
 “Jobs are centre stage across 
the globe — in developed and 
developing countries alike”, says 
the just-released 2013 World 
Development Report (WDR) of 
the World Bank. The Report 
indicates an important shift in the 
focus of global development 
policy. The new emphasis is on 
the creation of good quality jobs. 
 
SELECTED EXCERPTS OF THE 
REPORT ARE PRESENTED 
BELOW. 
 
The Current Scenario 
 
The Report says, “Worldwide, 

200 million people, a 
disproportionate share of them 
youth, are unemployed and 
actively looking for work. An 
estimated 620 million youth, the 
majority of them women, are 
neither working nor looking for 
work.” 
 
The Report says that around 600 
million new jobs will have to be 
created over a 15-year period 
just to keep employment rates 
constant. 
 
More than 3 billion people are 
working worldwide (some half of 
humanity), but almost half of 
them are farmers or self-

employed (1.5 billion).  
 
Most of the poor work long 
hours but simply cannot make 
ends meet. The violation of 
basic rights at work is not 
uncommon. 
 
A majority of jobs in developing 
countries remain in very small 
firms and farms, often of low 
productivity and modest potential 
for growth.  
 
Their success matters not only for 
their impact on livelihoods – 
successful microenterprises can 
break cycles of privilege in 
countries where large firms are 
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born large not because they have 
grown large in a competitive 
market but due to privileged 
connections and state support. 
 
Jobs as “drivers of 
Development”  
 
The World Development Report 
2013 looks at jobs as drivers of 
development—not as derived 
labor demand—and considers all 
types of jobs—not just formal 
wage employment. 
 
The WDR says that it is not the 
number of jobs alone that is 
important. The quality of jobs 
matter. It says, “Jobs are thus 
what we earn, what we do, and 
even who we are.” 
 
Going beyond merely economic 
benefits, the Report sees the social 
and individual value of jobs. 
 
The WDR says, “Some types of 
jobs do more for development 
than others. Individuals value 
jobs for the earnings and 
benefits they provide, along 
with their contributions to self-
esteem and happiness.  
 
But some jobs have broader 
impacts on society. Jobs for 
women can change the way 
households invest in the 
education and health of 
children.  
 
Jobs in cities support greater 
specialization and the exchange of 
ideas, making other jobs more 
productive.  
 
And in turbulent environments, 
jobs for young men can 
contribute to peace. 
 
Often individual and social 
perspectives on jobs coincide, but 
not always. Individuals may 
covet jobs with high pay and 
benefits, but they may be less 
valuable to society if they are 
supported through government 
transfers or restrictive 
regulations, undermining the 
earnings or job opportunities of 
others.  
 
 

Because of gaps like these, jobs 
that look equivalent to an 
individual may have different 
impacts on society. 
 
“Good” jobs for development 
are those with the highest value 
for society, taking into account 
the value they have to the 
people who hold them, but also 
the potential spillovers on 
others—positive or negative. 
Jobs that reduce poverty, 
connect the economy to global 
markets, or foster trust and 
civic engagement can do more 
for development than others. 
 
Jobs—even informal jobs—can 
be transformational along three 
dimensions Living standards: 
Poverty falls as people work their 
way out of hardship, especially in 
count tries where the scope for 
redistribution is limited. 
Productivity: Efficiency 
increases, as workers get better at 
what they do, as more productive 
jobs appear, and less productive 
ones disappear. Social cohesion: 
Societies flourish as jobs bring 
together people from different 
ethnic and social backgrounds and 
create a sense of opportunity.  
 
Conversely, some forms of work 
are unequivocally bad. 
Activities that exploit workers, 
or threaten their physical and 
mental well-being, are bad for 
individuals and societies alike.  
 
An estimated 21 million people 
globally are victims of slavery, 
forced prostitution and other 
forms of involuntary work; 115 
million children between the ages 
of 5 and 17 are involved in 
hazardous work.  
 
Jobs challenges vary across 
countries 
 
The WDR says, “The jobs with 
the highest development 
payoffs are not the same 
everywhere. The private sector 
is the source of nearly 90 
percent of jobs in the world. 
This is not to say that public 
sector jobs do not matter, whether 
it is teachers building skills, 
agricultural extension agents 

improving farm yields, or urban 
planners designing functional 
cities. But countries that relied 
systematically on public sector 
employment have generally 
faced serious difficulties, from 
queuing for jobs by educated 
youth to insufficient dynamism 
in state-owned enterprises. 
 
The role of government is to 
ensure that the conditions are in 
place for strong private-sector- 
led growth, to understand why 
there are not more good jobs for 
development in a particular 
country, and to remove or 
mitigate the constraints that 
prevent the creation of more of 
these jobs.  
 
Policies should remove or offset 
the market imperfections and 
institutional failures that prevent 
the private sector from creating 
more good jobs for development. 
In addition to national policies, 
there is a global agenda for jobs.  
 
Compliance with rights and 
standards remains partial, and 
international pressure only goes 
so far. But corporate social 
responsibility can have an 
impact when it also builds the 
management capacity of local 
firms. The liberalization of 
trade in services has been slow, 
making developing countries 
miss out on opportunities to 
connect to world markets. But 
international collaboration can 
help design adequate domestic 
regulatory reforms 
 
Setting policy priorities for jobs 
also requires understanding 
which jobs have the greatest 
pay-offs for development, which 
economic units create more 
jobs, or how the composition of 
employment affects trust and 
willingness to participate in 
society. International 
collaboration to generate and 
disseminate reliable data on all 
jobs—salaried or not—and all 
economic units—formal or 
informal—is needed to move jobs 
center stage. 
 
The conventional wisdom is not 
always right, says WDR Here are 
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some examples. 
.  
“Growth strategies or jobs 
strategies? The conventional 

wisdom is to focus on growth as a 
precondition for continued 
increases in living standards and 
strengthened social cohesion. But 
lags and gaps are not uncommon. 
For instance, the impact of 
growth on poverty reduction 
varies considerably across 

countries. When potentially 
important spillovers from jobs 
are not realized, a jobs strategy 
may be warranted. 
 
Can policies contribute to social 
cohesion? The conventional 
wisdom is that a lack of jobs is 
detrimental to social cohesion, yet 
other than ensuring full 
employment, there is little that 
governments can or should do.  
 
But measures to support 
inclusion, extend access to voice 
and rights, and improve 
transparency and 
accountability in the labor 
market can contribute to social 
cohesion. 
 
Α targeted investment climate? 
The conventional wisdom is that a 
level playing field is preferable 
because governments do not have 
enough information to pick 
winners and interest groups can 
capture targeting. However, 
targeting may not necessarily be 
aimed at industrial sectors. For 
example, supporting job 
creation in sectors with high 
rates of female employment 
may have high development 
payoffs depending on the 
context. 
 
Competing for jobs? The 
conventional wisdom is that, in 
the medium- to long-term, the 
level of employment is roughly 
determined by the size of the 
labor force, not by policies 
abroad. But jobs with high 
development payoffs may 
migrate. Whether this happens 
depends on the type of policy. 
Improving compliance with 
rights or poverty reduction 
should benefit everybody, but 
industrial policy may not. 
 
Protecting workers or protecting 
jobs? The conventional wisdom is 
that policies that protect people 
are preferable, because they 
support the process of creative 
destruction. However, there are 
times when many jobs are lost 
or threatened at once and few 
are created. There are also 
viable jobs whose 
disappearance may affect entire 

regions. Protecting jobs may be 
justifiable in those cases—if 
credible sunset clauses are in 

place. 
 
How to accelerate the 
reallocation of workers? The 
conventional wisdom is to focus 
policy on removing the labor 
market rigidities that keep 
workers in firms or areas with low 
productivity. But when reforms 
are not politically feasible, 
policies that actively take 

What is NOT a Job? 
“While views about what a 
job means vary, a broad 
consensus exists on the types 
of activities that should never 
be considered a job. 
International norms define 
basic human rights as the 
boundaries of what is 
unacceptable. …While 
international agreements help 
define what forms of work are 
unacceptable, in practice 
many people work in 
activities that violate their 
rights. Some 21 million 
people are estimated to be 
subject to forced labor, and 
around 1 million to 
trafficking. In many cases, 
forced labor is inflicted 
upon minorities or groups 
that are discriminated 
against, such as migrants, 
women, and indigenous 
people. Migrant workers in 
sweatshops in Latin 
America, child soldiers in 
conflict-afflicted areas of 
Africa, people trafficked for 
sexual exploitation in 
Europe and Asia, and 
temporary migrant workers 
under sponsorship contracts 
in the Middle East are the 
subjects of the most 
conspicuous forms of forced 
labor and trafficking in the 
world. Child labor provides 
another striking example 
(box 1.6). ..The ILO 
estimates that 115 million 
children worldwide were 
involved in hazardous work 
in 2008.” These illegal tasks 
are not jobs for the purposes 
of this discussion! 
	  

What is a Job? 
“According to the 
International Conference of 
Labour Statisticians (ICLS), 
which sets standard 
definitions for official use 
across countries, a job is “a 
set of tasks and duties 
performed, or meant to be 
performed, by one person, 
including for an employer or 
in self-employment.”  
 
Under this definition, a job is 
not the same as 
employment. The existence 
of job vacancies and people 
with more than one job 
means that the number of 
jobs is greater than the 
number of people employed. 
The existence of 
unemployment means that 
people do not find the jobs 
they want.  
 
The term “Jobs” refera to 
tasks, while terms such as 
“the wage employed, 
farmers, and the self-
employed” refer to the 
people who do them.” 
“Jobs are activities that 
generate actual income, 
monetary or in kind, and do 
not violate fundamental 
rights and principles at 
work. … Jobs include labor 
activities that generate 
income for the household, 
even if no income measure 
can be attributed to a person’s 
specific labor, as in the case 
of household enterprises and 
farming. 
By this definition, jobs are 
much broader than just 
working in an office or a 
factory, with an employer 
and a regular paycheck.” 
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advantage of productivity 
spillovers from jobs in 
industrial clusters, dynamic 
cities, or global value chains can 
make the regulations less 
binding.  
To read more: 
http://econ.worldbank.org/externa
l/default/main?contentMDK=230
44836&theSitePK=8258025&piP
K=8258412&pagePK=8258258 

 
WDR Data 
Shows Dismal 
Plight of Indian 
Working Class 
 
The statistical tables in the World 
Development Indicators make 
sorry reading for India. In every 
measure, India is in the worst 
position of all large countries. The 
Indian working class is not 
shining. 
 
Annual Minimum Wages in 2010 
(calculated in 2005 US Dollars): 
India amongst the lowest in the 
world 
 

India $264 
Bangladesh $252 
Brazil $3000 
China $1728 
Congo DR $696 
Italy $18,768 
Kenya $1068 
Nepal $660 
Norway $45,504 
Pakistan $480 
South Africa $5556 
Sudan $984 
UK $16,188 
USA $13,488 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Wage Inequality (90%/10% 
Ratio): India amongst highest in 
the world 
 

India 11 
France 4.9 
Germany 6.3 
China 4.0 
Pakistan 6.4 
Indonesia 8.6 
Tanzania 13.3 
Vietnam 8.7 
Ghana 9.1 
US 9.1 

 
Value-Addition Per Worker per 
annum (2005 US Dollars): India 
amongst lowest in the world 
 

India 3318 
China 6145 
Pakistan 2627 
Switzerland 129,181 
UK 77,322 
USA 105,365 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
%of Work Force “Satisfied with 
Life” as per survey (2010): 
India amongst lowest in the 
world 
 

India 39% 
China 74.9% 
Iraq 31% 
Germany 78% 
USA 87.8% 
UK 91.8% 
Vietnam 82.2% 

 
Gender Gap (Women’s wage as 
a proportion of men’s wage): 
India has amongst the highest 
gender gaps: 
 

India 0.73 
Ghana 0.91 
USA 0.85 
Ireland 1.03 
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Neither 
Vegetarianism 
nor Dieting: It is 
Malnutrition and 
Poverty in 
Gujarat, Mr. 
Modi 
(Indira Hirway, The Hindu) 
 
The writer analyses Chief 
Minister Narendra Modi’s remark 
that high malnutrition persists in 
his State because Gujaratis are 
mostly vegetarian or are on 
slimming diets The article shows 
that low wage rates, poorly 
functioning public schemes and 
patchy access to water and 
sanitation are the real 
explanation for Gujarat’s 
persistent malnutrition. Though 
the workforce participation rate in 
Gujarat is slightly higher 
compared to other states, about 
89 per cent of men workers and 
98 per cent of women workers 
in the State are informal 
workers earning low wages, 
having poor working conditions 
and low social protection. As 
per the latest NSSO statistics, 
the daily wage rates of casual 
workers in rural areas in 
Gujarat are lower than the 
corresponding rates in 
India, with the result that most 
workers do not have the 
purchasing power to buy 
adequate nutritious food. 
Several studies show that the 
PDS, Mid-day meal and ICDS 
are not working well in the 
state. Gujarat also lags behind 
many states in providing 
potable water and safe 
sanitation.  The incidence of 
diseases too is really high in the 
state. Through various 
examples and statistics, she 
argues that the growth process 
in Gujarat has paid limited 
attention to the well-being of the 
masses. 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion
/op-ed/not-vegetarianism-or-
dieting-mr-
modi/article3939379.ece 
(Date accessed: 30.09.2012) 

Malnutrition & 
Tuberculosis 
Rampant among 
Silicosis Workers 
in Gujarat 
(Counterview, 27 September, 
2012) 
 
A recent study, “Co-morbidities 
among silicotics at Shakarpur: A 
follow up Study” attributes 
silicosis as the reason for high 
morbidity and mortality among 
agate stone workers in Shakarpur 
village, Gujarat, where 
unorganized labourers have been 
making ornaments and other 
decorative and showcase items 
from agate and other stones since 
several decades. Besides silicosis, 
the study has documented 
important co-morbid conditions 
like TB and under nutrition, 
which weaken the health of agate 
workers and potentially lead to a 
large proportion of fatalities 
within less than 3 years from the 
date of diagnosis. According to 
the study, male workers have a 
significantly lower nutritional 
status than the female workers 
despite similar mean and median 
duration of exposure. The reason 
could lie in “other co-morbidities 
such as COPD from chronic 
smoking”, which may be higher 
in men than that in women.  
http://counterview.org/2012/09/27
/malnourishment-tuberculosis-
rampant-among-silicosis-workers-
at-shakarpur-study/   
(Last accessed on 3 October 
2012 at 5:18PM) 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
 
 

Widespread 
Discrimination 
Against Muslims 
in Gujarat  
(New Delhi, Hindustan Times, 1st 
October 2012) 
 
As per two India reports by the 
US-India Policy Institute, there is 
a steady decline in key human 
development indicators of 
Muslims. Post-Sachar scrutiny 
suggests “the government’s 
minority welfare agenda could be 
floundering due to inadequate 
outreach and exclusion, the very 
drawbacks it aims to plug”.  
 
The institute’s Gujarat paper, 
titled Relative Development of 
Gujarat and Socio-Religious 
Differentials, says “the state had 
high levels of hunger, while 
simultaneously boasting high 
per capita income. It also is 
among the lowest beneficiaries 
from a national rural jobs 
programme”.  
http://www.hindustantimes.com/I
ndia-news/NewDelhi/Indian-
Muslims-don-t-fare-well-at-all-
says-US-report/Article1-
938101.aspx	  
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Buoyant Mood 
(Sharmista Chaudhury, The 
Week, 30 September 2012) 
 
Together with US Federal 
Reserve’s quantitative easing and 
European Central Bank (ECB)’s 
decision to buy bonds, the 
Government has brought about a 
wave of positivity into the Indian 
markets. Along with the Fed’s and 
ECB’s actions, Indian 
Government’s move towards hike 
in diesel price, cap on subsidized 
LPG and introduction of FDI in 
multi-brand retail, civil aviation and 
power trading exchanges  is 
expected to increase liquidity in the 
Indian markets. The Sensex and 
Nifty hit a high on September 17. 
One cannot be sure whether the 
markets will sustain the high, the 
biggest concern being political 
decision making. Inflation and 
fiscal deficit also need to be tackled 
to maintain growth. Despite this, 
positive mood is evident in the 
market and it is felt that improved 
liquidity will hold the markets even 
if the government backtracks on 
reforms. 

	  
http://week.manoramaonline.com/c
gi-
in/MMOnline.dll/portal/ep/theWeek
Content.do?contentId=12483997&p
rogramId=1073755753&tabId=13&
BV_ID=@@@&categoryId=-
185921 
(Date accessed: 02.10.2012) 
	  

ADB Cuts Asia 
Growth Estimates 
for 2013 
(Dubai Chronicle, 3 October 2012) 
 
The Asian Development Bank on 
3rd October reduced its estimates 
forecast for 2012 -13 for Asia due 
to collapse in global demand. This 
will have an adverse impact on 
several countries in Asia especially 
India and China and economic 
growth is projected to suffer. 
However, the ADB is confident that 
China will escape economic 
catastrophe. “The most 
economically open countries in the 
Asian area are also the ones who are 
most likely to be affected by these 
events”. After several years of rapid 
economic growth in Asia, it is 
expected to slow down to 6.1% in 
2012 and 6.7% in the next year. 
http://www.dubaichronicle.com/201
2/10/03/asia-growth-estimates/ 
(Last accessed on 3 October 2012 
at 6:05PM) 
 
Central Institute 
to help Gujarat 
Promote Seaweed 
Cultivation along 
its Coastline 
(The Hindu Business Line, 1st 
October 2012) 
 
The State-run Gujarat Livelihood 
Promotion Company (GLPC) has 
joined hands with Central Salt 
Marine & Chemical Research 
Institute (CSMCRI) to encourage 
seaweed cultivation along the state 
coast, which can be a source of 
livelihood for the local residents. 
Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research and CSMCRI has 
introduced the seaweed 
'Kappahycus Alvarezii’ in India. It 
finds application in several 
industries such as pet food, 
breweries, fertilizer, etc. In the first 
year it is expected to generate 
livelihood for 2,500 lower income 
group families, either by forming 
Self Help Groups or on producers’ 
group model and this would be 

expanded to 10,000 families over 
the next three years. This red 
seaweed is already cultivated along 
the Tamil Nadu coast, and locals 
there are earning Rs 6,000 to 12,000 
per month. The seaweed cultivation 
is done extensively in countries 
such as Philippines and Indonesia, 
and there is a scope for similar 
large-scale cultivation in India. 
http://www.samachar.com/Gujarat-
to-promote-seaweed-cultivation-
along-its-coastline-
mkbnMkabddg.html?source=recom
mended_news_top  
(Date Accessed 1.10.2012) 

 
FDI will Boost 
Khadi Sales: 
KVIC 
(The Hindu, 1st October 2012) 
 
According to Khadi Village 
Industries Commission (KVIC) 
President Devendra Desai, the 
Government’s FDI policy will help 
increase sale of khadi products in 
the country and abroad as healthy 
competition would be created in the 
country with the implementation of 
FDI policy, which will also help to 
strengthen the country’s economic 
system and will lead to increase in 
khadi sales. Presently, khadi exports 
are around Rs 70 crore and KVIC 
hopes that it would reach around Rs 
200 crore as they are organizing 
exhibition-cum-sales in foreign 
countries, and have got a successful 
response in France and Brazil. 
KVIC has also tied up with leading 
designer institutes like ITI, NID and 
NIFT. 
 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.co
m/news/article3955152.ece  
(Date Accessed 1.10.2012) 
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GOVERNANCE 
AND POLITICS 

Rahul Gandhi in 
J&K: Connecting 
Kashmiri Youth 
to the 
Development 
Process 

 
 
Reaching out to the people of 
Kashmir in his recent visit to the 
state, Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi conveyed his vision for J 
& K. “First (goal) is to establish 
a relation with you and 
understand your pain deeply.... 
Second goal is to connect 
Kashmiri youth with the 
development process," Gandhi 
said, adding that the nation is 
growing rapidly in various sectors 
such as education, health, 
infrastructure and electricity and 
the same should happen in 
Kashmir. 

 
As part of his visit the AICC 
General Secretary presided at the 
foundation laying ceremony of 
the Z-Morh tunnel near Sonamarg 
which is part of the process of 
making Ladakh accessible 
throughout the year. He 
emphasised that Congress will do 
everything possible to reduce the 
problems of the people especially 
in remote belts like Ladakh and 
that the "project is a step towards 
connecting the areas". 
In his visit he has also brought on 
board leading entrepreneurs such 
as Ratan Tata, Azim Premji, 
Deepak Parekh for his interaction 

with the students of Kashmir 
University. This initiative focuses 
on employment and prosperity for 
Jammu and Kashmir, and for J&K 
and the rest of India to have 
economic stakes in each other. 
The interaction will help forge 
business links and allay 
misunderstanding on both sides. 
Some 3000 students interacted 
enthusiastically with Mr. Gandhi 
in the programme. 
http://www.indianexpress.com/ne
ws/i-want-to-understand-your-
pain-rahul-gandhi-to-
kashmiris/1011924/  
 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/st
ates/other-states/rahul-seeks-to-
keep-his-promise-to-
kashmir/article3962499.ece 
 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.c
om/news/politics/nation/rahul-
gandhi-omar-abdullah-convey-
that-they-share-a-dream-for-
jammu-and-
kashmir/articleshow/16674603.c
ms 
 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com
/india/Rahul-Gandhi-in-JK-I-
want-to-understand-your-
pain/articleshow/16671199.cms 

 
 
The Trouble with 
Political 
Financing in 
India 
(Soutik Basu, BBC) 
 
The recent audit by election 
watchdog Association For 
Democratic Reforms (ADR) 
showed how financing of political 
parties in India continues to be 
opaque despite the fact that 
political parties are forced to 
declare their income. Apart from 
CPI (M) none of the top five 
parties had more than 20% of 
their earnings on average from 
officially declared donations - 
those above 20,000 rupees. The 
founder of the organization said, 
“The suspicion is that people 
indulging in wrongful businesses 

and tax evaders are the ones who 
donate the most to political 
parties. It brings to the fore the 
biggest farce that our democracy 
is plagued with which is the 
opaque functioning of political 
parties with no space for 
engagement with citizens.” The 
data emphasizes the need for 
urgent reforms in India’s political 
financing. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world
-asia-india-19697776 
(Date accessed: 3.10.12) 
 

Reaction to 
Nuclear Energy 
Protests  
 
(Praful Bidwai, Kashmir Times) 
 
India’s civil nuclear policy has to 
be questioned in the light of the 
global decline in nuclear power 
generation. This question 
becomes highly pertinent in the 
case of the Koodankulam nuclear 
reactors being built in Tamil 
Nadu, which has been strongly 
opposed by civil society members 
and organizations. The brutal 
physical repression of activists 
and the suppression of relevant 
information have raised a larger 
issue of how these technologies 
and all development projects need 
to be promoted democratically, 
with the consent of the people 
living in their vicinity and with 
due regard to civil liberties. 
 
The government also needs to 
look at alternatives which are 
more people friendly and take cue 
from current trends like the rise of 
global investment in clean, 
renewable sources of energy like 
wind, solar etc. 
http://www.kashmirtimes.com/ne
wsdet.aspx?q=5566 
(Last accessed: 2-10-2012 at 
10.05 am) 
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GOVERNMENT	  
	  
Information 
Commissions: SC 
Stirs up a 
Hornet’s Nest 
(Ashish Tripathi, Deccan 
Herald, 30 September 2012) 
 
The Supreme Court’s verdict 
making changes in eligibility 
criteria for the appointment of the 
chief information commissioners 
and information commissioners is 
being seen as another instance of 
judicial overreach. According to 
this ruling of the apex court, only 
a serving or former chief justice 
of a high court and a Supreme 
Court judge would be eligible for 
the post of chief information 
commissioner at the central and 
state level. While those writing 
the judgment have claimed it to be 
an attempt to give the RTI Act 
‘more meaningful and purposive 
interpretation” for others it seems 
more like a complete takeover of 
the RTI system in the country by 
the judiciary.” 
 
http://www.deccanherald.com/con
tent/281953/sc-stirs-up-hornets-
nest.html  
(Last accessed: 2-9-2012 at 5:30 
pm) 
 
 

RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
 
Karnataka: 
MGNREGA 
Fraud 
(Anil Budur Lulla, Open, 02-08 
October 2012) 
 
 The article discusses 
misappropriation of MNREGA 
funds with special reference to 
Karnataka. Karnataka Chief 
Minister Jagadish Shettar (of the 
BJP) last week agreed that there is 
substance in allegations of a Rs 
600 crore fraud. Earlier this year, 

around one million bogus job 
cards were detected in Karnataka. 
The fraud seems well organised 
since legislators and their family 
members have also been enrolled 
as workers under 
MNREGA. Meanwhile the state 
government made attempts to 
write off the sum as 
‘administrative expenses’ and 
close the issue. But Union Rural 
Development Minister Jairam 
Ramesh has declared that no 
further money would be sent 
unless the issue is resolved to 
everyone’s satisfaction. Though it 
is said that the scheme has led to 
shortage of agricultural laborers 
due to reduction in seasonal 
migration, the writer feels that the 
bigger problem is money being 
misappropriated. 

 
 
http://www.openthemagazine.com
/article/nation/employment-
guarantee-fraud	  
(Date accessed: 02.10.2012) 

 
Maharashtra: 
Water Not 
Reaching 
Farmers 
(Yogesh Pawar, Daily News & 
Analysis, 28 September, 2012) 
 
With over 1, 821 large dams, 
Maharashtra comprises of 35.7 
percent of large dams in the 
country. Despite this, the irrigated 
area in the state is only 17.8% (the 
national average is 44.6%). Of the 
27, 600 villages in the state, 
nearly 70% have inadequate 
access to water. The article 
highlights that the State 

Government’s amendments to the 
MWRRA Act (2005) removed the 
clause for equitable water 
distribution, and led to the 
diversion of most water to thermal 
power plants. Further, the EIA 
notification (2006) exempted 
dams supplying water to 
industrial areas and SEZs from 
environmental clearances.  
 
http://www.dnaindia.com/analysis
/column_dam-rashtra-and-drama-
rashtra_1746204 
(Date accessed on 28.09.2012).  
 

    EDUCATION 
 
California Takes 
a Big Step 
Forward: Free, 
Digital, Open-
Source Textbooks 
 
(Megan Garber, The Atlantic) 

 
                                             
California is moving forward on a 
proposal to create a website that 
will allow students to download 
digital versions of popular 
textbooks for free. The main idea 
here, politically and socially, is to 
lighten the burden -- a little bit -- 
for students who have been hit 
with tuition increases at 
California's public schools in 
recent years. "Many students are 
paying more than $1,000 every 
year on their textbooks, 
sometimes having to choose 
between buying the books they 
need or paying for food and other 
living expenses," said Senate 
President Pro Tem Darrell 
Steinberg. With increasing 
penetration of internet and digital 
devices, such a policy initiative 
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would be very helpful for Indian 
students as well. 
 
http://www.theatlantic.com/techn
ology/archive/2012/09/california-
takes-a-big-step-forward-free-
digital-open-source-
textbooks/263047/ 
(Date accessed: 01.10.2012) 
	  

HEALTH 
	  

Much Easier to 
Swallow 
(Hindustan Times, 1st October 
2012) 
 
In a “pro-aam admi” move, a 
ministerial panel has asked the 
health ministry to fast track a law 
that will make it mandatory for 
doctors to prescribe generic 
medicines.  
 
Such a law is expected to reduce 
the average price of the medicines 
by around 11%. Reduction on 
some medicines from large 
companies, domestic and foreign, 
could be as high as up to 75%. 
This would be very significant in 
rural health care as a recent study 
by World Bank shows that 30% 
of the people fall below the 
poverty line as a result of a single 
hospitalization and the 
expenditure on drugs is the 
second most common reason for 
rural indebtedness.  
 
The government needs to 
intervene for the survival of 
public health care in India. 
 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/e
ditorial-views-on/Edits/Much-
easier-to-swallow/Article1-
938523.aspx 
(Date accessed: 3.10.2012) 
 

 
 
 
 

Strengthen 
Health Insurance 
System 
(The Hindu, 29th September 
2012) 
 
 Insurance Regulatory and 
Development Authority Chairman 
J. Hari Narayan says that State 
Governments should include 
those who are not part of the 
target group of health insurance 
schemes, collecting premium 
from them. It will work out 
cheaper for those individuals. 
Though health insurance is now 
more widely accepted and has 
been growing in the last five to 
six years, it should penetrate the 
market further as a majority of 
spending on health is met out of 
an individual’s pocket. The health 
insurance sector grew by 33 per 
cent in the first half of the current 
financial year. Last year, it grew 
by 23 per cent. 
 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.
com/industry-and-
economy/banking/article3948989.
ece  
(Date accessed 30.09.2102) 
	  
	  

URBAN 
	  

The World is 
Urban: Are We 
Ready for It? 
 
City Mayors, the widely read Web 
Site http://www.citymayors.com 
on urban affairs, reported that in 
2008 the world reached an 
invisible but momentous 
milestone: For the first time in 
history, more than half its human 
population, 3.3 billion people, 
lived in urban areas.  
 
By 2030, this is expected to swell 
to more than five billion. Many of 
the new urbanites will be poor. 
Their future, the future of cities 
in developing countries, the 
future of humanity itself, all 

depend very much on decisions 
made now in preparation for 
this growth.  
 
In its 2011 report on Global 
Urbanization, the UN wrote that 
between 2011 and 2050, the 
world population was expected 
to increase by 2.3 billion, 
passing from 7.0 billion to 9.3 
billion. At the same time, the 
population living in urban areas 
is projected to gain 2.6 billion, 
passing from 3.6 billion in 2011 
to 6.3 billion 2050. Thus, the 
urban areas of the world are 
expected to absorb all the 
population growth expected over 
the next four decades while at the 
same time drawing in some of the 
rural population. Most of the 
population growth expected in 
urban areas will be concentrated 
in the cities and towns of the less 
developed regions. Asia, in 
particular, is projected to see its 
urban population increase by 1.4 
billion, Africa by 0.9 billion, and 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
by 0.2 billion. David 
Satterthwaite from the 
International Institute for 
Environment and Development 
(iied) already said in 2007 that 
population growth was 
becoming largely an urban 
phenomenon concentrated in 
the developing world.   
 
Urbanization has already 
surpassed the 90-per-cent mark, 
not only in city states like 
Singapore and Kuwait, but also 
in Belgium, Venezuela, 
Uruguay, Argentina, Israel and 
the UK.  
 
In the US, where for the past 
100 years the majority of people 
have been living in cities; more 
than 82 per cent of the total 
population now resides in 
urban areas.  
 
Other countries where the urban 
population stands at above 80 per 
cent include Australia, Chile, 
Brazil, Sweden and South Korea. 
 
The urban population of China 
accounts for close to 45 per cent 
of the country’s total number of 
people, while in India the 
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corresponding figure is just 
over 30 per cent. With only 
eleven per cent of its citizens 
living in towns, Burundi is the 
least urbanized country in the 
world. 
 
Between now and 2030, the 
percentage of people living in 
urban areas will increase strongly 
in countries like Morocco, from 
57 to 73 per cent; Indonesia, from 
54 to 69 per cent; Nigeria, from 
50 to 66 per cent; Bosnia, from 49 
to 62 per cent; China, from 45 to 
60 per cent; Sierra Leone, from 
38 to 60 per cent; Pakistan from 
37 to 50 per cent; Vietnam, from 
29 to 42 per cent; Bangladesh, 
from 28 to 40 per cent and India, 
from 30 to 41 per cent. 
 
Countries where more than 100 
million people already live in 
urban areas include China (601 
million), India (352 million), the 
USA (254 million), Brazil (169 
million), Indonesia (129 million) 
and Russia (103 million). 
 
The Challenges of 
Urbanization 
May be Even 
Greater in Small 
Towns  
(Jayati Ghosh, The Guardian, 2 
October 2012) 
 
While there is increasing focus on 
the requirements and 
vulnerabilities of megacities, the 
concerns of small settlements are 
largely neglected. These newer 
and smaller urban centres face 
similar problems of congestion, 
chaos, pollution and social 
tension, but unlike the megacities, 
they entirely lack an institutional 
framework to cope with them. 
These small towns have been 
growing mostly unmonitored and 
with little provision for even 
essential services like all-weather 
roads, piped water and – above all 
– sanitation and waste disposal. 
The rapid emergence of these 
settlements is one of the biggest 
challenges facing urban planning 
in developing countries like India. 

	  
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global
-development/poverty-
matters/2012/oct/02/challenges-
urbanisation-greater-small-towns 
(Last accessed: 3-10-2012 at 
11:30 pm) 
	  

ENERGY 
 
Google’s New 
Wind Power Deal 
Shows Real 
Corporate 
Leadership 
(David Pomerantz, Greenpeace, 
26 September, 2012) 
 
As technology companies today 
contribute to part of the 
environmental problem, Google 
has turned towards more 
renewable sources of energy for 
its data centers. Google, which 
uses a local electricity mix of over 
50% coal power, has announced 
that it is purchasing 48 megawatts 
of clean, renewable wind power 
for its data centre in Oklahoma, 
USA which is responsible for 
bringing to us Gmail, Docs, and 
Google search results. Greenpeace 
points out that the energy demand 
of our Internet use does have real-
world impacts but if other 
companies emulate Google’s 
leadership our economies can 
move towards a “true clean 
energy future”. 
 
http://www.greenpeace.org/intern
ational/en/news/Blogs/makingwa
ves/googles-new-wind-power-
deal-shows-real-
corpor/blog/42294/ 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

ENVIRONMENT 
 
Leopard 
Poaching on the 
Rise, Group 
Warns 
 (Bettina Wassener, New York 
Times Blog on India, 28 
September 2012) 
 
According to a study 
“Illuminating the Blind Spot: A 
study on illegal trade in Leopard 
parts in India” by TRAFFIC, an 
organization that monitors  trade 
in endangered wildlife around the 
globe, at least four leopards are 
poached and their body parts 
entered into illegal wildlife trade 
every week for the last 10 years in 
India. This means that more than 
2000 leopards have been poached 
in one decade. Conservationists 
say that “concerted national 
action” is needed to protect the 
“near threatened” leopards; threat 
to whom has “fallen into our 
collective blind spot”.     
                                                                                          	  
http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/20
12/09/28/leopard-poaching-on-
the-rise/	   
(Last accessed on 3 October 
2012 at 5:18PM) 

 
Conservationists 
to Highlight  
Successes with 
Species ‘Green 
List’ 
(Daniel Cressey, Nature Blog, 28 
September 2012) 
 
Endangered animals have for 
decades been classified in a Red 
List as threatened species that 
require conservation and 
protection. Recently, however, at 
the World Conservation Congress 
that was held in early September, 
it was agreed by the International 
Union for the Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) that a new list 
known as the ‘Green List’ of fully 
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conserved species would be 
established. There are species in 
the Red List which are marked as 
being of ‘least concern’ at present, 
thus the new list will enhance the 
identification process. The IUCN 
World Commission on Protected 
Areas (WCPA) has already been 
working on a Green List of well 
managed protected areas and it is 
envisioned that entire ecosystems 
will be ranked into Red and Green 
Lists in the near future. 
 
http://blogs.nature.com/news/201
2/09/conservationists-to-
highlight-successes-with-species-
green-list.html/ 
(Last accessed on 2 October 
2012 at 11:45PM) 
 

Satellite 
Technology to 
Help Fight Illegal 
Mining in Goa 
(News Track India, 3rd October 
2012) 
 
Satellite devices will now help 
the Goa government to combat 
and curb illegal mining in the 
state. In an effort to curb illegal 
transportation of iron ore in 
Goa, authorities have now 
begun tagging river barges with 
a satellite device to keep a tab 
on iron ore ferried from loading 
points in the mining belt to 
ports. This way the movement 
of barges and also the load 
being carried by them can be 
monitored. The motorized 
barges plying on the Mondovi 
and the Zuari rivers, whose 
tributaries veer deep into the 
mining belt, carry iron ore from 
the mining belt in the eastern 
hinterland to the ports; from 
where the ore is transferred to 
large transhipers. The Goa 
government has especially 
increased its vigil on mining as 
well as transportation in the 
state after the Justice M.B. 
Shah Commission report 
pointed out that nearly all 
mining companies are 
involved in illegal mining in 
Goa. According to the Goa 
Barge Owners Association 

(GBOA), 298 boats are 
registered with it and all of them 
are involved in transportation of 
ore. The state government has 
imposed a temporary freeze on 
the production of more barges 
because of increasing marine 
traffic. 
 
http://newstrackindia.com/newsde
tails/2012/10/03/83--Satellite-to-
help-fight-illegal-mining-in-Goa-
.html  
(Date accessed 3.10.2012) 
 

State Wildlife 
Crime Control 
Bureau To Be 
Formed: Gogoi 
(PTI Guwahati, Seven Sisters 
Post, 30th September 2012) 

 Reacting to the recent rhino 
killings in Kaziranga, the Assam 
Chief Minister has announced 
setting up of a state Wildlife 
Crime Control Bureau to deal 
with poaching and smuggling of 
animal products. The government 
plans to involve local 
communities and NGO’s in the 
area of Kaziranga and Manas and 
form Animal Defence Parties, on 
the lines of Village Defence 
Committees. He said “the state 
government would soon bring out 
a white paper on wildlife and 
forest conservation giving details 
of the work carried out by his 
government and previous regimes, 
which will prove the charges 
made by opposition parties, are 
false.”  

http://sevensisterspost.com/state-
wildlife-crime-control-bureau-to-
be-formed-gogoi/ 
(Date accessed on 3.10.2012) 

 
 
 
 
 

India’s Forgotten 
Agro-Biodiversity 
(Dr GV Ramanjaneyulu and 
Veena V Rao, Post Noon, 2 
October 2012) 
 

 
 
A recent study conducted by the 
Centre for Sustainable Agriculture 
titled “Modern Agriculture and 
Erosion of Agro-biodiversity” 
analyses how agro-biodiversity 
was eroded in the name of 
modernizing agriculture in India. 
It draws experiences primarily 
from two case studies of paddy 
and cotton. The study aims to 
“come up with a larger framework 
for people and government to 
adopt and move forward making 
agriculture sound ecologically and 
economically sustainable.” It is 
divided into two parts; the first 
reviews the history of agriculture 
in India during the Green 
Revolution and after.  It criticizes 
the Green Revolution for playing 
havoc with the environment and 
livelihoods of the farmers. The 
second part deals with how 
modern agriculture technology led 
India towards greater risk of long 
term food shortage. 
http://postnoon.com/2012/10/02/c
ountrys-forgotten-agro-
biodiversity/77329  
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Hyderabad Hosts 
World 
Conference on 
Convention on 
Biodiversity 
(CBD) 
 
The 11th Conference of Parties to 
the United Nations Convention on 
Biological Diversity is being held 
in Hyderabad from 1-19 October, 
2012.  
 
The Conference of the Parties is 
the governing body of the 
Convention, and advances 
implementation of the Convention  
through the decisions it takes at 
its periodic meetings.  
 
Matters to be discussed at the 
Hyderabad Conference include 
issues of such vital importance as 
Access to Genetic Resources and 
the Fair and Equitable Sharing of 
Benefits arising from their 
Utilization; Progress on 
Biodiversity Targets; Financial 
resources and financial 
mechanism for implementing the 
CBD; Business and biodiversity; 
Engagement of stakeholders, 
major groups and local authorities 
in the implementation of CBD; 
island biodiversity; Ecosystem 
restoration; Biodiversity and 
climate change; Biodiversity of 
dry and sub-humid lands; Forest 
biodiversity, Inland waters 
biodiversity, Protected areas, 
Agricultural biodiversity, 
Sustainable use of biodiversity, 
Global Strategy for Plant 
Conservation, Biofuels and 
biodiversity,  Invasive alien 
species and the Global Taxonomy 
Initiative. 
 
India has identified five main 
issues for discussion at the 
Conference: Biodiversity and 
Livelihoods; Integration of value 
of Biodiversity in national 
planning and accounting 
processes; strategic resource 
mobilization; coastal and marine 
Biodiversity; and 
operationalization of the Nagoya 
Protocol on access to Genetic 

Resources and the Fair and 
Equitable Sharing of Benefits 
arising from their Utilization 

 
Wonders of 
Waste Disposal in 
Kanpur 
(Isher Judge Ahluwalia, Indian 
Express) 
 
Kanpur Nagar Nigam (KNN) was 
disposing 1500 tonnes per day of 
solid waste generated in the city at 
a cost of Rs 42 crore annually. In 
June 2008, KNN gave a build, 
own, operate, transfer contract for 
processing and disposing of solid 
waste to A2Z Infrastructure. Land 
(46 acres) was given free on a 
long lease of 30 years for the 
project after competitive bidding. 
A plant to process 1500 tonnes 
per day capacity of solid waste 
was set up. Door-to-door 
collection of garbage is being 
done by Safai Mitras using 
protective gear. Monthly user 
charges at present earn Rs 0.75 
crore. Organic fertiliser produced 
from waste is sold and now 
15MW of electricity is also being 
produced. 130 former rag - 
pickers now earn a regular salary 
as Safai Mitras. After selling off 
recyclable material, less than 2 
per cent or so remains to be 
deposited in the landfill. The 
earlier garbage collection centres 
have now been converted into 
parks with the help of the local 
community. The waste disposal 
cost has come down to about half. 
 
http://www.indianexpress.com/ne
ws/wonders-of-waste-disposal-in-
kanpur/978894/0 
 
(Date accessed: 03.10.2012) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAW AND 
JUSTICE 

	  
Judicial Redress 
for Enforced 
Disappearances 
(Shivam Vij, Kafila, 1st October 
2012) 
 
In the last four years Pakistan 
government and the judiciary has 
taken a pro-active stance on 
human rights especially in the 
cases of enforced disappearances. 
In an important step it recently 
invited United Nations Working 
Group on Enforced or Involuntary 
Disappearances (UNWGEID) 
which has begun its 
investigations.  
 
In contrast Indian democracy has 
failed to make systems of justice 
that deliver. “The government and 
the judicial system have so far 
taken no concrete measures to 
address the problem of enforced 
disappearances or any other 
human rights violations. Not even 
one case of enforced 
disappearance has been redressed 
and also the government 
continues to deny conducting 
DNA tests of the thousands of 
unmarked graves and mass graves 
across Jammu and Kashmir.” 
 
http://kafila.org/2012/10/01/allow
-unwgeid-toprobe-
disappearances-in-jammu-and-
kashmir-apdp/ 
(Date accessed: 3.10.2012) 
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Washing Off This 
Stain Will Need 
More 
(Agrima Bhasin, The Hindu, 3 
October 2012) 
 
The author says that while the 
Prohibition of Employment as 
Manual Scavengers and their 
Rehabilitation Bill, 2012 is 
welcomed as a panacea for the 
caste-ordained practice of 
manually handling human waste, 
the bill lacks a detailed vision for 
liberating manual scavengers.  
 
The Employment of Manual 
Scavengers and Construction of 
Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act, 
1993 turned out to be ineffective 
as it was the states that had to 
formally adopt and enforce it, a 
process that has taken over two 
decades.  
 
The present bill is not under the 
State list, but the Concurrent list 
and can be appreciated for its 
broader definition of manual 
scavenger and its clauses on 
prohibition, penalty and 
rehabilitation. The writer then 
moves on to a detailed 
comparison of the bill with the 
2011 Draft.  
 
The 2011 draft proposes time 
bound universal rehabilitation, 
obliges previous employers to  
extend monthly pension, 
assistance in securing alternative 
employment, rehabilitation as 
cooks for Anganwadi and mid-
day meal schemes or as railway 
staff.  
 
She feels that, for the new bill to 
be effective, the government 
ought to look at provisions of the 
2011 Draft for the total liberation 
of manual scavengers in India. 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion
/lead/washing-off-this-stain-will-
need-more/article3958626.ece 
(Date accessed: 03.10.2012) 

 

COMMUNALISM 
 

Delhi Landlords 
will not Rent 
Homes to 
Muslims, Live-in 
Couples 
(Aditya Menon, India Today, 1 
October 2012) 
 
A recent survey conducted by the 
Centre for Civil Society reveals 
that a huge population of 
landlords in Delhi specifically 
states their unwillingness to rent 
accommodations to people from 
certain backgrounds.  
 
The most targeted communities in 
this regard are Muslims, live-in 
couples and people from Haryana. 
Around 88 percent of landlords 
said that they did not want 
unmarried couples as tenants as 
they would be a “bad influence on 
their children” and 56 percent 
were unwilling to house Muslims.  
 
Even brother-sister duos have to 
often provide relationship proof 
for tenancy. This trend brings to 
light the deep seated 
discriminatory practices that 
people in the capital city of the 
country prescribe to till this date. 
 
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/
delhi-landlords-will-not-rent-
homes-to-muslims-live-in-
couples/1/222929.html 
(Last accessed on 1 October 
2012 at 5:24PM) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	  

DISABLED 
 
Sign Language 
For Hearing 
Impaired on 
Board the 
Bengaluru Metro 
(Sridhar Vivan, The Bangalore 
Mirror) 
 
For the disabled, travel in the city 
translates to discrimination in 
motion. An exception would 
probably be the Bangalore Metro. 
To its array of disabled-friendly 
initiatives such as wheelchair-
accessible ramps and buses 
carefully chosen keeping the 
disabled in mind, the Metro is 
now adding another plume — 
employees fluent in sign language 
to help the hearing impaired. 
BMRCL has been holding 
training classes for a group of 
employees on sign language, who 
in turn will teach colleagues. “We 
are not only looking at efficient 
transportation, but also in making 
it comfortable and accessible to 
all sections of people,” Metro 
spokesperson B L Yashwant 
Chavan said. With around 18 
Metro projects coming up in 
India, accessibility to the disabled 
will become an important issue 
and all the transportation 
measures should be encouraged to 
take up such initiatives.	  

http://www.bangaloremirror.com/
article/10/2012100320121003062
052692c312e7fe/Sign-language-
to-get-hearing-impaired-on-board-
the-Metro.html 
 (Date accessed: 03.10.2012) 
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ELDERLY 
	  
Manipur 
Minister Assures 
Formal Policy To 
Protect Senior 
Citizens  
(UNI, Imphal, Seven Sisters 
Post, 1st October 2012) 
 
 On the occasion of International 
Day for older persons, the Social 
Welfare minister assured “senior 
citizens will be protected by 
implementing relevant acts 
seriously. Tribunals will be set up 
in all the districts and the 
concerned Deputy Commissioners 
will head the tribunals.”The 
Social Welfare official also 
informed that this year the theme 
of observation will be, 
‘Longevity: Shaping the Future’. 
According to the 2002 Second 
World Assembly on Ageing 
“there are around 600 million 
persons aged 60 years and over 
which will double by 2025 and 
will reach virtually two billion by 
2050. As most of the senior 
citizens are in the developing 
countries we need to initiate pro 
active measures to help them.” 
 
http://sevensisterspost.com/manip
ur-minister-assures-formal-policy-
to-protect-senior-citizens/ 
(Date accessed 3.10.12) 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 
 

SOCIAL 
JUSTICE 

	  
How Close to the 
Tree Does the 
Apple Fall? 
Some Evidence 
from India on 
Intergenerational 
Occupational 
Mobility 
(Sripad Motiram, Ashish Singh, 
Economic & Political Weekly) 
 
The study of occupational 
mobility can aid policymakers and 
planners since it can give insights 
into the constraints that limit the 
ability of individuals to move 
from low-skilled/low paying 
occupations to better occupations.  
 
This study finds substantial 
intergenerational persistence, 
particularly in the case of low-
skilled and low-paying 
occupations, e g, almost half the 
children of agricultural laborers 
end up becoming agricultural 
laborers. The study documented 
considerable (and higher) 
downward mobility among the 
SCs/STs which can be attributed 
to imperfections in financial 
markets and lack of 
wealth/collateral prevent the poor 
from moving to better occupation 
and also lack of education. The 
quality of public education in 
India is quite poor, particularly in 
rural areas, with rampant 
absenteeism of teachers. Overall, 
the results suggest considerable 
inequality of opportunity in 
India.  
 
http://www.epw.in/special-
articles/how-close-does-apple-
fall-tree.html 
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India in the 
World 

 
India Will be 
Patient in Dealing 
with 26/11 Case 
with Pakistan  
(The Nation, October 2, 2012) 
 
This report focuses on the 
Mumbai attack trial in Pakistan 
and the remarks of External 
Affairs Minister, SM Krishna on 
this issue.  
 
The article mentions him saying, 
that “In a difficult relationship 
like the one we have had with 
Pakistan, one should have lots of 
patience. India is known for its 
patience and perseverance. 
Patiently we will move in the 
direction in which we want.”  
 
During the crucial talks held 
between SM Krishna and Hina 
Rabbani Khar he had said that 
Pakistan has promised action 
against the perpetrators of the 
26/11 Mumbai attacks. India has 
stressed that it has given "more 
than adequate" evidence to 
Pakistan to enable it to bring the 
perpetrators of 26/11 attack to 
justice and has sought a speedy 
end to the trial 
 
http://www.nation.com.pk/pakista
n-news-newspaper-daily-english-
online/international/02-Oct-
2012/india-says-will-be-patient-
in-dealing-with-26-11-case-with-
pakistan 
(Date accessed: 03.10.2012) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

India-US to 
Advance 
Cooperation on 
Afghanistan 
(The Pioneer, Tuesday October 
3, 2012) 
 
 External Affairs Minister S.M. 
Krishna and Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton met on the 
sidelines of the UN General 
Assembly sessions and hoped to 
take forward their cooperation 
on Afghanistan following the 
first US-Afghanistan-India 
trilateral dialogue, officials said. 
The two reviewed last week's 
trilateral dialogue and discussed 
regional economic integration 
projects including the 
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-
Pakistan-India (TAPI) pipeline 
and the possibility of US 
permitting the export of shale gas 
in liquefied form to India. Krishna 
and Clinton “also discussed their 
joint efforts on energy, civil 
nuclear cooperation, visas, trade 
and bilateral investment, and 
expanding cooperation with 
India's neighbors and near-
neighbors,” according to State 
Department officials.  

http://www.dailypioneer.com/ho
me/online-channel/top-
story/98659-india-us-to-advance-
cooperation-on-afghanistan.html 
(Date accessed: 02.10.2012) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why is Tamil 
Nadu Against Sri 
Lanka? 
(M. Mayilvaganan, Institute for 
Defence Studies and Analyses, 1 
October 2012) 

The recent attacks on Sri Lankan 
tourists and pilgrims are 
symptomatic of a larger problem 
of political resentment that 
continues to exist in Tamil Nadu 
against Sri Lanka, having 
significant implications for 
bilateral as well centre-state 
relations. Even after 3 years of 
civil war in Sri Lanka, the 
government seems far from a 
meaningful political solution, 
based on devolution of powers 
under the 13th Amendment of the 
Sri Lankan Constitution. As a 
result the grievances of the Tamil 
community on the island such as 
resettlement and restitution of the 
displaced lands, remains a cause 
of concern as well as of anger for 
the Dravidian parties in the state. 

http://www.idsa.in/idsacomments/Wh
yisTamilNaduAgainstSriLanka_Mayi
lvaganan_011012 (Last accessed: 4-9-
2012 at 2:00 pm)  
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East Asia 
 

The Economics 
Behind the 
China-Japan 
Dispute 
(Yukon Huang, Carnegie 
Endowment for International 
Peace, September 24, 2012) 
 
The anti-Japan protests in China 
may have caused some 
interruption, but clearly both 
countries would stand to lose if 
the disputes led to a breakdown in 
relations that would interrupt 
production and trigger boycotts. 
The article explains the inevitable 
loss to economic relations 
between the two countries if these 
disputes are to continue. But if 
these “political grand-standings” 
are to prevail then the economic 
balance may shift. The article 
brings to our notice the 
complementary role the two 
countries play in the East-Asian 
production network, which has 
allowed them to thrive 
individually, and suggests that 
unless both sides agree to put the 
issue on the back burner, there 
could be far reaching negative 
consequences.	  

http://www.carnegieendowment.o
rg/2012/09/24/economics-behind-
china-japan-dispute/dxny 
	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Report: 
How Japan Inc 
Stole a March in 
Myanmar 
(Antoni Slodkowski, Reuters, 2 
October 2012) 

 
After 5 decades of languishing 
under the junta rule, an investor 
rush is on in Myanmar - Asia’s 
“second poorest country”. As 
Myanmar opens up its economy 
and looks to negate Chinese 
influence, Japan has taken 
enormous strides to officially re-
engage its ties with Myanmar, 
which incidentally shares its 
borders with India, China, 
Bangladesh & Thailand. Japan is 
set to provide nearly “$18 billion 
in aid, investment and debt 
forgiveness from government and 
private sources”, which will 
include developing a special 
economic zone (SEZ) at Thilawa, 
located strategically near both 
Myanmar's largest city and a port 
on the Indian Ocean. In addition, 
Japan will provide up to “$3.2 
billion in new lending to build 
another SEZ and deep-sea port in 
Dawei, in southern Myanmar, 
which would be developed into 
Southeast Asia's largest industrial 
complex”.  
 
http://www.reuters.com/article/20
12/10/02/us-japan-myanmar-
idUSBRE89117W20121002  
(Last accessed on 3 October 
2012 at 4:00PM) 

 
UN Chief Says 
Burma Strife 
Could Spread 
(AFP, The Australian 30th 
September 2012) 
 
Hostility between Buddhists and 
Rohingya Muslims in Rakhine 
that erupted in June following 
human rights violations by the 
Burmese forces resulted in 
demands by Muslim leaders at the 
UN General Assembly for action 
over the unrest, prompting Mr 
Ban-Ki-Moon to raise talks with 

Burma's President and the head of 
the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation. According to the 
Burmese government, the 
estimated 800,000 Rohingyas are 
illegal immigrants from 
Bangladesh. But Human Rights 
Watch maintains that Bangladesh 
has stopped Rohingyas from 
crossing the border. Ban Ki-moon 
discussed immediate and long-
term perspectives to promote 
intercommunal harmony and 
address the root causes and 
warned that Muslim-Buddhist 
unrest in Burma could hit the 
country's landmark reforms and 
spill across borders. 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au//
news/breaking-news/un-chief-
says-burma-strife-could-
spread/story-fn3dxix6-
1226484598979 
(Date accessed on 3.10.2012) 

 
Philippine 
Cybercrime Law 
Takes Effect Amid 
Protests 
(BBC, 3.10.2012) 
 
A new law, called the Cybercrime 
Prevention Act of 2012 has come 
into effect in Philippines. It is 
intended to prevent cybersex, 
online child pornography, identity 
theft and spamming and makes 
libel a cybercrime punishable by 
up to 12 years in jail. As per the 
new act, Government officials 
have the powers to search and 
seize data from people's online 
accounts , and if found guilty of 
libelous comments online, 
including comments made on 
social networks could be fined or 
jailed. However questions have 
been raised about the 
constitutionality of certain 
provisions of the act and have 
provoked protests by citizens and 
media groups.  

http://www.bbc.com/news/technol
ogy-19810474 
(Date accessed 3.10.2012) 
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This Won't Be 
the Last of Bo 
Xilai  
(Gordon Chang, The Atlantic)	  
	  
                                      

 
 
China's Communist Party 
has announced the expulsion and 
the trial on multiple charges of Bo 
Xilai, the former Party boss of 
China's largest city. The harsh 
treatment of Bo is bound to 
aggravate the troubles at the top 
of the Party. In the past, China 
had strongmen who could contain 
internal struggles and impose 
discipline. This is the first 
leadership transition that has not 
been masterminded by Deng 
Xiaoping, Mao Zedong's 
successor, and the lack of a 
commanding figure shows. As top 
civilians squabble, senior military 
officers are becoming even more 
powerful as a group and they are 
starting to act independently of 
civilians, making their own 
policies and openly criticizing 
Party leaders. Communist Party 
politics are going off the rails. 
This is a significant political 
development in China that will 
have wide foreign policy 
implications for India. 
 
http://www.theatlantic.com/intern
ational/archive/2012/09/this-
wont-be-the-last-of-bo-
xilai/263048/  
(Date accessed: 01.10.2012) 

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 

Middle-East 
	  
The Struggle for 
Security in 
Eastern Libya 
(Fredric Wehrey, Carnegie 
Endowment for International 
Peace, September, 2012) 
 
“Despite the successful 
parliamentary elections in early 
July, localized clashes over 
identity, power, and resources 
persist in Libya, straining the 
capacity of the weak government, 
deterring foreign investment, and 
possibly stunting the emergence 
of democratic institution. The 
most pressing of these conflicts is 
the growing insecurity in Libya’s 
eastern region of Barqa, where 
Benghazi is located is fuelled by 
longstanding neglect, Safai 
militancy, and fighting between 
ethnic Tabu and Arab tribes. 
Lacking an effective police and 
national army, the state is 
struggling for legitimacy and 
control of the east. It must act to 
restore the periphery’s confidence 
in the centre.” 

http://www.carnegieendowment.o
rg/2012/09/19/struggle-for-
security-in-eastern-libya/dvct 
(Date accessed: 03.10.2012) 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 
 
 
 

Oil: Power 
Struggle In the 
Iran- Kurdistan 
Region 
(Counter Currents, 2nd October 
2012) 
 
The urge to control oil reserves 
has led to a power struggle 
between the prominent players in 
Iraq and Kurdistan region. Top 
international oil companies have 
started operation in Iraq’s semi-
autonomous Kurdish region 
because of it being liberal and 
potentially more lucrative in 
comparison to the “standard flat-
fee production deals that Baghdad 
insists upon.” The situation is 
being seen as a threat by the Iraq 
government because it may 
encourage the Kurds’ long 
cherished ambition of an 
independent homeland with oil 
and gas as its economic base. 
Owing to this conflict, regional 
politics in the Middle East has 
become sensitive and top 
companies like Exxon Mobil may 
have to deal with strategic oil 
policy from these countries in the 
near future.  
	  
http://www.countercurrents.org/cc
021012D.htm 
(Date accessed: 3.10.12) 
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Interrogating the 
Liberal Case for 
a Strong State 
 
(Aresh Shirali, Open, 02-08 
October 2012) 
 

 
 
The writer reviews Gurcharan 
Das’s book India Grows At Night: 
A Liberal Case For A Strong 
State. Das feels that it’s about 
time India had a mass movement 
for a strong state that enforces the 
Rule of Law, is accountable to 
people, and therefore manages to 
crush corruption.  
 
He feels that since 1991, the 
country has done satisfactorily on 
cohesion and dynamism but is 
turning into a ‘flailing state’. He 
lays the blame on Centre’s ‘policy 
paralysis’, cases of corruption and 
India’s alleged weakness as a 
state.  
 
The reviewer feels that Das’s 
retelling of Indian history seems 
severely constrained by Anglo 
centric sources. The commentator 
is confounded by Das’s attitude 
towards caste as he opposes caste 
as a form of hierarchy yet views it 
as a ‘competitive advantage’.  
 
As was the case with his earlier 
book The Difficulty of Being 
Good, here also Das speaks of 
Dharma, which is “especially 
useful for public policy because 
it’s a pragmatic concept and does 
not seek moral perfection…”  
While talking of Dharma, the 
reviewer feels, Das forgets that 
India’s eventual emergence will 
have to be a function of 
rationality, not myths.  
 

The Politics of 
Coalitions 
 
(A.G. Noorani, Frontline, 
Volume 29 – Issue 20: 06-19 
October 2012) 
 
“The Politics of Coalition” by 
Robert Hazelle and Ben Yong 
gives a thorough and interesting 
account of the travails of Britain’s 
first coalition government for 
over 60 years. The authors of the 
book have interviewed more than 
140 persons including “Ministers, 
Members of Parliament, lords, 
civil servants, party officials and 
interest groups” to understand the 
coalition and its impact on 
Parliament and the civil service. 
This book is especially relevant in 
the Indian context to understand 
how coalition politics have 
worked in the country since 1967. 
Today, coalitions have become a 
political necessity in India and are 
here to stay. Aside from giving a 
detailed account of the British 
political system, an essay by 
Hazelle called “Lessons for the 
Future” provides four 
recommendations for the future of 
coalitions which are of particular 
importance to India. 
 
 
	  	  

 
 
http://www.frontlineonnet.com/st
ories/20121019292008100.htm 
(last accessed on 3 October 2012 
at 1:07AM) 

	  

Reservations for 
Women 
 
(Meenu Dhanda, Women 
Unlimited) 
	  

 
 
This book, edited by Meena 
Dhanda, is a collection of excerpts 
and essays on the need for 
affirmative action to increase the 
presence of women in Indian 
legislative assemblies and 
Parliament. The discussions place 
India within the larger global 
context and include political, 
historical and theoretical 
perspectives. The book includes 
personal experiences and case 
studies. The essays analyze 
women’s experience as policy-
makers in local government 
following the 73rd and 74th 
Amendments to the Indian 
Constitution and use it as an 
argument for extending legal 
measures to ensure the greater 
participation of women in the 
parliament. The compilation puts 
forward a variety of proposals 
from the reservation of seats in 
Parliament through quotas in 
party lists, to double-member 
constituencies.  
 
http://www.womenunlimited.net/c
atalogue/academic_6.htm 
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