-

says/2014/05/14/448870c0-daf1-11e3-bda1-9b46b2066796_story.html 

Date Accessed: 15.5.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

SOUTH ASIA 

Bhutan could be world's first wholly organic nation within a 

decade 

(Jo Confino, The Guardian, May 12, 2014) 
 

Bhutan could within a decade become the first country in the world to go wholly organic in its food production, 

according to key politicians in the Himalayan kingdom. There is commitment across political parties to rid the 

country of chemical fertilisers and pesticides. 

 

While no formal timeframe has been 

put in place, the country would be 

able to be fully organic in 10 years if 

the same intensity of commitment is 

retained and practical solutions are 

found to the pest and disease prob-

lems still affecting a few crops. 

 

“Despite the commitment from both 

main political parties, some experts 

within Bhutan worry that they are 

being too optimistic and that farmers 

are actually becoming increasingly 

reliant on chemical fertilisers. Many 

of the farmers the Guardian met in 

central and eastern Bhutan spoke of 

their reluctance to go fully organic as 

they believe their yields will fall, 

especially given weather patterns are becoming more erratic.” However, opposition leader Pema Gyamtsho insists 

that the trend is in the opposite direction as farmers begin to recognise that chemicals are having a damaging effect 

on the quality of the soil. 

 

If organic produce is to be economically viable is the certification capacity within Bhutan has to be drastically 

improved. The first testing laboratory opened only recently. 

 

According to Gyamtsho, the priority at the moment should be to satisfy regional markets that do not need the same 

level of third party oversight that buyers in Europe and the US demand. But as the country's testing capacity 

grows, he says certification will be "a very important requirement not just for the export market but also for our 

people as they need to know what they're eating.” 

I N D I A ’ S  W O R L D  
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http://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/bhutan-organic-nation-gross-national-happiness-

programme 

Date Accessed: 14.05.2014 

(Amrutha Jose Pampackal) 
 

AMERICAS 

Governments in Latin America and Caribbean agree on 

solid measures to eradicate hunger 

(FAO, May 09, 2014) 
 

Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean have advanced a robust agenda aimed at achieving the eradication of 

hunger in the region, during a major FAO meeting which concluded on May 09, 2014 in Santiago, Chile. 

 

 All thirty three countries of the region have reaffirmed their commitment to eradicate hunger by 2025 via the Hun-

ger-Free Latin America and the Caribbean Initiative, as well as pledged to strengthen actions to eliminate malnutri-

tion. 

 

The priority that governments are giving to the fight against hunger was manifested by the participation at the con-

ference of top leaders from across the region, including the President of Chile, Michelle Bachelet, the Vice-

President for Social Matters of Venezuela, Hector Rodriguez, the First Lady of Peru, Nadine Heredia, and 19 State 

ministers and 12 deputy-ministers, all of whom agreed to implement various international cooperation initiatives. 

 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/231414/icode/ 

Date Accessed: 14.05.2014 

(Anjana John) 
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