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Responding to Natural Disasters:    
India Amongst Worst Prepared in the 

World 
World Risk Report 2012 says 

Environmental Degradation Increases Vulnerability 
	  

India is blessed by nature with a 
geographical location that gives it 
greater protection from exposure 
to natural hazards (such as 
earthquakes, cyclones, flooding, 
drought and sea level rise) than 
many countries in the world.  
 
But India squanders this natural 
advantage because of our 
failure to put in place policy 
and institutional frameworks 
necessary for responding to 
natural disasters. The 
consequence? The lives of 
millions of Indians are lost, or at 
risk. 
 
This is revealed by the World 
Risk Report 2012, presented in 
October, 2012 by the United 
Nations University Institute for 

Environment and Human Security 
(UNU-EHS), German Alliance for 
Development Works (Alliance) 
and the Nature Conservancy. 
 
India is shown as sorely lacking 
in capacity for immediate 
response to natural disasters, 
and for future planning to face 
disasters. 
 
India ranks an embarrassingly 
low 120/173 countries in the 
critical measure of “coping 
capacities”, i.e., measures and 
capabilities available for 
immediate response to reduce 
harm and damage in the 
occurrence of an event. India has 
only 19.22% of the required 
capacity for immediate 
response. 
 

 India ranks an ever more lowly 
152 out of 173 countries on the 
measure of “adaptive capacity”, 
i.e., measures and strategies to 
address the negative impacts of 
natural hazards and climate 
change in the future through 
“education and research”, “gender 
equity”, “environmental/ 
ecosystem protection”, 
“adaptation strategies” and “in- 
vestments”.  India has only 39% 
of the required capacity to 
prepare for future natural 
disasters. 
 
The Report suggests that failure 
to build capacity to effectively 
respond to natural disasters 
needs to become a prominent 
political issue. 
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The Report analyzes who is at risk 
from natural disasters, what 
contributes to this risk and what 
can be done about it.  
 
 The Pacific Island states of 
Vanuatu and Tonga have the 
highest disaster risk. Malta and 
Qatar face the lowest risk 
worldwide  

 
"The World Risk Report gives us 
a vivid picture of how 
environmental destruction on a 
global scale is increasingly 
becoming a direct threat to 
human beings as well. Where 
slopes have been deforested, 
where protective reefs, mangroves 

and wetlands have degenerated or 
even completely disappeared, the 
forces of nature impact with far 
higher force on inhabited 
areas," said the director of the 
Alliance Development Works. 
 
This report illustrates the 
powerful role that 
environmental protection can 
play in reducing risks to people 
and property from coastal hazards 
like storms, erosion and floods. 
Coral reefs, oyster reefs and 
mangroves offer flexible, cost-
effective, and sustainable first 
lines of defense, as well as other 
benefits like healthy fisheries and 
tourism that sea walls and 
breakwaters will never provide,"  

The WRR, 2012 gives several 
examples where environmental 
degradation due to anthropogenic 
interventions has resulted in 
natural hazards, which have 
turned into disasters. Sandstorms 
in China are increasing in 
intensity and impact due to 
industrial pollution, over-
cultivation, de-forestation and 
overgrazing. The floods in 
Pakistan and earthquake/ tsunami 
in Japan were similarly magnified 
in impact due to human activities.  
 
Thus environmental decay 
contributes to the magnification 
of natural hazards which in turn 
degrade the environment further 
completing a destructive cycle. 
 
There are 200 million people 
who may receive risk reduction 
from coral reefs alone or may 
have to bear higher costs of 
disasters if the reefs are 
degraded. These are people in 
villages, towns, and cities who 
live in low, risk prone coastal 
areas (below 10m elevation) and 
within 50 km of coral reefs. 

 The 15 “most at-risk nations” are 
all tropical and coastal where 
coastal habitats like reefs and 
mangroves are incredibly 
important for people’s lives and 
livelihoods. Reefs, for example, 
can reduce wave energy 
approaching coasts by more than 
85 percent, says the Report. 

While it is clear that sustainable 
and healthy ecosystems can 
greatly reduce disaster risk, the 
Report says that UN Millennium 
Ecosystem Assessment, 2005 
showed that 60% of the 
ecosystems are not being 
sustainably used or are in a state 
of ongoing degradation. 

Urgent policy and political action 
is required to protect India from 
negative impacts of natural 
disasters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Environmental degradation is 
a significant factor that 
reduces the capacity of 
societies to deal with disaster 
risk in many countries around 
the world. This is a key 
message of the Report. 

The report shows  why 
environmental sustainability 
should be a cornerstone in risk 
reduction strategies of 
countries. 

The Report says that India is 
one of the two countries in 
the world (along with 
Indonesia) where the 
maximum number of people 
(over 35 million) will be 
protected from natural 
disasters if reefs are 
protected. 

 

 

“Whether ..a natural event will 
develop into a disaster depends 
only partially on the strength 
of the event itself. A 
substantial cause lies in the 
living conditions of people in 
the affected regions and the 
opportunities to quickly 
respond and help. Those who 
are prepared and who know 
what to do during an extreme 
natural event have higher 
survival chances. The 
countries that anticipate 
natural hazards, prepare for the 
consequences of climate 
change and provide the 
necessary financial resources 
that are better equipped for the 
future.” 
 
“The risk a country runs of 
becoming a victim depends 
crucially on social, economic 
and institutional factors – in a 
nutshell, the condition of 
society within that country”  

The Report says that the 
world experienced 4,130 
natural disasters, more than 
a million deaths and an 
economic loss of at least 
1.195 trillion dollars in the 
last decade (2002 to 2011). 
 
The Report calls this scale 
of natural disasters 
“alarming”. 
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India’s Growing 
Billionaire Class: 
Fueled by Black 
Money, Thriving 
on “Curry 
Capitalism”  
(Vivek Dehejia, The New York 
Times Blog on India, 30 
October, 2012) 
  
The New York Times reports a 
new study by economists Michael 
Walton and Aditi Gandhi on the 
48 Indians who are on the 2012  
Annual Forbes list of the world’s 
1,153 billionaires. The Report 
points to two worrying trends for 
Indian policy makers. First, 
increasing concentration of 
power in the hands of a few 
individuals; and second, the 
majority of India’s wealthiest 
(by wealth) are making money 
in corrupt sectors where black 
money plays a dominant role – 
strengthening the dangerous 
nexus between the black 
economy and corruption in 
governance. Their wealth is owed 
to poor governance, not to 
innovation or creativity. 
 
Here are some of the major 
findings of the study: 

• 43 percent of India’s 
billionaires came from 
sectors that the 
researchers call “rent-
thick,” that is, those 
enjoying what 
economists would 
consider above-normal 
profits because the 
companies possess 
certain privileges (real 
estate, construction, 
infrastructure, media, 
cement and mining).  
These billionaires 
account for a majority 
(about 60 percent) of 
the total wealth of 
India’s billionaires. 

• Billionaires’ wealth as a 
percentage of national 
income in India rose 
dramatically from a 

low point of less than 1 
percent in 1996 to 22 
percent in 2008 (about 
10% as of 2012 it stands 
at just under 10 percent). 

• The billionaire share of 
national income is 
comparable to United 
States and Mexico, 
where billionaires’ 
wealth in both countries 
is about 10 percent of 
national income.  

• India is more unequal 
than China (where the 
comparable statistic is 
below 5 percent) and 
Brazil (a little above 5 
percent). 

• Russia has a higher share 
of billionaires to national 
income (pushing 20 
percent). 

• In terms of numbers, the 
majority of Indian 
billionaires are “self-
made,” (60%). Around 
40 percent have 
“inherited and 
growing” wealth (e.g., 
the Ambani brothers). 
Self-made billionaires 
are in new fields like 
information technology. 

• The NYT piece suggests 
that “economies 
populated by those 
whose wealth is self-
made are more dynamic 
than those that rely on 
the perpetuation of 
existing economic elites 
and their descendants.” 

The	   NYT	   article	   also	   refers	   to	  
the	   August	   2012	   Financial	  
Times	   Article,	   “India must 
harness the profit motive in the 
spirit of Nehru”, in which 
economists Jayant Sinha 
(Managing Director, Omidyar 
Network India Advisors) 
Ashutosh  Varshney (Professor at 
Brown University) argue that 
since the introduction of 
liberalization in 1991 “no 
political party has mounted an 
ideological defence of 
capitalism, which is still to 
acquire political legitimacy.” 
 
The authors argued that India had 
“witnessed the rise of three 

distinct flavours of capitalism: 
state capitalism, crony 
capitalism and entrepreneurial 
capitalism. Together these three 
constitute what might 
whimsically be termed “curry 
capitalism”. 
 
 
The FT article says that “Crony 
capitalism has taken two forms. In 
sectors such as aviation and 
telecommunications, cronyism 
and entrepreneurship go hand in 
hand. ….. but in power 
generation, mining and property, 
business conglomerates have 
operated primarily as crony 
capitalists, pursuing opportunities 
in collusion with government; an 
extractive elite has made vast 
fortunes.” 
 
“Entrepreneurial capitalism”, 
argues the FT article, “the child of 
liberalisation, dominates 
knowledge-based industries, 
capital markets and consumer 
goods… [where] innovation and 
rising productivity have driven 
growth, job creation and wealth 
generation. This is the form of 
capitalism that the polity ought to 
encourage.” The FT article argues 
that the rise of coalition politics 
has limited the growth of 
entrepreneurial capitalism. 
Because coalitions “have had to 
satisfy more political players than 
ever before, often leading them to 
overlook graft". 
 
“Politicians have come under 
increasing pressure to show 
sensitivity towards poorer, 
especially rural voters, who have 
voted more than the urban middle 
classes. Keeping electricity prices 
artificially low for farmers is one 
of the ways in which the polity 
has responded to this pressure, but 
more creative solutions are clearly 
needed to respond both to 
political necessities and to 
economic imperatives. 
 
http://india.blogs.nytimes.com/20
12/10/30/indias-billionaire-
wealth-sign-of-a-healthy-or-an-
ailing-economy/ 
(Date accessed: 30.10.2012) 
(Karishma) 



	  

	   4	  

SECTION	  1:	  THE	  ECONOMY	  

Petroleum subsidy: The 
Committee recommended 
increase in the price of 
diesel by Rs. 4 per liter, of 
kerosene by Rs. 2 per liter 
and of LPG by Rs. 50 per 
cylinder. In addition, it 
recommended “smaller and 
more frequent price 
revisions” as essential to 
reduce the petroleum 
subsidy to manageable 
proportions. 
 
Fertilizer subsidy: 
Secondly, it proposed 
rationalising the MRP of 
Urea by 10 percent in one 
year, with any further 
increase being limited to 
any increase in the pooled 
gas price and in fixed cost. 
 
Food subsidy: The 
committee proposed 
reducing the food subsidy 
by reducing administrative 
costs (PDS), and possibly 
through direct transfer of 
cash subsidies. It also 
advised revising the 
Central Issue Price (CIP) 
in the same proportion as 
the routine increases in 
Minimum Support Price 
(MSP). Finally, it 
recommended removing 
the system of levy sugar, 
which accounts for only 10 
percent of the total 
consumption of the sugar 
in the country, and to 
remove the existing 
controls on the flow of 
non-levy sugar. 

 
Finance Ministry 
Set for Further 
Economic 
Reforms 
 (Press Release, Ministry of 
Finance, Press Information 
Bureau, 29 October, 2012). 
  
Government had constituted a 
committee headed by Dr. Vijay 
Kelkar to formulate a path to 
fiscal consolidation.  
 
The Kelkar Committee has 
recommended a number of 
measures related to taxation, 
disinvestment and expenditure. 
  
● Taxation: The measures 

suggested included 
transitioning to the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST), a 
review of the Direct Taxes 
Code (DTC) before 
introduction in Parliament 
and administrative measures 
to improve tax collection. 

● Disinvestment: The 
Committee recommended 
that the Government disinvest 
its stake in companies that 
were privatised earlier which 
included SUUTI, HZL and 
BALCO. Further, 
disinvestment has been 
approved by the Government 
in Hindustan Copper Ltd., 
NALCO, SAIL, RINL, 
BHEL, OIL, MMTC and 
NMDC. If properly achieved, 
the committee opined that the 
Government could raise Rs. 
30, 000 crores from 
disinvestment. 
 

● Expenditure: The measures 
recommended included the 
rationalisation of schemes 
and strict control and 
monitoring of expenditure. 
Given that the subsidies on 
petroleum, food and fertilizer 
account for more than 90 
percent of total subsidies, the 
committee’s 
recommendations on 

reducing subsidies are as 
below: 

 
● Further, in trying to meet the 

Current Account Deficit 
(CAD) which is 3.7 percent 
of the GDP, the Government 
“is confident that the CAD 
will be fully financed by 
capital inflows, and expects 
that a substantial part of it 
will be in the form of 
Foreign Direct Investments 
(FDI), Foreign Institutional 

Investments (FII) and 
External Commercial 
Borrowings (ECB).”  
 

● Having accepted the 
recommendations, the FM 
pointed out that the 
Government expects to 
“contain and economise on 
expenditure, both on the Plan 
and the non-Plan side.” As 
part of this, it will 
increasingly rely on Aadhaar 
enabled direct cash transfers 
of merit subsidies. Arguing 
that “the poor must be 
protected and others must 
bear their fair share of the 
burden”, the FM emphasized 
that all flagship schemes of 

inclusive 
development will be 
protected under the fiscal 
consolidation plan. 
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erele
ase.aspx?relid=0 
Can be accessed directly at 
http://finmin.nic.in/press_roo
m/2012/FM_stat_FiscalRoad
Map.pdf 
(Date accessed: 30.10.2012) 
Pushparaj. V. Deshpande 

 

Govt Will Aim to 
Restrict Fiscal 
Deficit to 5.3 
Percent 
(India Today, 31 October, 2012) 
 
In a meeting that was held on 31st 
October, the Finance Minister has 
announced that revenue collection 
and control expenditure would be 
maximised in order to restrict 
fiscal to 5.3 percent of the GDP. 
Global and domestic factors have 
led to the soaring fiscal deficit. P. 
Chidambaram said that efforts 
would be made to bridge the 
Current Account Deficit (CAD) 
which is approximately USD 70.3 
billion at present. For ensuring 
this, FDI is inevitable because 
without such a measure, India 
would soon have to rely on 
borrowings. The members who 
attended the meeting also 
suggested the need to “plug 
leakages in delivery of subsidies 
to the needy people and poor 
farmers.” The problem of 
reducing fiscal deficit is one that 
the country needs to address very 
urgently to ensure a stable 
economy. 
 
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/
p-chidambaram-government-to-
restrict-fiscal-deficit-to-5.3-per-
cent/1/227025.html 
(Date Accessed: 31.10.2012) 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
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Economists Hail 
RBI for Rate 
Defiance 
(The Financial Express, 30 
October, 2012) 
 
Despite being nudged repeatedly 
by the Central Government to cut 
interest rates to help revive 
economic growth, RBI decided to 
leave the interest rates unchanged.  
 
This decision has been taken 
keeping in mind the inflationary 
pressures in India and economists 
have also supported the move 
saying that “sticky inflation” 
should be the RBI’s primary 
concern. RBI revised its year end 
target for inflation to 7.5% and 
also slashed its GDP forecast for 
FY13 from 6.5% earlier to 5.8% 
now. Rating agency CRISIL 
points out that despite lowering 
the forecast, RBI did not cut the 
repo rate because upward pressure 
on inflation remains high due to 
high rural wages, insufficient 
supply of food articles and 
temporary distortions from 
administered fuel price revisions. 
While analysts have described its 
move to cut CRR as a “token 
easing which should support 
sentiment in the near term”, its 
decision to increase provisions for 
restructured assets is viewed as 
likely to put additional burden on 
the profitability of the banking 
system. Thus RBI’s key policy 
decisions free of any political 
intervention have been received 
well by economists all over India. 
 
http://www.samachar.com/Econo
mists-hail-RBI-for-rate-defiance-
mk4vM0gjcah.html 
(Date Accessed: 30.10.2012) 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 

 
 
 

Call for Focus on 
Small Businesses 
and Public 
Service Delivery  
(Swaminathan SA Aiyar, The 
Economic Times, 24 October, 
2012) 
 
The recently announced 
avalanche of economic reforms 
has once again pointed out the 
ignorance of some very critical 
areas which require shift of focus 
from policies that impact only the 
big companies to a common 
people perspective.   
 
In the current state of affairs two 
of the most essential reforms are: 
economic reforms for the small 
and medium businesses and 
governance reforms especially 
police and legal reforms which 
can “transform the delivery of all 
government services.”  
 
Some of the recently published 
reports have reinstated the 
unfavorable structural conditions 
for business in India and therefore 
a need for a more liberal policy.  
 
Though India has been able to use 
its governance reforms to 
accelerate growth in the past but 
sectors like real estate and natural 
resources still struggle due to mis-
governance, which inflates 
corruption and deteriorates the 
delivery of government services.  
 
Therefore a host of such reforms 
both in economy and governance 
is capable of addressing this issue 
of reducing the fiscal deficit of the 
country by a huge margin which 
can transform the Indian 
economy. 
 
http://articles.economictimes.india
times.com/2012-10-
24/news/34707984_1_economic-
freedom-index-india-ranks-true-
reform 
(Date accessed: 30.10.12) 
(Simi Sunny) 
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POLITICS AND 
GOVERNANCE 

 
Safeguarding the 
Right of Poor 
People to Water  
(Rajindar Sachar, Deccan 
Herald, 30 October, 2012) 
  
Since the formulation of the 
National Water Policy 2002, there 
have been various attempts in 
India to privatise and commodify 
water.  
 
The Delhi government’s recent 
proposals to invite private 
companies to play a larger role in 
the supply and distribution of 
water has raised pertinent 
questions about the legal 
permissibility of the state 
abdicating its responsibility from 
the provision of something as 
basic as water, the right to which 
has been declared a Human Right 
by UN and the Supreme Court of 
India.  
 
This move is being seen as 
inspired by the World Bank-
supported 24x7 water supply pilot 
projects like the one being 
implemented in Hubli-Dharwad. 
 
But this brainchild of the World 
Bank is seen mostly as anti-poor 
and a policy catering to the 
affluent and big corporations.  
 
There are important lessons to be 
learned from the failure of this 
scheme in cities like Paris where 
deprivation of water triggered off 
a movement of re-
municipalisation of the water 
supply, while in countries like 
Uruguay and Netherlands water 
privatization has been made 
illegal. 
 
http://www.deccanherald.com/con
tent/288979/denying-water-
people.html 
(Date accessed: 30.10.2012) 
(Hansa Kaul)   
 
 

GOVERNMENT 
 
Fast-Track 
Clearances of  
Projects vs 
Peoples Rights 
(Dr S Saraswathi, Daily 
Excelsior, 31 October, 2012) 
 
The Government has recently 
come up with an initiative to set 
up a National Investment Board 
(NIB) which is to hear appeals 
from companies whose projects 
have been stalled on 
environmental and other grounds 
in order to expedite the process.  
 
This proposal to fast-track 
clearances of major infrastructure 
projects is being criticised as 
another pro-rich and anti-poor 
policy.  
 
The article concedes that 
bureaucratic lethargy and vested 
interests are blocking many of 
these projects. But she argues that 
the great dependence of people on 
their environment and land - not 
just for livelihood but even for 
their subsistence and survival – is 
equally important. 
 
The author sees the move as 
clearly indicating the growing 
clash between development 
projects and people's rights in 
relation to their environment, 
health and social and economic 
security and the erosion of 
democratic decision making at 
every level. 
 
The article agues that the NIB as 
envisaged would not be 
adequately equipped or 
empowered to look into the 
questions of rights, feasibility, 
and environmental aspects of the 
projects.  
 
The article says that the 
formulation of such a board 
reflects the priorities of the 
government, which are clearly 
tilting towards quantitative 
progress in terms of investment 
and infrastructure, relegating 

qualitative dimensions of 
development having social and 
human facets of growth to a back 
seat. 
 
http://www.dailyexcelsior.com/ 
(Date accessed: 31.10.2012) 
(Hansa Kaul) 
 

Portal for 
Transparent 
Public 
Distribution 
(Sify News, 31 October, 2012) 
  
The National Transparency Portal 
for Public Distribution System, 
accessible at 
http://pdsportal.nic.in has been 
launched by the ministry of 
consumer affairs.  
 
The objective is to ensure that the 
Public Distribution System (PDS) 
in India is clear and transparent. 
Through this portal, all PDS 
related information regarding Fair 
Price Shops and ration cards will 
be provided at a single stage.  
 
It will also provide information 
concerning FCI and state storage 
godowns with capacity utilisation, 
data on central pool stocks, 
monthly allocation orders and 
selling price of each commodity 
state wise for public view.  
 
The states accordingly have been 
asked to maintain and update data 
regularly on the portal for public 
view. 
 
http://www.samachar.com/Portal-
for-transparent-public-
distribution-mk5sRKifafb.html 
(Date Accessed: 31.10.2012) 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
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Blundering on 
Land and 
Aadhaar 
(Praful Bidwai, Kashmir Times) 
  
The 2 major UPA II projects 
which have been subject of much 
debate and discussion are 
implementing Aadhaar-UID 
system and formulating the terms 
of Right to Fair Compensation 
and Transparency in Land 
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and 
Resettlement (LARR) Bill.  
 
It has been argued that to make 
service delivery schemes like the 
entitlement to PDS, payment of 
wages under NREGA, and 
provision of old-age pensions and 
scholarships dependent on 
Aadhaar is to expose them to 
unacceptable risks, given that  the 
UID system is fraught with some 
serious flaws and uncertainties.  
 
Concerns have been raised about 
privacy, identity theft, misuse, 
security of data and its 
duplication, says the article. 
  
The other major contention is that 
the LARR Bill has been diluted 
under pressure from the industry, 
commerce and big business 
lobbies to make it “investor-
friendly.” The condition for 
acquisition in its earlier draft 
included consent of 80 percent of 
both land losers and those whose 
livelihoods depend on land which 
now has been downgraded to 
“approval” by two-thirds of land 
losers. “Contrary to earlier 
promises, even double 
displacement would be permitted, 
albeit in exceptional cases.” 
 
Given the objections to both these 
policies, little will be solved by 
their implementation unless their 
inherent flaws are duly corrected. 
  
http://www.kashmirtimes.com/ne
wsdet.aspx?q=7004 
(Date accessed: 29.10.2012) 
(Hansa Kaul)   
 
 
	  

HEALTH 
 

Ease the Pain 
(Amrit Dhillion, Open, 30 
October- 07 November, 2012) 
 
The writer analyses the laws 
governing use of morphine in 
India and describes the situation 
of patients who suffer due to 
unavailability of this drug.  
 
Most government hospitals in 
India do not have supplies of 
morphine, while India is one of 
the world’s largest producers of 
legitimate opium from which 
morphine is made.  
 
While Indian patients are 
enduring excruciating pain, 
around 75 per cent opium is 
exported to the West.  

 
The Narcotic Drugs and 
Substance Abuse Act of 1985, 
aimed at curbing drug trafficking, 
has resulted in restricting 
availability of morphine even for 
medical use.  
 
A doctor prescribing morphine 
without a requisite license (which 
hospitals need to apply for) can be 
put in jail without bail.  
 
Though the Government modified 
the law recently, barely one third 
of the states have enforced the 
amendment.  
 
In India, as well as globally, there 
is a “rich-poor divide in the use of 
morphine.” North America and 
Europe account for nearly 90 per 
cent of its consumption 
worldwide and the poor countries 
consume only 6%.  
 
In India, Rajasthan abounds with 
poppy, but there are hardly ten 
hospitals and pharmacies to store 
morphine.  
 

Recently WHO reprobated India 
for its ‘sub-optimal’ use of 
morphine and advised to make it 
easily available. The Health 
Ministry now is thinking of 
amending the law to facilitate 
easy availability of the drug to 
patients. At present, the security 
protocols that surround the law 
are also very strict. The writer 
feels that the law if amended will 
help millions of terminally ill 
Indians to face their fate with 
dignity. 
 
http://www.openthemagazine.com
/article/nation/the-agony-and-the-
idiocy 
(Date accessed: 30.10.2012) 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 

Novartis Case on 
Patenting Cancer 
Drugs: A Case of 
Life or Death for 
the World’s Poor 
(Nick Harvey, New 
Internationalist, 17 October, 
2012) 
 
The article talks about the 
possible adverse implications of 
two court cases that have been 
brought to India by transnational 
pharmaceutical companies which 
could massively impact the 
accessibility of life saving 
medicines for poor people all over 
the world at a fraction of the cost.  
 
Swiss drug maker Novartis has 
brought a case after being denied 
a patent in India for its anti cancer 
drug Glivec. It is challenging 
Section 3(d) of the Indian Patents 
Act, which prevent those drugs 
from being patented which are 
mere modifications of existing 
drugs.  
 
Studies have pointed out that most 
of the global research and 
development (R&D) money is 
used to produce minor variations, 
which increases the prices but 
they are no better in trems of 
efficacy. The pharmaceutical 
industry argues that the patent 
system exists only to allow 



	  

	   8	  

SECTION	  2:	  GOVERNANCE	  AND	  DEVELOPMENT	  

companies to receive more money 
to make new medicines. Large 
amounts of money are spent in 
R&D to make even these minor 
modifications. However, the 
pharmas fail to mention that 
majority of R&D for developing a 
new drug is funded by the 
government.  
 
“When this court case began in 
2006, Novartis sold Glivec for 
$2,200 per person per month, 
while the generic version was 
produced in India for a tenth of 
that price.”  
 
If Novartis wins the case, easy 
accessibility of affordable 
medicine will be very difficult for 
the poor. The case could 
significantly impact the access of 
medicines for the poor.  
 
http://www.newint.org/features/w
eb-exclusive/2012/10/17/pharma-
india-drug-patents/ 
(Date Accessed : 30.10.2012) 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 

AGRICULTURE 
 
Why Not Fruits 
and Vegetables? 
(Richa Govil, India Together, 24 
October, 2012). 
  
Highlighting high production, 
logistics and market risks for the 
farmer, the author argues that 
these risks prevent the cultivation 
of fruits and vegetables, and 
induce farmers to cultivate wheat 
and rice instead.  
 
Surprisingly, although wheat and 
rice cultivation comprises 70 
percent of agricultural produce by 
area, it contributes to less than 25  
percent of incomes to farmers.  
 
Cultivation of fruits, vegetables 
and other crops is much more 
profitable, and the demand for 
them has been constantly 
increasing. Further, the 
consumption of wheat and rice in 
both and urban areas has been 
declining. 

Despite this, farmers continue to 
prefer growing rice and wheat. 
Tracing the reasons for this, the 
author argues that Minimum 
Support Prices (MSPs) for rice 
and wheat and the vulnerability of 
fruits and vegetables to weather 
are the primary reasons for 
continued dependence on rice and 
wheat.  
 
In addition, fruits and vegetables 
require greater resource inputs by 
the farmer and are more sensitive 
to price volatility.  
 
Further, the biggest problem the 
farmer faces institutionally is the 
lack of storage facilities in India, 
which boasts of only 5400 cold 
storage units.  
 
Finally, class dynamics also play 
a role in deciding what to 
cultivate.  
 
Large and medium farmers do not 
generally grow vegetables 
because of the threat of being 
perceived as a marginal farmer at 
the point of sale. 
 
Arguing that better financial 
access (especially for small farm 
holders) will enable better access 
to cold storage facilities, the 
author also concedes that crop 
insurance products are generally 
limited in coverage and demand.  
 
The author therefore wonders 
“what are the mechanisms and 
institutions needed to address the 
plethora of risks... (and) will help 
farmers shift to more lucrative 
crops with growing market 
demand.” 
 
http://www.indiatogether.org/201
2/October/agr-veggies.htm 
(Date accessed: 30.10.2012). 
(Pushparaj. V. Deshpande)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Commercial 
Vertical Farm 
Opens in 
Singapore 
(Olivia Siong, 
Channelnewsasia.com, 24 
October, 2012) 

 
Singapore opened its first 
commercial vertical vegetable 
farm. Vegetables are grown at 
multiple levels on aluminium 
towers as high as 11 metres. For a 
land scarce City nation like 
Singapore which only produces 
7% of its vegetables locally, this 
is an innovation that will cut 
down its reliance on food imports 
a little. Sky Green Farms, which 
operates this farm on 3.65 
hectares has said that the sales 
were encouraging and they plan to 
expand the capacity from the 
present 0.5 tonnes to 2 tonnes of 
vegetables daily by 2013. While 
the system may be impractical in 
the present Indian context, it is 
nevertheless an agricultural 
innovation that can fuel Indian 
cities’ vegetable demand by 
localising production, cutting 
down transportation costs and 
also to reduce the wastage of food 
produce. 
 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/
stories/singaporelocalnews/view/1
233261/1/.html 
(Date accessed: 31.10.2012) 
(B. Varun Kumar Reddy) 
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HOUSING 
 
Overcoming 
Urban Housing 
Shortage 
(A.Srivathsan, The Hindu, 27 
October, 2012 ) 
 
As per recent Ministry of  
Housing  & Urban Poverty 
Alleviation estimates, urban 
housing shortage in the country is  
18.78 million dwelling units, 
which is six million fewer than 
what it was in 2007 and 7.75 
million less than what the housing 
experts of the 11th Five Year Plan 
had predicted for 2012.  
 
The writer says that the lower 
figures have to do more with the 
calculation method than a change 
in the ground reality, since even 
now the poor remain the worst 
affected.  
 
For the latest calculation, a new 
category of housing condition 
called “the number of homeless” 
has been introduced which has 
resulted in lowering of the deficit.   
 
If 2007 calculations too are 
corrected accordingly, the 
resultant figure shows that the 
urban housing shortage has only 
increased in the last five years.  
 
Since most of the government 
programmes for housing are far 
behind the target ( the Interest 
Subsidy Scheme for housing the 
urban poor has benefited only 
8734 people as against the 2012 
target of 3,10,000), this could be 
the right conclusion. 
 
The writer says that the 
recommendations made by the 
technical group constituted by the 
ministry encourage shallow policy 
making.  
 
First, it says that there is no need 
to focus on constructing new 
dwelling units. The 9.43 million 
vacant houses will not be 
affordable to the Economically 
Weaker Sections (EWS) and Low 
Income Groups (LIG)as they are 

held back by investors. Even after 
release of these houses, it will be 
affordable only to the middle and 
higher income groups. Secondly, 
even the recommendation of 
“creating congenial policy 
environments” for construction of 
extra rooms in existing houses 
will not reduce the need for new 
houses.  
 
More than 12.5 million 
households live in crowded 
conditions where it is impossible 
to build new rooms. So the effort 
to cut housing subsidies will help 
only the government which is 
keen to reduce welfare subsidies.  
 
Declaring housing as 
infrastructure or industry in order 
to incentivise construction 
activities may help but any 
concession should ultimately lead 
to more affordable housing.  
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion
/op-ed/false-ceiling-that-hides-
nothing/article4035517.ece 
(Date accessed: 31.10.2012) 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 

TRANSPORT 
 
What Really 
Happens When a 
City Makes Its 
Transit System 
Free? 
(Henry Grabar, Atlantic Cities, 
26 October, 2012) 
  
Making a public transit system 
free can reduce traffic congestion 
by encouraging the use of public 
transport rather than private 
vehicles, improve the 
environment, give more 
disposable incomes to the 
residents and help the poor.  
 
A small French town called 
Chateauroux with a population of 
49,000 made its public transit 
system free in 2001. The per 
person ridership has since gone up 
from 21 to 61 times per year. 

Total ridership also increased by 
208% in the past 11 years.  
 
The town funded this by a 
combination of reduction of costs 
and slight raise of transit taxes on 
big businesses. While certain 
experts warn that this system may 
not work for major cities, more 
cities are trying it. Aubagne with 
1 lakh residents introduced this 
system in 2009 and Tallin in 
Estonia (406,000 residents) will 
follow by the end of this year.  
 
This is an interesting experiment 
which might have lessons for the 
Indian Public transportation 
systems. 
  
http://www.theatlanticcities.com/j
obs-and-economy/2012/10/what-
really-happens-when-city-makes-
its-transit-system-free/3708/ 
(Date accessed: 31 October, 2012) 
(B. Varun Kumar Reddy) 
 

ENERGY 
 
Poor Denied 
Proportionate 
Access to Energy 
(Farooque Chowdhury, Counter 
Currents, 29 October, 2012) 
 
The energy crisis has usually been 
viewed in terms of the difference 
“between the dwindling supply of 
oil and its increasing demand” 
overlooking other more important 
aspects.  
 
An important viewpoint that is 
ignored is the class perspective of 
the energy crisis and how a high 
carbon consuming lifestyle is 
depriving the poor since they 
depend on low carbon 
consumption.  
 
Way back in 1986, the World 
Development Report for the first 
time pointed out how the growth 
of energy demand in response to 
industrialization, urbanization, 
and societal affluence had led to 
an extremely uneven global 
distribution of primary energy 
consumption. Energy resources 
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are being controlled by the 
affluent few in the lieu of free 
market.  
 
Today, when we have started 
debating the demand and supply 
aspect of energy crisis at the 
international platform in a big 
way, future policy can no longer 
ignore the discrepancy in the 
distribution of energy. 
 
http://www.countercurrents.org/ch
owdhury291012.htm 
Date accessed: 31.10.12   
(Simi Sunny) 
 

TECHNOLOGY 
 

Using IT for 
Better 
Governance 
(Sachin Pilot, Hindustan Times, 
30 October, 2012) 
 
Sachin Pilot, MOS in the 
Government of India, argues in 
this article that “In the 
information age when the internet 
is rapidly penetrating many 
unreached regions of our country, 
there is a need to restructure the 
way we use technology in the 
realm of public policy.”  
 
He argues, “India is at “the 
threshold of a paradigm shift in 
governance and delivery 
structures…  It has to strategically 
integrate its information and 
communication technologies with 
existing systems to tackle both 
social as well as economic issues.  
 
We have already taken an 
important step towards this by 
introducing UID, direct cash 
transfers, broadband connectivity 
to panchayats and various other e-
governance initiatives.  
 
Many of the policies and 
Constitutional mechanisms have 
failed because of delivery gaps 
leading to “squandering of 
precious resources which has 
taken the edge off many 
development efforts.” Widespread 
networks reaching down to the 
village levels, extensive telecom 

connectivity, e-governance plans 
and most importantly a unique 
identity system for each citizen 
can be an efficient and transparent 
method to fill in these loopholes. 
 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/
News-Feed/ColumnsOthers/An-
informed-choice/Article1-
951435.aspx 
(Date accessed: 30.10.12) 
 (Simi Sunny) 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
 

Creating A Path 
For Conflict-Free 
Electronics 
(Renee Blanchard, Greenpeace, 

24October, 2012)	  
Many minerals like tin, tungsten, 
tantalum and gold are used 
extensively in “industrial and 
technological products 
worldwide, including mobile 
telephones, laptop computers, 
aircraft, industrial machinery, and 
digital video recorders.”  
 
These minerals have come to be 
known as ‘conflict minerals’ as 
they are mined in “horrific, life-
threatening conditions.”  
 
Many of these minerals come 
from Africa where mining for 
them has fuelled violence and war 
as trade in these minerals is worth 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
per year.  
 
For instance, armed groups in 
eastern Congo “mine and sell the 
minerals on the international 
market in order to purchase arms 
and maintain their control over 
the region.”  
 
While it may be “extraordinarily 
complex” to end the “social and 
economic situations” that lead to  
mining of conflict minerals, the 
electronic company Apple has 
shown that it is indeed possible to 
develop conflict-free electronics 
through its “Green My Apple” 
campaign back in 2007. If the 
electronic industry takes cues 
from Apple, it may be possible to 

move towards a ‘conflict-free’ 
future. 
 
http://www.greenpeace.org/intern
ational/en/news/Blogs/makingwa
ves/creating-a-path-for-conflict-
free-electronics/blog/42723/ 
(Date accessed: 31.10.2012) 
(Karishma) 
 
EU Likely To 
Exceed Kyoto 
Carbon 
Reduction Target 
(The Age, 25 October, 2012) 
 
In what is a significant first time 
achievement in the effort to 
contain emissions, the article 
estimates that European Union 
(EU) Governments will reduce 
emissions, outside the region’s 
carbon market, by an additional 
8.8 percent, over and above the 
requirements of the 1997 Kyoto 
Protocol.  
 
This “oversupply of reductions” 
will bring emissions to 1.03 
billion metric tons of carbon 
dioxide equivalent (Co2 e) in the 
five years through 2012 when the 
limit is 11.8 billion tons.   
 
The Kyoto Protocol allows 
countries to trade emission credits 
from the Clean Development 
Mechanism (CDM) and Joint 
Implementation programmes to 
help meet emission targets. 
Adhering to this, the EU started 
its carbon market in 2005, and 
countries with surplus credits 
could sell credits to countries with 
shortages or individual factories 
and power stations in the market. 
 
10 of the 15 older EU countries 
keep within their emissions 
targets by purchasing credits, and 
only Italy will not meet its target, 
falling short by 58.5 million tons 
(this is despite buying 10 million 
tons of offsets). Led by 
Netherlands (with 14.5 million 
tons) and Belgium (14 million 
tons), eight countries have 
purchased surplus credits. 
 



	  

	   11	  

SECTION	  2:	  GOVERNANCE	  AND	  DEVELOPMENT	  

http://www.theage.com.au/enviro
nment/climate-change/eu-likely-
to-exceed-kyoto-carboncut-target-
20121025-286kt.html 
(Date accessed: 30.10.2012) 
Pushparaj. V. Deshpande.  

 
DEFENCE 

 
Economic Effects 
of Reductions in 
Defence Outlays 
(Benjamin Zycher, Cato 
Institute, 8 August, 2012) 
 
This paper examines the impact of 
a reduction in defence expenditure 
on the economy and points out 
that the so called adverse effect on 
country’s economic growth and 
employment caused by such 
reduction, as stated by many 
studies, is in fact, an exaggeration. 
 
This study reveals ( in the context 
of US) that a cut in defence 
outlays shifts resources towards 
other productive sectors and 
implications are the same as that 
of a demand supply cycle.  
 
The temporary “unemployment or 
underemployment” created during 
the adjustment process may be 
relevant politically but its 
economic effects are short term.  
 
In the long term, the negative 
effects of such reduction would be 
small in aggregates because 
defence spending is a small 
component of GDP. The 
reduction in defence spending 
would also reduce the “economic 
costs of the excess burden” that 
the tax system imposes on the 
economy that reduces aggregate 
output. It means that if defence 
spending is reduced by $100 
billion per year in the US, 
economic costs will also decrease 
by $135 billion per year. 
Ultimately, the use of labour ( or 
any other resource) is a cost of 
economic activity and the release 
of this labour for more productive 
uses will benefit the economy as a 
whole.  
 

http://www.cato.org/pubs/pas/PA
706.pdf 
(Date Accessed : 30.10.2012) 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
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GENDER 
 

Motherhood for 
Rent 
(Devadatt Kamat, Lavanya 
Regunathan Fischer, The 
Hindu, 30 October, 2012) 
 
The article discusses the lack of 
regulations on the booming 
surrogacy industry in India and its 
impact on women’s health and 
rights.  
 
While countries like Germany 
and Canada have prohibited 
surrogacy and the U.K has 
imposed high regulations, India 
has not done so. The value of 
this industry in India is 
estimated to range from Rs. 20 
billion to $2.3 billion.  
 
The Supreme Court noted that the 
surrogacy “industry” has reached 
high proportions due to ready 
availability of poor mothers.  
 
Today, Anand in Gujarat is 
known globally for ‘surrogacy 
tourism’.  
 
The only guidelines on surrogacy 
currently available are those of 
the Indian Medical Association 
which are more 
directive/normative principles 
required to be followed than 
statutory instruments that would 
involve penalties. The Law 
Commission of India’s Report -
‘Need for Legislation to Regulate 
Assisted Reproductive 
Technology Clinics as well as 
Rights and Obligations of Parties 
to a Surrogacy’- is more than 
three years old and the draft 
legislation- The Assisted 
Reproductive Technologies 
(Regulation) Bill, 2010 (ART)- is 
nowhere near being enacted. Also, 
the bill is drafted from the 
perspective of the commissioning 
parents and gives low priority to 
issues concerning surrogates such 
as the number of pregnancies, 
types of procedures and their care. 
Also, there is hardly any 
encouragement in India towards 
adoption as an alternative to 
surrogacy. Against this backdrop, 

the writer wonders how to spur 
Indian legislators to address this 
issue, the problems of which have 
been highlighted by many. 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/life-
and-style/society/motherhood-for-
rent/article4044169.ece 
 
(Date accessed: 30.10.2012) 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 

In India's Cities, 
Separation 
Doesn't Mean 
Safety for 
Women 
(Sarah Goodyear, Atlantic 
Cities, 19 October, 2012) 
  
When the author decided to visit 
India she received a list of 
“don’ts” from her counterparts in 
India- not to walk alone at night, 
not to dress in a particular fashion 
etc. While she acknowledges that 
New York can be equally unsafe 
for women, she questions the way 
the Indian government tries to 
ensure safety of women.  Is 
segregation of women in public 
transport systems- be it the train 
or bus is the right way to fight 
harassment of women? India 
might fare better by ensuring that 
the “rule of law” protects 
everyone equally regardless of 
gender rather than providing 
separate spaces for women and 
expecting them to dress and 
behave in conforming ways. She 
questions the government forms at 
the airport which ask for her 
“husband’s or father’s name.”  
Why can’t women get access to 
services in their own right? 
  
http://www.theatlanticcities.com/p
olitics/2012/10/indias-cities-
separation-doesnt-mean-safety-
women/3644/ 
(Date accessed: 31 October, 2012) 
(B. Varun Kumar Reddy) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Malala 
Debate in 
Pakistan: Can it 
be Sustained? 
(Zainab Akhter, IPCS, 31 
October, 2012) 
 
The recent incident of a young 
girl, Malala being shot by the 
Taliban in Pakistan has sparked 
worldwide debate on girls’ rights 
and people from across the globe 
have come out in strong support 
of her.  
 
“10 November 2012,” has been 
declared as the global day of 
action for Malala.” The Pakistani 
government has offered to provide 
security to her and Sunni clerics 
have issued a fatwa against the 
Taliban.  
 
These efforts have helped in 
renewing attention towards the 
plight of women especially in 
South Asian countries such as 
Afghanistan.  
 
However, women in these 
countries have not received 
similar support for fighting for 
their cause as Malala has. Horrific 
incidents of acid throwing, 
poisoning and killing of women 
who dare to stand up for their 
basic rights still abound. The hope 
now is that the momentum that 
Malala has set for fighting against 
oppressive customs will be 
sustained for a long time to come. 
 
http://www.ipcs.org/article/pakist
an/the-malala-debate-in-pakistan-
can-it-be-sustained-3747.html 
(Date Accessed: 02.11.2012) 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
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CHILDREN 

 
Child Welfare 
Committees Need 
To Be 
Overhauled 
(Danish Raza, Firstpost, 29 
October, 2012) 
  
A study done by the Delhi Legal 
Services Authority (DLSA) has 
cast doubts upon the quality of 
care provided at Child Welfare 
Committees (CWC), whose main 
responsibilities consist of 
“conducting inquiries required to 

rehabilitate children, monitoring 
the functioning of children homes 
and declaring children legally free 
for adoption.”  
 
The DLSA study cites issues of 
“lack of infrastructure, poor 
record maintenance, callous 
attitude of members and violation 
of rules” due to which “these 
committees are not equipped to 
handle cases of extremely 
vulnerable children who have to 
be dealt with great care and 
sensitivity.” Due to lack of proper 
training and orientation, the CWC 
are unequipped to handle sensitive 
cases involving missing children 
who run away from their homes. 
There also have been instances 
where CWC have mishandled 
cases owing to lack of proper 
paperwork. Child rights experts 
have suggested that CWC should 
be made independent of the 
government and also called for 
changes in its selection criteria. It 
also called for provision of 
training to members for 
improving their skills and 
knowledge, which in turn will 

improve the quality of functioning 
of these committees. 
http://www.firstpost.com/india/w
hy-child-welfare-committees-
need-to-be-overhauled-
506721.html 
(Date accessed: 31.10.2012) 
(Karishma) 
 

Child Sexual 
Abuse Alarming 
In Mizoram 
(Zodin Sanga, Aizawl, Seven Sisters 
Post, 27 October,  2012) 
 
A “Study of Child Abuse in 
Mizoram,” conducted by the State 
Social Welfare Department along 
with Aizawl-based NGO, Human 
Rights & Law Network has 
exposed that the state with 17.34 
per cent of children in the total 
population are facing the risk of 
sexual abuse in schools and their 
homes.  
 
The state registered 630 cases of 
child sexual abuse during the 
period of 2003 to 2009. 
 
Although police records did not 
cite the relationship between the 
accused and the victims, it was 
traced that in 141 of the 240 
cases, the accused and the victim 
belonged to the same locality or 
village.  
 
Also, out of the 124 cases 
recorded by the Child Welfare 
Committee, only five acts of child 
sexual abuse were committed by 
strangers.  
 
Furthermore children molested by 
fathers, step-fathers or relatives 
are typically re-victimised. 
Consequently about 80 per cent of 
child victims endured physical 
and psychological effects. 
 
http://sevensisterspost.com/child-
sexual-abuse-alarming-in-
mizoram/ 
(Date accessed: 31.10.2012) 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
 
 

SOCIAL 
JUSTICE 

Unsettling Tribes 
(Vikhar Ahmed Sayeed, 
Frontline, 19 October, 2012) 
 

Ever since the amended Wildlife 
Protection Act was passed in 1992 
there has been pressure on the 
tribal communities to move out of 
the Nagarhole region.  
 
But with the passage of the 
Scheduled Tribe and Other 
Traditional Forest Dwellers 
(Recognition of Forest Rights) 
Act, 2006,  tribal people’s 
demand to continue living in and 
around the RGNP has got a shot 
in the arm.  
 
Political scientist Muzaffar Assadi 
feels that the various tribes that 
live in the forest, (Jenu Kurubas 
and Soligas) severely lag behind 
non-forest Scheduled Tribes in 
development and opportunities.  
 
The solution according to him is 
to bring these areas under the 
Fifth Schedule of the 
Constitution, which would grant 
autonomy to tribal people and 
prevent the transfer of land to 
non-tribal people. 
  
About 1300 tribal families are 
waiting for the High Court orders 
which will decide their fate. 
 
http://www.frontlineonnet.com/fl
2920/stories/20121019292002500
.htm 
(Date Accessed: 31.10.2012) 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
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27 Million Still 
Enslaved in the 
World 
(Jonathan Power, Daily Mirror, 
26 October,  2012) 
 
The article discusses the global 
spread of slavery which now 
includes more people than any 
other time in history. Even after 
excluding bonded labour, it is 
estimated to be around 27 million.  
 
Obama says “It’s the migrant 
worker unable to pay off his debt 
to his trafficker”, that mainly 
constitutes slaves in the modern 
world. It takes different forms in 
different countries. While African 
girls in Niger are sold as 
unofficial wives, boys in Ghana 
are bought to work for cocoa 
harvesting.  
 
In India, Delhi draws boys trying 
to flee poverty of their rural 
homes. They are found in the 
work of beautifying cloth- to be 
sold in the international market.  
 
According to London-based Anti-
Slavery Society, well known 
brands like Marks &Spencer, 
Tesco etc  market goods produced 
by slave labourers. Because of the 
work done by many NGOs, big 
countries across various countries 
have boycotted such products.  
 
Due to international publicity, 
India is making a serious attempt 
to enforce its child labour laws; 
but it is not easy, feels the writer.  
 
Yet there is optimism when one 
looks at Brazil, where employers 
are put on a ‘dirty list’ for 
employing slave labourers  and 
Niger, which was penalised for 
failing to protect domestic labour.  
 
As per a BBC report, Kevin Bales 
of Free the Slaves says, “Slavery 
is standing on the edge of its own 
extinction- if we give it a hard 
push. We need governments to 
work together and to enforce their 
own laws.” 
 

http://www.dailymirror.lk/opinion
/172-opinion/22974-slavery-has-
still-to-be-abolished.html 
(Date accessed: 30.10.2012) 
(Amrutha Jose) 
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INDIA IN THE 
WORLD 
 
Pak-India 
Relations: A Pak 
View 
(The Nation, 30 October, 2012) 
 
This report is based on the 
declaration of the new External 
Affairs Minister of India, Mr. 
Salman Khurshid who has stated 
that one of his primary missions is 
to improve relations with Pakistan 
and China.  
 
The report argues that while there 
has been no dearth of efforts from 
the side of Pakistan to improve 
relations and meet the basic needs 
of their people, it has always 
suffered setbacks during the 
course of negotiations “simply for 
want of India’s genuine interest to 
pursue them to their logical 
conclusion.”  
 
According to this report, even 
though India preferred to talk on  
peripheral matters, there has never 
been a logical conclusion, 
whereas India has insisted on 
advancing its own agenda while 
neglecting the concerns of 
Pakistan.  
 
The author has cited the conflicts 
in Kashmir as an example and 
Kashmir’s importance to 
Pakistan’s survival, while India 
has refused any meaningful 
discussion on the matter.  
 
The article comments that “It is 
difficult to avoid the feeling that 
New Delhi is keeping other 
issues, like Sir Creek and Siachen, 
alive for fear that then the talks 
would have to turn to Kashmir.”  
 
India’s stubborn attitude therefore 
has to be given up in order to 
improve relations with Pakistan, 
as per the report.  
 
The report conveys to the 
External Affairs Minister, that the 
development of bilateral relations 
must be taken up with seriousness 

and also focus on contentious 
issues. It suggests UN 
intervention to hold a plebiscite 
and allow the people to vote 
freely to join Pakistan or India.  
 
http://www.nation.com.pk/pakista
n-news-newspaper-daily-english-
online/editorials/30-October-
2012/pak-india-relations 
(Date accessed:: 31.10.2012) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 

 
EU and US Using 
Tariffs on Solar 
to Impede China 
(Michelle Simon, Earth Times, 
08 September, 2012) 
  
The article describes and analyses 
the steps taken by the European 
Union and the United States to 
hamper China which has for many 
years been the leading clean 
energy proponent.  
 
Even though China may not have 
the best human rights record, the 
government has invested billions 
of money into subsidising 
production of solar panels.  
 
EU and US, which are big oil 
giants, have imposed high import 
tariffs, which shows their non- 
commitment to a energy efficient 
planet. If the EU and the US 
support China’s efforts, much 
change can be made rather than 
the present replacement of 20 per 
cent replacement of dirty energy 
with clean. Recently, US hiked 
the tariff on Chinese solar energy 
exporters by 31 per cent. The EU 
is trying to retrench its citizens 
who work in the solar industry 
and is framing China as the 
enemy in order to divert attention 
from its own money making 
schemes. The writer feels that 
such “Machiavellian strategies in 
global power politics” should not 
hamper efforts at making green 
energy affordable. 
  
http://www.earthtimes.org/green-
blogs/green-opinions/eu-us-
playing-dirty-tariffs-impede-
china-08-Sep-12/ 
(Date accessed: 30.10.2012) 
(Amrutha Jose) 

 
India and 
Pakistan’s 
Energy Security: 
Can Afghanistan 
Play a Critical 
Role? 
(Danila Bochkarev, East West 
Institute) 

  
In the report, the author presents a 
case for greater role for 
Afghanistan in the energy security 
for both India & Pakistan. Energy 
shortages in both the countries are 
hampering the GDP growth rate 
by 3 – 4% annually. It is in the 
best interest of all the three 
countries to collaborate on Trans-
Afghanistan Pipeline (TAPI) and 
the Central Asia South Asia 
Regional Electricity Trade Project 
(CASA 1000) to access Turkmen 
gas and Central Asian electricity. 
This may have knock on effects in 
the region similar to what 
European Coal and Steel 
Community, created in 1951, 
which laid the foundation for the 
European Union. The US also 
promotes TAPI through its “New 
Silk Road Strategy” that 
envisages Afghanistan as a 
regional and trade hub. It also 
alerts that China might not look 
kindly upon these initiatives due 
to its own dependence on 
Turkmen gas supplies and that it 
has its own informal “New Silk 
Road” strategy that hinges on 
Iran-Central Asia-China 
geographic axis. 
  
http://www.ewi.info/india-and-
pakistan%E2%80%99s-energy-
security-can-afghanistan-play-
critical-role 
(Date accessed: 31 October, 2012) 
(B. Varun Kumar Reddy) 
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INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS 

 
Reviving U.S. 
Influence In The 
Middle East 
(Marwarn Muasher, Carnegie 
Endowment for International 
Peace, 17 October, 2012 ) 
 
Times have changed from the 
period when American power was 
seen as decisive in the Middle 
East. From the time when it could 
dictate outcomes, the article 
opines that it now needs to adapt 
to a new Middle East world order 
and a state “where citizens are 
increasingly aware of their own 
power and of the gaps between 
US policies and American 
values.”  
 
The US is gradually being 
perceived as being increasingly 
irrelevant to issues and supporting 
the least scary option, “rather than 
backing a dynamic process of 
change and pluralistic 
government.”  
 
The failure to seriously engage on 
the Israel-Palestine peace process, 
the failure to leave behind a 
functional democracy even after 
10 years of being in Iraq, or of 
playing a crucial role in the 
economic transformation in the 
region have been critical setbacks.  
 
The United States should now 
work towards making a difference 
rather than dictating terms, and 
instead incorporate U.S. values 
into the American foreign policy. 
 
http://www.carnegieendowment.o
rg/2012/10/17/reviving-u.s.-
influence-in-middle-east/e2as 
(Date accessed:: 30.10.2012) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 
 
 
 

A Chinese View 
on Emerging 
Global Order 
(People’s Daily, 30 October, 
2012) 
 
The article says that many 
countries like India and Japan and 
most importantly US are resisting 
the surging rise of China. But 
there is an ambiguity in their 
relationships with China as well.  
 
Though politically US has 
suppressed the China’s rise but 
“the US stock market soars when 
positive economic news comes 
from China.”  
 
Even in the Asia-Pacific region 
there has been a rush to gain a 
favorable position in regional 
politics.  
 
China’s diplomatic relations in 
Asia have also been affected by 
the continuous efforts of the US 
to promote an anti-China position 
among the countries.  
 
While relations with Japan have 
soured with the Diaoyu island tiff, 
China is eagerly looking forward 
to strategic cooperation with 
India. 
 
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/
90883/7996283.html 
(Date accessed: 31.10.12) 
(Simi Sunny) 
 

Warm Glow of 
Australia-India 
Civil Nuclear 
Deal 
(Suvi Dogra, The International 
Institute for Strategic Studies, 
23 October, 2012) 
  
Australian Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard’s first state visit to India 
(15-17October 2012) signifies an 
important step forward in the 
bilateral relations.  
 
Given the recent spate of attacks 
on Indian students studying in 
Australia, which were seen to be 

racially motivated, the signing of 
a new Memorandum of 
Understanding on Student 
Mobility and Welfare comes as a 
major development in bilateral 
cooperation.  
 
The biggest outcome of the visit 
can be said to be the decision to 
launch negotiations for Civil 
Nuclear Energy Cooperation. 
From the time of post Pokhran -II 
sanctions imposed by Australia 
and its refusal to sell nuclear 
material to India during Kevin 
Rudd’s government, the Indo-
Australian relations have 
definitely come a long way. This 
time, Gillard even reaffirmed 
Australia’s support for India’s 
membership of the Asia Pacific 
Economic Cooperation forum 
(APEC). 
 
http://iissvoicesblog.wordpress.co
m/2012/10/23/warm-glow-of-
australia-india-civil-nuclear-deal/ 
 (Date accessed: 30.10.2012) 
(Hansa Kaul)   
 
The Arctic: 
Venue of 
Geopolitical 
Wars? 
(Ilgar Gurbanov, Centre for 
Strategic Research and Analysis 
(CESRAN), 3 October, 2012) 
  
“It is calculated that the northern 
area of the Arctic Circle contains 
about 13% of the world’s 
undiscovered oil, 30% of the 
undiscovered natural gas and 20% 
of undiscovered natural gas 
liquid.” Russian Oil Company, 
Rosneft has been working on 
collating expertise and technology 
to exploit these oil reserves which 
will become more accessible as a 
result of the melting polar ice 
caps. Given its potential India too 
wants a foothold in the region and 
ONGC (Oil & Natural Gas 
Corporation) has already shown 
interest in taking a stake in one of 
the three joint ventures on the 
Arctic shelf that Rosneft signed 
with US ExxonMobil, Italian ENI 
and Norway’s Statoil. 
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While Arctic oil exploration 
implies opening up of new 
avenues, it is also accompanied 
with latent threats of 
militarization and environmental 
degradation of the region.  There 
is an increasing military presence 
of US and Canada in the region 
and Putin has announced the 
construction of a new generation 
of submarines as an integral step 
towards protecting and 
strengthening Russia’s interest in 
the energy rich Arctic zone. For 
China the focus is more on the 
development of Arctic shipping 
routes, as access to this could 
profoundly impact future trade 
patterns. 
 
Oil and gas development in this 
area has also been subject to much 
criticism from environment 
groups including Greenpeace who 
point out that these companies are 
to begin dangerous drilling on the 
Arctic shelf despite the fact that 
no technology yet exists to clean 
up oil spills in icy conditions 
which means that even a small 
accident could be catastrophic for 
the Arctic ecosystem. 
  
http://cesran.org/index.php?option
=com_content&view=category&l
ayout=blog&id=58&Itemid=99&l
ang=enhttp://cesran.org/index.php
?option=com_content&view=cate
gory&layout=blog&id=58&Itemi
d=99&lang=en 
(Date accessed: 29.10.2012) 
(Hansa Kaul)   
 

SOUTH ASIA 
 
More Hills to 
Climb For Aung 
San Suu Kyi 
(Vikram Nehru, Carnegie 
Endowment for International 
Peace, 23 October, 2012) 
 
This article talks about Aung San 
Suu Kyi’s return to power as the 
leader of the National League for 
Democracy (NLD) and her ideas 
to consolidate political leadership.  
 
To strengthen democracy in 
Myanmar, she has to work with 

the President, Thien Sien and also 
towards leading her party. The 
article discusses the strategies that 
Aung San Suu Kyi must adopt, if 
she seeks to contest for the 
Presidency in the 2015 elections. 
To transform the NLD party into a 
credible source of power and 
expand the party’s reach in order 
to compete with Myanmar’s 
ruling party (the Union Solidarity 
and Development Party), is one 
primary goal she must look into.   
 
This would expand the party 
which would then help shape the 
democracy Myanmar seeks to 
become. Interestingly, to contest 
elections, Aung San Suu Kyi will 
need to bring about “a change to 
the constitution” as the 2008 
constitution forbids anyone from 
contesting elections if their 
children are born in a foreign 
country.  To build the NLD 
leadership, the party must focus 
on economic liberalization to 
develop civilian rule from the 
history of military rule.  Aung San 
Suu Kyi and her party would have 
to sustain military support, and 
“neutralize any possible backlash 
against the country’s nascent 
political and economic reforms.” 
 
http://www.carnegieendowment.o
rg/2012/10/23/more-hills-to-
climb-for-aung-san-suu-kyi/e4ke 
(Date accessed: 30.10.2012) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 

UN Report: 
Opium 
Cultivation 
Rising In Burma 
(BBC, 31October, 2012) 
 
According to the UN Office on 
Drugs and Crime there has been a 
17% raise in land used for opium 
in Burma this year. This makes 
Burma the second largest opium 
grower in the world after 
Afghanistan.  
 
The Golden Triangle - where 
Burma, Thailand and Laos meet 
has been notorious for drug and 
opium abuse. The states of Shan 
and Kachin with the history of an 

extended conflict between the 
military and ethnic rebel groups 
accounts for almost all of its 
opium production. There is a 
rising emergent market in China 
and South East Asia which 
consumes half of Burmas refined 
opium produced in the form of 
heroin. Keeping in mind the 
growing threat and danger of 
drugs in the region, the Burmese 
Government has initiated a series 
of reforms. 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world
-asia-20150082 
(Date accessed: 31.10.2012) 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
 

EAST ASIA 
 
Impending 
Leadership 
Change in China 
(The Economist, 27 October, 
2012) 
 
Expecting Mr. Xi Jinping to 
succeed Mr. Hu Jintao at the helm 
of affairs in China, the article 
raises some pertinent issues that 
are likely to confront Mr. Xi post 
his accession. The article points to 
Sina Weibo, China’s largest 
microblog service (estimated to 
have 300 million users) which 
evidences an increasing tide of 
discontent and distrust of the 
party and its officials. This 
coincides with Yuan Xucheng (a 
senior economist at the China 
Society of Economic Reform, a 
government think tank) arguing in 
an article titled “Internal 
Reference on Reforms: Report for 
Senior Leaders” that the “latent 
crisis” facing China included 
rising dissatisfaction and mass 
disturbances, that if mishandled, 
could lead to “social turmoil or 
violent revolution.” He 
recommended easing government 
controls over interest rates and 
“resolutely clamping down on 
dissidents.” He argued that the 
next ten years offered “the last 
chance” for economic reforms 
which will prevent China from 
falling into a “middle income 
trap.”  
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Deng Yuwen, a senior party 
theoretician argued that the party 
faced a “crisis of legitimacy”, 
which was probably because the 
Hu premiership had created more 
problems than it had solved.  
 
He argued that the rising income 
gap and the failure of the party to 
transfer power to the people were 
key reasons for this problem.  
 
Similarly, Lu Ting, a economist 
who attended the National 
Development and Reform 
Commission (the Government’s 
economic planning agency) 
opined that many scholars who 
attended felt that China was 
“unstable at the grassroots, 
dejected among the middle strata 
and out of control at the top.”  
 
Almost all of those present argued 
strongly in favour of reforms, 
without which China could face 
social turmoil. Ultimately, the 
article points out, given the 
current system of governance, the 
course China will take will 
depend on what Mr. Xi believes 
in. 
 
http://www.economist.com/news/
briefing/21565132-
china%E2%80%99s-communist-
party-preparing-its-ten-yearly-
change-leadership-new-team 
(Date accessed: 31.10.2012) 
(Pushparaj. V. Deshpande.) 
 

MIDDLE-EAST 
	  

Egypt Refuses To 
Upgrade 
Relations With 
Israel 
(Elad Benari, Arutz Sheva, 30 
October, 2012) 
 
The report elaborates on Egypt 
rejecting Israel’s request to 
upgrade relations between the two 
countries. This report is extracted 
from the original report in 
Ma’ariv (daily newspaper) and 
states that Israel was interested in 
improving cooperation between 

the two countries through 
ministerial dialogues between 
Defence Minister, Ehud Barak 
and his Egyptian counterpart, 
Abdel Fatah a-Sisi, along with 
talks at the director-general level.  
 
The Egyptians refused to set a 
date to meet with the Israeli 
counterpart because of Eid-al-
Adha. Egypt’s sensitive relation 
with Israel is further highlighted 
in this report by the cancellation 
or postponement of a high-level 
delegation that was scheduled to 
arrive in Israel.  In the Ma’ariv, a 
foreign diplomat who is involved 
in the relations between Egypt 
and Israel says “the relations are 
currently on hold. The political 
situation in Egypt is very 
sensitive, and they will not agree 
to any change or upgrade beyond 
the levels that were customary 
during the time of Mubarak.” 
 
http://www.israelnationalnews.co
m/News/News.aspx/161493#.UJC
uAsXqmSp 
(Date accessed: 30.10.2012) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 

AFRICA 
 
Strikes of Mine 
Workers Are 
Becoming A 
Rising Concern 
Across Africa 
(Anne W. Kamau, Brookings, 18 
October, 2012) 
 
In recent times, African countries 
have been besieged by a number 
of labour strikes in both the public 
and private sector.  
 
Discontent among striking 
workers has been on account of 
wages and poor working 
conditions. These strikes have 
aroused serious concerns owing to 
their “operational scale, the costs 
involved and their length of time.” 
Such strikes have affected the 
education and public health care 
sector besides reducing investor 
confidence. The article points out 

that it is the responsibility of the 
government to ensure “that 
resources are prioritized and 
shared fairly across sectors.” In 
order to reduce the number of 
strikes, African governments have 
been suggested to take a re-look at 
their labour markets and the 
powers vested in collective 
bargaining unions. Policies related 
to minimum wages, wage 
increases and dispute resolution 
must be in sync with international 
standards and developments 
within the country. Thirdly, 
governments must handle strikes 
tactfully, particularly strikes 
involving emergency 
professionals, to ensure that 
negotiations do not break down 
and harm people’s lives. 
 
http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/u
p-front/posts/2012/10/18-labor-
strikes-africa-kamau 
(Date accessed: 31.10.2012) 
(Karishma) 
 
A Profitable 
Genocide: 
Rwanda and 
Uganda Annex 
Eastern Congo	  
(Glen Ford, Black Agenda 
Report, 23 October, 2012) 
 
This article is on a leaked United 
Nations report on Uganda and 
Rwanda’s annexation of Eastern 
Congo that claimed six million 
lives in the genocide.  
 
This genocide has been profitable 
to Uganda and Rwanda as the 
mineral resources of Eastern-
Congo have been sold in 
multinational corporations based 
in the United States and Europe. 
The UN chief of peacekeeping 
said that Rwanda’s capital, Kigali 
prospered during the Congolese 
genocide, “as a base for trading 
plundered minerals” in the 
mineral rich eastern-Congo.  
 
The article talks about the latest 
leaked UN report, implicating 
officers at the highest level of 
Rwanda’s military as being the 
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real commanding force behind the 
M-23 rebels. Uganda and Rwanda 
are countries that have benefitted 
from this genocide, as they act as 
mercenaries for the American and 
European interests in Africa. The 
United States “withheld token 
funds earmarked for a Rwandan 
military school”, while the 
European Union “has frozen 
support for the killer regimes”, 
Britain on the other hand restored 
all the aid to Rwanda and Uganda 
in September, “praising the mass 
murderers for constructively 
pursuing peace.” 
 
 
http://blackagendareport.com/cont
ent/profitable-genocide-rwanda-
and-uganda-annex-eastern-congo 
(Date accessed:: 30.10.2012) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 

EUROPE 
 

Out Of Recession 
- But Hold Off 
The Bunting 
(James Meadway, New 
Economic Foundation, 26 
October, 2012) 
  
A growth rate of 1% in the third 
quarter has led many to claim that 
the British economy is on the path 
of recovery.  
 
However, economists are treading 
this claim with caution. The 
article cites three reasons to 
refrain from an optimistic view of 
the British economy in the future.  
 
Firstly, growth figures have been 
boosted due to one-time factors 
like the Olympics and the Jubilee 
bank holiday, which have 
collectively added 0.5% to growth 
for the quarter. Secondly, a 
turnaround may seem unlikely 
because average household 
incomes have been falling 
consistently since the last three 
years, which will pull the 
economy downwards in the times 
to come. Thirdly, prospects of a 
sustained recovery seem to be 
weak for Britain as the trade 
deficit has reached an all time 

high and the economy has been 
unable to resurrect its productivity 
advantages - the main engine of 
growth in the UK.  
 
The author reflects that “real 
recovery” is being “crippled” by 
austerity measures, and calls for a 
"major and sustained shift of 
current government policy" in 
order to expect an improved and 
sustained recovery of the British 
economy. 
  
http://www.neweconomics.org/bl
og 
(Date accessed: 31.10.2012) 
(Karishma) 
 

 
Switzerland: Are 
Its Days As A 
Tax Haven For 
Foreigners 
Numbered? 
(Helena Bachmann, Time.com, 
31 October, 2012). 
 
In what could have far reaching 
implications for India, the Swiss 
Government may soon amend the 
law that offers preferential tax 
treatment to wealthy foreigners.  
 
Currently, any wealthy foreigner 
(who is not allowed to work in the 
country) with a net income of at 
least $ 2 million can negotiate 
lump sum taxation, a figure based 
on five times the rental value of 
their Swiss properties.  
 
In September, 2012, the lower 
house of Parliament already voted 
to raise the tax rate of rich 
foreigners to seven times the 
rental value of their home. If 
passed by the upper house, the 
law would go into effect in five 
years.  
 
In stark opposition, the left wing 
coalition is arguing that the flat 
rate system be repealed . The 
Alternative List Socialist party, 
along with other groups, under 
Switzerland’s system of direct 
democracy (citizens can raise any 
issue for voting, if they collect 

100,000 signatures through a 
petition), recently submitted a 
103,000 signature petition, to end 
the tax breaks given to foreigners. 
They argued that that “the lump 
sum system goes against the legal 
equality for all citizens.” 
 
The referendum that is due to be 
scheduled because of the petition 
will undoubtedly alter the course 
of the debate already inside 
Parliament, and could have 
dramatic consequences for other 
nations tackling the problem of 
“black money.” 
 
http://world.time.com/2012/10/31
/switzerland-are-its-days-as-a-tax-
haven-for-foreigners-numbered/ 
(Date Accessed :31.10.2012).  
(Pushparaj. V. Deshpande)  
 

India asks 
Sweden to 
Provide More 
Market Access 
for its Products 
(Samachar, 30 October, 2012) 
 
Bilateral trade between India and 
Sweden in FY 2011-12 was USD 
2.81 billion with India’s imports 
from Sweden being USD 2 
billion, whereas the exports were 
merely USD 825 million. 
Flagging concern over this 
widening trade deficit with 
Sweden, India has raised concerns 
over regulatory constraints which 
prevent access of Indian industrial 
goods in the European markets 
and has asked it to provide greater 
market access. Commerce and 
industry Minister Anand Sharma 
has said that both India and 
Sweden can benefit through 
increased cooperation in sectors 
like infrastructure, modern 
technology, tele-communication, 
bio-technology, environment and 
renewable energy. He has also 
invited Swedish firms to set 
national manufacturing and 
investment zones and has sought 
collaboration in skill development 
initiatives as Sweden is known for 
its strong linkages between 
industry , academia and skill 
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institutions. Both countries are in 
the process of developing a road 
map to take Indo-Swedish 
economic, industrial and scientific 
cooperation to a higher level. 
 
http://www.samachar.com/India-
asks-Sweden-to-provide-more-
mkt-access-for-its-products-
mk5jNifabgh.html?source=recom
mended_news 
(Date accessed: 31.10.2012) 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 
 

AMERICAS 
 
U.S. Pushes 
Algeria To 
Support Military 
Intervention In 
Mali 
(Times-dispatch staff, The 
Washington Post, 30 October, 
2012) 
 
In reaction to the growing threat 
posed by al-Qaida-linked 
militants in Algeria, United States 
has “joined France in a diplomatic 
lobbying campaign” for 
immediate military intervention in 
northern Mali. US Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta has said 
that Pentagon is “working with 
allies on a plan to deal with al-
Qaida-linked militants in Mali 
and elsewhere in the North Africa 
region, with American assistance 
likely to center on intelligence 
and logistical support.” The US is 
contemplating over a broad 
military, political and 
humanitarian involvement in Mali 
similar to the successful 
stabilization model used in 
Somalia with no American 
soldiers directly joining the 
military combat. The U.S. 
officials also reported that with 
the existing reluctance of the 
Algerian Government the planned 
international force to confront the 
militants will be unworkable. 
 
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/n
ews/world-

new/2012/October/30/tdnat01-us-
pushes-algeria-to-support-
military-inte-ar-2321640/ 
(Date accessed: 31.10.2012) 
(Junty Sharma Pathak.) 
 
Bolivia Weighs 
Social Media 
Regulation 
(Gloria Carrasco, CNN, 26 
October, 2012) 
 
With the news of government 
considering regulating and 
monitoring information on digital 
news websites and social 
networks, the capital city of La 
Paz, witnessed strong 
condemnation by its citizens. A 
stern warning was issued by top 
officials against those criticizing 
President Evo Morales on social 
networks. "We are very worried 
because this is a case of 
systematically using 
communications mechanisms to 
plant hatred against the 
government, to harm the image of 
our president," also added the 
official. However Bolivian 
opposition leaders opine that such 
comments reflect the authoritarian 
aim of the government's to censor 
social networks and is opposed to 
human rights and freedom of 
expression. 
 
http://edition.cnn.com/2012/10/25
/world/americas/bolivia-social-
media/index.html?hpt=ila_c2 
(Date accessed: 31.10.2012) 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
 
The End of Race-
Based 
Affirmative 
Action? 
(Al Jazeera, 16 October, 2012) 
 
In 1965, in order to counter racial 
discrimination President Lyndon 
Johnson introduced ‘Affirmative 
action’ in educational institutions 
to increase the representation of 
minorities is in the news again as 
it is being challenged in the 
Supreme Court. The order led to a 

considerable increase in the 
number of ethnic minority 
students graduating.  
 
Today however, on the one hand 
people say that the practice of 
affirmative action is no longer 
relevant while on the other, 
supporters claim that it is essential 
for maintaining diversity. Several 
studies have shown that despite 
affirmative action schools are still 
segregated by class and race.  
‘Whites’ go to school which have  
75% white students and 74%  
‘African Americans’ attend non-
white schools. Some institutions 
have introduced “race neutral” 
policies, class based affirmation 
which has shown very good 
results. 
 
http://www.aljazeera.com/progra
mmes/insidestoryamericas/2012/1
0/201210169253026242.html  
(Date Accessed: 31.10.2012) 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
 
Peace 
Negotiations in 
Colombia 
(Anne Phillips, Foreign Affairs, 
25 October, 2012) 
 
Leftist rebels of Colombia called 
the Revolutionary Armed Forces 
of Colombia (FARC) and the 
Colombian government have 
formally launched talks in 
October to end nearly 50 years of 
armed conflict. Two aspects that 
seem to have been ignored in 
these discussions is one, the issue 
of  demobilisation and 
reintegration of FARC rebels and 
secondly whether the columbian 
government programme is 
equipped to process and 
incorporate the FARC guerilla . 
The disarm, demobilize, and 
reintegrate (DDR) programme is a 
nine year old plan which was 
aimed  to integrate FARC 
guerrillas into the mainstream 
society after the formation of a 
peace agreement. However, there 
is a need to strengthen the 
programme with proper 
investments to make it more 
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robust and capable of propagating 
peace in the country. 
 
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/arti
cles/138377/anne-phillips/once-
were-warriors?page=show# 
(Date Accessed: 30.10.2012) 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
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Opinions 
 
Australia Shifts 
to Asian Focus 
(Opinion, China Daily, 29 
October, 2012) 
  
The Australian Government’s 
white paper released recently 
setting out its objectives, has 
distinctively conveyed to the 
world its shift  in focus from the 
"old countries" of Europe towards 
broader and deeper engagement in 
Asia, especially China and India. 
 
 However given Asia’s mounting 
importance in the world's 
economic and security setting, 
this is barely startling.  
 
In comparison with the previous 
defence white paper released in 
2009, the current approach is 
“increasingly positive and reflects 
a more mature perspective toward 
China's development and 
Australia-China relations.”  
 
In terms of policy adjustments it 
will reinforce its "comprehensive, 
constructive and cooperative 
relationship" with China, and 
teach Asian languages in 
Australian schools, besides 
extending support to China's 
involvement in the region's 
strategic, political and economic 
development. 
 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opi
nion/2012-
10/29/content_15852636.htm 
(Date accessed: 31.10.2012) 
(Junty Sharma Pathak.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Books 
 
Privatization of 
Water 
(Bharat Lal Seth, Down To 
Earth, October, 15 2012) 
 
Book: Privatizing Water: 
Governance Failure And The 
World’s Urban Water Crisis by 
Karen Bakker 
 
The book presents a balanced 
approach to the question: who 
should control the water utilities -
the government or the private 
companies?  
 
It provides the arguments for an 
alternative model of urban water 
supply moving away from the 
debate of private versus public.  
 
The book traces the debate since 
the movement towards 
privatization due to poor recovery 
cost, low tariff, declining 
investment etc. to the building up 
of an anti-privatization camp.  
 
As an alternative and useful 
example, the author offers the 
example of a Brazilian city, Porto 
Alegre which has government as 
well as the private sector 
coexisting to form a successful 
water supply system. The 
reviewer feels that Bakker is 
“provocative and insightful but 
fails to break away from her 
academic avatar to make the text 
reader friendly.” 
 
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/co
ntent/looking-beyond-
privatisation 
(Date accessed: 31.10.12) 
(Simi Sunny) 
 


