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Economic Freedom in Action:  India and the World 
 
For a long time, the main economic interest of politicians and scientists has been to focus on the determinants of growth and income as 

a means of providing guidelines for the policymaking process. The natural standard question that occupied national and international 

debates has been, “What are the factors that lead to higher Gross Domestic Product and hence higher social well being?” 

 

However, improved material well-being in industrialized societies has changed people’s attitudes towards income, and more weight 

has recently been ascribed to the non-monetary aspects of the economic and social order. Questions that are complex, but important 

have become the centre of public policy decision making.  

“Is economic freedom good or bad for the environment? How important are cultural and historical factors as sources of 

growth and development? What political institutions are most consistent with economic freedom, growth, and prosperity?” are 

the questions that find more relevance today. 

 

There has been an expanding view that GDP, considered in isolation of other social indicators, is imperfect and perhaps even a 

misleading measure of welfare. Therefore, recent research suggests that the general quality of institutions is one of the most important 

factors for long-term growth and economic development. Additionally, empirical studies have provided overwhelming evidence that 

“economic freedom” and deregulation of markets have a positive impact on growth and income.  

 

Interlink age between Economic Freedom and Human Progress 
 
Economic freedom or economic liberty is defined as the freedom to choose how to produce, sell, and use your own resources, while 

respecting others’ rights to do the same. 

In recent years, numerous scholarly studies have analyzed these relationships in detail and have found that countries with higher 

and improving economic freedom grow more rapidly and achieve higher levels of per-capita GDP. 

 

Observations reflect that variables that influence economic freedom may also influence political factors like trust, honesty in 

government, and protection of civil liberties. However further analysis suggest the absence of a direct causal relation between 

economic freedom and mentioned factors. But the report reveals that there is a major difference between the nature of market-oriented 

economies and those dominated by government regulation and planning. 

 

The report analyses country wise data collected for economic index and establishes the following four pointers that define the linkage 

between economic freedom index and social / political indicators: 

 

 

 

 

 

•Life expectancy is longer in countries with 
the most economic freedom than in 
countries with the least.  

1. Economic Freedom 
and Life Expectancy  

•The study reflects that Greater economic 
freedom is associated with more political 
rights and civil liberties. 

2. Economic Freedom 
and Political Rights 
and Civil Liberties 

•The amount of income (as opposed to the 
share) earned by the poorest % of the 
population is much higher in countries with 
higher economic freedom.  

3. Economic Freedom 
and the Income Earned 

by the Poorest (%) 
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Economic Freedom  Index  
The Economic Freedom Index of the World (EFW index), compiled by Fraser 

Institute, measures the degree to which the policies and institutions of countries 

are supportive of economic freedom. 

 

 

The cornerstones of economic freedom are personal choice, voluntary exchange, freedom to compete, and security of privately 

owned property. The index measures the degree of economic freedom present in five major areas: 

 

1 Size of Government; 

2 Legal System and Property Rights; 

3. Sound Money; 

4 Freedom to Trade Internationally; 

5 Regulation 

 

The ratings for the year 2011 are the latest comprehensive data for judging the economic freedom of 152 countries. Under these five 

broad areas, there are 24 components in the index. The countries are rated on a scale of 0- 10, a score of 10 representing the most 

economically free nation.  
 

Highlights from the Economic Freedom Ratings for 

2011 Report 
 

India ranks 111
th

 in the list of 152 countries. 

 

Hong Kong and Singapore, occupy the top two positions.  

 

The rankings of some other major countries are the United 

Kingdom (12th), United States (17th), Germany (19th), Japan 

(33rd), Korea (33rd), France (40th), Italy (83rd), Mexico (94th), 

Russia (101st), Brazil (102nd), India (111th), and China (123rd).  

 

Eight of the countries in the bottom ten are located in Africa. 

 

 

 

 

Source: Fraser Institute 

              

Promoting Economic Freedom in Indian States  
 

“Economic Freedom of the States of India report (2012)” demonstrates the significant differences in economic governance that 

exist in India. Economic Freedom of the States of India (EFSI) 2012 index is based on the Fraser Institute’s “Economic Freedom of 

the World” report. Therefore it has focused on state-level reforms to improve inclusive economic growth. The index also shows the 

direct correlation between economic freedom and the well-being of citizens.  

 

The Indian index ranks 20 states of India. Given Indian conditions and the sharing of responsibilities between the states and the central 

government, the Indian economic freedom index is based on three parameters which are: 

 

• Size of government: expenditures, taxes and enterprises. 

• Legal structure and security of property rights. 

• Regulation of labour and business. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economic Freedom Ratings for 2011 
 Rank       Top 10                                                     Rank           Worst 10 

1 Hong kong 143 Algeria  

2 Singapore 144 Dem.Rep. of  Congo  

 3 Newszealnd 145 Burundi 

4 switezerland 146 Central African 

republic 

5 UAE 147 Angola 

6 Mauritius 148 Chad 

7 Finland 149 Zimbabwe  

8 Bahrain  150 Republic of  Congo  

9 Canada  151 Myanmar 

10 Australia  152 Venezuela  

South Asia 

 92 Sri Lanka  113 Pakistan 

112 India 114 Bangladesh 



 

 

5 

COVER STORY 

The Details of the Three Parameters that Form the Basis for the Economic Freedom Index in India are as 

follows: 

 
 

How do Indian states fare in economic freedom 

index? 
 

The top state in India in economic freedom in 2011 was 

Gujarat.  

 

Uttarakhand has shown major improvement- it has moved up 

from 19th to 14th position. 

 

Madhya Pradesh records for the best improvement in economic 

freedom. Acceleration in Madhya Pradesh’s Gross Domestic 

Product is considered to be responsible for the good 

performance of the state in promoting economic freedom. 

 

Chhattisgarh has performed well in terms of imparting 

economic freedom despite internal disturbances.  

 

The bottom three states in 2011 were Bihar, Jharkhand and 

West Bengal. Jharkhand recorded for the biggest decline in 

economic freedom.  

 

Among the states, Maharashtra has the best labour regulation, 

followed by Karnataka and Punjab. The worst states are West 

Bengal, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh and Assam. 

 

 

 

 

• Government revenue expenditure as a share of gross state domestic 
product (GSDP) 

• Administrative GSDP as a ratio of total GSDP 

• Share of government in organised employment 

• State level taxes on income as a ratio of GDP 

• Ratio of state level taxes on property and capital transactions to state 
GDP 

• State level taxes on  commodities and services to GDP 

• Stamp duty rate 

Size of Government: 
Expenditures, Taxes and 

Enterprises 

 

• Ratio of total value of property recovered to total value of property 
stolen 

• violent crimes as a share of total crimes 

• cases under economic offences as a share of total cases registered 

• vacant posts of judges in the judiciary as a ratio of total sanctioned 
posts of  

• cases where investigations were completed by police 

• Percentage cases where trials were completed by courts 

Legal Structure and 
Security of Property 

Rights 

• Ratio of average wage of unskilled workers (males) to minimum 
wages 

• Ratio of average wage of unskilled workers (females) to minimum 
wages 

• man-days lost in strikes and lockouts/total number of industrial 
workers 

• Implementation rate of industrial entrepreneur’s memorandum (IEM) 

• Minimum license fee for traders 

• Power shortage as a percentage of total demand 

• Dependency rate of cases registered under corruption and related acts 

Regulation of Labour and 
Business 

 

The Overall Economic Freedom Rating, 2011 of Indian States: 

 

State Rank (2005) Rank 

(2009) 

Rank (2011) 

Gujarat  5 2 1 

Tamil Nadu  1 1 2 

Madhya Pradesh 2 6 3 

Haryana  4 4 4 

Himachal 

Pradesh 

3 5 5 

Andhra Pradesh 7 3 6 

Jammu & 

Kashmir 

15 8 7 

Rajasthan 12 7 8 

Karnataka  13 13 9 

Kerala 10 10 10 

Chhattisgarh 16 15 11 

Punjab 6 12 12 

Maharashtra  9 10 13 

Uttaranchal 17 19 14 

Assam 19 18 15 

Uttar Pradesh 14 13 16 

Orissa 11 17 17 

West Bengal 18 15 18 

Jharkhand  8 8 19 

Bihar  20 20 20 
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Source: Economic Freedom Index of States, India, 2012 

 

“The perplexing trend”: Decline of Economic Freedom in Punjab 

But Rising  Economic Freedom in Ludhiana 

 
Once among the most prosperous and fast-growing states, Punjab has performed poorly in economic index in 2011. The state has 

dropped in economic freedom rankings from 6th position in 2005 to 12th position in 2011. The main reason cited for the decline 

in economic freedom is Punjab’s high fiscal deficits and public debt- both rising substantially.  Schemes like free rural electricity 

given to woo farmers’ votes and money laundering have driven land prices so high as to inhibit industrial investment.  

 

However, there is one clear silver lining. At the local level, Punjab’s cities have created a relatively good business climate. 

Ludhiana city was ranked the best city in India in ease of doing business by the Doing Business series of the IFC/World Bank. 

The state’s shift from government monopolies to public-private partnerships (PPPs) has facilitated increased investment in power, 

roads, education and health. 

 

Can Agriculture be Unshackled from Government Controls? 
 
Agriculture is the country’s largest private sector enterprise employing more than half the workforce and contributing about 14 per 

cent to overall GDP of the country. However, lack of freedom hurts Indian agriculture and keeps the farmers disempowered. 

Considering the importance of agriculture for the economy and its people, the Report includes a special section which points 

out the status and the need to introduce freedom in Indian agriculture.  

 

Lately, state controls and over regulation have caused major disturbance in the agriculture sector- like production and marketing of 

sugar subject to extensive central and state controls, production and pricing of by-products (molasses, electricity, ethanol, and 

chemicals) subject to multiple controls, land and water also subject to many restrictions and controls.  

 

According to official surveys of the National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO), informal tenancy exists on 7 per cent of 

agricultural land. The informal tenants find it difficult to get institutional credit as they have no land records to prove they are farmers. 

In states like Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Bihar, tenant-farmers find it hard to sell their produce to government agencies, as 

they ask for land records. So, they are forced to sell to millers and traders at distress prices.  

 

What changes in policy agenda will promote efficiency and inclusive growth in Indian agriculture?  
 

 First, agriculture ought to be freed from domestic controls to a feasible extent.  

 Abolish of controls such as government levies and movement restrictions across states, and stocking limits with traders and 

millers will create greater competition, efficiency and growth. 

 Land lease markets needs to be officially freed. Government must revise tenancy norms, towards permanent tenancy, to 

induce agglomeration of small uneconomic holdings into larger economic ones. The pricing of water and power needs to be 

rationalized. 

 Institutional reforms can help cut costs of generation and distribution of power and water by public utilities. 

   
Individuals have economic freedom when property they acquire without the use of force, fraud, or theft is protected from physical 

invasions by others and they are free to use, exchange, or give their property as long as their actions do not violate the identical rights 

of others. It is a necessary condition for democratic development. It liberates people from dependence on government in a planned 

economy, and allows them to make their own economic and political choices. 
 

In this view, state intervention is often equated with implementation of laws on industrial relations, but this is an oversimplification. 

As India opens its national markets to international investment and commodity flows, it cannot afford to constrain or limit its 

purview and provide its own entrepreneurs an environment to tap great opportunities that lie ahead. For this, economic 

freedom needs to be improved at the national, state and local levels. 

 

By- Mahima Malik 

Junty Sharma Pathak 

 

References: 
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http://www.freetheworld.com/2013/EFW2013-complete.pdf
http://www.cato.org/economic-freedom-india/Economic-Freedom-States-of-India-2012.pdf
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Harish Rawat 

stresses 

implementation of 

National Water 

Mission objectives 
(Press Information Bureau, 

December 23, 2013) 

  

Union Water Resources Minister Shri 

Harish Rawat has “solicited 

cooperation of State Governments and 

Union Territory Administrations in his 

ministry’s efforts to promote 

integrated Water Resources, 

conservation, management and 

development as mandated in the 

Objectives of National Water Mission 

(NWM).” 

  

The minister wrote to all State Chief 

Ministers and UT Administrations and 

“has requested them to consider 

establishing a State Water Mission 

under the Chief 

Secretary/Development Commissioner 

of their respective State for the 

successful implementation of NWM 

objectives and to consider aligning the 

programmes and schemes of their state 

in the water sector with the objectives 

of NWM.” 

  

National Water Mission (NWM) is 

being set up as a part of the National 

Action Plan on Climate Change 

(NAPCC) formulated by the Prime 

Minster’s Council on Climate Change. 

The Minister has stated that the 

objective of NWM is “Conservation of 

Water, minimizing wastage and 

ensuring its more equitable 

distribution both across and within 

States through integrated water 

resources development and 

management”. 

  

“Shri Rawat said achieving the goals 

of National Water Mission involves a 

co-ordinated multi-disciplinary 

approach involving several key 

departments of the state government, 

viz, Goal No.4 of NWM which 

pertains to increasing water use 

efficiency by 20% needs to be 

achieved across sectors like 

Agriculture, Industry, Drinking Water 

(both Rural & Urban).” 

  

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?

relid=102120 

Date Accessed: 24.12.2013 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

Sugar mills to get 

interest-free loans 
(ZeeNews, December 26, 2013) 

 

“Cabinet Committee on Economic 

Affairs (CCEA) has approved 

modalities for the beleaguered sugar 

industry to avail interest-free loans to 

the tune of Rs 6,600 crore from banks 

for effecting timely payment to cane 

growers. The entire interest burden on 

a loan of about Rs 6,600 crore, 

estimated at Rs 2,750 crore over the 

next five years, will be borne by the 

government from the Sugar 

Development Fund (SDF). 

 

Loans will be given to sugar mills, 

which have been functional during the 

2013-14 season (October-September). 

Sugar mills with loans classified as 

Non Performing Assets (NPA) by the 

banks will also be eligible for the 

credit provided the concerned state 

governments give guarantee for their 

new loans. All loans which are 

sanctioned by June 30, 2014 and 

disbursed by September 30, 2014 by 

the lending banks, pursuant to this 

notification, would also be covered 

under interest subvention facility. 

 

The lending will be subject to various 

norms relating to scrutiny, future cash 

flows of five years, establishing the 

viability and debt servicing capacity 

and conduct of loan including the 

restructuring guidelines as notified by 

RBI for sugar industry from time to 

time. The loans will be backed by 

security and collateral of the 

concerned sugar industry availing it, 

including personal guarantees and 

other assets of promoters which are 

free from encumbrances, to be decided 

by the individual banks. 

 

The loan would be disbursed through 

a separate bank account to ensure the 

utilisation of money is monitored. 

The Finance Ministry will issue 

necessary instructions to banks to 

operationalise the lending process, 

including appointment of nodal bank 

for the purpose.  As per the guidelines 

approved by the CCEA, the loans will 

be provided by banks to sugar mills 

exclusively for making payments to 

sugarcane farmers, including arrears. 

Mills have to repay the loans in five 

years and can avail of a moratorium 

on repayment for the first two years. 

The Committee has decided that no 

interest subvention is to be provided 

for the period of default in the 

principal repayments. 

 

The Rs 80,000-crore sugar industry 

has been facing a cash crunch due to 

higher cost of production and lower 

selling prices in the wake of surplus 

output over the past few years. 

Providing interest-free loans to sugar 

mills was one of the recommendations 

of the informal group of ministers, 

which was set up by the Prime 

Minister under the chairmanship of 

Agriculture Minister Sharad Pawar to 

address the industry's cash crunch.  

Other recommendations that are yet to 

be considered include the recasting of 

loans taken by mills, sops to produce 4 

million tonnes of raw sugar, setting up 

a buffer stock and doubling of ethanol 

blending in petrol to 10 percent.” 

 

http://zeenews.india.com/business/ne

ws/companies/ccea-okays-norms-for-

sugar-mills-to-get-interest-free-

loans_91414.html 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja 

 

Delhi worst hit by 

drinking water 

shortage: Survey 
(The Economic Times, December 25, 

2013) 

 

National Sample Survey Organisation 

(NSSO) has revealed that there is an 

acute shortage of drinking water in 

Delhi and the rural households in 

Delhi are the worst affected. 

According to NSSO survey, only 

15.6% of Delhi's urban households 

and 29.7% of its rural ones don't get 

sufficient drinking water throughout 
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the year. Amongst the 27 states and 

six Union territories surveyed in 

NSSO, Uttar Pradesh recorded the 

best performance in terms of 

providing sufficient access to safe 

drinking water. 

 

The data reveals that households’ 

access to safe drinking water has 

actually declined in the country. The 

all-India average deteriorated from 

91.1% in urban areas in 2008-09 to 

89.6% in 2012 and 86.2% to 85.8% in 

rural areas. 

 

NSSO reveals that neighbouring states 

fared better than Delhi in terms of 

sufficient drinking water availability. 

Uttar Pradesh recorded the best 

performance; with 96.6% of urban 

households and 97.1% of rural ones 

having sufficient drinking water 

throughout the year. In Haryana, 

91.3% of urban households and 95.8% 

of rural ones had sufficient drinking 

water throughout the year. The survey 

reveals that only 49% of West 

Bengal's urban households and 30% of 

rural households had drinking water 

facilities on the premises. Gujarat has 

96% of rural households with access 

to electricity against 93% in 

Maharashtra. 

 

“At an all-India level, a member of a 

typical urban household, on average, 

took 15 minutes to fetch drinking 

water from outside the premises. 

Among the rural areas in bigger states, 

Jharkhand was the state where this 

took the longest (40 minutes) and 

Assam the shortest (10 minutes). As 

for urban areas in bigger states, the 

longest this took was again in 

Jharkhand (40 minutes) and the 

shortest in Delhi (6 minutes).” 

 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatim

es.com/2013-12-

25/news/45561586_1_rural-

households-water-shortage-aam-

aadmi-party 

Date Accessed: 25.12.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 
 

 

 

 

India on verge of 

becoming global 

solar power 
(Palash Ghosh, International 

Business Times, December 12, 2013) 
 

India is on the brink of becoming a 

global solar power, according to a 

report just published by the World 

Bank. Under the government’s 

Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar 

Mission Phase-1 (JNNSM), which was 

initiated in January 2010 to promote 

sustainable growth, broadly expand 

solar power, and deal with the effects 

of climate change, India’s installed 

capacity of solar power has already 

jumped from about 30 megawatts to 

more than 2,000 MW. The World 

Bank noted that JNNSM has also 

helped bring down the cost of solar 

power to competitive levels – down to 

about $0.12 per kilowatt-hour for solar 

photovoltaic, and to $0.21 per kWh 

for concentrated solar power, thereby 

making India one of the world’s 

lowest-cost destinations for grid-

connected solar power. “In a short 

span of three years, India has made 

impressive strides in developing its 

abundant solar power potential. With 

more than 300 million people without 

access to energy and industry citing 

energy shortage as key growth barrier 

in India, solar power has the potential 

to help the country address the 

shortage of power for economic 

growth.” Indeed, the solar park in 

Charanka in Gujarat is already the 

largest such facility in all of Asia. Of 

equal importance, the bank said, 

expansion of solar power would 

reduce India’s over-dependence on 

imports of coal and diesel for power 

generation, cut greenhouse gas 

emissions and also upgrade the 

nation’s energy security. The bank 

report also highlighted two special 

features of India’s solar program – the 

bundling of solar power with 

unallocated thermal generation and the 

introduction of “reverse auctioning.” 

The “bundling” of solar power with 

cheaper forms of conventional energy 

sources had cut solar power tariffs for 

distribution centres. The “reverse 

auction” process has allowed qualified 

bidders to enjoy the benefits of falling 

global prices of solar components. 

 

http://www.ibtimes.com/here-comes-

sun-india-verge-becoming-global-

solar-power-1506826 

Date Accessed: 23.12.2013 

(Anjana John) 
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Interest-free loans 

to sugar mills get 

CCEA approval 
(Indian Express, December 27, 2013) 
 

This article elaborates upon the 

decision of the Cabinet Committee on 

Economic Affairs (CCEA) to allow 

the sugar industry to raise interest-free 

loans from banks. The CCEA on 

December 26, 2013 cleared the 

modalities for the sector to avail loans 

up to Rs 6,600 crore for effecting 

timely payment to cane growers. 

  

The loans would be equivalent to the 

excise duty, cess and surcharge on 

sugar paid by the mills in the past 

three years. 

“The total interest burden on a loan of 

about Rs 6,600 crore, estimated at 

about Rs 2,700 crore over the next 

five years, is to be borne by the 

government from the Sugar 

Development Fund (SDF), food 

minister KV Thomas said. The loan 

would be disbursed through a separate 

bank account to ensure the utilisation 

of money is monitored. 

 

The loans would be extended to sugar 

mills, which have been functional 

during the 2013-14 season (October-

September). Sugar mills with loans 

classified as Non Performing Assets 

(NPA) by the banks will also be 

eligible for the credit provided the 

concerned state governments give 

guarantee for their new loans”. 

 

The loans are expected to address the 

cash crunch that the sugar industry has 

been facing on account of surplus 

output over the past few years.  

 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/i

nterestfree-loans-to-sugar-mills-get-

ccea-approval/1212233/0 

Date Accessed: 30.12.2013 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

Reserve Bank plans 

to test-market 

plastic currency this 

year 
(Ritesh Mehta, DNA, January 3, 

2014) 

“The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is 

mulling over the introduction of 

plastic currency to resolve the issue of 

wear and tear of paper notes. Plastic 

notes will increase the life of a note. 

RBI is planning a pilot project of Rs 

10 notes and will print such notes 

worth Rs 100 crore.  It has completed 

the process of issuing tenders for this 

purpose.   

 

Cities like Shimla, Bhubaneswar, 

Mysore, Kochi, and Jaipur are 

shortlisted for floating these plastic 

currencies due to varied climatic 

conditions. Currently 11 lakh crore 

notes are circulating in the market. 

Currently plastic currency is being 

used in 22 countries.  The concept was 

innovated by Reserve Bank of 

Australia and in December, Bank of 

England announced it would begin 

producing £5 polymer notes with a 

picture of Winston Churchill in 2016 

and £10 polymer banknotes with a 

picture of Jane Austen a year later.  

 

Experts say that benefits of using 

plastic notes are many. First and 

foremost that it’s very difficult to 

copy. Also detection of such notes is 

very easy. The durability of plastic 

notes is 4 times more than that of 

paper notes. Average durability of 

paper notes is of one year. Another 

benefit of such notes is that they are 

eco-friendly and can be recycled for 

re-issue.  The only disadvantage 

seems to the cost of printing, which is 

twice that of paper notes. Also, it is 

unknown whether plastic money will 

be able to survive in different climatic 

condition; will it be able to carry on in 

varying temperatures or not?” 

 

http://www.dnaindia.com/money/repo

rt-reserve-bank-plans-to-test-market-

plastic-currency-this-year-1944478 

Date Accessed: 3.1.2014 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

 

Give export credit 

priority sector 

status again: Study 
(Exim News Service, December 30, 

2013) 

 

A UK government-backed study titled 

‘Re-prioritising priority sector lending 

in India’ has stated that export credit 

can be revitalised if it is reinstated as a 

separate priority sector category for 

banks. 

 

Following are the highlights of the 

study: 

 

● Re-prioritising will lead to the 

export sector getting more loans 

from foreign banks operating in 

India, which would have a 

positive impact on the country’s 

exports and GDP. 

 

● While priority sector lending has 

played a crucial role in 

stimulating exports, credit supply 

to exporters needs to be increased 

further. 

 

● Foreign banks with more than 20 

branches are not required to lend 

to the export sector as per the 

revisions made in 2012 to the 

guidelines for priority sector 

lending 

 

● Estimates indicate that a 1 per 

cent fall in priority sector lending 

to the export sector will result in a 

0.76 per cent loss to the GDP. 

"India is facing a rising current 

account deficit and an export-led 

growth strategy could help it 

reverse the trend; reducing credit 

available to the export sector will 

only thwart the solution," 

 

● India should seriously consider 

including infrastructure, energy 

(especially renewable energy), 

healthcare, water supply and 

agriculture research and 

development as priority sectors.  

 

● Loans to the "long-gestation" 

energy sector might turn into 
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productive assets for banks after 

three to four years and would be 

cheaper to service because of 

lower transaction and customer 

acquisition costs. 

 

● Likewise, sectors such as 

infrastructure and healthcare are 

very important for development 

of rural infrastructure, growth in 

the agricultural sector and, 

ultimately, competitiveness of the 

Indian economy. 

 

The study concludes that, the move of 

banks directing credit towards 

agriculture rather than exports dried 

up export credit to export-oriented 

sectors, thereby affecting exports and 

GDP. 

 

http://www.eximin.net/NewsDetails.as

px?name=74410 

Date Accessed: 31.12.2013 

(Shruti Issar) 
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DEVELOPMENT 

Chhattisgarh’s 400 

forest villages to be 

converted to 

revenue villages 
(Business Standard, December 31, 

2013) 

 

With a view to create better 

infrastructure, Chhattisgarh 

government has started the process to 

convert 400 forest villages across the 

state into revenue villages. 

 

Inhabitants of forest villages are 

deprived of basic amenities and 

facilities which are usually available 

to residents of a revenue village. With 

the conversion into revenue villages, 

farmers, staying in the forest villages, 

will be able to avail the loan facility 

for purchasing fertilisers, seeds, etc. 

Moreover, they will also continue to 

get benefits of schemes of the forest 

department. 

 

http://www.business-

standard.com/article/economy-

policy/chhattisgarh-s-400-settlements-

to-be-revenue-villages-

113123101078_1.html 

Date Accessed: 01.01.2014 

(Deepti Somani)  
 

Indian Leather 

Development 

Programme for 12
th

 

Plan 
(Press Club of India, January 2, 

2014) 

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic 

Affairs has approved the Central 

Sector Scheme Indian Leather 

Development Programme (ILDP) for 

implementation during the 12th Plan 

period aiming at overall development 

of the leather sector. 

 

Six sub-schemes namely Integrated 

Development of Leather Sector 

(IDLS), Human Resource 

Development (HRD), Support to 

Artisan (STA), Leather Technology 

Innovation and Environmental Issues 

(erstwhile Upgradation/lnstallation of 

Infrastructure for Environmental 

Protection), Mega Leather Cluster and 

Establishment of Institutional 

Institutes are being proposed for 

continuation from the 11thPlan period 

for implementation under the ILDP 

during the 12th Plan period with the 

total outlay of Rs.990.36 crore. 

 

Around two lakh unemployed persons 

would be provided placement linked 

skill development training under the 

HRD sub-scheme.  Skill upgradation 

of existing employees and training to 

trainers would also be provided. 

Thirty thousand artisans would be 

covered through the common 

facilitating centre support, marketing 

linkages, micro finance and by 

forming Self Help Group for 

enhancing their skill and income. It 

also envisages infrastructure support 

in the form of mega leather clusters, 

establishing infrastructure and pilot 

projects for environment protection, 

establishment of two new branches of 

Footwear Design and Development 

Institute (FDDI) and providing 

assistance for modernization and 

technology upgradation of leather 

units. 

 

Implementation of ILDP would 

provide trained manpower to the 

industry and assistance to overcome 

the constraints of infrastructure in the 

industry besides efforts for addressing 

environmental concerns. The objective 

of the scheme is overall development 

of the leather sector. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?

relid=102272 

Date Accessed: 03.01.2014 

(Neha Singh) 

 

 

 

 

 

Tripura to set up a 

criminal tracking 

system 
(The Assam Tribune, December 31, 

2013) 

 

The Tripura govt. is planning to set up 

a Crime and Criminal Tracking 

Network System (CCTNS) as part of a 

nation-wide scheme to track criminals. 

The CCTNS project is an advanced 

software application which would 

empower police organisations and 

help policing at the e-governance 

level. 

 

CCTNS would create a national data 

bank of crime cases and criminals and 

their biometric profiles. This database 

will be synchronized with databases of 

other agencies of the criminal justice 

system, like courts, jails, immigration 

services centres, passport authorities, 

forensic labs, transport department and 

mobile companies in a phased manner. 

 

According to an official document, the 

Central government has approved the 

Rs 2,000-crore project to connect a 

network of 14,000 police stations and 

6,000 supervisory and related offices 

across the country under CCTNS. The 

new system is expected to increase the 

overall image of efficient, modern and 

citizen friendly policing. 

 

http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/

detailsnew.asp?id=jan0114/oth07 

Date Accessed: 01.01.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

 

GOVERNMENT 

Government firms 

up formula to 

kickstart halted 

road projects 
(Exim News Service, December 30, 

2013) 

 

Union government has firmed up a 

formula in a bid to kickstart road 

projects in recent years. The 
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 government had awarded 53 highway 

projects with total length of 6,415 km. 

The majority of these projects were 

stuck or financially stressed. 

Developers secured these projects 

based on the premium they offered to 

pay the National Highways Authority 

of India (NHAI) for the right to 

design, build, operate and collect tolls. 

 

Out of all the projects, the biggest 

project stuck midway was the 556-km 

Kishangarh-Udaipur-Ahmedabad 

stretch with a project cost of Rs 5,387 

crore, and the smallest was the 58-km 

Anandapuram-Vizag-Analapalli 

stretch having a project cost of Rs 839 

crore. 

 

According to the Highways Ministry, 

the government might give developers 

the option to pay 25 per cent of their 

original premium outgo for the first 

three years and 50 per cent in the 

following years, subject to discharge 

of the entire postponed obligations 

three years before the concession 

period of 20-30 years ends. 

 

http://www.eximin.net/NewsDetails.as

px?name=74412 

Date Accessed: 31.12.2013 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

Govt. makes ‘date 

rape’ drug harder 

to buy or sell 
(Times of India, December 30, 2013) 

 

Ketamine, notorious for its use as a 

date rape drug, has finally been 

included in the stringent schedule X of 

the Drug and Cosmetics Act to curb its 

easy availability. This new move will 

deter chemists from blatantly selling it 

without proper prescription from 

registered medical practitioners. 

  

Due to easy availability and 

affordability, this hallucinogen drug 

has been misused for sexual assault 

cases all over the world. In India, 

though details of its abuse are scarce, 

de-addiction centres teeming with 

victims—mostly teenagers—indicate 

the problem is severe here too. 

 

Ketamine was included in the list of 

psychotropic substances under the 

National Drugs and Psychotropic 

Substances Act, 1985, as recently as 

2011. Its shift now to the stringent 

schedule X is expected to deter 

chemists and wholesalers from selling 

it over the counter. The Union health 

ministry communicated the decision 

on the shift to all state FDAs recently. 

As per the new amendment, chemists 

wanting to sell the drug will have to 

seek special licence from the FDA and 

maintain detailed records, including 

contact details of buyers, for two 

years. 

 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.

com/2013-12-

30/india/45708205_1_ketamine-

worth-chemists-state-fdas 

Date Accessed: 01.01.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

States push to 

tweak govt. scheme 

norms 
(Kirthi V Rao, LiveMint, December 

31, 2013) 

 

Twenty-two states have proposed 

changes to the guidelines for centrally 

sponsored development schemes after 

the cabinet approved a proposal to 

allow state-specific guidelines aimed 

at improving implementation of such 

welfare programmes. 

 

The states have asked for, among 

other things, more decentralized 

decision-making and changes to the 

components that are implementable 

within a scheme. The modifications, if 

accepted by an inter-ministerial 

committee set up to approve them, 

will apply to schemes including rural 

jobs, rural roads and the urban 

governance reforms mission from the 

next fiscal year. 

 

Centrally sponsored schemes often 

relate to state and local governance 

subjects or those on the concurrent list 

that are to be implemented by states, 

such as the National Health Mission, 

the rural roads scheme Pradhan Mantri 

Gram Sadak Yojana, the urban 

reforms scheme Jawaharlal Nehru 

National Urban Renewal Mission and 

the farming sector Rashtriya Krishi 

Vikas Yojana. 

 

In 2012, many states asked for more 

“block assistance” that would help 

meet local priorities rather than funds 

that are tied to rigid guidelines—as 

under centrally sponsored schemes. In 

June 2013, the cabinet had approved a 

proposal to introduce flexibility in the 

way centrally sponsored schemes are 

implemented, while reducing the 

number of centrally sponsored 

schemes to 66 based on the 

recommendations of the Chaturvedi 

Committee. 

 

The committee also suggested two 

ways to provide greater flexibility to 

states implementing centrally 

sponsored schemes: One, as long as 

the implementing agencies meet the 

broad objectives of a scheme, they 

will have 10% of the centre’s 

allocation or “flexi funds” for use as 

required without necessarily meeting 

all the scheme’s guidelines. Second, 

the central government’s sponsored 

schemes guidelines could be amended 

to reflect a state’s constraints or 

innovations. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/zU8

NSZyI9pEWDVqUjoszTN/States-

push-to-tweak-govt-scheme-

norms.html 

Date Accessed: 01.01.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 
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SOCIAL AND 

ECONOMIC 

EXCLUSION 

Drinking water 

beyond rural 

India's reach: 

NSSO 
 (Somesh Jha, Business Standard, 

December 28, 2013) 

 
This article highlights the findings of a 

recent National Sample Survey Office 

(NSSO) study, according to which 

safe drinking water is not within the 

reach of half the country’s rural 

households. 

 

According to the NSSO study, 54 per 

cent of rural households had no supply 

of drinking water at their homes in 

2012. This was, however, a slight 

improvement compared to 2008-09 

when 60 per cent did not have such 

amenities. The report was based on the 

69th round of surveys, which covered 

a period of July-December, 2012 

compared to the previous report based 

on the 65th round covering July 2008 

to June 2009. 

 

According to survey findings, in 15 of 

28 states, less than half of the 

households in villages had a water 

supply. As a result, large number of 

people in Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, 

Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Odisha 

and West Bengal had to walk at least 

half a kilometer to get drinking water. 

 

Amitabh Kundu, chairperson of the 

working group of the latest report, said 

the percentage of households who had 

to travel between 0.2 to 0.5 km to 

fetch potable water did not go down in 

rural areas and in urban areas it went 

up between the two surveys. 

 

The findings indicate the need for a 

“paradigm shift in water management 

in India” according to Mihir Shah, a 

member of the Planning Commission. 

 

http://www.business-

standard.com/article/economy-

policy/drinking-water-beyond-rural-

india-s-reach-nsso-

113122700792_1.html 

Date Accessed: 30.12.2013 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

EDUCATION 

Govt. mulls $3 

billion for Muslim 

education 
(PTI, December 29, 2013) 

 

The Centre will soon announce a 

special fund to the tune of US$ 3 

billion for uplift of the Muslim people 

by providing infrastructure, mainly for 

education. 

 

 Minority Affairs Minister K Rahman 

Khan said, “We are working on to 

create a fund of US$ 2-3 billion, 

which will be around Rs 10,000-

15,000 crore. Even if only one per 

cent of Indian Muslims donate, we 

will be able to generate this amount... 

Muslim people in India have the 

resources but only need the 

mechanism to generate and manage 

the fund.” 

  

He further said the government is 

taking all necessary steps to improve 

the conditions of the Muslims. 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatim

es.com/2013-12-

29/news/45674933_1_indian-

muslims-infrastructure-khan 

Date Accessed: 01.01.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

HEALTH 

India’s maternal 

mortality rate falls, 

but still a long way 

to go 
(Nikita Mehta, LiveMint, December 

28, 2013) 

 

According to the latest data released 

by the Registrar General of India, 

pregnancy-related and infant deaths in 

the country have declined significantly 

from a few years earlier, but experts 

say there’s not much to cheer in the 

numbers given that India still lags 

behind developed nations and even its 

poorer neighbours. 

 

India’s maternal mortality rate 

(MMR), or the rate of deaths among 

women during or after pregnancy, 

declined by 16% in 2011-12 from 

2007-09. Although the MMR dropped 

from 212 deaths per 100,000 live 

births in 2007-09 to 178 in 2010-12, 

India is behind the target of 103 deaths 

per live births to be achieved by 2015 

under the United Nations-mandated 

Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs). 

Infant mortality declined marginally to 

42 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2012 

from 44 deaths in 2011. Further, one 

in every 24 infants at the national 

level, one in every 22 infants in rural 

areas, and one in every 36 infants in 

urban areas still die within one year of 

life. 

 

Experts have stated that there is not 

much to celebrate with the decline in 

maternal mortality as we are still far 

behind developed countries and even 

developing countries like Nepal and 

Bangladesh. Further, government 

mandate to institutionalize (child) 
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 deliveries will have marginal results 

till problems like early marriage of 

girls, nutrition of women and gender 

equity are not looked at. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/3uK

62sim31WSgbyB5Bw4AP/Indias-

maternal-mortality-rate-falls-but-still-

a-long-way.html 

Date Accessed: 01.01.2014 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

URBAN 

Welfare schemes 

benefited only a 

quarter of urban 

slums: NSSO 
(Down to Earth, January 2, 2013) 
 

Over 30 per cent urban slums across 

India have no toilets or drainage 

facilities, in spite of funds being made 

available under JNNURM and other 

schemes. “Only 24 per cent of urban 

slums of across India benefited from 

Central government welfare schemes 

such as the Jawaharlal Nehru National 

Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) 

and Rajiv Awas Yojana (RAY) and 

other schemes run by state 

governments and local bodies, 

according to the findings recently 

released by the National Sample 

Survey Office (NSSO) of the Union 

Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation.” 

 

 

NSSO has released the key indicators 

of urban slums in India, generated 

from data collected during its 69th 

round of survey from July 2012 to 

December 2012. The indicators say 

that the proportion of slum people 

benefiting from welfare schemes was 

32 per cent among notified and 18 per 

cent among non-notified slums. An 

estimated 33,510 slums exist in the 

urban areas of India. About 41 per 

cent of these were notified and 59 per 

cent are not notified. Maharashtra, 

with an estimated 7,723 slums, 

accounted for about 23 per cent of all 

slums in urban India, followed by 

Andhra Pradesh, accounting for 13.5 

per cent, and West Bengal, which had 

a share of about 12 per cent. “Of the 

total 44 per per cent slums, 48 per cent 

of notified slums and 41 per cent of 

non-notified slums were located on 

private land. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/conten

t/welfare-schemes-benefited-only-

quarter-urban-slums-nsso 

Date Accessed: 02.01.2014 

(Anjana John) 

 

 

TRANSPORT 

RUVs hope to make 

rural transport 

safer 
(The Guardian, December 28, 2013) 
 

With an aim to fill the gap in rural 

transport and make them safer, 

Abhinav Das- a resident at the 

National Institute of Design in 

Ahmedabad- has launched his 

company-Evomo Research and 

Advancement that manufactures Rural 

Utility Vehicles (RUVs). 

 

According to the founder, RUVS are 

safer and more useful as compared to 

the low-cost make-shift vehicles the 

villagers use.  Evomo is supposed to 

launch its updated beta version in 

March 2014. 

 

However, the biggest concern 

remained the cost of the device which 

is makes it financially unviable for the 

rural population of India. The RUVs 

are priced at $3,000, which is three 

time the cost of the vehicles currently 

used by people in rural areas.  

 

http://www.theguardian.com/global-

development/poverty-

matters/2013/dec/28/utility-vehicle-

cut-india-deaths 

Date Accessed: 30.12.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

 

 

ENERGY 

Tamil Nadu 

launches free CFL 

bulb scheme to hut-

dwellers 
(The New Indian Express, December 

30, 2013) 

 

Tamil Nadu government has launched 

the first phase of providing free 

compact fluorescent light bulbs to 

over 14 lakh hut-dwellers in the state, 

an energy-saving measure aimed at 

saving 40 mw of power. The 

government has also launched over Rs 

500 crore worth of projects under the 

Energy Department. “The scheme of 

providing free CFL bulbs was 

launched with an objective of 

promoting power-saving.”    

 

A total of 14.62 lakh domestic 

consumers coming under the hut-

dwellers category will benefit with 

seven lakh of them being covered 

under the first phase of this 

project.The Tamil Nadu Chief 

Minister also inaugurated various sub-

stations in the capacity of 230 kv, 110 

kv and 33 kv, constructed in different 

parts of the state at an overall cost of 

Rs 509.88 crore.   

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/sta

tes/tamil_nadu/TN-Launches-Free-

CFL-Bulb-Scheme-to-Hut-

Dwellers/2013/12/30/article1973335.e

ce  

Date Accessed: 31.12.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

Computers decode 

our Brains 
(Bartholomew Cooke, Popular 

Science, January 1, 2014) 

 

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology 

in Lausanne is working on one of the 

most ambitious brain-research projects 

in history named Human Brain Project 

started on October 7, 2013. The 
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SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

 Human Brain Project is backed by 

1.2 billion euros and more than 250 

researchers and aims to create the 

first complete computer simulation 

of the human brain. Over the course 

of a decade, everything we know 

about the organ’s biology will be 

modeled. Eventually, virtual neurons 

will even be subjected to virtual 

Drugs. 

 

The Human Brain Project is one 

element in a larger, interdisciplinary 

surge in brain research that has pulled 

engineers, data theorists, and other 

non-neuroscientists into various 

efforts. In the U.S., the government-

led Brain Initiative plan is the first of 

its kind to deliver a detailed map of all 

brain activity. The future potential 

ranges from the borderline poetic, 

watching a memory form as activity 

flows across multiple circuits of 

neurons to the clinically useful, such 

as a device that could directly alter 

those circuits to possibly diagnose and 

treat disorders. Other projects starting 

in 2014 include a five-year, eight-

institution plan led by Penn State 

University to simulate the visual 

cortex in silicon.  

 

http://www.popsci.com/article/science

/year-science-

2014?dom=PSC&loc=slider&lnk=1&

con=the-year-in-science 

Date Accessed: 02.01.2014 

(Neha Singh) 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

Ban on plastic 

packaging for junk 

food products in 

Himachal Pradesh 

upheld 
(Soma Basu, Down to Earth, 

December 30, 2013) 

  

The Himachal Pradesh High Court has 

vacated a stay on the state 

government’s notification banning 

plastic packaging for 25 junk food 

items, directing that the ban be now 

enforced in the state from January 26 

next year. A division bench of Justice 

Rajiv Sharma and Justice VK Sharma 

directed the government to ensure 

edible oils and fats are not sold in 

plastic bottles and pouches, but rather 

packed in tin containers. The ban 

excludes drinking water, both packed 

and mineral. 

  

The Himachal government has been 

directed to ensure no food items, 

including primary and essential food, 

are manufactured, transported, sold, 

packaged and distributed without 

conforming to the Food Safety and 

Standards Act of 2006 and the Food 

Safety and Standards (Packaging and 

Labelling) Regulation of 2011. 

  

Himachal Pradesh government 

successfully implemented its ban on 

plastic carry bags and other non-

biodegradable products. Department 

of Science, Technology and 

Environment on June 26, 2013 

imposed a ban on sale storage, entry, 

supply and manufacture of these items 

in the state. On March 2013, a petition 

was filed by few producers of food 

item against the government 

notification. The court had stayed the 

said notification till November 19. 

  

Taking a strong stance on the adverse 

effects of plastic on health and 

environment, the Himachal Pradesh 

High Court had ordered in December 

2013 a statewide ban on the sale of 

junk food in non-biodegradable 

packets from April 1, 2013. Court has 

now cleared the stay on the Himachal 

Pradesh government’s notification to 

ban on sale, storage, entry, supply and 

manufacture of 25 junk items. 

  

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/conten

t/ban-plastic-packaging-junk-food-

products-himachal-pradesh-upheld 

Date Accessed: 31.12.2013 

(Jeet Singh) 
  

 

 

 

 

DEFENCE 

India, Pakistan 

agree to ensure 

peace and 

tranquility on 

international 

border 
(Tehelka, December 31, 2013) 

  

India and Pakistan agreed that people 

who unintentionally cross the frontier 

would be immediately returned to 

their respective countries. The 

decision was made during a five day 

bi-annual meeting of officials of the 

Pakistan Rangers and India’s Border 

Security force. 

  

The two sides decided to continue 

efforts to ensure peace and tranquility 

on the international border. The talk 

reached consensus on using 

communication channels more 

effectively to control violation on the 

frontier. They also agreed on “zero 

tolerance” for smuggling. Consensus 

was also developed on issues like 

stopping illegal construction, removal 

of wild growth lie scrubs and 

maintenance of boundary pillars. 

  

In a statement after talk, authorities 

said that defense constructions, border 

incidents and trans-border crimes like 

drug trafficking, infiltration and 

smuggling of arm and fake Indian 

currency, inadvertent border crossing 

and other matters of mutual interest 

were discussed for effective border 

management. 

  

The decisions came days after the 

Directors General of Military 

Operations of the two countries met 

after 14 years and decided to re-

energise mechanisms for maintaining 

the ceasefire on the Line of Control. 

  

http://www.tehelka.com/india-

pakistan-agree-to-send-back-those-

who-inadvertently-cross-the-frontier/ 

Date Accessed: 31.12.2013 

(Jeet Singh) 
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GENDER 

WaterWheel to ease 

burden on women 
(The Guardian, December 29, 2013) 

 

In order to make water carriage less 

burdensome for rural women in 

Rajasthan, Wello- a US social venture 

working on ways to deliver clean 

water in poor countries- has designed 

a 50-litre water container- Water 

Wheel- that does require to be lifted 

and carried but can be easily rolled has 

been designed. 

 

The Water Wheel has been designed 

after consultations with villagers in 

Rajasthan and is made from high-

quality plastic that can withstand 

rough terrain. It is priced between 

$25-$30, while other similar products 

range between $75-$100. 

The device that is likely to be 

constructed in Ahmedabad will save at 

least an hour in most cases. It will be 

used for multiple purposes like 

irrigation and animal rearing. 

 

Wello plans to sell the WaterWheel in 

the Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and 

Gujarat and explore other 

opportunities for water purification as 

well. 

http://www.theguardian.com/global-

development/poverty-

matters/2013/dec/29/waterwheel-

burden-women-water-container 

Date Accessed: 30.12.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

REGIONALISM 

Central Poultry 

Development 

Organisation 

planning to shift 

from Odisha 
(Bibhuti Barik, The Telegraph, 

December 29, 2013) 

 

As a result of the persistent demands 

of the state government to acquire land 

for the development of sports complex 

in the eastern region, near Jayadev 

Vihar, the Central Poultry 

Development Organisation (CPDO) 

might move the institute to another 

state. 

 

However, the 50 acre land, in the 

possession of the institute, is not 

registered in its name. The 

organisation serves the northern and 

eastern regions in matters related to 

poultry development, including 

research. 

 

The department’s demand for more 

land has been for setting up a world-

class hockey stadium inside the 

Kalinga sports complex. It has also 

promised an alternative site in 

Mallipur for the institute. However, 

scientists at the CPDO said that the 

proposed site has a water body 

emerging from an illegal stone quarry 

that increases threat of infection from 

avian viruses carried by migratory 

birds. 

 

Moreover, scientists are also unhappy 

as the government had promised to 

bear the entire re-establishment cost of 

the institute, but it now wants to share 

the cost on a fifty-fifty basis with the 

CPDO. 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/11312

30/jsp/frontpage/story_17732092.jsp#.

UsKG2_QW2aJ 

Date Accessed: 30.12.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

No IST: Assam will 

turn its clocks 

ahead 

(Nagaland Post, January 03, 2013) 

 

According to reports “Assam has 

decided to follow the ‘chaibagaan’ 

time instead of the Indian Standard 

Time (IST).” “The chaibagaan time or 

bagaan time refers to a daylight saving 

schedule introduced by the British for 

better energy savings on tea 

plantations more than 150 years ago.”  

 

According to Assam Chief Minister 

Tarun Gogoi the IST has affected 

productivity and forced the state to 

follow a schedule not suitable to the 

time zone that Assam is in.The chief 

Minister however did not state 

whether the Centre had given its nod 

to the decision, but added that “north-

eastern states have been asking New 

Delhi for a separate time zone” 

 

“IST corresponds to the time schedule 

along 82.5 degrees East longitude, 

where Mirzapur in UP is located.  

 

States to the east of this longitude 

have less daylight hours in comparison 

to the rest.” The article further reports 

that “earlier requests for a dual time 

zone (discarded with the cancellation 

of the Calcutta Time and the Bombay 

Time in the 1940s and 1950s) have 

been met with reluctance from the 

Centre, which has reportedly cited 

administrative challenges despite the 

possibility of energy savings and 

better productivity through saving 

some daylight hours by turning the 

clock ahead an hour in the North 

Eastern states.”  

 

Research reveals that “pushing the IST 

meridian eastwards, or pulling the 

nation’s clocks ahead by 30 minutes, 

could help India save an annual 2.7 

billion units of electricity, enough to 

power 1.35 million additional urban 

middle-class homes.” 

 

http://www.nagalandpost.com/Channe

lNews/Regional/RegionalNews.aspx?

news=TkVXUzEwMDA1MTc0Nw%

3d%3d 

Date Accessed: 03.01.2014 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
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SECTION 4:  INDIA AND THE WORLD 

INDIA IN THE 

WORLD 

India amongst the 

most dangerous 

nations for 

journalists 
(Dawn, December 31, 2013) 

 

According to a recent list prepared 

by the International Federation of 

Journalists (IFJ) has listed India as 

one the most dangerous nations for 

journalists. While Syria has been 

listed as the most dangerous country 

with 15 journalist deaths, India, 

Pakistan and Phillipines rank third 

with 10 deaths each after Iraq, 

where the death toll is 13. 

 

Regionally, Asia-Pacific has 

emerged as the worst area with 29 

percent of deaths followed by 

Middle East and the Arab world 

with 27 percent. 

 

Despite a 10 percent decline in the 

number of deaths from 2012, the 

International Federation of 

Journalists (IFJ) said that the 

governments need to more to “stem 

the bloodbath in the media.” 

 

The IFJ also reported that female 

journalists were facing increased 

levels of violence with six of them 

being killed in 2013 and many 

others being subjected to sexual 

violence and intimidation. 

 

http://www.dawn.com/news/107751

3/108-journalists-killed-in-2013-

syria-deadliest-ifj 

Date Accessed: 30.12.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

India-Pakistan 

nuclear war would 

kill 2 Billion 

people, end 

civilization: 

Report 
(Palash Ghosh, International 

Business Times, December 10, 

2013) 

 

A report by International Physicians 

for the Prevention of Nuclear War 

and Physicians for Social 

Responsibility (PSR) finds that a 

nuclear war between India and 

Pakistan would trigger a global 

famine and predicts that it would 

immediately kill 2 billion people 

around the world.  The study 

forecasts that such a war would 

damage the ecology, destroy crop 

yields (specifically US and China) 

and throw global food markets into 

chaos. The study advocates a 

complete ban on nuclear weapons to 

prevent any wars in future that could 

have catastrophic consequences. 

  

CNN reported that there are at least 

17,000 nuclear warheads (other 

reports suggest that there are 

perhaps as many as 20,000) around 

the world, with India and Pakistan 

believed to have about 100 

warheads each. The possibility of 

nuclear war is not discarded. The 

study noted that a nuclear war in 

South Asia would have catastrophic 

consequences and the impact of an 

India-Pakistan war would be felt 

across the globe. The study predicts 

that more than 20 million people 

would be dead within one week 

from the explosions, firestorms and 

immediate effects of radiation. It 

would release carbon aerosol 

particles that would cut U.S. corn 

and soybean production by 10 

percent over a decade. China’s 

wheat crop would drop by 50 

percent in just the first year after the 

hypothetical Indo-Pak nuclear war. 

The subsequent global famine 

would place the lives of 870 million 

people in the developing world at 

immediate risk of starvation. 

 

A silver lining is the rising 

consciousness about the hazards of 

atomic weapons and the case for 

banning such weapons is gaining 

momentum across the world. The 

study suggests that a complete ban 

on nuclear weapons is need of the 

hour. 

 

By mid 2013, 125 nations attached 

themselves to a joint statement 

warning of the humanitarian impact 

of nuclear weapons.  

  
http://www.ibtimes.com/india-

pakistan-nuclear-war-would-kill-2-

billion-people-end-civilization-

report-1503604 

Date Accessed: 03.01.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

MIDDLE-EAST 

India, Saudi 

Arabia to ink pact 

on Labour Co-

operation 
  
(Indianawaz, January 01, 2014) 

  

India and Saudi Arabia have signed 

an agreement on Labour 

Cooperation for Domestic Service 

Workers Recruitment. The pact was 

inked in New Delhi 2
nd

 January by 

the visiting Minister of Labour of 

Saudi Arabia Adel bin Mohammed 

Fakeih and the Minister of Overseas 

Indian Affairs Vayalar Ravi 

following delegation level talks 

between the two countries. 

 

Saudi Arabia is one of the leading 

destinations for Indian workers and 

the labour agreement is expected to 

standardize service conditions of 

Indian workers. The agreement is 

also expected to do away with the 

role of middlemen in employing 

Indian labour. It would be the first 

time India enters into an agreement 

with the Saudi Arabia on labour-

related matters. The need stems 

from changes in Saudi law, 

especially the Nitaqat program that 

brought domestic workers into its 

ambit. 

 

India hopes the vital agreement will 

be the stepping stone for bilateral 

cooperation on labour matters. Once 

the agreement is finalised, both 

countries could work towards 
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finalising a more comprehensive 

agreement covering all aspects of 

labour cooperation. 

 

This pact would go a long way in 

providing relief to recruitment and 

labour conditions of the 2.8 million 

plus strong Indians, the largest 

expatriate community in the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

  

http://theindianawaaz.com/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=articl

e&id=16091&catid=11 

Date Accessed: 02.01.2014 

(Neha Singh) 

 

AMERICAS 

US spy agency 

developing 

computer to crack 

privacy codes: 

Report  
(The Economic Times, January 3, 

2014) 

 

“The US National Security Agency 

is trying to develop a so-called 

"quantum computer" computer that 

could ultimately break most 

encryption programs, whether they 

are used to protect other nations' 

spying programs or consumers' bank 

accounts. This has been reported by 

The Washington Post based on 

documents leaked by former NSA 

contractor Edward Snowden. 

 

Such a computer, which would be 

able to perform several calculations 

at once instead of in a single stream, 

could take years to develop, the 

newspaper said. In addition to being 

able to break through the cloaks 

meant to protect private data, such a 

computer would have implications 

for such fields as medicine, the 

newspaper reported.  

 

The research is part of a $79.7 

million research program called 

"Penetrating Hard Targets," the 

newspaper said. Other, non-

governmental researchers are also 

trying to develop quantum 

computers, and it is not clear 

whether the NSA program lags the 

private efforts or is ahead of them.” 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.co

m/articleshow/28315881.cms?utm_s

ource=contentofinterest&utm_medi

um=text&utm_campaign=cppst 

Date Accessed: 3.1.2014 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

 

 

New Index reveals 

food insecurity 

prevalence in 

Latin America 
(Mabel Velástegui, Panam Post, 

October 18, 2013) 

Research by International Food 

Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), 

and Concern Worldwide has found 

that hunger levels are low in Latin 

America and the Caribbean, 

according to the Global Hunger 

Index 2013 (GHI). Countries in the 

region that record “serious hunger 

problems” are Guatemala, Bolivia 

and Paraguay. The report also 

recommends that political leaders in 

each country develop a national 

strategy with the aim of 

guaranteeing food and nutrition 

security. 

 

The research analyses hunger levels 

in 120 “non industrialised” countries 

in the world.  The countries are 

classified in the following 

categories: extremely alarming, 

alarming, serious, moderate, and 

low. The GHI combines three 

reported national indicators to score 

each country: the proportion of 

undernourished people as a 

percentage of the population, the 

proportion of children under five 

who are underweight, and the under-

five mortality rate. 

Following are the pointers from the 

study: 

1. The report finds that sixteen 

countries are alarming; 37 are 

serious; 22 are moderate; and 

42 are low. 

2. Burundi, Comoros, and Eritrea 

have an extremely alarming 

score. 

3. Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Costa 

Rica, Cuba, México, Uruguay, 

and Venezuela are the Latin 

American countries with best 

performance in the index; all 

have an under-five score or 

“low” prevalence. (See the key 

in the diagram.) 

4. Nicaragua — alongside 

Ecuador, the Dominican 

Republic, El Salvador, and 

Colombia lie in the “moderate” 

group. 

5. The report also indicates that 

countries like Nicaragua, Perú, 

Venezuela, México, and Cuba 

are the Latin American 

countries which were more 

effective at lowering hunger 

between 1990 and 2013. 

6. Paraguay and Guatemala, on 

the other hand, worsened.  

 

The report also recommends that 

political leaders in each country 

develop a national strategy with the 

aim of guaranteeing food and 

nutrition security, particularly 

during a crisis. They also suggest 

that humanitarian workers focus on 

maternal and child nutrition along 

developing regions, and that 

interventions address both the 

immediate and underlying causes of 

malnutrition. 

 

http://panampost.com/mabel-

velastegui/2013/10/18/new-index-

reveals-food-insecurity-

prevalence-in-latin-america/ 

Date Accessed: 03.01.2014 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

South American 

and Caribbean 

countries agree on 

hunger and 

poverty 

eradication plan 
(FAO, December 18, 2013) 

 

A group of South American and 

Caribbean countries have adopted a 

common plan of action to eradicate 

hunger and poverty, designed with 

Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the United Nations (FAO) 

support. The agreement was 

announced during the Second 

Extraordinary Summit of the 

Petrocaribe oil bloc and the 

Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples 

of Our America - Peoples’ Trade 

Treaty (ALBA-TCP). 
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“The plan aims to strengthen food 

and nutrition security in the 

Petrocaribe economic zone and in 

ALBA countries through national 

and regional hunger eradication 

projects. FAO will provide advice to 

governments in developing 

interventions. The Action Plan 

ALBA-Petrocaribe to free our 

territories from hunger seems 

fundamental for the future.” 

 

The plan reflects the priority that 

hunger reduction has been given by 

the Community of Latin American 

and Caribbean States (CELAC) and 

under the Hunger-Free Latin 

America and the Caribbean 

Initiative, a commitment by the 33 

countries of the region to eradicate 

malnutrition by 2025. The ALBA-

Petrocaribe Action Plan represents 

the most ambitious attempt to 

eradicate hunger in the history of the 

region. 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/it

em/211206/icode/ 

Date Accessed: 31.12.2013 

(Anjana John) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/211206/icode/


  

 

SECTION 5:  BOOKS & OPINIONS 

BOOKS 

Democracy 

Movement in 

Myanmar: 

Challenges and 

Problems by 

Nehginpao Kipgen 
(Copal Publishing) 

 

The book provides an in-depth 

analysis of Myanmar’s (also known 

as Burma) political history since 

independence. The book covers a 

wide range of Myanmar’s domestic 

and international issues, including 

but not limited to ethnic and 

religious problems, human rights, 

elections, armed conflicts, the 

inherent role of military in politics, 

the role of Aung San Suu Kyi-led 

National League for Democracy 

(NLD) and political parties of ethnic 

minorities, the role of government-

backed political parties, and 

relations between ethnic minorities 

and the majority Burmans. It 

analyzes political transition from 

democracy to military dictatorship, 

and then from an authoritarian 

regime to parliamentary democracy. 

 

The book also analyzes Myanmar’s 

diplomatic relations with other 

nations and international 

organizations, such as the United 

States of America, India, 

Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN), and the 

European Union (EU). It discusses 

the role of United Nations 

Organization (UNO) in the process 

of Myanmar’s democratic 

movement. The book attempts to 

help both academics and general 

readers who have research and 

teaching interests in Myanmar to 

understand how different political 

actors played differing roles in the 

country’s transition from one form 

of government to another. 

 

http://www.copalpublishing.com/Bo

ok.aspx?bid=16 

Date Accessed: 03.01.2014 

(Neha Singh) 
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