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Cover Story 
 

WORLD DEVELOPMENT REPORT, 2013 

 

 

Entrepreneurship – the way forward? 

 
Note:  This is the second part of a three part cover story based on the World Development Report. While Part I focused on jobs, in this 

issue we focus on entrepreneurship 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The growth of micro-and small enterprises in Latin America and West Africa in recent times reflects that “most microenterprises with 

at least two years of operations remain at their start-up employment levels. Embedded in the pessimism of the conventional wisdom is 

the idea that entrepreneurial ability and skills cannot be easily transferred, especially not to adults with limited formal education.” 

“The wide dispersion of productivity across firms, including across microenterprises, suggests, however, that reality is somewhere in 

between the optimistic and the pessimistic views: survivorship may be dominant, but entrepreneurship is unlikely to be missing 

altogether.” 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can entrepreneurship be fostered? 
 

In developing countries, self-employment is prevalent and it is the micro- and small enterprises that are a major source of livelihood 

for the low-skilled workers. But the report discusses that micro- and small enterprises account for the bulk of the employment 

even in the middle-income countries. “Their share is often underestimated, because economic censuses and plant-level surveys 

rarely cover the informal segment of the economy, where businesses are especially small. But data from household and labor force 

surveys that are representative of the entire population provide a different picture. These small enterprises play a significant role in 

employment and manufacturing. 

“Entrepreneurship combines innovative 

capacity to put new ideas into effect with 

managerial capacity to increase a firm’s 

efficiency within the limits of known 

technology.”  A successful entrepreneur is 

defined as someone with a high potential 

to “create a single additional job” where 

total employment would increase 

especially in the low-income countries. 

Therefore, the capacity to acquire skills 

and apply them to business is one of the 

most important characteristics of a 

successful entrepreneur. Potentially skilled 

entrepreneurs would require basic access 

to infrastructure and financial resources, 

the perfect “investment climate”.  
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The above figure shows the employment share of microenterprises is greater in developing countries.  

 

 

“An emerging literature confirms the importance of management practices in explaining firm productivity. Although much of the  

focus is on large firms, recent studies have turned their attention to how innovation in small and medium firms takes place.” It is the 

basic training facilities, financial literacy and basic management skills that eventually lead up to an improved business outcome and 

job creation. The large firms are considered to be more innovative than the smaller firms. This is because the large firms tend to invest 

more in machinery and hire highly-educated workers. These large firms are engaged in activities of development of new product lines, 

introducing new technology, opening and closing plants, and most importantly outsourcing and collaborating with foreign companies 

in joint ventures. The additional benefits of a large firm are that, they are able to produce more due to the large labour distribution as 

the firms are able to pay higher wages to their labour as compared to the small firms. The integration in supply chains and 

conglomeration of large firms with the foreign firms has been receiving much attention as the potential source of knowledge gets 

transferred. “Indian entrepreneurs returning from Silicon Valley made Bangalore a hub of the information technology industry.” The 

report cites the example of the garment industry in Bangladesh as evidence to the importance of learning from abroad.  

 

Therefore, the “Entrepreneurial skills, measured by the education of business owners and their participation in training, explain a large 

share of the differences in productivity across firms and regions in developing countries. Yet markets fail to nurture entrepreneurship, 

because knowledge spill-overs imply that some of the returns to acquiring or developing new managerial ideas are appropriated by 

others.”  
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“In developing countries, the dispersion of productivity and growth prospects across firms is further widened by the large number of 

microenterprises, many of which are barely more than a means of subsistence for the poor. 

A majority of these microenterprises have limited capital and often even lack a fixed address.” In the middle-income countries, the 

weak performance of the micro-and small enterprises is driven by factors such as limited access to “credit and policy-induced barriers 

to access technologies and markets, than by limited capacity.” For example, in Latin American countries, the entrants of self-

employment are usually workers who have accumulated the human and physical capital to be able to begin a start-up after working for 

a wage or a salary. “A very small group of microenterprises actually displays a strong performance. This group bears similarities with 

the so-called “gazelles” of industrial countries—high-growth companies whose revenues increase by at least 20 percent annually for 

four years or more. In industrial countries, the term “gazelle” is used for companies starting from a revenue base of at least US$1 

million, which makes them very big by developing-country standards.” For example, India’s Tata Group that transformed from a 

Mumbai-based, family-owned trading firm to a multi-national conglomerate that now comprises 114 companies and subsidiaries 

across 8 business sectors across several continents. The development experience of the garment industry in Bangladesh suggests that 

“entrepreneurship can be fostered by exposure to advanced management practices and technologies. But whether managerial capacity 

can be improved through management training is more debatable. Creativity, foresight, and risk taking are key elements of any 

innovative process, but the question is whether they can be diffused and nurtured.” 

 

Given the different capabilities among business owners, “proper targeting is crucial to ensure positive returns to publicly funded 

programs.” “If the overall investment climate is not conducive to private sector growth, however, targeted training programs for better 

business skills will most likely return meager results.” 
 

 

 

 



 

 

SECTION 1: THE ECONOMY 

 

Marketing Brand 

India 
(Kishan S Rana, Business Standard, 

3 August, 2013) 
 
The World Bank’s comparative report 

shows, a two pronged strategy of, a) a 

strong policy framework within the 

country and b) marketing Brand India 

as a lucrative destination for foreign 

inflows on the global front, is 

suggested. However, the latter has not 

received its due attention in India. The 

Indian Investment Centre, run by the 

finance ministry used to handle FDI 

promotion but was wound up in the 

early 1990s. 

 
Three models of self promotion by 

countries have been identified. First, a 

ministry-diplomatic model: UK has 

Investment representatives within 

embassies, handling the country's 

economic diplomacy and investments. 

Second, Ireland, Mauritius and 

Singapore use dedicated agencies for 

investment promotion, working 

closely with embassies. Third, a loose 

framework where economic ministries 

and embassies handle promotion; 

China has provinces that send 

delegates around the world. 

 
For marketing Brand India, embassies 

can work along with the Foreign 

Investment Promotion Board as they 

have the requisite capacity, contacts 

and credibility. Regular and 

computerised customer feedback 

mechanism as implemented by 

Canada should also be encouraged. 
 
http://www.business-

standard.com/article/opinion/how-

india-needs-better-advocacy-to-

mobilise-more-fdi-

113080300852_1.html 
Date accessed: 05.07.2013 
(Mahima Malik) 
 

 

 

 

Viable Commission 

Policies to Follow 

with Broking Firms  
(Leovin Cent , Artipot, 7 August, 

2013) 
 
Broking firms provide a gamut of 

services under the broad term of 

“broking”. They bring technical 

information in transactions and lead to 

convenience. However, participants in 

the Indian market have steered clear 

from using the services of such firms 

due to the commission they charge as 

well as the difficulties in settlement of 

these payments. Numerous investor 

friendly policies are thus being 

implemented to increase the customer 

base of such firms. 

 

The purchase and sale of stocks is now 

done through demat accounts which 

electronically hold certificates of 

stocks. The broker takes his 

commission through such demat 

accounts. There have been two 

policies to settle the payment of 

commission - a) a fixed commission 

account in which the broker charges 

for every transaction made, and b) a 

fee based account where a broker 

charges a fixed percent of the return 

from the transactions. A relatively 

new policy namely the margin based 

account is developed where the 

broking firm provides a loan to the 

investor. In case the value of the stock 

drops significantly low, the investor is 

called upon to give in more cash or 

sell a part of his stock.  

  

Such measures are expected to 

increase the popularity of broking 

firms and bring efficiency in 

transactions. 

 

 

http://www.artipot.com/articles/16235

80/viable-commission-policies-to-

follow-with-broking-firms-in-

india.htm 

Date accessed :07.07.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 
 

 

Why a Rail Tariff 

Authority is 

Welcome 
(ET Bureau, The Economic Times, 5 

August, 2013) 

 

The Central Government has decided 

to expedite the process of setting up 

the Rail Tariff Authority through an 

executive order after it got the in-

principle nod from the Cabinet. The 

new authority would be formed after 

making amendments in Railway 1989 

Act. The RTA would suggest the floor 

level of tariff for the freight and the 

passenger fares from time to time, 

taking into account the input costs and 

volatile market conditions. It would 

mark the delinking of railways' 

financial health from politics.  

 

The decision has been welcomed by 

many since it has been long argued 

that lack of independent tariff setting 

and proper fixation of charges was 

preventing the overhaul of railways. 

The tariff revision is expected to rev 

up the quality of rail services, improve 

safety and step up much-needed 

investment.  

 

The railways is hugely dependent on 

subsidies and is losing Rs. 25,000 

crore in the passenger segment as it 

has not been able to hike passenger 

tariffs in accordance with the increase 

in the input cost due to political 

considerations. The passenger fare-

freight rate ratio is 0.3:1 in India 

versus 1.3:1 in China. “The practice of 

jacking up freight rates to subsidize 

passenger travel actually means huge 

inefficiencies right across the board, at 

massive national cost and thoroughly 

suboptimal rail services.” The 

institutionalization of the Authority 

will prove be an efficient way of 

rationalizing the losses suffered and 

the huge subsidies. 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/

opinion/editorial/why-a-rail-tariff-

authority-is-

welcome/articleshow/21608195.cms 

Date Accessed: 7.8.2013 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/how-india-needs-better-advocacy-to-mobilise-more-fdi-113080300852_1.html
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SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

 

POLITICS AND 

GOVERNANCE  

 

What India Can 

Learn from 

Bangladesh’s 

Jamaat-e-Islami 

Ban? 
(Praveen Swami, Firstpost, 3 

August, 2013) 

 

In a landmark ruling, Bangladesh's 

largest Islamist party, Jamaat-e-Islami, 

was barred from contesting next year's 

elections when judges declared its 

Charter breached the secular 

Constitution.   

 

The verdict has come at a time when 

the party has also been facing pressure 

from protestors who have demanding 

ban on the party for its role during 

1971 Liberation War, where it sided 

with Pakistan, opposed liberation of 

the country and committed crimes 

against humanity. Early this year, 

several top party leaders were 

sentenced to be hanged by a special 

War Crimes Tribunal for their 

involvement.  

 

The author states that the judgment 

upholds an important principle: “that 

democracy can’t cede space to forces 

committed to destroying it. It’s a 

lesson that nations across our region 

need to learn.”  

 

In the Indian context, although the 

Supreme Court in 1994 mandated 

Secularism as a norm in national life 

but governments and parties have 

openly expressed exclusionary 

religious agenda. Reference can be 

made to the recent Rajasthan 

government order which prohibits 

giving cash awards to sportspersons 

linked to religious-chauvinist groups 

and was severely criticized by 

Fundamentalist parties.   

 

The author argues that India faces the 

choice of adopting either of the two 

models of governance prevalent in 

South Asia. “There’s Pakistan, where 

leaders dragged God out on to the 

streets—with catastrophic 

consequences. Then, there’s 

Bangladesh, which is showing that it’s 

possible to step away from the abyss.”  

The author concludes that Bangladesh 

has laid down the foundation that 

polities must be founded on law-based 

citizenship, and not ties of religion or 

ethnicity and India faces this choice, 

too.   

 

http://www.firstpost.com/world/what-

india-can-learn-from-bangladeshs-

jamaat-e-islami-ban-1007303.html 

Date accessed: 04.08.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

 Growth Model for 

Telangana  

(G K Reddy,The Hindu, 15 

Jaunuary, 2010) 

(Hanumantha Rao,The Hindu, 8 

January,2007) 

 
The Congress Working Committee’s 

resolution for the partition of Andhra 

Pradesh amidst opposition gave India 

its 29
th

 state, Telangana. Two major 

issues, namely the disputed position of 

Hyderabad and sharing of river waters 

from irrigation projects arise in post 

separation. Its supporters, charged by 

‘sentiments’ believe that 

‘development’- in terms of equal 

opportunities and distribution of 

resources was not possible in an 

integrated state.      

BJP leader G K Reddy, supporting the 

partition, gave an alternative growth 

model for Telangana under following 

heads-     

 

   Economies of small states: an 

increase in GSDP – Statistics 

from Ministry of Statistics and 

Programme Implementation 

reveal that there has been an 

increase in GDP for states from 

1999-2000 (when small states 

were created) till 2007-2008. 

Jharkhand, Chhatisgarh and 

Uttaranchal recorded more than 

100 per cent, 150 per cent and 

180 per cent increase respectively. 

 Also, the growth rate of GSDP of 

states from which the smaller 

states were carved out has been 

increasing negating the claim that 

new and smaller states grow at the 

expense of the parent state. For 

instance, contributions of UP, 

Bihar and MP have been 

increasing and Chhatisgarh 

accounted for an impressive 

increase of 0.64 percent in the 

national GDP. 

 ·Capital Politics: A pragmatic 

financial package – Final status of 

Hyderabad remains disputed as 

both Andhra and Rayalaseema 

want to have access to its 

benefits, however Reddy argues 

that such a stance would shatter 

its global image. A special and 

pragmatic financial package must 

be planned for a new state capital 

of the non- Telangana region. 

 ·Dynamics of water distribution: 

The factors for scientifically 

judged projects like percentage of 

the catchment area that lies in the 

region, region’s population, 

projected usage of water for 

industry, and the physical 

contours of the region through 

which the river flows must be 

examined while deciding on 

distribution of water between two 

areas. The leader also suggested 

that the project in Kaleswaram be 

pursued along with three smaller 

step- dams between Yellampalli 

and Sriramsagar with a realistic 

State-level river-interlinking plan. 

 

Hanumantha Rao, Chairman, Centre 

for Economic and Social Studies, 

Hyderabad says that Andhra had 

sidelined the issue of regional 

development. The Telangana Regional 

Committee (TRC) was formed with 

elected representatives with the 

responsibility to assess the available 

resources and allocate them to ensure 

proper development of the region. But 

in 1973, it was abolished and Regional 

Planning and Development 

Committees were constituted which 

were not accountable to the elected 

representatives. But these Committees 

too have been abolished. There is 

virtually no mechanism now for 

regional planning.  

 

Regional planning or a separate state: 

The finance commission’s transfer to 

http://www.firstpost.com/author/praveen
http://www.firstpost.com/world/what-india-can-learn-from-bangladeshs-jamaat-e-islami-ban-1007303.html
http://www.firstpost.com/world/what-india-can-learn-from-bangladeshs-jamaat-e-islami-ban-1007303.html
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states gives a weight of 25 percent to 

population and 75 percent weight to 

per capita income of the state. Andhra 

has been the highest recipient of this 

assistance. Large, heterogeneous states 

have reported poorly in the regional 

development model and small states 

have performed well. 

 

There is also an urgent need for a 

whole new round of land and socio 

economic reforms; there lies great 

scope and responsibility on the new 

state considering that more than 70 

percent of the Telangana population 

belongs to marginalised social groups. 

 

http://www.hindu.com/2007/01/08/sto

ries/2007010801931000.htm 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-

ed/telangana-inevitable-and-

desirable/article80961.ece 

Date accessed : 03.07.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

Maintaining 

Secular Sanctity: A 

Non-Hindu can 

Now Head the Bodh 

Gaya Temple 

Committee 
       (The Hindu, 1 August, 2013) 

 
The Bihar Assembly passed the Bodh 

Gaya Temple Management Bill by the 

voice vote paving the way for a non 

Hindu to head the Mahabodhi Temple 

committee. Earlier, the nine member 

committee was composed of four 

Hindus, four Buddhists and a Hindu 

District Magistrate as its head. In case 

the original DM was a non Hindu, the 

Chief Minister used to transfer a 

Hindu official of equivalent rank. 
 
The latest amendment that a non 

Hindu can head the Gaya Temple 

Committee will be instrumental in 

maintaining the secular sanctity of the 

government position. Chief Minister 

Nitish Kumar said that the DM holds a 

government position which must not 

be linked to any religion. 
 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-national/tp-newdelhi/now-

nonhindu-can-head-bodh-gaya-

temple-committee/article4976293.ece 
Date accessed: 03.07.2013 
(Mahima Malik) 
 

BSNL Unlikely To 

Post Profit Before 

2018  
(Shauvik Ghosh & Joji Thomas 

Philip, Mint, 7 August, 2013) 

 

In a presentation to a group of 

ministers, Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd. 

(BSNL), the loss making state run 

company has said it is unlikely to 

report a profit until at least 2018 even 

if they get the Rs. 15,000 crore bailout 

package sought from the government. 

Without government aid, BSNL is like 

to entirely erode its net worth in 

another five years. 

 

With the bailout package, BSNL will 

accumulate losses of around 

Rs.11,700 crore by 2018 before it 

hopes to be able to post a profit before 

tax of Rs.35 crore in the year ending 

March 2018.  

 

These projections in the presentation 

hinge on the company retaining its 

current market share over the next five 

years and being able to invest in 

expanding its network and services. 

 

The company has seen a steady 

decline in net worth since 2010, when 

it reported a loss of Rs.1,823 crore, the 

first since it was carved out of the 

government’s telecom department in 

October 2000. 

 

In 2009, a panel consisting of 

technocrat Sam Pitroda and banker 

Deepak Parekh had recommended that 

the government sell a 30% stake in the 

company to the public and also cut its 

staff by 100,000. The government had 

failed to act on these proposals despite 

the BSNL board approving the same, 

stalling its revival plan. 

 
http://www.livemint.com/Industry/Bo

4vlHhKVOYJ5SBNilOwGP/BSNL-

unlikely-to-post-profit-before-

2018.html  

Date Accessed: 07.08.2013 

(Gayatri Verma) 

 

 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

World Bank’s 

Multi-Billion 

Programme in 

India may Reduce 

Poverty 

(dna India, 12 Apr 2013) 
 

The World Bank has come out with a 

multi-billion (USD12-20 billion) four-

year plan aimed at bringing down 

poverty levels in seven low-income 

Indian states, where majority of India's 

poor live, to just 5.5% in 2030 against 

29.8% in 2010. The seven low-income 

states are Bihar, Chhattisgarh, 

Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, 

Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh. 

 

“World bank's Country Partnership 

Strategy (CPS) for India (2013-2017) 

proposing a lending programme of 

USD 3 billion to USD 5 billion each 

year over the next four years was 

discussed by its Board of Executive 

Directors.Under the proposal, 60% of 

the financing will go to state 

government-backed projects and 30% 

of total lending, will go to low-income 

or special category states (where 

public services face high delivery 

costs).” 

 

According to the Bank, under the 

proposals the IFC will invest in areas 

such as innovative renewable and 

green projects, processed food, 

logistics and infrastructure, agriculture 

business, and finance and insurance. 

 

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/18216

29/report-world-bank-proposes-multi-

billion-programme-in-india-to-reduce-

poverty 

Date Accessed: 05.08.2013           

(Neha Singh) 
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PANCHAYATI 

RAJ 

What Troubles 

Panchayati Raj? 
(Rahul Banerjee, Economic and 

Political Weekly, 27 July, 2013) 

 

It has been two decades since the 73
rd

 

Constitutional Amendment 

institutionalized Panchayati Raj as the 

mandatory third tier of governance in 

India. But due to the lack of extensive 

devolution of functions, functionaries 

and funds, most Panchayati Raj 

Institutions (PRIs) show poor 

performance. 

 

The main problem is the reluctance of 

state governments to devolve powers 

and functions in true spirit of the 

Constitution to strengthen PRIs. “Even 

the better performing state 

governments of Kerala and West 

Bengal have retained substantial 

control of functionaries and funds 

have made PRIs subservient to 

them.”At the same time, it is to be 

noted that the state governments have 

limited powers for devolution 

compared to the central government in 

the Indian system. 

 

The clash of political interests 

between state governments and PRIs 

remains unaddressed. The awareness 

and mobilisation of politicians and 

people at the PRI level is also very 

less. The lack of man power and poor 

infrastructure add to the inefficiency 

of PRIs. 

 

The author suggests a three-way 

dialogue between central, state and 

PRI level politicians for effective 

devolution and for true local self 

governance. “A drastic reorganisation 

and redesigning of the political and 

administrative system at the state level 

is also required in order to 

accommodate PRIs more effectively.” 

 

http://www.epw.in/system/files/pdf/20

13_48/30/What_Ails_Panchayati_Raj.

pdf 
 

Date Accessed: 02.08.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

Foreign Vendors 

Won’t Share Design 

Details of Telecom 

Equipment 
(Sandeep Joshi, The Hindu, 6 

August, 2013) 

 
Department of Telecom (DoT) has set 

up ‘Telecom Testing and Security 

Certification Centre’ (TTSCC)  at the 

Indian Institute of Science (IISc), 

Bangalore, to address security issues, 

foreign vendors have now refused to 

share their design details with the 

premier academic institute as it could 

hurt their business interests. It will 

also hurt India’s preparedness 'towards 

creating the ‘Telecom Security 

Directorate’ as mandated by the 

National Security Council. 

 

“In 2001, the Centre had asked the 

DoT to ensure that all telecom service 

providers (TSPs) should induct only 

‘safe to connect’ telecom equipment in 

their network, besides ensuring annual 

security audit of all TSPs. At present, 

the testing of equipment in India is 

dependent on unreliable methods of 

self-certification by operators. The 

government levies a fine of just a few 

crores if a network is not found 

compliant with security norms. The 

fine is too little compared to the risk 

involved, keeping in mind India’s 

strategic priorities and requirements.” 

 

Following this report, the National 

Security Council had highlighted the 

fear of attacks on telecom networks 

and stealing of sensitive information 

and data and demanded multiple-level, 

robust testing facilities, which may 

include additional testing requirements 

beyond those specified by [foreign] 

manufacturers. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/nation

al/foreign-vendors-wont-share-design-

details-of-telecom-

equipment/article4993082.ece 

Date Accessed: 07.08.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

 

MINORITY 

AFFAIRS 

 

 Share of Muslims 

Falls in Indian 

Police Forces  
(Zeeshan Shaik, The Indian Express, 

06 August, 2013) 

 

The representation of the Muslim 

community has fallen in the police 

forces of about a third of India's 35 

states and union territories in the last 

six and a half years. The report 

submitted in November 2006 by the 

Sachar committee pointed to the poor 

representation of Muslims in the 

police force. The government 

subsequently reaffirmed its 

commitment to increasing their share. 

Data from the National Crime Records 

Bureau (NCRB) show that this has not 

happened. “In 2007, there were 1.01 

lakh Muslims in the country's police 

— 7.55 per cent of what was then a 

13.4 lakh strong force. By 2012, the 

force had grown over 24 per cent to 

16.7 lakh, but Muslim representation 

had actually fallen by one percentage 

point to 6.5 per cent.” 

 

 The Prime Minister's 15-point 

programme for welfare of minorities 

asks states to give special 

consideration to minorities while 

recruiting police personnel. “The 

worst performing states on this count 

have been Rajasthan and Assam, 

where the number of Muslim police 

personnel fell in absolute terms by 56 

per cent during 2007-12. Assam, 

nearly 31 per cent of whose 

population is Muslim, had 2,388 

Muslim police personnel in 2012, 

making up just about 4 per cent of the 

force. There were only 871 Muslims 

in the Rajasthan police in 2012.” 

Experts say that the numbers may be 

seen as amounting to a case for 

reservation for Muslims in the police. 

 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/

more-cops-in-india-but-share-of-

muslims-falls/1151661/0 

Date Accessed: 06.08.2013 

(Anjana John) 
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SOCIAL AND 

ECONOMIC 

EXCLUSION 

 

Centre to Test 

Incentives for 

Government Staff 

in Naxal-Hit Areas 
(Yogima Seth Sharma, ET Bureau, 

New Delhi, 2 August, 2013) 

 

The centre will soon initiate a pilot 

project, aimed at incentivizing 

government services in areas affected 

by Left wing extremism. This will 

cover 900 blocks, across 9 states, 

representing the central India tribal 

belt namely, Gujarat, Assam, Madhya 

Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Bihar, 

Jharkhand, Odhisa, Tamil Nadu and 

Karnataka, that are currently affected 

by Left wing extremism. Majority of 

the tribal population from the 

mentioned areas are engaged in some 

primitive form of agriculture. The 

centre has allocated Rs 11500 crore 

for Tribal Social welfare schemes 

across India during the current fiscal 

year.Limited government control over 

the strong hold of Maoist rebels in 

these areas have resulted into 

generation of 50% of vacant positions 

in the government jobs in these areas, 

further rising to 80% in some pockets, 

as per the estimates. 

 

Thus in order to address this situation, 

the government is taking an initiative 

to incentivize these government 

services by providing certain benefits 

to the employee who are ready to 

serve for atleast 3 years in these areas 

by providing them with an opportunity 

of pursuing higher studies in either 

Cambridge or Oxford. In addition to 

this, free education to children, health 

insurance cover and higher salary will 

also be provided as per the plan 

chalked out by National Advisory 

Council (NAC).  

 

"There is a need to incentivize people 

to go and work in sensitive areas. 

However, differential pay alone is not 

the best way and we feel that the 

government should also consider 

giving them additional facilities, like 

educating their children, providing 

them with health insurance as well as 

life insurance and providing them with 

accommodation for the extra risk that 

they are taking to go to areas which 

are otherwise underserviced," said 

Mihir Shah, head of the working 

group on reforms in governance at 

NAC. 

 

In addition, another NAC member, N 

C Saxena said, “We can also look at 

giving them at least 33% higher salary 

than their peers in non-tribal areas as 

has been done in the past.” 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/

news/economy/policy/centre-to-test-

incentives-for-government-staff-in-

naxal-hit-

areas/articleshow/21543115.cms 

Date Accessed : 02.08.2013 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

India Scores Poor 

in Social Protection 

Index: Asian 

Development Bank 

Report  

 Kirthi V. Rao, Livemint,  4 July, 

2013) 

 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

report on social protection analyzes 

comprehensive 2009 data on 

government social protection 

programs in 35 countries in Asia and 

the Pacific. The ADB used its Social 

Protection Index to help assess the 

nature and the effectiveness of these 

programs, as well as to facilitate cross-

country comparisons.  

 

Social protection in ADB’s 2001 

Social Protection Strategy is defined 

as a ‘set of policies and programs 

designed to reduce poverty and 

vulnerability by promoting efficient 

labor markets, diminishing people’s 

exposure to risks, and enhancing their 

capacity to protect themselves against 

hazards and interruption/loss of 

income.’  

 

The Social Protection Index results 

suggest that, despite steep GDP gains 

in recent decades, the majority of 

countries in Asia and the Pacific, 

particularly those that have graduated 

to middle-income status have not 

correspondingly strengthened their 

systems of social protection. 

 

‘India spent 1.7% of its GDP on social 

protection schemes in 2009 while 

Japan was ranked highest in the Asia 

and Pacific region, with 8% of GDP 

being spent on programmes such as 

pensions, health coverage and 

unemployment insurance. China was 

found to have spent 5.4% through 

social assistance programmes such as 

a minimum living allowance extended 

to the urban and rural poor.’ India’s 

rural jobs programme, Mahatma 

Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee, accounted for 38% of all 

social protection spending, the ADB 

report found. However, India scored 

low on assistance to the disabled, and 

social insurance such as pensions, 

insurance and disaster relief. 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/ns3n

OYddhbXcdmskUJ8aBM/ADB-

social-protection-report-India-behind-

Timor-Leste-and-N.html 

Date Accessed: 04.08.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

 

HEALTH 

 

Supreme Court 

Agrees To Examine 

Drug Pricing Policy 

Framed By Govt 

(New Delhi, The Indian Express,6 

August,  2013) 
 

In response to the petition challenging 

the policy on fixing the prices of 

essential medicines in India, the 

Supreme Court has agreed to examine 

the new national pharmaceutical 

pricing policy framed by the 

Government. 
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According to the assessment done by 

the petitioner after analysing the 

market price, price fixed by 

Government and the cost of 

production of drug, the “ margin of 

profit for manufacturers and dealers 

has become 10 per cent to 1300 per 

cent of the cost of manufacture of the 

drug,” reported the bench. The court 

has directed the Central Government 

not to form a pharma policy which 

may cause increase in the price of 

essential drugs “making them beyond 

the reach of common man and any 

formula for price fixation which goes 

against common man should be 

quashed.” 

 

A bench headed by Justice G S 

Singhvi has asked the Central 

Government to file its response to the 

petition and has “pulled up the 

Government for not taking any 

decision on bringing more drugs under 

the price control after 1999 and during 

the pendency of case before it for the 

last 10 years” despite various 

committees including parliamentary 

committee deliberating on the issue. 

 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/s

upreme-court-agrees-to-examine-

drug-pricing-policy-framed-by-

govt/1151848/ 

(Date Accessed 07.08.2013) 

Junty Sharma Pathak 

  

 

Govt. Plans 

‘Endgame’ Strategy 

to Counter Tobacco 

Consumption 
(Vidya Krishnan, Mint, 2 August, 2013) 

 

“Banning the sale of tobacco products 

to people born after 2000, the 

introduction of non-addictive 

cigarettes, the imposition of quotas on 

tobacco sales and imports—these are 

some of the strategies Indian 

policymakers are considering as part 

of a “tobacco endgame”, a mission to 

reduce, if not eradicate, its 

consumption.” 

 

Such steps will enhance measures 

already in place, such as the recent 

ban on consumption of gutkha—

flavoured chewing tobacco—and a 

blackout of advertising on cigarettes 

and other products made out of the 

leaf. The government has also made it 

mandatory for cigarette packs to carry 

graphic images of damage done by 

smoking in addition to health 

warnings.  

 

The Global Adult Tobacco Survey, 

2012 reveals that tobacco kills nearly 

six million people every year 

worldwide, of which more than 

600,000 are non-smokers exposed to 

second-hand smoke. The United 

Nations and World Health 

Organization (WHO) are seeking to 

reduce by 30% India’s tobacco 

prevalence by 2025 from current 

levels and a 25% cut in mortality 

related to non-communicable diseases 

by 2040 as part of the “endgame” 

strategy which aims at eliminating all 

forms of tobacco consumption by 

latter half of the century.  

 

In India, 34.6% of all adults use 

tobacco in some form, whereas only 

5.7% smoked cigarettes. The 

discriminatory and steep taxes on the 

cigarette form of tobacco have 

reduced its consumption and is 

pushing consumers towards cheaper 

and revenue-inefficient forms of 

tobacco or to tax-evaded contraband 

and as a result, overall tobacco 

consumption in India has gone up, 

defeating the very objective of tobacco 

control. 

 

Countries worldwide have adopted 

various strategies to curb tobacco 

consumption. However, Industry 

executives say policies being adopted 

abroad to curb tobacco consumption 

may not suit India since consumption 

patterns are very unique and is 

dominated by non-cigarette products. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/J6t8

0H0djgDPuLZGjRvUiO/Government-

planning-endgame-strategy-to-

counter-tobacco-co.html 
 

Date Accessed: 03.08.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

NAC’s 

Recommendations 

on Private Help in 

Medical Sector 

Revealed 
(T.K. Rajalakshmi, Frontline, 9 

August, 2013) 
 
Drawing its inspiration from the 

Twelfth Five-Year Plan’s definition of 

universal health coverage as ensuring 

equitable access to all Indians 

regardless of gender, income or social 

status, the National Advisory 

Council  headed by UPA chairperson 

Sonia Gandhi, push for Public-Private 

Partnerships in the health delivery 

system as well as increasing private 

sector’s role in insurance schemes to 

‘unlock supply constraints’. However, 

the suggestion has been termed as 

‘inadequate considering no built-in 

measures to ensure accountability’ and 

criticized for accepting health 

expenditure to GDP targeted at 1.8 

percent instead of the much argued 2.5 

percent. 
 

The Jan Swasthya Abhiyan, a 

coalition working on health, feels that 

the NAC recommendations are 

contradictory and that some of its 

propositions are unjustified. They 

argue that NAC Report is silent on the 

urgent need to regulate the 

pharmaceutical industry and on the 

need to put an end to capitation fees 

charged by private medical colleges. 
 

One good aspect in the 

recommendations is the revisiting of 

conditions that are at present in force 

for sanction of funds by the Centre to 

the States. The NAC document 

recognizes that per capita public 

expenditure on health in India is 

among the lowest in the world. 
 
http://www.frontline.in/the-

nation/private-care/article4945224.ece 
Date accessed : 03.07.2013 
(Mahima Malik) 
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Injectible Polio 

Vaccine: India’s 

Final Tool in its 

Fight against Polio 

(The Economist, 19 July, 2013) 
 
Injectible Polio Vaccine (IPV) has 

found a new producer in Cyrus 

Poonawalla, the founder of Serum 

Institute which is the world’s number 

one producer of measles and DTP 

(diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis) 

vaccines. IPV is safer as it does not 

carry live virus but is relatively 

expensive than other vaccines in 

general. 

 
As a ‘gesture of philanthropy’, the 

Institute has decided to supply the 

vaccine at a lower cost and 

temporarily operate at a loss. The 

extremely low price of the IPV is 

expected to bring in reaction from big 

pharma companies.“Unless a 

manufacturer from the developing 

world challenges the status quo, there 

will not be a cheaper option”, says Mr. 

Poonawalla. 
 
India has taken a great leap forward in 

eradicating polio. More than 150,000 

cases were recorded in 1985, and with 

no new case since the past three years, 

the Global Polio Eradication Initiative 

will formally declare India polio-free 

in January 2014. 
 
http://www.technet-

21.org/index.php/resources/news/4304

-polio-vaccines-injecting-competition 
Date accessed: 01.07.2013 
(Mahima Malik) 
 

Incentives for States 

with Low Neo-Natal 

Deaths             
(Press Information Bureau, 07 

August, 2013) 

 
As per the ‘State of the World’s 

Mothers 2013 report’ marking the 

highest, an estimated 3,09,000 

newborns die on their first day in 

India. Identifying that there is no 

proposal to give incentives to states 

which have controlled neo-natal 

deaths, the National Rural Health 

Mission has implemented the 

following interventions to reduce neo 

natal deaths in the country. 

 

 Strengthening of Facility based 

New-born Care through 

establishment of Sick Newborn 

Care Units (SNCU) at district 

level and Newborn Stabilization 

Units (NBSUs) at First Referral 

Unit and Newborn Care Corners 

at all delivery points.  

 Promotion of Institutional 

Delivery through Janani Suraksha 

Yojana (JSY) and Janani Shishu 

Suraksha Karyakram (JSSK).  

JSY incentivizes pregnant women 

to opt for institutional delivery 

and provides for cash assistance. 

JSSK entitles all pregnant women 

to free delivery in Government 

health facilities and provides for 

free transport, food, drugs and 

diagnostics. Similar entitlements 

have also been put in place for 

sick neonates and infants.  

 Home Based New-born Care 

(HBNC) through Accredited 

Social Health Activists (ASHA) 

carried out to improve new born 

care practices at the community 

level and for early detection and 

referral of sick new born babies.  

 Various trainings are being 

conducted under National Rural 

Health Mission (NRHM) to build 

and upgrade the skills of doctors, 

nurses and Auxiliary Nurse 

Midwife (ANM) for early 

diagnosis and case management 

of common ailments of children 

and care of new-born at time of 

birth. These trainings include 

Integrated Management of Neo-

natal and Childhood Illness 

(IMINCI) and Navjaat Shishu 

Suraksha Karyakaram (NSSK).  

 As breastfeeding reduces infant 

mortality, exclusive breastfeeding 

for first six months and 

appropriate infant and young 

child feeding practices are being 

promoted in convergence with 

Ministry of Woman and Child 

Development. Village Health and 

Nutrition Days (VHNDs) are also 

being organized for imparting 

nutritional counselling to mothers, 

improving child care practices 

and provision of immunization 

services.  

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?

relid=97773                               

                                                 

Date Accessed: 07.08.2013 

                             

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

24 More Drugs 

Declared 

Substandard                      

(Kashmir Observer, 03 August, 2013) 

 

A Central Drugs Standard Control 

Organization (CDSCO) report 

declared at least twenty four drugs 

supplied to various hospitals and 

chemist shops in Jammu and Kashmir 

as sub standard. The twenty four drugs 

“include eight manufactured in 

Jammu, seven in Himachal Pradesh, 

five in Uttarakhand , and two in 

Haryana, while the other drugs are 

manufactured in Bangalore and 

Mumbai.”   

 

156 samples drawn by CDSCO drug 

inspectors from different locations in 

the state in connection with supply of 

spurious drugs in government - run 

hospitals were analysed by Central 

Drugs Laboratory, Kolkata and 

Regional Drugs Testing Laboratory, 

Chandigarh. Expressing concern over 

the report, Dr Nissar-ul-Hassan, 

President, Doctors Association of 

Kashmir (DAK) said, “These twenty 

four substandard drugs are a test result 

of only fifty samples while the report 

regarding one hundred and six 

samples is still awaited.” 

 

The president noted that more than 

five hundred infants and various 

others have died in the Children’s and 

other hospitals due to fake and 

spurious drugs. He further said, “Mere 

transfer of the culprits isn’t enough. 

They have to be arrested for the 

commission of offence committed by 

them.” The DAK has also demanded 

http://www.technet-21.org/index.php/resources/news/4304-polio-vaccines-injecting-competition
http://www.technet-21.org/index.php/resources/news/4304-polio-vaccines-injecting-competition
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setting up an independent commission 

to probe the drug scandal.  

 

Date Accessed: 05.08.2013                                                                                    

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

 

Health Ministry 

May File Review 

Plea  
(Aarti Dhar, The Hindu, 05 August, 

2013) 

 

Following the Supreme Court ruling 

against reservation in appointment of 

faculty in speciality and super-

speciality courses in engineering and 

medical colleges, including those at 

the All-India Institute of Medical 

Sciences (AIIMS), Ministry of Health 

and Family Welfare is exploring 

various options including filing a 

review petition, to defend the 

government’s reservation policy.  

 

A five-judge Constitutional Bench led 

by Chief Justice Altamas Kabir, on 

July 18, endorsed views of the 1992 

Indra Sawhney case - popularly 

known as the Mandal case - and said 

there had to be certain cases where 

merit alone will count. The bench 

emphasised that, “the very concept of 

reservation implies mediocrity.” 

 

The author suggests that The Ministry 

of Health and Family Welfare can 

either file a review petition or move 

for enacting a law under article 15 (4) 

of the Constitution, which gives the 

power to make special provisions for 

advancement of socially and 

educationally backward classes of 

citizens or for SCs and STs. 

 

Expressing concern over the 

judgement, Social Justice and 

Empowerment Minister Kumari Selja 

has written to Union Health and 

Family Welfare Minister Ghulam 

Nabi Azad saying that judgment 

“affects the interests of the Scheduled 

Castes and other weaker sections of 

the society.”   

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-national/health-ministry-

may-file-review-

plea/article4990270.ece   

                

Date Accessed: 05.08.2013 

                    

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

An Improved 

Mental Health Care 

Policy  
(Vibha Varshney and Kundan 

Pandey, Down to Earth, 15 August, 

2013) 

 

With plans to revamp the national 

mental healthcare system, the Union 

Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare will introduce the Mental 

Health Care Bill to replace the Mental 

Health Act of 1987 in the monsoon 

session of the Parliament. The Bill is 

intended to improve the mental health 

situation since the National Mental 

Health Programme, which was 

launched by the Centre in 1982, has 

failed to deliver. 

 

The Mental Health policy group which 

was established in May 2011 to create 

the new policy and also provide 

recommendations to improve the 

existing programme has indicated that 

are States reluctant to take over 

funding of DMHP. “Inconsistent fund 

flow, lack of trained staff, lack of 

coordination between departments and 

non-availability of psychotropic drugs 

and psychological treatment are 

plaguing the programme.” 

 

A national policy on mental health in 

the country has become extremely 

important since India ratified the 2006 

UN Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities, which aims 

at ensuring equality and autonomy for 

the people who have long-term 

physical, mental, intellectual or 

sensory impairments. “India is under 

tremendous pressure, both from 

international forums and from civil 

society at home, to contain the 

illnesses.” 

 

Given the experience in the past, the 

experts have called for involvement of 

communities and creation of 

awareness among the public in the 

process of making the policy. “The 

policy should focus on strengthening 

the public healthcare system and 

simultaneously, it should regulate the 

role of private mental healthcare 

providers.” 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/conten

t/troubled-beautiful-minds?page=0,2 

Date Accessed: 7.8.2013 

(Simi Sunny) 

 

Denial of Menstrual 

Hygiene to Indian 

Women Holds Back 

Economy  
(Bloomberg, Mint, 25 July, 2013) 

 

The article argues that persistent 

differences in women’s health, 

education and economic participation 

are becoming detrimental to India’s 

growth. Giving women more 

opportunities could boost the 

country’s economic growth rate by 

about 4 percentage points, Lakshmi 

Puri, the assistant secretary-general of 

UN Women. 

 

According to data from the World 

Bank, India ranked equal to Congo on 

the United Nations Development 

Programme’s gender inequality index 

for 2012. Female participation in the 

labour force was 29% in 2011, 2 

percentage points below Sudan and 

less than half of China’s 68%.  

 

Women are encouraged to go to 

school and enter the workforce, yet 

have little access to the infrastructure 

and products—separate bathrooms, 

sanitary pads—that will help them 

succeed. Taboos around sexual health 

reflect a level of discomfort with the 

female body that affects women’s 

contribution to the economy.  

 

At least one in five girls drop out of 

school when periods begin, according 

to research by AC Nielsen and Plan 

India (ACNPI). Those who persist 

typically miss five days of school each 

month due to inadequate menstrual 

protection. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/health-ministry-may-file-review-plea/article4990270.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/health-ministry-may-file-review-plea/article4990270.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/health-ministry-may-file-review-plea/article4990270.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/health-ministry-may-file-review-plea/article4990270.ece
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/troubled-beautiful-minds?page=0,2
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/troubled-beautiful-minds?page=0,2
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According to a 2011 ACNPI Report, 

only 12% of the 355 million 

reproductive-age women in India, use 

absorbent pads or another sanitary 

method to stem the blood flow during 

their periods. The rest tend to rely on 

old fabric, husks, dried leaves and 

grass, ash, sand or newspapers. 

 

The consequences aren’t just 

economic. There’s a public health toll. 

India accounts for 27% of the world’s 

cervical cancer deaths, according to 

World Health Organization data. The 

incidence rate is almost twice the 

global average, and doctors studying 

the disease say poor menstrual 

hygiene is partly to blame. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/v7i1

HSjD2VXYrfWlQdL7aM/Denial-of-

menstrual-hygiene-to-Indian-women-

holds-back-econo.html  

Date Accessed: 05.08.2013 

(Gayatri Verma) 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

 

 World's First 

Talking Robot Sent 

Into Space  
(The Indian Express, 04 August, 

2013) 

 

The world's first talking robot 

astronaut Kirobo was successfully sent 

into space by Japanese scientists. The 

robot was designed to be a companion 

for astronauts to stop them from 

getting lonely while in space. Kirobo 

was put through a series of zero-

gravity and other safety tests before it 

was deemed ready for flight. 

According to ‘SPACE.com’, the 34 

centimetres tall robot can speak 

Japanese and is designed to provide 

emotional support for people isolated 

for long periods. The robot, and its 

ground-based counterpart Mirata, 

made by the scientists and engineers at 

the University of Tokyo, are part of 

the Kibo Robot Project to develop 

new technologies to enhance human-

robot interaction in space. “Both 

robots come equipped with voice-

recognition and face-recognition 

technology, as well as a camera, 

emotion recognition software and 

natural language processing.”  

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/

worlds-first-talking-robot-sent-into-

space/1151003/ 

Date Accessed: 05.08.2013 

(Anjana John) 

  

Future of Online 

Education is Set to 

Change with 

Massive Online 

Open Courses 

(MOOCs) 
 

(Prashant K. Nanda,  Livemint,  2 

August, 2013) 
 

Teaching through a mix of both 

classroom and online can deliver 

better results says Anant Agarwal, 

who serves as the president of EdX, a 

joint partnership between MIT and 

Harvard University that offers free 

online learning. EDX one of the 

pioneers of the movement, was set up 

in May last year and has more than a 

million students for its free courses. 

Indians constitute the second largest 

group of students after the US. ‘Now 

it has presence in over 50 countries 

and top universities like MIT and 

Berkeley. These courses have received 

mass acceptance.’ 

 

EdX has partnered with the best 

institutions in the world. IIT Bombay 

is now its first Indian partner. This 

will provide IIT Bombay an 

opportunity to offer MOOCs on the 

platform which will be taken up by 

Indian and foreign students. IITs can 

further provide MOOCs to other 

universities in India by 

contextualizing them as per the local 

requirements. 

 

This technology will take open 

courses to the next level, beyond 

content on the web which is 

unidirectional. ‘Currently, they are 

offering MOOCs for free and even 

certificates are free. But in future they 

will start charging students.’ 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/TFq

JqM6l4K39Q2gq8JNg5O/Learn-

anytime-anywhere-and-largely-for-

free-Anant-Agarwal.html 

Date Accessed: 06.08.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

  

Data Science for 

Social 

Good’ Fellowship:  

An Attempt to 

Revolutionise the 

Formulation of 

Public Policy 
(Michael J. Coren, Co.EXIST, 

07August, 2013) 

 
The ‘Data Science for Social 

Good’ (DSSG) fellowship, initiated by 

Rayid Ghani, the former chief scientist 

for Obama campaign, seeks to train 

“data scientists to tackle the problems 

that really matter”. The fellowship is 

the result of his thoughts on how data 

scientists are wasting their talent on 

meaningless projects.  He talked to 

others like himself “who had the same 

desire to apply their skills to do 

something with social impact but 

didn’t have any idea where to start and 

how to do it, especially graduate 

students”.  After looking for ways to 

"solve a real problem," he teamed up 

with Google’s executive chairman 

Eric Schmidt to create the DSSG 

fellowship. 

 

Its first project is based on urban 

dysfunction where it tries to address 

the problem faced by most 

governments and non profit 

organisations that have data, but not 

enough and maybe not of the right 

kind.“The DSSG fellowship has 

assembled 36 data scientists - 

computer scientists, statisticians, and 

domain experts - to handle tough data 

projects related to education, health, 

energy and transportation. 

 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/worlds-first-talking-robot-sent-into-space/1151003/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/worlds-first-talking-robot-sent-into-space/1151003/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/worlds-first-talking-robot-sent-into-space/1151003/
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/TFqJqM6l4K39Q2gq8JNg5O/Learn-anytime-anywhere-and-largely-for-free-Anant-Agarwal.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/TFqJqM6l4K39Q2gq8JNg5O/Learn-anytime-anywhere-and-largely-for-free-Anant-Agarwal.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/TFqJqM6l4K39Q2gq8JNg5O/Learn-anytime-anywhere-and-largely-for-free-Anant-Agarwal.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/TFqJqM6l4K39Q2gq8JNg5O/Learn-anytime-anywhere-and-largely-for-free-Anant-Agarwal.html
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The first few projects are based in 

Chicago and will predict “when 

Chicago’s brand new bikeshare 

stations will run out of bikes, forecast 

crime for the Chicago Police 

Department, warn local hospitals 

about patients’ impending heart 

attacks, and gauge the likely 

performance of energy efficiency 

loans, among other projects.” 

 

The project is influenced by the 

Obama campaign that mobilized an 

army of volunteers who influenced a 

large web of social networks that may 

have tipped the election. It showed 

“the power of datasets to not only 

directly influence people, but also to 

empower others to take action”.  

 

At the same time, a transformative 

impact can be achieved from this data 

only if the mentality of local, state and 

federal governments also changes. 

“Traditional policy responses consist 

of political jockeying and good (or 

mixed) intentions, fortified with a bit 

of expert advice and evidence to 

justify actions. If programs such as 

Rayid’s succeed, data will move front 

and center to the core of public policy 

and designing civic services.” 

 

Similarly, governments can use data to 

give employees and citizen 

information that will help them take 

proactive steps in issues like 

improving their own neighbourhoods 

before problems come up.   

 

http://www.fastcoexist.com/1682711/t

hese-data-science-mercenaries-will-

make-the-world-a-better-place 

Date Accessed: 07.08.2013 

(Amrutha Jose Pampackal) 

 

Obaid Siddiqi 

(1932-2013), Father 

of Modern Biology 

in India Dies. 
(Dr K. VijayRaghavan, Frontline, 

Print Edition: 23 August 2013)  

Obaid Siddiqi died on July 26 in 

Bangalore, succumbing to injuries 

from a road accident.  

He was part of an elite group and 

made his scientific mark early in 

experiments on the nature of the gene. 

His pioneering work shed light on 

how taste and smell are detected and 

coded in brain. His contributions were 

key in his election to the Fellowship of 

the Royal Society. 

 

Later in the 1970s Siddiqi worked 

with Seymour Benzer to change his 

scientific direction into using genetics 

to understand the nervous system and 

behaviour. His study of temperature-

sensitive paralytic mutants in the fly 

Drosophila has pioneered our 

understanding of how nerve signals 

are generated and transmitted.   

 

Siddiqi was also an institution builder. 

He joined the Tata Institute of 

Fundamental Research (TIFR)  in 

1962. At its Molecular Biology Unit 

(MBU), his teams work on delinking 

DNA transfer, DNA replication and 

recombination in bacteria, was \widely 

recognised. Under Siddiqi’s influence, 

Pabitra Maitra introduced yeast 

genetics to the institute, and he and 

Zita Lobo became leaders in the 

dissection of the genetics of sugar 

metabolism. 

 

Siddiqi also developed a vision for, 

and founded in 1992, the National 

Centre for Biological Sciences 

(NCBS). It stands testament to his 

refusal to be hurried or to compromise 

on quality in the interests of speed.  

 

Both the MBU and NCBS are 

recognised internationally and have 

had a transformational impact on 

Indian science.  

 

http://www.frontline.in/other/obituary/

man-of-

science/article4991651.ece?homepage

=true  

Date Accessed: 07.08.2013  

(Gayatri Verma) 
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Shrinking Glaciers 

won't Affect South 

Asia Water 

Availability in this 

Century: Study 

 (Zeenews.com, 6 August, 2013) 
  

“Dutch scientists led by Walter 

Immerzeel at Utrecht University 

carried out a high-tech computer 

simulation of what could happen to 

two glacial watersheds -- the Baltoro, 

which drains into the Indus, and the 

Langtang, which feeds the Ganges -- 

in the light of two scenarios for global 

warming, comprising a modest and a 

strong rise in temperatures. The study 

found that the two glaciers will shrink 

badly: by 2100, they will lose roughly 

half their volume under the higher 

warming scenario. But, at least as far 

as this century is concerned, water 

users will not experience scarcity, in 

part because the extra melt water will 

help meet rising needs.” 

 

 “The new study is a more useful 

prediction because it deals with 

regional hydrology in much finer 

detail, say its authors. They note that 

70 percent of the rainfall that feeds the 

Ganges and Brahmaputra occurs 

during the monsoon season, which 

coincides with the main period for 

glacier melt and a wet downstream 

climate. This means a surge of water 

is available for capture in reservoirs, 

and can be released to meet later 

demand downstream, the paper says.” 

This study is important as the health of 

glaciers in the Himalayas is a closely-

watched issue, as they supply vital 

melt water to a region facing surging 

population growth and rising demands 

for food.  

  

http://zeenews.india.com/news/eco-

news/shrinking-glaciers-won-t-affect-

south-asia-water-availability-

study_867089.html 

Date Accessed: 6.8.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja) 
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India’s Food 

Security, Water 

Resources and 

Health at Risk from 

Warming Climate: 

World Bank Report 
(World Bank, 19 June 2013) 
 

The new report – ‘Turn Down The 

Heat: Climate Extremes, Regional 

Impacts and the Case for Resilience’ 

released by World Bank  focuses on 

the risks of climate change to 

development in Sub-Saharan Africa, 

South East Asia and South Asia. This 

new scientific analysis examines the 

likely impacts of present day, 2°C and 

4°C warming on agricultural 

production, water resources, and 

coastal vulnerability for affected 

populations. 

 

The report shows that significant 

climate and development impacts are 

already being felt in some regions, and 

in some cases multiple threats of 

increasing extreme heat waves, sea 

level rise, more severe storms, 

droughts and floods are expected to 

have further severe negative 

implications for the poorest. These 

impacts are likely to push many 

vulnerable households below the 

poverty trap threshold with high 

temperature extreme's negative impact 

on the yields of food crops. Promoting 

economic growth, the eradication of 

poverty and inequality will likely be a 

tougher challenge than the one it 

already is. 

 

‘Hotter weather could in turn lower 

crop yields in a 4°C world—raising 

concerns about future food security. 

High temperature extremes appear 

likely to affect yields of rice, wheat, 

maize and other important crops, 

adversely. The report shows that with 

the substantive reduction of 

greenhouse gas emissions, many of 

the worst projected climate impacts 

could still be avoided by holding 

warming below 2°C.’ 

 

So, immediate steps must be taken to 

help countries adapt to these risks. The 

government of India has accorded top 

priority to the issue of climate change. 

The Prime Minister’s Council on 

Climate Change provides the broad 

framework for action at the highest 

level. The Planning Commission hosts 

a high-level working group on low 

carbon growth that outlines the road 

map towards a low carbon future. The 

key challenge now is the 

implementation of these plans. 

 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/fe

ature/2013/06/19/india-new-report-

finds-indias-food-security-water-

resources-and-health-at-risk-from-

warming-climate 

Date Accessed: 05.08.2013 

(Neha Singh) 
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India and United 

States Joint 

Initiative for 

Agricultural 

Professionals in 

Africa  

(Ashoke Nag, ET Bureau, Kolkata, 

30 July, 2013) 
 

India and United States launched the 

second India-US-Africa triangular 

agricultural training program on July 

30, 2013 mainly targeting to benefit 

Kenya, Liberia and Malawi through 

ways of improving agricultural 

productivity and provide support to 

market institutions in the targeted 

group. 

 

The program will train 180 

agricultural professionals from 3 

African countries at National Institute 

of Agricultural Marketing (NIAM), 

Jaipur and National Institute of 

Agricultural Extension Management, 

Hyderabad. The initiative targets to 

address the problem of food 

insecurity, malnutrition and poverty in 

the targeted countries by sharing the 

proven innovations from India’s 

Private and Public sector, as per the 

officials. 

 

The initiative is the resultant of the 

global partnership announced by the 

Prime Ministers of India and United 

States in 2010. 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/

news/economy/agriculture/second-

india-us-africa-triangular-agricultural-

training-program-

launched/articleshow/21487872.cms 

Date accessed : 02.08.2013 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

AGRICULTURE 

 

Highly Hazardous 

Pesticides Should 

be Banned in 

Developing 

Countries: FAO  
(Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the United Nations, 30 July, 2013) 

In the aftermath of Bihar mid-day 

meal tragedy, the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations reminds to speed up 

the withdrawal of highly hazardous 

pesticides (monocrotophos) from 

markets in developing countries. 

Experiences in many developing 

countries show that the distribution 

and use of such pesticides poses a 

serious risk to human health and 

environment. 

 

Monocrotophos is an 

organophosphorus pesticide that is 

considered highly hazardous by FAO 

and the World Health Organization 

(WHO). “Among these international 

organizations, there is consensus that 

highly hazardous products should not 

be available to small scale farmers 

who lack knowledge and the proper 

sprayers, protective gear and storage 

facilities to manage such products 

appropriately. FAO therefore 

recommends that governments in 

developing countries should speed up 

the withdrawal of highly hazardous 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2013/06/19/india-new-report-finds-indias-food-security-water-resources-and-health-at-risk-from-warming-climate
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2013/06/19/india-new-report-finds-indias-food-security-water-resources-and-health-at-risk-from-warming-climate
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2013/06/19/india-new-report-finds-indias-food-security-water-resources-and-health-at-risk-from-warming-climate
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2013/06/19/india-new-report-finds-indias-food-security-water-resources-and-health-at-risk-from-warming-climate
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2013/06/19/india-new-report-finds-indias-food-security-water-resources-and-health-at-risk-from-warming-climate
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pesticides from their markets.” 

Monocrotophos is already prohibited 

in Australia, China, the European 

Union and the United States, and in 

many countries in Africa, Asia and 

Latin America.  

 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item

/180968/icode/ 

Date Accessed: 02.08.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

 

LAW AND 

JUSTICE 

 

Crimes Against 

Minorities to be 

Considered Hate 

Crimes in US  
(Firstpost, 3 August, 2013) 

 

The United States Justice Department 

has announced that crimes committed 

against Sikhs, Hindus, Buddhists, 

Arabs, Mormon, Jehovah’s Witness 

and Orthodox Christian individuals 

would now be tracked as hate crimes 

by Law enforcement agencies and the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).  

The announcement was made on eve 

of the first anniversary of the tragic 

Oak Creek Gurdwara shootout that 

killed six Sikh worshippers last year. 

Recommendations with regard to the 

policy were made by the Advisory 

Policy Board which advises the FBI 

on various issues, including statistical 

reporting under the Uniform Crime 

Reporting (UCR) program and the 

same was approved by the FBI 

Director. 

 

Attorney General Eric Holder who 

announced the policy, stated, “Having 

accurate information allows law 

enforcement leaders and policymakers 

to make informed decisions about the 

allocation of resources and priorities 

decisions that impact real people, and 

affect public safety in every 

neighbourhood and community.”  

   

The decision was welcomed by 

lawmakers, human rights 

organizations and advocacy groups 

who believe that collection of hate 

crime data will go a long way towards 

protecting communities living in fear 

of hate crimes. 

http://www.firstpost.com/world/crime

s-against-minorities-to-be-considered-

hate-crimes-in-us-

1007391.html?utm_source=top_menu 

Date accessed: 04.08.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

Of Surrogacy and 

the Law 
(Aarti Dhar, The Hindu, 1 August, 

2013) 

Against concerns of lack of clarity and 

sufficient protection for surrogate 

mothers in the draft Assisted 

Reproductive Technologies (ART) 

Bill, 2010, the Planning Commission 

plans on setting up an expert 

Committee for wider consultations on 

“grave and critical” concerns raised by 

stakeholders and explore possible 

ways to address these issues.  

 

The first draft of ART Bill was 

prepared in 2008 and was revised in 

2010 but is yet to get a final approval 

from the Union Law Ministry, 

following which it shall go to the 

Cabinet for clearance. 

Commercial surrogacy is a multi-

million dollar industry in India but 

there is no legislation to regulate 

surrogacy which results in exploitation 

of poor women who offer their wombs 

for a price without realising the 

adverse health impacts.   

 

The draft Bill at present constructs 

surrogacy as an isolated problem and 

is designed to regularise and promote 

the interest of the providers (mainly 

the private sector) of these 

technologies rather than regulate and 

monitor the current practices. The Bill 

is also inadequate in protecting and 

safeguarding the rights and health of 

the women who undergo these ART 

procedures, surrogates, egg donors 

and of the children born through these 

techniques.  

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-national/of-surrogacy-and-

the-law/article4976034.ece 

Date Accessed: 04.08.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

 

Ban on Sand 

Mining: Courts 

should stay away 

from Policy 
(The Economic Times, 7 August, 

2013) 

 

In the wake of suspension of an IAS 

officer in connection with illegal sand 

mining, the National Green Tribunal 

has restrained sand mining from 

riverbeds throughout the country 

without obtaining environmental 

clearance from the Union 

Environment Ministry.    

 

The article suggests that even though 

the Tribunal’s concerns over illegal 

sand mining are legitimate, the ruling 

might have adverse consequences. 

Since sand is an essential ingredient of 

construction and will remain in 

demand, the Tribunal therefore ideally 

should have asked “all sand mining 

activity to obtain environmental 

clearance within, say, six months.” 

 

The article cites number of examples 

where the Judiciary has intruded into 

Economic Policymaking, which is the 

exclusive domain of the executive. As 

the State shies away from ‘activist 

policymaking’, Judiciary has stepped 

in to fill the vacuum, resulting in 

disastrous consequences. 

 

The article refers to the ban imposed 

by the Courts on iron ore mining, 

which has pushed down steel 

production and exports and jacked up 

imports and the current account 

deficit, weakening the rupee. 

Reference has also been made to an 

earlier ban, which scrapped 122 

telecom licences and almost crippled 

the sector.  

 

While making a passing reference on 

the judgment striking down 

government's decision to centralise 

medical admission tests, the article 

concludes that Courts and Judges 

cannot rule on issues that are not 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/180968/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/180968/icode/
http://www.firstpost.com/world/crimes-against-minorities-to-be-considered-hate-crimes-in-us-1007391.html?utm_source=top_menu
http://www.firstpost.com/world/crimes-against-minorities-to-be-considered-hate-crimes-in-us-1007391.html?utm_source=top_menu
http://www.firstpost.com/world/crimes-against-minorities-to-be-considered-hate-crimes-in-us-1007391.html?utm_source=top_menu
http://www.firstpost.com/world/crimes-against-minorities-to-be-considered-hate-crimes-in-us-1007391.html?utm_source=top_menu
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/of-surrogacy-and-the-law/article4976034.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/of-surrogacy-and-the-law/article4976034.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/of-surrogacy-and-the-law/article4976034.ece
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within their jurisdiction. Further, 

Judges must act with restraint or risk 

public ridicule as was the case with 

the Allahabad High Court ban on 

caste-based rallies.  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/

opinion/editorial/ban-on-sand-mining-

courts-should-stay-away-from-

policy/articleshow/21663909.cms 

Date accessed: 07.08.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Allahabad-High-Court
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/editorial/ban-on-sand-mining-courts-should-stay-away-from-policy/articleshow/21663909.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/editorial/ban-on-sand-mining-courts-should-stay-away-from-policy/articleshow/21663909.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/editorial/ban-on-sand-mining-courts-should-stay-away-from-policy/articleshow/21663909.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/editorial/ban-on-sand-mining-courts-should-stay-away-from-policy/articleshow/21663909.cms
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GENDER 
 

Malala Fund Will 

Focus on Quality 

Education for Girls: 

UNESCO & Pak 

Government  
(UNESCO.org, 29 July, 2013) 

 

UNESCO and the Government of 

Pakistan have agreed that the focus of 

the Malala Fund’s activities should be 

on quality education for girls. The 

Malala Fund will support initiatives 

based in Pakistan as well as in 

Afghanistan. Around 80 per cent of 

the fund will be used to enhance 

formal education and the remaining 20 

per cent will be used to support non-

formal education.  

 

The Malala Fund, the agreement 

signed  by the Director General of 

UNESCO and the Government of 

Pakistan, is dedicated to 16-year-old 

Pakistani school girl Malala 

Yousafzai, who in October 2012 was 

the target of an assassination attempt 

by the Taliban due to her activism for 

education and women's rights in the 

Swat Valley, Pakistan.  

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-

services/single-

view/news/quality_education_for_girl

s_will_be_the_focus_of_the_malala_f

und_say_unesco_and_the_government

_of_pakistan/back/18256/ 
 

Date Accessed: 05.08.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Child Protection 

from Violence, 

Exploitation and 

Abuse  
(Chris Niles, UNICEF) 

 

UNICEF unveiled a global initiative, 

on 31
st
 July 2013, calling to end all 

forms of violence against children. 

The End Violence Against Children 

initiative emphasizes that violence 

against children exists in many forms 

– from child labour, armed conflict 

and sexual exploitation to violence in 

the home, at school and in the 

workplace. 

 

“Although data are difficult to collect, 

given the hidden nature of the issue, 

it’s estimated that about 20 per cent of 

women and up to 10 per cent of men 

report being sexually abused as a 

child, studies from 2002 show that up 

to one third of adolescent girls 

reported their first sexual experience 

to be forced. 

 

It’s estimated that every year 133–275 

million children witness violence 

between their parents, according to 

2006 estimates. And studies from the 

same year that cover many countries 

suggest that up to 80 to 98 per cent of 

children suffer physical punishment at 

home, with a third or more 

experiencing severe physical 

punishment.” 

 

The End Violence Against Children 

initiative calls for collective action to 

get informed, speak out and join in 

existing efforts with those concerned 

about violence in their own 

communities.  

 

http://www.unicef.org/protectio

n/57929_70030.html       

Date Accessed: 05.08.2013  

                         

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 
 

DISABLED 

 

The Silenced 

Wombs 
(Divya Sreedharan, The Hindu, 4 

August, 2013) 

In light of regular reports of 

hysterectomies being forced on 

disabled women, the author questions 

whether presence of disability implies 

absence of rights.  

“India is a signatory to the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities 2007, which 

guarantees all intellectually disabled 

women ‘the right to full bodily 

integrity’, yet it is common to conduct 

hysterectomies or sterilisations on 

mentally challenged girls, both by 

parents and by state agencies in 

government-run homes or shelters.” 

 

Forced hysterectomy denies a woman 

her basic right – ‘Right to bear a 

child’- and violates legal, moral and 

ethical rights. Hysterectomies are 

often carried out so that the girl does 

not become pregnant if abused and is 

part of a larger conspiracy where 

parents and society stay silent about 

the abuse. Activists suggest that 

hysterectomies merely perpetuate the 

sexual abuse of the disabled.  

 

According to the 2001 Census, there 

are 9.3 million disabled women in 

India but the law in place (Persons 

with Disabilities Act, 1995) is silent 

on the subject of violence and sexual 

exploitation of disabled girls and 

women. However, The Draft 

Disabilities Bill which is pending 

advocates for the right of women and 

girls with disabilities to be protected 

from all forms of abuse, violence and 

exploitation. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/features/the-

yin-thing/the-silenced-

wombs/article4985813.ece 

Date accessed: 05.08.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/quality_education_for_girls_will_be_the_focus_of_the_malala_fund_say_unesco_and_the_government_of_pakistan/back/18256/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/quality_education_for_girls_will_be_the_focus_of_the_malala_fund_say_unesco_and_the_government_of_pakistan/back/18256/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/quality_education_for_girls_will_be_the_focus_of_the_malala_fund_say_unesco_and_the_government_of_pakistan/back/18256/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/quality_education_for_girls_will_be_the_focus_of_the_malala_fund_say_unesco_and_the_government_of_pakistan/back/18256/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/quality_education_for_girls_will_be_the_focus_of_the_malala_fund_say_unesco_and_the_government_of_pakistan/back/18256/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/quality_education_for_girls_will_be_the_focus_of_the_malala_fund_say_unesco_and_the_government_of_pakistan/back/18256/
http://www.unicef.org/protection/57929_70030.html
http://www.unicef.org/protection/57929_70030.html
http://www.thehindu.com/features/the-yin-thing/the-silenced-wombs/article4985813.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/features/the-yin-thing/the-silenced-wombs/article4985813.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/features/the-yin-thing/the-silenced-wombs/article4985813.ece
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INDIA IN THE 

WORLD 

 

US Proposes Joint 

Training of Indo-

US Armies  
(The Echo of India, 04 August, 2013) 

 

The US Army Chief, who got 

impressed by the Indian Army's 

successful counter-terrorism 

operations, has proposed joint training 

between the armies of the two 

countries. He also noted that there is 

so much to learn between the 

militaries of the two countries. "We 

would love to do some joint training in 

the mountainous environment, 

because what the Indian Army has 

learned over the years, we would love 

to share what we learned about 

counter-insurgency and compare 

experiences and see how we can learn 

from each other and how we can direct 

that to use in the future, so for me it is 

something that is important,” said the 

US Army Chief General Ray Odierno. 

Highly impressed by the Indian 

military's successful counter-

insurgency operations, he said, the US 

would like to learn from the Indian 

experience as to how to fight terrorists 

in a tough environment and difficult 

terrain. “Everybody recognises that 

India has so much in common with the 

US and that it is important for us to 

sustain a strong long-lasting 

relationship. It is important for us to 

sustain a long-term relationship of one 

that is equal, one that respects each 

other's strategic autonomy, but that 

one that enables us to learn from each 

other to develop together, to deal with 

many of the issues that we face around 

the world," he said. 

 

http://www.echoofindia.com/washingt

on-us-moots-joint-training-indo-us-

armies-35193 

Date Accessed: 06.08.2013 

(Anjana John) 

  

 

 

 US Plans Tough 

Norms for Food 

Imports From India 

and Other Places 
(Live Mint, 05 August, 2013) 
 

Indian food companies exporting to 

America may have to soon undergo a 

tough screening process as the US 

health watchdog FDA (Food and Drug 

Administration) has proposed a new 

foreign supplier verification 

programme.  

 

“The regulations would require 

importers, from countries including 

India, to go through a screening 

process that ensures that food being 

imported has been produced in 

compliance with the processes and 

procedures required for the US FDA 

standards.” 

 

The proposal is significant for India 

since it is the second largest drug 

exporter and seventh largest food 

exporter to the US. India is also one of 

the top countries in terms of import 

refusal of food products by the FDA. 

 

The new rules have been designed in 

the light of several food-borne disease 

outbreaks arising from consumption of 

imported food.  The tighter rules seek 

to “provide the same level of public 

health protection as those required 

under the hazard analysis and risk-

based preventive controls and 

standards for produce safety sections 

of US Federal Food, Drug, and 

Cosmetic Act”. 

 

Although FDA applies the same safety 

standards to domestic and imported 

food marketed in the US, the regulator 

has been finding difficulties with 

foreign inspection and enforcement. It 

is not easy for FDA to conduct 

unannounced onsite inspections in 

most foreign countries. The same is 

true for foreign civil and criminal 

investigations and prosecutions when 

violations occur.  The problem is 

compounded as there are more foreign 

firms registered with FDA than 

domestic firms. 

 

In addition, it is possible to physically 

examine only a small fraction of the 

food that is imported into the country. 

“The number of food import lines has 

grown significantly over the past 

decade, reaching nearly 10.5 million 

lines in fiscal year 2011, and FDA 

expects this trend to continue in the 

coming years.” 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/DN

MAlDExYnaStf1Hp2g0SM/US-plans-

tough-norms-for-food-imports-from-

India-other-plac.html 

Date Accessed: 07.08.2013 

(Amrutha Jose Pampackal) 

 

UK Govt Wants 

Better Ties With 

North East India 

(Correspondent, The Shilling Times,   

7
TH

 AUGUST, 2013) 
 

 British High Commissioner to India 

Sir James Bivan during his visit to 

Tripura this month stated that the 

British Government is very keen on 

building ties with the North-Eastern 

states of the country. Stating that the 

purpose of his visit was aimed at 

understanding the ground realities of 

the region, Sir Bivan indicated that the 

UK Government in future may invest 

in the state of Tripura in various 

sectors. 

 

In this context the Government of 

Tripura has sought British help in 

setting up a training centre for English 

language and for the skill development 

of the youths in the state. Emphasising 

on the need for a better understanding 

of British Universities and institutes 

here, the Commissioner indicated that 

there is a scope to work in the 

education sector for the mutual benefit 

of United kingdom and the region He 

also added that given UK’s expertise 

in the energy sector especially non-

conventional sector, the Government 

of UK could share its knowledge with 

the state of Tripura. 

 

On being asked about the Look East 

policy, he noted that, it is a positive 

step to improve ties with the 

neighbouring countries as the whole 

world is increasingly becoming 

http://www.echoofindia.com/washington-us-moots-joint-training-indo-us-armies-35193
http://www.echoofindia.com/washington-us-moots-joint-training-indo-us-armies-35193
http://www.echoofindia.com/washington-us-moots-joint-training-indo-us-armies-35193
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/DNMAlDExYnaStf1Hp2g0SM/US-plans-tough-norms-for-food-imports-from-India-other-plac.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/DNMAlDExYnaStf1Hp2g0SM/US-plans-tough-norms-for-food-imports-from-India-other-plac.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/DNMAlDExYnaStf1Hp2g0SM/US-plans-tough-norms-for-food-imports-from-India-other-plac.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/DNMAlDExYnaStf1Hp2g0SM/US-plans-tough-norms-for-food-imports-from-India-other-plac.html
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integrated. He further stated that “the 

bilateral ties with Bangladesh will 

have a good impact in the socio-

economic condition of the entire 

Northeast.” 

 

http://www.theshillongtimes.com/201

3/08/07/uk-govt-for-better-ties-with-

ne/ 

(Date Accessed 07.08.2013) 

Junty Sharma Pathak 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

AFFAIRS 

 

Less than 1,000 

Days to Close the 

Gaps and 

Accelerate Action to 

Achieve Millennium 

Development Goals 

(MDG) 

 
(World Bank, 19 June, 2013)  
Agreed upon by world leaders at a UN 

summit in 2000, the MDGs set 

specific targets on poverty alleviation, 

education, gender equality, child and 

maternal health, environmental 

stability, HIV/AIDS and malaria 

reduction, and a global partnership for 

development. The Millennium 

Development Goals Report 2013 

shows the progress of the projects and 

also points out which areas are falling 

behind and require immediate 

attention. 

 

‘The targets that have already been 

met include halving the number of 

people living in extreme poverty and 

providing more than two billion 

people with access to improved 

sources of drinking water. Countries 

have also made great strides on health 

targets, and are within close reach of 

achieving them by 2015. These 

include reducing the mortality rates 

from malaria and tuberculosis and 

stopping HIV infections.’ 

 

However, countries are falling short 

on other targets including those 

regarding maternal health, providing 

universal access to education, 

expanding access to sanitation, and 

achieving gender parity. ‘In particular, 

the goal pertaining environmental 

sustainability is under severe threat as 

growth of global emissions of carbon 

dioxide (CO2) continues to accelerate. 

Forests continue to be lost at an 

alarming rate. Overexploitation of 

marine fish stocks is resulting in 

diminished yields, birds, mammals 

and other species are heading for 

extinction at an ever faster rate, with 

declines in both populations and 

distribution,’ the report warns. 

 

Progress has been uneven, and the 

report points to disparities among 

regions and between population 

groups within countries, with people 

living in rural areas finding 

themselves at a disadvantage. The 

report also states that the global 

economic crisis has left millions 

unemployed, and has reduced the 

amount of development aid for those 

countries that are most in need. 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.as

p?NewsID=45308&Cr=millennium%

20development%20goals%20&Cr1=#.

UgHxqI0wrm 

Date Accessed: 05.08.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

SOUTH ASIA 

 

India’s Additional 

Attempt to Improve 

Trade Relations 

with Pakistan & 

Bangladesh 
(Exim News Service, New Delhi, 7 

August, 2013) 

 

Within less than a month’s time frame, 

Government of India came out with its 

second initiative towards improving 

trade relations with Pakistan & 

Bangladesh, where in its previous 

attempt, it planned to slash down the 

import duty on textile products from 

Pakistan to 5% from 30-45 % and in 

its second attempt, the government of 

India has decided to remove the 15% 

custom duty on imports of rice bran 

oil and cake. This decision will be in 

effect from 1 October, 2013, as per the 

notification by the Finance Ministry. 

Reacting to the move, Mr B. V. 

Mehta, Executive Director of the 

Solvent Extractors' Association of 

India (SEA), said, “ it would facilitate 

the import of around 50,000-100,000 

tonnes of rice bran oil from the two 

countries.” 

 

This step was taken post the request 

being made SEA to reduce the import 

duty.  

 

During last eight months, the country 

has already imported 7.14 million 

tonnes of vegetable oil, which is 

already 12% higher than the 

corresponding figures reported for the 

previous year of 6.39 million tones. 

 

http://eximin.net/NewsDetails.aspx?na

me=73072 

Date accessed : 8.8.2013 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

EAST AND 

SOUTH EAST 

ASIA 

 

Indonesia’s 

Powerful Anti- 

Graft agency : A 

Probable Lesson 

for India 

(Pallavi Aiyar,The Hindu, 2 

August,2013) 
 
Indonesia has emerged as an 

upcoming democracy with its new 

anti-graft agency, the Komisi 

Pemberantasan Korupsi or KPK. 

KPK, since it was formed in 2004, has 

investigated and prosecuted more than 

300 cases involving judges, civil 

servants, politicians and ministers. 

Unlike anti graft agencies in other 

developing countries, KPK has the 

http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2013/08/07/uk-govt-for-better-ties-with-ne/
http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2013/08/07/uk-govt-for-better-ties-with-ne/
http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2013/08/07/uk-govt-for-better-ties-with-ne/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45308&Cr=millennium%20development%20goals%20&Cr1=#.UgHxqI0wrm_
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45308&Cr=millennium%20development%20goals%20&Cr1=#.UgHxqI0wrm_
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45308&Cr=millennium%20development%20goals%20&Cr1=#.UgHxqI0wrm_
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45308&Cr=millennium%20development%20goals%20&Cr1=#.UgHxqI0wrm_
http://eximin.net/NewsDetails.aspx?name=73072
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power to investigate and well as 

prosecute. Its cases are tried by a 

special anti-corruption court and the 

agency accounts for 100 percent 

conviction rate. 

 

“We have seen the KPK going after 

opposition politicians and incumbents 

equally, that’s what has ensured their 

popularity amongst the people. They 

are not seen as picking and choosing 

their enemies which has ensured the 

massive public support,” says Endy 

Bayuni, a political analyst .While 

some are apprehensive over the wide 

ranging powers of the agency, the 

public credits the KPK with having 

ended a culture of impunity.  

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-

ed/a-gecko-with-a-taste-for-

corruption/article4978597.ece 

Date accessed: 04.07.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

MIDDLE-EAST 

 

Government of 

Dubai Launches 

Geo Address 

System to Integrate 

City and Reduce 

Traffic 

  

(Dubai Chronicle, 12 July, 2013) 
  

Dubai will launch a new address 

system known as Geo Address System 

(GAS) by 2014 with the objective of 

integrating technology with the city. 

This GAS will rely heavily on 

technology and, aims to reduce traffic 

and make it easier to determine 

locations in Dubai. “As a start, about 

130,000 locations and buildings in the 

city will be added to the system. This 

means that they will be marked with 

plates. These plates will show a 

unique 10-digit number which will 

basically be the address of the place. 

The Geo Address Systems 

incorporates innovative technology 

which makes it even more accurate 

and reliable. It will allow people in 

Dubai to find a location or a building 

through their tablet PC, smartphone, 

navigators or computer. To do that 

they will just need to visit the website 

mylocation.ae. They will then need to 

enter an address code and the will be 

shown the location and receive 

directions to it. In addition, they will 

be able to even send location 

addresses, as well as directions to their 

friends.” 

  

The main benefit of the GAS will be 

that it will make it easier for people in 

the city to find different locations and 

buildings. As a result, traffic will be 

partly reduced in Dubai as there will 

be less confused drivers around. This 

is also expected to have a positive 

effect on the emergency services in 

Dubai. Emergency medical units will 

reach their destinations faster since 

they will know exactly where to go. 

  

http://www.dubaichronicle.com/2013/

07/12/dubai-to-introduce-new-

address-system-in-an-attempt-to-fight-

traffic/ 

  

Date Accessed: 6.8.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

 

AMERICAS 

 

U.S. Senators 

Demand Probe into 

India’s Trade 

Policies  
(Sujay Mehdudia, The Hindu, 05 

August, 2013) 

 

Four influential U.S. senators have 

asked the U.S. International Trade 

Commission (ITC) to investigate 

India’s trade policies. In a letter 

addressed to the USITC, the senators 

state, - “We are writing to request that 

the USITC conduct an investigation 

under Section 332(g) of the Tariff Act 

of 1930 regarding Indian industrial 

policies that discriminate against U.S. 

imports and investment for the sake of 

supporting Indian domestic industries 

and the effect that those barriers have 

on the U.S. economy and U.S. jobs. 

We request that the report should be 

submitted by November 30, 2014,”  

Pointing out that although India is an 

important strategic partner, U.S. 

exports of goods and services to India 

were low. In 2011, exports to India 

were just $22.3 billion. Further noting 

that India has risen rapidly in 

alleviating poverty through its 

significant market-opening reforms 

and in seeking foreign investment in 

certain sectors of its economy, the 

senators maintained that India 

continued to place measures that 

contradict its stated domestic growth 

objectives.  

 

The letter alleges that, “India has a 

complex, non-transparent tariff and 

fee system and a burdensome customs 

procedures, and it maintains 

significant tariff and non-tariff barriers 

for U.S. goods and service 

participation in sectors including retail 

and agriculture.” 

 

It goes on to add: “India has not yet 

taken action to fully and effectively 

protect and enforce copyrights, 

including in the digital environment, 

and has applied its patent law in a 

discriminatory manner, particularly 

against innovative U.S. 

pharmaceutical companies, so as to 

advantage its domestic industries. We 

are very concerned about the broader 

impact that India’s trade policy may 

be having on the global trading 

system, both in terms of the model it is 

setting for other countries and the drag 

it is exerting on multilateral trade 

negotiations.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/nation

al/us-senators-demand-probe-into-

indias-trade-

policies/article4989566.ece 

                              

Date Accessed: 05.08.2013 

                     

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-gecko-with-a-taste-for-corruption/article4978597.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-gecko-with-a-taste-for-corruption/article4978597.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-gecko-with-a-taste-for-corruption/article4978597.ece
http://www.dubaichronicle.com/2013/07/12/dubai-to-introduce-new-address-system-in-an-attempt-to-fight-traffic/
http://www.dubaichronicle.com/2013/07/12/dubai-to-introduce-new-address-system-in-an-attempt-to-fight-traffic/
http://www.dubaichronicle.com/2013/07/12/dubai-to-introduce-new-address-system-in-an-attempt-to-fight-traffic/
http://www.dubaichronicle.com/2013/07/12/dubai-to-introduce-new-address-system-in-an-attempt-to-fight-traffic/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/us-senators-demand-probe-into-indias-trade-policies/article4989566.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/us-senators-demand-probe-into-indias-trade-policies/article4989566.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/us-senators-demand-probe-into-indias-trade-policies/article4989566.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/us-senators-demand-probe-into-indias-trade-policies/article4989566.ece


 

 

SECTION 5:  BOOKS AND OPINIONS 

 

OPINIONS 

 

Let’s Talk About 

The Growth 

Strategy, Stupid                

(Jayati Ghosh, Tehelka, 10 August, 

2013) 
The media coverage of the recent 

Amartya Sen and Jagdish Bhagwati 

debate, notes Jayati Ghosh, has 

reduced it to a simplistic set of 

alternatives, between ‘economic 

growth’, and social spending on 

health, nutrition and education. While 

it “is not either gentleman’s case that 

only one of these matters.” the critical 

point that is excluded by a lot of 

media coverage “is how exactly that 

growth is to be achieved and what the 

pattern of that growth should be.” 

On the one hand, Professor Sen is 

concerned more about the distribution 

of growth and how it affects the 

material and social conditions of the 

majority of the population and 

correctly points out that past three 

decades of relatively high growth have 

duped a significant bulk of the Indian 

population, due to insufficient 

provision of basic infrastructure like 

electricity, all-weather roads, 

mismanagement of food system and 

inadequate public spending on health 

and education.  

On the other hand the Bhagwati model 

insists on continued and sustained 

liberalisation of the rules for large 

capital — and implicitly, continued 

subsidisation of its activities. He has 

identified retail sector liberalisation, 

trade liberalisation and labour 

market reforms, incidentally all of 

which, Ghosh notes, are likely 

associated with worsening 

employment conditions.  

Moreover, she notes, the model has 

run its course, privatisation and 

barefaced extraction of mineral, land 

and water resources has led to over-

exploitation and unsustainable patterns 

of use leading to endless scams. 

Further the lack of good quality 

employment generation has meant that 

formal employment has barely 

increased, which is part of the reason 

why inequalities have increased so 

much, despite high growth. 

Highlighting problems in the pattern 

of growth itself, Ghosh notes that the 

focus of the Indian State is to generate 

growth through the expansion of 

private capital, but this quickly 

becomes prey to corruption and crony 

capitalism. The state then cannot tax 

large capital for essential public 

spending. 

Moreover domestic business has 

become used to an environment of 

increasing incentives, but providing 

these incentives has effectively 

bankrupted the state and rendered it 

less able to take necessary public 

investment on its own. 

Therefore, Ghosh notes, a new growth 

strategy encouraging productive 

employment generation and better 

conditions for the population is clearly 

needed.                                                                              

http://www.tehelka.com/lets-talk-
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