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India will not be able to achieve crucial Millenium Development 

Targets: Report 

The Millennium Declaration, made during the UN Millennium Summit on 8 September 2000, was signed by 189 countries, including 

147 Heads of State and Government, and included eight (8) Goals called the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). These 

summarize the key development goals embraced by the main international conferences and world summits during the 1990s, and are 

declarations of solidarity and determination of the world leaders to rid the world of poverty and improve the lot of humanity. 

Eighteen (18) targets were set as quantitative benchmarks for attaining the 8 MDGs. India’s MDG framework is as per the UNDG’s 

2003 framework for monitoring of the 8 MDGs. Out of the 18 targets, 12 targets (Target 1 to 11 and Target 18) are relevant to India 

India has made considerable progress towards achieving many of the targets set by the MDG 2015 but has failed to record 

improvement in important indicators like hunger index, child mortality, maternal mortality etc. In this edition of the cover story we try 

to measure India’s progress in relation to the international scenario. 

 

Target: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people whose income is less than 1$ 

 

New poverty estimates from the World Bank have confirmed last year’s finding that the world reached the MDG target five years 

ahead of the 2015 deadline. In developing regions, the proportion of people living on less than $1.25 a day fell from 47 per cent in 

1990 to 22 per cent in 2010. About 700 million fewer people lived in conditions of extreme poverty in 2010 than in 1990. 

Extreme poverty rates have fallen in every developing region, with one country, China, leading the way. In China, extreme poverty 

dropped from 60 per cent in 1990 to 16 per cent in 2005 and 12 per cent in 2010. 

 

 

The World Bank projects that, by 2015, about 970 million people will still be living on less than $1.25 a day in countries classified as 

low- or middle-income in 1990. Sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia will each be home to about 40 per cent of the developing 

world population living in extreme poverty. 

 

 

As per the poverty estimates of 2011-12, the Poverty Head Count Ratio (PHCR) in India is 21.9% thus it has already achieved 

the target against the target of 23.9%. With the historical rate of decline in Poverty HCR, the Country is likely to achieve Poverty 

HCR level of 20.74% by 2015. 

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

The MDG target has been met, but 1.2 billion people still live in extreme poverty 

The slowing of economic growth spells continued job losses, with young people 

bearing the brunt of the crisis 

Though working poverty has declined, over 60 percent of workers in the developing 

world still live on less than $4 a day 
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Target: Halve between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people who suffer from hunger 

According to new estimates, about 870 million people, or one in eight worldwide, did not consume enough food on a regular basis to 

cover their minimum dietary energy requirements over the period 2010 to 2012. The vast majority of the chronically undernourished 

(852 million) reside in developing countries.  

While their numbers remain disturbingly high, the proportion of undernourished people in developing regions has decreased from 23.2 

per cent in 1990– 1992 to 14.9 per cent in 2010–2012. This suggests that progress in reducing hunger has been more pronounced than 

previously believed, and that the target of halving the percentage of people suffering from hunger by 2015 is within reach. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sadly, India’s progress in eradicating hunger has been completely off-track. Malnutrition still continues be a major hurdle for India. 

All-India trend of the proportion of underweight (severe and moderate) children below 3 years of age shows India is going slow in 

eliminating the effect of malnourishment. According to the NFHS estimates, the proportion of underweight children has declined by 3 

percentage points during 1998-99 to 2005-06, from about 43% to about 40%. At the historical rate of decline, it is expected to come 

down to about 33% only by 2015 vis –a vis the target value of 26%. 

 

 

Target 3: Ensure that by 2015 children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course of primary 

education 

 

 

 

Goal 2: Achieve Universal Primary Education 

The hunger reduction target is within reach if recent slowdowns in progress can be reversed 

More than 100 million children under age five are still undernourished and underweight 

Despite steady gains, one in four children 

around the world show signs of stunted 

growth 

The number of people uprooted by conflict 

or persecution is at the highest level in 18 

years 

If current trends continue, the world will not meet the goal of universal primary education by 2015 
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Developing regions have made impressive strides in expanding access to primary education, with the adjusted net enrolment rate 

growing from 83 per cent in 2000 to 90 per cent in 2011. Over the same period, the number of children out of school worldwide 

declined by almost half—from 102 million to 57 million. But a closer look at the most recent data tells a different story. The progress 

seen at the start of the decade has slowed considerably. Between 2008 and 2011, the number of out-of-school children of primary 

school age fell by only 3 million. That means that, at the current rate, the world is unlikely to meet the target of universal primary 

education by 2015. 

 

 

 

Interestingly, India has already achieved its target of universal primary education. A trend based on DISE (District Information 

System on education) data shows that the country is now well set to achieve cent percent primary education for children in the 

primary schooling age of 6-10 years ahead of 2015. DISE 2010-11 reports Net Enrolment Ratio (NER) at Primary level as 99.89. 

According to the trend exhibited during 1991 -2001 (1991: 61.9% and 2001: 76.4 %), India is likely to attain 100% Youth literacy 

(Literacy rate of 15-24 year olds) by 2015. 

 

 

Target: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education, preferably by 2005,  and in all levels no later than by 

2015 

 

 

In developing regions overall, the gender parity index (or GPI, defined as girls’ school enrolment ratio in relation to boys’ enrolment 

ratio) at each level of education is close to or in the range of 0.97 and 1.03, the accepted measure for parity. However, a closer look 

reveals significant gender disparities among regions in all levels of education. Gender parity is closest to being achieved at the primary 

level, however, only 2 out of 130 countries have achieved that target at all levels of education. 

Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women 

Poverty is the key factor keeping children out 

of school, but gender and place of residence 

also matter  

One in four children who enter primary 

school will probably leave before 

reaching the last grade 

Steady progress has been made towards equal access of girls and boys to education, but more 

targeted action is needed in many regions  
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India has progressed quite well towards achieving this target as gender parity has already been achieved in primary and secondary 

education is set to disappear shortly. The gender parity in Primary education reached the target value of 1 in 2008-09 itself. 

 

The female: male literacy rate in the age group 15-24 years tends to reach 1 by 2015, implying attainment of gender parity by 

2015. 

Globally, women are gaining ground in the labour market, though not in all regions and not in all areas of work. In majority of 

countries, 40 out of 100 wage earning jobs in the non-agricultural sector are held by women. This is a significant improvement since 

1990, when only 35 out of 100 jobs were held by women. 

Women’s access to paid employment is an indication of their integration into the market economy. As women benefit from more 

regular income, they are more likely to achieve greater autonomy, self-reliance in the household and in their personal development, 

and decision-making power. 

In India, the percentage share of females in wage employment in the non- agricultural sector, stood at 18.6% in 2009-10 (NSS) 

and 19.6% and 17.6% were the respective figures in Rural and Urban areas respectively. It is projected that with the historical rate of 

progression, the share of women in wage employment can at best reach a level of about 23.1% by 2015 which is much below target of 

50%.  

As of 31 January 2013, the average share of women members in parliaments worldwide was just over 20 per cent. The 

Proportion of seats held by women in Indian Parliament (%) is 11.21% in 2013 vis –a-vis the target of 50% in 2015. 

 

Target: Reduce by two-thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under-five mortality rate 

 

 

Worldwide, the mortality rate for children under five dropped by 41 per cent—from 87 deaths per 1,000 live births in 1990 to 51 in 

2011. Despite this enormous accomplishment, more rapid progress is needed to meet the 2015 target of a two-thirds reduction in child 

deaths. In 2011, an estimated 6.9 million children—19,000 a day—died from mostly preventable diseases. The overwhelming 

majority of these deaths occurred in the poorest regions and countries of the world, and in the most underprivileged areas within 

countries. 

 

 

Goal 4: Reduce child mortality 

Big gains have been made in child survival, but efforts must be redoubled to meet the global 

target 

Newborns in their first month of life now 

account for a growing share of child deaths  

Increasingly, child deaths are concentrated 

in the poorest regions  
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For India child survival prospects looks up. Given to reduce U5MR to 42 per thousand live births by 2015, India tends to reach 

50 by 2015 as per the historical trend, missing the target by 8 percentage points. However, considering the sharper decline in 

the recent years, the target is likely to be met. As per the historical trend IMR is likely to miss the 2015 target, however,  the 

faster decline in recent years indicates to narrowing the gap between the target and the likely achievement in 2015. 

 

The proportion of one-year old (12-23 months) children immunised against measles is at 74.1% in 2009 (UNICEF &GOI- Coverage 

Evaluation Survey 2009) and as per the historical trend, India is expected cover about 89% children in the age group 12-23 months for 

immunisation against measles by 2015 and thus likely to fall short of universal immunisation by about 11 percentage points. 

 

 

Target: Reduce by three quarters, between 1990 and 2015, the maternal mortality ratio 

 

 

Globally, the maternal mortality ratio declined by 47 per cent over the past two decades, from 400 maternal deaths per 100,000 live 

births in 1990 to 210 in 2010. All regions have made progress, with the highest reductions in Eastern Asia (69 per cent), Northern 

Africa (66 per cent) and Southern Asia (64 per cent). Meeting the MDG target of reducing the ratio by three quarters will require 

accelerated interventions, including improved access to emergency obstetric care, assistance from skilled health personnel at delivery 

and the provision of antiretroviral therapy to all pregnant women who need it.  

 

Target: Achieve, by 2015, universal access to reproductive health 

Goal 5: Improve Maternal Health 

Maternal mortality had declined by nearly half since 1990, but falls short of the MDG 

target 

Health care during pregnancy can save lives, but only half of women in developing regions 

receive the recommended amount of care 
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Good quality care during pregnancy is fundamental to the health, well-being and survival of mothers and their babies. In developing 

regions, coverage of antenatal care (at least one visit with a doctor, nurse or midwife during pregnancy) increased from 63 per cent to 

81 per cent from 1990 to 2011. Southern Asia, Northern Africa and Western Asia made the most progress over the past decade, while 

regions such as the Caribbean, Eastern Asia, Latin America and South-Eastern Asia have already achieved coverage rates of 90 per 

cent or more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the historical pace of decrease, India tends to reach MMR of 139 per 100,000 live births by 2015, against the target of 109. 

However, the bright line in the trend is the sharper decline ie. 17% during 2006-09 and 16% during 2003-06 compared to 8% 

decline during 2001-2003. 

With the existing rate of increase in deliveries by skilled personnel, the achievement for 2015 is likely to be 62% only, which is far 

short of the targeted universal coverage. 

 

 

Target: Have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS 

 

 

Worldwide, the number of people newly infected with HIV continues to fall, dropping 21 per cent from 2001 to 2011. Still, an 

estimated 2.5 million people were infected with HIV in 2011—most of them (1.8 million) in sub-Saharan Africa. Over a decade, new 

infections in that region fell by 25 per cent. They dropped by 43 per cent in the Caribbean, the sharpest decline of any region, resulting 

in an estimated 13,000 new infections in 2011. 

Despite progress overall, trends in some regions are worrisome. In the Caucasus and Central Asia, for example, the incidence of 

HIV has more than doubled since 2001. An estimated 27,000 people were newly infected in that region in 2011. 

India has successfully been able to reverse the prevalence of HIV/AIDS. HIV prevalence among pregnant women has fallen to 0.39 

percent in 2010-11 in comparison to 0.89 in 2005. 

Over half of married women in most 

developing regions are using some form of 

family planning 

Adolescent childbearing is risky both 

mother and child, and remains at very high 

levels in many developing regions. 

African countries show wide disparities in 

maternal and reproductive health, 

emphasizing the need to expand effective 
interventions 

The need for family planning is slowly 

being met for women, but demand is 

increasing at a rapid pace 

Goal 6: Combat HIV/ AIDS, malaria and other diseases 

The incidence of HIV is declining steadily in most regions; still, 2.5 million people are newly 

infected each year 
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Target: Have halted by 2015, and begun to reverse the incidence of malaria and other major diseases.  

Between 2000 and 2010, mortality rates from malaria fell by more than 25 per cent globally. An estimated 1.1 million malaria deaths 

were averted over this period, with more than half of those lives saved in the 10 countries with the highest malaria burden. By 2011, 

50 of 99 countries with ongoing malaria transmission were on track to reduce their malaria case incidence rates by 75 per cent by 

2015. These reductions constitute major achievements in the global fight against malaria. But sustaining these gains will take extra 

effort and renewed commitment from the international community. 

The world is also on its way to halt the spread and reverse the incidence of tuberculosis. In 2011, an estimated 8.7 million people 

worldwide were newly diagnosed with tuberculosis; of these, 13 per cent were HIV-positive. Globally, the number of tuberculosis 

cases per 100,000 people fell by about 2.2 per cent between 2010 and 2011. 

India, though has been able to halt the prevalence of malaria and tuberculosis, it has not been able to sustain the reversing trends. 

According to the WHO report 2011, deaths due to TB per 100, 000 population was recorded at 26. Proportion of TB cases detected 

and cured under DOTS (success rate among new S+ve cases (%)) was 87.  

 

 

Target: Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programmes and reverse the loss of 

environmental resources 

 

Forests are disappearing at a rapid pace, despite the establishment of forest policies and laws supporting sustainable forest 

management in many countries. The largest net loss of forests has occurred in South America and Africa—around 3.6 million hectares 

and 3.4 million hectares per year, respectively, over the period from 2005 to 2010. 

Close to 75 per cent of the world’s forests are covered by national forest programmes. However, in many cases, deforestation is 

caused by factors beyond a programme’s control. One of the primary drivers of deforestation is the conversion of forests into  

agricultural land to feed the world’s growing population. 

 

 

 

 

Goal 7: Ensure Environment Sustainability 

Forests are a safety net for the poor, but they continue to disappear at an alarming rate 

Nearly one-third of marine fish 

stocks have been overexploited  

More than 2.1 billion people and almost 1.9 billion 

people, respectively, have gained access to 

improved water sources and sanitation facilities 

since 1990 

Many species are at a risk of 

extinction, despite an increased in 

protected areas 

Global emissions of carbon has increased 

by more than 46 percent since 1990 
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There is an increase in forest cover by about 1128 sq. km between 2007 and 2011. The network of protected areas in India, 

presently covers about 5.02 percent of the country’s total land area. 

The increasing CO2 emission still continues to be a major challenge for India. Consumption of CFCs has decreased to 998.5 tonnes 

since 2007 and phasing out of CFCs is in progress. As per Census 2011, 67.4%households are using solid fuels for cooking. 

Target: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation 

More than 2.1 billion people have gained access to improved drinking water sources since 1990, exceeding the MDG target.  

Over the past 21 years, more than 2.1 billion people gained access to improved drinking water sources. The proportion of the global 

population using improved sources reached 89 per cent in 2010, up from 76 per cent in 1990. This means that the MDG drinking 

water target was met five years ahead of schedule, despite significant population growth.  

In India, the target of halving the proportion of households without access to safe drinking water sources from its 1990 level of 

about 34% to the order of 17%, to be reached by 2015, has already been attained by 2007-08, much before the target timeline. 

The prevailing trend over time suggests attainability of almost cent percent coverage of safe drinking water by 2015, including both 

rural and urban sectors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open defecation still is a major hurdle for India since improved sanitation facility still eludes half the households. Given the 1990 

level for households without any sanitation facility at 76%, India is required to reduce the proportion of households having no 

access to improved sanitation to 38% by 2015. The NSS 2008-09 reports that, 49.2% households are not having sanitation facility. 

It is expected that at the historical rate of decline, India may achieve to reduce the proportion of households without any 

sanitation to about 43% by 2015 missing the target by about 5 percentage points. 

Target: By 2020, to have achieved a significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers 

Though the MDG target has been met, urbanization continues to outpace improvements in slum conditions. The proportion of slum 

dwellers in developing regions decreased from 39 per cent in 2000 to 33 per cent in 2012. The decline was observed across most 

regions. Northern Africa reduced its already low share of slum dwellers even further. Eastern Asia, Southern Asia and South-Eastern 

Asia achieved the largest decreases in percentage terms. However, the high proportion of slum dwellers in sub-Saharan Africa 

dropped only slightly—from 65 per cent in 2000 to 62 per cent in 2012. 

As per Census 2001, 640 towns spread over 26 States/ UTs in India reported existence of Slums, with 42.6 million people consisting 

of 8.2 million households resided in slums of these towns. The share of slum population as percentage of urban population in 

respect of towns/ cities reporting slums stands at 23.1% in 2001. 
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Target: In cooperation with the private sector, make available the benfits of new technologies, especially Information and 

Communication 

 With a projected 6.8 billion mobile-cellular subscriptions by the end of 2013, global penetration (measured as the number of 

subscriptions in relation to total population) will reach 96 per cent. It will reach 89 per cent in developing countries. As penetration 

levels approach market saturation in an increasing number of countries, subscription growth rates have fallen to their lowest levels 

ever in the last year— around 6 per cent in developing and 4 per cent in developed countries. Developing countries now account for 

over 77 per cent of all the world’s mobile-cellular subscriptions, and the mobile-cellular digital divide has been substantially reduced. 

In India, overall teledensity (number of telephones per 100 population) shows a slight dip recently, after the substantial progress made 

in the past.  

 

With the deadline for the MDGs on the horizon, progress can be reported in most areas, despite the impact of the global economic and 

financial crisis. Several important targets have or will be met by 2015, assuming continued commitment by national governments, the 

international community, civil society and the private sector. That said, progress in many areas is far from sufficient. Redoubled 

efforts are urgently needed, particularly in regions most behind to jumpstart advancement and achieve maximum gains. The world 

community should take pride in its accomplishments thus far, while building on existing momentum to reach as many goals as 

possible by 2015 and to realize gains for all. 

SOURCES:  

The Millenium Development Goal Report 2013 

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/report-2013/mdg-report-2013-english.pdf 

Towards Achieving Millenium Development Goals India 2013 

http://mospi.nic.in/mospi_new/upload/MDG_pamphlet29oct2013.pdf 

By Simi Sunny 

   

 

Goal 8: Develop a global partnership for development 

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/report-2013/mdg-report-2013-english.pdf
http://mospi.nic.in/mospi_new/upload/MDG_pamphlet29oct2013.pdf
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Harish Rawat 

stresses 

implementation of 

National Water 

Mission objectives 
(Press Information Bureau, 

December 23, 2013) 

  

Union Water Resources Minister Shri 

Harish Rawat has “solicited 

cooperation of State Governments and 

Union Territory Administrations in his 

ministry’s efforts to promote 

integrated Water Resources, 

conservation, management and 

development as mandated in the 

Objectives of National Water Mission 

(NWM).” 

  

The minister wrote to all State Chief 

Ministers and UT Administrations and 

“has requested them to consider 

establishing a State Water Mission 

under the Chief 

Secretary/Development Commissioner 

of their respective State for the 

successful implementation of NWM 

objectives and to consider aligning the 

programmes and schemes of their state 

in the water sector with the objectives 

of NWM.” 

  

National Water Mission (NWM) is 

being set up as a part of the National 

Action Plan on Climate Change 

(NAPCC) formulated by the Prime 

Minster’s Council on Climate Change. 

The Minister has stated that the 

objective of NWM is “Conservation of 

Water, minimizing wastage and 

ensuring its more equitable 

distribution both across and within 

States through integrated water 

resources development and 

management”. 

  

“Shri Rawat said achieving the goals 

of National Water Mission involves a 

co-ordinated multi-disciplinary 

approach involving several key 

departments of the state government, 

viz, Goal No.4 of NWM which 

pertains to increasing water use 

efficiency by 20% needs to be 

achieved across sectors like 

Agriculture, Industry, Drinking Water 

(both Rural & Urban).” 

  

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?

relid=102120 

Date Accessed: 24.12.2013 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

Sugar mills to get 

interest-free loans 
(ZeeNews, December 26, 2013) 
 

“Cabinet Committee on Economic 

Affairs (CCEA) has approved 

modalities for the beleaguered sugar 

industry to avail interest-free loans to 

the tune of Rs 6,600 crore from banks 

for effecting timely payment to cane 

growers. The entire interest burden on 

a loan of about Rs 6,600 crore, 

estimated at Rs 2,750 crore over the 

next five years, will be borne by the 

government from the Sugar 

Development Fund (SDF). 

 

Loans will be given to sugar mills, 

which have been functional during the 

2013-14 season (October-September). 

Sugar mills with loans classified as 

Non Performing Assets (NPA) by the 

banks will also be eligible for the 

credit provided the concerned state 

governments give guarantee for their 

new loans. All loans which are 

sanctioned by June 30, 2014 and 

disbursed by September 30, 2014 by 

the lending banks, pursuant to this 

notification, would also be covered 

under interest subvention facility. 

 

The lending will be subject to various 

norms relating to scrutiny, future cash 

flows of five years, establishing the 

viability and debt servicing capacity 

and conduct of loan including the 

restructuring guidelines as notified by 

RBI for sugar industry from time to 

time. The loans will be backed by 

security and collateral of the 

concerned sugar industry availing it, 

including personal guarantees and 

other assets of promoters which are 

free from encumbrances, to be decided 

by the individual banks. 

 

The loan would be disbursed through 

a separate bank account to ensure the 

utilisation of money is monitored. 

The Finance Ministry will issue 

necessary instructions to banks to 

operationalise the lending process, 

including appointment of nodal bank 

for the purpose.  As per the guidelines 

approved by the CCEA, the loans will 

be provided by banks to sugar mills 

exclusively for making payments to 

sugarcane farmers, including arrears. 

Mills have to repay the loans in five 

years and can avail of a moratorium 

on repayment for the first two years. 

The Committee has decided that no 

interest subvention is to be provided 

for the period of default in the 

principal repayments. 

 

The Rs 80,000-crore sugar industry 

has been facing a cash crunch due to 

higher cost of production and lower 

selling prices in the wake of surplus 

output over the past few years. 

Providing interest-free loans to sugar 

mills was one of the recommendations 

of the informal group of ministers, 

which was set up by the Prime 

Minister under the chairmanship of 

Agriculture Minister Sharad Pawar to 

address the industry's cash crunch.  

Other recommendations that are yet to 

be considered include the recasting of 

loans taken by mills, sops to produce 4 

million tonnes of raw sugar, setting up 

a buffer stock and doubling of ethanol 

blending in petrol to 10 percent.” 

 

http://zeenews.india.com/business/ne

ws/companies/ccea-okays-norms-for-

sugar-mills-to-get-interest-free-

loans_91414.html 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja 

 

Delhi worst hit by 

drinking water 

shortage: Survey 
(The Economic Times, December 25, 

2013) 

 

National Sample Survey Organisation 

(NSSO) has revealed that there is an 

acute shortage of drinking water in 

Delhi and the rural households in 

Delhi are the worst affected. 

According to NSSO survey, only 

15.6% of Delhi's urban households 

and 29.7% of its rural ones don't get 

sufficient drinking water throughout 
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the year. Amongst the 27 states and 

six Union territories surveyed in 

NSSO, Uttar Pradesh recorded the 

best performance in terms of 

providing sufficient access to safe 

drinking water. 

 

The data reveals that households’ 

access to safe drinking water has 

actually declined in the country. The 

all-India average deteriorated from 

91.1% in urban areas in 2008-09 to 

89.6% in 2012 and 86.2% to 85.8% in 

rural areas. 

 

NSSO reveals that neighbouring states 

fared better than Delhi in terms of 

sufficient drinking water availability. 

Uttar Pradesh recorded the best 

performance; with 96.6% of urban 

households and 97.1% of rural ones 

having sufficient drinking water 

throughout the year. In Haryana, 

91.3% of urban households and 95.8% 

of rural ones had sufficient drinking 

water throughout the year. The survey 

reveals that only 49% of West 

Bengal's urban households and 30% of 

rural households had drinking water 

facilities on the premises. Gujarat has 

96% of rural households with access 

to electricity against 93% in 

Maharashtra. 

 

“At an all-India level, a member of a 

typical urban household, on average, 

took 15 minutes to fetch drinking 

water from outside the premises. 

Among the rural areas in bigger states, 

Jharkhand was the state where this 

took the longest (40 minutes) and 

Assam the shortest (10 minutes). As 

for urban areas in bigger states, the 

longest this took was again in 

Jharkhand (40 minutes) and the 

shortest in Delhi (6 minutes).” 

 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatim

es.com/2013-12-

25/news/45561586_1_rural-

households-water-shortage-aam-

aadmi-party 

Date Accessed: 25.12.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 
 

 

 

 

India on verge of 

becoming global 

solar power 
(Palash Ghosh, International 

Business Times, December 12, 2013) 
 

India is on the brink of becoming a 

global solar power, according to a 

report just published by the World 

Bank. Under the government’s 

Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar 

Mission Phase-1 (JNNSM), which was 

initiated in January 2010 to promote 

sustainable growth, broadly expand 

solar power, and deal with the effects 

of climate change, India’s installed 

capacity of solar power has already 

jumped from about 30 megawatts to 

more than 2,000 MW. The World 

Bank noted that JNNSM has also 

helped bring down the cost of solar 

power to competitive levels – down to 

about $0.12 per kilowatt-hour for solar 

photovoltaic, and to $0.21 per kWh 

for concentrated solar power, thereby 

making India one of the world’s 

lowest-cost destinations for grid-

connected solar power. “In a short 

span of three years, India has made 

impressive strides in developing its 

abundant solar power potential. With 

more than 300 million people without 

access to energy and industry citing 

energy shortage as key growth barrier 

in India, solar power has the potential 

to help the country address the 

shortage of power for economic 

growth.” Indeed, the solar park in 

Charanka in Gujarat is already the 

largest such facility in all of Asia. Of 

equal importance, the bank said, 

expansion of solar power would 

reduce India’s over-dependence on 

imports of coal and diesel for power 

generation, cut greenhouse gas 

emissions and also upgrade the 

nation’s energy security. The bank 

report also highlighted two special 

features of India’s solar program – the 

bundling of solar power with 

unallocated thermal generation and the 

introduction of “reverse auctioning.” 

The “bundling” of solar power with 

cheaper forms of conventional energy 

sources had cut solar power tariffs for 

distribution centres. The “reverse 

auction” process has allowed qualified 

bidders to enjoy the benefits of falling 

global prices of solar components. 

 

http://www.ibtimes.com/here-comes-

sun-india-verge-becoming-global-

solar-power-1506826 

Date Accessed: 23.12.2013 

(Anjana John) 
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States likely to face 

Constraints in 

Central Funding for 

schemes 
( E-Pao, December 26th, 2013) 

 

Centre is likely to curtail release or 

sanctioning of the funds for various 

schemes and projects in the State of 

Manipur on account of imprudent 

utilization of the plan outlay in the 

current financial year 2013-14. The 

Ministry of Finance has been issuing 

strict instructions from time to time to 

contain non-developmental 

expenditure and releasing additional 

resources for priority schemes. 

 

In order to ensure expenditure 

management The Department of 

Expenditure, Ministry of Finance 

issued a memorandum on September 

18, 2013 to promote fiscal discipline 

without affecting the operational 

efficiency of the Government. 

 

Some of the conditions listed include 

not more than one-third (33 percent) 

of the Budget Estimates may be spent 

in the last quarter of the financial year, 

in the last month of the year payments 

may be made only for the goods and 

services actually procured and for 

reimbursement of expenditure already 

incurred. 

 

“According to the instructions, the 

Ministries/Departments shall not 

transfer funds under any Plan schemes 

in relaxation of conditions attached to 

such transfers (such as matching 

funding). The State Governments are 

required to furnish monthly returns of 

Plan expenditure-Central, Centrally 

sponsored or State Plan- to respective 

Ministries/Departments along with a 

report on amounts outstanding in their 

Public Account in respect of Central 

and Centrally Sponsored Schemes.” 

 

Further, “by the end of December this 

year, at least 67 percent of the funds 

allocated from various 

ministries/Departments should be 

utilized by the State Governments. 

However, the State Government could 

utilize only about 12 percent from the 

total plan outlay during the past eight 

months of this current financial year.” 

 

“The office memorandum also 

mentioned that rush of expenditure on 

procurement should be avoided during 

the last quarter of the fiscal year and in 

particular the last month of the year so 

as to ensure that all procedures are 

complied with and there is no wasteful 

expenditure. “Any violation of these 

instructions may lead to curtailment of 

all funds from the Centre. In such a 

situation, the Centre is likely block 

funds for all future schemes and 

projects to the State.”  

 

http://e-

pao.net/GP.asp?src=18..271213.dec13 

Date Accessed: 27.12.2013 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
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Aadhaar 

integration saves Rs 

1 crore annually in 

pensions 
(Pratap Vikram Singh, Governance 

Now, December 19, 2013) 

  

The Aadhaar integration has helped 

the Chandigarh administration to weed 

out bogus beneficiaries in social 

security payments under widow, old 

age and disabled categories. The 

savings could be to the tune of Rs 1 

crore annually, says a UIDAI official 

working with Chandigarh regional 

office.The total number of 

beneficiaries across three schemes is 

21,117. Out of total beneficiaries 

19,295 have provided their Aadhaar to 

the department and have been 

receiving payments on a regular basis. 

 

The remaining 1822 beneficiaries 

have not come forward so far to claim 

benefits, even after field visits and 

other verifications done by the social 

welfare department with the help of 

Aganwadi workers. “If these 

beneficiaries don’t turn up by March 

next year, this will lead to savings of 

Rs 1crore annually, which might be 

surrendered to the central 

government,” says the UIDAI official. 

 

Earlier the payments were made once 

in three or six months. Now the 

beneficiaries receive pension on a 

monthly basis, the UIDAI official 

says. Aadhaar integration has also 

made transactions profitable for the 

administration. The disbursement 

under social security pensions are 

made through Sampark centres. 

Earlier, the government had to pay Rs 

8.89 to the centre for per transaction. 

After integration with Aadhaar and 

financial inclusion drive by ICICI 

bank, which had made Sampark 

centres as business correspondents, the 

government gets Rs 4 per transaction 

from the bank.   
 

http://governancenow.com/news/regul

ar-story/aadhaar-integration-saves-rs-

1-crore-annually-pensions 

Date Accessed: 23.12.2013 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

LAX practices to 

blame for rising 

NPAs 
(K.Sivaraman, Business Line, 

December 23, 2013) 

  

The Report on Trend and Progress of 

Banking in India 2012-13 sheds some 

light on the problem of Non-

performing assets in the Banking 

Sector. The report argues that it is 

essentially due to the reckless funds 

disbursal by public sector banks in 

particular. The Report has observed 

that “deterioration in asset quality in 

2012-13 was primarily on account of 

the non-priority sector”. 

  

As much as 77.8 per cent of total 

NPAs of new private sector banks are 

in the non-priority sector, while that 

for old private sector banks and public 

sector banks is 63.2 per cent and 57.1 

per cent, respectively. But the increase 

in NPAs in the non-priority sector is 

more pronounced in PSBs and old 

private sector banks than in new 

private sector banks. The addition to 

NPAs during 2012-13 is more than 

100 per cent of the figure at the 

beginning of the year in the case of 

PSBs. It would thus appear that there 

is an urgent need to focus on all the 

factors responsible for the plight of 

PSBs. Another breeding ground for 

NPAs is the lacunae in sanctioning 

need-based credit limits. 

  

The problem of NPAs cannot be 

solved so easily. Auditors need time to 

arrive at correct classification of 

advances and avoid haste in 

finalisation of accounts. It is vital to 

contain the menace of rising NPAs. 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/

opinion/lax-practices-to-blame-for-

rising-

npas/article5494066.ece?homepage=tr

ue 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

In India, good 

Economics does Not 

assure Political 

success 
(Milan Vaishnav & Reedy Swanson, 

The Hindu, December 22, 2013) 

 

The article emphasises that “in 

India, voters prioritize factors other 

than good economic performance 

when evaluating incumbent 

governments.” The case of India 

stands in contrast to conventional 

political theory, which holds that 

voters prioritise the health of the 

economy in general and economic 

indicators while casting their votes. 

Data suggests that for Indian voters, 

factors like “patronage, populism or 

parochialism” run supreme while 

evaluating the performance of an 

incumbent government and hence, 

these factors majorly decide the fate of 

the party. The research implies that 

there are higher chances of the 

incumbent state governments being 

rejected rather than retained. 

 

The authors study 30 years' of state 

election results—more than 120 

contests across 18 major states—and 

the corresponding economic records 

of incumbent governments. They 

reveal three facts about elections in 

India: 

 

1. The rate of anti-incumbency at the 

state-level is on the decline when we 

compare the 2000s to the electorally 

volatile 1990s. 

 

2. The aggregate record between 1980 

and 2012 reveals no clear relationship 

between a government's record of 

economic growth and its electoral 

performance. 

 

3. However, since the year 2000, there 

is proof of increasing electoral returns 

to governments that deliver higher 

growth. 

 

The study finds that it is difficult for 

incumbent governments to return to 

power in India, which scholars call 

the “costs of ruling” associated with 
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 incumbency. “Across India's 18 major 

states, 35% of state governments were 

re-elected between 1980 and 2012. Six 

out of 10 state governments are voted 

out when they stand for re election.” 

 

Figures also suggest that while there is 

variation in the rate of anti-

incumbency at the state-level- it is on 

the decline compared to the electoral 

volatility of 1990s- the higher 

probability is that the incumbent 

state governments are rejected 

rather than retained. In the 1980s, 

45%of state governments won re-

election. This number dropped 

precipitously in the 1990s to 21%. 

Between 2000 and 2012, the re 

election rate rebounded; roughly 

43%of state governments were re 

elected during these years. 

 

Conforming to the conclusion of the 

study, the author cites the example of 

Andhra Pradesh chief minister 

Chandrababu Naidu, who ruled the 

state for nearly a decade starting in the 

mid-1990s. Naidu was hailed as a 

visionary for his sound economic 

management and pro-growth 

investments. However, Naidu faced 

harsh defeat in elections. The reasons 

behind Naidu's loss have more to do 

“with alliance logic and caste 

arithmetic” than “growth figures” or 

the perceived "pro-rich" bias. 

 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.

com/2013-12-22/deep-

focus/45472859_1_good-economics-

indian-voters-incumbency 

Date Accessed: 24.12.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 
  

Govt hikes duty on 

Natural Rubber 

Imports 
(Exim India, December 25, 2013) 

 

The government has revised the 

Customs duty structure for natural 

rubber in order to check rising imports 

and domestic price drops. 

  

“Import duty has been hiked to 20 per 

cent or Rs 30 a kg, whichever is 

lower, up from 20 per cent/Rs 20 a kg 

(whichever is lower). The new duty 

came into effect last week, taking the 

landed cost to around Rs 160 a kg. 

Rubber imports for this fiscal are 

forecast to be a record 3 lakh tonnes 

against 2.17 lakh tonnes in the last 

fiscal.” 

  

Natural rubber imports for the April-

November period stood at 2.38 lakh 

tonnes, even as growers blamed rising 

imports for the drop in prices. Prices 

of the commodity have fallen from 

around Rs 196 a kg in August to about 

Rs 158 at present. Though the import 

duty has been hiked, it may not impact 

the domestic tyre industry. This is 

because the industry imports through 

the advance licence route against 

exports, allowing imports at zero duty. 

  

http://www.eximin.net/NewsDetails.as

px?name=74378 

Date Accessed: 25.12.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

 DEVELOPMENT 

Countries turning 

to innovative urban 

planning policies 
(The Huffington Post, December 20, 

2013) 

 

Countries across the globe have come 

up with different policies for the 

process of urban planning. 

Governmental measures include 

biometric databases, programs led by 

newly elected officials and 

participatory development schemes. 

 

The article talks about India's 

ambitious Adhaar initiative that has 

the potential to return city planning to 

foundational basics rooted in equitable 

urban development. The Aadhaar 

program hopes to improve access to 

the country's public distribution 

system and eliminate corruption by 

giving people an official identity. 

These unique identities help planners 

to provide a channel to deliver welfare 

services and link people to formal 

banking institutions. 

 

Likewise, Indonesia and Bangladesh 

have participatory models of solutions 

for urban planning. While the Council 

Meeting Development Plan in 

Indonesia has developed a mechanism 

for taking the citizen’s voice and 

opinions to the government, 

Bangladesh has devised the Hatir 

Jheel Project- an environmental 

sustainability initiative aimed at 

reconstructing and improving the 

Hatir Jheel area and increasing 

connectivity with other areas of the 

city among other things. It was 

completed in early 2013 and has 

successfully transformed the area into 

a beautiful, environment-friendly 

location. 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/joseph

ine-dallant/biometric-databases-

participatory-

development_b_4474741.html?utm_h

p_ref=india 

Date Accessed: 23.12.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

  

Kerala tops in India 

Today Development 

survey 
(Deccan Chronicle, December 12, 

2013) 
 

Kerala has come out first among states 

in the country in the sectors of 

education, micro-finance, agriculture, 

marketing and investment in a survey 

conducted by 'India Today' magazine. 

In last year's survey, Kerala was in the 

second place among the states. Andhra 

Pradesh and Tamil Nadu secured the 

second and third positions this year. 

Goa topped the list of best governed 

states in the smaller states category. 

“The survey pointed out a 10 per cent 

increase in domestic production in 

Kerala indicated that the economic 

recession had not affected the state.” 

In the education sector, the teacher-

student ratio had become 1:25 as 

against the national ratio of 1:50. The 

per capita income of citizens in the 

state had also increased. The magazine 

described Kerala as a state that had 

achieved economic growth and human 

resource development.  
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 http://www.deccanchronicle.com/1312

22/news-current-affairs/article/kerala-

tops-india-today-survey 

Date Accessed: 23.12.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

CCEA approves 

continuation of 

National Scheme of 

Welfare for 

fishermen in 12th 

Plan 
(The New Kerala.com, December 26, 

2013) 

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic 

Affairs (CCEA) approved the central 

sector scheme "National Scheme of 

Welfare of Fishermen" during the 12th 

Plan. The scheme has been formulated 

by the Department of Animal 

Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries, 

Ministry of Agriculture and is an 

ongoing scheme. 

 

The objectives of the scheme are: 

● Provision of basic amenities like 

drinking water and sanitation in 

fishers' villages 

● Better living standards for fishers 

and their families, 

● Social security for active fishers 

and their dependants, and 

● Economic Security. 

 

During the Twelfth Plan period, the 

following benefits have been targeted 

for the fisherman across the country: 

(i) additional 4600 houses per year, 

(ii) coverage of 3.5 lakh fishers under 

Saving-cum-Relief every year; (iii) an 

additional coverage of 3 lakh 

fishermen under Group Accident 

Insurance has been set; (iv) covering 

6400 fishermen per year under 

Training and Extension. 

 

The scheme will be implemented 

within an outlay of Rs 640 crore 

including a Central outlay of Rs. 

320 crore for the remaining part of 

the 12th Plan. The scheme has 

following components: 

I) Group Accident Insurance for 

active fishermen 

II) Development of model fishermen 

village 

III) Saving-cum-Relief, and 

IV) Training and Extension. 

 

http://www.newkerala.com/news/story

/104771/ccea-approves-continuation-

of-national-scheme-of-welfare-for-

fishermen-in-12th-

plan.html#.Ur0YXyo4obY 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

Govt. looks for 

ways to secure 

Waqf properties 

against encroachers 
(Romita Datta, LiveMint, December 

18, 2013) 

 

The central government is aiming to 

tighten regulations to secure Waqf 

estates (Islamic religious endowments) 

from encroachers in a bid to raise 

income from them. The government, 

through Waqf boards, is the custodian 

of all such properties. 

 

According to the government’s own 

estimates, more than half of Waqf 

properties in India are currently 

occupied by people who do not have 

any legitimate right to them. As a 

result, income from such properties, 

too, is very small and far short of what 

they could have yielded if not 

encumbered. 

 

The ministry of minority affairs is 

planning to bring Waqf properties 

within the jurisdiction of Public 

Premises (Eviction of Unauthorised 

Occupants) Act, 1971, to make it 

easier to drive away encroachers. 

 

The law was introduced to free 

government buildings of squatters and 

unauthorized tenants. The ministry of 

minority affairs has suggested that the 

1971 law be tweaked and an 

amendment be moved before the term 

of this government ends. 

For want of necessary provisions in 

the Waqf Act, it has always been 

difficult to free properties from 

encroachers, who would move court 

challenging eviction notices and 

manage to stay on. 

 

It is estimated that Waqf estates could 

earn for their beneficiaries up to Rs.1 

trillion a year,  but currently the 

income from these properties is only 

about 1% of that amount—far short of 

what the government needs to meet 

the expectations of the Muslim 

community. 

 

The aim is to use the earnings from 

Waqf estates to create social 

infrastructure for the Muslim 

community such as schools, homes for 

the underprivileged and hostels, as 

recommended by the Sachar 

Committee. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/rM

MCEni09rtdJElyozVpJK/Govt-looks-

for-ways-to-secure-Waqf-properties-

against-encroa.html 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2013 

(Deepti Somani)  

 

PANCHAYATI 

RAJ 

Bihar panchayat 

bans cell phones for 

unwed girls 
(The Times Of India, December 25, 

2013) 

 

According to a ban imposed by a 

village council in the West Champaran 

district of Bihar, unmarried girls have 

been barred from using mobile 

phones. The Somgarh panchayat- the 

village body that took the decision on 

December 24- stated that the decision 

was taken with the approval of 

hundreds of villagers. 

 

The decision also included punishing 

the families by imposing fines on them 

in case they violated the ban. 

 

The Panchayati Raj Minister of Bihar 

stated that a panchayat has no right to 

impose a ban on the use of mobile 

phones by girls or to prevent them 

from keeping mobile phones. He said 

further that in case a complaint is 
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SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

 lodged, the government would 

intervene and initiate an action against 

the panchayat order. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/indi

a/Bihar-panchayat-bans-cell-phones-

for-unwed-

girls/articleshow/27900946.cms 

Date Accessed: 25.12.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

EDUCATION 

UGC gives Bihar 

varsities deadline to 

apply for NAAC 

accreditation 
(The Times Of India, December 23, 

2013) 

 

The University Grants Commission 

(UGC) has issued fresh directives to 

Bihar universities and the colleges 

under them to apply for National 

Assessment and Accreditation Council 

(NAAC) accreditation by June 1, 

2014. The colleges and universities 

will not receive grants from the UGC 

from April next year if they fail to get 

themselves accredited. Until now none 

of the 11 universities in Bihar have 

been accredited by NAAC. 

 

The State government is already 

making efforts to improve higher 

education in universities by organising 

workshops, seminars and conferences 

on the importance of NAAC 

gradation. According to officials, poor 

infrastructure is a major hurdle in 

front colleges in Bihar. However, 

inadequate faculty is also been 

affecting higher education. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ho

me/education/news/UGC-directs-

Bihar-varsities-to-apply-for-NAAC-

accreditation-by-June-

1/articleshow/27761188.cms 

Date Accessed: 23.12.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

CBSE to set up 

regional centre in 

West Asia: Tharoor 
 (India Today Online, December 23, 

2013) 

  

Central Board of Secondary Education 

(CBSE) is planning to set up a 

regional centre in West Asia to cater 

to the needs of around 150 schools in 

the Gulf region, Union minister of 

state for human resources 

development Shashi Tharoor said. In a 

statement, Tharoor said majority of 

these schools were run by Keralites 

and for administrative matters officials 

of CBSE schools had to go to Delhi. 

 

"The proposed regional centre in the 

Gulf would begin to function within 

the next two months which will solve 

the problem faced by the school 

managements," he said. Tharoor said 

the Centre had the full authority over 

CBSE schools and the term 

'appropriate government' mentioned in 

the Right to Education Act meant the 

Central government in case of schools 

affiliated to the CBSE. 

 

http://education.intoday.in/story/cbse-

to-set-up-regional-centre-in-west-asia-

tharoor/1/332465.html 

Date Accessed: 23.12.2013 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

‘Quotas for 

education helped 

SCs, but boys alone 

reaped the benefit’ 
(Rukmini S, The Hindu, December 

22, 2013) 

  

The first evaluation of the impact of 

reservations on educational attainment 

has shown that quotas have indeed 

improved the education indicators of 

the Scheduled Castes (SCs), but nearly 

all of the improvement was among 

boys only while the SC girls 

experienced next to no improvement. 

  

The author notes that the “empirical 

impact of reservations is yet an un-

studied phenomenon” moreover what 

“makes it particularly difficult is that 

no data is available on the educational 

levels of people before and after 

reservations came into effect.” 

  

The evaluation was done by Guilhem 

Cassan, an economist and assistant 

professor at the University of Namur 

in Belgium, who compared “the 

educational levels of those people who 

had had the SC status since 

Independence, and those who were of 

school-going age when they got the 

SC status in 1976.” 

  

For educational levels, Mr. Cassan 

referred to the National Family Health 

Survey 2(1998-99) – the only large-

scale official Indian survey – which 

includes both precise caste group 

names and data on educational 

outcomes. 

  

Mr. Cassan found that access to the 

SC status led to an increase of 0.3 

years of schooling. This he notes, “has 

to be put in perspective with the 

average level of education in this 

population, which is of 4.2 years (for 

individuals born between 1950 and 

1979). Hence, 0.3 years of education 

is a 7% increase in the number of 

years of education of this population.” 

  

“Access to the SC status led to an 

improvement in both literacy and 

numeracy levels... For males alone, 

access to the SC status meant an 

increase of 0.7 years of schooling on 

average; a 12% increase for boys, and 

0% for girls.” 

  

“Gender is clearly a dimension that is 

too often neglected in the reservation 

debate,” Mr. Cassan said. “However, 

this issue goes beyond the caste 

question, as girls in general are 

discriminated against,” he added. 

  

Sukhadeo Thorat, chairman of the 

Indian Council for Social Science 

Research, noted that the “Scheduled 

Caste girls face the combined effect of 

patriarchy and poverty...However the 

newer generation of scheduled castes 

have begun to increasingly send girls 

to school and even on to higher 

education... A sharp rural-urban gap in 
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 female enrolment in higher education 

remains, he added.” 

  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/nation

al/quotas-for-education-helped-scs-

but-boys-alone-reaped-the-

benefit/article5487619.ece 

Date Accessed: 24.12.2013 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

HEALTH 

Treat severe 

malnutrition at 

home 
(Jyotsna Singh, Down To Earth, 

December, 2013) 

 

The World Health Organisation 

(WHO) has proposed to shift to home-

based treatment from hospitalisation to 

treat children with severe acute 

malnutrition (SAM) according to the 

new guidelines formulated on 

November 27. 

 

While the inter-governmental study on 

malnutrition remains awaited, these 

guidelines are to be implemented.  In 

India, the study is being conducted in 

New Delhi, Udaipur and Vellore. 

 

While the home-based treatment has 

been welcomed by all, the ready-to-

use therapeutic food (RUTF) has 

drawn criticism from some health 

experts. RUTF is a paste made of 

peanut butter mixed with dried 

skimmed milk, vitamins and minerals 

that is often given to severely 

malnourished children. 

 

A study published by Cochrane 

Database of Systematic Reviews, 

came to the conclusion that there is no 

difference in the clinical outcome of 

RUTF given at home compared to the 

standard diet. 

 

Thus, many experts feel that replacing 

standard diet or fortified food with 

RUTF is unnecessary as well as not 

substantive. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/conten

t/treat-severe-malnutrition-home 

Date Accessed: 23.12.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

Punjab government 

introduces cancer 

treatment scheme in 

selected hospitals 
(The Echo of India, December 23, 

2013) 
 

In a relief to cancer patients across the 

state, Punjab government is going to 

introduce a cashless scheme for cancer 

treatment in empanelled hospitals 

under 'Mukh Mantri Cancer Raahat 

Kosh' from January next year.  Under 

this scheme there would be no need to 

get any prior sanction of the officers 

for getting treatment and cancer 

patients would be able to avail the best 

treatment facilities in the empanelled 

hospitals at affordable cost. “The 

scheme will prove to be a boon for 

cancer patients as under it the entire 

expenditure for their treatment will be 

borne by the state government.” The 

benefit of this scheme will later be 

extended so as to ensure timely and 

prompt relief for cancer patients, for 

which a comprehensive awareness 

campaign must be started by the 

health department. This project of 

screening would be launched on pilot 

basis in four districts of Shaheed 

Bhagat Singh Nagar (Nawanshehar), 

Mansa, Sri Muktsar Sahib and Tarn 

Taran in February next year. 

 

http://www.echoofindia.com/chandiga

rh-punjab-gives-nod-cancer-treatment-

scheme-empanelled-hospitals-44533 

Date Accessed: 23.12.2013 

(Anjana John) 

                 

National Family 

Health Survey to focus 

on lifestyle indicators 
(Aarti Dhar, The Hindu, December 

22, 2013) 

  

“The fourth round of National Family 

Health Survey (NFHS), to be launched 

early next month, will provide district 

level data on India’s demographic and 

health indicators covering all 640 

districts. District level estimates from 

all States and Union Territories will be 

included in the Survey for the first 

time.” 

  

The survey will focus on life style 

indicators and will focus on 

“providing essential data on health and 

family welfare needed by the 

government for policy and programme 

purposes and to ascertain information 

on important emerging health and 

family welfare issues.” 

  

The author notes that the survey will 

cover “Height and weight 

measurements for women (aged 15-

49), men (aged 15-54) and children 

under 5 years and iodine contents in 

the salts used by the households.” 

“Additionally, it will gather data on 

HIV prevalence for women in the age 

group of 15-49 and men in the age 

group of 15-54.” 

  

“Health and family welfare indicators 

will also be provided separately for 

slum and non-slum areas in Chennai, 

Delhi, Hyderabad, Indore, Kolkata, 

Meerut, Mumbai and Nagpur as was 

done in the previous survey.” 

  

The survey will be “conducted by the 

Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare in coordination the 

International Institute for Population 

Sciences, Mumbai, and implemented 

by a group of survey organisations and 

Population Research Centres. 

Importantly, NFHS-4 data will also be 

used to evaluate the flagship 

programmes of the government, many 

of which were launched as a result of 

NFHS-3 findings. These include 

National Rural Health Mission, Janani 

Suraksha Yojana and the Integrated 

Child Development Scheme.” 

  

NFHS-4 will provide updates and 

evidence on “fertility, infant and child 

mortality, maternal and child health, 

perinatal mortality, adolescent 

reproductive health, high-risk sexual 

behaviour, safe injections, 

tuberculosis, and malaria, non-

communicable diseases, domestic 

violence, HIV knowledge, and 

attitudes toward people living with 

HIV.” 
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The entire exercise, estimated to cost 

over Rs.180 crore, will be completed 

over three years with preliminary data 

likely to be made available by March 

2015. 

  

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-national/tp-

newdelhi/national-family-health-

survey-to-focus-on-lifestyle-

indicators/article5488012.ece 

Date Accessed: 24.12.2013 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

TRANSPORT 

Rail policy 

attracting more 

private investment 

in projects 
(Exim News Service, December 22, 

2013) 
  

It has been learnt that the policies 

targeted to attract private investment 

for the development of rail 

infrastructure have attracted good 

response. The policy for capacity 

addition, reported last December, 

provided five models for schemes like 

development of private freight 

terminals, automobile freight train 

operator, special freight train operator, 

for wagon investment and wagon 

leasing. 
  

The major initiatives taken are: 

1. Railway Ministry has given ‘in 

principle’ approval for rail 

connectivity to the ports of 

Jaigarh, Rewas, Dighi, Astranga, 

Hazira and Tuna. 

2. The line connecting Dhamra port 

has been commissioned. 

3. Two coal connectivity projects 

are being undertaken in 

Chhattisgarh under the policy 

through the joint venture route. 

4. Out 0f 45 proposals received for 

the development of private freight 

terminals as reported, 

notifications for 18 have been 

issued. 

5. 23 private freight terminals were 

given ‘in principle’ approval. 

6. 54 rakes were given approval 

under the liberalised wagon 

investment scheme, out of which 

17 have been procured/inducted 

and are running on the system, as 

per the sources. 
  

http://www.eximin.net/NewsDetails.as

px?name=74344 

Date Accessed : 24.12.2013 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

 Metro project will 

not be financially 

viable till 2051 
(The Times of India, November 29, 

2013) 

  

The Chandigarh Metro project will not 

be financially viable till 2051 in view 

of inadequate projected peak-hour, 

peak-direction traffic (PHPDT). In a 

report to the ministry of urban 

development, which has also been 

given to UT's board hearing objections 

on the draft master plan, the 

Chandigarh and Punjab chapter of the 

Indian Institute of Architects (IIA) 

have quoted the detailed project report 

prepared by the Delhi Metro Rail 

Corporation (DMRC) submitted to the 

administration last year. The expected 

transport demand for 2018 on mass 

transit corridors (north-south and east-

west) is estimated between 7,007 

PHPDT (peak-hour, peak-direction 

traffic) on north-south corridor and 

6,711 PHPDT on east-west corridor. 

This demand is expected to go up to 

31,407 PHPDT and 13,303 PHPDT, 

respectively, by 2041, states the 

report.  But a Metro is most 

economically and feasible only if 

PHPDT is between 40,000-70,000. In 

case of Chandigarh the expected 

figure shall be reached in 2051. 

Therefore, Metro shall not be an 

economically viable proposition to 

tackle the traffic problems of the city.  

 

For Chandigarh Metro project, the 

cross system of network being 

proposed by the DMRC report is not 

suitable for Chandigarh region. 

Moreover, this is one of the most 

inefficient mass rapid transport system 

(MRTS) systems in the world. This 

type of network has hardly been used 

in any major city of the world. 

  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city

/chandigarh/Metro-project-will-not-

be-financially-viable-till-

2051/articleshow/26544889.cms?inten

ttarget=no 

Date Accessed: 23.12.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

ENERGY 

NTPC to set up 

First 800-Mw hydro 

project 
(Business Standard, December 20, 

2013) 
 

This article details the progress of the 

first hydro-project of state-owned 

power generator NTPC Ltd. NTPC 

has begun filling up the reservoir of 

the 800-Megawatt (Mw) Koldam 

project in Himachal Pradesh. The 163-

metre reservoir is likely to be filled 

over the next 11 months leading to the 

commissioning of the project next 

financial year. 

 

“Koldam project, with four units of 

200 Mw each, will provide peaking 

capacity to the Northern grid and 

generate 3,054-Gw-hour electricity 

annually,” the company said in a 

statement. 

 

The project is located on Satluj river 

in Bilaspur district. Around 12 per 

cent of its power would be supplied to 

the host state for free. The rest would 

be transmitted to seven northern 

states. State-owned transmission 

utility Power Grid Corporation 

(PGCIL) is currently laying down the 

transmission network for the project.   

 

The project was planned 12 years ago 

with an estimated investment of Rs 

4,527 crore. However, delays on 

account of “geological surprises” led 

to an estimated 20 per cent cost 

overrun. 
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 http://www.business-

standard.com/article/economy-

policy/ntpc-to-set-up-first-800-mw-

hydro-project-113121900842_1.html 

Date Accessed: 23.12.2013 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

New ICT policy to 

give impetus to IT 

sector in state 
(Business Standard, December 22, 

2013) 

  

The new Information and 

communications technology (ICT) 

policy-2013 aims to promote Odisha 

as an attractive investment destination 

for IT/ITES/ESDM (Electronic 

System Design and Manufacturing) 

companies by providing them with a 

congenial, industry friendly and 

proactive industrial climate. It aims to 

give direct employment to 60,000 

professionals in 800 IT/ITES/ESDM 

units and create a built-up space of 60 

lakh square feet and a developed land 

bank of 2000 acres. 

 

To give boost to the ESDM sector, the 

state government has roped in the 

India Electronics & Semiconductor 

Association (IESA), to prepare the 

roadmap for the sector and soon the 

draft report of raod map is expected to 

be prepared. 

 

About 160 acres of the land in the 

Info-valley area has been earmarked 

for the ESDM industry. The Info-

valley spread over 600 acres of land is 

developed by the Industrial 

Infrastructure Development 

Corporation of Odisha (Idco), where 

IT major Infosys is the anchor tenant. 

 

As many as 12275 people are 

employed in the IT sector in the state 

and the IT exports from Odisha stood 

at 1947.35 crore in 2012-13. 

 

Chief Secretary, Jugal Kishor 

Mohapatra said, promoting investment 

should be reckoned as the national 

duty. "Otherwise, it will not be 

possible to ensure job creation and 

provide people the opportunity to 

increase their income and share the 

prosperity", he added. 

 

http://www.business-

standard.com/article/economy-

policy/new-ict-policy-to-give-

impetus-to-it-sector-in-state-

113122300013_1.html 

Date Accessed : 23.12.2013 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

‘Nirbhaya’ prompts 

Microsoft to launch 

women’s safety app 

Guardian in India 
(Telcom Tiger, December 26, 2013) 

 

Driven by growing incidents of crimes 

against women, particularly the 

Nirbhaya case happened in December 

last year, IT major Microsoft on 

Thursday launched a safety app called 

‘Guardian’ especially for women in 

India. 

 

The app has 'track me' feature which 

allows the friends and family track 

them in real-time. The people in 

distress can use Guardian by pressing 

'SOS' alert button and also connect to 

security agencies, police and hospitals 

easily via this app in times of distress. 

At the same time the SOS button also 

sends emails to buddy email IDs and 

posts to private Facebook groups, if 

registered, Microsoft said. 

 

The phone can be traced even if it is 

broken. The application is capable of 

one touch video recording that may be 

used later as evidence. 

 

The app was developed in Microsoft 

Garage, a global employee innovation 

initiative which offers opportunities to 

the employees to explore new 

innovations and ideas. However, the 

app is available exclusively for 

Windows Phone users in India. 

Nevertheless, it can have helpful 

applications in preventing crimes 

against women. 

 

http://www.telecomtiger.com/Technol

ogy_fullstory.aspx?passfrom=Technol

ogy&storyid=19442&section=S210 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja) 
  

 

 ENVIRONMENT 

Environment 

ministry proposes a 

slew of measures on 

climate change 
(Authint Mail, December 19, 2013) 

 

In a bid to tackle global warming, a 

proposal has been mooted by the 

Environment Ministry to launch a new 

scheme on climate change by 

implementing a slew of measures 

including setting up of an institute in 

the name of Rajiv Gandhi.  

 

The objective of the proposed 'Climate 

Change Action Programme' is to build 

and support capacity at central and 

state level to assess impact of climate 

change on the vulnerable areas 

associated with risks. It will also 

launch studies and projects to address 

the challenge of climate change in all 

dimensions. 

  

The Environment Ministry has also 

asked the Cabinet to undertake and 

augment various activities under the 

scheme including Coordination of 

National Action Plan on Climate 

Change, State Action Plan on Climate 

Change and setting up of and 

autonomous body called Rajiv Gandhi 

National Institute for Climate Change 

Studies and Actions.  

  

It has also proposed to undertake 

activities including National 

Carbonaceous Aerosols Programme, 

Long Term Ecological Observatories 

for Climate Change Studies, 

Coordinated Studies on Climate 

Change for North East Region and 

International negotiations and 

contributions and Capacity Building 

under the 'Climate Change Action 

Programme'.  
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 The proposed Rajiv Gandhi National 

Institute for Climate Change Studies 

and Actions will have four key 

functional areas relate to 

environmental-scientific assessments 

and modelling, economic and legal 

analysis, monitoring and policy 

making, training, capacity building 

and advocacy and database, 

documentation and inventory 

management.  

 

http://www.authintmail.com/article/sci

ence-environment/environment-

ministry-proposes-slew-measures-

climate-change 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

 AGRICULTURE 

Govt approves 

amalgamation of 

State Farm 

Corporation with 

NSC                        
(Indian Awaz, December 26, 2013) 

  

The Cabinet has approved the 

proposal of Department of Agriculture 

to amalgamate State Farm Corporation 

of India with National Seed 

Corporation. The move will serve the 

interests of farmers and the changing 

requirements of agriculture sector in a 

more effective way. 

  

The Cabinet also approved that all 

categories of employees of the 

government who were absorbed in 

Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited 

(MTNL) and opted combined service 

will be given similar treatment in the 

matter of payment of pensionary 

benefits available to absorbed 

employees of BSNL. 

  

http://theindianawaaz.com/index.php?

option=com_content&view=article&i

d=15997&catid=19 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2013 

(Neha Singh) 
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GENDER 

UNFPA report - ‘The 

law, rape and son 

preference: a reality  

check’ 
(Im4change) 
  

According to a recently launched 

report by the United Nations 

Population Fund (UNFPA) - 'The Law 

and Son Preference in India: A Reality 

Check'-  “most Indian laws -- be it 

prevention of dowry law, anti sexual 

assault law or inheritance law-- 

actually go against the women's 

interests. Instead of curtailing gender 

discrimination some laws even 

perpetuate it.” 

  

“Written by senior advocate Kirti 

Singh, the UNFPA report has 

reviewed laws relating to women 

including dowry, inheritance, child 

marriage, sex-selection and sexual 

assault from the point of view of 

gender injustice. It finds that the laws 

themselves, and their interpretation, 

non-implementation or absence, may 

directly or indirectly propagate son 

preference in society. Laws such as 

the Goa Law on Polygamy that 

permits a second marriage for the 

husband when there is no son from the 

first marriage, actually promote 

gender injustice and son preference. 

As a result of gender discrimination, 

child sex ratio, defined as number of 

girls for every 1000 boys in the 0-6 

age group, has worsened over the 

decades.” 

  

While in some cases laws that 

promote gender equality are not 

effectively implemented (such as the - 

Conception and Pre-natal Diagnostic 

Techniques Act and Dowry 

Prohibition Act) by either the central 

or state governments, laws are missing 

in critical areas like honour crimes and 

marital property rights. A separate law 

on honour killings is essential to 

ensure that khap panchayats and 

families victimizing couples are 

brought to book. Since there is 

absence of community of property law 

in India between a husband and a wife 

and the non-financial and financial 

contributions of a woman to a 

household are not recognized, a 

standalone comprehensive legislation 

in this area should be urgently 

enacted, recommends the present 

report. 

  

The report is critical about a section in 

the Sexual Harassment Of Women at 

Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition 

and Redressal) Act, which penalizes 

‘malicious' complaints (made by 

victim woman to the Internal 

Complaints Committee or the Local 

Complaints Committee) and 

complaints, which the complainant 

knows are false. The report opines that 

this goes against the Vishaka 

judgement, which clearly states that 

no action should be taken against a 

woman for making a complaint. 

  

http://www.im4change.org/news-

alerts/the-law-rape-and-son-

preference-a-reality-check-23630.html 

Date Accessed: 24.12.2013 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

REGIONAL 

Smuggling racket 

thickens in Punjab 
 (Chitleen K Sethi, The Indian 

Express, December 23, 2013) 

 

Punjab has emerged as the new hub of 

international smuggling of synthetic 

drugs. Over the last nine months 32 

persons, who are connected to the 

State, have been arrested. Moreover, 

935 kg precursor chemicals (ephedrine 

and pseudoephedrine) and 13 kg 

ready-to-use rave party drugs, 

amounting to around Rs 1,000 crore 

have also been seized. 

 

According to investigators, prepared 

drugs worth at least Rs 600 crore have 

already reached Canada, the UK and 

the Netherlands since 2009. 

 

Punjab has always has been counted 

amongst the top 5 centres in India for 

trade in opium and opium-based 

drugs. However, Punjab has shown the 

highest recovery of heroin in the 

country in five years and has a food 

record of recovery from opium as 

well. 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/p

unjab-smugglers-emerging-source-for-

synthetic-drugs/1210608/0 

Date Accessed: 23.12.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

Chennai's transport 

network speeds 

ahead of US metros 
(Karthikeyan Hemalatha, The 

Times of India, December 18, 2013) 

 

In a comprehensive study of 84 cities 

in the world, titled “Future of Urban 

Mobility 2.0” by US consultant 

Arthur D Little, Chennai is 

applauded for its urban planning 

and its level of development is 

ranked better than some of the 

advanced American cities. The study 

ranks Chennai 54th - ahead of 

Chicago and Los Angeles in the US 

and Johannesburg in South Africa. 

The culture of using public 

transport is the factor which gives 

the city an edge over its 

counterparts, but the burgeoning 

demand comes with the added 

responsibility to supply good quality 

public transport. 
 

The research takes into account 

parameters like share of trips made in 

public transport, smart card 

penetration, road density, frequency of 

public transport and initiatives taken 

in the public sector. Among the six 

Indian cities studied, Chennai comes 

third after Kolkata (31) and Mumbai 

(41) and ahead of Hyderabad (55), 

Bangalore (65) and Delhi (79). The 

study also highlights that European 

cities have the most mature urban 

mobility systems in the world 

followed by those in Latin America . 

North American cities have the lowest 

mobility given their orientation 

towards cars.  

 

“Developing regions are performing 

well due to the low number of cars.  

Urban planning experts reason why 

Chennai fares better than other 

Indian cities and a few American 

cities is because it has a flourishing 
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 culture of using public transport 

though the system may not be 

efficient.”According to Shreya 

Gadepalli, Institute of Transportation 

and Development Policy, Chennai has 

around six lakh cars and about 8% of 

all trips are made in cars. Including 

share autos, about 37% of all trips 

made in Chennai are on public 

transport. The government plans to 

increase this to 47%in 2023 and is on 

the right track." 

 

Hong Kong and Singapore are the 

two cities that have performed well 

and can provide an example for 

Chennai. In Hong Kong, which is 

ranked first, 93 %of all trips are made 

on public transport. “The good public 

transportation integrates good land use 

policies. These cities are most dense 

along the transit corridors taking away 

the need for private vehicles," 

 

As an example of good public 

transport management policy in Hong 

Kong, parking is not allowed in 

buildings less than 500m from a metro 

line. While they have great public 

transport, there is also heavy 

restriction on private vehicles. 

 

Chennai is fast emerging as “one of 

the best connected cities in the 

country.” Several innovative proposals 

are in the offing - including cycle 

sharing systems, introduction of smart 

cards and improvement of footpaths. 

Metropolitan Transport Corporation 

has been trying to put more buses on 

popular routes. The corporation is also 

planning to set up a cycle sharing 

system with 3,500 cycles for the 

public. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city

/chennai/Chennais-transport-network-

speeds-ahead-of-US-

metros/articleshow/27559152.cms?int

enttarget=no 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

  

 

 

LANGUAGE AND 

CULTURE 

Traditional 

knowledge, culture 

can be patented 
(Rupali Mukherjee, Economic 

Times, December 27, 2013) 

 

Traditional Knowledge (TK) and 

Traditional Cultural Expressions 

(TCE) may soon be recognized as a 

form of intellectual property. TK and 

TCEs are innovations and creative 

expressions which reflect a 

community’s social identity are 

products of creative intellectual 

activity, and need to be protected and 

safeguarded to prevent their misuse.  

 

This move has a special relevance for 

India in its pursuit of protecting and 

safeguarding its traditional healthcare 

and rich cultural heritage, given the 

fact that it has faced such disputes in 

the past. The existing intellectual 

property system typically grants 

protection for a limited period to 

inventions and original works by 

named individuals or companies and 

therefore does not protect traditional 

knowledge and cultural expressions. 

 

Traditional art, crafts, music, 

medicine, designs, architecture and 

motifs, which may be in tangible or 

intangible forms, will be considered a 

form of intellectual property. Simply 

put, these are forms in which 

traditional knowledge and culture are 

expressed, communicated and 

manifested, and may include know-

how, skill, innovation, practices and 

learning.  

 

Indian government had earlier set up 

the Traditional Knowledge Digital 

Library to combat misappropriation of 

traditional knowledge. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Bu

siness/India-Business/Traditional-

knowledge-culture-can-be-

patented/articleshow/27994684.cms 

Date Accessed: 27.12.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 
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INTERNATIONAL 

AFFAIRS 

UNHCR report 

warns of unusually 

large numbers of 

forcibly displaced 

this year 
(UNHCR, December, 20 2013) 
 

This article highlights the findings 

of the UNHCR's "Mid-Year Trends 

2013" report. The report released on 

December 20, 2013, describes the 

first half of 2013 as "one of the 

worst periods for forced 

displacement in decades". 

The report said 5.9 million people 

were forced to flee their homes in 

the first six months of the year, 

compared with 7.6 million for all of 

2012. The biggest producer of new 

displacement was Syria. 

 

The report is mainly based on data 

provided by the organization's 120 

plus country offices, and shows 

increases in several important 

indicators, such as the number of 

new refugees: 1.5 million during the 

first six months of 2013 compared 

to 1.1 million for all of 2012. 

Another is people newly displaced 

within their own countries – 4 

million people compared with 6.5 

million for all of 2012. 

 

According to the report, Afghanistan 

remained the world's leading source 

country of refugees overall (2.6 

million), and Pakistan the largest 

refugee-hosting country (1.6 

million). 

 

http://www.unhcr.org/52b310a06.ht

ml 

Date Accessed: 20.12.2013 

(Divashri Mathur)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EAST AND 

SOUTH EAST 

ASIA 
Petrapole, Benapole 

land customs stations 

to be operational 

seven days a week 
(Press Information Bureau, 

December 24, 2013) 

  

Petrapole and Benapole 

(Bangladesh) Land Customs 

Stations (LCS) will now be made 

operational 7 days a week from 1st 

January, 2014. This decision comes 

at the request of Union Minister of 

Textiles Dr. K.S. Rao who wrote to 

Union Finance Minister Shri 

P.Chidambaram about the 

congestion at Bangladesh border. 

Many exporters had raised this issue 

with the Textiles Minister recently. 

“The move will ease off the way for 

trade between the two countries and 

it will especially benefit the textiles 

sectors of both the countries,” said 

Dr. Rao. 

  

The delay in movement of export 

cargo at Petrapole is primarily due 

to infrastructural inadequacies at 

LCS. These issues are being taken 

up with the district administration, 

moreover, “the Land Ports Authority 

of India is building an Integrated 

Check Post (ICP) incorporating state 

of the art infrastructural facilities at 

Petrapole, which is expected to be 

ready by operation in 2014 which 

will further reduce congestion and 

ensure smooth flow of goods being 

exported from India to Bangladesh.” 

  

“The Finance Ministry has taken 

measures to facilitate the trade at 

Petrapole including extended 

working hours for the functioning of 

Customs at Petrapole and aligning 

the weekly holiday with Bangladesh 

so as to provide more working days 

to the trade. The movement of 

trucks carrying export cargo is 

allowed up to the LCS of the 

importing country for discharge of 

cargo. Regular meetings are being 

held between the jurisdictional 

Commissioners of Customs of India 

and Bangladesh as well as meetings 

with trade at the border to address 

issues of concern to the trade. These 

steps are expected to ease out the 

traffic congestion to a large extent.” 

  

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.asp

x?relid=102119 

Date Accessed: 24.12.2013 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

Vietnam’s workforce 

needs new skills for 

continued economic 

modernization, says 

Vietnam 

Development Report 

2014 
(The World Bank, November 29, 

2013) 
 

World Bank’s “The Vietnam 

Development Report 2014”, titled 

“Skilling up Vietnam: Preparing the 

workforce for a modern market 

economy”, projects that the labor 

demand will shift from “manual 

and elementary jobs towards 

more skill-intensive non-manual 

jobs.” This shift will require 

“reorientation of the education 

policy” towards imparting cognitive 

skills that create a skilled workforce 

for the industry. With the literacy 

level in Vietnam reaching fairly 

good level, “the challenge now is to 

create a workforce which is well 

equipped to acquire technical skills 

in university, vocational training 

throughout their working lives.” 

 

The report finds that employers have 

been increasingly demanding “job-

specific technical skills as well as 

cognitive skills, such as problem-

solving and critical thinking, and 

behavioural skills, such as team 

work and communication.” The 

report shows that Vietnam faces 

greater challenges in producing 

advanced skills that will be 

demanded in coming years. 

 

 The research advances a three steps 

plan for a holistic skills strategy for 

Vietnam: 

 

• Step 1: Promoting school readiness 

through early childhood 

development 
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• Step 2: Building the cognitive and 

behavioural foundation in general 

education 

• Step 3: Building job-relevant 

technical skills through a more 

connected system between 

employers, students and universities, 

and vocational schools. 

 

Christian Bodewig, “Rather than 

planning and managing the 

education and training system 

centrally and top-down the role of 

government is to help to ensure a 

better information flow between 

employers, schools and universities 

and students, and to enhance 

capacity and set the right incentives 

by freeing up universities to partner 

more effectively with businesses”.  

 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/

press-release/2013/11/29/vietnams-

workforce-needs-new-skills-for-a-

continued-economic-modernization-

says-vietnam-development-

report2014 

Date accessed: 24.12.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 
 

AFRICA 

Kenya at 50: how 

social media has 

increased the pace 

of change 
 (Mark W Kaigwa, The Guardian, 

December 13, 2013) 

  

Kenya is currently celebrating 50 

years of independence. While this is 

significant year politically, it is also 

arguably the most important year for 

Kenyans in terms of the way social 

media has influenced and enabled 

their political engagement. 

 

The growth in internet penetration in 

Kenya over the five past years has 

been so rapid that it has been 

branded 'silicon savannah'. In the 

social media stakes, Kenyans are 

second only to South Africans in 

Africa for the quantity of tweets 

they put out. 

 

The hate speech that had been 

spoken on Kenya's streets and led to 

post-election violence in 2007 and 

2008, by 2013 had migrated online, 

with the 18 million-strong internet 

population congregating in 

Facebook groups, behind Twitter 

avatars, and online at blogs and 

forums. The 2013 general election is 

not just remembered for the 

televised debates (a first in Kenya) 

but also by Four-square check-ins, 

tweets and images from all over the 

country. And when President 

Kenyatta's win was upheld in the 

Supreme Court, Twitter discussion 

acted as the citizen's gallery outside 

the courtroom. 

 

This year also saw tragedy in the 

form of the Westgate Mall attack. 

The Al-Qaeda linked groupm, Al 

Shabaab, used Twitter in a way that 

in today's digital age, the terrorists 

are as connected and prepared to use 

that connectivity as their victims. 

Kenyans retweeting and responding 

to the militant group didn't realise 

they were playing into their hands 

by amplifying their message when 

traditional media wouldn't. 

 

Kenya's traditional media came 

under fire, again on social media, 

for its ethics when portraying the 

crisis. But the overwhelming power 

of social media has been in its 

ability to unify Kenyans and spread 

a message of solidarity following 

the Westgate attack. Kenya is an 

increasingly connected country and 

after the events of 2013, it is evident 

that how politicians engage with 

citizens and how civil society 

mobilises those same citizens would 

not be the same again. 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/global-

development-professionals-

network/2013/dec/13/kenya-social-

media-mark-

kaigwa?INTCMP=ILCNETTXT348
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Date Accessed: 25.12.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

54% of youth 

jobless in Nigeria 
(Toba Agboola, The Nation, 

December 23, 2013) 

  

About 54 per cent of youth are 

unemployed in Nigeria according to 

the National Bureau of Statistics 

(NBS). 

In its 2012/13 National Baseline 

Youth Survey Report, it said that out 

of the 54 per cent, “young women 

stood at 51.9 per cent compared to 

their young men counterpart with 

48.1 per cent, who are 

unemployed.” It also stated that, out 

of 46,836 youths 42,071 are 

recorded against different types of 

crimes, adding that among the 32 

different crimes committed, 

Marijuana (Indian hemp) smoking 

has the highest figure, representing 

15.7 per cent. This was followed by 

theft and murder with 8.1 and 7.4 

per cent. The least committed crime 

was Immigration/Emigration 

representing 0.04 per cent. 

 

The report said over five million 

youth indicated they were involved 

in conflict resolution at one level of 

governance or the other. Their 

responses showed that most youth, 

about 64.9 per cent were involved in 

conflict prevention at the 

community level, while 30.9 per 

cent got involved at the ward level, 

the report added. 

 

It said:  The objective of the study 

was to provide data for the design 

and development of youth-focused 

programmes by the Federal Ministry 

of Youth Development and other 

partners in the country. Recently, 

the International Labour 

Organisation (ILO) alerted that 

youth unemployment, especially in 

developing countries, has reached a 

crisis point. According to ILO, 

massive unemployment has made 

youth in many countries, tools for 

unscrupulous politicians ready to 

destabilise their countries, which is 

a threat to the socio-economic and 

political health of many countries. 

 

http://thenationonlineng.net/new/54-

of-youths-jobless-says-nbs/ 

Date Accessed: 23.12.2013 

(Anjana John) 
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SECTION 4:  INDIA AND THE WORLD 

 AMERICAS 

Fundamental  

reforms in Mexico 

applauded, may 

bring new 

opportunities for 

India 
(R. Viswanathan, Live Mint, 

26 December, 2013) 

 
The article commends the recent 

developments occurring in 

Mexico, which has achieved the 

status of being the only country to 

have “brought about more 

fundamental reforms in the last 12 

months than any other democratic 

country.” The country has always 

been criticised for headlining issues 

such as drug trafficking, illegal 

immigration and violence. However, 

concentrated efforts of the Mexican 

government have proved successful 

in concentrating political efforts 

towards the “95-point agenda 

under the Pact of Mexico” which 

have passed six major reforms in the 

last 12 months. The recently 

passed energy reforms in Mexico, 

which aims to break monopoly by 

introducing competition for 

higher productivity, will benefit 

India as India has been a major 

importer of Mexican oil. 

 

The reforms were initiated by the 

President of Mexico, Enrique Pena 

Nieto, as a part of the “Pact for 

Mexico” signed by the four major 

political parties of the country. “The 

95-point agenda of the pact has 

already helped in passing six major 

reforms in the last 12 months: (1) 

reform of the educational system, 

(2) legal reform, (3) a 

telecommunications law that limits 

the quasi-monopolistic powers of 

the biggest companies, (4) a tax 

reform increasing the tax for more 

social spending, (5) electoral reform 

and, (6) the energy reform.” 

 

The most historic Bill, the energy 

reform Bill which was passed by 

the Congress on 12 December, 

allows the entry of foreign and 

private investment in the energy 

sector and break the inefficient 

monopoly in the petroleum sector. 

“The new law allows entry of which 

will rejuvenate the energy sector 

with investment and technology. 

The production of oil is expected to 

increase by a million barrels by 

2020 and energy costs for 

consumers and the industry will 

become lower.” 

 

The energy reforms of Mexico are 

good for India as India imports oil 

from Mexico. India is Mexico’s 

third largest market for oil. In 

2012, India imported $2.83 billion 

worth of crude oil from Mexico. As 

Mexico increases its production 

capacity, India can count on Mexico 

as a regular long-term source of 

supply in future. The reform has 

also opened opportunities for Indian 

companies to invest in the Mexican 

oil sector, as they have done in 

Venezuela, Brazil and Colombia.     

 

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/l

Zq3hZ2TJtK6D5UFIEFOnO/Mexic

o-holds-a-mirror-to-India.html 

Date accessed: 26.12.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 
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SECTION 5:  BOOKS & OPINIONS 

OPINIONS 

India subsidising 

privileged more 

than poorest of 

poor: Amartya 

Sen 
(Live Mint, December 19, 2013) 

  

Renowned economist Amartya Sen 

recently said that Indian 

governments were subsidising 

“privileged consumers” more than 

the “poorest of the poor” even as he 

noted the positives in the growth 

rate the country has managed to 

attain. 

  

despite a better growth rate than 

some other countries across the 

globe, India lags behind in terms of 

public revenue. 

  

Noting that 2% of the nation’s GDP 

is spent on power subsides, the 

Nobel laureate said “It is remarkable 

they say that, when the Indian power 

grid failed, 600 million people were 

plunged into darkness. Of that, 200 

million never had any electricity 

connection at all. That did not get 

any media attention.” 

  

He quoted Adam Smith as he noted 

that had India’s growth rate is at 5 to 

9% and hence the public revenue 

should have been growing at 9 to 

12%, which is not the case. 

  

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/X

6ytZ42JsW4tvKPi6IgqPM/India-

subsidising-privileged-more-than-

poorest-of-poor-Amar.html 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 
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