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Key Message  
 

 

Policy Watch is a key instrument of RGICS's vision and strategy.  

RGICS's core vision is opening up the Indian state to peoples' voice -- in its leg-

islative, executive and judicial functions.  

Elected representatives and political parties have a central responsibility in chan-

neling peoples' voice into the functioning of the State. In turn, this requires en-

hancing the knowledge and capacity of elected representatives and political par-

ties on State policy. 

Policy Watch informs elected representatives and other political leaders about 

key policy developments nationally and globally. This will enable them to inter-

vene in policy decision making and reflect people's voice.  

Produced by a dedicated and talented team of scholars at RGICS, led by our 

young RG-RALs, Policy Watch is a unique product that presents information and 

analysis about policy for a political audience.  Policy Watch has by now covered 

over a thousand policy issues. 

 

Team RGICS 
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India and the Trans Pacific Partnership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS THE TRANS PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP 

 

The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) is the largest-ever free-trade treaty currently being negotiated among 12 coun-

tries along the Pacific Rim. These countries, in order of economic wealth are USA, Japan, Canada, Australia, Mex-

ico, Malaysia, Singapore, Chile, Peru, New Zealand, Vietnam and Brunei.  They account for 40 per cent of the 

global GDP and one third of world trade. The TPP hopes to bring these nations together to create the largest free 

trade area in the world.  

 

The TPP negotiations began on the sidelines of the 2002 APEC Leaders' Meeting in Los Cabos, Mexico, between 

New Zealand, Singapore and Chile. An original agreement was reached by these countries along with a fourth, 

Brunei in 2005. These founding partners saw the TPP as a way to expand their narrow pact into a broad deal, which 

would cover all goods and services . It was meant to be an inclusive agreement, open to new members and aligned 

with other regional initiatives. 

 

After the 2008-09 global financial crisis and the re-election of Barack Obama as President, the US became interested 

and began to lead the discussions for an expanded TPP that includes member nations of the North Atlantic Free 

Trade Agreement  (US, Canada, Mexico), some Association of Southeast Asian Nations  (Singapore, Malasia, Viet-

nam), Latin American countries (Chile, Peru), East Asia (Japan, South Korea) and Oceania (Australia, New Zea-

land). Between March 2010 and August 2013, 19 rounds of secret negotiations have taken place.  

 

SUPPORT FOR THE TPP 

 

It is a comprehensive agreement to reduce tariffs and barriers to open markets and establish international standards 

on a vast range of issues affecting trade and international competition. Though, no official document has been re-

leased so far, leaked documents available on WikiLeaks among other sources reveal that these include intellectual 

property rights, environmental laws and labour rights, government procurement and competition policy.  

 

C o v e r  S t o r y  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia-Pacific_Economic_Cooperation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Cabos
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In Washington, support for the TPP is driven by the US’ long standing strategic goal to shift US presence from a 

trans-Atlantic to a trans-Pacific axis to better capitalise on Asia’s rapid growth and also ‘contain’ their perceived 

rising Chinese threat.  

 

Other potential members, also wary of the rise of China, welcome this move that rebalances the global military and 

economic axis towards the Asia Pacific region. At the same time they see the TPP as a way to open or gain access to 

attractive markets and as an instrument to use external trade to execute structural reforms in domestic markets. 

 

Many supporters see it as a prelude to further broader economic integration, encompassing much (if not most) of the 

Asia-Pacific. The TPP could establish a framework for other countries to sign on without the exhausting negotia-

tions that come with individual bilateral agreements. In the future, other countries could simply elect to join the 

Trans-Pacific Partnership. 

 

CRITICISMS 

 

Secret Negotiations:  
The secrecy surrounding the negotiations has been widely condemned. The only information available has come 

from leaked documents and  WikiLeaks which has caused even greater apprehension and panic in the global com-

munity including watchdog and advocacy groups in the negotiating countries. The TPP in its current avatar is about 

much more than just trade. The US. negotiators have included several non-trade related issues, including labour mat-

ters, environmental laws and intellectual property rights. 

 

With such high stakes and trade ministries the world over being increasingly captured by corporate and financial 

lobbies, it is even riskier to allow trade negotiations to proceed in secret. In a New York Times article Nobel Prize 

winning economist Joseph E. Stiglitz said, “when negotiations are secret, there is no way that the democratic proc-

ess can exert the checks and balances required to put limits on the negative effects of these agreements.” 

 

 

Dilution of Regulations to Benefit Corporations: 

Based on the leaks, there has been growing concern that the TPP is being designed to benefit only the wealthiest 

American corporations and destroy regulations, which despite their flaws, protect workers, consumers, smaller do-

mestic economies and the environment. Joseph E. Stiglitz has warned that the TPP presented "grave risks" and it 

"serves the interests of the wealthiest." 

 

When agreements like the TPP (where every country has agreed to similar minimal regulations) govern international 

trade, regulations that might not be ideal for trade and corporate profits but do protect the rest of the labour market 

get diluted. Instead of moving forward to better business practices, we are actually in danger of regressing to a time 

where multinationals were less accountable for their actions, according to detractors. 

 

The Australian government, for instance has regularly argued against investor-state dispute settlement provisions 

citing the rule of law and national energy security concerns. International investment agreements grant an investor 

the right to initiate dispute settlement proceedings against a foreign government in their own right under interna-

C o v e r  S t o r y  

TPP Market Snapshot (2012 Figures)xii 

GDP US$ 28,136.0 billion 

GDP per capita US$ 35,488 

Population 792.8 million 

TPP % of world GDP 39.0% 

TPP % of world population 11.3% 

TPP % of world trade 25.8% 

http://www.dfat.gov.au/fta/tpp/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Stiglitz
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tional law. Investor-state dispute settlement mechanisms are therefore a common provision in international trade 

treaties, including the TPP.  Critics of such an investment protection regime argue that such traditional investment 

treaty standards might mean that TPP will be used to force states to lower standards e.g., environmental and workers 

protection or legal liability for damages. 

Intellectual Property Rights: 

Nobel Prize winning economist Paul Krugman suggest that what trade agreements today are “really about, in par-

ticular, is property rights — things like the ability to enforce patents on drugs ….  And so it is with TPP.” 

 

WikiLeaks published a complete draft of the treaty’s Intellectual Property Rights Chapter on 13 November, 2013. 

Some of the provisions relating to the enforcement of patents and copyrights alleged to be present in the US pro-

posal for the agreement have been criticized as being excessively restrictive.  

 

Other critics say that the IPR provisions currently serve only the US interests as they are more or less in tune with 

existing American law but will require major changes in the domestic laws of other negotiating countries. The cur-

rent TTP document based on exemptions, exclusive bilateralism, and alleged US strong arming suggests that a suc-

cessful outcome will require Asian nations ceding ground on important national issues. 

 

Additionally, it is doubtful that the TPP would be flexible enough to accommodate existing non-discriminatory drug 

reimbursement programs and the diverse health systems of member countries. In particular, doctors and organisa-

tions like Medecins Sans Frontieres have expressed concern that the TPP focus on protecting intellectual property 

will make it even harder to provide access to affordable medicines in the developing world.   

SHOULD INDIA GET INVOLVED? 

 

India could get involved in these negotiations but only, with extreme caution. Given the state of flux of the current 

treaty and the criticisms that are all extremely pertinent to India, it cannot currently be said that it is in India’s best 

interest to join the TPP. However, at the same time, India should be part of the negotiating process. If the TPP does 

see the light of day, it will be among the most important agreements of our time with far reaching impact. To not be 

inside the rooms where these secret negotiations are being conducted, given the size of our economy and geographic 

positioning, would be a missed opportunity.  

 

The question before India today is not whether it should be integrating more fully in the global economy but how 

best to do this. And we have some serious catching up to do. In 2012, India’s share in global trade was 2.1 per cent, 

less than a fifth of that of China. Anand Sharma, Minister, Commerce and Industry recently said in support of FTAs 

that India must integrate with the world because it cannot have a wall around itself.  

 

Since US Vice President Joseph Biden’s visit to India in July 2013, many American voices have urged India to join 

the TPP. Given that the TPP framework is still in the developmental stage, active participation might give India an 

opportunity to shape the final design and tilt it in India’s favour.  

 

However, India’s participation must hinge on ensuring that gaining a seat at the table doesn’t mean making signifi-

cant concessions with regards to intellectual property rights, labour and environmental laws that might not be in the 

country’s favour. But that doesn’t seem to be the way the wind is blowing at the moment. Negotiating India’s entry 

might not only be challenging, but also might require significant concessions.  

 

Additionally there is the concern that even if India gains access to the ASEAN, NAFTA and Japanese markets, it 

would not be necessarily preferential. Poor early FTA experience (resulting in trade deficits with Japan and South 

Korea) would suggest that things might not go smoothly. While India’s trade deficit has recently declined, there is 

little room for major trade policy mistakes. 

 

It may then be more fruitful to pursue the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) – the FTA be-

tween the ASEAN members and their FTA partners Australia, China, Japan, India, South Korea, and New Zealand. 

Geopolitically, though the TPP will strengthen India’s hand against Beijing, the RCEP is more closely aligned to   

C o v e r  S t o r y  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bilateral_investment_treaty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medecins_Sans_Frontieres


 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 2 . 3 2  P a g e  7  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

India’s more nuanced current geo-strategy - seeking closer alignment with the US politically but acknowledging 

joint economic interests with China. 

 

 

 

Written by: 

Gayatri Verma 
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C o v e r  S t o r y  

https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2012/196/5/challenges-australia-s-national-health-policy-trade-and-investment-agreements
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2012/196/5/challenges-australia-s-national-health-policy-trade-and-investment-agreements
http://www.3news.co.nz/Doctors-warn-TPP-could-threaten-access-to-medicine/tabid/1607/articleID/279062/Default.aspx
http://www.3news.co.nz/Doctors-warn-TPP-could-threaten-access-to-medicine/tabid/1607/articleID/279062/Default.aspx
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-12-30/news/45675582_1_ftas-trade-deficit-global-trade
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-12-30/news/45675582_1_ftas-trade-deficit-global-trade
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Kolkata is one of world’s 10 cities most at risk from natural 

disasters 
(Sayantana Bera, Down to Earth, March 27, 2014) 
 

According to a recently released report titled Mind the Risk: A global ranking of cities under threat from natural 

disaster, Kolkata, the densely populated eastern metropolis of India, has been ranked seventh in a global assessment 

of natural disaster risk. The assessment was done by Swiss Re, a wholesale provider of reinsurance services globally 

using its proprietary hazard data to assess risk exposure faced by 1.7 billion people, roughly a quarter of the world’s 

population, living in 616 urban areas due to five perils- earthquake, storm, storm surge, tsunami and river flood. 
 

The report found that 17.9 million people in Kolkata face all five types of natural disaster risk. ndia and China, the 

report said, face significant threats from river flooding. “With 12 million residents potentially affected, the Pearl 

River Delta is the most flood-exposed urban area in the world. Shanghai (11.7 million) and Kolkata  (10.5 million) 

follow in second and third place. The other Indian cities that figured in the report are Mumbai with 4.3 million at 

risk from storms and 2.6 million at risk from storm surges. In Chennai four million are potentially affected by 

storms and 0.2 million by tsunami, while in the capital city of Delhi 8.9 million were found to be at risk from river 

flooding. 
 

A important note made by the report included The potential damage that a large natural disaster can cause to roads, 

bridges, telecommunications and other essential infrastructure is perhaps nowhere more apparent than in the world’s 

big cities. This is why strengthening urban  resilience is also a prime concern for the insurance industry. 
 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/kolkata-one-world-s-10-cities-most-risk-natural-disasters 

Date Accessed: 28.03.2014 

(Simi Sunny) 

 

Indian companies generated 81,000 jobs in US in 2013: sur-

vey 
(The Hindu Businessline, March 28, 2014) 
 

According to a report “Indian Roots, American Soil: Story of Indian Companies, growing impact on the US econ-

omy", Indian companies through its massive $17 billion investment in the US have collectively generated employ-

ment opportunities for more than 81,000 people in the country. 
 

“According to the report, the collective investments amount to $ 17 billion as of today and together they generate 

employment for more than 81,000 people in the United States”. In recent years, India has emerged as one of the 10 

fastest growing sources of foreign direct investment into the US, according to data from the US Department of Com-

merce. Further, data from Reserve Bank of India shows that the US features among the top five destinations for FDI 

from India. 
 

Also, the annual CII survey of 68 Indian companies in 40 American states for 2013, made public on March 27, 

showed that New Jersey, California, New York, Texas and Illinois have the largest concentration of Indian compa-

nies. 
 

All of these factors point to the growing prowess of Indian industry in the United States, in terms of invest-

ments, job creation and thus, overall economic impact. The US-India economic relationship is certainly 

poised for further growth, though awaits more impetus. Advancing discussions on the Bilateral Investment 

Treaty, encouraging programmes such as Global Entry for ‘trusted travellers’ and addressing challenges in labour 

mobility will be crucial in driving this growth forward. 

 

http://m.thehindubusinessline.com/news/international/indian-companies-generated-81000-jobs-in-us-in-2013-

survey/article5842900.ece/?secid=11679 

Accessed: 28.03.2014 

(Neha Singh) 
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Sebi working on new rules for mutual fund houses 
 (The Statesman, March 23, 2014) 

 

Market regulator the Securities and Exchange Board of India is giving final touches to proposals aimed at bringing 

greater seriousness among mutual fund houses, by raising their minimum net worth requirements and making it 

mandatory for them to contribute their own seed capital along with investors' money. 

 

These proposals are currently going through the process of legal vetting, pursuant to which the Sebi would soon 

issue a detailed policy framework with necessary circulars and notifications, a senior official said. The proposals 

include making it mandatory for funds to contribute their own money in the form of "seed capital" amounting to one 

per cent of the amount raised. This amount is subject to a maximum of Rs 50 lakh through the lifetime of the 

scheme. These are part of a long-term mutual fund policy being worked out by the Sebi, approval for which was 

granted by the regulator's board last month. 

 

For existing schemes, the Sebi would notify a cut-off date for calculation of the seed capital. A "reasonable" time 

period of one year may be given for compliance. Around 19 mutual funds would need to increase their net worth 

and they would get three years to comply with these new rules. 

  

http://www.thestatesman.net/AcrchivePage.aspx?page=2&freetxt=&cid=3&fdt=03%2f24%2f2014&tdt=03%2f26%

2f2014 

Date Accessed: 26.03.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

India's investment slowdown: the high cost of “Economic 

Policy Uncertainty” 
(Domain B.com, March 26, 2014) 

  

A working paper released by the International Monetary Fund has said that heightened uncertainty over future poli-

cies and deteriorating business confidence have played a significant role in the recent investment slowdown. The 

paper also points out the grim scenario of investment projects getting delayed and shelved and with avenues of new 

projects becoming extremely narrow. IMF's 2014 annual review on India suggests that continued progress on key 

structural reforms, including power sector reforms, easing labor restrictions, and enhancing health and education 

outcomes would help improve the business climate and domestic investment. 

 

India witnessed high growth, averaging above 9 percent over the past decade, but the growth has slowed in the last 

few years. Investment growth, averaging above 12 percent during the last decade, also fell to less than one percent in 

the last two years. Some experts have argued that high interest rates, which raise financing costs, have been dampen-

ing investment.  But the paper shows a weak correlation between interest rates and weakening investments. It finds 

that “real interest rates account for only one quarter of the explained investment slowdown.  Further, macroeco-

nomic and financial variables (interest rates, external demand, relative prices, global financial market volatility etc) 

alone cannot fully explain the weakness in investment.” 

 

The Economic Policy Uncertainty (EPU) index shows that heightened uncertainty and deteriorating business 

as the main sources for current slump. Specifically, high profile tax policy decisions announced in the 2012/13 

Budget reduced foreign investor' interest in India, while the increasing difficulty of obtaining land use and environ-

mental permits raised regulatory uncertainty for infrastructure and other large-scale projects. Supply bottlenecks, 

delayed project and implementation have further discouraged investments in the country. 

 

Most importantly, it is revealed that uncertainty is primarily driven by India's domestic policy challenges, 

and not by global uncertainty factors as current level of economic policy uncertainty exceeds its post-Lehman 

highs. The Government of India has set up a Cabinet Committee on Investment (CCI) as well as a Project Monitor-

ing Group (PMG), to fast track stalled large-scale investment projects. The CCI has cleared investment projects 

worth about 5 percent of GDP since its inception in January 2013 is a good news amidst greater accounts of          
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structural bottlenecks in India. 

 

http://www.domain-b.com/economy/general/20140326_slowdown.html 

Date Accessed: 26.03.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

RBI extends deadline for aviation sector to raise fund 

through ECBs 
(AIR, March 27, 2014) 

 

The Reserve Bank of India has extended the deadline for the aviation sector to raise funds through external 

commercial borrowings-ECBs till March 2015. In a notification issued from Mumbai on Wednesday, RBI said that 

the overall ECB ceiling for the entire civil aviation sector would be USD one billion and the maximum permissible 

ECB that can be availed by an individual airline company will be USD 300 million. 

 

This limit can be utilised for working capital as well as refinancing of the outstanding working capital Rupee loan 

availed from domestic banks. RBI said that ECBs will be allowed based on the company’s cash flow, foreign 

exchange earnings and its capability to service the debt. The notification added that ECB can be raised with a 

minimum average maturity period of three years. As per the earlier guidelines, the scheme was valid till December 

31, 2013. 

 

http://www.newsonair.nic.in/news.asp?cat=business&id=BN990 

Date Accessed: 27.03.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

Sebi to carry investor campaigns via mobile, internet in FY 

15 
(The Times of India, March 27, 2014) 

 

Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) plans to initiate campaigns through mobile as well as internet 

platforms and by collaborating with industry bodies to create more awareness about capital market and to protect 

investors' interests.  

 

Sebi has proposed participation of industry bodies, stock exchanges and depositories in the market regulator's 

programmes on investor education and awareness.  Sebi has proposed to carry forward the campaign through media 

in next financial year 2014-15 under which it would inform investors about grievance redressal mechanism, 

Collective Investment Schemes (CIS) as well as promote securities through mutual funds and primary secondary 

markets. It is also planning to explore campaigns through other modes such as mobile Internet. 

 

In December last year, Sebi began a campaign on 'Investor Grievance Redressal Mechanism', through mass media. 

According to Sebi, investor education campaigns would help in developing wide and deep markets besides 

increasing investors' base. Also, Sebi plan includes covering suitable mix of media vehicles to reach maximum 

investors across the country in 13 major languages.  

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/mf-simplified/Sebi-to-carry-investor-campaigns-via-mobile-internet-in-

FY-15/articleshow/32784591.cms 

Accessed: 28.03.2014 

(Neha Singh) 
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Number of sick SMEs rose by 221%; concerned Govt. comes 

out with 60 recommendations 
(Merinews, March 25, 2014) 

  

An inter-ministerial committee on accelerating manufacturing in Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises sector has 

made sixty recommendations to revive the poor condition of Small, Medium Enterprises in India. The 

recommendations become important given the fact that the number of sick (MSMEs) increased 221% (in 

numbers, from 77,723 to 249,903) between 2010 and 2013. It notes that lack of advocacy and economic and 

functional issues are the major reasons for the poor state of the sector. The report aims to reverse the trend of 

increasing informal entrepreneurship in India and calls for better administration in multiple departments of local, 

state and Central governments to create conducive environment to encourage them towards organised economy. 

 

The committee, set up in the context of National Manufacturing Policy in 2011, noted that outstanding loans of sick 

SMEs have risen by nearly 145% over this period, from Rs 5,233 crore to Rs 12,800 crore. According to the 

report,"a complex and unfriendly business ecosystem pushes small entrepreneurs towards the informal and 

unregistered segment, which is growing faster than the organised segment by more than five times, and already 

accounts for over 95 percent of all MSMEs." 

 

http://www.merinews.com/article/number-of-sick-smes-rose-by-221-concerned-govt-comes-out-with-60-

recommendations/15896143.shtml 

Date Accessed: 25.03.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 
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  POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE  
 

CPI(M) not in favour of repeal of AFSPA from North-East 
(The Sangai Express, March 27, 2014) 

 

The CPI(M) has stated that it will not demand repeal of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) from the 

North-East but would ask for deletion of some parts which make it a draconian act. 

CPI(M) central committee member and state unit secretary Bijan Dhar said that “though insurgency was on the 

wane in Tripura, the party wanted AFSPA to remain in force in some parts of the state as the Bangladesh border was 

not fully fenced and the possibility of entry of terrorists and fundamentalists from the neighbouring country could 

not be ruled out.” 

 

He further added that the party “would also support introduction of 10 per cent reservation for poverty stricken up-

per-class in the private sector.”   

 

http://www.thesangaiexpress.com/page/items/37323/cpim-not-in-favour-of-repeal-of-afspa-from-north-east 

Date Accessed: 27.03.2014 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 

 

High voter turnout due to proxy: CEO Nagaland 
(Correspondent Kohima, Nagaland Post, March 26, 2014) 
 

Chief Election Officer (CEO) Nagaland, Sentiyanger Imchen has reported that “Nagaland which was ranked highest 

in voter turnout in India was due to rampant proxy voting, booth capturing, voter impersonation, and multiple vot-

ing.” He also added that the “record should not be counted as an achievement but needed to be stopped.” He further 

pointed out that “in other states intimidation to voters takes place against minority community but people do not 

indulge in proxy voting or booth capturing.  

 

Stating the ultimate objective of the ECI is to increase voter turnout through various campaigns, he added that 

“SVEEP was one for disseminating the message of election procedures that has helped make previous two elections 

successful.” He also acknowledged the role of “NBCC and Youth Net for creating awareness in ways outside the 

purview of the ECI.” 

 

http://www.nagalandpost.com/ChannelNews/State/StateNews.aspx?news=TkVXUzEwMDA1NzAyMw%3d%3d 

Date Accessed: 27.03.2014 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 

 

Reforms in Indian bureaucracy is the need of the hour to en-

sure efficiency: Cabinet Secretary 
(Pradipta Parida, News Track India,  March 27, 2014) 

 

Cabinet secretary, Ajit Seth, made the important remark that “bureaucratic reforms is crucial and is the need of the 

hour to ensure efficiency in India” at CII's annual meeting 2014. According to Seth, bureaucracy plays two impor-

tant roles, a) assisting policy formulation and also b) implementation of policy. Highlighting the interlinkage 

between effective growth and responsible bureaucracy, Seth said that growth comes from investment, and 

investment is directly related to a conducive environment which is provided by the bureaucracy.MF Farooqui, 

Chairman, Telecom Commission & Secretary, identified complexity in policy measures as the biggest challenge 

in functioning of bureaucracy.  
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He also pointed out that India's New Manufacturing Policy, which aims to increase the share of manufacturing from 

the current 16 per cent to 25 per cent of the GDP by 2022, besides creating 100 million new jobs will be a landmark 

policy to address the problematic state of the sector in India. 

 

http://www.newstrackindia.com/newsdetails/2014/03/27/150-Bureaucratic-reforms-need-of-hour-to-ensure-

efficiency-Cabinet-Secretary.html 

Date Accessed: 27.03.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

Economic growth has done little to reduce child under-

nutrition 
(Vani Manocha, Down To Earth, March 27, 2014) 

 

A research, published in journal The Lancet, and conducted by experts from HSPH, University of Göttingen, Ger-

many, ETH Zürich, Switzerland, and the Indian Institute of Technology-Gandhinagar has found that economic 

growth has little or no effect on the nutritional status of the world’s poorest children. They analysed data from na-

tionally representative samples of children under three years of age, taken from 121 Demographic and Health sur-

veys, conducted in 36 identified countries between 1990 and 2011 and found that economic growth in these coun-

tries was associated with small or no declines in stunting, underweight, and wasting—all signs of under-nutrition. 

 

For individual children, a 5 per cent increase in per-head GDP was associated with a very small reduction in the 

odds of being stunted (0.4 per cent), underweight (1.1 per cent), or wasted (1.7 per cent). "These findings represent a 

potentially major shift in how we think about policies to reduce child under-nutrition," says SV Subramanian, senior 

author and professor of population health and geography at Harvard School of Public Health. 

 

In their report, experts have cited reasons like unequal distribution of growth in incomes and insufficient expendi-

ture by households on enhancing nutritional status of children as reasons behind the weak association between eco-

nomic growth and reductions in child under-nutrition. Inadequate improvements in public services like health and 

clean water may be other reasons. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/economic-growth-has-done-little-reduce-child-under-nutrition 

Date Accessed: 28.03.2014 

(Simi Sunny) 

 

GOVERNMENT 
 

14 lakh Indians in Saudi Arabia to benefit from social 

scheme 
(The Echo of India, March 20, 2014) 

 

An estimated 1.4 million blue-collar Indian workers in Saudi Arabia are expected to benefit from a new social secu-

rity scheme launched by the ministry of overseas Indian affairs, according to a report. The scheme called the Ma-

hatma Gandhi Pravasi Suraksha Yojana (MGPSY) was launched by India's Consul General Faiz Ahmed Kidwai the 

Saudi Gazette report said. “The scheme consists of three major components: free of cost insurance cover, old age 

pension, and return and resettlement (R&R) savings. The beneficiaries of the scheme will get life insurance cover 

under the Life Insurance Corporation of India's Janashree Bima Yojana, the premium of which will be paid by the 

government.” 
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In the event of death or permanent disability in an accident, a sum of Rs 75,000 will be paid to the family of the de-

ceased, whereas in case of natural death or partial disability in accident, the beneficiary will be entitled to Rs 37,500. 

In a special scheme under the National Pension System and R&R savings designed to meet the needs of Indian 

workers, the worker needs to pay a total of Rs 5,000 a year to which the government will contribute Rs 1,900 for 

male worker and Rs 2,900 for female worker for a period of five years. “The savings will be managed by public 

sector pension funds and the worker will be eligible to receive regular monthly pension after reaching 60 years of 

age.  It is possible for the worker to continue to invest towards pension even after coming back to the country.” 

 

Indians aged between 18 and 50 years, and working in all emigration clearance required (ECR) countries can take 

advantage of this voluntary contributory scheme through Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA) appointed 

service providers. About 600,000 Indians working in the western region would benefit from the scheme. The MOIA 

had already appointed service providers based in UAE, where the ministry launched the scheme for the first time. 

 

http://www.echoofindia.com/dubai-14-lakh-indians-saudi-arabia-benefit-social-scheme-51899 

Date Accessed: 25.03.2014 

(Anjana John) 

 

Government keen on improving road connectivity with 

neighbours 
(Exim News Service, March 27, 2014) 

  

The Union government proposes to improve road connectivity with neighbouring countries and those in the vicinity. 

the countries include Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Nepal and Bhutan under the Bay of Bengal Initiative for 

Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC). The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and Japan 

International Cooperation Agency (JICA) have proposed to assist India with these road projects through funding and 

construction expertise. 

 

Of the total cost of around $761 million for the projects, ADB promised an investment of $500 million. The projects 

would be executed in two phases over the next 2-4 years, as per the sources. 

 

"There are seven projects which have been shortlisted to improve road connectivity in this region. Of these seven, 

three are in West Bengal, three in Manipur and there is also a major bridge to connect India and Nepal, which will 

be built across the Missi River," a Road Ministry official said. 

 

Manipur would be directly connected with Myanmar through highways and West Bengal would have interlinking 

highways with Nepal, Bangladesh and Bhutan, as per the sources. 

 

http://www.eximin.net/NewsDetails.aspx?name=75276 

Date Accessed : 28.3.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

Government scraps canalisation clause for onion export 
(Exim News Service, March 23, 2014) 

 

Onion export was canalised in 1974 i.e. agencies designated by the Union government  could only export onions. 

However, government recently decided to do away with this condition. Until 1999, the National Agricultural Coop-

erative Marketing Federation (Nafed) was the only canalising agency. Twelve State Trading Enterprises (STEs) 

along with Nafed were subsequently designated as canalising agencies for export of onion. The agencies charged a 

1% commission from the exporter to issue a no-objection certificate (NOC) for exports. 

 

According to Nafed, of the 13 canalising agencies—including Nafed, Maharashtra State Agricultural Marketing 

Board (MSAMB), Spices Trading Corporation and AP State Trading Corporation— only five or six are actually 

functional.  
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The government has also scrapped the minimum export price (MEP) regime, imposed during the winter season as 

retail prices touched Rs 100 per kg.  

 

"Freeing up of onion exports will help boost shipments. We never looked at the commission charged for the certifi-

cates as a source of revenue for us," said a MSAMB official. MSAMB is a leading agency issuing NOCs to onion 

exporters. 

 

http://www.eximin.net/NewsDetails.aspx?name=75218 

Date Accessed : 27.3.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 

  

HEALTH 
 

‘SuperAmma’ drive results in startling improvement in peo-

ple's handwashing behaviour 
(im4change, Science Daily, February 26, 2014) 

 

Until recently it had been an enigma for health practitioners to understand why people do not wash their hands be-

fore dinner or after defecation despite knowing the health hazards or benefits associated with it. An experimental 

study conducted in 14 villages in Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh shows that emotional campaigns like the Su-

perAmma campaign can decisively change behaviours. The evaluation, published in The Lancet Global Health jour-

nal, shows that 6 months after the campaign was rolled out in 14 villages in rural Andhra, rates of handwashing with 

soap increased by 31%, compared to communities without the programme, and were sustained for 12 months.     

  

The SuperAmma campaign is the culmination of years of behavioural science research to inculcate the habit of hand 

washing with soap. They designed a communication campaign based on the Evo-Eco theory of behaviour change. 

The intervention used emotional drivers found to be the most effective levers for behavior change: disgust (the de-

sire to avoid and remove contamination), nurture (the desire for a happy, thriving child), status (the desire to have 

greater access to resources than others), and affiliation (the desire to fit in). As part of the SuperAmma intervention, 

promoters put on community and school-based events involving animated films, comic skits, and public pledging 

ceremonies during which women promised to wash their hands at key occasions and to help ensure their children 

did the same. 

 

It worth noting that as per the UNICEF's Committing to Child Survival: A Promise Renewed Progress Report 2013, 

in the year 2012, 10 percent deaths among Indian children under 5 years of age occurred due to diarrhoea. However, 

handwashing could substantially reduce diarrhoea, stresses the present study on SuperAmma campaign. 

  

http://www.im4change.org/news-alerts/superamma-drive-alters-handwashing-behaviour-in-rural-andhra-24472.html 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/02/140226211046.htm 

Date Accessed: 27.03.2014 

(Amrutha Jose Pampackal) 

 

Polio can return to India through Pakistan 
(The Health Site, March 28, 2014) 

 

India and 10 other Asian countries were formally declared polio-free by the World Health Organization (WHO) this 

week. Apart from India, the other countries which were given polio-free certificates were Bangladesh, Bhutan, 

North Korea, Indonesia, the Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Timor-Leste. 

 

A country is declared polio-free by the WHO, if no case is reported for three consecutive years. India reported the 

last polio case in January 2011. 
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There are some fears that polio could return to India through Pakistani travellers. Previously, the polio virus is re-

ported to have travelled to Afghanistan and Syria from Pakistan. In order to ensure that it doesn’t come to India too, 

the Indian High Commission has issued directives stating that all Pakistani travellers must get themselves vaccinated 

before entering India. ‘Travellers from Pakistan to India will be required to carry their vaccination record as evi-

dence of being vaccinate against polio. After January 30, 2014 it will be requested for entry into India ‘, a statement 

issued to the Pakistani media said. 

 

Tremendous efforts have been put by India to set herself free from polio but its neighbour, Pakistan, is a hotbed for 

polio. This year too, we have 63 cases of polio in Pakistan. Nigeria and Afghanistan have reported 51 and 9 cases 

respectively. 

 

What makes Pakistan’s battle against polio really difficult is that Islamic extremists believe that polio vaccinations 

are against the Islamic way of life and may even be a ploy by western countries to sterilise Islamic men. Also, there 

is a belief that these UN backed polio workers might be undercover CIA agents and they have been regularly killed 

on this suspicion. 

 

On the brighter side, a decree was recently issued by Maulana Samiul Haq, saying that polio vaccinations were not 

un-Islamic. Pakistan only needs to look towards its neighbour, who has done really well in its battle against the dis-

ease, and hopefully in a few years there will be no polio cases reported in the country. 

 

http://health.india.com/news/pakistan-the-only-south-asian-country-still-struggling-with-polio/ 

Date Accessed: 28.03.2014 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

 

ENERGY 
 

Changes sought in renewable energy policy 
(The Hindu, March 27, 2014) 

 

As per a joint study by Climate Policy Initiative (CPI) and the Bharti Institute of Public Policy, “India can save up to 

78 per cent in subsidies provided to the green energy sector by making adjustments to its renewable energy poli-

cies.” 

 

“For solar energy, which is more capital-intensive, reducing debt cost to 1.2 per cent and extending tenor by 10 

years can cut the cost of support by 28 per cent,” the study says. 

 

The report also notes that apart from cost - effectiveness “other goals, such as maximising deployment given a fixed 

annual federal budget, incentivising production, and supporting renewable energy without requiring state support, 

are also important to policymakers.” 

 

David Nelson, senior director of research and programs at CPI notes that  “although there are no clear winners 

across all criteria, our analysis presents policymakers with crucial tradeoffs that would enable them to choose appro-

priate federal policies based on relevant policy goals.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/changes-sought-in-renewable-energy-policy/article5836517.ece 

Date Accessed: 28.03.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
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TECHNOLOGY 
 

India’s IT Act is ‘ill-suited’ to deal with social media: Global 

Network Initiative 
(PTI, March 25, 2014) 

 

As per a report by Global Network Initiative (GNI), the Information Technology Act of India is "ill-suited" to deal 

with social media and user-generated content. The report suggests that online platforms that support user-generated 

content can contribute about Rs 2.49 lakh crore to India's GDP by 2015. 

  

The IT Act, 2000 was amended by the Information Technology (Amendment) Act, 2008 and was enforced on Octo-

ber 27, 2009. It provides legal framework to address various types of cyber crimes and prescribes punishment. 

 

The report states that the IT Act hurriedly amended in 2008 and updated with rules for Internet intermediaries in 

2011, is ill suited to deal with ICT innovations such as social media and user-generated content, with negative con-

sequences for intermediaries and users alike. India trails only the US and China in the number of Internet users, de-

spite an Internet penetration rate of only 10 per cent. 

 

India's robust tradition of freedom of expression and its dynamic ICT (information communication and technology) 

sector are threatened by anxieties around issues such as hate speech, political criticism, and obscene content. 

 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-03-25/news/48559014_1_internet-social-media-global-network-

initiative 

Date Accessed: 26.03.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

A New Facebook Lab is intent on delivering Internet access 

by Drone 
(Vindu Goel, The Newyork Times, March 27, 2014) 

 

Mark Zuckerberg, co-founder and chief executive of Facebook has recently announced that the company was creat-

ing a new lab of up to 50 aeronautics experts and space scientists to understand how to beam Internet access down 

from solar-powered drones and other “connectivity aircraft.” The underlying effort is to find new ways of connec-

tivity that dramatically reduce the cost. 

 

The lab is part of Mr. Zuckerberg’s ambitious Internet.org project to bring the Internet to the two-thirds of the 

world’s population without Internet access. With partners like Qualcomm and Nokia, Facebook is working on tech-

nology to compress Internet data, cut the cost of mobile phones and extend connections to people who cannot afford 

them or live in places that are too difficult to reach. 
 

This project also aims at reaching the 10 percent of the world’s population that are in areas difficult to reach via tra-

ditional Internet solutions is the initial focus of the connectivity lab. Currently, satellites can deliver Internet to 

sparsely populated areas with spotty Internet connections, but the cost is very high. Facebook wants to explore 

whether access could be delivered more cheaply through both new types of satellites and unmanned aircraft. The 

company envisions drones that could stay aloft for months, even years, at a time at an altitude of more than 12 miles 

from the surface of the earth far above other planes and the ever-changing weather. To make the network more effi-

cient the planes would transmit data to each other using lasers before finally sending it back down to the earth. 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/28/technology/a-new-facebook-lab-is-intent-on-delivering-internet-access-by-

drone.html?_r=0 

Accessed: 28.03.2014 

(Neha Singh) 
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ENVIRONMENT 

 

 Bihar developing India's biggest grassland for tigers 

(Bihar Times, March 24, 2014) 

 

Bihar is developing India's biggest grassland of over 800 acres in its only tiger reserve in the state's northeast to pro-

vide a wildlife friendly environment for the big cats whose numbers have doubled in the last three years. 

 

The authorities of Valmiki Tiger Reserve in West Champaran district have decided to turn 800 hectares of forest in 

the tiger reserve into the biggest grassland in the country. The work has already begun to clean the bushes of un-

wanted species like mikenia, eupatorium and phoenix - which are the main cause of fires - to convert it into grass-

land. According to them there is no place in the country with such large grassland. A major problem is that residents 

of bordering villages of Uttar Pradesh used the core forest area of the reserve for grazing their cattle. 

 

“Thanks to the improvement in the condition of the grassland, the number of tigers in the reserve has more than dou-

bled in the last three years. Mixed forest vegetation is crucial for the herbivores as they are important sources of 

food. The availability of quality food boosts their chances of breeding.” 

 

http://www.bihartimes.in/Newsbihar/2014/March/newsbihar24March5.html 

Date Accessed: 25.03.2014 

(Anjana John) 
 

Indian industries can lead in saving water 
(Business Standard,  March 25, 2014) 

 

According to some estimates, India will become water scarce in just about five years, and be a massive 50 per cent 

short on water in another 10. The country, therefore, needs to find better ways to use water. “The Carbon Disclosure 

Project, a non-profit organisation, has released a report that builds a business case for corporate water disclosure in 

India.” 29 Indian companies, including Larsen & Toubro, ITC, Nirma and Tata Chemicals, participated in its sur-

vey. 

 

The preliminary finding of the report is that Indian companies underestimate the water-related risks they face. An 

adverse development like a wide drought can impact their supply chain, have regulators on their back and affect 

their reputation. India is already facing drought risks due to its heavy dependence on rain water which is being af-

fected by climate change.  While our water crisis can be "alleviated", if enough efforts are not taken it would affect 

India’s economic growth and political stability. 

 

First, we need to gather openly disclosed water data from industry that can be put in a standardised format so that all 

can see and analyse it and gain insights. The next step is for industry to offer its management skills and technology 

to better manage the local water basin and protect the locals' water needs. The 12th Five-Year Plan calls for a regu-

lar water audit by industry to understand water use and select best practices and technology to raise the value added 

per unit of water consumed. This audit should be publicly validated and an approach adopted to promote optimal 

water use. 

 

But industry consumes only 13 per cent of the total water; 80 per cent, goes towards agriculture. Afterwards, indus-

tries like Tata Chemicals and ITC engaged with rural India can help agriculture to tackle the problem. Perhaps the 

foremost issue to be tackled is thermal power generation, which consumes 87 per cent of all the water consumed by 

industry. If water is priced correctly, the cost of thermal power would go up substantially,thus encouraging indus-

tries to shift to solar power. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/come-clean-on-water-114032501337_1.html 

Date Accessed: 27.03.2014 

(Amrutha Jose Pampackal) 
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GENDER 
 

Indian women with more resources prone to partner vio-

lence: Study 
(IANS, March 26, 2014) 

 

In a shocking revelation, a study has found that India women who have more education than their husbands, earn 

more or who are the sole earners experience frequent and severe intimate partner violence (IPV) than women who 

are not employed or less educated than their spouse. 

 

Based on the data from the female-only module of India's National Family Health Survey (NFHS) collected between 

2005 and 2006, the study highlights that compared to women with less education than their husbands, women with 

more education face 1.4 times the risk of IPV, 1.54 times the risk of frequent violence and 1.36 times the risk of 

severe violence. A similar pattern was also seen for women who were better employed than their spouse. Women 

who were the sole breadwinners in their family faced 2.44 times the risk of frequent violence and 1.51 times the risk 

of severe violence as unemployed women whose husbands were employed. 

 

The study supports the theory known as gender deviance neutralisation. It suggests that a woman's superior re-

sources would be viewed as gender deviant and a man would use violence to gain power or maintain control in the 

relationship. The research suggests that there can be a backlash, including violence, toward women who attain 

greater education or earnings than their husbands. 

 

The study recommends that policies aimed at addressing IPV should focus on alternatives to divorce such as shelters 

and support groups. Microfinance and vocational programmes for women should consider making legal and psycho-

logical counselling available to participants. 

 

http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184 

Date Accessed: 27.03.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

Educated and financially independent women face greater 

threat of domestic violence: rethinking gender equality in In-

dia 
(Nikita Lalwani, Wall Street Journal Blog, March 27, 2014) 
  
A U.S. study, published in Population and Development Review, has found that Indian women, who are more edu-

cated or earn more than their husbands, face greater threat of domestic violence. It shows a correlation between do-

mestic violence and women’s empowerment in India. This contradicts the general perception that education and 

financial independence can go a long way to correct the gender imbalance in the country. It also calls for a serious 

rethinking of institutional approach, which has been pressing for uplifting women in society by economic empower-

ment. 

  

The study rests on data from India’s National Family Health Survey, collected between 2005 and 2006. The study 

finds that women who are more educated than their husbands were 28% more likely to suffer domestic violence than 

women less educated than their husbands. And women who were the sole breadwinners in the family were roughly 

48% more likely to face domestic violence than unemployed women whose husbands were employed.  

 

The study’s author writes that “as the more educated and financially valuable members of their families, these 

women threaten.  Some men respond with violence to assert masculinity, and to regain power in the relationship. 

Additionally, the stigma attached to divorce in India keeps women victimized in violent marriages. 

S O C I E T Y  

http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=225184


 

 

P o l i c y  W a t c h  V o l - 2 . 3 2  P a g e  2 0  

RAJIV GANDHI INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

for petty reasons such as leaving the house without permission. A working paper in National Bureau of Economic 

Research also found gender equality can accentuate household tensions. Increased property rights for Indian women 

increased the incidence of wife beating and female suicide rates.   

  

Poulami Roychowdhury gives an interesting insight on the issue, in her publication on domestic violence, found that 

greater vulnerability of educated women indicates that violence may occur when traditional forms of social control 

become ineffective. The findings “challenge a predominant narrative that links gendered violence in places like In-

dia with tradition and cultural stasis and instead, it points to the possibility that violence indexes exactly the oppo-

site: social change and resistance.” 

  

http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2014/03/27/educated-women-are-less-vulnerable-right-wrong-says-study/ 

Date Accessed: 24.03.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

Women entrepreneurs face constraints in accessing finance 
(Im4change) 

 

A newly released report – Improving Access to Finance for Women-owned Businesses in India (2014) – jointly  

produced by the International Finance Corporation (IFC) highlights the problems of accessing finance faced by 

women entrepreneurs them having stronger repayment track records as opposed to men. 

 

The report notes that “due to the difficulties in accessing finance, nearly 92.1 percent of funding for women-owned 

MSMEs (Micro Small and Medium Enterprises) in India is met from self, family, friends or informal sources while 

only 3.1 percent is met from formal financial sources. The rest 4.8 percent of funding is met from semi-formal fi-

nancial sources. Only 27 percent of total demand for finance by such enterprises is fulfilled by the formal institu-

tions. There are both supply and demand side constraints in accessing finance that are responsible for this hapless 

situation faced by female entrepreneurs.” 

 

“The key recommendations of the report for formal financial institutions are: 

 Customized offerings for women entrepreneurs require deep understanding of the market 

 Build a “brand” and develop tailored products and services to meet financial needs of women entrepreneurs 

 Customize policies, processes and systems to align to women entrepreneurs’ needs 

 Promote a friendlier environment for women customers 

 Deliver non-financial services 

 

The key recommendations for enabling environment are: 

 Co-create a risk capital fund 

 Equal rights to property 

 Simplify collateral requirement 

 Formulate women-focused policies to promote women-owned enterprises 

 Co-create an online customer care support 

 Role of development finance institutions (DFIs)” 

 

http://www.im4change.org/news-alerts/women-entrepreneurs-face-constraints-in-accessing-finance-24582.html 

Date Accessed: 28.03.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 

Implement law to remove manual scavenging: SC 
(Outlook, March 27, 2014) 

 

The Supreme Court has directed all the state governments and Union Territories to fully implement the legislation 

for eradication of manual scavenging and to take action against violators, while issuing directions for education, 

employment and rehabilitation of affected people. The bench has also directed them to take appropriate actions for 

non-implementation and violations of the provisions in the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and 

their Rehabilitation Act, 2013. 

 

The bench also issued directions for rehabilitation like cash assistance to the persons included in the final list of 

manual scavengers under the provisions of the Act and scholarship entitlements for their children as per the relevant 

scheme of the Central or the state government. 

 

The bench directed to "Provide support for dignified livelihood to safai karamchari women in accordance with their 

choice of livelihood schemes and identify the families of all persons who have died in sewerage work (manholes, 

septic tanks) since 1993 and award compensation of Rs 10 lakhs for each such death to the family members depend-

ing on them," the bench said, adding that "rehabilitation must be based on the principles of justice and transforma-

tion". 

 

http://news.outlookindia.com/items.aspx?artid=834383 

Date Accessed: 28.03.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
 

REGIONAL 
 

Chinese environment policy puts hurdle on iron ore export 

from India 
(Dilip Kumar Jha, Business Standard, March 27, 2014) 

 

A recent decision of the Chinese government to prevent rising air pollution due to usage of low grade iron ores is 

expected to hurt the interests of iron ore exporters from Goa.  China has put strict environmental regulation in place 

which restricts steel mills to purchase (low grade) iron ore from anywhere in the world, including India. Iron ore 

exporters in Goa, which largely produce low grade ores, might face difficulty in shipment of the steelmaking raw 

material and also affect iron ore sales done through online auctions. Considering the fact that Goa has no steel mills, 

miners will have to set up either forward integration or backward integration (steel mills) to convert iron ore into 

pellets. 

 

"Exporters have been facing problems already for non - receipt of clearance certificates from the state government…

They are still awaiting exports certificates from the state government without which exporters cannot start export 

process," said Shivanand V Salgaocar, President, Goa Mineral Ore Exporters Association (GMOEA). The state gov-

ernment of Goa conducted two auctions in February to dispose off around two million tonnes of iron ore of the total 

unsold inventory of around 11.5 million tonnes. Since the auction, the prices of iron ore declined by 13% from $126 

to $100 a tonne. 

 

“Indian iron ore exporters face high export duty of 30%, which make them uncompetitive in overseas markets. 

Apart from that, the government of China has put strict environmental regulation in place which restricts steel mills 

to purchase low grade iron ore from anywhere in the world including India.” 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/chinese-environment-policy-puts-hurdle-on-iron-ore-

export-from-india-114032700308_1.html 
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Plea to make Delhi roads friendly for the physically-challenged 
(Nirnimesh Kumar, The Hindu, March 27, 2014) 

  

The Delhi High Court in response to a Public Interest Litigation, has issued notices to the Delhi Government, State 

Municipal Corporations, the Delhi Police and the Delhi Development Authority seeking directions for making roads 

friendly for the visually and hearing-impaired pedestrians. 

 

The petitioner, Vinod Kumar Bansal, noted that due to “non-installation of auditory traffic signals, pavements with-

out curbs and cuts and slopes for easy plying of wheel-chairs and zebra crossings without engravings, visually-

impaired pedestrians or ones with low vision felt huge inconvenience while walking in the city...Absence of ramps 

at public buildings put the physically-challenged people at great inconvenience in accessing there.” 

 

He further noted that, the State, under the The Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights 

and Full Participation) ACT, 1995, is expected to ensure non-discrimination in public transport, adapt rail compart-

ments, buses, vessels, aircraft and waiting rooms in a way that makes them comfortably accessible to the physically-

challenged persons. 

 

The petitioner also complained that the government authorities have not taken any action despite the law mandating 

it to provide these facilities. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/plea-to-make-delhi-roads-friendly-for-the-physicallychallenged/

article5838250.ece 

Date Accessed: 28.03.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
 

DISABLED 
 

Wheel chairs, ramps for disabled voters this election 
(IANS, March 20, 2014) 
 

For the first time each of the 11,763 polling stations in Delhi will have a sign language expert on standby to aid the 

hearing impaired. Although wheel chairs and ramps were introduced in earlier elections to aid the disabled voter but 

this time the election officials will ensure better care and attention. These arrangements have become mandatory 

following the Supreme Court’s direction to provide special facilities for the disabled during the polls.  

 

Similar arrangements are likely to be in effect around the country but the Delhi Election Commission is pioneering 

some special initiatives for the capital and has roped in NGOs working for the disabled to ensure the arrangements 

for voting are a smooth affair. The poll panel will launch a training session for electoral and police officials to 

sensitise them on the problems faced by the disabled during vote casting. Further, the chief electoral office of 

Delhi website has been modified and made accessible for the visually impaired, he said. 

 

The election commission is also going to put up stickers and posters in sign language and symbols to indicate the 

difference between the party symbol and instructions to be followed while voting. The Election Commission is to 

also seek assistance from social welfare departments of the government to ensure that arrangements for the dis-

abled are up to the mark. A social audit will also be carried out by the poll panel after the elections. 

 

http://www.newstrackindia.com/newsdetails/2014/03/20/291--Wheel-chairs-ramps-for-disabled-voters-this-

election-Election-Special-.html 

Date Accessed: 27.03.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 
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Air pollution now linked to 1 in 8 deaths worldwide 
(UN News Centre, March 25, 2014) 
 

This article highlights the findings of new figures on air pollution released by UN World Health Organization 

(WHO). According to the report by WHO, air pollution – both indoor and outdoor – killed some 7 million people 

across the globe in 2012, making it the world’s largest single environmental health risk. 

 

“Few risks have a greater impact on global health today than air pollution; the evidence signals the need for con-

certed action to clean up the air we all breathe,” said Dr. Neira Director of WHO’s Department for Public Health.  

In particular, the new data, reveals a stronger link between both indoor and outdoor air pollution exposure and car-

diovascular diseases such as strokes and ischaemic heart disease and cancer. This is in addition to pollution’s role in 

the development of respiratory diseases, including acute respiratory infections and chronic obstructive pulmonary 

diseases. 

 

Statistics for 2012: 

 Indoor air pollution was linked to 4.3 million deaths in households cooking over coal, wood and biomass stoves. 

 Outdoor air pollution, caused around 3.7 million deaths from urban and rural sources worldwide 

 Maximum deaths occurred in Southeast Asia and the Western Pacific 

 Many people are exposed to both indoor and outdoor air pollution, hence mortality attributed to the two sources 

cannot simply be added together, making the total estimate around 7 million deaths 

 

“Excessive air pollution is often a by-product of unsustainable policies in sectors such as transport, energy, waste 

management and industry. In most cases, healthier strategies will also be more economical in the long term due to 

health-care cost savings as well as climate gains,” Carlos Dora, WHO Coordinator for Public Health, Environmental 

and Social Determinants of Health said. 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47426&Cr=pollution&Cr1=#.UzKRJ_mSyVI 

Date Accessed: 26.3.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

US to help eliminate Japan N-stockpile 
(The Asian Age, Mar 24, 2014) 

This article highlights the latest developments preceding the nuclear security summit to be held on March 31, 2014 

in The Hague. It will be the third such summit since 2010, when it was held in Washington. 

  

US President Barack Obama and Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said in a joint statement that all highly en-

riched uranium (HEU) and separated plutonium would be removed from the Fast Critical Assembly at the Japan 

Atomic Energy Agency. 

 

China had voiced concern earlier this year about Japan’s holding of plutonium but Washington and the United Na-

tions nuclear agency in Vienna have made it clear they are not worried about the way Tokyo is handling the issue. 

 

“This effort involves the elimination of hundreds of kilograms of nuclear material, furthering our mutual goal of 

minimising stocks of HEU and separated plutonium worldwide, which will help prevent unauthorised actors, crimi-

nals, or terrorists from acquiring such materials,” said the joint statement released by the White House. 

“This material, once securely transported to the United States, will be sent to a secure facility and fully converted 

into less sensitive forms.” 

  

The announcement was made shortly before leaders from 53 countries, including Mr Obama and Mr Abe, were due 

to hold a two-day summit aimed at preventing Al Qaeda-style militant groups from acquiring nuclear bombs. 
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Date Accessed: 25.3.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

AFRICA 
 

Joint action to avoid food crisis in the Central African Re-

public 
(FAO, March 21, 2014) 

 

The World Bank, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the government of the 

Central African Republic are joining forces to help prevent a full-scale food and nutrition crisis in the conflict-

stricken nation. The World Bank is funding an $8 million agreement with FAO as part of a $20 million programme 

to support food aid and agriculture production, which is being implemented in coordination with the World Food 

Programme (WFP). Short-term activities under the agreement will focus on providing seeds and tools to 9000 fami-

lies for the upcoming planting season starting by mid-April. Most communities reported they do not have seeds to 

plant after widespread insecurity in the country caused massive population displacements during the 2013 agricul-

tural campaign. These displacements and the impossibility of cultivating crops have resulted in a severe decrease in 

food production, while food prices in the capital city, Bangui, have rapidly increased due to severe market disrup-

tion. The 9 000 families will each receive 25 kg of seeds, to allow them to harvest an estimated 6000 tonnes of 

maize, ground nuts and rice by September 2014. 

 

To further improve the staple crop seed system, the project will support 70 specialized seed groups to produce and 

sell to FAO and partners an additional 175 tonnes that will be distributed to 7000 families for the next campaign. 

 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/217708/icode/ 

Date Accessed: 25.03.2013 

(Anjana John) 
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