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Cover Story 
 

Domestic Workers: Vulnerability, Exploitation and Abuse 
 

The nature of work, working conditions and complete absence of regulatory mechanism makes Domestic Workers one of the most 

vulnerable labour groups in India. Domestic workers are not considered to be ‘workers’ as they are not a formally skilled and 

organized labour force. More than 70 percent of the domestic workers are women, which makes them even more vulnerable to 

exploitation and abuse in many ways.   

 

Overview of Domestic Workers: 

 

According to the recent estimates of ILO, at least 52.6 million men and women were employed as domestic workers across the world 

in 2010. Out of these approximately 83 percent are women.  

 

 
 

In pre-independence India, paid  domestic work was a male dominated  occupation, however today women constitute 71 percent of 

this sector. National estimates for 2004-05 suggests 4.75 million workers were employed by private households, 3.05 million of 

them were urban women, making domestic work the largest female occupation in Urban India (MoLE, 2010). The sector has 

grown  significantly , by almost 20 million , in over 15 years (1995 to 2010 ) (ILO, 2013 ).  

 

Profile of Domestic Workers in India:  

 

In India  the demand for domestic help is largely concentrated in urban areas and there has been  a steady increase in the demand for 

domestic workers over the years . This has resulted in regular flow of domestic workers from particular pockets of out-migration. The 

majority of domestic workers in Indian cities are inter-state migrant women (Neetha N, 2004). In last two decades tribal  areas of 

Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh and Orissa recorded high out-migration of girls for domestic work 

in cities (Jagori, 2010). 

 

The majority of domestic workers in India belong to the Scheduled Caste (SC) category. As per the NSS (2004-05) 33.4 percent 

domestic workers are from SC followed by 30.7 percent from the OBC, 30.3 percent from the upper castes and 9.6 percent are tribals 

(See Figure below). 
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Macro data reveals that the domestic workers are largely married women, illiterate or without any schooling and mainly in the age 

group of 21-40 years.  

 

Working Conditions for Domestic Workers in India: 

 

In the absence of labour laws pertaining to the needs and nature of domestic work, employees are subject to significant exploitation at 

work places. Some of the challenges and issues faced by domestic workers highlighted by academicians and policy makers are as 

follows:  

 

No formal job contract Domestic workers are employed by private households through informal/ verbal 

agreements. Employers in this case always enjoy benefits of adding/ subtracting terms 

and conditions of employment.   

Extreme insecurity of 

employment 

Continuity of job is entirely dependent on the mercy of employers. Often, when domestic 

workers fall ill or are otherwise unable to work for a few days, they are informed that 

they no longer have their jobs.  

Insecure work places Domestic workers have to face abuse including sexual harassment at their work places. 

There have been several instances when women and young girls have been beaten up, 

raped and even murdered.  
Heavy work load There is a tendency to continuously increase the work-load of domestic workers. As time 

goes by, the employers continue to ply new tasks on them. 

Long working hours Domestic workers, who live at the employers’ home, have no limit to working hours. 

They are often on 24 hour duty.  

No paid leave There are no provisions for paid leave for domestic workers. Leave for domestic worker 

is generally on mercy of employers.  

No provision of rest Due to the nature of work and timings of work, the timing for workers’ food and rest is 

often irregular.  

Poor occupational 

health 

The Encyclopedia of Occupational Safety and Health by the ILO, identifies the types of 

work leading to domestic work accidents, which includes mechanical tasks, indoor and 

outdoor duties, taking care of persons, goods, household linen, furniture and other things, 

cleaning of premises and utensils, kitchen work and commuting for outdoor duties.  

No Social security Domestic workers are not entitled to retirement benefits. They have to continue to work 

till their bodies and health permit, irrespective of age. The wages are so low that saving 

for old age is not possible.  

 
Source: Compiled from- Gothoskar Sujata, The Plight of Domestic Workers, Economic & Political Weekly EPW JUNE 1, 2013 vol xlviiI no 22 

 

A report by task force of Ministry of Labour and Employment (2011) recognized poor working conditions of domestic workers. The 

Task force suggested that necessary amendments be brought in existing labour laws to include issues of domestic workers. It further 

recommended that new mechanisms to address issues of domestic workers specific to their nature of job should be established. An 

ILO report (2013) also notes that in India, there is no legislative provision to consider domestic workers as labour or to address issues 

such as working hours, weekly rest, annual leave, maternity leave and compensation for workers.  
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Minimum Wages for Domestic Workers in India: 

 

One of the most important interventions for domestic workers in India is the recent inclusion of domestic work in the list of scheduled 

employment under the Minimum Wages Act of 1948 in a few states.  The Act empowers the central and state governments to fix and 

revise the minimum rates of wages payable to workers in scheduled employments. In Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and Assam, though 

domestic work has been included in the list of scheduled employment, a minimum wage rate has not yet been fixed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Source: Compiled from- Neetha N, Minimum Wages for Domestic Work: Mirroring Devalued Housework, Review of Women’s Studies, 

Economic & Political Weekly, VOL XLVIII No 43, October 26, 2013 

 

However, several problems continue to plague domestic workers when it comes to wages. First, no uniform law exists in India to 

address the issue of minimum wages and social security.  Secondly, the few states that have notifications do not define the occupation 

in terms of an employment relationship or as employment within private households. All of them define domestic work in terms of 

tasks undertaken. Though task-based wage fixation may be the easiest route, this risks exclusion – all those whose task has not been 

listed can be continued to be paid less than the notified minimum wage. Thirdly, there exist variations across states in the method of 

wage fixation, the definition of domestic work, the statutory wage rates, and their enforcement. The wage rates prescribed by the Act 

do not suggest any clear method of calculation and there is variation across states in the minimum wage rates.  

 

 
 

State  Year  of  Notifying Minimums Wages to 

Domestic Workers  

Karnataka 2004 

Bihar 2007 

Andhra Pradesh 2007 

Rajasthan 2008 

Kerala 2010 

Jharkhand 2010 

Odisha 2012 
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An analysis of minimum wages across other comparable sectors of informal employment also points out that there is a social and legal 

devaluation of domestic work in India.  

Domestic work is carried out in private households. Thus, the legal view that abjures the recognition of the home as a workplace 

explains the absence of labour regulations in the sector. 

Socially, household work has never been considered work in 

India. It has always been the ‘duty’ of the woman: wife, 

mother, daughter or sister to do the chores and expect no pay. 

The prescribed wages continue to be inadequate for living in 

cities, working hours and overtime work are arbitrary, working 

in more than one house  does not get recognized and there are 

no provisions for sick leave or paid leaves.   

 

Violence against Domestic Workers in India: 

Violence against women is common in private and public 

spheres of life, but women employed in our domestic sectors, 

remain the most exploited and helpless of the segment. Some 

laws can be invoked for specific instances, such as the Sexual 

Harassment of Women at Workplace Act, the Unorganised 

Workers’ Social Security Act, 2008 and the Juvenile Justice Act. However, the absence of a targeted law for domestic workers means 

that in the case of abuse or exploitation, they have no recourse to justice. Belonging to the unorganised sector also means that in case 

of a dispute with the employer, the worker cannot go to a labour court, as she is not technically recognised as a ‘worker’.  

 

Recent cases of Violence against Domestic Workers: 

Date  Location  Details 

November 

2013 

 

 

Kolkata  A 14-year-old girl employed as a domestic help in south Kolkata's Swiss 

Park alleged that she was repeatedly raped over a period of time by her 

landlord. 
 

November 

2013 

 

 

South Avenue, New 

Delhi 

 

 

35-year-old domestic help, Rakhi, was found dead with grievous injury 

marks at BSP MP Dhananjay Singh's bunglow  
 

October 

2013 

 

 

Vasant Kunj , New 

Delhi 

 

 

A 15-year-old girl from Jharkhand, working as a domestic help in a home 

was rescued and admitted to a hospital with knife injuries. 
 

July 2013  Mahanagar area, 

Lucknow 

 

 

An MBBS doctor and his wife, along with their servant, were arrested for 

allegedly harassing their 22-year-old domestic. The domestic worker said 

in her complaint to police, that the couple used to beat her, burn her with 

cigarette butts, and forcibly chop her hair 
 

December 

2012 

 

 

Bhadrak district,  

Odisha 

 

 

A 13-year-old girl, who was working as a maid, was subjected to physical 

and mental torture by her employer. She was forced to clean the utensils of 

20 dogs and their defecation, forced to sleep in the verandah without any 

bed and the employer used to mercilessly beat her up.  
 

April 

2012 

 Jamia Nagar, New 

Delhi 

 

 

A 14-year-girl was raped and sodomised by her employer for two years 

before she was rescued. Physical violence —slaps, punches and branding 

with kitchen tongs — started a year earlier, when she took up the job. 
 

Source: Compiled from news papers- Hindustan Times, Times of India, Indian Express 

 

Trafficking women/children for domestic work: 

In India, a surging demand for domestic help is fuelling a business that, in large part, thrives on human trafficking by unregulated 

placement agencies. There are no reliable figures for how many people are trafficked for domestic servitude in India. The Indian 

government says 126,321 trafficked children were rescued from domestic work in 2011/12, a rise of almost 27 percent from the 

previous year. Activists say if you include women over 18 years, the figure could run into the hundreds of thousands. The abuse is 

difficult to detect as it is hidden within average houses and apartments, and under-reported, because victims are often too fearful to go 

to the police. Conviction rates for typical offences related to trafficking - bonded labor, sexual exploitation, child labor and illegal 

confinement - are also low at around 20 percent. Due to lack of laws to define the rights of India's domestic workers or to regulate 

placement agencies, the abuse of these workers continues unabated, while exploiters enjoy impunity.  

 

 

 

http://timesofindia.speakingtree.in/topics/people/girl
http://www.reuters.com/finance?lc=int_mb_1001
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Conclusion: 

Domestic workers in India continue to face vulnerability, exploitation and abuse on a daily basis. Therefore there is an urgent need for 

laws and policies that address this issue holistically and provide domestic workers with safeguards and rights. In this regard, India 

must enact the Domestic Workers Welfare and Social Security Bill, 2010, ratify the 2011 Domestic Workers Convention of the 

International Labour Organisation (ILO) and implement the National Policy for Domestic Workers. However, laws alone are not 

sufficient; the social, legal and political thinking regarding household work needs to undergo a change in order for domestic work to 

get recognition and domestic workers to get access to basic rights and lead a life of dignity.  
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http://blogs.reuters.com/search/journalist.php?edition=us&n=nita.bhalla&
http://www.reuters.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Smriti-Singh.cms
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Poor Working 

conditions for 

agricultural labours 

while  supermarkets 

bag profits from 

cashews 
(Lucy Lamble, The Guardian, 

November 24, 2013) 

 

In lieu of poor working conditions as a 

result of the meagre profit share drawn 

by the farmers, agricultural labourers 

and processors, the European Union 

(EU) is likely to make an 

announcement on unfair trading 

practices. 

 

Campaigners have been objecting to a 

warped economic model leading to 

disproportionate distribution of 

earnings with the supermarket earning 

over £1 while the factory worker 

earning a meagre 3p from a bag of 

cashews that is sold for £2.50. 

 

The cashew nut is a $4bn (£2.5bn) 

global business that provides jobs for 

millions, particularly in Africa and 

India as half the world's crop is grown 

in Africa and more than 60 per cent of 

the cashews consumed are processed 

in India. 

 

More than a quarter (27 per cent) of 

India's processed cashews are sent to 

Europe, and the majority of these are 

sold through supermarkets. 

 

Shelling the nuts is labour intensive 

and is done by hand. They produce a 

caustic liquid which burns the skin. 

Many factories provide some form of 

protection. Some women bandage 

their hands while in some factories 

rubber gloves are available. In many 

instances workers have to pay for 

them and everyone cannot afford it. 

 

While in Africa, children are hired to 

pick the cashews, which is again an 

arduous task. They are then paid less. 

For example for every 10 kilos picked, 

children are given the value of 1 kilo. 

 

http://webcache.googleusercontent.co

m/search?q=cache:http://www.theguar

dian.com/business/2013/nov/24/cashe

w-nuts-supermarket-profits-pay 

Date Accessed: 25.11.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

Sanitation can 

improve early 

cognitive 

development: 

World Bank 
(Nikita Mehta, Live Mint, November 

20, 2013) 

  

According to a new World Bank study 

that observed India’s efforts to combat 

open defecation, access to improved 

sanitation can increase cognition in 

children. The report by the World 

Health Organisation (WTO) and UN 

Children’s Fund says that  53 per cent 

of Indian households, around 600 

million people, defecate in the open 

without using a toilet or latrine.” The 

study looked at the effects on 

childhood cognitive achievement of 

early life exposure to India’s Total 

Sanitation Campaign (TSC), a 

national-scale government programme 

that encouraged local governments to 

build and promote the use of 

inexpensive pit latrines from 2001-

0212.” 

 

Currently, more than 2.5 billion 

people worldwide lack access to 

toilets, and a billion people defecate in 

the open. The paper estimates the 

effect of the TSC on Indian children’s 

cognitive skills by matching test score 

data on six year olds’ academic 

achievements with government data 

on TSC programme intensity early in 

their lives, focusing on the first three 

years of the implementation between 

2001-03. 

 

According to the authors of the study, 

open defecation, which spreads 

diseases, is an important threat to the 

human capital of developing countries, 

and that a programme accessible to 

countries where sanitation 

development capacity is lower could 

improve average cognitive skills. “The 

study comes in the wake of a recent 

UN study which suggested that open 

defecation was also the cause for 

stunted growth in children.” Every 

year 400,000 children die of diarrhoea 

in India which continues to have the 

largest diarrhoeal burden in the world, 

and 88 per cent of diarrhoea deaths are 

linked to incomplete water and 

sanitation service provision. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/butg

Ga6rWm2prV31VC6WiM/Sanitation-

can-improve-early-cognitive-

development-World-Ba.html 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2013 

(Deepti Somani)  
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FCI starts 

tendering to build 

modern silos 
(Business Standard, November 22, 

2013) 

 

Food Corporation of India (FCI) on 

Thursday,  November 21, started the 

process of tendering for construction 

of 1.75 million tonnes of modern silos 

in 36 locations across nine states 

across the country, as part of an 

ambitious programme to augment the 

country's food grain storage capacity. 

The silos will have to be constructed 

under the Design, Build, Finance, 

Own and Operate (DBFOO) model, in 

which the developer acquires land and 

arranges for a rail siding and other 

requirements. 

 

FCI currently has a little over 70 

million tonnes of grain storage 

capacity, including ones hired from 

state governments, while the food 

grain procured by it is much more. 

 

Anoop Kumar, executive director of 

FCI said the silos would be completed 

within two years of signing the final 

contracts, which could take another 

six to eight months. "We are getting 

enquiries from many big players from 

countries like Germany, Russia and 

Turkey, which are keen to invest in 

building modern grain silos in India". 

 

A silo complex along with railway 

siding will typically have a capacity to 

store 50,000 tonnes of grain, with each 

silo being of 12,500 tonnes. "The silos 

(will be) given the option of being 

converted into full-fledged mandis, 

where the farmer will directly bring 

the crop. It will be stored scientifically 

and thereafter transported to all parts 

of the country, thus saving the time 

and cost," as per the officials. 

 

http://www.business-

standard.com/article/economy-

policy/food-corporation-starts-

tendering-to-build-modern-silos-

113112100728_1.html 

Date Accessed : 25.11.2013 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

GST panel proposes 

mechanism to 

compensate State 

Governments 
(The Hindu, November 24, 2013) 

 

The Empowered Committee of State 

Finance Ministers on Goods & 

Services Tax (GST) has demanded 

that “the Centre must settle the Central 

Sales Tax (CST) compensation claims 

immediately.” For this, the Committee 

proposed that an independent 

mechanism for the concerned 

compensation (to cover the amount 

that the states will lose from the 

implementation of GST) must be 

brought into effect immediately. 

  

The Union budget for 2013-14 

provided “Rs.9000 crore for settling of 

the CST compensation claims relating 

to 2010-11, but the Centre is yet to 

disburse it.”  

 

The Committee has also proposed 

substantial changes to the 

Constitutional Amendment Bill 

proposed by the UPA government.  
The committee , headed by  Jammu & 

Kashmir (J&K) Finance Minister A. 

R. Rather, rejected the Centre’s 

proposal to enter GST into the Union 

and State Lists in the Constitution 

because it considers it to be an 

“unnecessary” provision. The “clause 

246A in the bill already provides the 

states and the Centre the powers to 

levy the GST.” 

 

It also rejected the “Centre’s 

proposal to include alcohol and 

petroleum in the GST.”  
 

The proposal of powers to the Centre 

to notify “declared goods” is also 

looked upon with apprehension by the 

states as it implies that it empowers 

the “Centre to lower GST rates on 

any item without consulting states.” 
  

The committee recommended that the 

Constitutional Amendment should 

not be implemented in J&K as the 

state is not ready to forego the “special 

status” it enjoys “under Article 370.”  

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/gst-panel-proposes-mechanism-

to-compensate-state-

governments/article5385106.ece 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

RBI eases rules for 

foreign banks’ 

subsidiarisation 
(Economic Times, November 26, 

2013) 

 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 

taken a move that will nudge big 

banks to operate as Wholly-Owned 

Subsidiaries (WOS) by way of 

exempting those planning to 

incorporate in the country from paying 

capital gains and stamp duty. 

 

There exist 43 foreign banks in India 

operating through a network of 333 

branches as on May 31, 2013. Foreign 

banks such as Standard Chartered 

Bank, Citibank, Hongkong & 

Shanghai Banking Corporation 

(HSBC) and Deutsche Bank have been 

citing such conditions as major 

impediments for converting to WOS. 

 

According to the scheme, the four big 

foreign banks in India — Citibank, 

Standard Chartered Bank, HSBC, and 

Deutsche Bank -- may escape 

incorporation based on the date of 

entry — August 2010. Foreign banks 

choosing to incorporate in the country 

will have to maintain a net worth of 

`500 crore. 

 

"It will facilitate transfer of assets, 

including value of immovable 

property which otherwise would have 

involved a huge cost by way of stamp 

duty to the state government for 

setting up a subsidiary. It will create 

an environment for encouraging 

foreign banks to convert into a 

subsidiary company in India," said 

MR Umarji, chief advisor- legal at 

Indian Banks' Association (IBA). 

 

The rules will allow greater leeway to 

open retail branches and possibly take 

over Indian institutions and allows 
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subsidiary of a foreign bank to list on 

the local stock exchanges. 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/

news/economy/policy/rbi-eases-rules-

for-foreign-banks-

subsidiarisation/articleshow/26422944

.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&u

tm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cp

pst 

 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

RBI decides to 

include medium 

enterprises now 

under priority 

sector 
(Business Standard, November 27, 

2013) 

 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 

decided to consider incremental bank 

loans to medium manufacturing 

enterprises extended after November 

13, as priority sector advances. 

 

“The incremental bank loans to 

medium service enterprises extended 

after November 13, up to the credit 

limit of Rs 10 crore, would qualify as 

priority sector advances,” RBI said. In 

line with this, incremental loans to 

micro and small service enterprises up 

to a credit limit of Rs 10 crore, as 

against the current ceiling of Rs 5 

crore, would also be treated as priority 

sector advances, RBI added. 

 

According to RBI’s recent report, 

priority sector credit had risen in 

2012-13, against a drop in overall 

growth. However, growth in priority 

sector credit was lower than the 

growth in overall credit. In 2012-13, 

credit to priority sectors by public and 

private sector banks stood at 36.3 per 

cent and 37.5 per cent, respectively, 

against the overall target of 40 per 

cent. 

 

For micro and small industries, dues 

stood at Rs 2.84 lakh crore, as of 

March 2013, growth of 20.3 per cent 

compared to the previous year. 

Revati Kasture, head of  research, 

CARE Ratings, said the economic 

slowdown had hit many viable 

medium-sized units across sectors, as 

payments from large companies 

weren’t being recorded on time. They 

had limited bargaining power and 

couldn’t afford to pile up dues for 

long, she said. With lending to 

medium-sized units set to be treated as 

priority sector lending, banks would 

look to give loans to viable units, she 

said, adding meeting priority sector 

lending targets was vital. 

 

http://www.business-

standard.com/article/finance/rbi-

decides-to-include-medium-

enterprises-now-under-priority-sector-

113112600326_1.html 

Date Accessed: 27.11.2013 

(Deepti Somani)  
 

Priority is finding 

new wage base: 

NREGA panel 
(Business Standard, November 27, 

2013) 

 

Mahendra Dev, head of the committee 

determining a new index for wages 

under the Mahatma Gandhi National 

Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

(MGNREGA), has said that while 

selecting an index, the primary 

consideration would be what affected 

rural labourers the most. 

 

Currently, wages under the rural job 

scheme are indexed to the Consumer 

Price Index (agricultural labourers), or 

CPI (AL), which has a larger share of 

the food component and reflects food 

inflation. The other option before the 

committee is to index wages to CPI 

(for rural areas). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Categories CPI (AL) 

Weightage 

CPI (rural 

areas) 

Weightage 

Cereals 41% 19% 

Miscellaneous 

Expenses 

12% 25% 

Food & 

beverages 

69% 57% 

The baseline wage under MGNREGA 

was established in 2009 and needs to 

be replaced in 2014. The committee is 

trying to find a permanent method to 

index wages to ensure that ad-hoc 

methods do not continue. 

 

http://www.business-

standard.com/article/economy-

policy/priority-is-finding-new-wage-

base-nrega-panel-

113112600425_1.html 

Date Accessed: 27.11.2013 

(Divashri Mathur) 

 

India may have to 

start importing iron 

ore soon: Steel 

Ministry 
(Business Standard, November 24, 

2013) 

 

The Steel Ministry said India will 

have to import iron ore in the 

immediate future to meet significantly 

increasing demand from domestic 

companies. 

 
The ministry in its mid-year plan 

review has identified iron ore 

availability as one of the challenges to 

achieve the steel production target of 

300 Million Tonnes Per Annum ( 

MTPA) by 2025.  The ministry also 

said iron ore production has come 

down from 213 MT in 2008-09 to 136 

MT 2012-13 due to ban on mining in 

Karnataka and sharp fall in production 

in Odisha. 

 
With current production capacity of 

around 90  MTPA, India needs at least 

140 Million Tonnes (MT) iron ore to 

meet its need. 
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SECTION 1: THE ECONOMY 

India, the world’s fourth largest 

producer of steel after China, Japan 

and the US, had produced 78.31 MT 

steel during 2012-13.  As per the 

United National Framework 

Classification (UNFS) of mineral 

resources, total resource of iron ore in 

the country is around 28.51 billion 

tonnes, as on April 1, 2010. 

 
The country’s iron ore production is 

expected to rise in the coming days 

with the Supreme Court partially 

lifting ban on iron ore mining in 

Karnataka, a producing state. 

 

http://www.business-

standard.com/article/economy-

policy/india-may-have-to-start-

importing-iron-ore-soon-steel-

ministry-113112400281_1.html 

Date Accessed: 27.11.2013 

(Divashri Mathur) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-may-have-to-start-importing-iron-ore-soon-steel-ministry-113112400281_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-may-have-to-start-importing-iron-ore-soon-steel-ministry-113112400281_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-may-have-to-start-importing-iron-ore-soon-steel-ministry-113112400281_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-may-have-to-start-importing-iron-ore-soon-steel-ministry-113112400281_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-may-have-to-start-importing-iron-ore-soon-steel-ministry-113112400281_1.html


 

 

12 

SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

 
POLITICS AND 

GOVERNANCE  

“Zero Rupee Notes” 

doing good, but  

MACC- the Way 

To go: Fifth Pillar 
(Christin Mathew Philip, The 

Hindu, November 19, 2013) 

 

The article puts light on the success of 

‘zero rupee notes,’ which is a unique 

way to fight corruption, and how the 

Malaysian model of an 

“independent anti- corruption 

agency” is the need of the hour in 

India. 

 

“Fifth Pillar,” an NGO based in 

Chennai, had come up with an 

innovative way to fight corruption in 

government agencies. The NGO 

issued ‘zero rupee notes,’ which is a 

virtual replica of the Indian currency 

note- has a zero printed on it, along 

with the image of Mahatma Gandhi 

and the pledge that 'I promise to 

neither accept nor give a bribe'. The 

mass usage of 'zero rupee' notes has 

made them a “symbol of non-

cooperation with corrupt officials.” 

 

According to Fifth Pillar president 

Vijay Anand, the NGO has also 

issued more than 25 lakh zero rupee 

notes. It also conducted 'Freedom 

from Corruption' campaign in more 

than 1,700 schools and colleges across 

the country since 2007 to create 

awareness among the youngsters. The 

NGO also conducts Right to 

Information (RTI) workshop at its 

office to help public use the Act as an 

effective weapon for various issues. 

 

The Malaysian Anti-Corruption 

Commission (MACC), a 

government body in Malaysia 

fighting corruption, recently visited 

headquarters of Fifth Pillar to study 

the usage and success of 'zero rupee' 

notes in fighting corruption. 

 

The meeting recognised the success of 

‘zero rupee notes’ to tackle everyday 

corruption, but representatives from 

the Fifth Pillar emphasised that the 

MACC model (Malaysia’s anti- 

corruption agency) should be the 

model for India to follow. 

 

MACC is an independent agency, 

with no political interference and 

has proved instrumental to 

prosecute corrupt officials at high 

levels in Malaysian Government.  

 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatim

es.com/2013-11-

19/chennai/44241268_1_rupee-rti-

workshop-note 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

Supreme Court 

dismisses plea for 

repoll if majority 

exercises NOTA 

option 
(The Economic Times, November 25, 

2013) 

  

“The Supreme Court refused to direct 

the Election Commission to hold fresh 

polls in case the majority of the 

electorate exercises 'None Of The 

Above Option' (NOTA) option 

recently introduced on its direction to 

allow voters to reject all the 

candidates. 

  

A bench headed by Chief Justice P 

Sathasivam said it is for the legislature 

to amend the law as it is too early to 

pass such a direction. 

  

It observed that NOTA has been 

introduced recently and  it has to be 

seen how the people respond to it. 

  

The court refused to entertain a 

Public-Interest Litigation (PIL) filed 

by one Jaggan Nath, seeking its 

direction to the Commission not to 

declare the results when the majority 

of electorate goes for the NOTA 

option in the Electronic Voting 

Machine (EVM).” 

  

http://articles.economictimes.indiatim

es.com/2013-11-

25/news/44450095_1_nota-option-

negative-voting-clean-candidates 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2013 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

HC gives nod for 

GAIL pipeline 

project 
(K.T. Sangameswaran, The Hindu, 

November 25, 2013) 

  

The Madras High Court has approved 

the implementation of GAIL India 

Ltd.’s natural gas pipeline project 

which is to pass through seven states. 

“The pipeline is to be laid from Kochi 

terminal to Bangalore. About 300 km 

is to pass through Coimbatore, 

Tirupur, Salem, Erode, Namakkal, 

Dharmapuri and Krishnagiri districts.” 

 

“The company had already invested 

Rs.685 crore in Tamil Nadu out of the 

total project cost of about Rs.3000 

crore. There were protests by land 

owners in the seven districts. 

Following this, on April 2 this year, 

the State government directed the 

company to lay the pipeline along the 

National Highway without affecting 

agricultural lands. It also asked the 

company to close all the existing 

trenches made for laying the pipeline 

and to pay compensation to farmers 

whose trees and structures were 

demolished for the project.” 

  

GAIL in response, through the 

Additional Solicitor-General 

P.Wilson, “sought a direction to the 

authorities to facilitate the laying of 

the pipeline in the seven districts and 

ensure its completion.” 

  

The First Bench, comprising Chief 

Justice R.K. Agrawal and M. 

Sathyanarayanan, noting that there 

was overwhelming public interest in 

favour of the project, said that the 

State government was in a position to 

convince the farmers and land owners 

about the project benefits, since the 

project would ultimately be connected 

with the natural gas grid, and also had 
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 adequate means to take care of law 

and order. 

  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/nation

al/tamil-nadu/court-cancels-tns-order-

on-gail-project/article5389515.ece 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2013 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

Andhra Pradesh 

plans exclusive life 

sciences investment 

policy 
(Raji Reddy Kesireddy, Economic 

Times, November 26, 2013) 

 

The Andhra Pradesh government is 

preparing an exclusive policy to attract 

global and domestic investments into 

life sciences sector. 

 

The proposed exclusive policy will 

now open up doors to the international 

players to collaborate with the Indian 

players in Research and Development 

(R&D) and manufacturing. With the 

support from the countries such as 

Britain, which has strong 

technological and financial companies 

in life sciences space, and South 

Korea, which is looking at setting up 

the technology park here, the state will 

become a major attraction for the life 

sciences industry in the coming years. 

The policy is likely to create huge 

investment opportunity as nearly $15 

billion worth life science products are 

set to go off-patent over the next  two-

three years. 

 

Having been termed as "one of its kind 

policy in India", Andhra Pradesh will 

emerge as the first Indian state to 

create an exclusive industrial policy 

for a sub-sector of pharmaceuticals. 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/

news/economy/policy/andhra-pradesh-

plans-exclusive-life-sciences-

investment-

policy/articleshow/26423244.cms?utm

_source=contentofinterest&utm_medi

um=text&utm_campaign=cppst 

Date Accessed: November 27, 2013 

(Deepti Somani) 

 

Meghalaya seeks Rs 

50,000 crore from 

14th Finance 

Commission  
(Meghalaya Times, November 26, 

2013) 

 

Meghalaya government has sought for 

financial assistance of Rs 50,000 crore 

from the Fourteenth Finance 

Commission to meet the state's 

requirement in terms of infrastructural 

and other development related issues. 

Chief Minister Dr Mukul Sangma  

informed that “We have asked for an  

overall award of around Rs 50,000 

crore which includes the pre-

devolution of Rs 35, 000 crore to 

cover all the basic needs of the state 

including the up gradation of state’s 

specific needs, maintenance of roads 

and to enable the state to complete 

various schemes.”  

 

Stating the poor economic status and 

the specific challenges faced by the 

state, the minister elaborated that the 

government is planning to focus 

specially on strengthening the internal 

security apparatus of the state, on 

infrastructural requirements as there is 

a huge gap between the actual demand 

and capacity of the state to provide 

infrastructural sector. He also asserted 

that there is a need to “support those 

sectors which are in sync with the 

state’s initiative to create livelihood 

opportunities for the people.”   

 

“Besides, special areas have also been 

flagged for specific awards in term of 

state disaster litigation funds, in 

respect of state’s commitment to 

implement various programmes 

(national food security), pension 

scheme, high court campus, education 

department and others.” According to 

Dr Mukul Sangma, “the newly created 

four new districts in Meghalaya will 

also require support system for 

completing the infrastructural 

requirements besides the state’s 

flagship programmes which are 

directly linked to promotion of 

livelihood of the people.” 

http://www.meghalayatimes.info/inde

x.php/front-page/22961-meghalaya-

seeks-rs-50-000-crore-from-14th-

finance-commission 

Date Accessed :  28.11.2013 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 

 

GOVERNMENT 

Kerala to become 

an e-state soon 
(The New Indian Express, November 

21, 2013) 

Kerala is galloping fast in the IT 

services sector and is all set to become 

an aggressive and complete e-state in 

the country very soon, according to 

industries. “The state is now honoured 

with the coveted Nihiland Award for 

accomplishing e-procurement and 

Digital Document Filing System 

(DDFS) in a notable manner.” 

 

Kerala is far ahead in e-governance 

and 14 out of the 50 districts in the 

country which have opted to become 

e-districts are in the state. The state 

has been listed as an ‘e-ready’ state, 

after it was selected for the CMRE -

Readiness Assessment States Award, 

2013 by Data Quest. It was ranked 

first among the big states and second 

in the nationwide assessment, next to 

Delhi. 

 

“The Akshaya centres started in the 

state in 2002 by taking up the literacy 

drive have come a long way and 

earned a revolutionary zeal by 

touching every act of life in the rural 

areas now. As an extended facility of 

banks, banking kiosks will come up in 

the Akshaya centres across the state.” 

http://newindianexpress.com/states/ker

ala/Kerala-set-to-become-an-e-state-

soon/2013/11/21/article1902535.ece 

Date Accessed: 25.11.2013 

(Anjana John) 
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Odisha  govt to 

launch mobile 

banking in tribal 

districts 
(The New Indian Express, November 

25, 2013) 

 

In a bid to provide doorstep banking in 

rural areas, the Odisha government 

has decided to introduce mobile 

banking service in 20 blocks of 10 

tribal dominated districts of the state. 

“The project will be implemented on a 

pilot basis at a cost of six crore under 

the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana 

(RKVY). The new banking system 

will facilitate ATM service, account 

opening and the centrally proposed 

Direct Cash Transfer (DCT) to 

subsidised gas users and payment to 

beneficiaries under Mahatma Gandhi 

National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS).” 

About four lakh agricultural families 

are expected to benefit from this 

banking system. There are 2,714 

Primary Agricultural Cooperative 

Societies (PACS) functioning at the 

grassroots level in the state for 

providing agricultural services to the 

member-farmers. 

 

The farmers in remote areas face a lot 

of problems in availing banking 

service when they have to trek miles 

just to either deposit their money or 

withdraw the sanctioned loan amount. 

“At present, the Central cooperative 

banks do not have branches in 72 out 

of total 314 blocks mostly in tribal-

dominated districts. The mobile 

banking scheme will enable farmers to 

draw from their loan accounts or 

deposit their surplus amount in their 

accounts at a specific place in their 

village on scheduled date when the 

mobile vans will be stationed.” 

 

Besides, the system will facilitate 

disbursement of old age pension, 

collection of demand drafts and 

cheques from farmers, all other 

payments of the government, 

compensation for natural calamities to 

the farmers and mobile ATM facilities 

to the agricultural families in the 

blocks earmarked for this project. 

http://newindianexpress.com/states/odi

sha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-

in-tribal-

districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ec

e 

Date Accessed: 25.11.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

Centre to support 

Arunachal Pradesh 

for fast agricultural 

growth 
(Press Information Bureau, 

November 26, 2013) 

  

Agriculture Minister, Sharad Pawar, 

offered the Central Government’s full 

support for fast growth in all areas of 

agriculture and food processing in 

Arunachal Pradesh, while laying the 

foundation stone of the State’s first 

agriculture college and inaugurating a 

krishi mela at Pasighat. 

  

Giving the details of the support given 

by Agriculture and Ministry of Food 

Processing Industries (MOFPI)   to the 

State, the minister said: “This year we 

have allocated more than 15 Cr for 

National Food Security Mission 

(NFSM) 32 Cr for Rashtriya Krishi 

Vikas Yojana (RKVY) and 48 Cr for 

Horticulture Mission...some areas of 

Arunachal Pradesh can  produce oil 

palm and hence this year we included 

Arunachal Pradesh also under oil palm 

development scheme... Arunachal has 

tremendous potential in bamboo 

development. The state has not yet 

used its fullest capacity to harness the 

benefit from the national bamboo 

mission. The state also needs to work 

on a mission mode on other plantation 

crops like rubber etc. 

  

Further he said, “In the absence of 

post-harvest management 

infrastructure, handling, packaging 

and transport, high production and 

productivity do not translate into 

higher net return to the growers, a 

disincentive to invest and achieve high 

productivity. Therefore, there is need 

to develop processes and equipments 

through which perishability can be 

reduced, marketable surplus can be 

transformed into value added 

products, which fetch high price, store 

longer and allow for sufficient time to 

market them...MOFPI would be 

always ready to help the state in 

developing the agro-processing 

sector...in the last week my ministry 

has sanctioned a grant of Rs.9 Cr for 

establishment of modern slaughter 

house in Itanagar. I would also ask our 

National Horticulture Board  (NHB) to 

explore possibility of running a special 

Horticulture Train between Tinsukiya 

to Delhi or Tinsukiya to Kolkota.” 

  

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?

relid=100861 

Date Accessed: 27.11.2013 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

EDUCATION 
 

12 States to get Rs 

120 crore each for 

higher education 
(The Times of India, November 22, 

2013) 

 

To boost research and innovation, 12 

states will receive Rs 120 crore each 

under Rashtriya Uchchatara Shiksha 

Abhiyan (RUSA) programme which 

seeks to improve quality of higher 

education. 

 

The funds will support research 

programmes like base research, key 

technology (R&D), high-end R&D, 

etc during the current Five Year Plan 

(FYP). 

 

The 12 states found eligible to receive 

funds include Assam, Bihar, 

Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, 

Odisha, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh 

among others and four union 

territories. 

 

The Central government proposes to 

spend Rs 98,983 crore in higher 

education sector over the next eight 

years through RUSA. Setting up of 

science parks and cutting-edge 

http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Govt-to-launch-mobile-banking-in-tribal-districts/2013/11/25/article1909892.ece
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=100861
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=100861
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=100861
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=100861
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=100861
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=100861
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=100861
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=100861
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=100861
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=100861
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=100861
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=100861
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=100861
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=100861
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=100861
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=100861


 

 

15 

SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

 technology and instrumentation 

facility will be supported by this fund. 

 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.

com/2013-11-

22/news/44363647_1_higher-

education-120-crore-research 

Date Accessed: 25.11.2013 

(Amrutha Jose Pampackal) 

 

East Garo Hills 

town gets first IT 

centre 
(The Telegraph, November 24, 2013) 

 

With a view to provide enhanced 

education opportunities to its youth in 

the insurgence-affected region, 

Meghalaya established its first IT 

Training Centre in the East Garo Hills 

district in William nagar. It is a 

government-run institute established 

under the chief minister’s Career 

Guidance Scheme. 

 

Students who have passed 12
th
 

standard from the district can now take 

admission in the centre free of cost. 

 

Currently, classes are being taken by 

National Informatics Centre (NIC). 

There are plans to invite professionals 

from outside Meghalaya once the 

centre starts advanced IT courses. The 

district administration has already 

received more than 100 applications. 

 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/11311

25/jsp/northeast/story_17607979.jsp#.

UpQmYMQW3Yo 

Date Accessed: 25.11.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

HUNGER 

 

Head of UN anti-

hunger agency 

commends India’s 

efforts to combat 

malnutrition 
(UN News Centre, 22 November, 

2013) 

The head of the United Nations World 

Food Programme (WFP) lauded 

Indian Government for the National 

Food Security Act, a legislation that 

has made the right to food legally 

enforceable in a country that is home 

to about a quarter of the world’s 

undernourished. 

 

“Given the Government’s 

commitment towards the most 

vulnerable, we are confident that with 

innovative solutions, together we will 

be able to reach India’s poorest with 

better nutrition,” said WFP Executive 

Director Ertharin Cousin. She noted 

that India has the knowledge and 

expertise to guide other countries 

dealing with hunger and malnutrition. 

 

The agency is working to strengthen 

government capacity to improve the 

nutritional impact and effectiveness of 

food-based social safety net 

programmes. Although, India grows 

enough food for its people, pockets of 

hunger remain, WFP noted. 

 

She also thanked the government for 

its support for WFP food assistance 

worldwide. Last week India had 

contributed $1.8 million to support 

121,300 of the most vulnerable people 

in Yemen for the next six months. 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.as

p?NewsID=46565&Cr=hunger&Cr1=

#.Upbxx8QW22U 

Date Accessed: 25.11.2013 

(Amrutha Jose Pampackal) 

 

TRANSPORT 
 

Bihar government 

forms state urban 

transport services 
(Bihar Times, November 21, 2013) 

 

Bihar state cabinet has formed Bihar 

Urban Transport Services Ltd for 

running city buses in the state under 

centrally sponsored Jawaharlal Nehru 

National Urban Renewal Mission 

(JNNURM). It would facilitate the 

urban transport in the state. He said it 

would be decided by the company 

whether the bus service in the cities 

would be run by itself or on a Public-

Private-Partnership (PPP) mode. The 

urban development and housing 

development has to procure 400 buses 

for Patna and its adjoining areas under 

the centrally-sponsored JNNURM. 

The Bihar Urban Transport Services 

Ltd would run the city service buses in 

the 11 municipal corporation areas of 

Bihar. The department has submitted a 

proposal with the urban development 

ministry to run buses in 10 municipal 

corporations under phase-II of the 

JNNURM. 

 

http://www.bihartimes.in/Newsbihar/2

013/Nov/newsbihar21Nov6.html 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

ENERGY 
 

Green energy will 

account for nearly 

half the increase in 

global power 

generation by 2035 
(Aruna Kumarankandath, Down to 

Earth, November 21, 2013) 

  

International Energy Agency (IEA) in 

its recent report, World Energy 

Outlook (WEO) 2013, says that 

renewable energy will account for 

nearly half of the increase in global 

power generation in 2035, with 

variable sources – wind and solar 

photovoltaics – making up 45 per cent 

of the expansion in renewable. 

  

The report focuses on how new 

technological advances are opening up 

unexplored oil reserves, especially in 

the United States and Brazil. This has 

led to reduced dependency on 

Organisation of the Petroleum 

Exporting Countries (OPEC) for 

world’s oil supply. But West Asia is 

still the only large source of low-cost 

oil. The report also says the majority 

of world’s energy demand in the 

future (IEA scenario 2035) would lie 
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 with the emerging economies like 

China, India and West Asia. 

  

As per the central scenario of WEO-

2013, China will dominate energy 

demand within Asia, before India 

takes over from 2020 as the principal 

engine of growth. It reports that India 

would become the largest importer of 

coal by the early 2020s. It will also be 

the largest single source of global oil 

demand growth after 2020. It also 

shows that Indian electricity demand 

would increase by 13 per cent by 

2035. 

  

 Presentation * Mtoe--million tonnes 

of oil equivalent 

  

Report forecasts that power generation 

from renewables will account for more 

than 30 per cent share in the global 

power mix ahead of natural gas in the 

next few years and falling a little short 

of coal as the leading fuel for power 

generation in 2035. 

  

The report presents the fact that the 

transition to a more efficient, low-

carbon energy sector is more difficult 

in tough economic times, but no less 

urgent. Coal remains a cheaper option 

than gas for generating electricity in 

many regions, but policy interventions 

to improve efficiency, curtail local air 

pollution and mitigate climate change 

will be critical in determining its 

longer-term prospects. 

  

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/conten

t/green-energy-will-account-nearly-

half-increase-global-power-

generation-2035 

Date Accessed: 25.11.2013 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

India, Belgium 

agree to enhance 

cooperation in 

renewable energy 
(Press Information Bureau, 

November 27, 2013) 

  

India and Belgium have agreed to 

work on signing an Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) to enhance 

cooperation in renewable energy. This 

was discussed at a bilateral meeting 

between Dr. Farooq Abdullah, 

Minister for New and Renewable 

Energy (MNRE), Government of India 

and Her Royal Highness (HRH) 

Princess Astrid of Belgium who is 

currently visiting India as head of the 

Belgian Economic Mission to India. 

  

While briefing the visiting delegation 

on the energy situation in India and 

the rapid growth of the renewable 

energy sector in India Dr. Abdullah 

“spoke of India’s plans to add over 30 

GW of renewable energy to its energy 

mix in the next 5 years. He dwelt on 

the success of the wind programme as 

well as the significant cost reductions 

in solar energy through the Jawahar 

Lal Nehru National Solar Mission 

(JNNSM). He also highlighted India’s 

conducive and investor friendly policy 

framework for promoting renewable 

energy...Dr. Abdullah suggested that 

India and Belgium had great potential 

for enhancing cooperation in 

promoting renewable energy and 

offered to provide all possible 

assistance for the purpose.” 

  

“The Belgian delegation recognised 

India’s considerable achievements and 

strengths in renewable energy and 

noted that India had made large strides 

in this field.” 

  

“After detailed discussions, the two 

sides agreed to start work on a MoU in 

the field of Renewable Energy 

between the MNRE of the 

Government of India and the 

Government of Belgium in order to 

strengthen, promote and develop 

renewable energy cooperation 

between the two countries on the basis 

of equality and mutual benefit. Both 

countries also agreed to explore 

possibilities of coordination in 

renewable energy through joint 

Research and Development (R&D) 

programmes of mutual interest.” 

  

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?

relid=100867 

Date Accessed: 27.11.2013 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

 Promises and risks 

of a new 

unregulated 

currency- Bitcoin 
(First Post, November 26, 2013) 

  

What is Bitcoin and how it 

originated? 

Bitcoin is a new kind of virtual 

currency that came into existence in 

2009. It is a virtual token rather than 

physical coins or notes. Like all 

currencies its value is determined by 

how much people are willing to 

exchange it for. It is unregulated and 

mined virtually. There are currently 

more than 12 million bitcoins in 

existence according to Bitcoincharts, a 

website that provides financial 

information about the currency.   Mt 

Gox is the key exchange that deals in 

Bitcoins. Media reports say Bitcoin 

started gaining momentum “after the 

banking crisis in Cyprus pushed 

depositors there to find creative ways 

to move money”.  US Senate held two 

hearings on Bitcoin. After the hearing, 

the value of Bitcoin is reported to have 

soared to $900 from $13. It is market 

cap over 1.5 bilion US dollars 

 

Why RBI needs to regulate it? 

According to a report in The 

Economic Times today, there are about 

50,000 Bitcoin enthusiasts in the 

country and 30,000 of them have 

downloaded digital wallets to store the 

currency. According to the report, 

CoinMonk, which is creating 

awareness about the currency in India  

is organising India’s first Bitcoin 

conference in Bangalore on December 

14 and 15. This is the second global 

conference on Bitcoin in Asia. 

  

Recently US cracked down on Silk 

Road, an online black market which 

sold illegal drugs for exchange of 

Bitcoins. There are fears that such  

illegal activities are likely to thrive 

using Bitcoin as it allows the owner of 

the currency to remain anonymous. 

We have seen increasing use of such 

currencies by drug dealers, traffickers 
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 of child pornography, and perpetrators 

of large-scale fraud schemes, 

  

According to the report in ET, RBI 

and SBI officials are also likely to 

participate in the conference. The 

central bank had earlier in a report 

noted the challenges posed by such 

virtual currencies. “Globally, the use 

of online and mobile technologies is 

driving the proliferation of virtual 

banks, virtual currencies and provision 

of banking and payment services by 

unlicensed entities. It may all be 

relatively small-scale now, but 

decisions taken now could have wider 

repercussions were such virtual 

currency experiments to be expanded 

in the future. 

  

http://www.firstpost.com/economy/bit

coin-is-gaining-currency-in-india-and-

rbi-is-watching-

1250433.html?utm_source=ref_article 

Date Accessed:  27.11.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

 

No nod for new 

roads in wildlife 

protected areas 
(Anubhati Vishnoi, The Indian 

Express, November 25, 2013) 

  

An Ministry of Environment & Forest 

(MoEF) panel has denied permission 

to state governments to build new 

roads and widen existing ones in 

Wildlife Sanctuaries and other 

protected areas, where animals 

continue to die in road accidents. 

  

MoEF instituted a sub-committee of 

the National Board of Wild Life 

(NBWL) in June to frame a 

comprehensive guideline for 

construction/repair or roads passing 

through Pas and design the best 

practices for such roads for wildlife 

conservation. The report of the panel, 

noting roads have "detrimental 

ecological effects on both terrestrial 

and aquatic natural ecosystems", 

emphasised that roads and highways 

should bypass National Parks and 

Wildlife Sanctuaries. 

  

Report has recommended guidelines 

like avoiding new roads in National 

Parks and core Tiger Habitats and 

maintaining and repairing existing 

roads without widening them. The 

same rules apply to Sanctuaries and 

Reserves but culverts, and resurfacing 

of damaged road sections with stone 

chips, can be considered for approval, 

the report states. 

  

The Committee said that the method 

of such road construction, such as 

blasting, borrow-pit digging and their 

impact on wildlife should be criteria 

for consideration. Report said the 

Wildlife Institute of India (WII) 

should formulate detailed guidelines 

for roads through these areas. It also 

sought view of the state governments. 

 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/

No-nod-for-new-roads-in-wildlife-

protected-areas/1199169/ 

Date Accessed: 25.11.2013 

(Jeet Singh) 

  

Habitat destruction 

continue to 

endanger bird 

species 
(Daily News & Analysis, November 

27, 2013) 

 

An Indian Union for the Conservation 

Nature (IUCN) Red List of Threatened 

Species has identified 15 bird species 

as ‘critically endangered’ in India.  

 

The situation has worsened for at least 

three species have now been listed in 

the Near Threatened (NT) and 

Vulnerable (VU) categories from the 

Least Concern (LC) category by 

IUCN. Moreover, the Himalayan quail 

and pink-headed duck are considered 

extinct. 

 

One of the major reasons for the 

decline is the destruction of natural 

habitat. Most habitats such as 

wetlands, grasslands and forests are 

facing severe threats due to 

developmental projects. Other reasons 

include incidence of chemical 

components like diclofenac, which has 

a harmful effect of vulture species. 

Loss of grassland habitat has severely 

threatened the great Indian Bustard, 

Bengal florican and Jerdon’s courser. 

Destruction of forests in central India 

has lead to the decline in forest owlet 

numbers. 

http://www.dnaindia.com/bangalore/re

port-bangalore-habitat-destruction-

makes-rare-birds-rarer-1925695 

Date Acessed: 27.11.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

Fall in captive 

elephant population 

in Kerala 
(Ignatius Pereira, The Hindu, 

November 25, 2013) 

  

The captive elephant population in 

Kerala has plunged from more than 

750 three years ago to less that 500 

now, primarily owing to the ban on 

bringing in captive elephants from 

other states, coupled with the Forest 

Department putting an end to issuing 

ownership certificates for elephants. 

  

As a result those that remain in 

captivity will be forced to make up for 

the shortage as more festivals are 

getting elephant-oriented. 

  

Since the transfer of ownership 

through sale remains banned, the 

purchase of these elephants is an 

“under-the-counter deal as a 90-year-

lease agreement on a Rs.100 stamp 

paper. This happens because 

custodianship is permitted. As a result, 

many of those who keep elephants in 

the state are not the legal owners of 

that elephant.” 

  

The shortage has not only pushed up 

the elephant hiring rates but also the 

profitability aspect of captive elephant 

rearing. “This has resulted in the price 

tag of some of the acclaimed captive 

tuskers in the state soaring to more 

than Rs. 1.5 crore each.” 

  

The tuskers in their 30s are the ones in 

high demand. The hiring rate of these 
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 elephants is more than Rs. 1 lakh per 

day. These are elephants that bring in 

a minimum annual profit of Rs. 25 

lakh to Rs. 30 lakh each to the owner. 

If made to attend festivals without the 

mandatory rest which is not unusual, 

the profit figure doubles.” 

  

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/fall-in-

captive-elephant-population-in-

kerala/article5388048.ece 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2013 

(Ashwin Varghese) 

 

Maharashtra’s 

CETP fail to meet 

standards 
(Soundaram Ramanathan, Down to 

Earth, November 23, 2013) 

The Maharashtra State Pollution 

Control Board (SPCB) has found that 

Common Effluent Treatment Plants 

(CETPs) operating in the state are 

ineffective. The latest weekly 

monitoring report of the board 

which was put in place after an 

order of Bombay High Court in 

November last year says that 

CETPs in the state are not meeting 

required standards. 
  

Parametres like pH value, Biological 

Oxygen Demand (BOD) and 

Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD) of 

the treated effluent water are used by 

the board to ascertain the level of 

pollution. The Bombay High Court 

directions followed a petition filed two 

years ago by the residents of the state, 

alleging that CETP plants are not 

meeting standards. The petition sought 

a ban on all new industries in these 

industrial clusters till the CETPs start 

functioning properly. The high court 

had passed many interim orders for 

regulating CETPs in the state. The 

court during its initial hearings noted 

that the regional officers have taken 

strict actions like plant closure on non 

compliance. But these orders got 

diluted by the senior officials when 

they interfered and levied fines as a 

solution when the companies filed 

appeals. 

 

At present, the state has 26 CETPs, of 

which only 23 are operating. The total 

effluent treatment capacity of these 

plants is 208.05 mld (million litres per 

day). The total capital investment on 

these plants is a little over Rs 170 

crore. More than 8,015 member 

industries in industrial areas of the 

state send their effluent to these plants. 

  

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/conten

t/maharashtra-s-common-effluent-

treatment-plants-not-meeting-

standards 

Date Accessed: 23.11.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

AGRICULTURE 

Agriculture 

Ministry seeks 

graded duty 

structure on edible 

oil imports 
(Exim News Service, November 24, 

2013) 

 

The Agriculture Ministry has called 

for a graded import duty structure in 

order to protect the domestic refining 

industry from duty changes in other 

countries and make them competitive 

internationally.  

 

The ministry suggested edible oil 

import duties should be made more 

flexible, whereby they would 

automatically go up if international 

edible oil prices fall by a certain level 

and vica-versa.  

 

The government had proposed to 

increase the import duty on refined 

edible oil from the current 7.5 per cent 

to 10 per cent to protect the domestic 

industry. 

 

Imports of refined edible oil shot up 

by over 41 per cent in the 2012-13 oil 

marketing year that ended in October 

mainly due to the inverted duty 

structure in Indonesia and Malaysia as 

compared to the same period last year. 

 

http://www.eximin.net/NewsDetails.as

px?name=74064 

Date Accessed : 25.11.2013 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

Govt approves 

Agriculture Export 

Promotion Plan 

Scheme of APEDA 
(The Indian Awaz, November 25, 

2013) 
  

The Cabinet Committee on Economic 

Affairs (CCEA) has approved the 

proposal of the Ministry of Commerce 

and Industry for continuation of the 

Agriculture Export Promotion Plan 

Scheme of the Agricultural and 

Processed Food Products Export 

Development Authority (APEDA) 

with four components in the 12th Plan 

period (2012-13 to 2016-17). 

  

Highlights of the Scheme 

 

1. The four important 

components of the scheme 

are infrastructure 

development, transport 

assistance, market 

development and quality 

development.  

2. The outlay of the scheme will 

be Rs.1100 crore during the 

12th Plan period.  The 

expenditure has been 

incurred in the first year of 

the 12th Plan with the 

approval of Integrated 

Finance (IF) Division 

3. The main objective of the 

scheme is to enhance the 

capability of the Indian 

exporters of agro products 

and support them in realising 

their export potential. 

 

The components of the scheme would 

help in catalysing the efforts of the 

exporting community through need 

based interventions by APEDA at 

different stages of the supply chain. 

  

http://theindianawaaz.com/index.php?

option=com_content&view=article&i

d=15523&catid=49 
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 Date Accessed: 26.11.2013 

(Neha Singh) 

 

 

DEFENCE 

India to have 

Sudarshan Chakra-

like missile soon 
(India Today, November 21, 2013) 

 

India is planning to develop its own 

Sudarshan Chakra-like deadly 

hypersonic potent missile in next few 

years. 

 

BrahMos Aerospace India Ltd (BAIL) 

is currently working on BrahMos II 

programme where scientists have 

taken inspiration from Lord Vishnu's 

weapon. Going at a speed of Mach 7, 

the missile would deliver the warhead, 

assess the destruction of target, come 

back and get ready to go again. 

 

According to Dr Pillai, considered to 

be the father of the world's fastest 

supersonic BrahMos cruise missile 

project, “the BAIL has already 

established a lead in supersonic 

missile. Definitely India and its 

scientific community are capable of 

developing a hypersonic missile which 

is reusable. With technology changing 

every day and a sort of information 

war beginning in the world, there is a 

possibility of mind operating 

machines. Hypersonic vehicles with 

multi-use will reduce the cost putting 

payload in the orbit. It could deliver 

the payload at multiple points and it 

can come back.” India will get this 

hypersonic missile in the next five to 

seven years. At present, BAIL is 

working on the air-to-air missile, 

which should get ready by the end of 

2014. BAIL’s ultimate goal is to 

establish a military industry complex 

which can provide all the weapons in 

the country. 

 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/suda

rshan-chakra-brahmos-aerospace-

india-ltd-bail-air-to-air-

missile/1/325940.html 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2013 

(Anjana John) 
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SECTION 3: SOCIETY 

 
REGIONAL 

CG launches 

'Operation Oliver' 

to save rare turtles 
(The Times Of India, November 25, 

2013) 

 

As part of its annual mission to ensure 

safety of Olive Ridley sea turtles that 

come to Gahirmatha marine sanctuary 

of Odisha to take sojourn during their 

breeding season, the CG has launched 

'Operation Oliver'.  

 

The conservation programme is being 

carried out jointly by the CG and the 

forest department to keep watch and 

vigil on illegal fishing along the turtle 

concentration zone.  

 

In order to provide adequate 

protection to the endangered species, 

the CG has put a dornier aircraft to 

service to keep a tab on illegal fishing 

in the sanctuary. It has also organised 

interactive sessions with fishermen 

communities to sensitise them on the 

legal embargo on fishing during 

ridleys' nesting season.  

 

The CG patrol in turtle congregation 

sites would continue till the marine 

turtles finish laying eggs on nesting 

beaches.  

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ho

me/environment/flora-fauna/Coast-

Guard-launches-Operation-Oliver-to-

save-rare-

turtles/articleshow/26359117.cms? 

Date Accessed: 25.11.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

 

Himachal to extend 

food subsidy to 

those left out 
(The Daily Pioneer, November 25, 

2013) 

 

“Himachal Pradesh will convene a 

special meeting of Gram Sabhas on 

December 01 to identify and include 

beneficiaries left out of the food grain 

scheme.” The meeting will be 

convened “in all 3,243 panchayats so 

that all the eligible families are 

included in the Rajiv Gandhi Ann 

Yojana (RGAY).” 

 

Himachal Pradesh has its own food 

subsidy scheme under which three 

pulses, edible oil and salt is provided 

at subsidised rates to 1,699,255 

ration card holders. The government 

also decided to increase the outlay 

for the scheme recently, from ‘175 

crores to 237 crores’. According to 

an official working with RGAY, “over 

37 lakh consumers are being provided 

five kilo of food grain per person per 

month at subsidised rates under the 

Targeted Public Distribution System 

(TPDS). Each eligible person is being 

given three kilo wheat at `two per kilo 

and two kilo rice at `three per kilo.” 

 

Efforts to achieve government’s vision 

for food security also focuses in the 

state: 

● To accomplish the 

government’s vision for women 

empowerment, ration cards of 

the beneficiary family will be 

issued in the name of “senior-

most adult female member of 

the family.” In case a family has 

no adult female member, “the 

card will be issued in the name of 

the family’s male head and 

transferred in the name of female 

member when she turns 18 

years.” 

● “Every eligible pregnant women 

and lactating mother is entitled 

to rich protein meal, free of cost 

during pregnancy and six months 

after childbirth through the local 

anganwadi centres.”  

● 196,654 Antyodaya ration card 

holders are entitled to get 20 kilo 

wheat at `two per kilo and 15 kilo 

of rice at `three per kilo per 

family. 

● 2,728 beneficiaries under the 

Annapurna scheme would get 10 

kilo of additional rice free of cost. 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/state-

editions/chandigarh/himachal-to-

extend-food-subsidy-to-those-left-

out.html 

Date Accessed: 25.11.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

Sikkim revives 

dying mountain 

springs, lakes 
(The Hindu, November 11, 2013) 

 

Responding to the growing water 

insecurity because of dying mountain 

springs, Sikkim has covered a total of 

400 hectares of land under spring shed 

development programme in five years. 

 

The government has spent Rs 2.5 

crore, which has resulted in an annual 

ground water recharge of 900 million 

litres and has revived 50 springs and 

four lakes in 20 drought-prone Gram 

Panchayats in the northeastern state. 

This has been beneficial for about 

65,000 (80 per cent) of the rural 

households for whom these springs are 

the only source of water to meet their 

domestic and irrigation needs. 

 

The Planning Commission has 

recommended the inclusion of spring-

shed development in the new 

expanded list of permissible works 

under Mahatma Gandhi National 

Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

(MGNREGA). This has paved the way 

for starting the process revival of 

springs across the length and breadth 

of the country. 

 http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/tp-in-school/sikkim-revives-

dying-mountain-springs-

lakes/article5336138.ece 

Date Accessed: 25.11.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

New Policy formed 

to curb water 

scarcity in Odisha 
(The Daily Pioneer, October 11, 

2013) 

 

The Odisha government introduced 

State Urban Water Policy-2013 for 

provision of equitable and 

affordable quality drinking water in 

a time-bound manner in next 12 

years. The latest policy ensures that 

all households have metering facilities 
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 and they have round-the-clock access 

to drinking water. 

 

The initiative will cater the needs of 

the rising population in the 106 urban 

local body areas. The policy envisages 

an investment of Rs 4,380 crore under 

the target period from 2015-27. 

 

The implementation of the draft 

policy, prepared by the State Cabinet, 

would be finalised by a high-power 

steering committee headed by the 

Chief Minister. 

Along with the formulation of the 

above mentioned new water policy, 

the Cabinet took other significant 

decisions on tariff structure and 

revision of stamp duty rate. 

 

● “The Cabinet approved the 

amendment to the Odisha Water 

Works (Urban Local Bodies) 

Rules, 1980 for enabling the 

Housing and UD Department to 

fix project-specific water rate for 

water supply to institutional and 

non-domestic consumers 

including bulk under Public-

Private Partnership (PPP).” The 

water rate would be revised from 

time to time based on project 

viability. Also, there would be a 

separate tariff regime for slum 

areas. 

● “Additionally, the Cabinet 

approved the proposal to revise 

the rate of Stamp Duty on 

execution of deed of power of 

attorney as prescribed in the 

Article 48 of Schedule 1-A of the 

Indian Stamp Act, 1899.” It was 

decided that the stamp duty would 

be payable on the instrument 

basis of the market value of the 

property, which are subject to 

relations of family members like 

father, mother, wife or husband, 

brother, sister, son and daughter. 

 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/state-

editions/bhubaneswar/new-policy-

formed-to-curb-water-scarcity.html 

Date Accessed: 23.11.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 
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INDIA IN THE 

WORLD 

Vietnam offers 

India seven oil 

blocks in South 

China Sea 
(The Hindu, November 21, 2013) 

 

Vietnam has offered India seven oil 

blocks in South China Sea, including 

three on an exclusive basis, and joint 

prospecting in some Central Asian 

countries with which both Hanoi and 

New Delhi have good political ties. 

The two countries have signed eight 

pacts of which the ones on energy 

cooperation and protection of 

information in defence will intensify 

the already close ties in these two 

sectors. The MoU on oil exploration is 

for three years and its contents have 

not been made available. Hence, it 

could not be ascertained whether the 

allocation will fall foul of China 

which lays claim to a portion of South 

China Sea that has been under 

Vietnam’s jurisdiction. 

 

For the defence pact, preparatory work 

was done which includes the 

agreement on greater cooperation in 

capacity building, joint projects and 

training. India has already agreed to 

train 500 Vietnamese submariners and 

will transfer four naval boats under a 

$100-million credit line. In a joint 

statement, both the countries termed 

defence cooperation a “significant 

pillar” of strategic partnership and 

noted the increased pace of defence 

dialogue, training and exercises, ship 

visits, capacity building and 

exchanges between think tanks.  

 

“On the economic front, an MoU 

formalised Vietnam’s decision to 

award Tata Power a $1.8-billion 

thermal power project after a failed 

bid by the same company to set up a 

$5-billion steel plant. An air services 

agreement, which was also among the 

eight to be signed, could lead to direct 

flights giving a boost to trade and 

tourism.” 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/nation

al/india-and-vietnam-ink-

pacts/article5372744.ece?homepage=t

rue 

Date Accessed: 25.11.2013 

(Anjana John) 

 

India beats China 

to become most 

attractive 

investment 

destination, Global 

Investor Sentiment 

at 2-year-high: 

E&Y Report 
(Sreeja VN, International Business 

Times, The  November 25, 2013) 

 

According to Ernst & Young's 

(E&Y) Report,“Capital Confidence 

Barometre,” India has topped the 

list of the world's most attractive 

investment destinations. India beat 

China in the rankings which reflect 

the “growing investor confidence” in 

the country. India is closely followed 

by Brazil at second position on the 

list, and China taking the third slot. 

Canada and the U.S., take fourth and 

fifth position respectively. 

 

A sharp depreciation in the rupee's 

value against the dollar and recent 

policy reforms, like “opening up of 

various sectors to foreign investors” 

have helped India emerge as an 

attractive investment destination. 

Additionally, Indian companies, 

facing debt and credit crunch, are 

considering exiting non-core 

businesses. 

 

The report's findings, based on a 

survey of 1,600 senior executives 

from more than 70 countries, showed 

that 90 per cent of respondents are 

confident about the stability of the 

world economy. The survey also 

found that 65 per cent of investors 

expect the global economy to 

“improve at an accelerating rate” and 

deal volumes to improve. 

In India, about 38 per cent of the 

respondents believed the Mergers & 

Acquisitions (M&A) business will 

improve in the next 12 months. 

 

http://www.ibtimes.com/india-beats-

china-become-most-attractive-

investment-destination-global-

investor-sentiment-2-year 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2013 

(Mahima Malik) 

 

EAST AND 

SOUTH EAST 

ASIA 

India gets on the 

highway to growth 

in South-East Asia 
(Business Standard, November 19, 

2013) 

 

As India readies to sign the Free Trade 

Agreement (FTA) on services and 

investment with the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), 

taking bilateral trade relations to the 

next level of a comprehensive 

economic partnership agreement, the 

focus is on the laying out of a massive 

road connectivity plan to tie the region 

together to boost economic objectives. 

“India has already proposed extending 

the trilateral highway project 

connecting India, Myanmar and 

Thailand to neighbouring Cambodia 

and Vietnam. The idea is to set up 

Special Economic Zones (SEZ) along 

this highway and provide seamless 

connectivity through these countries 

by 2016, by when the projects are 

expected to become operational.” 

Right now, work is on to repair and 

strengthen 71 bridges that link this 

stretch. 

 

Total bilateral trade between Asean 

and India reached $75.6 billion in 

2012, surpassing the target of $70 

billion. Now, with the implementation 

of the India-Asean comprehensive 

economic partnership, the target for 

two-way trade has been set at $100 

billion by 2015, for which an 

integrated transport network would be 

the key. 
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“Another project that India has shown 

interest in is the Mekong-India 

Economic Corridor (MIEC) (an 

offshoot of the trilateral highway) to 

link Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia 

and Vietnam with India. The corridor- 

which might be funded by Asian 

Development Bank (ADB)-will extend 

from Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam to 

Dawei in Myanmar via Bangkok 

(Thailand) and Phnom Penh 

(Cambodia) and then on to Chennai in 

India.” 

 

http://www.business-

standard.com/article/economy-

policy/india-gets-on-the-highway-to-

growth-in-southeast-asia-

113111901304_1.html 

Date Accessed: 25.11.2013 

(Anjana John) 

  

MIDDLE-EAST 

P5+1 and Iran 

agree landmark 

nuclear deal at 

Geneva 

(Russia Today, 

November 24, 2013) 
  
The P5+1 world powers and Iran have 

struck a historic deal on Tehran’s 

nuclear programme at talks in Geneva. 

Under the interim agreement, Tehran 

will be allowed access to $4.2 billion 

in funds frozen as part of the financial 

sanctions imposed on Iran over 

suspicions that its nuclear programme 

is aimed at producing an atomic bomb.  

 

As part of the deal Iran has 

committed to: 

 Halt uranium enrichment to above 

five per cent.  

 Dismantle equipment required to 

enrich above five per cent.  

 Refrain from further enrichment 

of its 3.5 per cent stockpile.  

 Dilute its store of 20 per cent-

enriched uranium.  

 Limit the use and installation of 

its centrifuges.  

 Cease construction on the Arak 

nuclear reactor.  

 Provide International Atomic 

Energy Agency( IAEA)  

inspectors with daily access to the 

Natanz and Fordo sites.  

  

The oil ministry's calculation that $8.5 

billion can be saved if India imports 

an additional 11 million tonnes of 

Iranian crude might look feasible. 

  

http://rt.com/news/iran-historic-

nuclear-deal-201/ 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/bus

iness/india-business/Iran-nuclear-deal-

may-end-cheap-oil-supply-for-

India/articleshow/26381594.cms 

Date Accessed: 27.11.2013 

(Neha Singh) 
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SECTION 5:  BOOKS AND OPINIONS 

OPINIONS 

Set up more 

adalats 
(The Asian Age, November 25, 

2013)\ 

 

After over 28 lakh cases were 

dispensed in a single day’s sitting 

of “lok adalats” involving judicial 

bodies starting from the Supreme 

Court to the tehsil level on 

November 23, the author feels 

that there is a need to take an 

affirmative action such as regular 

mass disposal of cases. 

 

The author blames the 

government for failing to clear the 

back log in the legal system and 

argues that one of the reasons is 

that government functionaries file 

cases at the drop of a hat. 

 

The system must also find ways to 

ensure litigants aren’t intimidated 

or coerced into accepting 

decisions that are final and 

binding. Solutions in some of the 

cases like those involving 

property disputes are difficult to 

come by and there needs to be an 

understanding to consider 

alternate solutions driven towards 

settling the issue. 

 

The author believes that 

alternative dispute resolution 

forums like lok adalats and 

arbitration proceedings are the 

way ahead for India to tackle the 

disposal of an estimated three 

crore cases pending in courts as of 

January. 

 

http://www.asianage.com/editorial

/set-more-adalats-716 

Date Accessed : 26.11.2013 

(Pallavi Ghosh) 

 

Can India’s first 

women’s bank  

live up to the 

expectations? 
(Tamal Bandyopadhyay, Live 

Mint, November 24, 2013) 

  

Most existing Public Sector Banks 

(PSUs) in India were founded by 

individuals and later nationalised 

through laws but Bharatiya 

Mahila Bank (BMB) is the first 

instance of a public bank being set 

up. Under RBI norms, 25 per cent 

of a bank’s branches need to be 

set up in rural India but BMB has 

been excused from this. It is 

claimed that the bank will break-

even in the next three to five 

years. Its total business advances 

and deposits will be Rs.60,000 

crore by 2020, when it will have a 

770-strong branch network and it 

will be listed in due course. 

  

According to the Harvard 

Business Review (HBR), women 

control about $20 trillion global 

consumer spending and earn 

about $18 trillion extending their 

circle of economic influence, but 

unfavourable business and 

regulatory environments impede 

women entrepreneurs from 

accessing finance. An 

International Finance Corporation 

(IFC).-McKinsey study says this 

has led to a $320 billion credit 

gap. So there is a need for 

women bank but past 

experience show that women 

banks have failed to reach the 

expectation. 
  

Only two countries have 

experimented with this. Pakistan 

was the first country to set up a 

woman’s bank first Women Bank 

Ltd in 1989. Late prime minister 

Benazir Bhutto established this to 

meet the needs of women 

entrepreneurs. It gives loans to 

those companies where women 

have at least 50 per cent 

shareholding, or women 

employees constitute at least 40 

per cent of total employees or 

those that have a Woman chief 

Executive Officer (CEO). Under 

the burden of rising bad debts, in 

the first nine months of 2013, it 

reported losses of around 158 

million Pakistani rupees as it had 

to set aside 166 million Pakistani 

rupees for bad loans. The bank 

has about 60,000 women 

customers spread over 41 

branches over 24 locations, with a 

majority in Karachi, its 

headquarters. 

  

Tanzania Women’s Bank Limited 

(TWBL) is the second example. 

In 1999, a group of women 

entrepreneurs mooted the idea of 

the bank to then president 

Benjamin William Mkapa. It was 

set up in 2007, with the 

government holding 97 per cent 

equity stake and private entities 

the rest, but it started business in 

July 2009. Based in Dar es 

Salaam, it focuses on low-income 

earners, small businesses and 

small and medium enterprises. In 

India, there have been a few 

cooperative banks that give loans 

to women borrowers but even 

they have not been able to scale 

up business. 

  

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion

/J3GC1VgS3n5g6Uh2ScpAzM/D

oes-urban-India-need-a-womens-

bank.html 

  

Date Accessed: 25.10.2013 

(Neha Singh) 
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