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In a historic opinion delivered on 
September 27, 2012, the Supreme 
Court of India upheld the 
Government policy that auction is 
not the only method through 
which the Government may 
allocate natural resources. 
 
A five-judge bench of the Supreme 
Court headed by the Chief Justice of 
India delivered the opinion. The 
Bench is of special significance 
because all  but one of the judges on 
the bench are slated to be future 
chief justices of India over the next 
seven years, indicating the likely 
approach of the Court in the 
remaining years of this decade. 
 
The Court gave its opinion in 
response to a “Presidential 
reference” under Article 143 of the 

Constitution under which the 
President may refer to the Supreme 
Court for its opinion any question of 
law or fact which the President 
considers “of such a nature and of 
such public importance that it is 
expedient to obtain the opinion of 
the Supreme Court” upon it. 
 
The main set of questions that the 
President referred to the Supreme 
Court dealt with the issue whether 
the only permissible method for 
disposal  of  all  natural resources 
across all sectors and in all 
circumstances is by  the conduct of 
auctions.  These questions arose 
because of the February, 2012 
decision of the Supreme Court in 
the 2G case in which the Court held 
that natural resources may be 
allocated only through 
auction/competitive bidding. 

 
In its opinion the Court 
concluded that auctions are not 
the only  permissible  method  for  
disposal  of  all natural resources 
across all sectors and in all 
circumstances. The Court upheld 
the contention of the Government 
of India in this regard. 
 
The Court held that “market price, 
in economics, is an index of the 
value  that  a market prescribes to a 
good. However, this valuation is a 
function  of several dynamic 
variables; it is a science and not a 
law.  Auction  is  just one of the 
several price  discovery  
mechanisms.  Since  multiple 
variables are involved in such 
valuations, auction or any  other  
form of competitive bidding, cannot 
constitute even  an  economic  
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mandate,  much less a constitutional 
mandate. 
 
The Court said that “auction despite 
being  a  more  preferable  method  
of alienation/allotment of natural 
resources, cannot  be  held  to  be  a 
Constitutional requirement or 
limitation for alienation of all 
natural resources and therefore, 
every method other  than  auction  
cannot  be struck down as ultra-
vires the constitutional mandate.” 
The Court also held that “The 
methodology pertaining to  disposal  
of  natural resources is clearly an 
economic policy. It entails intricate 
economic  choices and the Court 
lacks the necessary expertise to 
make  them.  …..The Court cannot 
mandate one    method to be 
followed  in  all  facts  and  
circumstances.  Therefore, auction, 
an economic choice of disposal of 
natural resources, is not a 
Constitutional mandate.” 
 
The Court said that “Besides legal 
logic, mandatory auction may be 
contrary to economic logic as well.  
Different  resources  may  require  
different treatment. Very often,  
exploration  and  exploitation  
contracts  are bundled together due 
to  the  requirement  of  heavy  
capital  in  the discovery of natural 
resources. A concern would risk 
undertaking  such exploration 
and incur heavy costs only if it 
was  assured  utilization of the 
resource discovered; a prudent 
business venture, would not like 
to incur the high costs involved in 
exploration  activities  and  then 
compete for that resource in an 
open auction. The logic is similar  
to that applied in patents. Firms  are  
given  incentives  to  invest  in 
research and development with the 
promise of exclusive access  to  the 
market  for  the  sale  of  that  
invention.  Such  an   approach   is 
economically  and  legally  sound  
and  sometimes  necessary  to  
spur research  and  development.  
Similarly,   bundling   exploration   
and exploitation contracts may be 
necessary to spur growth in  a  
specific industry……Similar 
deviation from auction cannot be 

ruled out when the object  of a State 
policy is to promote domestic 
development of an industry..”. 
 
The Court did not answer the 
questions of the reference that have 
a direct bearing on the  mode  of  
alienation  of Spectrum  in light  of  
the  statement  by  the Attorney  
General that  the  Government  is   
not   questioning   the correctness of 
judgment in the 2G Case. 
 
In a concurring separate opinion, 
Justice J.S. Khehar touched on the 
ongoing controversy over the 
method of allocation of coal, 
saying, “one is  compelled  to  take  
judicial  notice  of  the  fact,  that 
allotment of natural resources is  
an  issue  of  extensive  debate  in  
the country, so much so, that the 
issue of  allocation  of  such  
resources  had recently resulted 
in a washout of two sessions of 
Parliament. “  Sketching a 
hypothetical fact scenario around 
the allocation of coal, Justice 
Khehar said,  “If before the holding 
the process of auction, for the  
award  of a power project (based on 
competitive bids for tariff), it is 
made known  to the contenders, that 
the successful bidder would be  
entitled  to  a  mining lease over an 
area containing coal, those 
competing for  the  power  project 
would necessarily incorporate the 
profit they were likely to make from  
such mining lease.  While 
projecting  the  tariff  at  which  
they  would  supply electricity, they 
would be in a position to offset such 
profits  from  their costs.  This 
would result in an opportunity  to  
the  contenders  to lower the tariff 
to a level lower than would have 
been possible without  the said 
lease.  In such a situation the  
gains  from  the  coal-mining  
lease, would be enmeshed in the 
competitive  bidding  for  tariff.   
Therefore,  it would not be just to 
assume in the instant sequence of 
facts, that the  coal lot has been 
granted free of cost.  One must read 
into  the  said  grant,  a reciprocal 
consideration to provide electricity 
at a lower tariff.   In  the instant 
factual scenario, the allotment of the 

mining lease would be  deemed to 
be aimed at “subserving the 
common good” in terms  of  Article  
39(b)  of the Constitution of India.  
Therefore even the allotment of  
such  a  mining lease, which 
appears to result in the allocation 
of a natural resource  free of  cost,  
may  well  satisfy  the  test  of  
fairness  and   reasonableness 
contemplated in Article 14 of the 
Constitution of India.   More so,   
because a fair playing field having 
been made available to all those  
competing  for the power project, 
by making them aware  of  the  
grant  of  a  coal-mining lease, well  
before  the  bidding  process.   The  
question  of  favouritism therefore 
would not arise.  Would such a 
grant of a natural  resource,  free of 
cost, be valid?  The answer to the 
query, in the instant fact  situation, 
may well be in the affirmative. 
 
Justice Khehar further said,  “The 
policy of allocation of natural 
resources for public good  can  be 
defined  by  the  legislature…. [or] 
by  the  executive. Justice Khehar 
also said, “no  part  of  the  natural 
resource can be dissipated as a 
matter  of  largess,  charity,  
donation  or endowment, for private 
exploitation.  Each bit of natural 
resource  expended must bring 
back a reciprocal consideration.  
The  consideration  may  be  in 
the nature of earning revenue or 
may be to “best subserve the 
common  good”. It may well be 
the amalgam of the two.  There 
cannot be  a  dissipation  of 
material resources free of cost or  
at  a  consideration  lower  than  
their actual worth.  One set of 
citizens cannot prosper at  the  
cost  of  another set of citizens, for 
that would not be fair or 
reasonable. 
 
The opinion includes important 
analysis  by the Court of the 
separation of powers and the scope 
of judicial review of legislation. 
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Economic 
prosperity fuelling 
food inflation: 
Raghuram Rajan 
(Samachar, 25th September 2012) 
Chief Economic Adviser Raghuram 
Rajan has attributed food inflation 
to economic prosperity. He said that 
food inflation is not fuelled by 
Government policies, as blamed, 
but is, rather, a result of increase in 
the purchasing power of people that 
has resulted in increased demand of 
higher-end food products like, milk, 
egg and meat rather than the old 
cereals. Food inflation has hovered 
above the 10 per cent mark for most 
part of the current fiscal year, 
declining to 9.14 per cent in August. 
Overall inflation stood at 7.55 per 
cent. The implication of this view is 
that increased production is going to 
play a major part in the fight against 
food inflation. 
http://www.samachar.com/Economi
c-prosperity-fuelling-food-inflation-
Raghuram-Rajan-mjzxS0ahjia.html 
(accessed on 26th September, 2012)  
 
FDI, Farmers and 
a Handful of Salt  
(Sreenivasan Jain, DNA, 
September 24, 2012) 
The article critically analyses and 
points to the lack of consistency 
between the policies of three anti-
FDI states and their stand on FDI, 
namely Madhya Pradesh, Orissa 
and Bihar. As these states were 
unable to generate adequate private 
sector interest in retail, they signed 
up with global consultancy Ernst & 
Young to “link farmers to the 
corporate value chain”. The anti-
FDI states point out that they are 
not against private Indian retailers 
like Reliance, only international 
ones. The article notes that the key 
issue is “to empower the farmers so 
that they can negotiate better terms, 
regardless of whether the buyer is 
Wal-Mart, Reliance or the mandis”.  
 
http://www.dnaindia.com/analysis/c
olumn_fdi-farmers-and-a-handful-
of-salt_1744415 (last accessed on 
26.09.2012, at 02:43 pm).  
 

Big Bailout 
Package for Power 
Sector 
(Deccan Herald, 24 September 
2012) 
“The Government has paved the 
way for a bailout to cash-strapped 
power distributors. The Cabinet on 
Economic Affairs approved a 
proposal for 50 per cent of the 
short-term outstanding liabilities to 
be taken over by state governments. 
It, however, made clear that this 
would be accompanied by “concrete 
and measurable” action by the states 
to improve the operational 
performance of the distribution 
utilities. The move is expected to 
help the public sector as most state-
owned distribution companies are 
running into huge losses and are 
being blamed for triggering 
probably the worst blackout in 
history a few months back. These 
losses are said to have accumulated 
due to lack of periodic tariff 
revisions and free power schemes. 
Experts said that this will address 
the problem related to energy sector 
in the short and medium term but 
unless there is some proper reform 
in the power sector, the piecemeal 
dole outs will not work.” 

 
http://www.deccanherald.com/conte
nt/280824/big-bailout-package-
power-sector.html (last accessed on 
25-09-12 at 10:05 am) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Indian Power 
Sector Bailout Is A 
Good First Step 
says Reuters 
(Reuters, Andy Mukherjee, 
September 25, 2012) 
 
In the context of the bailout of the 
power sector, this Reuters article 
discusses much needed reforms 
required in the Indian power sector. 
Calling the bailout by the 
Government a first good step, the 
article mentions the need to adopt a 
strategy to ensure that distributors 
do not accumulate new debts. To 
reduce the influence of politicians 
who are interested in keeping low 
tariffs, the article suggests that 
distributors’ pricing should be 
benchmarked based on the cost of 
producing, transmitting and 
generating energy. It also proposes 
to include electricity subsidies in 
the state’s annual budget, besides 
reviving the 2003 fiscal 
management law to limit fiscal 
spending. 
 
http://in.reuters.com/in.reuters.com/
article/2012/09/25/breakingviews-
india-power-
idINDEE88O04B20120925?type=e
conomicNews (Last accessed on 26-
09-12 at 10:37 pm) 
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India may Move 
WTO against US 
Visa Fee Hike by 
Oct End  
(PTI, Deccan herald, 21 
September 2012) 

 
 

 
 
To fund its cost under the Border 
Security Act and the Emergency 
Security Supplemental 
Appropriations Act 2010, US Visa 
fees had been hiked; by this the fees 
for H-1B increased to USD 2,000 
per visa application and L1 by USD 
2,700 per visa application. 
 
India has been protesting against the 
measure at various forums and is 
likely to formally file a complaint 
and seek consultations under WTO 
by October end. US is the largest 
market for the Indian software 
exports and by the US visa fee hike 
top Indian companies like TCS, 
Infosys, Wipro and Mahindra 
Satyam have been affected. 
 
http://www.deccanherald.com
/content/280525/india-may-
move-wto-against.html 
(last accessed on 25-9-12 at 6 pm) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

South Africa 
Looking at in 
Mining 
Investment in 
Odisha 
(Bhubaneswar, Pragativadi,26th 

September 2012) 
 
South Africa has identified Odisha 
as a strategic destination for 
investment in the mining sector, 
and is likely to send a trade 
delegation to explore business 
opportunities in the mining state. 
The South African, High 
Commissioner to India said 
“Odisha is a mining state and 
South Africa is a mining country. 
We have a lot of similarities. 
Therefore, Odisha is strategically 
important” after meeting geo-
scientists, mine owners and 
experts to study mining potential. 
He also extended an invitation to 
the state CM and the Oriya  
business fraternity to visit South 
Africa and expressed keen interest 
to develop business ties with 
Odisha 
http://www.pragativadi.com/ 
(last accessed on 26th September 
2012 at 11.50 am) 
 
 In West Bengal, 
Cashless 
Microfinance 
Opens Doors For 
Women 
(Sonia Faliero, The New York 
Times Blog on India, September 
25, 2012) 
 
In the context of the debt crisis 
faced by the microfinance industry 
in India, the article discusses 
initiatives taken by Bardhan, a 
micro-finance institution, that are 
designed to help the hard core poor 
without forcing them into a debt-
trap. Inspired by BRAC, a 
community development group in 
Bangladesh, Bardhan’s program is 
not for profit and offers “cash-free” 
grants to selected participants in 
poor villages for 24 months. 

Besides empowering the borrower 
with opportunities to begin a 
sustainable trade, the program also 
requires the borrower to change 
habits that may harm his/her gain 
from the microloans. According to a 
study by MIT economist Abhijeet 
Banarjee and his team on Bardhan’s 
programs, there exist “very strong 
positive results” and “beneficiaries 
were substantially better off in 
terms of how much they ate, 
measures of depression, schooling 
for children and other indicators”. 
http://india.blogs.nytimes.com
/2012/09/25/in-west-bengal-a-
cash-free-microfinance-
program-opens-doors-for-
women/ (Last accessed on 26-
09-12 at 16:20 pm) 
 
Central Banks 
Rule  
(Martin Walker, UPI, 17 
September 2012) 
The writer draws a parallel between 
the initiatives taken by the European 
Central Bank and the Federal 
Reserve in the United States which, 
according to him, exemplifies the 
reality that when politicians can't or 
won't act, central bankers will.  
 
The Fed chairman is planning to 
lower unemployment by creating 
money and buying mortgage bonds. 
His European counterpart too plans 
to buy mortgage bonds of troubled 
countries and is keen to preserve the 
euro at any cost. Over the past four 
years, the central banks have 
pumped around $10 trillion into the 
global economy. The writer points 
out that they have been forced to 
take such steps because the political 
leaders in Europe and the United 
States have shrunk from the tasks of 
raising taxes or cutting state 
benefits and curbing budget deficits.  
. 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/An
alysis/Walker/2012/09/17/Walkers-
World-Central-Banks-Rule/UPI-
38211347877800/ 
(last accessed on 24-09-2012 at 2:00 
pm) 
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Agriculture 
Minister Expects 
Shortfall of Food 
Grain to be 
Covered by 
Winter Crops	  
(The Tribune, Punjab, 24 Sep, 
2012)	   

Production of rice, a major kharif 
(summer) crop, is estimated to 
decline by 6.5% from the previous 
season, coarse cereal output by 
18.32% and pulses production by 
14.6% due to scanty rains. 

However, Agriculture Minister 
Sharad Pawar rejected any notions 
of shortage and advised states to go 
in for early sowing of winter crops 
to make the best use of available 
soil moisture to make up for lost 
kharif production.  

He also emphasized that there is 
enough foodgrain and sugar in the 
country to meet this demand and 
tackle price rise. He said that 
foreign equity in multi-brand retail 
would reduce post-harvest losses, 
help farmers and consumers and not 
harm the traders. 

http://www.tribuneindia.com/2012/
20120925/nation.htm#1 
(Accessed on: 24 Sep, 2012) 

 
 

How Is India's 
Economy Going to 
Grow? Look to its 
Farms! 
(The Atlantic) 
 
Close to 70% of the Indian 
population live in rural areas and 
are engaged in agriculture. India's 
farmers are less productive than 
those in Thailand, Malaysia, 
Vietnam, China, Japan, and South 
Korea. With only around 30 per 
cent of Indian land formally 
tenanted, agricultural 
workers have little security and lack 
the funds or incentives to invest in 
and raise productivity.  Granting 
farmers secure land titles and 
contracts, might incentivise them 
to buy modern equipment. Fixing 
rural infrastructure, especially roads 
and irrigation will spur agricultural 
growth. India's minimum support 
prices for major crops have risen by 
roughly 40% and food subsidies 
have more than tripled. Cutting 
wasteful subsidies and controlling 
the middle men will go a long way 
in spurring agricultural growth. 
 
http://www.theatlantic.com/internati
onal/archive/2012/09/hows-indias-
economy-going-to-grow-now-look-
to-its-farms/262827/ 
 
(Last accessed on 
27.09.20129:57am) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Setting up 
National 
Investment Board 
can Help Clear 
Large Projects 
Faster 
(Economic Times, 26 September 
2012) 
 
The idea of a National Investment 
Board, mooted by Finance Minister 
P Chidambaram to take charge of 
clearing projects with investment 
over Rs. 1000 crore is a good move, 
says the ECONOMIC TIMES. “It 
recognizes the current impasse in 
decision making as civil servants 
shiver at the thought of signing off 
on a large project that could invite 
subsequent scrutiny by the CAG 
and the Supreme Court.” The Prime 
Minister would chair the Board. A 
committee of ministers would grant 
clearances. Civil servants will only 
be responsible to provide facts on 
the basis of which decisions will be 
taken. This will speed up decision 
making and spur new investments. 
 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.co
m/opinion/editorial/setting-up-
national-investment-board-can-
help-clear-large-projects-
faster/articleshow/16551385.cms  
(last accessed 26-09-12 at 12:30pm) 
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Scratch the 
Surface, and the 
Shine is Gone 
(Sandhya Jain, The Pioneer, 
September 25, 2012) 
 
The article takes a critical view of 
the Government’s policy  to 
promote FDI in retail. It argues that 
the Centre cannot claim that State 
Governments can decide whether or 
not to allow FDI since India has 
signed the Bilateral Investment 
Promotion and Protection 
Agreements under which it will 
have to offer national treatment to 
investors. The nature of sourcing 
and pricing of non-food items, 
which accounts for over 70% of the 
revenue of big retail stores, needs to 
be studied deeply. With FDI in 
retail notified, we can expect FDI in 
other sectors too, which will 
undermine the confidence of the 
Indian middle class and the poor. 
 
http://www.dailypioneer.com/colum
nists/item/52522-scratch-the-
surface-and-shine-is-gone.html 
(last accessed on 26-09-12 at 18.02 
pm) 

 

 
 

Launderers 
Anonymous 
(The Economist, 22 September, 
2012) 
 
Shell companies are usually the 
main choices for “money 
launderers, bribe givers and takers, 
sanctions busters, tax evaders and 
financiers of terrorism”. A study 
titled “Global Shell Games: 
Testing Money Launderers’ and 
Terrorist Financiers’ Access to 
Shell Companies” carefully 
analyses the link between financial 
crime and corporate secrecy. Using 
empirical data, the study also 
highlights the low level of 
compliance by countries worldwide 
with international standards 
governing shells, set by the Inter-
Governmental Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF). 
 
http://www.economist.com/node/21
563286  
(last accessed on 26.09.2012, at 
11:32 am).  
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POLITICS OF 
DEVELOPMENT 

Nagaland tables 
Bill against women 
quota in Civic 
Polls (Correspondent 
Kohima, Seven Sisters Post, 
21September 2012) 
The Nagaland Assembly 
unanimously adopted  resolution to 
seek exemption from the 
Constitutional provision of 33 per 
cent reservation of seats for women 
in civic polls in Nagaland.  The 
State minister for Urban 
Development and higher and 
technical education Dr. Shurhozelie 
stated that the Nagaland Municipal 
Act, 2006 received mixed responses 
which prompted the Cabinet to 
deliberate upon the issue. He has 
also highlighted other opposition to 
the Act, as stated by various NGOs. 
These NGOs argue that 33 per cent 
reservation violates the customary 
practices protected in Article 371-A 
of the Constitution of India. 

http://sevensisterspost.com/nagalan
d-tables-bill-against-women-quota/ 
(Last accessed on 25-09-12 at 5:00 
pm) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rise of the 
“Eastern Bloc” 
(Ashok Malik, Tehelka.com, 
From Tehelka Magazine, Vol 9, 
Issue 39, Dated September 29, 
2012) 
 

 

 
Amidst a series of gains and losses 
for UPA and NDA respectively, 
there are state politicians who are 
experimenting with alternatives. 
With the Left Front weakened since 
the loss of West Bengal, two 
parallel approaches to a third front 
are emerging involving Mulayam 
Singh Yadav on one hand and 
Mamata Banerjee on the other. The 
emerging alliance of the “Eastern 
Bloc” with the Chief Ministers of 
West Bengal, Odisha and Bihar 
coming together is not only guided 
by ideas of provincial rights and 
governance, but also a political 
gambit foreseeing the fall of the 2 
major parties in 2014. 
 
http://www.tehelka.com/story_main
54.asp?filename=Ne290912AND.as
p 
(last accessed on 25-09-12 at 19.10 
pm) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOVERNMENT 
 

Supreme Court 
Requiring 
Appointment of 
Judicial Members 
in Information 
Commissions: An 
Excessive Remedy, 
says the HINDU  
(Editorial, The Hindu, 18 
September 2012) 
 
The Editorial discusses the impact 
of the recent Supreme Court order 
on appointment of Information 
Commissioners. It takes the view 
that the RTI which was an easy-to-
use legal tool for the poor and weak 
might now get entangled in a web 
of complexities. The writer feels 
that the Court is intruding into 
executive privilege by specifying 
qualifications for appointments and 
instituting new working 
methodologies for Commissions, 
which it wants legislated. The 
purpose of the law will be defeated 
if poor citizens have to appear 
before a bench with a judicial 
member and face lawyers employed 
by public authorities, thus resulting 
in asymmetry of power. While the 
Supreme Court is right in calling for 
due advertisement and a rational 
basis for appointments to 
Commissions, it should leave that 
task to Parliament. 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/e
ditorial/an-excessive-
remedy/article3908067.ece (last 
accessed on 25-09-2012 at 3:00 pm) 
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Who Should 
Administer 
Chandigarh?  
(Punjab Newsline, Mohali, 25 Sep, 
2012)  
 
The Punjab and Haryana High 
Court struck down a Government 
notification that had classified 
Chandigarh as a "disturbed area" for 
over a quarter of a century. People 
of the Union territory (UT) are 
debating whether the Punjab 
Governor should continue to be its 
administrator or there should be 
someone who is more accessible to 
its citizens. There are voices saying 
that the post of UT administrator 
should be abolished and the city 
should revert to the old system of 
being headed by a chief 
commissioner, who will be a 
bureaucrat, and possibly more 
accessible. The disturbed area 
notification was first issued in 
December 1986, followed by 
another one in December 1991. This 
was done as incidents in 
neighbouring Punjab, which was a 
hotbed of militancy in 1981-1992 
had their fallout in Chandigarh - the 
joint capital of Punjab and Haryana.  
 
http://punjabnewsline.com/news/W
ho-should-administer-
Chandigarh_.html 
Accessed on:  Sep 25, 2012.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECURITY 
What are the 
chances of another 
9/11 happening in 
the next decade?  
(The Week, 7th September 2012) 
 

 
 
 
 
Two statisticians — Aaron Clauset 
at the Santa Fe Institute in New 
Mexico and Ryan Woodward at the 
Swiss Federal Institute of 
Technology — put together a 
comprehensive global database and 
created an algorithm to predict the 
odds of a large-scale terrorist attack, 
with similar or greater 
consequences, happening again. In 
this study, researchers entered 
13,274 terrorist events into a large-
scale global database, dating from 
1968 to 2007. They created a 
"statistical algorithm for estimating 
the probability of similarly large 
events within complex global 
systems to predict the likelihood of 
another attack.  Assuming that the 
number of terrorist events per 
year remains roughly what it is 
now (2000 per year), the 
likelihood of another large-scale 
terrorist attack anywhere in the 
world (with a death toll greater 
than or equivalent to 9/11) is 
between 20 and 50 percent over 
the next decade. However such 
probability is not set in stone and 

might drop if the number of current 
attacks in Iran and Afghanistan 
were to go down. 
 
http://theweek.com/article/index/232988
/what-are-the-chances-of-another-911-
happening-in-the-next-decade (accessed 
on 23rd September, 2012 

RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

Two Sets of Data 
on MGNREGA 
(Inclusive Media for Change) 

 
The recently released Ministry of 
Rural Development report, titled  
MGNREGA Sameeksha (2012) 
points out the discrepancy in 
MGNREGA data reported by 
Management Information System 
(MIS) and  National Sample 
Survey(NSS) [July 2009–June 
2010].  The Sameeksha report has 
suggested the need for more 
national level survey- based studies 
to verify the authenticity of MIS 
data. According to Prof. Reetika 
Khera, discrepancies were usually 
higher in states with higher 
corruption in MGNREGA, lower 
awareness and weaker 
accountability systems. The 
government has increasingly relied 
on MIS as it facilitates monitoring 
the scheme at Gram Panchayat-level 
and makes real time data available 
in the public domain. But the 
presence of two sets of data is a 
cause for concern and needs to be 
addressed. 
 
http://www.im4change.org/news-
alert/unreliable-mgnrega-data-
raises-doubts-questions-16788.html 
(last accessed on 24-09-2012 at 
3:30pm) 
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SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC 
EXCLUSION 
 

Hunger Amid 
Plenty 
(The Hindu, 23 September 2012) 
 

 
Not just a problem of storage: 
Rotting wheat in a government 
warehouse near Ludhiana. Photo: 
AFP 

 
Harsh Mander discusses Indian 
policy makers’ hesitance to accept 
or study conditions of absolute 
hunger. This is unacceptable 
because as per studies, possibly one 
in five or six Indians grapple with 
starvation every day. Even when 
foodgrain production has increased, 
per capita foodgrain production has 
dropped 11 per cent in the period 
from 1996-97 to 2009-10. This, 
combined with India’s average 
exports of nearly 7 million tonnes of 
cereals per year has further reduced 
per capita availability by 15 percent 
between 1991 and 2008.  The writer 
points out that starvation in India is 
not just a result of drought 
conditions, but also due to the 
Government’s unwillingness to 
distribute the foodgrains rotting in 
government warehouses. Stock of 
foodgrains in Government 
warehouses recently peaked to 80 
million tonnes. In such a scenario, it 
is sad that a law which would force 
governments to distribute much of 
this grain to people who live with 
hunger is languishing in Parliament, 
with little political support. 
 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-
paper/tp-features/tp-
sundaymagazine/hunger-amid-
plenty/article3928157.ece (last 
accessed on 23-09-2012 at 11.30 
am) 

EDUCATION 

Status of Higher 
Education in the 
North East 
(K.P. Singh and Shakeel Ahmad, 
Economic and Political Weekly, 22 
September 2012) 
 
Higher education in the North East 
had long been neglected. Until a 
decade back the region was 
backward in terms of the number of 
higher educational institutions. 
There is a general trend of students 
of the northeast going to other parts 
of the country for higher education 
but the reverse is rare. Today, each 
of the states has a central 
university and NIT. An IIM and 
an IIT have been set up along 
with several private universities 
but there is still a need to improve 
infrastructure in these institutions 
and attract talented faculty so 
that there is visible improvement 
in the quality of higher education. 
http://www.epw.in/commentary/taki
ng-stock-higher-education-north-
east.html (last accessed on 25 
September 2012 at 02:08PM) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

India Accounts for 
Just 3.5% of 
Global Research 
Output: Study 
(Kounteya Sinha, Times of India, 
26 September, 2012)  
 
A study on India’s research output 
and collaboration conducted by 
Thomson Reuters was recently 
submitted to the Department of 
Science and Technology. It pointed 
out that just 3.5 percent of the 
global research output in 2010 was 
produced in India. The report 
argued that “research in the 
university sector, stagnant for at 
least two decades, is now 
accelerating but it will be a long 
haul to restore India as an Asian 
knowledge hub. Indian higher 
education is faced with powerful 
dilemmas and difficult choices - 
public/private, access/equity, 
uncertain regulation, different 
teaching standards and contested 
research quality”. 
 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/i
ndia/India-accounts-for-just-3-5-of-
global-research-output-
Study/articleshow/16551045.cms 
(last accessed on 26. 09.2012, at 
01:12 pm)  
 

HEALTH 
 
M.P. : Health 
Hazard 
(Editorial, Central Chronicle, 20 
September 2012) 

 
Madhya Pradesh Government’s 
Health Policy conferring “Industry” 
status to the health sector has been 
criticised as a health hazard.  
 
The policy is biased towards the 
urban elite, neglecting health 
requirements of the rural poor. The 
decision to provide funds and 
facilities to “profit earning industry” 
i.e. private hospitals will happen 
only in cities; while the condition of 
government healthcare remains 
deplorable. Instead the state should 
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regulate and control the private 
hospitals. Even though the State 
government has claimed to provide 
network of hospitals, this policy is 
being seen as the shrinking of 
public welfare responsibility and 
erosion of the concept of welfare 
government. 
 
http://www.centralchronicle.com/he
alth-hazard.html 
(Last accessed on 20th September 
2012 at 9.pm) 

 

India: Highest 
Share of  Under-5 
Mortality in the 
World: Over A 
Million Indian 
Babies Dying 
Annually Due to 
Pneumonia and 
Diarrhea (Inclusive Media 
for Change) 
 
The article discusses the disclosures 
made by the UNICEF report titled 
“Committing to Child Survival: A 
Promise Renewed”, published in 
September 2012. As per the 
report, India has the highest 
number of deaths of children 
below five years of age. India 
accounts for 24 percent of the 
under-five deaths (the number of 
under-five deaths was 1.7 million 
which was higher than the 
combined contribution of the 3 
countries next in line i.e., Nigeria 
(11 percent), Democratic Republic 
of Congo (7 percent) and Pakistan 
(5 percent).  
 
Globally, the five leading causes of 
deaths among children under five 
include pneumonia (18 per cent); 
pre-term birth complications (14 
percent); diarrhea (11 per cent); 
intrapartum-related 
complications (9 percent) and 
malaria (7 percent).  
 
In India, around 10.7 lakh deaths 
occurred due to pneumonia and 
diarrhea, the major cause of 

diarrhea being lack of sanitation 
and defecating in opens.  
http://www.im4change.org/news-
alert/childs-world-miserable-
highest-under-5-mortality-
17147.html  (last accessed on 24-
09-2012 at 3:00pm) 

 
Online System to 
Boost Care of 
Malnourished 
Kids 
(Ashwini Y S, Deccan Herald, 24 
September 2012) 

 
“As many as 74,639 children in 
Karnataka were identified as 
severely malnourished during 
health check-up camps conducted 
by the Health and Family Welfare 
department. The department has, 
however, no record to indicate the 
status of any of these children 
since currently the system to 
monitor child health is ad hoc and 
there is no continuity in the 
treatment provided. To rectify this 
major flaw and to bring about 
accountability among the medical 
staff of the primary health centres 
(PHCs) and the nutritional 
rehabilitation centres (NRCs), the 
department is in the process of 
evolving a web-based application, 
which will help track and monitor 
the progress of children identified 
under the Integrated Child 
Development Services (ICDS) 
programme.” 

 
http://www.deccanherald.com/conte
nt/280894/online-system-boost-
care-malnourished.html (last 
accessed on 25-09-12 at 10:45 am) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEFENCE 
 
“No-Cost, No-
Commitment 
(NCNC)” Trials in 
Capital 
Procurement: 
Time for a Review 
(Mahendra Prasad, Institute for 
Defence Studies and Analyses, 18 
September 2012) 
 
“In case of capital procurement by 
the Ministry of Defence, 
Government of India, the trial 
evaluation of the products is carried 
out by the buyer on a no-cost, no-
commitment (NCNC) basis, which 
means that the government neither 
bears the cost of the trials nor is it 
committed to buy the products after 
the trials. The trials are often highly 
expensive and discourage small and 
medium enterprises from joining the 
bidding process. At the same time, 
big, established and quality 
producers do not join the process, 
because they apprehend that even 
though their products would 
outsmart those of their contenders 
qualitatively, being quite expensive, 
they may not pass the lowest bidder 
test. Thus, even if the NCNC 
principle has lowered the cost of the 
procurement process, it has, over a 
period, inhibited quality 
participation in the bidding process” 
 
http://www.idsa.in/idsacomments/N
o-CostNo-
Commitment%28NCNC%29Trialsi
nCapitalProcurementsTimeforaRevi
ew_MahendraPrasad_180912 (last 
accessed on 24-09-12 at 1:15 pm) 
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URBAN 
 
India’s Urban 
Housing Reduced 
By 25% 
(FirstPost, Arlene Chang, 
September 23, 2012) 
 
According to a government 
report, urban housing shortage in 
India has dropped from 24.7 
million at the beginning of the 
11th five year plan in 2007 to 
18.78 million for the next five year 
plan (2012 to 2017). The housing 
shortage for EWS (Economically 
Weaker Sections) has gone down to 
56 percent and that for LIG (Lower 
Income Group) has increased to 40 
percent from their 2007 figures of 
88 percent and 11 percent 
respectively. The report proposes 
measures to further reduce the 
housing shortage like bringing in 
vacant houses into the housing 
market through fiscal and other 
incentives. 
 
http://www.firstpost.com/economy/
good-news-indias-urban-housing-
shortage-has-lessened-by-25-
465074.html?utm_source=storypag
e&utm_source=article_economy 
(Last accessed on 25-09-12 at 15:43 
pm) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TRANSPORT 
 
11 Years on, Rail 
Link Set to Jump 
5th Deadline 
(The Tribune, 25 Sep, 2012) 
 
With the stretch between New 
Morinda and Sahnewal incomplete, 
the Chandigarh-Ludhiana link may 
not be completed by March next 
year. Having already missed four 
deadlines in the past 11 years, the 
110-km under-construction 
Chandigarh-Ludhiana rail link may 
now miss yet another deadline. The 
delay has also increased the project 
cost manifold from Rs 250 crore in 
2000 to an estimated Rs 1,100 crore 
at present. The Northern Railways 
started the work on the project in 
2001. 
 
Source: 
http://www.tribuneindia.com/2012/
20120925/punjab.htm#1 
(Accessed on:  Sep 25, 2012)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY 
	  
Google’s	  Self	  -‐	  
Driving	  Cars	  now	  
Legal	  in	  
California.	  (John	  
Paczkowski,	  AllThingsD) 
California governor Jerry Brown 
signed a bill that explicitly legalizes 
self-driving cars. The bill 
essentially establishes safety 
guidelines and performance 
standards for autonomous vehicles 
operating on California’s roads and 
highways, the first step in their 
public deployment. Gov. Brown 
said “Today we’re looking at 
science fiction becoming 
tomorrow’s reality”. According to 
Google Co- founder Sergey Brin, 
autonomous vehicles could vastly 
improve public safety. He said that 
these cars have the potential to 
avoid accidents, save lives and 
reduce congestion. He expects that 
self-driving cars will be far safer 
than human driven cars. Brin hopes 
to have his employees test such cars 
within the year. 
http://allthingsd.com/20120925/goo
gles-self-driving-cars-now-legal-in-
california/ 
(Last accessed on 26.09.2012 
4:55pm) 
	  

Building a 30-
Story Building in 
15 Days (Lauren Hilgers, 
Wired) 
Zhang Yue, is the founder and 
chairman of Broad Sustainable 
Building. In late 2011, his company 
Broad built a 30-story building 
called T30 in 15 days; It cost just 
$1,000 per square meter to build, 
with 90% built inside a factory, 
compared with around $1,400 for 
traditional commercial high-rise 
construction in China. Broad 
intends to use similar methods to 
erect the world’s tallest building in 
just seven months. So far, Broad has 
built around 17 structures. 
According to Zhang, his buildings 
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will help solve the many problems 
of the construction industry. They 
will be safer (could withstand a 
magnit

ude 
9 earthquake), quicker, and cheaper 
to build with lower energy 
consumption and CO2emissions. 
 
http://www.wired.com/design/2012/
09/broad-sustainable-building-
instant-skyscraper/all/ 
(Last accessed on 28.09.2012 at 
11:40am) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Revolutionising 
Social Networking  
(M. Panzeri, Nature, 19 
September 2012) 
 
During the Olympics in London, 
one of the major issues that the city 
faced was congestion in public 
transport. Instead of using 
traditional methods such as price 
mechanisms, the authorities used 
social-network effects such as 
recorded announcements urging 
people to avoid public transport. 
This approach worked very well. 
Social networking is not a new 
phenomenon restricted to web-
based media such as Facebook; it 
has existed for centuries. Real-life 
social networks are important in 
shaping preferences and beliefs. 
Recent advances in network theory 
enable us to understand how 
behaviour is spread and contained 
but there is also a degree of 
uncertainty, which needs to be 
overcome. “Tackling social, 
economic and global issues, such as 
climate change, will require real, 
fundamental changes to behaviour”. 
 
http://www.nature.com/news/social-
networks-can-spread-the-olympic-
effect-1.11430 (last accessed on 25 
September 2012 at 02:43PM) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENVIRONMENT 

Satellites Trace 
Sea Level Change  
(Jonathan Amos, BBC News, 24 
September, 2012).  

 
Reviewing almost two decades of 
satellite data, scientists have built a 
new map showing the trend in sea 
levels. Globally, the oceans are 
rising, but there have been major 
regional differences over the period. 
A major reassessment of 18 years of 
satellite observations has provided a 
new, more detailed view of sea-
level change around the world. 
Incorporating the data from a 
number of spacecraft, the study re-
affirms that ocean waters globally 
are rising by just over 3mm every 
year. 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-
environment-19702450  (last 
accessed on 26.09.2012 at 11:21 
am).  
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 The Persistence of 
Slavery 

(Lisa Kristine, The Atlantic) 
 

 
                                           
Uttar Pradesh, India: Slaveholders 
burned down these people's villages 
after they declared their freedom. 
Many of the neighbours wanted to 
give up, they were so frightened -- 
but the woman in the centre 
encouraged them to persevere. 
Abolitionists helped them get a 
quarry lease of their own. Now they 
do the same backbreaking work, but 
they at least get paid for it, and they 
do it in freedom. 
 
There are 27 million slaves in the 
world today: That's more than 
double the number of people taken 
from Africa during the entire 
transatlantic slave trade. Today, 
entire families can be enslaved for 
generations over a debt as small as 
$18 -- though slavery is illegal 
everywhere. 
 
http://www.theatlantic.com/internati
onal/archive/2012/09/slavery-still-
exists/262847/ 
 
(Last accessed on 27.09.2012 at 
12:23pm) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Muslims Have 
Lowest Perception 
of Fairness in 
Access to 
Opportunities: 
IIM-A Study  
(Counterview, September 13, 
2012) 
 
A IIM-A study titled “Education 
and Employment among Muslims in 
India: An Analysis of Patterns and 
Trends” summarizes the perceptions 
of the Muslim community in India. 
According to the study, Muslims 
reported the lowest perceived 
fairness across five different 
opportunities-social prestige, 
economic, employment, 
educational and political vis-a-vis 
Hindu and Christian participants.  
The study points out that 
Muslims felt widely discriminated 
in employment, housing and 
education (especially amongst 
women). In the political space, 
Muslims reported lower 
perceived fairness as compared to 
Hindus. The study says that 
“widespread perception of 
discrimination among Muslims 
results in a sense of alienation and 
is therefore seen by the 
community as an important cause 
of inequity”.  
 
http://counterview.org/2012/09/13/ii
m-a-study-points-towards-
unprecedented-discrimination-
against-muslims-at-all-levels/(Last 
accessed on 25-09-12 at 15:01 pm) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Decriminalizing 
Suicide 
(Rashmi Saksena, The Echo of 
India, 25th September 2012) 

 
 
Those who attempt suicide are 10-
20 times more than those who 
actually complete it. Currently they 
are liable to be prosecuted under 
Section 309 of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC). The Health Ministry 
wants that the act of attempting 
suicide be decriminalized. It wants 
those who attempt suicide to  be 
examined by a psychiatrist to 
investigate clinical grounds to 
showing that the attempt was a 
result of mental illness. A World 
Health Organisation (WHO) booklet 
on prevention of suicide says that 
suicidal individuals need 
information, counseling and 
medication. Suicidal thoughts by 
anyone should be attended to 
immediately.   If suicides have to be 
prevented India needs to have 
enough professionals in schools, 
colleges, workplaces, clinics and 
hospitals to identify those at risk. 
Health care professionals have to 
collaborate to pull suicide 
attempters out of the depth of 
despair. The Mental Health Care 
Bill 2012 is expected to be tabled in 
the coming winter session of 
Parliament. 
 
http://echoofindia.com/reflex-
action/decriminalising-suicide-
10971 

SECTION	  3:	  SOCIETY	  	  
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1. India in the 
World 

 

India at the 
Tehran Non-
Aligned Summit  
(G. Parthasarathy (Centre for 
Policy Research), The Hindu: 
Business Line, 12 September 
2012) 
 
The Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) Summit which took place in 
Tehran last month highlighted two 
key issues: “The first is the 
escalating conflict between Iran, on 
the one hand, and the US, its 
European partners and Israel, on the 
other”. The second is the mounting 
sectarian Shia-Sunni tensions within 
the Islamic world.  
 
India has done well in keeping out 
of this sensitive issue. India must be 
cautious about its relations with Iran 
as it is a haven of vast untapped 
reserves of oil for export. “Iran also 
remains an important partner for 
India’s access to Afghanistan, 
Central Asia and the Caspian ports 
of Russia”. 
 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.co
m/opinion/columns/g-
parthasarathy/article3889138.ece?h
omepage=true (last accessed on 25 
September 2012 at 11:50AM) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Courting India 
(C Raj Mohan, Foreign Policy, 12 
September 2012) 
 
India has become a strategic country 
in the subcontinent and bilateral 
relations with United States and 
China are in focus. Washington is 
leaving no stone unturned in its 
defense outreach to India and wants 
India to act in its own interests 
which would seek a stable Asian 
balance of power to cope with 
China’s rise. “China has also been 
quick to step in and repair its 
wayward defense relationship with 
India since it is deeply worried 
about Delhi’s potential role, in 
collaboration with the United 
States. But India seems to have 
adopted a “non-alignment” policy in 
respect to the defense policy. It is a 
crucial point in foreign affairs an 
India needs to strategize its response 
to both the countries. 
 
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articl
es/2012/09/12/subcontinental_divid
e (last accessed 25-09-12 at 
5:30pm) 

India and 
Tajikistan: 
Building a long-
term Strategic 
Partnership 
(Meena Singh Roy, Institute for 
Defence Studies and Analyses, 18 
September 2012) 
 
“Tajikistan’s President Rahmon’s 
recent visit to India has not only 
strengthened existing ties but has 
also resulted in building a long-term 
strategic partnership between the 
two countries. India has offered to 
undertake a series of new 
development projects in Tajikistan 
as part of its efforts to increase its 
strategic and economic outreach to 
this region through its new 
‘Connect Central Asia’ Policy. 
India and Tajikistan face common 
threats and challenges in the region 
which provide them an opportunity 
to cooperate more closely in 
addressing the regional security 

issues of extremism and terrorism. 
The increasing violence in Pakistan, 
re-emergence of Taliban in 
Afghanistan and the proposed 
withdrawal of US forces in 2014, all 
are likely to have serious security 
implications for both countries.” 
 
http://www.idsa.in/idsacomments/In
diaandTajikistanBuildingalongterm
StrategicPartnership_MeenaSRoy_1
80912 (last accessed on 24-09-12 at 
11:50 am) 
 

Approaching 
Kabul 
(C. Raja Mohan, The Indian 
EXPRESS, 25th September, 2012) 
 
Until now, it has been quite 
convenient for China and India to 
have the Americans defending 
Afghanistan against violent 
extremism that threatens not only 
the US but also the entire region. 
Beijing and Delhi must now 
necessarily pick up some of the 
slack resulting from the reduced 
American military weight in 
Afghanistan, as 33000 additional 
US troops that were deployed in 
Afghanistan have returned home. 
China’s rising profile in Kabul and 
the prospects for Indo-US 
cooperation in Afghanistan are 
rooted in two important structural 
changes in our neighbourhood. One 
is the declining American military 
footprint in Afghanistan and the end 
to the US’s combat role there by 
2014. The other is the growing 
international disappointment with 
Pakistan’s negative role in 
Afghanistan. The reasons for the 
US’s willingness to intensify the 
engagement with India on 
Afghanistan are not very different. 
Much like China, the US can no 
longer rely on Pakistan as the sole 
regional partner in securing and 
stabilising Afghanistan. Instead of 
seeing China’s entry into 
Afghanistan as a threat, Delhi must 
explore the prospects for three-way 
talks with Beijing and Kabul on 
regional stability. 
http://www.indianexpress.com/news
/approaching-kabul/1007272/ 
(accessed on 23rSeptember, 2012) 

SECTION	  4:	  THE	  WORLD	  
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2. International 
Affairs 

Drop in Aid Shows 
Declining Will for 
Global 
Partnership on 
Development 
(Mark Tran, Guardian, 20 
September 2012) 

“A recent UN Report indicates that 
a drop in aid for the first time in 
many years and a rise in 
protectionist policies as a result of 
the global economic crisis risks 
slowing the momentum of 
millennium development 
goals (MDGs), which for the first 
time showed signs of backsliding. 
Looking beyond the expiry of the 
MDGs in 2015, scholars argue for a 
new global compact focusing more 
directly on rich countries' 
responsibilities, as well as policies 
beyond aid and trade that have an 
equal, if not greater, impact on poor 
countries' development prospects." 
A short list of such policies would 
include: carbon taxes and other 
measures to ameliorate climate 
change; more work visas to allow 
larger temporary migration flows 
from poor countries; strict controls 
on arms sales to developing nations 
and reduced support for repressive 
regimes.” 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-
development/2012/sep/20/drop-aid-
declining-will-global-
partnership?newsfeed=true (last 
accessed on 24-09-12 at 12:30 pm) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. South Asia 
Trade Relations 
between India and 
Pakistan 
(The Frontier Post, 23 September 
2012) 
 
Trade relations between India and 
Pakistan have been fraught with 
roadblocks for decades. However, 
efforts are being made to overcome 
friction. The commerce secretaries 
of the two countries met on Friday, 
21st September, 2012 and signed 
three trade agreements. These 
emphasize “cooperation and mutual 
assistance in customs matters”. The 
two also “agreed to reduce the 
number of items to 100 in the 
sensitive list before the end of 2017 
under the SAFTA”. Further, 
Pakistan will confer the status of 
Most-Favoured Nation (MFN) to 
India by the end of the year. 
Another issue that needs to be 
resolved is that of investment by 
both the nations across different 
sectors. The author of this article 
believes that trade between 
neighbours will only benefit India. 
http://www.thefrontierpost.com/arti
cle/183002/ (last accessed on 25 
September 2012 at 12:56PM) 
 

4. East Asia 
China Allocates 
50B Yuan to Cities 
for Sustainable 
Growth  
(China Daily, 25 September, 
2012) 
 
“China has allocated more than 50 
billion yuan ($7.90 billion) since 
2008 to allow resource-exhausted 
cities to achieve sustainable 
development, the National 
Development and Reform 
Commission said in a statement on 
Friday”. Of this, around 6.84 billion 
yuan was used by each city to 

overhaul the geological 
environment. Further, the 
implementation of a number of 
environmental protection measures 
has aided in the treatment of over 
76,000 hectares of coal-exhausted 
mines.  
http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/busines
s/2012-
09/25/content_15781241.htm 
(last accessed on 26.09.2012 at 
11:15 am).  

Hillary-Zardari 
Meet: Focus on 
Ending Violence in  
the Region 
(The Pioneer, September 25, 2012) 
The improving trade ties between 
Pakistan and India, terrorism 
and violent anti-US protests in the 
aftermath of the ant-Islam movie 
were among a host of issues that 
President Asif Ali Zardari discussed 
with Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton in their meeting on the 
sidelines of the UN General 
Assembly. The article clearly 
highlights the views of Clinton who 
has stated that violence undermines 
the sovereignty of states while 
Pakistan also stated that there is 
‘zero tolerance’ for violence. The 
two countries signed three 
agreements for cooperation in 
customs matters, redress of trade 
grievances and conforming to 
quality standards to further 
normalise economic relations 
between the two countries.  
http://www.dailypioneer.com/home/
online-channel/top-story/96952-
clinton-meets-zardari-discuss-indo-
pak-ties-anti-us-protests.html 
(last accessed on 26-09-12 at 19.44) 
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Myanmar’s 
Location Shows its 
Strategic 
Importance: Suu 
Kyi  
(PTI, Washington, Seven Sisters 
Post , 19 September 2012) 
 

 
 
 Aung San Suu Kyi has said that 
“her country’s strategic location 
between India and China makes it a 
key stakeholder in the region” and 
that US “should take this factor into 
consideration while developing US-
Myanmar ties”. In response to 
whether the US engagement with 
Myanmar was aimed at 
“containing” the influence of China 
in Asia, she said people “naturally 
associate” US-China relations with 
US-Myanmar relations. She added 
that Myanmar’s growing 
relationship with US should not be 
seen as a “hostile step” towards 
China. She observed that the present 
situation could be used to 
strengthen friendly relations of all 
three countries.  
http://sevensisterspost.com/category
/asia/ 
(last accessed on 25th September 
2012 at 9.45 pm) 
 

 
 
 

5. Africa 
Mali: The Need 
for Determined 
and Coordinated 
International 
Action 
(International Crisis Group, 
September 24, 2012) 
 
The article says that the socio-
economic-political situation in Mali 
is likely to deteriorate by September 
end in the absence of rapid, firm 
and coherent decisions at the 
regional, continental and 
international levels. There are risks 
of a military coup and of social 
unrest, which risks undermining the 
transitional institutions and creating 
chaos that could allow religious 
extremism and terrorist violence to 
spread in Mali and beyond. A high 
level is meeting scheduled in Sahel 
to discuss the above issues and draw 
objectives to be met by March, 
2013. The article also suggests steps 
that should be taken to tackle the 
issue. Informal groups which 
includes many eminent Malian 
personalities who would be 
assisting the government in defining 
a global strategy to resolve this 
crisis. 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regio
ns/africa/west-africa/mali/b090-
mali-the-need-for-determined-and-
coordinated-international-
action.aspx 
(last accessed on 26-09-12 at 19.30) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6. Europe 
UK: Long-term 
Fiscal Impact of 
Immigration  
(Amna Silim, Institute for Public 
Policy Research, September 25, 
2012) 
 

 
The House of Commons has been 
debating the underlying issue of 
immigration, in particular, cutting 
net immigration by 100,000 a year. 
Statistics illustrate that zero net 
migration would have a negative 
fiscal consequence in the short and 
long term. A zero net migration 
scenario estimates that “within the 
next five decades public debt would 
double to nearly 200 per cent of 
GDP compared to the expected 
level of debt under current policy.”  
Since the UK has an ageing 
population, cutting down on 
migration may also have negative 
effects. Migration is the most 
controversial aspect and policies 
that encourage high net migration 
will likely be met with resistance 
and may be politically unfeasible. 
 
http://www.ippr.org/articles/56/968
5/an-honest-debate-about-
migration-must-include-long-term-
fiscal-considerations- 
(last accessed on 26-09-12 at 18.43) 
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7. Americas 
A False Plank  
(Ashish Kumar Sen, Outlook, 1 
October 2012) 
 
As the American economy tries to 
recover from the economic crisis, 
outsourcing of jobs has become one 
of the major political topics for the 
presidential elections.  
Obama has been against moving of 
jobs overseas and after a series of 
criticisms even Romney took an 
anti- outsourcing position.  
But the debate seems to have 
skewed India’s role. “Actually, 
Indian-origin firms have over the 
years steadily established a foothold 
in the US, employing Americans, 
building the local economies and 
giving back to the communities in 
which they have put down roots. 
This trend is putting a dent in the 
tired argument that India, the most 
identifiable beneficiary of 
outsourcing, only “takes away” 
American jobs.”  
Many sectors like education, 
energy, manufacturing, financial 
services and most importantly IT 
have created millions of jobs for the 
Americans.  
 
http://www.outlookindia.com/article
.aspx?282351 (last accessed on 26-
09-12 at 3:20 pm) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time for an 
Alternative to 
Mexico's Drug 
War 
(Jorge Castañeda, Cato Institute - 
Economic Development Bulletin 
no. 16, 24 September, 2012) 
 
There have been approximately 
55,000 drug-war-related deaths 
since Felipe Calerdón took office in 
Mexico and declared war on the 
drug cartels. In the report, former 
foreign minister Jorge Castañeda 
argues that the drug war in Mexico 
was launched on false premises that 
firstly the violence in Mexico was 
increasing, secondly drug 
consumption in Mexico had been 
rising to an alarming level and the 
third false premise being that the 
drug cartels had become so 
powerful that they were taking over 
the country. However, the actual 
reasons for declaring the war were 
political and have inflicted costs on 
Mexico in terms of fatalities, human 
rights violation, devastation of 
international image, and money. He 
suggests an alternative policy 
approach along three lines: 
combating violence, not drug 
trafficking; building a national 
police; and pulling the army back; 
and fighting for legalization. 
 
http://www.cato.org/publications/ec
onomic-development-bulletin/time-
alternative-mexicos-drug-war 
(accessed on 22nd September, 2012) 
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The Globalization 
of Surveillance by 
Armand Mattelart  
(Shelley Walia, Frontline, 
Volume 29 - Issue 19, 22 
September – 05 October 2012) 
 
There has been a marked increase in 
sophisticated surveillance 
techniques that are fast eroding 
fundamental rights even in 
democratic societies. The state and 
the media have become powerful 
instruments in moulding public 
opinion to reinforce government 
policies. Armand Mattelart’s book, 
“The Globalization of Surveillance” 
provides an incisive study of the 
strategies engaged for spin-
doctoring, image management and 
media manipulation geared to 
influence public opinion for 
legitimising state policies. Mattelart 
traces the genealogy of surveillance 
techniques from the 19th century to 
the Patriot Act (US). “The global 
capitalist surveillance economy is 
the target” of this book. 
 
http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stori
es/20121005291909000.htm (last 
accessed on 24 September 2012 at 
05:59PM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Capital 
Accumulation 
And Women’s 
Labour In Asian 
Economies  
By Peter Custers With A New 
Introduction By Jayati Ghosh 
(Monthly  Review Press )  
 
‘Capital Accumulation and 
Women’s Labour in Asian 
Economies’ provides a “theoretical 
framework for analyzing the 
changing nature of women’s paid 
work in Asia”. The book describes 
the process of integration of Asian 
women into the waged work force 
at the turn of the 20th century and 
how they now occupy a crucial 
position in the labour market that 
has “up-ended” the entire global 
economy.  Peter Custers stresses on 
the relevance of Marxist theory for 
understanding processes of socio-
economic change in Asia and the 
world, and at the same time feels 
that these concepts need to be 
enlarged to include the perspective 
of feminist academicians.  The book 
is based on prolonged field research 
in India, Bangladesh, and Japan and 
incorporates a broad comparative 
study of currents in international 
feminism. 
http://monthlyreview.org/press/boo
ks/pb2846/ (Last accessed on 25-
09-12 at 14.28 pm) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 
Caste: From 
Buddha to 
Ambedkar and 
Beyond 
(Gail Omvedt,  Orient Blackswan, 
September 2012)  

 

	  
	  
 ‘Understanding Caste’ addresses 
the historical issue of caste and anti-
caste. The book equates the Indian 
tradition with Hinduism, and 
Hinduism with Brahmanism based 
on the concept of Vedas. It shows 
how secular minds have been 
imprisoned within the Brahmanical 
vision. It looks at the alternative 
traditions nurtured within dalit 
movements. The author elucidates 
how dalit politics and dalit vision 
requires has become symbolic of the 
most oppressed and exploited 
sections within the graded 
hierarchies of caste. This book 
brings to notice the need to organise 
in newer ways for ’another’ possible 
world where equality and human 
freedom reign supreme.  
http://www.orientblackswan.com/di
splay.asp?categoryID=19&isbn=97
8-81-250-4573-1 
(Accessed on: 25 Sep, 2012) 
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Of a Certain Age: 
Twenty Life 
Sketches 
(Gopalkrishna 
Gandhi, Penguin 
Books India, Sep, 
2011)  
	  

	  
	  
Gopalkrishna Gandhi illuminates 
key moments in the lives of  
Gandhi, Jayaprakash Narayan, 
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, M.S. 
Subbulakshmi and Jyoti Basu. He 
analyses the public and political 
trajectories of these figures and 
explores the events that connect 
them to the broader horizon of 
history. The book provides valuable 
insights into these men and women 
who shaped the events of the 
twentieth century and had a 
considerable impact on India.  
 
 

Hindu Nationalist 
Movement & 
Indian Politics 
(Christopher 
Jaffrelot, Penguin 
Books India, 
October 2000) 
	  

	  
	  
The Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
electoral success has proven to be a 
threat to India's secular character. 
Christopher Jaffrelot explores how, 
since the 1920s,  rapid changes in 
the political, social, and economic 
climate have made India a fertile 
soil for the growth of the primary 
arm of Hindu nationalism, the 
paramilitary-style Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), 
together with its political offshoots. 
The book reflects on how the Hindu 
movement uses religion to enter the 
political sphere, and argues that the 
ideology they speak for has less to 
do with Hindu philosophy than with 
ethnic nationalism.  
Source:http://www.penguinbooksin
dia.com/en/content/hindu-
nationalist-movement-indian-
politics 
(Accessed on: Sep 27, 2012) 
 

	  
 


