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Child Marriage A Continuing Scourge, 
Says World Body 

India 12th Worst in the World in Child Marriage 
Nearly One Half (47%) Of Married Indian Women Aged 20-24 Are Victims Of Child Marriage 

Numbers Set To Increase:  
Globally, 30 Crores Girls Expected To Be Forced Into Marriage Between 2010-2030 

 
	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In a landmark global report on 
child marriage (“Marrying Too 
Young: End Child Marriage”, 
released in October 2012) the 
United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA) finds that the world is 
NOT making progress on ending 
child marriage.  The UNFPA 
Report, and our own Government 
data and analysis, show that child 
marriage remains a daunting 
threat to the well-being of 
nearly one half of young women 
of India, especially for rural 
women who comprise 70% of 
our population, and globally. 
 
We present here a brief overview 
of the very disturbing data and 
findings presented by the UNFPA 
Report and Government on the 
India Story and the Global Story. 
 
 
 

The India Story: “Alarming” 

MAYA, AGE 8 / KISHORE, AGE 13, 
PHOTO FROM UNFPA REPORT	  

MAYA, AGE 8 / KISHORE, AGE 13 (India)
Maya and Kishore pose for a wedding photo in their new home.

Photo by Stephanie Sinclair / VII Photo / Too Young To Wed

 

The Government of India has 
described the Indian situation on 
child marriages as “alarming”. 
 
The Government says that 
although “the mean age for 
marriage of girls in the country 
has improved from 19.3 years in 
1990 to 21.0 years in 2010, as per 

the National Family Health 
Survey 2005-06, 47.3% of all 
young women aged 20-24 were 
married by age 18, while 16% 
of men of age 20-49 were 
married by age 18, and 28% by 
age 20. The incidence of child 
marriage in rural areas is 
alarming as it stands at 52% 
when compared to urban 
average of 28%. These numbers 
are shown to be particularly high 
in states such as West Bengal, 
Bihar, UP, MP, Rajasthan, 
Chattisgarh and Jharkhand.” 
 
India has the 14th worst status 
in the world in terms of the 
percentage of its children who 
are forced into child marriage.  
	  
Child	   marriage	   is	   common	  
throughout	   India	   according	   to	  
data from a 2006 National Family 
Health Survey (NFHS). 

	  

An Ethiopian Child bride being sent to her husbandʼs home, photo from UNFPA REPORT	  
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Prevalence	  is	  highest	  in	  Bihar	  
(69%).	  At least half of girls are 
married or in union before age 18 
in a large number of states such as 
Uttar Pradesh (53 per cent) and 
Andhra Pradesh (55 per cent). 
What is shocking is that even in 
States with the best 
performance, there is still a 
substantial and unacceptable 
number of child marriages 
notwithstanding their high rates 
of literacy and economic 
development: Goa (11%), 
Manipur (13%) and Kerala 
(15%). 	  
 
On the positive side, data from 
three consecutive household 
surveys showed that the rate of 
child marriage among girls 
under the age of 15 is declining 
in India more than twice the 
rate than among girls under 18 
years of age (30 per cent 
reduction versus 13 per cent 
reduction).  
 
But, says UNFPA, this is still not 
sufficient to guarantee children 
their full rights in terms of 
education, sexual and 
reproductive health and the right 
to self-determination. 
 
The Government of India 
(Ministry of Women and Child 
Development) held a national 
consultation on Prevention of 
Child Marriage in New Delhi 
on 25th May 2012”. The main 
points that emerged from the 
national consultation are as 
follows. 
 
o Very few cases are filed under 
the Prevention of Child Marriage 
Act. . The low rate of registration 
of cases is mainly due to the 
social sanction given to the issue. 
 
o Public Prosecutors (PPs) are not 
keen on taking up cases of Child 
marriage.  
 
o In most cases punishment is not 
given by the courts. 
 
o Due to connivance of family 
and community there is a lack of 
strong evidence base in the 
majority of cases.   
 

o There are no deterrent measures 
for officials indirectly permitting 
the practice. 
 
o There are legislative loopholes 
like the provisions in Schedule VI 
in the Constitution which 
recognizes  customary laws. 
There is lack of congruence 
among the existing laws and acts 
like the IPC, PCMA, Prevention 
of Sexual Offences Bill, etc.  
 
o Lack of effective legal aid for 
victims of child marriage. Rather, 
those accessing legal aid 
are  those who are accused of a 
crime.  
 
UNFPA says that very few 
married girls in India (13.0%) 
are using contraception despite 
the need to space their 
childbearing time. 67.3 % of the 
girls who indicated that they 
wanted to use contraceptives 
are not able to use them. 
 
Government Measures for 
Fighting Child Marriage 
 
The Government has a number of 
initiatives and ideas for tackling 
the social evil of child marriage. 
 
The SABLA scheme of the 
Ministry of Women and Child is 
being implemented in 200 
districts across the country on a 
pilot basis. It aims at empowering 
the adolescent girl child, 
improving their nutritional and 
health status and providing them 
various life skills. Other schemes 
like the Kasturba Gandhi Balika 
Vidyalaya (KGBV), the National 
programme for Education of Girls 
at Elementary Level (NLEGEL) 
have significant components that 
contribute to preventing child 
marriages by way of empowering 
the girl child. 
 
o A strong enforcement 
machinery is needed in the 
States to ensure implementation 
of the Act and effective 
prosecution. 
 
o Filing of cases should be 
ensured -- the filing of a case 
against child marriage acts as a 
deterrent in the concerned village 

even where there is no conviction. 

 
o Registration of marriages 
should be made compulsory as 
it  will act as a deterrent. 
 
o The age difference between 
legal age of the bride and the 
groom  in  PCMA 2006 should be 
removed -- this is a legacy of 
patriarchal mindset in which 
brides were expected to be much 
younger than bridegrooms. 
 
o The State should take suo-moto 
action under the PCMA.  
 
The Global Story 
 
The UNFPA Report says,  
“Despite near-universal 
commitments to end child 
marriage… child marriage at the 
global level has remained 
relatively constant over the last 
10 years (at around 50 per cent 
in rural areas and 23 per cent in 
urban areas).” 
 

• One in three girls in 
developing countries 
(excluding China) will 
probably be married 
before they are 18;  

• One out of nine girls 
will be married before 
their 15th birthday.” 

• Over 67 million women, 
aged between 20 and 24 
years in 2010, had been 
married as girls…. 
Most of these girls are 
poor, less educated, and 
live in rural areas. Half 
were in Asia, one-fifth in 
Africa.  

• If nothing changes, 
developing countries 
will witness an increase 
in child marriage: from 

The Government says that as 
per National Crime Records 
Bureau data only (a shocking) 
60 cases were registered in 
2010 for violation of 
Prevention of Child 
Marriage Act 2006, [as 
against lakhs of child 
marriages in a year]. 
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142 million child 
marriages in 2011-2020 
to 151 million in the 
subsequent decade. 

• By 2020, around 142 
million girls will be 
married by their 18th 
birthday 

• In the next decade, 14.2 
million girls under 18 
will be married every 
year worldwide. This 
will rise to an average 
of 15.1 million girls a 
year, starting in 2021 
until 2030, if present 
trends continue. 

• Over the next 20 years, 
130 million girls in 
South Asia alone are 
likely to marry as 
children 

 
 
 

Poor Girls are Most  Victimised 
 
Household wealth influences the 
prevalence of child marriage 
among all wealth quintiles. Girls 
from the poorest 20% of the 
households were more than 4.5 
times as likely to be married/in 
union before age 18 than girls 
from the richest 20% of the 
households. 
 
Child marriage occurs more 
frequently among girls who are 
the least educated, poorest and 
living in rural areas (see graph).  
 
Agenda for Action 
 
Says UNFPA: “Ending child 
marriage requires strategies for 
girls' empowerment, change in 
social and cultural norms, legal 
reform, and policy action. Proven 
solutions include girls' schooling 
(especially lower secondary) 

and programmes that offer life 
skills, literacy, health 
information and services, and 
social support.  
 
In India, the strengthening of 
vital registration systems and 
law enforcement mechanisms is 
also very important to prevent 
early marriage. Married girls 
especially need access to sexual 
and reproductive health services, 
including family planning and 
maternal health services.” READ 
FURTHER:  
http://www.unfpa.org/webdav/site
/global/shared/documents/publicat
ions/2012/MarryingTooYoung.pd
f (Date Accessed: 30.10.2012) 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 
 

 Child Marriage – A Human Tragedy 
 
The term “child marriage” is used to describe a legal or customary union between two people, of whom one or 
both spouses is below the age of 18. While boys can be subjected to child marriage, the practice affects girls in 
greater numbers and with graver consequences.  
 
Child marriage is often referred to as “early” and/or “forced” marriage since children, given their age, are not able 
to give free, prior and informed consent to their marriage partners or to the timing of their marriage.  
 
Many girls, for example, may have little understanding of or exposure to other life options. They may “willingly” 
accept marriage as their allotted fate. An element of coercion may also be involved if families apply social or 
emotional pressure or urge marriage for economic reasons, or further advocate marriage in the (misguided) belief that 
such a union will keep their daughters safe. 
 
Yet, for millions of girls, marriage is anything but safe and anything but consistent with their best interests.  

• Child marriage violates girls’ rights and it does so in a number of ways. It effectively brings a girl’s 
childhood and adolescence to a premature and unnatural end by imposing adult roles and 
responsibilities before she is physically, psychologically and emotionally prepared. It is not uncommon 
for marriage to impose social isolation on girls bringing unwanted separation from their friends and family.  

• Often child marriage brings an end to a girl’s chance of continued education. Girls may be removed from 
school for many reasons: recent research suggests that dropping out of school is less likely to be a direct 
consequence of child marriage than of poverty, the low status afforded to women, and social norms that lead 
parents to discount the value of investing in girls and their education. But under these conditions, when girls 
drop out of school, they become even more vulnerable to child marriage.  

• Once married, girls are likely to feel, and in many cases are, powerless to refuse sex. They are likely to 
find it difficult to insist on condom use by their husbands, who commonly are older and more sexually 
experienced, making the girls especially vulnerable to HIV and other sexually transmitted infections. 

•  At its worst, child marriage can be tantamount to bonded labour or enslavement. It can be a sentence to 
regular exposure to domestic or sexual violence, and a pathway to commercial exploitation.  

• Married girls are often under pressure to become pregnant immediately or soon after marriage, although they 
are still children themselves and know little about sex or reproduction. A pregnancy too early in life before 
a girl’s body is fully mature is a major risk to both mother and baby. Complications of pregnancy and 
childbirth are the main causes of death among adolescent girls ages 15-19 years old in developing countries. 
Among the disabilities associated with early childbirth is obstetric fistula, an injury which leaves girls in 
constant pain, vulnerable to infection, incontinent, and often shunned by their husbands, families and 
communities. Pregnancy deaths are more than double for child brides than for adult brides. 
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Graph above shows how 
prevalence of child marriage is 
more in rural areas, amongst less 
educated and less wealthy 
segments. 
  
Graph below shows percentage 
of child marriage in various State. 
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‘Social Spending 
Not Responsible 
for Economic 
Crisis; Welfare 
State Model Still 
Valid’ 
(Matthew O’Brien, The Atlantic) 
  
This article argues that the 
welfare state does NOT create an 
economic crisis – uncompetitive 
wages do.  
 
It says, “Europe's biggest social 
spenders don't have any 
problems. And Europe's biggest 
problem countries don't spend 
that much on social programs. “ 
 
Both Euro (like Germany, 
Belgium, France) and non-Euro 
nations (like Sweden, Norway) 
have been able to sustain 
themselves, in spite of social 
spending, due to competitive 
wages.   
 
The countries that have inflated 
but uncompetitive wages went 
down in the slumps even though 

their expenditure on social 
spending was considerably less.  
 
The article says. “Greece is sui 
generis. They really did just spend 
too much money. They're not 
pictured here, because their 10-
year bond yield is -- wait for it -- 
off the chart. Fitting their 27 
percent borrowing costs onto this 
graph makes it too hard to see 
anything else. But Greece's 
average social spending is only 
21.4 percent of GDP.”  
http://www.theatlantic.com/busine
ss/archive/2012/06/the-myth-that-
entitlements-ruin-countries-
busted-in-1-little-graph/259056/ 
(Date accessed: 23.10.2012) 
(B.	  Varun	  Kumar	  Reddy) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brutal 
Exploitation, 
Trafficking and 
Bondage of 
Workers in the 
Indian 
Construction 
Industry, says 
CNN  
(Siddharth Kara, CNN, 18 
October, 2012) 
 
Thousands of workers are 
trafficked into the cities of 
South East to complete 
massive construction projects 
at a nominal cost.  
 
The construction sector is seen 
as a major source of 
“exploitation by virtue of 
apathy, custom, corruption, 
and greed.”  
 
Entire families are recruited on 
the promise of good wages and 
working conditions, which do 
not materialise in reality.  

	  



	  

	   6	  

HEADLINES	  
 
The article says that there 
exists “a particular impunity 
built into the system of 
construction labor contracting 
that is especially effective at 
promoting trafficking and 
bondage.”   
 
It also comments that the 
labour conditions during the 
Commonwealth Games in 
2010 were horribly similar to 
that of the Asiad 1982, despite 
being 30 years apart.  
 
The article comments that one 
reason for such exploitation 
and abuse is the fact that 
across South Asia, laws 
“relating to the concept of 
vicarious liability do not 
capture the relationship 
between a construction 
company and its independent 
contractors.”  
http://thecnnfreedomproject.bl
ogs.cnn.com/2012/10/18/india
s-children-suffer-in-brutal-
conditions/?hpt=ias_mid 
(Date accessed 16.10.2012) 
(Junty S Pathak) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crisis In Rural 
Education 
(Yoginder Sikand, 
Countercurrents, 21 October 
2012) 
 
The Indian education system has 
failed to deal with many of the 
practical challenges especially in 
rural India. The number of private 
schools is very small in 
comparison to the government 
schools. Most parents cannot 
afford the fees of the relatively 
more expensive and supposedly 
somewhat better private-run 
schools, and so the vast majority 
of students in rural India are 
forced to study in poor quality 
government schools, where 
teacher absenteeism is as much a 
problem as students skipping 
classes. Schools are miserably 
over-crowded with students, and 
are also grossly under-staffed, 
making it impossible for students 
to get proper guidance. Most of 
the private schools follow English 
as their language of instruction, 
which is not followed by these 
rural kids. The spiral of problems 
results in students dropping out 
early. While official statistics 
record impressive gains in rural 
education, the actual situation 
reveals a different story 
altogether. 
http://www.countercurrents.org/si
kand211012.htm 
(Date accessed: 23.10.12) 
(Simi Sunny) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Delhi High Court 
Advocates Public 
Transportation; 
Criticizes Pro-
Car Transport 
Policy 
(Dario Hidalgo & Madhav Pai, 
The New York Times, 26 October 
2012) 
 
The Delhi High Court dismissed 
in October a petition demanding 
that the bus corridor from the 
Moolchand intersection to 
Ambedkar Nagar in New Delhi be 
scrapped to create more traffic 
lanes for private vehicles.  
 
In the process, it also advanced 
the idea that transportation 
facilities are for “moving people, 
not cars, and should favor all 
users”, and not just the “minority 
of car-owning class.” In addition, 
it advocated introducing measures 
that move people out of cars and 
into public transportation.  
 
The Delhi High Court recognized 
that the larger problem 

of traffic congestion was because 
of the “growing number of 
vehicles in the city – currently 
over seven million.”  The article 
points out that while more than 
“50 percent of road users travel by 
bus, 98 percent of Jawaharlal 
Nehru National Urban Renewal 
Mission (JNNURM) grants from 
the Ministry of Urban 
Development have been spent on 
the expansion of roads, 
construction of flyovers and 
parking projects, in which the 
primary targeted beneficiaries are 
cars.”  
Barely 2 percent of JNNURM 
funds have been spent on other 
transportation projects. This 
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ruling comes at a critical point in 
the “evolution of Bus Rapid 
Transits (B.R.T.’s) in India, when 
several cities are exploring the 
viability of B.R.T.’s to enhance 
their public transportation 
systems.” 
http://india.blogs.nytimes.com/20
12/10/26/a-developed-country-is-
one-in-which-rich-people-use-
public-
transport/http://www.count
ercurrents.org/sikand211
012.htm 
(Date accessed: 26.10.12) 
(Anjora) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gadkari’s 
Dubious 
Company 

       (Ashhar Khan, Tehelka.com, 
From Tehelka Magazine, Vol 9, 
Issue 44, 03 Nov 2012) 
 
The article discusses issues  raised 
about the funding of Purti Power 
and Sugar Limited (PPSL) of 
which BJP President Nitin 
Gadkari was Chairman till very 
recently. Ideal Road Builders 
(IRB) which had given huge loans 
to PPSL are alleged to have been 
rewarded with large number of 
contracts during Gadkari’s tenure 
as Maharashtra PWD Minister. 
The article highlights the many 
mistakes committed by Gadkari 
during his tenure as the BJP 
President, which has led to a 
souring of relationships with party 
colleagues. The recent allegations 
by Arvind Kejriwal and Anjali 
Damania on surplus land acquired 
by the Maharashtra government 
meant for dams being given to 
Gadkari’s company and not 
returned to the farmers have only 
made things much worse. 
http://www.tehelka.com/story_ma
in54.asp?filename=Ne031112Peo
ple.asp 

       (Date accessed on 25.10.2012) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Embracing 
Darkness 
 
(Jyoti Malhotra, The Hindu, 23 
October , 2012) 

 
 
“The British decision to end its 
decade-long boycott of Narendra 
Modi speaks volumes of how 
human rights are so easily 
sacrificed at the altar of 
commerce.” The David Cameron-
led government, which is facing 
low economic growth, has 
decided to forget that two of its 
citizens, brothers of Yusuf 
Dawood, were lynched by a 
rampaging mob in the Gujarat 
riots of 2002. With Modi wooing 
industrialists and big names, and 
his being treated like “a Prime 
Minister-in-waiting” by Japan, 
Britain too has decided to become 
one of “Modi’s cheerleaders” 
since he is expected to win the 
Gujarat elections in December. 
The writer feels that Britain has 
read the present wrongly as it has 
not been able to realise that India 
is changing. She is confident that 
India will avenge the injustice 
done to Yusuf Dawood. 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion
/op-ed/embracing-the-
darkness/article4023194.ece 
(Date Accessed: 24.10.2012) 
(Amrutha Jose) 
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Cash Transfer 
Scheme’s Success 
Hinges On 
Plugging The 
Leaks 
(Venky Vembu, Firstpost, 22 
October, 2012) 
 
The issuance of fake unique ID 
(UID) cards in Bangalore reflects 
the need to make the system leak-
proof, in order to ensure that 
subsidies are better targeted at 
end-users and benefits do not 
accrue to fraudsters or imposters. 
According to a DFID study, cash 
transfers reduce inequality and 
poverty in many countries. 
However, some scholars from 
Monash University point out that 
“without the detailed, verifiable 
and legally enforceable databases 
that form part of the tax and 
welfare systems in industrialised 
nations, accurate targeting of such 
transfers in developing nations is 
very difficult.” An alternative to 
direct cash transfers is conditional 
cash transfers, which also allows 
governments to secure social 
welfare objectives.  Conditional 
cash transfers (CCTS) make 
payments to poor households on 
the condition that those 
households invest in the human 
capital of their children in certain 
pre-specified ways like periodic 
health and nutrition check-ups for 
children less than 5 years of age 
or securing a minimum 80% 
school attendance. The article 
points out that in order to achieve 
programmatic success of 
connecting the Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGA) 
and the PDS distribution system 
to the UID, the service delivery 
mechanism needs to be 
strengthened. 
http://www.firstpost.com/econom
y/cash-transfer-schemes-success-
hinges-on-plugging-the-leaks-
498441.html 
(Date accessed on 22.10.12) 
(Karishma) 
 

“Repugnant 
Markets” 
(Narayan Ramachandran, 
Livemint, 21 October, 2012) 
 
This	   article	   shows	   the	   absurd	  
and	   dangerous	   extent	   to	   which	  
financial	   market	  
fundamentalism	   can	   take	  
society,	   divorced	   from	   all	  
normative	   considerations,	  
commodifying	  practices	  that	  are	  
destructive	   of	   the	   survival	   of	  
society	  and	  the	  human	  species.	  
	  
The	   article	   discusses	  
“repugnant	  markets”	  -‐-‐	  	  “areas	  
of	   exchange	   considered	   by	  
society	  to	  be	  beyond	  the	  sphere	  
of	   markets	   and	   generally	  
viewed	   by	   at	   least	   a	   section	   of	  
society	   to	   be	   repugnant.”	  
Examples	   include	   markets	   for	  
betting	  on	  election	  results,	  child 
labour, slavery,	   cadavers, 
surrogacy, abortion, live organ 
donation	   and	   even	   potential	  
markets	   on	   acts	   of	   terrorism	  
and	   assassinations.	   The	   article	  
says	   that	   a	   Policy	   Analysis	  
Market	   was	   proposed	   by	   the	  
Pentagon	   in	   2003	   “with	   the	  
objective	   of	   trading	   on	   political	  
developments	   in	   several	  
middle-‐eastern	   countries.	   It	   led	  
to	   a	   furore	   and	   was	   cancelled	  
quickly.”	  	  
	  
The	  article	  says	  “India has a wide 
range of (niche) markets that may 
be considered repugnant by some: 
Seval sandai or cock fights in 
Tamil Nadu, nation-wide 
commercial surrogacy, tradeable 
carbon emission rights, 
consumption of rabbit meat in 
Rajasthan and of silkworms and 
monkey meat in the north-east are 
examples, fetal organ matches for 
adults, matrimonial matching, 
etc.” 
 
The article argues that repugnancy 
is a relative concept -- time, 
location, culture and circumstance 
are important to this notion of 
repugnance: e.g., slavery was 
considered acceptable for much of 
history, but is a universally 
acknowledged repugnant market 
today; abortion is legal in many 

countries, but is opposed by 
many; commercial surrogacy is 
legal in India but banned in many 
other countries such as France and 
Italy; consumption of horse meat 
provokes (criminal) repugnance in 
California, but is routine in China, 
Mexico and Kazakhstan.  
 
The article discusses the work of 
Alvin Roth, the winner of the 
2012 Nobel Prize for economics, 
on repugnant markets. Roth is 
cited as arguing that “some 
exchanges that are not repugnant 
when they are gifts or in-kind 
become repugnant when money is 
added in. For instance, the act of 
paying birth mothers for children 
put up for adoption somehow 
fundamentally changes the 
perception of the exchange. Many 
people view monetary 
compensation for organ donation 
as something that transforms a 
good thing into a bad one. 
According to Roth, money in 
these exchanges objectifies and 
potentially creates opportunity for 
coercion and is often considered 
something that takes society down 
a slippery slope of ever more 
repugnant behaviour. He also 
talks about market exchanges that 
are bothered by 
“inappropriateness” which may be 
short of repugnance. He and his 
colleagues study the problem and 
societal objections and attempt to 
design markets that create the 
exchange but do not trip on 
repugnance,” called “practical 
markets.” The article prods India 
towards opening up “repugnant” 
markets, arguing for “more 
flexibly with the charge of 
“inappropriateness” which 
results in market failure…. A 
large heterogeneous country 
such as India has need for many 
markets that might push the 
envelope, at least in the eyes of 
some of its citizens. 
Inappropriateness or 
repugnance is not reason 
enough to block them. For the 
greater good, we will have to try 
some of them.”  
http://www.livemint.com/Opin
ion/P6AdiqoG4lwfOOQILlASTP
/Repugnant-‐markets.html 
(Date Accessed: 23.10.2012) 
(Amrutha Jose) 
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India faces 
Investment Drop; 
New Sector 
Drivers Needed 
(Samachar, 26 October, 2012) 
 
Brokerage House Kotak 
Securities has warned the 
Government of an “investment 
cliff” unless new projects are 
awarded in the new sectors.  
 
This analysis is based on the data 
of traditional sector drivers 
Capex, which has fallen 
considerably in FY2012 
compared with FY2010-11.  
 
Analysts also feel that in the 
Twelfth Five Year Plan, 
government heavily relies on 
Capex for traditional sectors like 
road, telecom and power and is 
way too optimistic. They also 
suggest the following areas where 
government should focus to 
sustain the investment cycle - 
developing India’s energy 
security by harnessing existing 
reserves and exploring new 
energy options, improving 
connectivity through roads, 
waterways and railways, 
improving the quality of urban 
infrastructure. With regards to 
financing these projects, Kotak 
strategists have suggested options 
like Government Equity; long 
term corporate Bonds and greater 
participation of insurance and 
pension funds in infrastructure 
projects. 
http://www.samachar.com/India-
faces-investment-cliff-new-sector-
drivers-needed-
mk0jLnjfadd.html?source=recom
mended_news 
(Date accessed 26.10.2012) 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 
 
 
 

Growth in Farm 
Output likely: 
Expert 
(The Hindu, 23 October, 2012) 
 
About 0.5% to 1% increase in 
agricultural production has been 
forecast this year by the Planning 
Commission despite an 8% deficit 
in rainfall.  
 
Planning Commission official 
Abhijit Sen pointed out that there 
was a shortfall of output in the 
kharif season, with a sharp decline 
in output of coarse cereals and 
pulses but not much in rice. He 
also expressed concern over the 
rising prices of cereals. Revival 
was expected in the Rabi season.  
 
To deal with the problem of rising 
prices, the government has to 
release huge amount of stocks of 
rice and wheat into the market.  
 
Talking about overall inflation, he 
further said that it would not 
come down if oil prices were not 
controlled.  
 
The problem of farmer suicides 
had come down in Andhra 
Pradesh, Kerala and Karnataka 
because farmers were better off 
due to increase in prices, but 
uncertainty still remained high. 
http://www.samachar.com/Growt
h-in-farm-output-forecast-expert-
mkxdKXddhea.html 
(Date accessed 23.10.2012) 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
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POLITICS AND 
GOVERNANCE  
 
Journalism 
Should Be Kept 
Out of Right To 
Privacy Purview: 
Report 
(Amitabh Sinha, The Indian 
Express, 22 October, 2012). 
 
Acknowledging the legitimacy of 
‘sting’ operations, the Expert 
Group chaired by Retd. Justice 
A.P. Shah (mandated with the 
task of creating a framework for a 
proposed Right to Privacy 
legislation), proposed that the 
invasion of privacy of an 
individual as part of a journalistic 
initiative be kept out of the 
proposed Right to Privacy law. 
While equating “journalistic 
purposes in public interest” at par 
with national interest, public order 
and historical or scientific 
research, the report does not go 
into what constitutes journalism 
in public interest, which it leaves 
for organizations like the Press 
Council or the Broadcasters to 
decide. Finally, noting the “lack 
of established procedure over the 
use of audio and video recording 
devices”, the report suggested a 
“public interest test” to determine 
whether personal information 
gathered during a ‘sting’ should 
be disclosed along with other 
material gathered. 
http://www.indianexpress.com/ne
ws/journalism-should-be-kept-
out-of-right-to-privacy-purview-
report/1020153/0 
(last accessed on 22.10.2012). 
(Pushparaj. V. Deshpande) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Naga Settlement 
(B G Verghese, Deccan Herald, 
22 October, 2012) 
  
News of an accord with a major 
Dimasa insurgent group that 
recently decided to lay down arms 
has raised hopes for a larger peace 
and development programme for 
the North East.  
 
The Nationalist Socialist Council 
of Nagaland (NSCN {IM}) is also 
said to be willing to commit itself 
to the constitution and to 
Nagaland’s current territorial 
boundaries subject to an 
important proviso.  
 
It seeks an assurance that “the 
Naga population in the three 
adjacent states would enjoy 
similar rights as in Nagaland, in 
harmony with Naga customary 
laws and cultural and educational 
aspirations.”  
 
This is now to be negotiated by 
the Centre with Assam, Arunachal 
and Manipur so that an early 
national consensus on the issue 
can emerge and can be neatly 
packaged into a Naga Accord. 
http://www.deccanherald.com/con
tent/287243/a-naga-
settlement.html 
(Date accessed: 26.10.2012) 
(Hansa Kaul)  
 
DEVELOPMENT 
 
Moving Beyond 
the Narrow Focus 
on GDP Growth 
(Jonathan tanner, odi.org) 
  
At the OECD World Forum 
Nobel prize-winning economist 
Joseph Stiglitz outlined how the 
economic focus has blinded us to 
other factors that affect our lives 
such as equality and the 
environment.  
 
Many of the world’s leading 
statisticians and economists agree 
that we need to have a radical 
rethink about how to assess a 

country’s performance other than 
through the GDP. New 
measurement indices such as 
Happiness Index, Human 
Development Index are being 
developed to better capture the 
human progress story.  
 
Countries at all stages of 
development from Canada to 
Mexico and Bhutan are actively 
trying to measure wellbeing, 
going beyond GDP to measure 
other aspects of life that seem to 
matter to people,  while the UK 
has heralded the 'Happiness 
Index’.  
 
Health and education outcomes 
are also important indicators but 
we also need to include housing, 
quality of life in old age, nutrition, 
discrimination and even power as 
they are all worthy areas to 
measure in terms of 
improvements in the collective 
human condition. 
http://www.developmentprogress.
org/blog/2012/10/24/measurement
-revolution 
(Date accessed: 25.10.2012) 
(B. Varun Kumar Reddy) 
 
SECURITY 

 
Police Launch 
Security Project 
For Shillong 
(Reigning Lyngdoh, Shillong, 
Seven Sisters Post, 19 October,  
2012) 
 
In response to the rising crimes 
and safety challenges in the city 
of Shillong, the Meghalaya police 
have initiated a project “Secure-
Safe-Shillong.”  The project aims 
at building a strong partnership 
between the police and the public 
and ensures better safety and 
security in both public spaces and 
among residents. Close circuit 
cameras and streetlights would 
also be installed at strategic 
locations. The lone woman 
legislator in the Meghalaya 
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Government also expressed 
concern at the rising crime graph 
in the city as well as the large 
number of pending cases and 
hoped the setting up of a forensic 
laboratory and better justice 
delivery system along with this 
particular initiative would help 
improve the situation.  
http://sevensisterspost.com/police
-launch-security-project-for-
shillong/ 
(Date accessed 23.10.2012) 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
 
Social Web Used 
As New Terror 
Propaganda 
Platform, says 
UN Body 
(Mike Isaac, AllthingsD; also by 
Jinathan Tirone, Bloomberg) 
 
According to a United Nations 
report titled “The Use of Internet 
For Terrorist Purposes,” the 
Internet has emerged as a new 
tool for terror propaganda.  
 
The report states that “Promotion 
of extremist rhetoric encouraging 
violent acts is also a common 
trend across the growing range of 
Internet- based platforms that host 
user-generated content.”  
 
Google, Twitter, Facebook were 
identified as primary conduits for 
such activity. The UN wants 
countries to ratify legislation to 
prevent so-called cyber terrorism 
and boost cross-border 
collaboration between law-
enforcement agencies. Both 
Facebook and YouTube have 
protocols in place for flagging 
objectionable materials, including 
terrorist propaganda and hate 
speech. 
http://allthingsd.com/20121022/u
nited-nations-report-cites-social-
web-as-new-terror-propaganda-
platform/ 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/
2012-10-22/facebook-gains-as-
tool-for-terrorists-seeking-friends-
un-says.html 

(Date accessed: 23.10.2012) 
(B. Varun Kumar Reddy) 
 
DEVELOPING 
A HOSTAGE 
POLICY 
(The Statesman, 24 October, 
2012) 
  
A recent meeting called by the 
Home Ministry with the police 
officials of 9 Maoist-affected 
states looked into the issue of 
evolving a common policy to deal 
with hostage situations that have 
been increasingly confronting the 
state.  
 
With the experience of a series of 
abductions which included those 
of a Collector, an MLA, and two 
foreign tourism promoters, the 
need for consensus-policy seems 
urgent.  
 
The decline in demand for ransom 
payments and increasing demand 
for release of prisoners is even 
more damaging to the counter-
insurgency efforts of the Central 
and State governments. A multi-
pronged approach is the need of 
the hour which would include 
crisis management groups of 
experienced negotiators being set 
up that would involve members of 
“civil society” as well.  
 
But in the end, a “no deal” stance 
would never be effective until 
there is unquestioned backing 
from across the political and 
administrative spectrum. 
http://www.thestatesman.net/inde
x.php?option=com_content&view
=article&id=428099&catid=38 
(Date accessed: 25.10.2012) 
(Hansa Kaul)  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

AGRICULTURE 
 
Democratizing 
The Global Food 
Chain 
(Chandra Bhushan, Down To 
Earth, 16 October 2012) 
 

India needs to move towards 
strengthening its democratic form 
of food production which set off 
the White Revolution, argues this 
article. 
 
Currently the global food chain is 
controlled by large multinational 
agro and food companies which 
decide the food prices and quality. 
The food and health crises have 
reiterated the fact we need a 
radically different model of food 
production and consumption – a 
move from corporations towards 
cooperatives. Since these small 
landholders face major 
institutional and production 
challenges, they need the support 
of the strong cooperatives. “The 
governments of the world need to 
empower and support the 
cooperative movement by putting 
in right policies, transparent 
legislation, incentives and 
opportunities for them to develop 
and grow.” It is time we realize 
the potential of cooperatives to 
“democratize our food system and 
break the monopoly of giant 
corporations.”  
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/co
ntent/democratising-global-food-
chain 
(Date accessed: 24.10.12) 
(Simi Sunny) 
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EDUCATION 
 
Urgent Need for 
Reform of Higher 
Education, says 
Expert 
(Deepak Pental, The Indian 
Express, 18 October, 2012) 
 
The article says that the most 
highly ranked universities 
globally are research intensive 
and comprehensive institutions 
(meaning they also teach and 
research the humanities, social 
sciences and natural sciences, as 
well as engineering, medicine, 
law and management), a 
fundamental characteristic lacking 
in most Indian Universities. “The 
dominant model of education in 
India”, it points out, separates 
liberal and professional, 
undergraduate and postgraduate, 
research and teaching.” The 
author highlights the need to 
strengthen undergraduate 
education to bring it on par with 
professional degrees, and to 
overhaul the established grant 
system for funding research 
which is currently “over-
bureaucratised, (where) multiple 
schemes are floated and no 
effective proposal tracking system 
exist (s).” Finally, it suggests 
revisiting the division of 
responsibilities at the University 
level with greater autonomy 
resting with faculty. 
http://www.indianexpress.com/ne
ws/a-rank-shame/1018203/0 
(Date accessed:  18.10.2012). 
(Pushparaj. V. Deshpande) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENERGY 
 
Open Cast Coal 
Mining Will 
Cease to be 
Viable: Power 
Costs Likely to 
Mount  
(Reuters, 12 October, 2012) 
 
India’s dependence on open cast 
mining vis-a-vis underground 
mining has raised concerns of an 
imminent power crisis. Open cast 
mining is an attractive option for 
the coal industry, including Coal 
India, because the average cost of 
open-cast coal for Coal India is 
about $13 a tonne and for 
underground mines, the average 
cost is about $75 per tonne, thus 
reducing economic costs for 
mining companies (albeit with a 
high environmental & societal 
cost). However, India is running 
out of cheap open-cast coal from 
existing mines. The other problem 
with open cast is the need to buy 
vast tracks of land which is 
becoming a challenge for 
companies. According to the 
article, open-cast mining is likely 
to be exhausted within the next 
10-12 years. “Unless Coal India 
cuts its dependence on open cast 
mining by around 5 percentage 
points per year, overall output 
will start to stagnate around the 
end of this decade.” This could 
result in energy import costs that 
could derail industrial projects, 
crimp economic growth and drive 
up inflation. 

 
http://in.reuters.com/article/2012/
10/22/india-coal-power-cuts-
idINDEE89L00W20121022 

(Date accessed: 22.10.12) 
(Karishma) 
 
India’s Energy 
Future: The 
Economist View 
(Martin Adams, Empowering 
Growth Perspectives on India’s 
energy future, Economist 
Intelligence Unit, 2012). 
 
Envisioning a growth in energy 
demand by 54 percent between 
2011 and 2020, the article points 
out that India will be unable to 
meet this because of “artificially 
low energy prices and state 
involvement in fuel production.”  
 
It traces various problems in the 
power, coal, oil, gas, and 
renewable energy sectors, and 
makes the case that non-fossil 
fuels will be unable to replace or 
substantially reduce India’s 
dependence on “dirtier sources of 
energy” in the near future.  
 
It also argues that any radical 
structural reforms are unlikely 
because any decrease in subsidies, 
a key determinant in stabilising 
prices, would entail taking tough 
political decisions, doubtful in 
light of a series of elections 
scheduled between November 
2011 and May 2014.  
http://www.managementthinking.
eiu.com/sites/default/files/downlo
ads/Empowering_Growth.pdf 
(last accessed on 18.10.2012) 
(Pushparaj. V. Deshpande) 
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Harnessing Solar 
Energy 
(Echo of India, 10 October, 
2012) 

 
The energy sector in India has 
recently witnessed major 
developments like the civil 
nuclear cooperation agreement 
with the United States, an 
increased possibility for India to 
secure nuclear fuel and generating 
equipment from other countries, 
and more recently the 
establishment of a mega nuclear 
power project in Kudankulam, 
built with Russian collaboration. 
Also, the traditional method of 
burning coal continues.  
 
There has been immense 
resistance from civil society 
groups especially with regard to 
ecological and other health related 
hazards.  
 
Amidst all this, a recent study by 
two scientists of the Indian 
Institute of Science has shown 
that India’s energy needs can be 
fully met by renewable sources, 
especially by harnessing solar 
energy.  
 
Their study has found that “4.1 
per cent of the total uncultivable 
and waste land in India is enough 
to meet the projected annual 
demand of 3,400 TeraWatt Hours 
(TWh) by 2070 by solar energy.”  
They argue further that by 
harnessing other renewable 
sources of energy, it is possible to 
reduce the land area required for 
solar energy generation to just 3.1 
per cent.”. 
http://echoofindia.com/editorial/h
arnessing-solar-energy-12545 
(Date Accessed 23.10.2012) 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 

China's Plan to 
Rescue the 
Global Solar 
Industry 
 (Brian Fung, The Atlantic) 
  
The crash in the prices of 
photovoltaic panels has pushed 
the worldwide solar industry into 
a crisis.  Chinese manufacturers 
have been widely blamed for the 
excess capacity in the solar panel 
manufacturing sector which led to 
the crisis. Solar energy's price-
per-watt now stands at 83.87 
cents. The Chinese government 
plans to buy up over $11 billion 
of those excess solar panels and 
use it to build out its domestic 
solar energy capacity. China's 

National Energy Administration 
targets to generate 15 gigawatts 
through this route. By taking the 
extra solar panels off the market, 
China hopes its emergency 
stimulus project will restore 
balance in the solar power 
marketplace. The renewed 
demand for solar panels in China 
may push prices up thus derailing 
India’s plans to generate 20 
gigawatts of solar power by 2022. 
http://www.theatlantic.com/intern
ational/archive/2012/10/chinas-
plan-to-rescue-the-global-solar-
industry/264054/ 
(Date accessed: 24.10.2012) 
(B. Varun Kumar Reddy) 
 
 
 
 
 

Cheap Nuclear 
Energy Is An 
Illusion 
(Kumar Chellappan, The 
Pioneer, 25 October, 2012) 
 
The article highlights the issues 
that come to the fore with nuclear 
energy – it is expensive, 
unsustainable, with a high risk 
factor and also takes more than 10 
years to be fully operational. At 
the same time, what has gone 
unnoticed is the steep fall in 
renewable energy rates, especially 
solar energy. Till date, the 20 
nuclear reactors in the country 
have hardly been able to generate 
60% of the total nuclear power. 
The inefficiency of the 
Department of Atomic Energy 
along with the shortage of 
uranium fuel has meant that today 
India’s total capacity of nuclear 
power is much below what had 
been promised in the 1980’s. 
http://www.dailypioneer.com/colu
mnists/item/52705-cheap-nuclear-
energy-is-an-illusion.html 
(Date accessed on: 25.10.2012) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 
Need for more 
transparent oil 
exploration 
regime: Reddy 
(Deccan Herald, 25 October, 
2012) 
  
At the World Energy Forum in 
Dubai, Oil Minister Jaipal Reddy 
highlighted the need for "a 
simpler, more transparent and less 
intrusive regime for expediting 
the exploration of the sedimentary 
basins of the country.” Issues of 
tight regulations on pricing, 
delays in getting approvals and 
changing fiscal regime have 
driven away the global biggies 
from investing in the process. The 
other criticism leveled against the 
New Exploration Licensing 
Policy (NELP) of 1999 is that it 
“provides for explorers to first 
recover all of their capital and 
operating expenditure from oil 
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and gas revenues before sharing 
profits with the government as per 
a specific formula.” Given the 
lacunae in the system, a high level 
expert committee headed by C. 
Rangarajan has been constituted 
to recommend reforms in the 
policy. 
http://www.deccanherald.com/con
tent/287731/need-more-
transparent-oil-exploration.html 
(Last accessed: 25.10.2012) 
(Hansa Kaul)  
 
TECHNOLOGY 
 
Some Takeaways 
from the 
Budapest 
Conference on 
Cyberspace 
(Cherian Samuel, Institute for 
Defence Studies and Analyses, 
11 October 2012) 
  
Little consensus emerged on the 
issue of cyber security 
management in the recently 
concluded Second International 
Conference on Cyberspace in 
Budapest. 
 
The European countries 
highlighted the human rights 
aspects of cyber security, based 
on their characterization of 
internet freedom as a fundamental 
right, while the Chinese 
approach centred on “network 
sovereignty” and the need to 
balance the free flow of 
information against the potential 
of harmful threat to national 
security and social order.  
 
China, on behalf of the 
developing countries also 
articulated the demand for equal 
rights in managing the Internet 
and equitable distribution of its 
critical resources.  
 
“India’s contribution to the 
deliberations was in the form of a 
keynote address by Sachin Pilot, 
the Minister of State for 
Telecommunications, where he 

called for internet governance to 
be made more equitable and 
effective.”  
 
India has participated actively in 
Indian Internet Governance 
Conference held in New Delhi.   
 
The country now aims to create a 
pool of 500,000 cyber security 
professionals to improve its PPP 
record. 
  
http://www.idsa.in/idsacomments/
SometakeawaysfromtheBudapest
ConferenceonCyberspace_csamue
l_111012 
(Last accessed: 25.10.2012) 
(Hansa Kaul)  
 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
 
New Priorities 
Turn Kyoto 
Goals Into An 
Afterthought 
(The Japan Times, 22 October, 
2012) 
 
In the light of its move away from 
nuclear energy, Japanese 
government officials are saying 
that chances of Japan honouring 
its pledge to cut emissions by 
25% by 2020 from 1990 levels 
seem bleak.  
 
Since the closing of the 
Fukushima power plant last year, 
Japan has increased its 
dependence on “dirtier fossil 
fuels.” According to a 
government report, Japan can 
expect to cut emissions only by 
5% to 9% instead of the ambitious 
25% by 2020. In lieu of Prime 
Minister Yoshihiko Noda’s 
promise of a “Green Revolution”, 
Japan has moved towards a feed-
in-tariff, “in which the 
government essentially guarantees 
that utility companies will buy 
renewable energy at a fixed price 
over the next 20 years.” 
According to the news piece, 
though the Japanese Government 
hasn’t formally backed away from 

its commitment to the Kyoto 
Protocol, it seems unlikely that 
Japan will “participate into the 
second commitment” if the Kyoto 
Protocol is extended beyond 
2012. 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/
nn20121022a1.html 
(Date accessed: 22.10.12) 
(Karishma) 
 
Food, Fuel, 
Forests And 
Climate – The 
Biofuels 
Conundrum 
(Sini Harkki, Greenpeace, 
October 18, 2012) 
 
On 17 October, 2012, the EU 
announced a proposal to change 
its previous policy of increasing 
bio-fuel use for cars and trucks by 
capping it at 5%.  
 
The change can be attributed to 
the spin-off effects created by 
growing crops for bio-fuel. 
“Growing crops for bio-fuels 
mean less crops available for food 
and likely price hikes as demand 
increases.”   
 
According to a study by Oxfam, 
70,000 sq km of land was used for 
bio-fuel production in 2008; 
which could have fed 127 million 
people annually if the same area 
was used to grow maize and 
wheat.  
 
Apart from increasing food prices 
and reducing their availability, 
“expanding bio-fuel production 
also has severe negative climate 
impacts as it often displaces crop 
production farther into threatened 
forests, or increases the use of oil-
based fertilizers and pesticides.”  
 
Therefore, environmental groups 
are proactively pursuing the need 
to come up with alternatives to 
bio-fuel use, due to the twin 
considerations of hunger & 
climate change. 
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http://www.greenpeace.org/intern
ational/en/news/Blogs/makingwa
ves/food-fuel-forests-and-climate-
the-biofuels-co/blog/42642/  
(Date accessed on 22.10.12) 
(Karishma) 
 
Meghalaya 
Launches Youth 
for Green 
‘Revolution’ 
Campaign 
(Post Bureau, Tura/Ampati, 
Seven Sisters Post, October 16th 
2012) 
 
The Meghalaya Chief Minister 
has launched “Youth for Green 
Campaign Movement”, aimed at 
creating a mass awareness among 
the public to keep their localities, 
surrounding market areas, 
villages, towns and rivers clean.  
 
The Chief Minister urged the 
people to take steps to reduce 
pollution and inculcate healthy 
habits by earmarking one day 
each month to contribute to 
environmental protection by 
abstaining from the use of 
vehicles. District committees have 
been constituted for sketching 
thorough strategies and action 
plan with youth involvement to 
make cleanliness habitual and 
institutionalized in the state. The 
green campaign, coinciding with 
World Food Day was launched 
with a green marathon organized 
for youth of different age groups.  
http://sevensisterspost.com/mukul
-launches-green-revolution/ 
(Date accessed on 23.10.12) 
(Junty S Pathak) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

J&K Govt 
diverted 1883 
hectares of 
forestland in 
Jammu: CAG 
(Times of India, 22 October, 
2012) 
 
The CAG Report has alleged the 
state forest ministry of Jammu 
and Kashmir of diverting 1,883 
hectares of forest land for non-
forest purposes in violation of 
rules. It also found that Jammu 
accounts for 25 per cent of forest 
land (767 sq km), below 
prescribed level of 33 per cent as 
per National Forest Policy and 
also out of the 25 per cent forest 
land, only 1,063 hectares (one per 
cent) has been specified so far. 
According to the State Forest 
Conservation Act, 1997, twice the 
area of forest land diverted for 
non-forest purpose should be 
afforested but records showed that 
1883.23 hectares of forest land 
has been diverted for non-forest 
purposes between 1991-92 to 
2010-11 period in the Jammu 
district. However no land has 
been brought under forest cover to 
compensate for the forestland 
diverted. Also, the possession of 
forest land diverted for non-
forestry purposes was handed 
over to the user agency without 
full payment, as against the rules. 
The Divisional forest officer 
(DFO) has meanwhile argued that 
fresh forest areas could not be 
raised due to non-allotment of 
funds and that recovery of 
compensation amounts would be 
taken up with user-agencies. 
However the reply was not 
accepted by the CAG. 
http://www.samachar.com/JK-
govt-diverted-1883-hectares-of-
forestland-in-Jammu-CAG-
mkwpOheaefg.html  
(Date accessed 23.10.2012) 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 

 
 
 

LAW AND 
JUSTICE 

 
Who will Guard 
the Guardians? 
(Md Nizammudin, Postnoon, 25 
October, 2012) 
 
The article highlights that “law 
keepers violating the rights of 
people have seen a dramatic 
increase this year.”  
 
Of the 2500 cases pending with 
the AP State Human Rights 
Commission (HRC), complaints 
against police and governmental 
agencies constitute a high 
percentage.  
 
According to the HRC, there was 
a rise of 300 percent in cases 
involving the police in 2012. The 
most common complaints are 
illegal detention and third-degree 
methods used by police officials.  
 
The HRC says that often “the 
police do not record detention 
which directly violates the rights 
of citizens.” The article points out 
that such high number of 
complaints is an indicator of the 
“unresponsiveness of the law and 
justice system.” 
 
http://postnoon.com/2012/10/25/
who-will-guard-the-guardians-
2/82749 
(last accessed on 26.10.2012). 
(Anjora) 
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DEFENCE 
 
Beyond Treaties: 
Immediate Steps 
Needed To 
Reduce Nuclear 
Danger 
(James M. Acton, Carnegie 
Endowment for International 
Peace, October  2012) 
 
While political parties in the USA 
seem divided on their nuclear 
weapons policy, there now exists 
an arms control impasse between 
the USA and Russia.  
 
The Obama administration 
supports the goal of a new treaty 
to facilitate deep cuts, while Mitt 
Romney has been very critical of 
the New Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty (New START) 
that Obama signed in April 2010.  
 
This clearly shows the skepticism 
of the Republicans toward 
Obama’s goals of building a 
world without nuclear weapons. 
The article suggests various short-
term concrete and practical 
measures which could help reduce 
the risk of nuclear war between 
the two countries and build 
confidence. According to this 
article, the “opacity of Russian 
procurement is a perennial 
problem for U.S. defense 
planners, and they would certainly 
welcome greater transparency.” 
The author writes that the only 
way out for confidence-building 
is through reinvigorating a 
process of mutual security 
between the United States and 
Russia. 
http://www.carnegieendowment
.org/files/beyond_treaties.pdf 
(Date Accessed on: 25.10.2012)  
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
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GENDER 
 

Muslim Women 
Campaign 
Against 
Unilateral Talaq 
(Ronaq Zahoor, Kashmir 
Observer, 25 October, 2012) 
  
The Bharatiya Muslim Mahila 
Andholan (BMMA), a Muslim 
women’s advocacy group, has 
started a campaign against 
unilateral, triple and oral Talaq as 
is practiced among Muslims in 
India as means of terminating 
marriage. Although, the All India 
Muslim Personal Law Board 
(AILBMP) scholars assert that 
this practice of Talaq is a part of 
the Shariah, there exists a huge 
gap between Quranic ideals and 
what they actually preach.  
 
AILBMP is the single largest 
Islamic body in India which 
decides on marriage and divorce 
issues and was formed in the year 
1973. According to the National 
Commission for Women (NCW) 
this practice has been banned in 
most of the Muslim nations, and 
its persistence in our country 
needs to be reviewed in the light 
of the double disadvantage that is 
suffered by the women of a 
minority community. 
http://kashmirobserver.in/news/op
inion/campaign-against-unilateral-
talaq 
(Last accessed: 25.10.2012) 
(Hansa Kaul)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL 
JUSTICE 
 
Enslavement of 
Bonded 
Labourers Still A 
Reality in India 
(Bindu Shajan Perappadan, The 
Hindu, 18 October , 2012) 
 
The article cites the story of Jasbir 
Kaur and her son, of Punjab’s 
Gandav village, to show how the 
practice of employing agricultural 
labourers and their families 
against a loan is illegal, yet 
accepted.  
 
Most often, these bonded 
labourers are paid no or very little 
money. They are so poor that they 
cannot pay back the landowners.  
 
Four years ago, Jasbir’s husband 
had to sell himself and his wife as 
bonded labourers for a loan of 
Rs.45, 000.  
 
Despite the bonded labour they 
have done all these years, she now 
has to repay the debt with interest, 
even after her husband’s death,. 
 
A report released by the National 
Human Rights Commission last 
year points out that Haryana, 
Punjab and Uttar Pradesh 
continue to have the largest 
population of bonded labour.  
 
Manoj Verghese of International 
Justice Mission says, “Lack of 
awareness and education among 
bonded labour ensures that the 
schemes aimed specifically at 
their rescue and rehabilitation is 
not yielding results.”  He along 
with Adivasi Solidarity Council 
and others will soon launch a 
national advocacy campaign 
against bonded labour. 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/n
ational/no-hope-of-a-life-of-
dignity-for-these-bonded-
labourers/article4010252.ece 
(Date Accessed: 24.10.2012) 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 

The Plight of the 
Sahariya Tribe 
(Harsh Mander,Hindustan 
Times, October 14th 2012) 
 
The Sahariyas tribe of the Baran 
district in eastern Rajasthan, 
which is the poorest tribe in the 
state, has been battling extreme 
poverty and endemic starvation 
for decades. Most of the Sahariyas 
who suffer from such acute 
poverty have no BPL cards and so 
far were restricted from buying 
grains at cheaper rates. What is 
even more distressing is the 
inability of the various 
government schemes to 
significantly improve their 
condition.  
 
But a scheme that has helped 
stave off hunger in the community 
is the revitalisation of the Public 
Distribution System. It provides 
them 35 kg wheat every month. 
 
As MGNREGA has failed to offer 
more than 10-25 days of work a 
year to the Sahariyas, the 
mounting debt bondage makes it 
impossible for them to break free 
from the clutches of the landlords.  
 
Poor health is another serious 
issue. Government schools and 
the heath centres like ICDS 
function in an abysmal state. The 
younger students, in step towards 
breaking away from these 
bondages, have enrolled in private 
schools despite of high fees. This 
is the only ray of hope for the 
tribe. 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/N
ews-Feed/HarshMander/One-step-
at-a-time/Article1-944581.aspx 
(Date accessed: 23.10.12) 
(Simi Sunny) 
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DISABLED 

 
Neglect of the 
Disabled 
(Neha Bhatt, Outlook, 29October 
2012) 
 
A recent HRD Ministry survey 
has revealed that the percentage 
of disabled students in 
government-run schools dropped 
to 0.26% in 2010-11 from 0.75% 
in the previous year.  
 
 
The data has reiterated the fact 
that India has ignored people with 
disabilities in every aspect of 
nation-building.  
 
Although a new bill on disabilities 
has finally been formulated by the 
Ministry of Social Justice, it has 
taken too long for the government 
to respond.  
 
Firstly, India lacks a standardized 
sign language. Even the 
infrastructure in public areas like 
the Railway stations, Bus Rapid 
Transit Service is not barrier free 
for easy access by the disabled.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Several basic amenities like 
audio-enabled traffic signals, 
pavements with ramps, disability-
friendly toilets are missing in the 
country. It is not surprising that 
only 0.5 percent of the 3 percent 

reservation for disabled in 
government posts has been 
utilized. 
http://www.outlookindia.com/arti
cle.aspx?282663 
(Date accessed: 23.10.12) 
(Simi Sunny) 
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INDIA IN THE 
WORLD 

 
The Orphans Of 
The Sino- Indian 
War: 50 Years 
Later, What Next 
For The 
Tibetans? 
(Nilanjana Bhowmick, Time, 19 
October, 2012) 
 
The article highlights the 
condition of the Dalai Lama and 
his followers, who have no 
political rights in India, and live 
with a stay permit despite the fact 
that India does not “officially 
recognize refugees.”  
 
Tracing the history of Sino-Indian 
relations, and in the context of 
their increasing strategic and 
economic relationship, the article 
argues that the issue of Tibet is 
still a sore spot in India-China 
bilateral relations.  
 
According to Beijing, “the Dalai 
is a terrorist with a separatist 
agenda.” According to observers, 
China fears that India could 
leverage the 100,000 Tibetan 
exiles in its territory to fuel 
tension in Tibet.  
 
Others however argue that India 
may not be able to leverage this 
issue in a fragile geo-political 
neighbourhood. Finally, while 
both countries “grudgingly 
maintain the status quo”, the Tibet 
issue remains unresolved. 
http://world.time.com/2012/10/19
/the-orphans-of-the-sino-indian-
war-50-years-later-what-next-for-
the-tibetans/ 
(last accessed on 22.10.2012). 
(Pushparaj. V. Deshpande) 
 
 
 

India, China and 
USA  
(Kanwal Sibal, The Week, 13 
October , 2012) 
 
While India’s economic ties with 
China have increased, the political 
and security differences still have 
not decreased.  
 
China’s economic and military 
power is increasing and its 
international stature has increased 
due to its strategic relationship 
with the US. China is 
consolidating its position in our 
neighbourhood ( in Nepal, Sri 
Lanka, the Maldives along with 
Bangladesh and Myanmar), 
expanding its naval power in the 
Indian Ocean, giving nuclear 
technology to Pakistan, 
questioning our sovereignty in 
Jammu and Kashmir and laying 
claims to large parts of our 
territory.   
 
The writer feels that it is only 
India and the US that can check 
China’s ambitions. And since the 
US has realised that it cannot do it 
alone, India can either handle 
China on its own or cooperate 
with the US and become an 
objective partner of the US to 
maintain a stable power balance 
in Asia. 
http://week.manoramaonline.com/
cgi-
bin/MMOnline.dll/portal/ep/theW
eekContent.do?contentId=126207
37&programId=1073755753&tab
Id=13&BV_ID=@@@&category
Id=-187081 
(Date Accessed: 23.10.2012) 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS 
 
China Fires Back 
At US 
Presidential 
Candidates 
(AFP, Beijing, Deccan 
Chronicle, 23 October, 2012)  
 
After both the US presidential 
candidates declared to get hard 
with China during their 
Presidential debate, China has hit 
back and urged both candidates 
to “refrain from inflaming 
tensions with China.”  
 
A spokesperson for the Chinese 
foreign ministry has stated that 
better US-Chinese relations 
would benefit both countries and 
the US should "view China's 
development in an objective and 
rational light and should do more 
for China-US mutual trust and 
cooperation,"  
http://www.deccanchronicle.com/
channels/world/asia/china-fires-
back-us-presidential-candidates-
663 
(Date accessed 16.10.2012) 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
 
 

SOUTH ASIA 
 
Thar Coal Most 
Feasible Fuel For 
Power Plants 
(Ramzan Chandio, The Nation, 
25 October, 2012) 
 
The report elaborates on the plans 
of the Sindh Government 
(Pakistan)) which has urged the 
Asian Development Bank to 
finance the conversion of the 
existing oil-based power plants to 
coal-based plants based on Thar 
coal. While highlighting the 
potential of Thar coal for power 
generation, the Chief Minister 
commented that  Thar coal was 
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the most feasible fuel “for the 
power plants which are being 
converted to coal and also for new 
coal based power plants at 
Jamshoro and elsewhere.” While 
appreciating the engagement of 
Asian Development Bank in 
financing the conversion of 
GENCO’s oil-based power plants 
to coal , the Chief Minister 
however also stated that it would 
be a disappointment if, despite the 
availability of resources 
homeland, new power plants are 
based on imported coal. This 
would drain foreign exchange and 
the price of coal would be subject 
to international market 
fluctuation.  Both the ADB and 
Sindh government pledged to 
work together on future progress.  
 
http://www.nation.com.pk/pakista
n-news-newspaper-daily-english-
online/karachi/25-Oct-2012/thar-
coal-most-feasible-fuel-for-
power-plants 
(Date	  accessed	  on:	  25.10.2012)	  
(Ranjana	  Adhikari)	  
 
AFRICA 
 
Mali - the next 
Afghanistan? 
(Graham Usher, Al-Ahram, 18 - 
24 October 2012, Issue No. 1119) 
 
The UN Security Council 
approved a resolution that granted 
West African nations 45 days to 
come up with a feasible plan to 
free Northern Mali from Islamist 
rebels.  
 
There is a fear that northern Mali 
is becoming an ‘ungoverned 
space’ and can pose a problem to 
Western Europe. West African 
regional body (ECOWAS) and 
the Government of Mali have so 
far not been able to agree on a 
common strategy. France has 
drafted the resolution since Mali 
is of top priority in terms of 
security due to its historical ties 
and proximity to France.  
 
Tuareg nationalist rebels seized 
the confusion that ensued when 
Mali split into northern and 

southern Mali to overrun the 
northern two thirds of the country, 
long regarded as a Tuareg 
homeland.  
 
Islamist extremists backed the 
revolt initially and then later 
vanquished the Tuaregs mostly to 
neighbouring countries and took 
control.  
 
The extremist rule in the north 
(under Sharia law) has severely 
restricted civil and political rights 
and cruel inhuman practices are 
being followed like execution, 
stoning, forced marriages, abuse 
of children etc. In addition, there 
is lack of employment and 
extreme poverty which is making 
it easier to trap people into armed 
extremist groups. Syria shows the 
price of doing nothing; 
Afghanistan has paid the price of 
intervention. The question for 
Mali is not which option is better 
but which is worse. 
http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2012/
1119/re5.htm 
(Date accessed: 26.10.2012) 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 
 
AMERICAS 
 
Can Americans  
Trust US Voting 
Machines ? 
(David S. Levine, Slate) 
 
A Congressional report claimed 
that using Chinese 
telecommunications companies’ 
goods and services in the United 
States could threaten national 
security as they were not 
transparent about their links to the 
Chinese Government.  
 
One could level a similar criticism 
regarding the lack of transparency 
from U.S. companies providing 
another critical infrastructure: 
voting machinery. The excessive 
protection of the trade secrets that 
allow the machines to tabulate 
votes means that business 
interests are being prioritized over 
citizens’ interests. Trade secret 

law effectively means that 
independent researchers who want 
to test voting machines and assure 
that they are operating properly 
cannot do so without the 
permission of the vendor—or risk 
being found to have 
misappropriated the trade secrets 
themselves. The questions raised 
are about how the public can 
verify that the elections held have 
been fair without resorting to 
paper verification? Also can we 
trust the private vendors when 
they assure us that the votes will 
be assigned to the right candidate 
and won’t be double-counted or 
simply disappear, and that the 
machines can’t be hacked? 
http://www.slate.com/articles/tech
nology/future_tense/2012/10/trade
_secret_law_makes_it_impossible
_to_independently_verify_that_vo
ting.html 
(Date accessed: 25.10.2012) 
(B. Varun Kumar Reddy) 
 
 

Regulating Oil 
Companies 
(Jeff Colgan, Woodrow Wilson 
Centre for Scholars, 15 October, 
2012) 
 
This article argues in favour of the 
U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission’s (SEC) 22 August 
decision to enact regulations 
requiring oil companies to report 
the tax, royalty and other 
payments paid to foreign 
governments where they currently 
operate. This ruling is significant 
because earlier companies 
engaged in corrupt practices that 
benefited authoritarian leaders, 
like in Angola and Nigeria. It 
would also indirectly help in 
curbing human rights abuses and 
stymied development, attributed 
to oil companies in recent times 
(following on the US Supreme 
Court case where Royal Dutch 
Shell was accused of complicity 
in numerous murders and human 
rights abuses). The article further 
argues that this could help in the 
effective management of oil 
money which is often channeled 
into civil and interstate conflicts 
like in Libya. Given the recent 
discoveries of oil reserves in 
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Liberia, Mali, Sierra Leone, and 
Uganda (all of which are currently 
embroiled in various forms of 
conflict), this SEC ruling could 
significantly aid in reducing 
“petro-fueled” conflict. 
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/artic
le/regulating-the-resource-curse 
(last accessed on 19.10.2012) 
(Pushparaj. V. Deshpande) 
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BOOKS 
 
The Endless 
Crisis 
How Monopoly-Finance Capital 
Produces Stagnation and 
Upheaval from the USA to China 
by John Bellamy Foster and 
Robert W. McChesney 

 
 

The book traces the origins of the 
20009 crisis -- termed as the 
“Great Stagnation” by Foster and 
McChesney -- and lays out its 
implication for current times.  
 
The authors point out that 
capitalist economies dominated 
by multi-national corporations 
(MNCs) and financial 
corporations has led to 
“stagnation with occasional 
escapes”, instead of “growth with 
occasional recessions”; the 
conventional stance that is usually 
adopted towards the capitalist 
economies of today.  
 
According to the authors, when a 
handful of large firms dominate 
one or several industries, it leads 
to over abundance of capital in 
these sectors and diminishes 
investment avenues - thus 
resulting in economic stagnation.  
 
In the absence of “powerful 
stimuli to investment such as 
historic innovations like the 
automobile or major government 
spending”, modern capitalist 
economies have increasingly 
relied on the financial sector to 

realize profits. However this 
alternative has only proven to be a 
temporary respite for investors 
from stagnation, as the financial 
sector is characterized by 
instability. Inquiries of the book 
can therefore be taken up as an 
“incentive to action.” 
http://monthlyreview.org/press/bo
oks/cl3133/ 
(Date accessed on 22.10.12) 
(Karishma) 
 
Who Stole The 
American 
Dream? 
 Hedrick Smith 
(Dan Froomkin, Huffington 
Post, 22nd October 2012) 
 
The book titled ‘The U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce and Wal 
Mart’ examines the American 
economic experience for the last 
four decades. The author Hedrick 
Smith describes America’s long, 
relentless decline of the middle 
class, which he says, is “a decline 
that was not by accident but by 
design.”  
 
Smith writes, corporate America 
threw off any sense of restraint or 
social obligation and instead 
unstintingly leveraged its money 
and political power to pursue its 
own interests.  
 
Starting in the early 1970s, every 
major economic trend has 
benefited only the richest while 
the poor became more 
impoverished.   
 
Worst hit was the housing sector 
as the banks "seduced millions of 
middle-class families into 
draining the precious equity that 
they had painstakingly built up in 
their homes.”  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/d
an-froomkin/american-dream-
hedrick-smith_b_2000552.html 
(Date accessed: 24.10.2012) 
(Simi Sunny) 
	  
	  

Rhetoric Of The 
Other 
Muslims in Indian Cities: 
Trajectories of Marginalisation, 
Edited by, Christophe Jaffrelot 
& Laurent Gayer, Harper 
Collins, 2012 
 (Kunal Majumder, 
Tehelka.com, From Tehelka 
Magazine, Vol 9, Issue 43, Dated 
27 Oct 2012) 
 
The book studies the conditions of 
Muslims in urban India and traces 
the understanding of the 
marginalisation of Muslims in a 
country where they constitute the 
largest minority population of 
about 14%, or approximately 170 
million.  
 
However,, their socio-economic 
status is the lowest in the national-
economic graph. The two French 
researchers have taken accounts 
from Mumbai, Delhi, Bhopal, 
Lucknow, Aligarh, Hyderabad, 
Cuttack, Kozhikode and 
Bengaluru, dissecting the reasons 
behind such marginalisation.  
 
In this book, they contend that 
since the early 20th century, the 
old composite culture has taken a 
hit with the “redrawing of 
communal and national 
boundaries.”  
 
The book takes subjective and 
empirical approaches towards the 
understanding of ghettoisation. 
While some chapters note how 
Muslim groups use ghettoes to 
further private agendas, others fail 
to follow through. Also, there is 
no mention of any Eastern city in 
the narrative apart from Cuttack, 
something the reviewer feels 
could have been addressed along 
with inclusion of Muslim opinion 
on the ‘cause’ of the riots. 
http://www.tehelka.com/story_ma
in54.asp?filename=hub271012RH
ETORIC.asp 
(Date accessed on: 25.10.2012) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 


