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Key Message  
 

 

Policy Watch is a key instrument of RGICS's vision and strategy.  

RGICS's core vision is opening up the Indian state to peoples' voice -- in its leg-

islative, executive and judicial functions.  

Elected representatives and political parties have a central responsibility in chan-

neling peoples' voice into the functioning of the State. In turn, this requires en-

hancing the knowledge and capacity of elected representatives and political par-

ties on State policy. 

Policy Watch informs elected representatives and other political leaders about 

key policy developments nationally and globally. This will enable them to inter-

vene in policy decision making and reflect people's voice.  

Produced by a dedicated and talented team of scholars at RGICS, led by our 

young RG-RALs, Policy Watch is a unique product that presents information and 

analysis about policy for a political audience.  Policy Watch has by now covered 

over a thousand policy issues. 
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Understanding Representation 
 

 

Introduction 

 

As the country gears up for the 16th Lok Sabha elections, campaigns of different political parties have become more 

and more focused around the crucial question of representation. The contemporary political landscape sees different 

political parties pledging allegiance to regional/sectoral/religious interests, or more generically to authentically rep-

resent the preferences of the common citizen. Therefore it is worth revisiting the constituent assembly debates to 

understand what representation entails. 

 

Constituent Assembly on representation 

 

It is increasingly the case today that the concerns, needs, interests and preferences of the common citizen are not 

effectively represented in the Parliament.  

 

When H V Kamath wanted to preface the Preamble with the words, ‘In the name of god’, he argued that “Here we 

are not individuals. Here we are all the people of India. There is much difference between the two,” asking the mem-

bers to remember that “…we are passing this [Constitution] in the name and on behalf of the people of India.” Pan-

dit Govind Malaviya, supporting him, added: “…we have come here as representatives of the people of India. Hon-

esty demands that we should record what may be their view.” The assumption here is that to represent the people is 

to mirror the preferences of the people. Since people cannot be present themselves in the legislature to vote on pol-

icy, they choose a representative who they think most closely echoes their preferences, to make up for their own 

absence. 

 

Representation demands that representatives echo the preferences of the constituents; the Constituent Assembly was 

also concerned with ensuring that everyone’s preferences, and not just those of the majority, got represented. An 

alternative that surfaced in the Assembly debates “was to replace the single member, plurality voting system, with 

the electoral system of proportional representation. Proportional representation begins with multi-member constitu-

encies, recognising the heterogeneity of preferences or interests in any constituency. The constituencies can vary in 

magnitude from the usual five-seven members to treating the whole country as one constituency. Under proportional 

representation, candidates do not win on the basis of a plurality of the vote; this means that unlike in the plurality or 

the first past the post system, representation is not denied to the large majority of the voters who did not vote for the 

winning candidate.”  

 

In the Constituent Assembly the advocates as well as the opponents of the plurality system held a similar view of 

representation, i.e. to represent was to give voice to the preferences of the electors. This was the justification for 

choosing single member territorial constituencies. The expectation was that the candidates would be elected on the 

basis of their promises, and they would keep those promises because they were accountable to the same electors in 

the next election.  

 

Reflecting on the current electoral system, columnist TCA Srinivasa Raghavan notes that “rational choice requires 

people to choose combinations of goods rather than just one or the other...Political parties have never been open to 

such eclecticism. They have always offered what economists call non-convex or extreme outcomes rather than in-

between ones which are called convex outcomes.” Even though political parties enter into a coalition after the elec-

tion results are declared, the bone of contention is that the citizens have not voted for that specific coalition. The 

issue of eliminating non-convexity at the constituency level requires that each constituency be represented by at 

least two legislators simultaneously. 

 

The overarching assumption here is that the ‘combination’ would be better equipped to represent a demographically 

diverse constituency. Here it is worth revisiting the idea of representation in political theory and what comes across 

in the constituent assembly debates on representation. Edmund Burke, the eighteenth century political theorist, 

“envisioned the representative as a statesman, concerned with interests rather than mere preferences and with the 

interests of the entire nation rather than the district”. John Stuart Mill, the nineteenth century political theorist, “on 

C o v e r  S t o r y  
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the other hand, saw the representative more as someone who would first relay the voters’ point of view into the leg-

islature.”  

 

This brings us to another idea “that democracy is not about the representation of preferences, but about the represen-

tation of the interests of the people.” For this it is worth quoting Nehru, who while describing the project of the Con-

stituent Assembly, said, “the future of India that we have envisaged is not confined to any group or section or prov-

ince or other, but it comprises all the four hundred million people of India.” In his first statement, Nehru was defin-

ing representation only in terms of being elected from a certain place or by certain individuals. But his second state-

ment shows that this, for him, did not imply at all that the representative must echo the views of those who elected 

him. Once elected, the representatives were not here “to function for one party or one group but always to think of 

India as a whole”. The nation that was India was to be created by the policies that would be chosen by the represen-

tatives, and how could this be done if the representatives merely mirrored the preferences of their local constituents. 

This Nehruvian position is in line with seeing the writing of India’s Constitution as a political intervention, as a 

creative political act giving birth to something new, instead of just mirroring different existing preferences or even 

the preferences of the majority.  

 

In the absence of systems of representation and accountability of representative behaviour and actions, representa-

tive responsibility is hijacked by local mandates and personal interests. Representatives are not elected merely to 

vote on issues. Preceding every vote, there is a discussion, and this discussion and debate would be meaningless if 

representatives were bound by their local mandates. That discussion and debate precede the vote assumes that there 

can be different positions on the ‘common interest’ and that these differences need to be reconciled before a decision 

is taken. If that is so, it is clear then, that as much as possible, all differences of opinion must find representation in 

the representative assembly, so that the debate is meaningful and not exclusionary. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The wider question is what an electoral system should achieve. As Jeremy Bentham notes, ‘it must ensure that the 

Assemblies reflect the spread of voters’ preferences that representatives are accountable and removable, and that 

party groupings are responsive to the electorate... an electoral system must ensure that elected representatives are 

answerable to the voters between elections.’ As the country gears up for yet another general election and brings to 

power another set of legislators, it is worth reconsidering the efficacy of representation in the existing electoral sys-

tem and construct informed debates on the alternative electoral models. 

 
1. “Representation and its epiphanies”, Shefali Jha, Economic and Political Weekly, September 25, 2004    

2. Ibid.  

3. Ibid. 

4. “Would 2 MPs per constituency result in better political outcomes for India ?”, TCA Srinivasa Raghavan, 

Business Standard, November 29, 2013 
5. Ibid 

6. “Does India need a different electoral system?”, Arvind Sivaramakrishnan, The Hindu, June 13, 

2008  
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UN report stresses on the need to address inequalities 
(Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations) 

 

The Report on the World Social Situation, 2013 launched by the United Nations on 14th February, 2014 emphasizes 

that addressing inequalities is not only a moral imperative but also necessary in order to unleash the human and pro-

ductive potential of each country’s population and to bring development towards a socially-sustainable path. 

 

The Report examines recent inequality trends and analyses their social, economic and political impacts, highlighting 

new developments and paying particular attention to the situation of disadvantaged social groups. It shows that ine-

quality not only matters to people living in poverty, but also for the overall well-being of society. It reminds world 

leaders that, in addressing inequalities, policy is important and offers some key policy recommendations for consid-

eration: 

 

 The promotion of productive employment and decent work for all should be an objective not only of social 

policy but also of macroeconomic policy. 

 The emphasis in public spending must be on universal, good-quality, essential services such as health, nutri-

tion, sanitation and education. Access to education at all levels, in particular, has significant distributional 

effects. 

 Urgent action must be taken to establish, and extend, a basic social protection floor that ensures access to ba-

sic services for all. Fiscal consolidation measures must be designed in such a way as not to undermine essen-

tial public spending on such services. 

 The basic principle of universalism must be combined with particular policy focus on disadvantaged groups, 

especially those affected by multiple deprivations. Gender inequalities are cross-cutting and must be ad-

dressed actively when dealing with all other dimensions of inequality. 

 In all policy matters, relational inequalities and socially- and culturally- generated patterns of discrimination 

and exclusion must be confronted. 

 

http://undesadspd.org/ReportontheWorldSocialSituation/2013.aspx 

Date Accessed: 15.02.2014 

(Amrutha Jose Pampackal) 

 

1.94 lakh MT foodgrain wasted between 2005-13: FCI 
(PTI, February 12, 2014)   

 

The Food Corporation of India (FCI) has revealed that 1,94,502 metric tonnes of food grain worth crores of rupees 

was wasted in India between 2005 and 2013. The revelation was made in a reply to an RTI query based on food 

wastage in India, filed by an activist named Om Prakash Sharma.  

 

The reply provided details of the region-wise and commodity wise stock accrued as non issuable (damaged) for each 

of the years separately for the 23 regions in the country. 

 

Although the damaged stock reduced from 2005 to 2013, the large quantity of foodgrains wasted in India at a time 

when the toll of hunger deaths is high is worrisome. The report also highlighted that of the damaged stock around 84 

per cent was rice and 14 per cent wheat. Punjab recorded for 50 per cent of the total damages, while Maharashtra 

accounted for 10 per cent of the total loss. 

 

http://news.outlookindia.com/items.aspx?artid=828584 

Date accessed: 13.02.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

H e a d l i n e s  
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India becomes first country to adopt an agroforestry policy 
(Jitendra, Down To Earth, February 14, 2014) 

 

In ground breaking move, India became the first country to adopt a national agroforestry policy on February 10, the 

first day of the World Congress on Agroforestry. The policy deals with the practice of integrating trees, crops and 

livestock on the same plot of land and responds to the problems of the agroforestry sector including adverse policies, 

weak markets and a dearth of institutional finance. 

 

“The new policy talks of coordination, convergence and synergy between various elements of agroforestry, scattered 

across various existing missions, programme and schemes under different ministries like agriculture, rural develop-

ment and environment. The policy would be implemented through an integrated agroforestry mission or board. The 

policy also talks about security of land tenure, promoting research and capacity building, felicitating participation of 

industries dealing with agroforestry produce and offering incentive to farmers.” 

 

The policy has the potential of multiple benefits. It is seen as a solution for them to meet the challenges of food, 

nutrition, energy, employment and environment security. Increasing agricultural productivity in a sustainable man-

ner can help achieve the huge food requirements under the food security legislation. According to the National Ad-

visory Council, the high percent requirement of timber would need trees to be grown on farms which would gener-

ate 450-employment days per hectare per year. 

 

The new policy shows a major shift in outlook towards agroforestry and it will farmers to reap the benefit of agro-

forestry to meet country's population demand for food, fodder, firewood and timber, against a backdrop of shrinking 

land and water resources for agriculture and the threat of climate change. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/india-becomes-first-country-adopt-agroforestry-policy 

Date Accessed: 14.02.14 

(Simi Sunny) 
 

 World Bank probes long working hours, low salaries at Ta-
tas’ tea plantation 
(Nita Bhalla, Reuters, February 13, 2014) 

 

The World Bank recently revealed that it was investigating claims of labour and human rights abuses at a tea planta-

tion project that it jointly finances with tea giant Tata Global Beverages in Assam. 

 

Three non-governmental organisations complained to the Compliance Amalgamated Ombudsman (CAO) in Febru-

ary last year about alleged worker violations in three of Amalgamated Plantation Private Limited’s (APPL) 24 plan-

tations. The complaint cited long working hours, inadequate compensation and poor health conditions, including the 

unsafe use of pesticides. As per the complaint there is restricted freedom of association among workers and barriers 

to voicing grievances. Productivity targets are so difficult to meet that tea pickers engage other family members, 

including children, to receive a single wage. It also questioned the share-buying program, saying workers were be-

ing pressured into buying shares, often without proper information about the investment risks. 

 

“The supposedly ethical and sustainable Tata Company continues to make large profits from the mistreatment and 

exploitation of plantation workers.” Tata Global Beverages said in a statement denying the charges that it is commit-

ted to the fair and ethical treatment of workers. 

http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/02/13/uk-india-tea-humanrights-idUKBREA1C1L820140213 

Date Accessed: 13.02.2014 

(Neha Singh) 

H e a d l i n e s  
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Government incentivising fruit exports 
(Exim News Service, February 09, 2014) 

 

76.42 million tonnes of fruits were produced in 2011, where only  0.57% of them were exported. In other words, 

0.44 million tonnes was exported due to factors such as higher domestic consumption, fragmented supply chain, 

small land holdings of farmers, lack of appropriate infrastructure, high cost of logistics, difficulties in meeting 

global standards and high international transportation costs, the Indian Horticulture Database 2012, as published by 

the National Horticulture Board. 

 

The government has, therefore, introduced various incentives to boost fruit exports, which includes: 

 

 Financial assistance to exporters through the Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development 

Authority (Apeda), which includes brand publicity through advertising, packaging, participation in interna-

tional trade fairs, focus on new markets, etc. 

 Market Development Scheme 

 Financial assistance to state government agencies for setting up integrated post-harvest facilities such as Cen-

tres for Perishable Cargo (CPCs), etc. 

 

http://www.eximin.net/NewsDetails.aspx?name=74820 

Date Accessed : 11.2.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

Government weighs options as demands for a cut in import 

duties on gold imports soar 
(Arjun Kharpal, CNBC, February 11, 2014) 

 

The gold industry has increasingly been demanding for a cut in import duties on gold imports, which the govern-

ment had previously laid to stabilise India’s rising trade deficit have been on the rise.  A rising import bill of gold 

had ledthe Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to  impose a 10 percent import duty on gold.. Researchers have suggested 

that “now is not the time to call off or even reduce the duty.” 

 

Strengthening duties on gold imports has helped stabilise current account deficit. Trade deficit fell from $10.14 bil-

lion in December to $9.92 billion in January given a 77 percent fall in gold and silver imports. However, the gold 

price plummeted 28 percent in 2013 as the global economy improved. Calls for a cut in the import duty have gained 

momentum as it has been hurting the business of Indian jewellers. At Davos, India's Finance Minister, 

Chidambaram had stated that the import duty will not be roll backed.  

 

There are signs of progress with reducing the trade and current account deficits in India and knowing that it's very 

hard to restrict this demand indefinitely, the RBI feel it's time to start easing back on the controls. However, experts 

have warned that the gold import restrictions have largely helped keep the rupee stable amid the latest emerging 

market currency sell-off and any reversal of the rules would be a "rash" move. 

 

http://www.cnbc.com/id/101407311 

Date Accessed: 09.02.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

RBI mulling fund transfer system to increase accessibility of 

financial services 
(Beena Parmar, The Hindu Business Line,  February 12, 2014) 

 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is considering enabling people without a bank account to withdraw cash from an 
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Automated Teller Machine (ATM) using mobile phones. This implies that financial services will be accessible to a 

greater number of people. 

 

According to its governor, RBI has recently approved setting up of a payment system which will facilitate funds 

transfers from bank account holders to those without accounts through ATMs. As per this new system the sender- an 

account holder- can go to an ATM with a participating bank and ask the money to be withdrawn from the account. 

The intermediary processes the payment and sends a code via mobile to the recipient, who then can use the code to 

withdraw money from the nearest ATM of that participating bank. 

 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/soon-you-can-draw-money-at-atms-even-if-you-have-no-bank-

account/article5680321.ece 

Date Accessed: 13.02.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 
 

Centre to continue centrally-sponsored scheme for state govt 

medical colleges 
(Indian Awaz, February 06, 2014) 

 

The Cabinet Committee for Economic Affairs (CCEA) has given its nod to the proposal of Health Ministry to con-

tinue the centrally-sponsored scheme for strengthening and upgrading state government medical colleges. The 

scheme estimated to cost 1350 crore rupees will result in an increase of four thousand post graduate seats in the col-

leges. 75 per cent of the expenditure will be shared by the Centre and 25 per cent by the concerned State govern-

ments. 

 

In another decision, the CCEA approved the development of the first phase of the second campus of the Chittaranjan 

National Cancer Institute in Kolkata at an estimated total cost of 534 crore rupees. The institute will be a 460-

bedded hospital with modern state-of-the-art facilities for comprehensive care and diagnosis of cancer. The new 

campus, located at Rajarhat is scheduled for completion in 30 months. 

 

The CCEA also approved amendments in some guidelines for appraisal, approval of projects and schemes eligible 

for financing under the National Clean Energy Funds, NCEF. This will unlock financial resources with NCEF and 

the resources freed up in the process can then be redeployed for other social sector programmes. 

 

The CCEA has approved revision in financial norms of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan to provide girls studying in Kas-

turba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas with good quality education along with nutritious food. Students from disadvan-

taged and economically weaker sections of society would get 25 per cent reimbursement of expenditure in admis-

sions to private unaided schools under Right to Education Act, 2009. 

 

In another decision, the CCEA approved the implementation of the High Performance Computing, HPC, system 

during the 12th plan at an estimated cost of 567 crore rupees. The establishment of the HPC system and the en-

hanced computing infrastructure will help in providing reliable weather and climate services to farmers, fishermen 

and other stakeholders in the government and neighbouring countries. 

 

http://theindianawaaz.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=16720&catid=19 

Date Accessed: 13.02.2014 

(Neha Singh) 

 

Non-agricultural sectors are driving employment in India 
(Santosh Mehrotra, Economic Times, February 10, 2014) 

 

Since 2004, there is a considerable shift in the employment scenario in India. An important trend which many finan-

cial papers have not recognised is that non-farm sectors are driving employment. According to the data provided in 

the article, while non-agricultural jobs rose by 37.5 million between 1999-2000 and 2004-05 - an increase of 7.5  
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million new jobs in industry and services per year - they increased by 52 million between 2004-05 and 2011-12 - 7.5 

million per annum again. There has also been a fast pace of structural change since 2004. Of the 60 million addition 

to the workforce between 1999-2000 and 2004-05, one-third was in agriculture. In contrast, between 2004-05 and 

2009-10, 23 million workers left agriculture. It was only after 2004-05, for the first time in history, that there was a 

decline in the number of farm workers. 

 

The data reveals an important trend that workers are gradually moving away from farming and agricultural sector. 

An additional 13 million left agriculture in two years, between 2009-10 and 2011-12, a historic shift in employment 

away from agriculture. Employment is driving towards construction due increasing infrastructure investment. When 

workers left agriculture, they joined construction activity. Construction provided eight million new jobs between 

1999-2000 and 2004-05. However, between 2004-05 and 2009-10, the rise in construction employment was twice as 

large at 18.5 million. During 2009-10 to 2011-2012, an additional 6.2 million persons were added in construction. 

 

The rise in consumption since 2004 is said to be the reason for the movement towards non-agricultural employment. 

The rise in consumption and real wages is reflected in the rise in demand for goods produced by labour-intensive 

manufacturing sectors, which is where the employment has increased. 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/comments-analysis/in-india-non-agricultural-sectors-are-driving-

employment-more-workers-deserting-farms/articleshow/30126196.cms 

Date Accessed: 14.02.2014 

(Simi Sunny)  
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DEVELOPMENT 
 

Special Legislation to protect the Ganga 
(Neha Sethi, LiveMint, February 13, 2014) 

 

In a first, the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) has directed the environment ministry to frame a special legislation to 

protect India’s national river, Ganga, from pollution. 

 

The draft law would include measures to ensure that a minimum flow is maintained at different locations in different 

seasons along the entire length of the river and its tributaries and promote sustainable farming and water-use 

efficiency. The proposed law will give authorities the power to monitor and regulate the discharge of wastewater, 

industrial effluents and management of municipal solid waste through the imposition of penalties and damages. 

 

The draft law will also create new mechanisms for implementing preventive and corrective approaches, and also 

integrate existing authorities such as the Water Quality Assessment Authority, Central Ground Water Board and the 

Central Pollution Control Board. 

 

The PMO has also directed the ministry to set up an inter-ministerial committee (IMC) with the environment 

secretary as its chairman.The government is also considering creation of a separate fund called the Ganga River 

Basin Management Fund. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/BTqU9ru5KOKpQmazM0ScJK/In-a-first-PMO-approves-special-legislation-to-

protect-the.html 

Date Accessed: 13.02.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

Unsatisfactory decline in child mortality: SRS 2012 
(Im4change) 

 

The ‘Sample Registration System Statistical Report 2012', which carries the latest figures on the social sector by far 

informs that “states like Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra, which have consistently had a better track-record in 

human development, continue to outperform the laggard states like Madhya Pradesh, Assam and Odisha.” 

 

The article notes that “despite the fall in infant mortality rate (IMR) from 55 in 2007 to 42 in 2012, one in every 24 

children at the national level (one in every 22 children in rural areas & one in every 36 children in urban areas) still 

die before reaching the first birthday.” 

 

“IMR is determined by access to nutrition and its knowledge, access to sanitation & safe drinking water, gender 

equality within households, access to health services and immunization coverage.” With respect to these factors and 

as per the historical trend, “IMR is likely to reach 40 deaths per 1000 live births by 2015, missing the Millennium 

Development Goal (MDG) target of 27 deaths per 1000 live births”, notes the ‘MDG India Country Report 2014' of 

Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) 

 

http://www.im4change.org/news-alerts/unsatisfactory-decline-in-child-mortality-srs-2012-24221.html 

Date Accessed: 13.02.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
 

Social audits for rural job plan ineffective: Jairam 
(The Pioneer, February 11, 2014) 

 

The Government on Monday admitted that mandatory social audits prescribed under the MGNREGA Act have 

failed in bringing to light any irregularities in the implementation of the Central rural job scheme. Union Rural 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T   
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Development Minister Jairam Ramesh, however, told Rajya Sabha that social audits had been effectively conducted 

in States like Andhra Pradesh and Sikkim. 

 

In a written reply to a question in Rajya Sabha, the Minister said “Steps are being taken to establish social audit 

societies and train personnel so that such audits may be done in accordance with the rules,” Ramesh said. Asked 

about the alternative arrangements proposed to check irregularities, he said that independent monitoring and 

verification was being done by National Level Monitors (NLMs) as well as area officers in cases of specific 

complaints. 

 

He, however, dismissed suggestions that there had been a steady decline in the performance of the rural job scheme. 

“There are variations in demand for work from year to year, but there is no decline. The wage employment provided 

has increased from 218.76 crore person days in 2011-12 to 229.86 crore person days in 2012-13,” he said. 

MGNREGA is a demand-driven programme where the demand for work itself is influenced by factors such as 

rainfall pattern, availability of alternative and remunerative employment opportunities outside of the rural job 

scheme and prevailing unskilled wage rates, he said. 

 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/nation/social-audits-of-rural-job-plan-ineffective-jairam.html 

Date Accessed: 11.02.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EXCLUSION 
 

Nutritional Support to Children and Women under National 

Food Security Act    
(Press Information Bureau, February 11, 2014) 

 

The National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA), provides for cost sharing between the Central and the State 

Government in respect of entitlements for pregnant women and lactating mothers and children upto 14 years of age. 

These entitlements are to be delivered through existing Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) and Mid Day 

Meal (MDM) schemes for which cost sharing norms already exist. A pilot scheme for maternity benefit viz. Indira 

Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana (IGMSY) is also under implementation in select districts of the country. 

 

Prof. K.V. Thomas, Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, notes “that the Act provides for a 

two-tier grievance redressal mechanism consisting of District Grievance Redressal Officer for each district for 

expeditious and effective redressal of grievances and State Food Commission for monitoring and review of 

implementation of the Act...Besides, the provisions for transparency and accountability in the Act include setting up 

of Vigilance Committees at State, District, Block and Fair Price Shop (FPS) levels with due representation to the 

local authorities, Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, women and destitute persons or persons with disability to 

inter alia regularly supervise implementation of all schemes under the Act.” 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=103458 

Date Accessed: 12.02.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

CONNECTIVITY 
 

India, ADB sign MoU to improve rural roads connectivity 
(Orissa Diary, February 11, 2014) 

 

The Government of India and Asian Development Bank (ADB) have signed a $275 million loan agreement to 

continue improving rural roads in five States including the States of Assam, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, 
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and West Bengal.  

The loan represents the second tranche of $800 million financing facility under the Rural Connectivity Investment 

Program. The loan will construct 3,693 kilometers of all-weather rural roads in the five states, benefiting nearly 

1,800 rural habitations. The second tranche is expected to be completed in June, 2017. 

 

An official from the Department of Economic Affairs stated that the project will help construct all-weather roads in 

rural areas that will improve access to markets, district headquarters, health and education facilities, and other 

centres of economic activity.  

 

An official from ADB said that weak rural connectivity affects economic growth in rural areas and has a strong link 

to poverty, particularly in these five states. The second stage of this loan will invest in physical infrastructure; 

improve road design, road safety, and asset management.  The Ministry of Rural Development (MORD) is the 

executing agency of the project at the central level, while the governments of Assam, Chhattisgarh, Madhya 

Pradesh, Odisha, and West Bengal are charged with overall implementation at the state level for a period of 43 

months. The implementing agencies at the state level will be the respective State Rural Roads Development 

Agencies.  

 

http://www.orissadiary.com/CurrentNews.asp?id=47915 

Date Accessed: 13.02.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

EDUCATION 
 

NCERT looks into textbooks to weed out gender bias 
(Anubhuti Vishnoi, The Indian Express, February 05, 2014) 

 

The first-ever gender audit of NCERT textbooks reveals that though they are largely gender inclusive and attempt to 

highlight gender concerns, “there are elements of stereotypes in some textbooks”. 

 

Following the December 16 Delhi gangrape, the Prime Minister’s Office had asked the Human Resource 

Development ministry to emphasise on moral science in schools and include chapters on value education in 

textbooks so that gender sensitivity and respect for women are inculcated in students at a young age. The Justice 

Verma Committee had also recommended that gender equality be integrated in the curriculum at all levels in school 

education and gender modules developed for percolation of issues of equality and equity. The gender audit can be 

viewed as a step in that direction. 

 

The gender analysis report anchored by Department of Women’s Studies, National Council for Technical Education 

& Research (NCERT) notes that overall depiction of women is mainly in ‘caring roles’ reflecting an extension of 

household work”. Men are “depicted in multiple professions, as pilots, artists, astronauts, magicians, rulers, postman 

etc.” 

 

The report also suggests certain terms like policeman/milkman be changed to policeperson/milkperson to make 

them gender sensitive. Similarly, ownership of assets should be jointly reflected, like a ‘man owning a canteen’ can 

be stated as ‘man/woman owning a canteen’. 

 

The report, however, says most textbook content is ‘gender inclusive’ incorporating stories of women role models 

and questioning customary practices like child marriage. Textbooks have attempted to show boys/men sharing 

household chores, child rearing and caring practices and expressing emotions. 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/ncert-looks-into-textbooks-to-weed-out-gender-bias/ 

Date Accessed: 13.02.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 
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Scheme for Muslims’ education to be launched 
(News Track India, February 11, 2014) 

Ministry of Human Resource Development has launched the ‘Maulana Azad Taleem-e-Balighan’, an initiative to 

impart basic education and vocational skill development for the Muslim population. The scheme is being launched 

to impart functional literacy, basic education, vocational skill development and continuing education to cover 

about 1 crore Muslim adults in the age group of 15 years and above. 

 

The statement of the release stated that the results of the various schemes aimed at promoting education among 

minorities have been "quite encouraging". It also stated that the enrolment of Muslim children at the primary level 

has increased from 9.4 percent in 2006-07 to 14.2 percent in 2012-13 and enrolment at the upper primary level had 

gone up from 7.2 percent to 12.1 percent during the same period. 

 

The government has implemented various minority education schemes aimed at the Muslim population. 15% of 

the outlay under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan is targeted at the Minority Concentration Districts (MCD) to achieve 

the goal of universalisation of elementary education, to meet infrastructure gaps for schools, classrooms, teachers 

and providing access by opening new schools. 

 

Other initiatives benefiting minorities and the Muslim population include the Scheme for Providing Quality 

Education in Madarsas, the scheme of Infrastructure Development in Minority Institutions and the establishment 

of model degree colleges, women's hostels and polytechnics in MCDs. 

 

http://www.newstrackindia.com/newsdetails/2014/02/11/256--Scheme-for-Muslims-education-to-be-launched-.html 

Date Accessed: 13.02.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

ENERGY 
 

India to double renewable power capacity by 2017 
(The Economic Times, February 12, 2014) 

 

In an attempt to boost the nation’s power generation capacity, the Planning Commission of India has stated that  

India will double its power generation through renewable resources, adding nearly 30,000 MW of power in the next 

four years. 

 

The renewable energy capacity of the country is currently around 30,000 MW. The government aims at connecting 

20,000MW of solar power to the national grid by 2022 under the Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission. 

 

According to B K Chaturvedi- a member of the Planning Commission, India has a huge potential for tapping its 

renewable energy. In the current scenario, around 20,000MW of wind energy is generated along with a considerable 

amount of co-generation from sugar factories that produce solar as well as bio energy. The Lawrence Berkeley 

National Laboratory (USA) estimates observed that the resources or potential for wind energy in India are as high as 

10 lakh MW, and 20 lakh MW for solar energy. 

 

The government has identified 600 power guzzling industries including cement, fertiliser, oil refineries, steel plants 

and paper mills as focus areas for promoting efficiency measures. 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-industry/energy/power/india-to-double-renewable-power-

capacity-by-2017/articleshow/30283953.cms 

Date Accessed: 13.02.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 
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TECHNOLOGY 
 

Safer Internet Day and child online protection 
(UN News Centre, February 11, 2014) 

 

This article highlights steps taken up by the United Nations and its partners on the occasion of Safer Internet Day on 

February 11, 2014. “Safer Internet Day is such a great example of how the international community can collaborate 

in a harmonized way to create a better environment for our children,” said Hamadoun I. Touré, the Secretary-

General of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), the lead UN agency for information and 

communication technology (ICT). 

 

Under the theme “Creating a better Internet together,” ITU champions the work of its Child Online Protection 

initiative, which offers comprehensive sets of guidelines for children, parents, teachers, policy-makers and members 

of the tech industry. 

 

Research indicates that around half of all European children have online access in their bedrooms, and a quarter of 

12-to-15-year-olds now own a tablet. The use of smartphones to send, receive and post photos and videos online is 

also rising. But experts say children’s online safety skills have failed to rise at the same rate as their adoption of new 

applications and devices. 

 

“Sexting,” bullying, unsolicited explicit content (sex and violence) and sexual approaches from strangers have 

become routine online dangers modern teenagers face, yet studies show that adults’ knowledge of what young 

people are doing online is often “vague and complacent,” the agency notes. 

 

ITU also points out that, while parents often believe they know enough about the online world to keep their children 

safe, a 2012 study by Internet security specialist McAfee revealed that four-fifths of teenagers say they know how to 

hide their online behaviour from parents. 

 

Among its efforts to mark the Day, ITU is running workshops to help parents understand the risks and learn about 

tools that can help them keep their children safer. 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47118&Cr=child&Cr1=#.UvtIovmSyVI 

Date Accessed: 11.2.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 
 

Google India launches 'Good to Know' campaign on Safer 

Internet Day 
(InformationWeek, February 11, 2014) 

 

Coinciding with the Safer Internet Day, Google India has launched a new 'Good to Know' campaign to raise 

awareness about Internet safety. 

 

Google is partnering with the Digital Empowerment Foundation (DEF) and the Voluntary Organization in the 

Interest of Consumer Education (VOICE) on this campaign, which includes a series of online safety workshops that 

will reach schools, NGOs, consumer and industry groups across India. Endorsing this campaign is the Computer 

Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) – the govt. of India’s nodal agency that deals with cyber security threats; the 

Data Security Council of India (DSCI) and the Internet & Mobile Association of India (IAMAI). 

 

Speaking about the campaign, Chetan Krishnaswamy, country head of public policy at Google India stated, "We 

want to help equip Internet users coming online in India to become responsible digital citizens. Internet safety is 

about having a open conversation about it and exercising meaningful choices. It is also about teaching basics such 

as, using unique, strong passwords and not sharing personal information." 
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Safer Internet Day, which is celebrated every year on February 11, works on the cause of making the internet a safer 

place for citizens, and educating them about it. Google's Good to Know website also details a list of security and 

privacy tools, apart from safety tips to keep one's family safe. 

 

http://www.informationweek.in/informationweek/press-releases/287455/google-promotes-internet-safety-india-

campaign 

Date Accessed: 13.02.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 
 

The Government has approved a new STI Policy-2013 to suit 

the present condition 
(Press Information Bureau, February 13, 2014) 

 

The Government of India recently approved the Science, Technology and Innovation Policy 2013 which seeks to: (i) 

Enhance India's global share of scientific publications from the present 3.5% to 7.0%; (ii) Establish world class 

infrastructure for Research and Development (R&D) in some select areas; (iii) Make careers in science, research and 

innovation attractive enough for talented and bright minds; (iv) Create an environment for enhanced private sector 

participation in R&D, technology and innovation; (v) Seed S&T based high risk Innovation; (vi) Participate in 

international R&D projects that are high end science. The Policy seeks to establish a strong and viable Science, 

Research and Innovation System for High Technology-led path for India. 

 

India has made significant growth in the field of science and technology during the last five years. There has been a 

continuous increase in investment in R&D in the country. In response to a written question in the Lok Sabha the 

Union Minister of Science and Technology and Earth Sciences Shri Jaipal Reddy informed that the Gross 

expenditure on R&D in the country has doubled from Rs.24,117 crores in 2004-05 to Rs. 53,041 crores in 2009-10. 

India ranks 9th globally in terms of scientific publications output as per the latest UNESCO Science Report-2010. 

Its global share in scientific publications increased significantly from 2.8% in the year 2005 to 3.5% in the year 

2010. 

 

Further, a large number of new institutions such as Indian Institutes of Science Education and Research (IISERs), 

Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), Central universities, etc. have been established providing new opportunities 

for science education and research in the country. Creation of centres of excellence and facilities in emerging and 

frontline areas in academic and national institutes, induction of new and attractive fellowships such as Innovation in 

Science Pursuit for Inspired Research (INSPIRE) and establishment of National Science and Engineering Research 

Board (SERB) have also given a boost to R&D. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=103672 

Date Accessed: 13.02.2014 

(Neha Singh) 
 

Decreasing labour participation rate in India 
 (The Indian Express, February 11, 2014) 

  

The recently released Employment and Unemployment Situation in India report of the NSS 68th round (2011-12) 

highlights some sobering facts. Labour force participation rate decreased for rural males by 1 per cent between 1993

-94 and 2011-12 and increased by a meagre 2 per cent for urban males. Women’s participation rates declined across 

both rural and urban areas. Given the increase in India’s working-age population, these trends are disquieting. 

  

India adds one million people to its working-age population each month. Its demographic advantage can make it an 

economic powerhouse, but only if employment growth can be revived. Given that the unemployment rate among the 

“youth” (15 to 29 years) is significantly higher — 5 and 8 per cent for rural and urban males respectively — than the 

overall rate, and unemployment among “educated youth” — 8.1 and 11.7 per cent for rural and urban males 

respectively — is even higher, slow employment growth is a matter of grave concern. It will be one of the biggest 
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challenges for the next government. 

 

While the need for labour law reform is widely acknowledged, even though it continues to be stalled by the lack of 

political will, other roadblocks to employment generation that lie in areas such as infrastructure, finance and the 

myriad interactions of the state with firms are not yet fully understood, much less addressed. The growth of firms 

translates into the growth of employment in an economy, and not just of large manufacturing firms. 

  

Millions of small and medium-sized firms across the country need to be encouraged to grow, to be part of the 

organised sector, access formal finance and adopt modern technologies. Power, water, roads, ports and airports are 

all of vital importance to the growth of firms. Without the means to access markets, trade and commerce will not be 

able to thrive. Similarly, without access to finance, businesses cannot get working capital or ramp up investment. 

Indian finance offers little scope of non-collateralised funding for firms with promising but untested business 

models. India’s public sector-led, heavily regulated banking industry, which has to lend to priority sectors and buy 

government bonds, has little to offer to the risky borrower. 

  

The author argued that the employment growth will require reform not just in labour laws, but in finance and 

infrastructure investment as well. These are huge challenges, but if the next government is unable to face them up 

front, we will continue to witness the low employment growth of the past. Importantly, with a growing number of 

young and educated working-age citizens, unemployment has the potential to cause even greater social and political 

distress. 

  

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/not-hiring-now/?sf1828582=1 

 Date Accessed: 11.02.2014 

(Neha Singh) 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

Pollution of Noyyal River continues unabated 
(R. Vimal Kumar, The Hindu, February 11, 2014) 

 

Three years since the Madras High Court’s order on the closure of all dyeing and bleaching units in the Tirupur, 

knitwear cluster for polluting the Noyyal river, passed on January 28, 2011 on a petition moved by farmers that the 

units did not adhere to the directions of the Supreme Court and High Court to comply with Zero Liquid Discharge 

(ZLD) norms in effluent treatment, the pollution menace still continues. 

 

“In the last three years, the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board unearthed over 300 units involved in illegal 

operations and discharging of untreated effluents into the waterbodies and open grounds, polluting the groundwater 

table in Tirupur and its immediate suburbs.” 

 

The court had directed that Common Effluent Treatment Plants (CETPs)/Individual Effluent Treatment Plants 

(IETPs) be permitted to operate only if they achieved ZLD norms. As a result “18 CETPs, covering around 350 

dyeing units, were in operation under trial basis apart from 52 individual plants functioning in Tirupur. Farmers 

affected by the pollution question how and why could the trial run of commercial operations go on for more than 

two years now.” 

 

“S. Nagarajan, president of Dyers Association of Tirupur, said the association, which is against illegal operations 

and also taking all efforts to ensure ZLD norms, had appealed to the Centre to widen the purview of Integrated 

Processing Development Scheme to cover the generation of power/upgradation in the dyeing sector and thereby, 

ensure cheaper power to the units. Units discharge effluents without treating them only to reduce power cost, which 

is almost 50 per cent of the total operational cost in dyeing effluent treatment, he said.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/pollution-of-noyyal-continues-unabated/article5674550.ece 

Date Accessed: 13.02.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
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National Green Tribunal wants rules to stop pollution from 

straw burning  
(Economic Times, 14 February, 2014) 

  

“In the winter of 2012, a major smog episode was witnessed in the city. The Delhi government had blamed the 

neighbouring states for it. In response to a plea by environmentalist Vikrant Tongad who has alleged that burning of 

agricultural residue in Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh is responsible for air pollution locally and smog in the 

NCR, the National Green Tribunal has directed the agriculture ministry to hold a meeting with Punjab, Haryana, UP 

and Delhi to prepare "composite" guidelines to prevent pollution caused by straw burning. 

 

A bench headed by Justice Swatanter Kumar directed the agriculture ministry to also specify the manner and time 

frame required to implement the guidelines. 

 

The order has directed the Ministry of Agriculture to hold a meeting with all the states, including Punjab and 

Haryana, central pollution control board (CPCB) and the national academy of agricultural sciences and prepare 

composite and complete guidelines for preventing and controlling the pollution resulting from burning agricultural 

remnants in open fields.” 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/30362424.cms?

utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst 

Date Accessed: 14.04.2014 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

 

A green Midas touch 
(Sudha Bhattacharya, The Hindu, March 10, 2013) 

 

Over the last 30 years, Jadav Peyang in Assam has single-handedly transformed a barren sandbar into a lush forest 

thriving with wildlife known by locals as Molai Kathoni.  

 

Jadav, belonging to the Missing tribe of upper Assam, decided to leave his commune to live with nature when he 

was just 19-year-old. A vast expanse of barren land (located near Kokilamukh, Jorhat) left behind by the 

Brahmaputra became his abode. For company he had but a few cows. 

 

Realising after a flood, where receding waters had left behind swarms of water snakes that were shrivelling under 

the blazing sun, that there was a need to need to plant trees along the 1,200 hectare sandbar, for the next 15 years, 

Jadav lived in solitary confinement endlessly planting saplings in his incessant pursuit to convert barren land into an 

oasis. With the help of red ants, bird droppings and cow manure, the land slowly became fertile and grew trees of 

many species. With his meticulous planning, the sandbar gradually transformed into a forest that even lured 

elephants, rhinos and even tigers from nearby Kaziranga into its environs. 

 

The fertile land also attracted people with little means who gradually settled on the fringes of Jaday’s forest. They 

planted sugarcane, paddy and vegetables; slowly the village at the edge of the forest — Aruna Chapori — swelled to 

its present size of over 200 families. It now boasts a primary school of its own. 

 

While the young forest was quickly noticed by poachers, the Forest Department was a little slower on the uptake. 

Jaday’s story is a testament to how dedication and dogged motivation can transform an area and make it habitable 

for both people and animals. Currently he is planting orchids on the barks of some of his trees. At the edge of the 

forest, with its determined caretaker at the helm the plantation drive continues to cover the remaining sand. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/a-green-midas-touch/article4491750.ece  

Date Accessed: 11.02.2014 

(Gayatri Verma) 
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AGRICULTURE 
 

New quality criteria to be developed for booming spice and 

herb sector 
(FAO, February 11, 2014) 

 

In response to the growth of the spice and herb sector, which now hosts multi-billion dollar trade, an international 

effort has been launched to develop quality standards for key products. The global food standards body the Codex 

Alimentarius Commission last year established the Codex Committee on Spices and Culinary Herbs (CCSCH), the 

first meeting of which was conducted in Kochi from 11-14 February, 2014. 

 

The new Committee hosted by India is responsible for promoting worldwide quality standards for many of the most 

important spices and culinary herbs.  Development of standards will help importers and customers contribute assess 

safety and quality of the international spices and herbs and help farmers w see more clearly what they should be 

growing and to what standard. 

 

Established by FAO and WHO in 1963 , Codex is already helping to regulate the safety of many spice and herb 

products - like all other foods - with its general standards for hygiene, contaminants, and pesticide residues. The 

new committee will be part of a continuing effort to establish quality standards at a global level for many of the 

world's most important spices such as black pepper, vanilla and nutmeg and herbs like rosemary, thyme and basil. 

 

According to the FAO publication Spices and Herbs for Home and Market, there are around fifty spice and herb 

plants of global trade significance, but many other spices and herb crops are expanding. With a diverse range of by-

products and uses, booming international demand and expanding areas of production, the need for international 

standards is clear. While there are standards for some spices and herbs already, there is no global body that provides 

product specific, harmonized quality standards for whole and ground spices and culinary herbs. 

 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/213612/icode/ 

Date Accessed: 15.02.2014 

(Amrutha Jose Pampackal) 
 

Paddy farmers in Tamil Nadu seek turn system 
(P.S. Suresh Kumar, The Hindu, February 06, 2014) 

  

Concerned over the depletion of storage in dams, farmers in tail-end areas of Kanyakumari (which includes 

Thovalai, Chenbakaramanputhur, a portion of Anjugramam, Azagappapuram Kottaram, Myladi, Tamaraikulam, 

Asaripallam, Rajakkamangalam and Muttom) have urged the district administrator to implement the turn system at 

the earliest “as the crop in tail-end areas, which has attained the ‘milky stage,’ needs more water.” 

 

In response, A. Vinsanto, the chairman of Kodayar Irrigation Project (Water Resource Organisation) “pointed out 

that the government used to issue a special order every year on March 1 for water release in Padmanabhapuram-

Puthanar channel up to March 15 for devotees to take holy dip during Mondaicadu Bhagavathy Amman Masi Kodai 

Viza. Water also would be released in Thovalai and Ananthanar channels during the Mondaicadu festival.” 

 

“While paddy cultivation around the dam head needs water for only 15 days more, in the tail-end areas, it requires a 

month’s more of water. Thus, farmers in Kottaram and surrounding areas have appealed to the PWD officials to 

implement turn system immediately.” 

 

The article also points out that “over the years, cultivable area in the district has shrunk from 35,000 hectares to 

25,000 hectares owing to conversion of land into sites for houses. In the absence of remunerative price for paddy, 

farmers have also switched to cash crops like banana and rubber.” 

 

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T   
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http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil -nadu/paddy-farmers-seek-turn-system/article5659487.ece?

topicpage=true&topicId=1333 

Date Accessed: 11.02.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
 

Small Farmers’ Agri Business Consortium to Promote 

Public Private Partnership in Agriculture and Allied Sectors 
(Press Information Bureau, February 11, 2014) 

 

The Ministry of Agriculture has designated the Small Farmers’ Agri-Business Consortium (SFAC) as a national 

level agency for promoting projects under PPP. “SFAC acts as a facilitator for linking the project promoter to the 

concerned State Government. The role of SFAC is, however, a restricted to facilitate the process of technical 

appraisal and coordination. An independent monitoring agency (like National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 

Development (NABARD) or any other agency with no conflict of interest with that particular project) can be 

appointed by the State Government to track the performance of these projects and report to all relevant stakeholders 

in the State and Central Government.” 

 

Government facilitates Public Private Partnership (PPP) projects in agriculture and allied sectors to promote Agri-

Business by encouraging institutional and private sector investments and linkages to ensure the empowerment of all 

farmers in the country. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=103507 

Date Accessed: 12.02.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
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GENDER 
 

UNESCO launches Malala Funds-in-Trust for Girls’ 

Education in Pakistan 
(UNESCO, February 06, 2014) 
 

UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova and the Minister of Education of Pakistan signed a Funds-in-Trust 

agreement to support better access, improved quality and safe learning environments for girls in the hard-to-reach 

areas of Pakistan. “The $7 million funds-in-trust will focus on building up capacities in both formal and non-formal 

education, from gender-sensitive training for teachers to awareness-raising in communities to support girls’ 

education.” 

 

Pakistan is home to 3.8 million out-of-school girls, while those in school are more likely to drop out than boys. 

During the Forum, attended by UN parters, civil society groups, experts and donors, the emphasis was put on 

changing attitudes, training female teachers and making schools accessible and safe, especially in remote and rural 

areas. 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/about-us/who-we-are/director-general/singleview-dg/news/

unesco_launches_malala_funds_in_trust_for_girls_education_in_pakistan/#.Uv3BgPmSyx 

Date Accessed: 11.02.2014 

(Anjana John) 
 

‘3.3% of women in South Asia face non-partner sexual 

violence’ 
(Rukmini.S, The Hindu, February 12, 2014) 

 

A new global study finds that over 7% of women globally and 3% in South Asia have experienced sexual violence 

at the hands of a non-partner. Both globally and in South Asia alone, rape by an intimate partner or member of the 

household is far more common than that by a stranger, the researchers found. 

 

In a study published in the medical journal, The Lancet, researchers examined studies between 1998 and 2011 to 

construct a globally comparable dataset of women who had experienced non-partner sexual violence. After adjusting 

for variations in the type of question and methodology, they found that rates of prevalence varied widely by region, 

from 3.3% in South Asia (India and Bangladesh) to 21% in sub-Saharan Africa. Globally, one out of 14 women over 

the age of 15 reported having experienced non-partner sexual violence. 

 

In comparison, sexual violence at the hands of a partner or household member measured as part of the same study 

and released in September last year (‘One in four men across Asia admits to committing rape’, The Hindu, 

September 11, 2013) was far more prevalent. The global prevalence of intimate partner violence, that study found, 

was 30%. Yet, media and public attention globally is typically focussed on non-partner sexual violence. This was 

likely the case “because the perpetrator is a stranger and the victim is less blamed and shamed if she reports it, while 

intimate partner violence is considered a private matter therefore not likely to be reported to services and in the 

media.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/33 -of-women-in-south-asia-face-nonpartner-sexual-violence/

article5680057.ece 

Date Accessed: 12.02.2014 

(Anjana John) 
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Farm-to-trader policy draws multinationals to Bengal 
(Rohit Khanna, Times Of India, February 13, 2014) 

 

The Brihat Krishak Bazaar scheme of West Bengal that enables private entrepreneurs to procure directly from 

famers has been attracting investors as the state is planning to extend the scheme in other districts as well. 

 

The scheme was aimed at providing private players direct access to primary markets and weed out middlemen who 

tend to absorb much of the profits leading to inflated prices. In an attempt to expand operations of major retail 

players the state cabinet had opened up the back-end retail sector to private players in September last year. 

 

The investors have been demanding clarity in terms having the authority they would have in procuring directly from 

the farmers. Another major concern was if they had the authority to sell directly to the clients. Responding to these 

issues brought up by the interested investors, the state government has assured that it is ready to make minor 

changes. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/Farm-to-trader-policy-draws-multinationals-to-Bengal/

articleshow/30353113.cms 

Date Accessed: 13.02.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

Insurance plan for journalists launched in Bihar 
(Bihar Times, February 11, 2014) 

 

The Bihar government has launched Bihar Rajya Patrakar Bima Yojana, 2014 to provide group mediclaim and 

personal accident insurance to 3,000 working journalists. According to State information group mediclaim up to Rs 

five lakh per annum on a floating basis to journalist, his/her spouse and two dependant offsprings and personal 

accident insurance up to Rs five lakh to the insured journalist only would be provided under the scheme, which will 

come into effect from February 20. “All journalists working with the non-government electronic and print media 

and having five years of work experience would be covered under the scheme. All journalists in the age group of 21-

70 are eligible to apply for the insurance scheme.”  

 

An agreement has been signed with the National Insurance Company Limited to run the scheme for one year. 

 

http://www.bihartimes.in/Newsbihar/2014/Feb/newsbihar11Feb6.html 

Date Accessed: 12.02.2014 

(Anjana John) 

 

 'Green Curtains' at Agra, Jaipur stations 
(The New Indian Express, February 13, 2014) 

 

With a view to improving the aesthetic ambience along stations, the Railways plans to start a pilot project ‘Green 

Curtains’ at major tourist destinations like Agra and Jaipur to check open defecation and littering along the stations. 

The Indian Railways intends to invite private companies in setting up of landscaped ‘green curtains’ along major 

stations. The ‘Green Curtain’ initiatives involve construction of RCC boundary wall of appropriate height along the 

railways boundary up to a suitable distance, landscaping from the track to the wall and within station circulation 

area.  A design for bio-toilet, a major development towards cleanliness in coaches and on railway tracks, has already 

been adopted and the technology has been introduced in about 2,500 coaches for now. 

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/Green-Curtains-at-Agra-Jaipur-Stations/2014/02/13/

article2053221.ece#.Uv2-OPmSyx9 

Date Accessed: 13.02.2014 
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LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 
 

Parliamentary panel criticises NFAI 
(Sri Krishna, The Statesman, February 09, 2014) 

 

A parliamentary Committee in its report criticise National Film Archive of India (NFAI) and said that it has 

“miserably failed in achieving the objective” set for it which is to trace, acquire and preserve the heritage of national 

cinema. 

 

In its 30th Report tabled in Parliament, the Committee on Estimates said that “no substantial efforts to conserve our 

filmic heritage have been made in consonance with the volume of production.” The 30-member Committee chaired 

by Francisco Sardinha in its 35-page report on the functioning of the NFAI noted that countless number of valuable 

items like screenplays, posters, stills, costumes, properties and vintage equipment have also been damaged or 

completely lost during the past decades. It noted that NFAI houses only 9000 movies whereas the availability and 

condition of the rest of 34,000 movies is unknown. A vast majority of filmic material still remains untouched in 

private collections. 

 

The Committee wanted the government to institute a comprehensive review of NFAI with a view to revamping the 

organization and ensuring that NFAI achieves the objectives for which it was established,” the report said. The 

Committee felt that it was the duty of the government to ensure that the Indian Film Heritage is passed on to future 

generations and that there is need to modify the existing film acquisition policy and incorporate appropriate 

legislative provision to ensure that the film makers and private collectors part with a copy of films to NFAI for 

preservation. 

 

http://www.thestatesman.net/news/38642-parliamentary-panel-criticises-nfai.html?page=2 

Date Accessed: 11.02.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 
 

ELDERLY 
 

Major Ports’ workers to get improved pension benefits 
(Exim News Service, February 10, 2014) 

 

Bipartite Wage Negotiating Committee, constituted by the government have recommended an increase of 10 to15% 

in the pension per month with effect from January 1, 2012 of the retired employees and workers of the 11 Major 

Ports would get a increase in their pension per month as per the recommendations of the constituted by the 

government. 

 

There was a demand/settlement clause, based on this settlement, to allow the benefit of consolidation of pension as 

per Central government pattern. Hence a joint report with appropriate recommendations was made to allow 

consolidation of pension, the benefit of which goes to about 1,40,000 pensioners. 

 

The statement disclosed that the managements of the Major Ports cannot extend several benefits on which 

settlements were arrived at in the past; therefore, pensioners would get consolidation of benefit based on the present 

report.  

 

http://www.eximin.net/NewsDetails.aspx?name=74844 

Date Accessed : 11.2.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 
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INDIA IN THE WORLD 
 

India eases visa rules to boost tourism 
 (SaudiGazette, February 07, 2014) 

 

Indian government decided to extend its visa-on-arrival scheme to 180 countries worldwide from just 11 countries 

previously in a bid to boost tourist arrivals in the country. Effective measures will replace the lengthy and complex 

structure of obtaining visas which are aimed at giving a boost to tourism in India. 

 

Presently, a major deterrent for potential visitors is to wait several weeks before learning whether they will be 

allowed to enter India after submitting their applications at visa processing centres.  

 

Under the new scheme, tourists will be allowed to apply online. Following this, they will receive the authority’s call 

on the visa within five days.   

 

Visitors from countries which account for the bulk of India’s tourists — such as the United States, Britain and 

France —will be among those to benefit from the changes to regulations. 

 

However, citizens from eight countries including Pakistan, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka and Iraq have not been included 

in the changes for security reasons.  

 

http://www.saudigazette.com.sa/index.cfm?method=home.regcon&contentid=20140207194999 

Date Accessed: 12.02.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 
 

India-Japan: Alignment assured 
(Ambassador Neelam Deo, Gateway House, January 24, 2014) 

 

Japan’s reaching out to India, reflects the urgency with which Japan sees the threat of a rising China. India too has 

experienced Chinese aggression and must work with other democracies towards creating a multi-polar Asia. 

 

As Japan’s differences with China over the Senkaku/ Diaoyu islands are expressed in near daily militaristic 

exchanges, the previously reticent Japanese are moving purposefully to draw global attention to the situation and 

seek support. In this effort, Japan is finding some resistance in East and Southeast Asia, mainly because in addition 

to China, South Korea continues to harbour resentment against Japan for inadequately expressing regret for war time 

atrocities.  

 

Although India also has reasons to be concerned about China, it cannot entirely ignore the sensitivities of other 

Asian countries which experienced Japanese war time occupation. Still it is hard not to note recent reports 

suggesting recurring platoon-sized breaches by China of the Line of Actual Control, including the prolonged 2013 

Depsang incursion that occurred days before Premier Li Keqiang’s visit to India. That echoed the then Chinese 

Ambassador to India, Sun Yuxi’s reactivation of claims to Arunachal Pradesh just ahead of former Premier Hu 

Jintao’s visit to India in 2006. All this while, the gap between India and China’s economy and military strength has 

been steadily increasing. 

 

It is probably in India’s best long term interests not to become a junior partner in the American pivot, rechristened 

the ‘rebalance’ to Asia. However with power and unprecedented economic shifts underway in Asia, India does not 

have the luxury of remaining ostentatiously non-aligned. This is particularly so in light of the pressures—whether 

blatantly military, political  or economic – being exerted by China on neighbouring countries including Japan, India, 

Vietnam, Philippines, and the blatant insensitivity for our concerns regarding its closest ally, Pakistan. 
 

http://www.gatewayhouse.in/india-japan-alignment-assured/ 

Date Accessed: 01.02.2014 

(Gayatri Verma) 

I N D I A ’ S  W O R L D  
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
 

Businesses look for cheap production at the cost of slavery 

and child labour 
(Aidan McQuade, The Guardian, February 12, 2014) 
 

Citing the example of cotton mills in southern India, the article identifies India as one of the countries where 

enslavement and child labour persists. Similar chains of exploitation can be traced in Democratic Republic of the 

Congo (DRC) and Uzbekistan with regard to coltan mining and cotton manufacturing respectively. 
 

The writer also notes that in India, police often raid factories, where children work to extract bribes from the owners. 

Consequently, these children are left helpless in the hands of State authorities. 
 

According to the article, such patterns of exploitation exist because of business' ceaseless search for cheap 

production and scarce commodities. Social auditing of supply chains has failed to create a positive impact since 

abuses are either stopped for a short span or left unreported by corrupt officials. 
 

In order to effectively reduce the different forms of exploitation, businesses need to adopt a more proactive rather 

than relying on a third party for intervention. They need to identify such practices in supply chains and put in place 

measures to end them. The article also proposes establishment of extra-territorial legislation by governments to 

clarify business responsibilities for their supply chains and be plain about what they will be held accountable for. 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2014/feb/12/slavery-business-supply-

chains 

Date Accessed: 13.02.2014 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

SOUTH ASIA 
 

China, Taiwan hold first direct talks since 1949 split 
(Simon Denyer, Washington Post, February 11, 2014) 
 

China and Taiwan agreed to establish a formal government-level dialogue for the first time in 65 years, official news 

media reported, after a historic meeting in the eastern Chinese city of Nanjing.Representatives from both sides 

began first formal talks since the country split in two in 1949, after a civil war. Taiwan has been self-governing ever 

since and held its first democratic presidential election in 1996. 
 

Beijing refuses to formally acknowledge the government in Taiwan, which it considers a breakaway province, and 

previous negotiations on cross-strait relations have been conducted by quasi-official representatives rather than 

government officials. 
 

Wang Yu-chi, Taiwan’s minister of mainland affairs, called the meeting a “new chapter” in relations between the 

two sides and “truly a day for the record books,” according to wire service reports. However, Taiwan’s people 

remain firmly opposed to the idea of reunification with China, with about 80 percent supporting the status quo of de 

facto independence. 
 

China favors closer economic relations to Taiwan, and it is disappointed that improved trade and cultural ties have 

not changed the minds of ordinary Taiwanese people about reunification. Beijing is determined to keep up the 

pressure on the issue, with President Xi Jinping saying that the problem “cannot be passed down from generation to 

generation.” 
 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/china-taiwan-hold-first-direct-talks-since-1949-split/2014/02/11/beea8a92-

92f3-11e3-b3f7-f5107432ca45_story.html 
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Date Accessed: 12.2.2014 

(Divashri Mathur) 
 

China’s growth model: shift away from growth-first to 

sustainable development 
(Masahiro Okoshi, Nikkei, February 9, 2014) 

 

China has shifted away from a growth-oriented model of economic development to a model which emphasises 

sustainable development. The central government will focus on issues like “district's environmental policies, energy 

conservation efforts and debt level.” The shift comes from the revelation that concentrated focus on growth would 

drive the country to a situation of widening inequality and economic bubbles. 

 

According to official estimates, annual growth of 7.2% is the minimum required to create the 10 million new jobs 

per year. The aim of the Central government will be to maintain a growth rate of 7 percent, along with focus on 

parameters like “district's environmental policies, energy conservation efforts and debt level.” Most Chinese local 

government agencies have expected the country’s national growth rates will fall in 2014 to 2013 rates. The 

following figure give the growth rates targets set by various local authorities in China: 

 

 
 

This shift at the local level toward more realistic growth targets is attributable to President Xi Jinping's focus on 

more stable growth. Local government bodies have been debt-ridden due to reliance on the unregulated shadow 

banking system. 

 

http://asia.nikkei.com/Politics-Economy/Economy/China-tries-to-shift-away-from-growthfirst-model 

Date Accessed: 13.02.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 
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The Shadow of Afghanistan 
(Shyam Saran, Business Standard,  February 11, 2014) 

 

The author explains how the transition in Afghanistan will affect the India-Pakistan relationship in coming years. 

New Delhi might soon once again face the prospect of a renewed jihadi terror machine nesting in the ungoverned 

and ungovernable regions of Afghanistan depending on how smoothly their ongoing political transition takes place. 

These bases and sanctuaries across its borders will give Pakistan the deniability it had claimed in the pre-9/11 era in 

engaging in cross-border terrorism against India as an instrument of state policy. 

 

The chief beneficiary of any Taliban advance into Afghanistan, the author believes, would indisputably be Pakistan, 

where the Taliban's Quetta Shura has been based for the last several years, protected and nurtured by the Pakistan 

Army and the Inter-Services Intelligence. The Pakistanis claim they have learnt their lesson from their earlier 

misadventure in Afghanistan and are now committed to peace and stability in the country. The reality is that 

Pakistan sees 2014 as an opportunity to get back into a position of strategic advantage vis-a-vis India, which it 

considered itself to have lost since 9/11. That the situation today is different, that the risks to Pakistan are greater, is 

no deterrence. 

 

If the above analysis is valid, then India-Pakistan relations are in for a rough ride and we should not become 

complacent because of progress in trade and some other areas that seems likely in the near future. These ought to be 

pursued, because they do have a value in themselves; but we should be prepared for a phase of increased tensions in 

our relations thanks to the evolving situation in Afghanistan. In order to safeguard our interests, we may have to take 

measures in Afghanistan that would inevitably sharpen the differences between India and Pakistan. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/shyam-saran-the-shadow-of-afghanistan-114021101475_1.html 

Date Accessed: 12.02.2014 

(Gayatri Verma)  
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http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Cross-border
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Terrorism
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/shyam-saran-the-shadow-of-afghanistan-114021101475_1.html
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EAST AND SOUTH EAST ASIA 
 

India seeks to boost connectivity with Asean nations 
(Elizabeth Roche, Live Mint, January 31, 2014) 

  

A senior foreign ministry official has noted that connectivity between India and the South East Asian Economies 

will be a priority as the latter grouping looks to coalesce into and economic community by 2015 while India tries to 

deepen linkages with it. 

 

The idea of connectivity between India and countries of Southeast Asia is not new, Anil Wadhwa, secretary (east) in 

the ministry of external affairs said “It is today central to the Asean((Association of Southeast Asian Nations) )-

India partnership for progress and prosperity. Equally importantly, it is also of relevance to the maintenance of 

peace and security in the region,” he noted that “two major developments are lending even greater urgency to our 

(India-Asean) connectivity agenda. One is the Asean march towards an Asean community by 2015, which will 

consolidate a market of more than 600 million people and a combined GDP of $2.3 trillion.” 

  

“The second development is the consolidation of economic and commercial engagement between India and Asean 

through the FTA (free trade agreement) on trade in goods, which has been in place since 2009, and the FTA on 

services and investment which is expected to be signed in the coming months after Asean countries complete their 

internal processes for signature. This will integrate an economic space of 1.8 billion people and a GDP of over $3.7 

trillion,” he said. 

  

The article notes that “India is already pursuing a trilateral highway project with Myanmar and Thailand and another 

project to link Myanmar with India’s landlocked northeast. Other plans include a Delhi-Hanoi railway link running 

through Manipur and a sea corridor connecting Chennai with Dawei in Myanmar.” 

  

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/DEMRBfzxofc0YApHXzahSM/India-seeks-to-boost-connectivity-with-Asean-

nations.html 

Date Accessed: 04.02.2014 

(Ashwin Varghese) 
 

Current Trend in Labour Migration from India to GCC 

Countries in response to changes and developments in the 

Persian Gulf 
(Chitra.N, World Focus, January 2014) 

 

Over the years labour market conditions in the (Gulf Cooperation Council) GCC countries have deteriorated. 

Migration costs have increased, while wage rates and working and living conditions have fallen sharply. Migrant 

workers, many of whom are fully aware of the risks involved, are willing to pay a stiff premium to work in the GCC 

countries. They not only pay sizeable sums of money to often unscrupulous recruitment agencies but accept less-

than-ideal work and living conditions once at the destination. The pattern and trends of labour migration to GCC 

keeps changing depending up on the changes and developments taking place in the GCC as well as in India. But the 

author argues that during the distress condition, the Indians in GCC countries should be given proper assistance by 

the Indian Missions with the help of labour attaché in each country. The major sending state government should be 

equipped with reabsorbing and rehabilitating the return migrants and streamline them in to the local labour market 

or support with self employment schemes.  Migration policy of the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs should 

include the issues of labours belonging to ECR category. 

 

http://www.cnfworldfocus.org/index_files/409.htm 

Date Accessed: 05.02.2014 

(Neha Singh) 
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AFRICA 

UN and partners launch 3-year humanitarian plan to help 

Africa's Sahel region  
(FAO, February 03, 2014) 

 

The United Nations and humanitarian partners launched a three-year Regional Strategic Response Plan to provide 

aid to millions of people in nine countries in Africa's Sahel region. The plan seeks to mobilize an initial US$2 billion 

from international donors in 2014. Over twenty million people are currently at risk of food insecurity in the Sahel 

and 2.5 million of them need urgent lifesaving food assistance.  “An estimated 5 million children under five years of 

age will suffer from malnutrition in 2014, and some 1.5 million of them will face acute malnutrition. Violence and 

insecurity has forced 1.2 million people to flee their homes creating protracted internal displacement and a refugee 

crisis.” 

 

The strategy comprises country plans for Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Gambia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria 

and Senegal. It emphasizes strong partnerships with Governments and development partners, a regional perspective 

and multi-year time frame to better address the chronic causes of the crises. “The European Commission will give 

€142 million in humanitarian aid in 2014. More contributions from international donors are needed as soon as 

possible to meet the basic needs of the people in the Sahel.” 

 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/213272/icode 

Date Accessed: 04.02.2014 

(Amrutha Jose) 

 

The rising rate of suicides of Bhutanese Refugees in the U.S. 
 (T.P. Mishra, India Real Time, January 07, 2014) 

  

A report by the “Center for Disease Control and Prevention”, stated that the rate of suicides among Bhutanese 

refugees resettled in America was 20.3 per 100,000 people over a span of three years, covering a period of 2009 to 

2012. This rate exceeded the global suicide rate of 16.0 per 1, 00,000, according to figures from the World Health 

Organization. Intervention and support from the U.S. government is the need of the hour to address the problem. 

 

Thousands of Bhutanese were displaced as a result of ethnic cleansing policy adopted by Bhutan’s 

government under ‘one nation-one people’ policy in the late 1980s and early 1990s. According to the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, there were around 71,000 Bhutanese refugees living in the U.S. as of 

October 2013. Additionally, around 26,000 still live in refugee camps in Nepal. Over 13,000 are waiting to migrate 

from the camps to Western countries through the ongoing resettlement program. 

 

The report links the psychological pressures that are involved in the resettlement process to the high rate of suicides 

amongst refugees. “Once refugees are relocated, factors such as inability to find work, increased family conflict and 

symptoms of anxiety, depression and psychological distress” surface. 

 

Parangkush Subedi, a community volunteer in Philadelphia, highlights that there is little discussion about the 

“staggeringly high rate of suicides among this population”.  

 

http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2014/01/07/american-dream-becomes-nightmare-for-bhutanese-refugees/ 

 Date Accessed: 03.02.3014 

(Mahima Malik) 
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International poll ranks United States as “greatest threat to 

world peace” 
(Noam Chomsky, Truthout, January 04, 2014) 

 

The WIN/Gallup International poll has ranked United States as “the country that poses the greatest world 

threat to peace,” followed by Pakistan, Iran and China. Analysis of poverty by the U.N. Economic Commission 

for Latin America and the Caribbean stated that countries like Brazil, Uruguay, Venezuela and some other countries 

where U.S. influence is slight are much prosperous than countries like Guatemala and Honduras. The writer 

highlights that United States used “public diplomacy” and “historical engineering” (reshaping the facts of history to 

serve the needs of power) in order to emerge as a super power.  

 

While the poll results vary across countries, many countries in the Middle East regard the U.S. and its close ally 

Israel as the major threats they face.  

 

The writer also highlights that Mexico has perished under the North American Free Trade Agreement which has not 

achieved its objective of lowering poverty in the country.  
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