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Key Message  
 

 

Policy Watch is a key instrument of RGICS's vision and strategy.  

RGICS's core vision is opening up the Indian state to peoples' voice -- in its leg-

islative, executive and judicial functions.  

Elected representatives and political parties have a central responsibility in chan-

neling peoples' voice into the functioning of the State. In turn, this requires en-

hancing the knowledge and capacity of elected representatives and political par-

ties on State policy. 

Policy Watch informs elected representatives and other political leaders about 

key policy developments nationally and globally. This will enable them to inter-

vene in policy decision making and reflect people's voice.  

Produced by a dedicated and talented team of scholars at RGICS, led by our 

young RG-RALs, Policy Watch is a unique product that presents information and 

analysis about policy for a political audience.  Policy Watch has by now covered 

over a thousand policy issues. 
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Urbanisation: Trend in India and its Policy Challenges 
 

Context 
 

Global evidence, especially from developed nations, indicates that industrialisation and urbanisation accompany 

each other (Bairoch 1988). It was expected that the 1991 liberalization reforms, by paving way for greater industri-

alization, would trigger urbanisation in India just like the 1980 reforms did in China. However, India’s urbanisation 

post liberalization has been termed as below normally ‘expected’. This could partly be attributed to the rise of high-

tech and specialised industries in metropolitan cities that were labour-light as against the expected growth of labour 

intensive manufacturing sector. 

 

However, post 2001 India witnessed greater private investment in areas such as industries, information technology, 

services sector and infrastructure1. This has been reflected in rising share in non-agricultural industries in the GDP 

since 20012. The increased investment largely flowed into urban areas and triggered the much delayed urbanization 

phenomenon. This has added 90 million people to India’s urban areas in 2011 over last decade. (Census 2011, 2001 

report). A McKinsey Report (2010) on India’s urbanisation prospects  projects that during the period 2010-2030, 

urban India will create 70 percent of all new jobs in India. The labour-intensive manufacturing, construction, and 

services are further expected to drive greater migration to India’s urban areas as per various projections (HPEC Re-

port). Population estimates show that another 55 million will be added to India’s urban areas by 2021 and another 

100 million by 20263. At this pace, India’s urban population will exceed its rural population by 20454. 

 

These statistics highlight that India is at a critical juncture where its traditionally rural characteristic, best captured 

by Gandhi’s observation “true India lies in its seven lakh villages”, is set to undergo a historic transformation. This 

rapid urbanisation couldn’t have come at a more crucial time. With 69 percent of India’s 1.2 billion people expected 

to be between the ages of 15 and 65 by 2035, India needs to create enough productive employment opportunities to 

reap the benefits of this demographic windfall. World over, urban areas tend to be invariably more productive due to 

economies of agglomerations. In line with this trend, McKinsey’s report not only estimated that Urban India will 

create 70 percent of all new jobs but also that these jobs would be twice as productive when compared to rural em-

ployment opportunities. With urbanization poised to play a crucial role in India’s growth it is imperative that policy 

makers and urban planners embrace this phenomenon by gearing policies towards accommodating and facilitating 

this transformation with proper social protection and due rights to its people. 

 

Contemporary Challenges 
 

India so far fares poorly in most of the elements of a successful urban development strategy including land use, af-

fordable housing, transportation, access to basic services like water and sanitation and social security. In order to 

accommodate and facilitate the impending rapid urbanisation the government needs to create an environment that 

enables economic growth, economies of urban agglomeration and social change. The following sub-section delve 

into policy distortions that are hindering economic and spatial transformation in India. 

 

Urban Housing 

 

Restrictive land use policy and high property prices have given rise to ‘shelter poverty’ in the form of slum and 

pavement dwellers. One estimate (World Bank Report) suggests that 25 percent of urban population in India resides 

in slums and the figure escalates to a staggering 54 percent for Greater Mumbai. Not all people living in slums are 

poor though, some are forced to live in these conditions because rent control laws have led to scarcity of low income 

housing. As cities expand, policymakers need to develop an inclusive urban design which provides low income 

housing to economically weaker sections (EWS) of society. Not doing so can perpetuate poverty levels because 

EWS are susceptible to poverty in an environment marked by poor public health. Related to this is the problem of 

rigid land use policy. Floor Space Index (FSI)5 limits in India have historically been set way below international 

standards thus hindering urban densification and making the process of urban expansion expensive. Strict regula-

tions on FSI, height, setback and zoning controls limit development and economic growth and make urban proper-

ties expensive for housing and businesses; thus pushing them to the periphery. In actual practise low FSI restrictions 

also encourage illegal construction. Thus current land use policies fail to reflect market realities and socio-economic 
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demands. 

 

Mobility 

 

Easy mobility and an efficient transport system are essential for successful urbanisation. Reforms to India’s urban 

transportation have failed to match the sharp rise in vehicles. From 1951 to 2004, road network had expanded only 8 

times while vehicle numbers have increased by 100 times. Thus limited road carrying capacity has increased journey 

times in India’s mega cities by more than 30 percent compared to smaller cities (World Bank 2013). Further, public 

transportation which is the only form of mobility for the poor accounts for a mere 22 percent of the urban transport 

system; a figure much below the average 40 - 50 percent observed in other middle income countries (World Bank 

2013). Public transportation in Indian cities is also one of the most unaffordable in the world with Mumbai’s cost 

being twice of London and five times that of New York. The high cost and low availability of public transportation 

hinders the movement of labour from the peripheries to the inner city. Indian cities are also characterised by high 

freight costs between peripheries and urban centres relative to the national level cost due to which Indian industry 

spends nearly 1.5 times more on freight, compared to Germany and the United States. Thus urban transport systems 

in India are characterised by slow, expensive commuting and freight costs hindering Indian cities from realising 

economies of agglomeration and perpetuating loss of productivity. 

 

Sanitation 

 

To make cities liveable it is essential that they be clean and have reliable water supply, the lack of which imposes 

considerable costs, especially for the poor. For instance, low income households without access to public water con-

nections have to rely on expensive private suppliers. In Indian cities, it is a common sight to see slum dwellers stand 

in long queues to fill buckets of water whenever there is intermittent water supply; this involves an economic trade-

off between going to work and accessing an essential necessity like water which the poor cannot afford. Further, 

poor waste water management leads to an annual expenditure of nearly $15 billion to treat water-borne diseases (CII 

and CEEW 2010). 

 

Urban areas by their very nature of large population and high density are susceptible to adverse effects of poor sani-

tary conditions. The poor again are penalized most due to lack of proper sanitation. 

 

A WSP study found that the economic impact of poor sanitation is the maximum for poorest 20 percent of urban 

households. According to the HPEC report nearly 50 million people in urban India are forced to defecate in the open 

due to a combination of poor sewerage network, shortage of public toilets and lack of running water in toilets. Fur-

ther, there are spatial disparities in access to services such as drainage and sewerage which tend to worsen as one 

moves towards the suburbs and as the size of the city reduces. 

 

Governance 

 

The theory of urban governance in India is richer than its practice. The 74th Constitutional Amendment Act of 1992 

led to decentralization of powers through the constitution of urban local bodies (ULBs) as ‘institutions of self-

government’. This was aimed at strengthening urban service delivery. However, in practice, this decentralization 

has not progressed as envisaged. ULBs are plagued by partial devolution of power, inadequate finances and limited 

capacity. Overbearing State governments with veto powers have stifled most local level decisions. For instance, 

State governments have the authority to override or alter urban plans.  

 

The Mayorships of Indian cities are typified by insufficient authority and limited resources to effectively address the 

issues faced by cities. India is the only G20 country without a directly elected mayor. Also the shying away of well 

qualified people from democratic process has meant that Indian cities are deprived of quality leaders. Of the 43 

mayors the southern Indian city of Bangalore has had till 2005, only 14 of them were graduates.  

 

The Jawaharlal Nehru Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) of 2005 which was supposed to be a game changer for 

pan India urban development has failed to implement many infrastructure projects because of abysmal capacity of 

personnel at local government level in preparing and implementing projects (Planning Commission). Also, funds 

released under JNNURM show insignificant correlation to poverty levels in a city in addition to a bias towards big 
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cities (Kundu and Samanta, 2012). This is a manifestation of issues discussed so far such as top down approach to 

urban challenges, failure of leadership and inflexible finances.  

 

Safety and Security 

 

Cities that attract economic power and foster growth also spawn crime, violence & and an overall sense of insecu-

rity. Today’s cities face a wide spectrum of threats ranging from terrorism to rising crime rates, civil unrests, shoot-

ings, natural disasters and other emergencies. Homeland Security and urbanization are key issues concerning civil 

society.  According to the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), the rate of incidences of crime (cognizable of-

fenses under IPC) has seen a major upward trend. Foremost among these is rape, the number of incidences of which 

has risen by 873% since 1953. It is followed by kidnapping and abduction (749%) and murder (250%).  Crime and 

fear of crime are perhaps the most important factors influencing our choice of a living place, workplace and behav-

iour. The impetus for urban growth will depend much upon India’s ability to sustain its homeland security.  

 

The unfortunate Nirbahaya rape case or the horrific 2011 serial blasts in Mumbai have time and again reiterated the 

urgent need for a comprehensive security system. Such incidents have raised questions in the minds of urbanites 

such as- Is our existing public security infrastructure equipped to counter threats and vulnerabilities facing urban 

societies and is it quick and effective? To prove well prepared against these threats there is growing demand for cit-

ies to be equipped with new and emerging technologies that can ensure safe and secure cities. Security experts pro-

pose that government strategies need to move beyond enhancing its defence preparedness against crimes and acts of 

terror to provide integrated public security infrastructure solutions which should include real time visual, audio and 

location-based information.  

 

Conclusion: Strengthening Policy Making Processes and Outcome 
 

Remarkably, India has not updated its definition of “urban” in 50 years leading to a downward bias on India’s urban 

statistics6. Therefore even though some areas might display urban features, the stringent definition of “urban” would 

exclude these settlements from urban statistics, hindering the integration of fast expanding peri-urban areas through 

good urban planning (World Bank 2011). Further, the data pool on housing is characterised by poor timeliness, cov-

erage and inaccuracy; this has serious implications for making effective policies and fund disbursement. 

 

Indian cities and towns lack basic amenities and services because the paradigm of urban planning in India has 

mostly focused on providing investment and infrastructure without adequately addressing concerns of governance 

and service delivery. The institution of urban governance is compromised by multiplicity of agencies, fragmented 

and often overlapping authority without adequate coordination and lack of accountability.  

As urban population is likely to increase by at least 250 million by 2030, it is expected that the number of urban 

poor will rise too (Planning Commission). Modern planning has failed to include the concerns of the poor who pro-

vide much needed unskilled and semi-skilled services to support skill based activity and capital. The process of ur-

ban planning must be inclusive and cater to housing and transport needs of the poor and not just be a technical and 

dehumanized exercise in urban design. Such an exercise must reflect the voice of all the affected stakeholders in an 

urban setting. 

 

Twenty first century India is increasingly marked by inequality, political unrest and environmental degradation. 

Considering contemporary challenges the objective of Indian urban policy must be redefined to help cities steer 

towards economically, socially, politically and environmentally sustainable and not just be limited to mere provision 

of public services and infrastructure.  

 

The process of framing urban policy in India so far has adapted a top down approach despite laws contrary to that. It 

does not have a mechanism to involve the voice of stakeholders in its formulation. In addition to this democratic-

deficit, India’s approach towards urban policy is characterised by a failure to make use of sound statistical and sci-

entific evidence. These factors combined with less than robust implementation mechanisms and weak accountability 

structures have resulted in nearly a complete breakdown in the functioning of Indian cities. Reforming and strength-

ening the foundation of urban policy making process will foster formulation of comprehensive urban policies capa-

ble of nurturing inclusive progress. 
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In its ‘Approach to the 12th five year plan’ the Planning Commission of India said, “it took nearly forty years (1978 

to 2008) for India’s urban population to rise by 230 million. It could take only half the time to add the next 250 mil-

lion. If not well managed, this inevitable increase in India’s urban population will lead to an implosion of urban 

infrastructural systems”. Undoubtedly, this is a challenge that cannot be ignored at policy level. 
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Endnotes 

1. Source: Central Statistical Organisation. National Accounts Statistics. various issues, Government of India. 

2. GDP in the industry and services sectors grew at 6.9 and 9.4 per cent per annum during 2001-11, compared with 5.7 and 7.3 

per cent per annum respectively in the 1990s.  

3. Source: Census of India (2001), Population Projections For India And States 2001-2026, Report Of The Technical Group On 

Population Projections Constituted By The National Commission On Population 

4. Source: United Nations. (2007). World Urbanisation Prospects: The 2007 Revision. Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs, United Nations 

5. The ratio of the gross floor area of a building on a lot divided by the area of that lot. Maximum residential FAR/FSI in major 

cities around the world is above 10, while in India it does not exceed 4 and is often much lower. In the island city of Mumbai, 

one of the most expensive real estate locations in the country, it is set at a very low level of 1.33. 

6. Since its 1961 census, it has used the following three definitions: a population of 5,000 or more, a density of at least 1,000 

persons per square mile (or 400 per square kilometer), and at least 75 percent of workers engaged in non-agricultural employ-

ment (this was further narrowed in 1981 to male workers only). 

 

 

 

(Karishma Mutreja) 
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Minors over 10 years can operate bank accounts independ-

ently: RBI 
 

(PTI, May 06, 2014) 
Minors above 10 years of age can open and operate independently savings bank account and use other facilities like 

ATM and cheque books. The guidelines issued by Reserve Bank of India allow minors to operate bank accounts 

independently with a view to promote financial inclusion and bring uniformity in opening of such accounts in banks. 

 

RBI had earlier permitted minors to open fixed and savings deposit bank account with mothers as guardian. 

Modifying the guidelines, the RBI said that all minors can now open a savings/fixed/recurring bank deposit account 

through either his/her natural guardian or legally appointed guardian. The minors who have attained 10 years of age, 

would be allowed to open and operate savings bank accounts independently. 

 

"Banks may, however, keeping in view their risk management systems, fix limits in terms of age and amount up to 

which minors may be allowed to operate the deposit accounts independently," the RBI said. Further, the banks can 

also decide on the minimum documents which are required for opening of accounts by minors. 

 

"Banks are free to offer additional banking facilities like Internet banking, ATM/debit card, cheque book facility, 

etc, subject to the safeguards that minor accounts are not allowed to be overdrawn and that these always remain in 

credit," the guidelines further stated. 

 

On attaining majority, the minor would be required to confirm the balance in his/her account. If the account was 

operated by the natural/legal guardian, fresh operating instructions and specimen signature of the minor should be 

obtained and kept on record for all operational purposes, the RBI said. 

 

http://www.dnaindia.com/money/report-minors-over-10-years-can-operate-bank-accounts-rbi-1985720 

Date Accessed: 06.05.2014 

(Anjana John) 
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No penalty if minimum balance not kept in dormant bank 

account  
(DD News, May 06, 2014) 

  

The Reserve Bank asked banks not to levy penalties on customers who don't maintain a minimum balance in any 

inoperative account as part of a consumer protection initiative. RBI in a notification said, "It is advised that hence-

forth banks are not permitted to levy penal charges for non-maintenance of minimum balances in any inoperative 

account." 

 

Several banks, including the State Bank of India, do not levy any charge if the minimum balance is not maintained 

in an inoperative savings account. For operative accounts, customers of ICICI Bank and HDFC Bank are charged Rs 

750 per quarter if they don't maintain a minimum average quarterly balance of Rs 10,000 in urban centres and Rs 

5,000 in semi-urban areas. 

 

In the first bi-monthly monetary policy statement for 2014-15 released last month, the RBI had said banks should 

also not take undue advantage of customer difficulty or inattention. "Instead of levying penal charges for non-

maintenance of minimum balance in ordinary savings bank accounts, banks should limit services available on such 

accounts to those available to basic savings bank deposit accounts and restore the services when the balances im-

prove to the minimum required level," it said. 

 

http://www.ddinews.gov.in/Business/Business%20-%20Headlines/Pages/rbiminimumbalance.aspx 

Date Accessed: 07.05.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

Government launches an indigenous payment network- 

‘RuPay’ card 
(The Economic Times, May 08, 2014; Press Information Bureau, May 07, 2014) 

 

India now has its own card payment network called ‘RuPay’. RuPay, a new card payment scheme, is the coinage of 

two terms Rupee and Payment. RuPay will not only reduce dependence on cash and help in streamlining the card 

payment systems in the country but will also offer users diverse set of payment option within the country. Since the 

transaction processing will happen domestically, it is expected to lead to lower cost of clearing and settlement. 

Banks will pay fees in Indian rupees instead of foreign currency. This will be of immense value to the economy as 

the volume of card transactions will be significant in the years ahead. 

 

“RuPay is developed by National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) – a ‘not-for-profit’ Company envisioned 

by Reserve Bank of India and created by the banking industry. RuPay works on three channels - ATMs, Point of 

Sales (POS) and online sales. RuPay would be available at a cost which is much less than the cost of international 

cards. The public sector banks have already installed 25,331 RuPay cards enabled ATMS and 9,000 more ATMs 

would be installed in the current fiscal. The RuPay card is accepted at all ATMs (1.6 lakh plus), 95 per cent of PoS 

terminals (9.45 lakh plus) and most of the eCom merchants (about 10,000) in the country.” The benefits of the Ru-

Pay card also include personal accident insurance and permanent disability cover of Rs one lakh to the cardholder, 

subject to the card being kept in activated condition. Such a feature is not present on any international card scheme 

 

“A variant of the card called ‘Kisan Card’ is now being issued by all the Public Sector banks in addition to the main-

stream debit card which has been issued by 43 banks. Another variant of pre-paid RuPay card would shortly be 

launched by IRCTC. More than 150 Cooperative banks and the Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) in the country have 

also issued RuPay ATM card. The total number of cards issued is 17 Million and is growing at a rate of about 3 Mil-

lion per month.” 

 

This card symbolizes the capabilities of banking industry in India to build a card payment network so that depend-

ency on international card scheme is minimized. The NPCI board plans to take RuPay card overseas and is already 

E C O N O M Y  
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in talks with Discover Financial Services in the US and JDC in Japan for a collaboration. It must be noted that India 

is one of the few countries in the world to meet the card payment system needs domestically. 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/banking/finance/finance/rupay-will-reduce-dependence-on-cash-

transactions-pranab-mukherjee/articleshow/34827814.cms?prtpage=1 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=105005 

Date Accessed: 08.05.2014 

(Karishma Mutreja)  
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 POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE 

Meghalaya Govt in a fix over hawkers’ policy implementa-

tion 
(The Shillong Times, May 11, 2014)  
 

The article states that in the absence of suitable land, the State Government of Meghalaya is in a fix as far as the 

implementation of the proposed hawkers’ policy is concerned. Speaking on the issue, Urban Affairs Minister Am-

pareen Lyngdoh said “that the biggest challenge for the Government right now is to find a suitable land for reloca-

tion of the hawkers.”  

 

The Minister further stated that the prevalent land tenure system and private individuals primarily owning land in 

Meghalaya has compounded the government’s problem in implementing the hawker’s policy. However State Gov-

ernment “cannot decline to implement the policy because Meghalaya has to follow the National Hawkers’ Policy.” 

 

“The proposed policy is aimed at safeguarding the rights of the hawkers besides defining the role of the government 

in the rehabilitation of the hawkers. It also looks to demarcate areas in the city which can be converted into hawker-

free zones.”  Presently “hundreds of hawkers are seen operating in the commercial zone of the city from Motphran 

to Khyndailad causing obstruction to the movement of the pedestrians and traffic.” 

 

http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2014/05/11/govt-in-a-fix-over-hawkers-policy-implementation/  

Date Accessed: 11.05.2014 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 

 

DEVELOPMENT 

India could be Asia’s first cruelty-free cosmetics zone 
(The Hindu, May 07, 2014) 

 

The government has introduced a draft notification that bans India from importing animal-tested cosmetics. If the 

ban is implemented, India will become Asia’s first animal cruelty-free cosmetics zone, said a non-governmental 

organisation here. The notification is available for public consultation for 45 days after which the government will 

take a decision in the matter. 

 

The draft import ban rule follows its cosmetics animal testing ban victory in June. A legislative rule prohibiting ani-

mal testing for cosmetics throughout India completed its public consultation period in March and is expected to be 

implemented soon.  Experts welcomed the move stating that with a ban on cosmetics animal testing already in place 

in India, it is now time to ensure that cosmetics tested with cruelty in other countries cannot be imported in India's 

shops. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-could-be-asias-first-crueltyfree-cosmetics-zone/article5983592.ece 

Date Accessed: 07.05.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

13 new godowns to come up in Odisha 
(Exim News Service, May 7, 2014) 

  
In three soutern districts of Odisha, Ganjam, Gajapati and Kandhamal, 13 new godowns having a capacity of 2,500 

tonnes would be set up. These godowns will be set up in in public-private partnership (PPP) mode to store agricul-

ture produce, as per the sources. 

 

The Ganjam district civil supplies officer, Mr S. K. Mohanty, said once these godowns are constructed, problem of 
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storing paddy would be eased in these places. He even said that godowns with 500 tonnes capacity would also be set 

up in each block of Ganjam district for the Public Distribution System (PDS). 

 

http://www.eximin.net/NewsDetails.aspx?name=75650 

Date Accessed: 8.5.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EXCLUSION 

Migrant workers left in the lurch without compensation 
(M.P. Praveen, The Hindu, May 06, 2014) 

 

Migrant workers continue to be victims of negligence and apathetic working conditions and treatment with no guar-

antee of compensation in the event of an accident as the death of four migrants at a plywood factory at Perum-

bavoor, Kerala suggests. 

 

Martin Patrick, field expert in unorganized labour force, points out that “on paper migrant workers or their relatives 

were eligible for benefits under the Factories Act and the Inter State Migrant Workers Welfare Scheme apart from 

insurance claim in the event of a fatal accident...under the Factories Act and the employer is required to register all 

workers and bestow them with all relevant social security benefits whereas dependents of migrants meeting with 

fatal accidents in the workplace are entitled to Rs.1 lakh under the Inter State Migrant Workers Welfare Scheme.” 

 

However, these benefits hardly reach the worker, primarily due to exploitation by the employer and contractor and 

abject lack of awareness about their rights among the workers. 

 

Employers are required to provide insurance to migrant workers as well, but that doesn’t happen as these workers 

are mostly not registered. Thampan Thomas, a lawyer and trade union leader, notes that, in the event of fatal acci-

dents, the dependants of migrant workers were entitled to statutory benefits under the Workmen’s Compensation 

Act; tabulated based on the earning capacity of the deceased. However, they were likely to get a far bigger compen-

sation if they approached the court. 

 

He noted that “death of migrant workers at workplace cannot be construed as accidents but culpable homicide since 

in majority of cases there is an element of criminal negligence on the part of the employer.” 

 

Migrants are also deprived of the benefits of welfare fund board because of the complicated formalities involved in 

registration to qualify. Mr Thomas said that “a separate legislation should be formulated for the welfare of migrant 

workers.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Kochi/migrant-workers-left-in-the-lurch-without-compensation/

article5981999.ece 

Date Accessed: 07.05.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

Government plans socio-economic survey in forest villages 
(PTI, May 04, 2014) 

  

The Centre is planning an exclusive socio-economic survey of the people living in and around forest areas to bring 

out the role of forest products and ecosystem in their lifestyle. 

 

"The survey shall entail collecting information on socio-economic status of the people living in and around forest 

areas and their dependence on the forests for their livelihood needs," states the new National Working Plan Code 

adopted by the Union environment and forests ministry. 

 

For the purpose, the government may seek help from sociologists, economists, socio-economists and recognised 
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institutes to conduct the survey. 

 

The Forest Research Institute (FRI); which prepared the code; says it “was developed over a period of five years by 

involving as many organisations and individuals as possible. According to the latest survey, the forest cover in the 

country has decreased by 367sqkm.” 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/environment/developmental-issues/government-plans-socio-economic-survey-

in-forest-villages/articleshow/34626244.cms 

Date Accessed: 06.05.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

 

Educational Institutions alienating Tribal Students in Kerala 
(Saritha S Balan, The New Indian Express, May 03, 2014) 

 

According to a recent  survey, educational institutions in Kerala are alienating tribal students. The dropout level 

among graduates, during the period which the survey covered, was 492 (1.47 per cent). It was 194 (0.58 per cent) at 

postgraduate level and 2,021 (6.05 per cent) among those who joined Certificate Diploma courses, the survey found. 

The dropout level for BTech course was 44 (13 per cent) and that of the allied courses was 923 (2.76 per cent). 

 

The survey started in 2008 and was completed in October 2011. While the source of income for the 70 per cent 

dropouts is agricultural labour, poverty in families account for 35.29 per cent dropout rate. The reason for 29.23 per 

cent students to leave school midway is failure in exams. Non-accessibility of schools forced 1,562 children to dis-

continue studies, whereas unfavourable conditions at home accounted for 4,932 students quitting schools. “Tiring 

journey to school stood in the way of education for 411 students. The feeling of alienation at schools led 1,457 chil-

dren to quit school while early marriage put an end to the educational life of 1,124 students. Strangely, Gotra rituals 

like the one that prevents girl children from going out after they attain puberty were the reasons for 143 students to 

discontinue studies. The dropout was the highest among the Paniyar community.” 

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/Schools-Alienating-Tribal-Students/2014/05/03/article2203348.ece 

Date Accessed: 05.05.2014 

(Anjana John) 

 

CONNECTIVITY 

Rail services in Arunachal suspended on ILP issue 
 (Agencies, The Shillong Times, May 11, 2014)  

 

“The newly commissioned train service in Arunachal Pradesh has been temporarily suspended by the Indian Rail-

way Department over security and inner-line permit (ILP) issue” “The decision for suspension of the much awaited 

train services was taken by the higher authorities by the Railway Department following demands made by the stu-

dent unions.  

 

“The Indian Railway introduced regular passenger train services from Naharlogun in Arunachal Pradesh to Tezpur 

in Assam from the 7th of April last month.” “The train service will now terminate at Harmuti instead of Naharlogun 

and will continue to do so till the proper security arrangements have been made.” “Notably ILP is required to every 

non-Arunachalee before the entry into the state.”  

 

Chief Secretary Ramesh Negi informed that “the Railway authorities did not inform the state government in well 

advance for before commencing of regular train services into the state.” Besides that he added “the state administra-

tion was busy for maintaining the model code of conduct for the single phase simultaneous polls for Lok Sabha and 

Assembly Elections held on April 9.” Therefore “considering the situations, the state government was not fully pre-

pared to arrange proper security arrangements as well as thorough checking of ILP of train passengers” he stated. 
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“However, the state administration with its limited resources had tried its level best through various means to main-

tain security and checking of ILPs to the railway passengers” he said. 

 

Different student organisations and civil society organisations in the state have expressed serious concern over large 

scale migration of people into the state.” They have pointed out that the state required and would have benefitted 

much more if rail services were provided from Naharlogun to Delhi instead of local passenger train services to Tez-

pur. “The rail project was commissioned under PM’s special package to bring the land of the rising sun into the 

country’s railway map and also to augment better communication system to the people of this land locked state.” 

 

 

http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2014/05/11/rail-services-in-arunachal-suspended-on-ilp-issue/  

Date Accessed: 11.05.2014 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 

 

RURAL 

Self Help Groups (SHG) need bank loans to survive 
(Times of India, May 05, 2014) 

 

Bikram Kumar Das, deputy general manager, Nabard in Ranchi at a press conference has said that unless banks pro-

vide loans to women self help groups formed in 18 of the 24 districts in the Uttar Pradesh, the purpose to make them 

self reliant will be defeated. 

 

He noted that despite Nabard providing funds through NGOs, banks are not sanctioning loans to the SHGs, this can 

only be successful in a poor and backward state like Jharkhand if the bankers dedicate themselves to working for the 

poor with a proper plan in mind by creating awareness. He further noted that “two lakh such groups have been 

formed in 18 districts of Jharkhand — barring 6 Santhal Paraganas — until now only 20,000 bank accounts were 

opened and loans were given to 2,700 self help groups in the state. In Hazaribag, 1,700 accounts were opened of 

which 1,300 are linked to the banks... of the 1,300 groups only 132 groups were given credit by the banks.”  

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ranchi/Self-Help-Groups-need-bank-loans-to-survive/

articleshow/34678083.cms 

Date Accessed: 06.05.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

TRANSPORT 

Track Planes’ Flight On Real-Time Basis: DGCA To Airlines 
(Tehelka, May 07, 2014) 

 

Responding to the global alarm at the mysterious disappearance of MH-370 plane which had 239 people on board, 

the aviation regulator came out with a fresh circular mandating that airplane operators should use “all suitable 

means”, including Aircraft Communications Addressing and Reporting System (ACARS), to track their cargo or 

passenger aircraft from take-off to landing. 

 

DGCA’s new Safety Circular said that, those planes, which are not fitted with ACARS, should carry out real-time 

tracking with the help of Automatic Dependent Surveillance – Broadcast (ADS-B). It also laid down guidelines for 

operators to devise a procedure for effective tracking of aircraft while flying over areas where there is no coverage 

of either ACARS or ADS-B. 

 

Commercial aircraft normally spend considerable amount of time operating over remote areas and even high seas, 

where there are no radar coverage or international requirements for such tracking. The wreckage of the Malaysian 

plane, which disappeared on March 8, has not been located as yet as there was no real-time tracking of the aircraft in 

the last phase of the ill-fated flight. 
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The International Air Transport Association (IATA) has created a Task Force to make recommendations by this year 

on how to continuously track commercial aircraft operations. DGCA sources said till the IATA recommendations 

come in, “we need to implement measures in the interim period with an objective of increasing the capability of all 

agencies involved with airline operations to effectively track aircraft.” 

  

http://www.tehelka.com/track-planes-flight-on-real-time-basis-dgca-to-airlines/ 

Date Accessed: 08.05.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

Educational Technology Solutions abound; Utilisation re-

mains low 
(Ankita Gupta, The Guardian, May 07, 2014) 

 

Despite several interventions in education technology in India, positive trends are yet to be reflected in education 

system. While private schools have witnessed the concentration of more sophisticated and varied range of educa-

tional technology solutions, public schools have largely remained dependent on government grants to improve edu-

cation technology. However, benefits have hardly percolated in either of the sectors. 

 

The central government grants£49,700 every year to each public school district to invest in educational technology. 

However, according to government estimates only 22% of primary schools have a computer. Moreover, officials 

have observed during visits that many schools aren't using the equipment they have. 

 

According to government estimates, there are about 254 million pupils in primary and secondary schools both in the 

private and public sector. However, there is no overall technology policy for schools. Moreover, internet penetration 

remains low at around 12% with slow average connection speeds. 

 

On the other hand, service providers to private schools have not profited much either. Lack of training to teachers on 

how to use the technology was one of the major reasons of failure of the solutions offered by various firms. 

 

However, the experience of Rajeev Gajula- a teacher at a private school for low-income families in New Delhi-is a 

stark contrast to that witnessed by both government and private firms dealing with education technology.  Gujala, 

who initially lent his laptop to students, now has four donated laptops upon which students operate. 

 

 http://www.theguardian.com/technology/2014/may/07/technology-transform-india-education-system 

Date Accessed: 08.05.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

 India asserts New Delhi does not have worst air pollution; 

rejects WHO report 

(Aditya Kalra, Reuters, May 08, 2014) 

 

Responding to a World Health Organisation (WHO) report that ranks New Delhi as the world’s worst city for air 

pollution, the Central Pollution Board of India rejected the report’s findings stating that the WHO value overesti-

mates air pollution levels in the city. 
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According to the study, the national capital had an annual average of 153 micrograms of small particulates or PM 

2.5 per cubic metre.  However, Gufran Beig, chief project scientist at the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, 

despite higher pollution levels in winter,  the yearly average for Delhi is around 110 (micrograms). 

 

The report had called for fresh demands from experts to tighten fuel emission standards regulations. Sunita Narain, 

director general of the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE), had suggested that uniform fuel emission stan-

dards be implemented across the nation in 2015. 

 

According to Beig, the US Embassy site estimates Beijing’s  annual average to be around 100, which is nearly dou-

ble the WHO's estimates. 

 

http://in.reuters.com/article/2014/05/08/delhi-air-pollution-who-china-idINKBN0DO12M20140508 

Date Accessed: 08.05.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS 

No permission needed to probe senior officers for graft: SC 
(Ajith Vijay Kumar, Zee Media Bureau, May 06, 2014) 
In a historic verdict, the Supreme Court has ruled that the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) will not need per-

mission from the government to conduct an inquiry in corruption cases against senior bureaucrats. The court struck 

down section 6A of the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act that required prior permission from the government 

for officers at the level of joint secretary and above stating that it has the propensity of shielding the corrupt. 

 

As the CBI derives its powers from the Delhi Special Police Establishment (DSPE) Act, it was bound by provision 

of Section 6A that requires CBI to seek prior permission of the central government to investigate officers of the rank 

of joint secretary and above for any offence under the Prevention of Corruption  The court also held the provision to 

be violative of Article 14 (Equality before the law) as it discriminated between senior and junior officials while 

checking corruption and it is arbitrary as there is no such bar on state police when it takes action against corruption. 

 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/sc-unshackles-cbi-grants-power-to-probe-graft-without-govt-

nod_930059.html 

Date Accessed: 06.05.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

Judicial system to manage tax litigation to be launched 
(Remya Nair, LiveMint, May 01, 2014) 

 

The income tax (I-T) department is all set to launch a centralized repository of all appeals and important judgements 

in direct tax cases by the end of 2014—a move aimed at helping the department in managing litigation better. 

 

The National Judicial Reference System (NJRS) will help taxmen access all pending appeals and track their status, 

enable officers to take timely action in appeal matters, aid decision making and improve litigation management in 

the tax department. The database will make available all relevant judgements of the income tax appellate tribunal, 

high courts and the Supreme Court along with department orders and circulars. It will also mention the PAN number 

of the assessee, the assessment year, the question of law that is being debated, the department’s stand and other de-

tails about the case like the date of filing the appeal and the court in which it’s being heard for facilitating an easy 

search on the web-based system. 

 

As per a 2013 CAG report, some 306,000 appeals were pending before various appellate authorities as of March 

2012 involving a tax demand of more than Rs.2.42 trillion. 

 

The tax department has been taking a number of steps to reduce and streamline the litigation process. These include 

increasing monetary limits for filing appeals, instructions to field officers to file special leave petitions only in de-
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serving cases and better coordination among various agencies. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/XstcIsmmbCxnTeh6JzFpfN/Judicial-system-to-manage-tax-litigation-tobe-

launched.html 

Date Accessed: 06.05.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

RTE not applicable to minority schools: Supreme Court 
(Satya Prakash, Hindustan Times, May 07, 2014) 

 

The Supreme Court has ruled that the Right to Education Act, which mandates that 25 per cent seats in all schools 

be reserved for the economically disadvantaged, will not apply to aided or unaided minority institutions. A five-

judge Constitution Bench headed by Chief Justice R M Lodha said that Article 21 (A) does not alter the basis struc-

ture of the Constitution. Federation of Public Schools, a conglomerate of over 350 private unaided schools, had con-

tended that the law violates their right to run their schools without government interference. 

 

The petition had contended that although a three-judge bench had in 2012 upheld the validity of the law, this was 

erroneous because the court did not consider two earlier Constitution Bench rulings that the state cannot interfere in 

the affairs of private institutions. The Right to Education law was enacted by Parliament in 2009 by inserting Article 

21A to provide free and compulsory education to children between 6 and 14 years. 

 

“Educational institutions in India such as Kendriya Vidyalayas, Indian Institute of Technology, All-India Institute of 

Medical Sciences and Government Medical Colleges admit students in seats reserved for backward classes and for 

the SC and ST and yet these government institutions have produced excellent students who have grown up to be 

good administrators, academicians, scientists, engineers, doctors and the like,” the Bench observed. “Moreover, the 

contention that excellence will be compromised by admission from amongst the backward classes of citizens and the 

SC and ST in private educational institutions is contrary to the Preamble of the Constitution which promises to se-

cure to all citizens ‘fraternity assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the nation’,” the 

bench said. 

 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/rte-not-applicable-to-minority-schools-sc/article1-1216632.aspx 

Date Accessed: 07.05.2014 

(Anjana John) 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  
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GENDER 

India had highest number of maternal deaths in 2013: UN 

Report 
(Nikita Mehta, LiveMint, May 07, 2014) 

 

According to the latest UN report, India had the highest number of maternal deaths, accounting for almost a fifth of 

the global total in 2013. In 2013, maternal deaths in India stood at 50,000 or 17% of such deaths across the world. 

Global maternal mortality has, however, dropped 45% in 2013 compared with 1990. 

 

The global maternal mortality ratio (MMR) dropped to 210 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births from 380 mater-

nal deaths in 1990. Maternal mortality has declined to 190 in 2013 from 530 in 1990 in South Asia. 

Experts pointed out that although there has been an increase in institutional deliveries, the facilities within the insti-

tutions are not adequate enough to give women post-natal care for 48 hours as is required. Further, the focus on fam-

ily planning is not adequate and experts have urged the government to increase its focus on this aspect since there is 

a strong link between family planning and reduction in maternal mortality. 

 

Despite the progress in reducing maternal deaths, the UN report noted that progress was not fast enough and that 

lack of complete government health records is one of the primary culprits. Adding that only one-third of all deaths 

worldwide are recorded, the United Nations Commission on Information and Accountability for Women’s and Chil-

dren’s Health has said that by 2015, all countries are required to have taken significant steps to establish a system 

for registration of births, deaths and causes of death. 

 

The report also highlighted that most countries will fail to meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) target 

of a 75% reduction in MMR from 1990 to 2015. The report pointed out that less than 40% of countries have a com-

plete civil registration system with a good attribution of cause of death, which is necessary for the accurate measure-

ment of maternal mortality. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/FDVehh0GFSxPu1FHlKJ2uM/India-saw-50000-maternal-deaths-in-2013.html 

Date Accessed: 07.05.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

Kudumbashree plans novel projects for women in Kerala 
(The New Indian Express, May 04, 2014) 

 

With the aim of empowering women, Kudumbashree, the self-help group initiative of Kerala government will soon 

unveil two new enterprises - Kudumbashree taxi service and Kudumbashree construction units. 

 

The Kudumbashree taxi service, in the first phase, will have a fleet of six Tata Indica cars driven by women, which 

will be available in the prime areas of the Ernakulam city, including the railway station, the airport and Info Park. 

They will be functional up to 8 pm on all days.  “The project aims to ensure safe and comfortable travel for women 

in the city. The cost of the project is `4.75 lakh per car and the project is funded through the Swarna Jayanti Shahari 

Rozgar Yojana.” The entrepreneurs will get a total subsidy of `50,000 under the technology and crisis fund. Apart 

from other basic facilities, the taxi cars will be equipped with GPS/GPRS service along with a digital fare meter. 

The GPS will ensure safe travel in the city for women. A call centre has been set up with the customer care number. 

The woman passengers can book the cab by dialling the number. There are plans to make the service tech-savvy so 

that people can book the cab by sending an SMS or through internet booking. 

 

The construction unit, in association with Housing and Urban Development Corporation, is the second prestigious 

project of Kudumbashree. The project is aimed at giving training to unskilled woman in building technology. As 

part of the initiative, a batch of 40 woman masons, 30 diploma engineer supervisors and eight engineers were given 

training in the construction sector while in the second batch 28 masons have just completed their programme. 
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http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/Kudumbashree-Plans-Novel-Projects-for-Women/2014/05/04/

article2204707.ece 

Date Accessed: 05.05.2014 

(Anjana John) 

 

REGIONAL 

Farmers will get unique ID number in Karnataka 
(Business Standard, May 06, 2014) 

 

Process is on to provide unique identification numbers, similar to ‘Aadhar’ issued by the Unique Identification of 

Authority of India, to farmers in Karnataka. Under the scheme, all details about farmers and their lands, collected 

under the ‘K-Kisan’ scheme, will be pooled and a unique identification number like the ‘Aadhar’ will be issued to 

farmers. 

Issuance of such a number will ensure access to all primary information relating to a farmer and his land which is 

considered vital to the success of the pro-farmer schemes of the government. 

 

The K-Kisan (Karnataka Krishi Information Services and Networking) scheme was launched last year to ensure 

better coordination between its various agencies to guide farmers on the effective and innovative farm practices. The 

Rs 53-crore project is aimed at ensuring timely service for farmers and creates a database of all farmers’ families. 

 

Under the scheme, the government has networked all ‘Rytha Samparka Kendra’ at the ‘Kasaba’ levels in the first 

phase. In the next phase, all the other Rytha Samparka Kendras (farmers’ contact centres) will be networked. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/politics/farmers-will-get-unique-id-number-114050601136_1.html 

Date Accessed: 07.05.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

Survey reveals murky picture of healthcare in tea gardens of 

North Bengal 
(The Telegraph, May 04, 2014) 

 

A healthcare survey undertaken by the joint labour commissioner’s office in Siliguri, under instructions from the  

State labour minister Purnendu Bose reveals a murky picture of the state of health care in tea gardens of North Ben-

gal 

 

Key findings of the survey are: 

1. Of 273 tea estates in north Bengal, 107 don’t have hospitals. 

2. Of the hospitals in the 166 tea gardens, 116 hospitals have no nurses, and only 74 have doctors 

3. Of the 166 hospitals, only 56 have residential doctors. 

 In the remaining 110, patients depend on visiting doctors 

4. There is no hospital in 64 tea estates in the Darjeeling hills, 20 tea estates in the Terai and 23 tea estates in the 

Dooars. 

5. “Of the 273 tea estates, 85 have no dispensaries, though they have hospitals. However, there are 10 other estates 

where there is not even a dispensary to provide medication to the workers and their families.” 

6. There are primary health centres in only 160 of 273 tea estates. 

7. No primary health centre in 38 tea estates in the hills, 38 in the Terai and 37 in the Dooars. 

8.     Ambulances are available in 160 tea estates but mostly irregular. 

 

A senior official of the state labour department said that to provide proper health care facilities, “there should be a 

hospital for a group of tea estates to bridge the critical gap...In total, 29 such group hospitals have been proposed in 

the report.” 

 

S O C I E T Y  
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However another official observed that “In the report, nothing has been mentioned as to how the state would help in 

creating the group hospitals. But it is evident that creation of such group hospitals can largely benefit the tea estate 

population throughout north Bengal.” 

 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140505/jsp/siliguri/story_18307600.jsp#.U2kWSoEQCSq 

Date Accessed: 06.05.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

Odisha government to probe sale of plasma 
(Subhashish Mohanty and Vikash Sharma, The Telegraph, May 04, 2014) 

 

Responding to the decision of selling blood plasma taken jointly by the State Blood Transfusion Council and Odisha 

State AIDS Control Society (OSACS), the state government has ordered an enquiry into the matter. 

 

Currently, the state faces a shortage of 40,000 blood units annually. As a result of this, the sale of blood plasma has 

attracted criticism from the state health minister, who has demanded for a report highlighting that a proper intima-

tion was given to the government regarding the surplus of blood plasma and the lack of adequate infrastructure to 

preserve the same. Other activists who feel the poor are likely to suffer because of this. 

 

However, officials argue that crores of rupees are wasted annually as blood units remain unutilised.  They clarified 

further that their decision was to sell the surplus blood plasma available with blood banks to avoid wastage. Accord-

ing to norms, blood plasma can be stored for one year at –45°C and for two years at –80°C. Secondly, it was argued 

that the decision to sell plasma was being undertaken on a trial basis and will be reviewed in subsequent phases. 

 

Health officials are currently looking forward to issue fresh tenders after the model code of conduct is withdrawn. 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140505/jsp/frontpage/story_18306986.jsp#.U2uOt_mSyaJ 

Date Accessed: 05.05.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

Small cultivators unable to avail tea board subsidy in Arun-

achal Pradesh 
(Sayantan Bera, Down To Earth, May 02, 2014) 

 

Unable to get clearance from the Union Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF), small tea growers in Arun-

achal Pradesh are unable to avail subsidies from the Tea Board of India.The Tea Board started a promotional sub-

sidy scheme in 2001 that provides a sum of Rs 76,000 per hectare for small growers to promote tea cultivation in the 

Northeast due to its favourable weather and soil conditions. 

 

Arunachal Pradesh has a forest cover of 82 per cent. In 2000, MoEF had made it mandatory for tea cultivators to 

obtain clearance ensuring that the Forest Conservation Act, 1980, is not being violated. Earlier in 1996, a Supreme 

Court order prevented deforestation in Tilap and Changlang districts. 

 

Small tea growers argue that while wealthy farmers obtain clearance, they remain without a clearance despite having 

land deeds. Consequently, they are demanding that the MoEF grant clearance to those with land deeds. 

However, lack of clearance has not stopped small-scale cultivators, many working of less than four hectares of land, 

from switching to tea cultivation. Out of the total 4,500 small growers, only 32 are registered with the Tea Board of 

India, thereby, making the latter group entitled to avail subsidy schemes. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/small-tea-growers-arunachal-pradesh-unable-avail-tea-board-subsidy 

Date Accessed: 05.05.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 
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DISABLED 

Need to simplify the process for procuring identity docu-

ments for disabled persons 
(Economic and Political Weekly, May 10, 2014) 

 

Procuring identity and eligibility documents for disabled persons; that officially recognises their disability and medi-

cally ranks it in percentage terms remains a complicated and bureaucratic process. 

 

Without the identity certificate they have no access to the government welfare schemes, concessions and subsidies 

meant for them. An RTI application eliciting information from the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment 

reveals that only 38% of the disabled in the country have managed to get the certificates. Moreover while “40% of 

the disabled in Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh have managed to get the certificate, in Delhi the figure stands at 

only 22%. States like Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Assam and Kerala seem to be among the worst performers in 

this respect, while Tripura with 98% and Tamil Nadu with 72% coverage are among the best.” 

 

Census 2011 records 26.8 million disabled Indians but this figure is widely disputed and is considered to be much 

lower than the actual number. Recently, Tamil Nadu has made it possible to apply for the certificate online with 

promise of delivery within seven days. But elsewhere, the time period between application and delivery varies from 

a minimum of six months to a year, according to disability rights’ activists. 

 

The working group on disability of the Eleventh Five-Year Plan had recommended simplification of the procedure. 

The National Centre for Promotion of Employment for Disabled People (NCPEDP), which was part of the working 

group managed to ensure that the guidelines were amended to an extent in 2010. 

 

The author notes that “The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Bill introduced in the Rajya Sabha in the last session 

of Parliament includes a provision for universalisation of the disability certificate. Should this become law, not only 

is the onus on the State to provide the certificate, it will also have to be recognised across the country.” 

 

http://www.epw.in/editorials/chasing-certificate-enables.html 

Date Accessed: 10.05.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
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 INDIA IN THE WORLD 

India slips in the global rankings for freedom of the press 
(Kounteya Sinha, Times of India, May 01, 2014) 

 

India has slipped down the global rankings for freedom of the press due to increased "interference" by media owners 

ahead of the 2014 general elections as a global media watchdog ranked India at a dismal 78th position in an annual 

report released recently. 

 

Of the 197 countries assessed during 2013, around 63 (32%) were rated free, with Sweden having the world's most 

independent press. Each country received a numerical value on the basis of combined scores from three subcatego-

ries: the legal environment, political environment and the economic environment. 

 

"India's score declined by a point, to 39, to reflect increased interference in content by media owners in the run-up to 

the 2014 elections, which led to the dismissal of key editorial staff in several instances," Freedom of Press 2014 

said.  Country improvements were driven by three factors: a growing ability of private firms to operate television 

and radio outlets; greater access to a variety of views via online media, social media, and international outlets; and 

improved respect for legal protections for the press, it said.  

 

According to Freedom House, triggers for country declines included governments' overt attempts to control news 

through physical harassment of journalists, restrictions on foreign reporters, tightened constraints on online news 

outlets and social media, as well as the role of owners in shaping media content and dismissals of outspoken journal-

ists. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/

articleshow/34487885.cms 

Date Accessed: 06.05.2014 

(Anjana John) 

 

SOUTH ASIA 
Poor facing hurdles in accessing Computerised National 

Identity Cards in Pakistan 
(Mohammad Saleem, Dawn, May 05, 2014) 

 

Corrupt practices are taking their toll on the citizens of Pakistan specially with regard to issuance Computerised Na-

tional Identity Cards (CNIC). The CNIC is an identity card issued to Pakistani citizens by the National Database and 

Registration Authority (Nadra). These are issued to applicants after death certificates of parents to be submitted to 

Nadra. 

 

The process requires applicants to applicants to either submit their parents’ death certificates or the CNICs of their 

maternal or paternal uncles in order to get their own CNICs issued. While some bribe officials to get death certifi-

cates issued, it has only increased their problems as many of the certificates turn out to be fake. Consequently, peo-

ple are forced to bribe again in order to get CNICs issued. This has emerged a bigger challenge for those aspiring for 

jobs in the textile mills as they require CNICs in order to get employed. 

 

Following reports of increased issuance of fake certificates, Zaheer Anwar -Assistant Commissioner City- is likely 

to probe into the issue and actions is likely to be taken against defaulters. Authorities have also assured that the issu-

ance of death and birth certificates would also be monitored on a regular basis. 

 

http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor 

Date Accessed: 05.05.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

I N D I A ’ S  W O R L D  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-slips-in-the-global-rankings-for-freedom-of-the-press/articleshow/34487885.cms
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1104252/getting-death-birth-certificates-a-nightmare-for-the-poor


 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 2 . 3 7  P a g e  2 3  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

EAST AND SOUTH EAST ASIA 
Narrowing gender gap could boost Japan’s GDP by 12.5%: 

Goldman Sachs 
(The Japan Times, May 08, 2014) 

 

“Japan could boost its gross domestic product by 12.5 percent if it closes the gender gap and gets more women into 

the workforce, according to a report by Goldman Sachs. If Japan’s female employment rate as of 2013 (62.5 per-

cent) rose to that of males (80.6 percent), this would add 7.1 million employees to the workforce.” 

 

If women in Japan are given more opportunities, it will help to revitalize an underperforming economy and lessen 

the impact of a shrinking and graying population. Since the three key determinants for economic growth are labor, 

capital and productivity, Japan’s severe demographic disadvantage means that unless radical steps are taken quickly, 

the nation faces the risk not only of longer-term economic stagnation, but of economic contraction and lower stan-

dards of living as well. 

 

“Well-educated women in Japan are a huge source of untapped potential, with many dropping out of the workforce 

when they have children and few returning to their careers.” Reforms suggested by the report include the deregula-

tion of the day care and nursing care sectors, amendments to tax and social security codes, and mandated gender-

related corporate disclosures. However, the report notes that, “perhaps one of the greatest barriers to higher Japanese 

female employment is Japanese society itself”. In a 2012 Cabinet Office survey, 52 percent of respondents stated 

that women should stay at home and that men should be the ones going to work, up 10 percentage points from the 

previous survey in 2009. “In order to help change the (current) mindset, much work needs to be done to dispel 

myths and encourage greater gender equality at home,” the report concludes. 

 

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/05/07/business/economy-business/narrowing-gender-gap-boost-japans-gdp-

12-5-goldman-sachs/#.U2tcYPmSxcI 
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(Karishma Mutreja) 
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OPINIONS 

Rajiv Lall: Where will the jobs come from? 
(Rajiv Lall, Business Standard, May 06, 2014) 

  
Though agriculture today accommodates 52% of India’s 480 million-strong labour force, but has limited future ab-

sorptive capacity. Also it is unrealistic to expect India to create mass employment in the manufacturing sector along 

the lines of its east Asian neighbours So, where will the jobs come from is the question that arises. 

  
The challenge India faces is not just the number of jobs that must be created, but also the quality of jobs. The fact 

that the bulk of India’s non-agricultural workforce is employed in the unorganised sector and the fear that labour 

displaced from agriculture will join a growing pool of marginalised workers in low-productivity service sector jobs 

is thus seen as problematic. 

 

Further, there is a difference between "unorganised" and "informal". The informal sector is a flexible and often sea-

sonal or cyclical buffer that absorbs the ebb and flow of the underemployed. Whereas, the unorganised sector com-

panies maybe unregistered, outside the purview of the tax system, and may not offer social protection, but, in fact, 

they do generate regular and gainful employment opportunities. A very significant portion of India’s labour force 

that is recorded as unorganised is employed in the micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs). 

 

Some facts about MSMEs in India are as follows: 

 

 Less than 5% of MSMEs are formally registered, but have a legal form. 

 Almost 95% of MSMEs are organised as sole proprietorships. 

 By 2011-12, the total number of MSMEs had grown to 45 million, employing about 100 million people or 

43% of the country's non-agricultural workforce and contributing the equivalent of 8% of gross domestic 

product (GDP). 

 Over 40% of these MSMEs are owned by entrepreneurs from other backward castes. Another 10% are now 

owned by scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. 

 More than 55% of MSMEs are located in rural India. 

 An estimated 30 million MSMEs are engaged in service sector activities generating an estimated 60 million 

jobs for mostly self-employed entrepreneurs. 

 There are roughly 15 million MSMEs that are in manufacturing sector employing 80% of the country's entire 

manufacturing labour force or an estimated 40-odd million people directly. 

 

Construction industry is also an extremely important potential job creator. According to the Planning Commission, 

construction generates 50 million jobs in the country, but employment is largely informal attracting migrant workers 

looking for seasonal jobs. 

 

Thus India need not be obsessed with the large-scale labour-intensive manufacturing as the critical pathway to future 

employment creation. Rather following is important for generating quality jobs: 

 

Harnessing the energy of millions of small entrepreneurs that are at the heart of our rapidly growing MSME 

sector 

Ensuring that our manufacturing sector remains embedded in technologically sophisticated global supply chains 

Facilitating the build out of  India’s physical infrastructure 

Encouraging urbanisation 

Investing in human capital development. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/rajiv-lall-where-will-the-jobs-come-from-114050601390_1.html 
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