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Cover Story 
 
Civil Society Gives Inputs on 6 Constituency Topics Emerging from 
the Approach Paper to the 12th Five Year Plan 
 
Introduction 
 
With the Planning Commission’s release of the Draft Approach Paper to the 12th Five Year Plan and their request for feedback, Wada 
No Todo Abhiyan (WNTA) facilitated in organising and facilitating wide–ranging consultations with approximately 850 CSOs from 
across the country for providing inputs into the Approach Paper. This has resulted into a book, Approaching Equity: Civil Society 
Inputs for the Approach Paper — 12th Five Year Plan, which is the focus of this cover story.  In the spirit of inclusivity, the foreword 
of the book says, “WNTA believes that a true People’s Plan can emerge only through the adoption and institutionalisation of a multi–
dimensional approach that creates the necessary spaces for articulation, inclusion and mechanisms of participation with everyone’s 
needs in mind.” 
 
Therefore, in the light of the above spirit, this cover story focuses on 6 Constituency Groups and the critiques presented by Civil 
Society Organisations on them. These 6 Constituency Groups include- Women, Youth, Muslims, Dalits, North East and People 
with Disability. 
 
 
Women in the Draft Approach Paper to the 12th Five Year Plan 
 
In critiquing the pro–women approach to the Draft Approach of the 12th Five Year Plan, the report highlights that the draft lacks 
gender analysis. For instance, numerous chapters such as chapters on sustainable management of natural resources, farm 
sector, manufacturing sector do not even mention the word women/gender. 
 
The report mentions that Gender planning and gender budgeting must be prioritised in the allocation of funds. This is because the 
priorities and issues of women and men differ in the process of planning. 
 
It also noted that the several chapters of the Draft mentions issues like PPP with a clear mandate that PPPs will be extended from 
infrastructure to sectors like health and education too. If this results in further privatisation of health facilities, it will adversely affect 
women and the poor. 
 

Projected Sex Ratio in India 
(2001, 2006, 2011, 2016, 2021 and 

2026) 
Year Sex Ratio 
2001 933 
2006 932 
2011 932 
2016 931 
2021 930 
2026 930 

Source : Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of India. (11509) 

 

 

 
Demographic and Health Status Indicators foe Women 

Parameters 
 1951 1981 1991 2001 Current 

Levels 
Total Fertility 

Rate 6.0 4.5 3.6 3.1 2.6(2009) 
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Maternal 
Mortality 

Ratio 
 

NA NA 

398 
SRS 

(1997-98) 
 

301 
(2001-03) 

 

212 
SRS 

(2007-09) 

Couple 
Protection 
Rate (%) 

 
10.4 

(1971) 
 

22.8 44.1 45.6 40.4(2011) 

Expectation of 
life at  Birth 

(in years) 
-Male 

-Female 
 

 
37.1 
36.1 

(1951) 

 
54.1 
54.7 

 
60.6 
61.7 

(1991-96) 

 
61.8 
63.5 

(1999-03) 

 
62.6 
64.2 

(2002-06) 

Source: Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

 
Following are the theme/ chapter/ constituency specific critiques outlined by women based organisations- 
 

• Health:  
a. Reproductive healthcare remains a significant challenge that needs attention. 
b. Interlinkages can be developed with other schemes to promote convergent services. For instance, schemes like the Public 

Distribution System (PDS), Mid Day Meal and other food subsidy programmes aimed at vulnerable groups of women 
(Antodyaya Scheme) can be interconnected to strengthen the food security at the household level; make PRIs an essential 
player in ensuing the efficacy of these schemes. The PDS can be made effective (e.g. low cost sanitary pads made available 
to women through the PDS). 
 

• Education: 
a.A gender parity index should be evolved for education outcomes and not just for enrolment. 
b. Gender studies should be incorporated into the curriculum and it should also be ensured that adolescent groups are introduced 

to sexuality education. 
c.Committees against sexual harassment should be formed in schools and workplaces. 

 
• Governance: Mere reservation in local self governance is not a sufficient indicator of gender equity. Women need to be 

involved in all planning processes, including financial planning and capacity needs to be built for the same. 
 

It is noted that in terms of focusing on women’s rights, women are often seen as a homogenous category. Prominence should 
be given especially to the rights of single women, women with disabilities, the adolescent age group, and the aged. 

 
• Urbanisation: The Draft Approach Paper has not critically viewed urbanisation from a gender lens. The whole process of 

planning should be gender–sensitive. Urban plans should be designed with special provision of women centric plans for 
livelihood generation. 

 
Also, availability and quality of public amenities and services should be improved considering women as a priority. 
Awareness should be spread among slum dwellers (women) about reproductive health, sanitation, hygiene, etc. There should 
be provision of counselling care centres for women, day care services for working mothers; old age home for single women, 
crèches for children are also required besides meeting the residential needs for single women, short stay home for exigencies, 
temporary shelters for women engaged in construction sites etc. 

 
 
Youth Constituency: Aspects from the Approach Paper to the 12th Five Year Plan 
 

Youth Population Projections (in millions) 

Age Group  2011 2016 2021 2026 
Total 1197 1275 1347 1411 
Below 15 
years  

351 343 337 328 

15- 64 780 854 916 967 
65 + 66 78 94 116 
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Source: Government of India, Economic Survey 2005-06, quoting Office of the Registrar General of India 

  
The Paper predicts the growth of the young population by about 32 percent in the next 20 years and clearly establishes its 
understanding of youth as a labour force for the country as a central argument that it follows. However the Paper positions youth as a 
homogenous entity geared to join the productive forces of the economy and thereby shows lack of imagination. 
 
Though the Paper in its governance section does see a role of youth in social mobilisation for effective implementation of different 
schemes, it fails to make the provision to encourage and include youth in local governance structures. Therefore, the recommendation 
of formulation of a comprehensive youth policy to examine the different concerns of youth through its different intersecting identities 
of class, caste, gender, religion, region etc. is crucial. There is a need to look beyond youth as just an enabling ‘force’ for the socio– 
economic development. 
 
The report notes to look beyond youth as just an enabling ‘force’ for the socio– economic development. The youth policy should 
examine the needs and focus areas of youth, keeping the plurality of its identity in the context, and formulate schemes and 
programmes for larger inclusion and development of youth, 
 
There is also a need for formation of a National Youth Commission to examine and redress specific problems and concerns of the 
youth.  
 
Muslim Expectations from Twelfth Five Year Plan 

 

Religion/Sex-wise Total Population in India  
(2001) 

Religious 
communities Residence Person Male Female 

All Religions Total 1028610328 532156772 496453556 
Hindus Total 827578868 428678554 398900314 

Muslims Total 138188240 71374134 66814106 
Source: Census of India 2001. 

 
Muslims as a minority committee for long has felt deprived of developmental benefits. Therefore, there is a pressing need to bridge 
economic and social gaps that affect the minorities and ensure their protection through minority policies and programme. The Draft 
Approach paper attempts to focus on the issues of Muslims’ development; however this approach seems to be inadequate. 
 
The report notes that the approach paper has ignored the consistent demand for more inclusion of Muslim populated areas under 
Minority concentrated districts for the implementation of The Multi sectoral Development Programme (MSDP) currently applicable in 
90 minority concentrated districts. Besides the Muslims- concentrated districts must be identified on the basis of Muslim Population in 
terms of absolute numbers and not the Muslim population as a percentage of total population, as several deserving districts gets left 
out under this criterion. 
 
The report also points that the Paper didn’t clarify whether MGNREGA will include artistic work also apart from what it already 
states.  
 
The paper ignores the demand for Minority Component Plan on the line of the Schedule Caste Component Plan and Tribal Sub Plan. 
The Paper also fails to mention proper implementation of the Prime Minister’s 15 Point Programme.  
 
A review of the implementation of the government’s policy/ law relating to the three–language formula in schools is needed. Very few 
government schools in the tribal areas have teachers to teach the tribal language. In most government schools that do not have teachers 
for teaching. 
 
 
Critique of 12th FYP Draft Approach Paper from Dalit Perspective and Exclusion 
 
Dalit organisations have noted that “the Approach Paper to the 11th Plan recognised inequalities and divides that needed to be 
addressed, and discussed a number of issues and strategies, such as bridging divides; including the excluded; growth and poverty 
linkages; employment generation; bringing on par SCs, STs, minorities and others left behind; gender balance; balancing private and 
public sector strategy; private sector growth, particularly in labour–intensive areas; promoting village and small enterprises, which 
account for 32 percent of the workforce, etc. None of this is mentioned in the Draft Approach Paper to the 12th Plan.  
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The approach paper has been critiqued for its diligent focus on ‘faster growth’; it has little on promoting inclusion or sustainability. 
Inching forward, Dalit organisations have made suggestions which the Draft Approach Paper can expand on to promote equity and 
inclusion. 
 

• The Draft Approach Paper recognises that SCPs (Special Component Plan) and TSPs (Tribal Sub Plan) have many 
deficiencies in implementation at the states and the Centre. Innovative schemes are needed to promote Dalit and tribal 
ownership and stakeholding in all development sectors through this fund. The unit of planning and monitoring needs 
to be the district level so that schemes may be implemented with better participation and transparency. 

• The state needs to promote massive public education against discrimination and towards equity–inclusion, build greater 
transparency through social audits and public hearings, promote better engagement with educated young people and their 
civil society organisations from marginalised communities in development design and monitoring.  

• Dalit, adivasi and minority intellectuals and entrepreneurs should be invited to evolve strategies for inclusion in high–
priority sectors such as energy, infrastructure building, etc. through new schemes. 

• Given that the President of India has declared 2011–2020 the ‘Decade of Innovation’, with a focus on inclusion, it is 
recommended that funds are set aside for inclusion in innovation and for encouragement in innovation in both technical and 
social sectors from marginalised youth. 

 
 
 
 
North East Constituency Comments on the Draft Approach Paper of the Twelfth Five Year Plan:     
 

State-wise Annual Growth Rate of Per Capita Income in India 
{(At Constant 2004-2005 Prices) (2007-2008 to 2009-2010)} 

(In Percentage) 

States 2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010 
Arunachal Pradesh 10.9 5.8 18 

Assam 2.9 5.4 6.4 
Manipur N.A. N.A. N.A. 

Meghalaya 1.4 3 6.1 
Mizoram 8.2 11.4 11.4 
Nagaland 0.7 N.A. N.A. 
Tripura 5.3 7.4 7.5 
India 8.1 4.8 6.1 

Source : Rajya Sabha Unstarred Question No.853, dated on 03.03.2011. 

North East features in the chapter on social and regional equity in the Approach Paper which emphasises growth strategy, keeping in 
view the ‘special challenges’ of the region.  Thus this section focuses on issues of infrastructure and economic development such as 
hydro electric power generation, a ‘look east’ policy and business opportunities.  
 
However there seems to be an inadequate depiction of the North East and thus a few points should certainly represent more of the 
challenges and possible plans for solutions, perhaps through programmes and projects. Given the peculiarities of the region the need 
for participatory consultative processes between civil society and the government of the region was reiterated several times on various 
occasions in the context of proposals for plans, programmes and projects. This should be internalised deeply within the Approach 
Paper. The Draft Plan has to consider the magnitude of conflict that has occurred and continues to perpetuate issues of social 
imbalances, educational disparities and economic deprivation. One cannot see much of a solution till an all inclusive engagement with 
civil society is considered in the implementation of development process. 
 
Centrally sponsored schemes at the state levels have to be accompanied by strong directives to the states regarding proactive 
disclosure and maintaining a consultative approach with civil society. In this context, the report highlights the role of North Eastern 
Council (NEC) functioning through the Ministry for the Development of the North East Region (MDoNER) and suggests that  NEC to 
go through a role change where a body of relatively younger, positive thinking people should take over the delivery of the 
programmes and schemes. The idea of ‘suitable programmes for the Himalayan region’ must be a fitting one and 
substantiated/justified with appropriate institutional delivery mechanisms through the NEC. The report also says that development of 
the region is not possible without taking into account the articulated concern of the people.  
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People with Disability 
 
According to the report submitted by the above two organisations there are 70 million people with disability in India (7 percent of the 
population), whom the Planning Commission needs to recognise as the first step. Secondly, the Approach Paper uses the very 
derogatory expression ‘differently abled’ instead of ‘persons with disabilities’, as per the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities, which India has signed and ratified. Thirdly, persons with disabilities among tribals, the scheduled castes and 
minorities need to be recognised. There needs to be an inclusive framework across the board and institutional and attitudinal change in 
the programmes and approach of working. There needs to be an emphasis on inclusivity rather than a compartmentalised approach to 
disability. 
 
 
Suggestions are made on the following key points- 
 

• Health: The primary health care programme should have a component on identification and care for persons with disabilities.  
• Education: There is greater emphasis on enrolment and access to schools. However, there needs to be more focus on the 

retention of children with disabilities, quality of education and also support services when we look at inclusive education.  
• Social and Regional Inequality: There needs to be more clarity on disability as a specific group and also the vulnerability 

factor amongst all other groups. There are persons with disabilities amongst SC, ST, minorities, elderly and women. The 
gender discourse has totally alienated women with disabilities. They need mention in the text across the document 

• Transport: Accessible transport service including ramps, freeways, barrier free walkways, use of Braille signage at 
intersections and signals, lifts, building bylaws to confirm to UNCRPD universal design. 

• Rural Transformation: Expansion of the National Finance for Disabled People Cooperation (NFDC) funds for appropriate 
livelihood and rural transformation activities which benefit persons with disabilities. 

• Mentally Disabled: The MOSJE must refer to the Living Independently sections of the recently launched World Disability 
Report 2011 by the World Health Organisation and the World Bank. Excellent country examples are provided therein about 
what all can be done in the community for fostering independent living. These ideas can be adopted for the development of 
proactive programs at the community level, without pushing people into institutions. 

 
Conclusion 
 
In addressing key human rights considerations for groups such as the poor, women, youth, Dalits, Adivasis, people with disability, and 
religious minorities., all the CSO groups rejected GDP growth alone as a goal of planning. Instead, they suggested creating a 
comprehensive real–time database on the marginalisation of and violence against the poor and vulnerable to enable more realistic and 
just planning. They emphasized that the marginalised must be provided with access to essential entitlements and development 
opportunities by increasing investment in public services. For this, the state must ensure transparency and accountability mechanisms 
for people’s participation in monitoring public services. 
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Ponzi Schemes 
Show Failure of 
Formal Banking 
(ET Bureau, Economic Times, 23 
April, 2013) 
 
With the collapse of Kolkata based 
chit-fund entity, Sharadha Group, 
another name has been added to the 
list of dubious Ponzi schemes. Such 
repeated instances of fraudulent 
schemes points out the failure of the 
formal saving and banking system in 
India. 
 
One of the major reasons is that India 
is hugely under-banked. It has less 
than 65 banks, including those that are 
state-owned, privately-owned and 
foreign, to serve a nation of 1.2 billion 
people. America, with less than a third 
of India's population, has more than 
6,000 banks, even after a massive 
financial crisis wiped out several 
institutions. Due to such severe lack 
financial inclusion, the three adverse 
consequences are: 
 
1 With lack of access to any formal 

financial sector, savers are driven 
to parallel markets for savings and 
loans which strengthens the 
informal lending system;  

2 This way a part of savings, at 
least, is diverted from 
economically productive channels 
into the cash economy and  

3 The lack of formal banking 
precludes awareness about 
markets and finance among 
people which makes them 
vulnerable to such fraud schemes. 
 

Therefore the Government needs to 
take steps like issuing more banking 
licences over a period of time and 
allow low-cost technology to merge 
with banking services and provide 
financial inclusion to larger 
population,  including the rural areas 
of India. 
 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
opinion/ponzi-schemes-show-failure-
of-formal-
banking/articleshow/19685574.cms 
Date accessed: 23.4.2013 
(Simi Sunny) 

Economic 
Diplomacy Vital for 
Improving FDI 
(Mohammad Jasim Uddin, The 
Daily Star, 22 April, 2013) 
  

 
 
The author in this article suggests that 
there is a strong link between 
economic diplomacy and FDI of a 
nation. Economic diplomacy plays an 
important role in making a country a 
more attractive destination by 
reducing barriers and inviting 
investments. Looking at Indian 
Economic Diplomacy, Indian 
government has adopted tools like 
liberalizing trade and FDI regime, 
removing caps on FDI in protected 
industries, simplifying FDI approval 
process, initiating BITs, encouraging 
NRIs investment and portfolio capital 
flow, assimilating all information on 
FDI policy at one place, opening 
financial sector and industrial base, 
attracting FDI associated with 
multiple attendant benefits, accessing 
to export markets, etc. 
On the other hand, Chinese economic 
diplomacy employs following tools : 
Marketing investment environment 
globally, encouraging NRCs 
investment, competing among 
provinces with bordered neighbours, 
networking and personal relationships, 
guiding dictionary on industries open 
to FDI, attracting non debt FDI, 
developing China’s west at full blast. 

The author suggests that Bangladesh 
needs to learn from the Indian and 
Chinese examples and needs to 
prioritize on areas where country’s 
gain for long is productive. 
Strengthening economic and 
commercial diplomacy to negotiate 
BITs with as many countries as 

possible is 
crucial. 

Existing BITs 
have to be 

economically 
reviewed. 

Regional, sub-
regional and 

multilateral 
cooperation are 
functional to 
tap investment 

complementarities. In order to attract 
itself as a destination to receive 
comparable amount of FDI inflow, a 
country needs to have a focused FDI 
strategy, like, how much FDI it could 
target within what time, from whom 
and in which sector? Thereafter, 
assessing area-based opportunity and 
deploying economic diplomacy in line 
with it is important. 
 
http://www.thedailystar.net/beta2/new
s/fdi-and-economic-diplomacy/ 
Date Accessed: 22.04.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 

 MNCs and Tax 
Avoidance 
(Sudip Bhattacharyya, Governance 
Now, 19 March 2013) 
 
The article discusses the implications 
of the recent ruling of the income-tax 
appellate tribunal (ITAT) “that a 
significant portion of advertising, 
marketing and promotional (AMP) 
expenses incurred by the Indian arms 
to promote the brand and trademarks 
of the multinational parent firms will 
be taxable in India. Further, Indian tax 
officials have served notices to Nokia, 
Shell, Vodafone and Hindalco for 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/ponzi-schemes-show-failure-of-formal-banking/articleshow/19685574.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/ponzi-schemes-show-failure-of-formal-banking/articleshow/19685574.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/ponzi-schemes-show-failure-of-formal-banking/articleshow/19685574.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/ponzi-schemes-show-failure-of-formal-banking/articleshow/19685574.cms
http://www.thedailystar.net/beta2/news/fdi-and-economic-diplomacy/
http://www.thedailystar.net/beta2/news/fdi-and-economic-diplomacy/


 

 

9 

SECTION 1: THE ECONOMY 

alleged transfer pricing manipulations 
to channelize profits to their 
subsidiaries in low- or zero-tax 
countries. While Vodafone and Shell 
India plan to challenge the tax notices, 
Nokia has argued that it is inconsistent 
with Indian standards of fair play and 
governance, and thus unacceptable. 
Industry lobbies and the media have 
termed the move to issue notices a 
breach of “friendlier and non-
adversarial tax environment”.” 
 
The author of the article argues 
against such opposition and stresses 
that even better and more effective 
methods to tax these MNC’s need to 
be devised who get away with huge 
profits and pay very little or no taxes 
at all. 
 
He highlights examples of  “Indian 
units of global consumer goods firms 
such as Hindustan Unilever, Nestle 
and Colgate-Palmolive which have 
posted returns of over 95%, 110% and 
150%, respectively, on an average 
during the last three years, more than 
double the 35-42% returns reported by 
Indian companies such as Dabur and 
Godrej Consumer (source: the 
Economic Times, August 22, 2012). 
Nestle India is valued at 50 times its 
profits; more than double the ratio of 
its Swiss parent.” 
 
According to the author, “the 
problems in our taxation of 
multinational companies stem mainly 
from the complicated, often 
unworkable, approach used to try to 
determine how much of a 
corporation's worldwide earnings 
relate to its local activities and 
therefore are subject to local tax.” 
 
Given the scenario of tax evasion by 
MNCs world over, there is a dire need 
“for global cooperation and even tax-
sharing arrangements in order to plug 
loopholes and ensure tax compliance. 
An overhaul of global tax rules would 
also overcome constraints of a web of 
bilateral tax treaties that shield MNCs 
now.” 
 
http://www.governancenow.com/view
s/columns/mncs-and-tax-avoidance 
Date Accessed: 17.4.2013 
(Hansa Kaul) 

MGNREGS 
Challenge: Decline 
in Employment and 
Diversion of Fund 

(Girija Shivkumar, The Hindu, 24 
April 2013) 

A recent report of CAG has found 
serious flaws in one of UPA’s largest 
flagship programmes MGNREGS. 
The performance audit, which has 
studied the implementation of this 
prgramme has covered the time period 
of April 2007 to March 2012. The 
scheme was initiated for enhancing 
employment generation amongst the 
unskilled labourers in rural India by 
guaranteeing 100 days of wage-
employment in a financial year. The 
report has found that such 100 days 
wage-employment has reduced to 54 
days in 2009-10 to 43 days in 2011-
12. It has also found huge diversion of 
fund for other uses and possible 
irregularities in wage payments in 
many states in India. Rs 128.23 crores 
have so far been misappropriated and 
CAG has noted ‘significant 
inefficiencies in the implementation of 
annual plans. Of the total works 
amounting to Rs 1,26,961 crore 
approved in the annual plans, only 
30% was completed during audit 
period.’ It has checked a record of 
3848 panchayats in 28 states and four 
Union Territories and found that the 
fault mostly lies with states. The three 
states like Bihar, UP, Maharashtra had 
46% of the rural poor in India and 
have accounted for only 20% of the 
total funds released under the scheme. 
A survey by CAG revealed that 
around 31% of the beneficiaries felt 
that such a scheme has not brought 
any significant change to their lives 
and ‘the poorest of the poor were not 
fully able to exercise their rights under 
MGNREGS.’ 

Date Accessed: 28.4.2013 
(Rakhee Bhattacharya)  
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.governancenow.com/views/columns/mncs-and-tax-avoidance
http://www.governancenow.com/views/columns/mncs-and-tax-avoidance


 

 

10 

SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

POLITICS AND 
GOVERNANCE  

 

Many CM’s Skip 
Meet On Police 
Reforms 
(The Northeast Today, 16 April, 2013) 
 A meeting to evolve a consensus over 
police reforms and public order called 
by the Union Home Minister proved 
to be a low-key affair with several 
chief ministers staying away. Only 
seven chief ministers attended the 
conference. 
The conference was organised to 
discuss the 153 recommendations of 
the Second Administrative Reforms 
Commission (ARC) on police reforms, 
management of public order, reforms 
in the criminal justice system, federal 
crimes and special laws and the role of 
civil society and media in the 
management of public order. 

The chief ministers who were present 
spoke on familiar lines. While the 
Congress chief ministers welcomed 
the recommendations of the ARC, 
those from the opposition disagreed 
with them. “Assam Chief Minister 
Tarun Gogoi said a long-term policing 
solution will need a more extensive 
police presence in hitherto unserved 
areas.” 

Among the opposition-ruled states, 
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar 
said that “the recommendations were 
against the principles of federalism 
and it would be a serious anomaly if 
the police hierarchy is controlled in its 
daily functioning by a plethora of 
authorities, as suggested by the ARC.” 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister J. 
Jayalalithaa opposing the 
recommendations of the ARC said that 
the “proposal of creating a separate 
crime investigation wing with 
exclusive staff was a remedy worse 
than the malady .She also opposed 
deployment of central forces during a 
law and order situation.” 

http://www.northeasttoday.in/natio
nal-news/many-cms-skip-meet-on-
police-reforms-low-key/ 

(Date Accessed 21.04.2013) 
Junty Sharma Pathak 
 
 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

In 1981, India Was 
Home to 22 Percent 
of the World’s 
Poorest People, now 
33 Percent 
(David Lalmalsawma, Reuters, 18 
April, 2013) 
  
A World Bank report titled “The State 
of the Poor: Where are the Poor and 
Where are the Poorest?” has revealed 
that India has 33 percent of the 
world’s poorest 1.2 billion people, 
even though the extreme poverty rate 
dropped from 60 percent of the 
population to 33 percent from 1981 to 
2010. “In 1981, it was home to 22 
percent of the world’s poorest people. 
This means that India accounts for a 
higher proportion of the world’s poor 
than it used to. China was the most 
successful country in helping improve 
its people’s economic condition. Its 
poverty rate fell to 12 percent of the 
population in 2010 from 84 percent in 
1981. Sub-Saharan Africa is the only 
region in the world where the number 
of poor has risen steadily, despite a 
decrease in poverty rate from 51 
percent in 1981 to 48 percent in 
2010.” 
 
http://blogs.reuters.com/india/2013/04
/18/thirty-three-percent-of-worlds-
poorest-live-in-india/ 
(Date accessed: 22.04.2013) 
Karishma Mutreja 
  

Land Bill: Boon or 
Bane? 
(R Jagannathan, Firstpost, 23 April, 
2013) 
  
According to author, the Land 
Acquisition Bill is an effort to 
redistribute wealth from the urban rich 
to the rural landed rich – but the 

biggest beneficiaries will be 
politicians and middlemen. The Indian 
citizens will end up losing as the 
industrialists will compensate for 
costlier land with fewer jobs and more 
automation. Barring some additional 
features – like allowing the 
government to compensate land-
owners even more in case it acquires 
land already sold to private parties, 
and a new provision to allow land to 
be leased instead of bought – the 
revised Bill will not do anything to 
lessen the damage of the original one 
cleared by the cabinet. The original 
Bill will retain most of its features 
including acquiring land at four times 
the market price in rural areas and 
twice the market rate in urban areas, 
apart from forcing buyers to 
rehabilitate and resettle both 
landowners and people working on the 
land in any capacity, among other 
things. The author argues that an 
entirely new bureaucracy will be 
created for the purpose of making land 
related decisions in all states. The land 
mafia – which means essentially 
politicians and builders and criminal 
elements – will control the availability 
of land to anyone who needs them. 
Opportunities for rent-seeking will 
zoom. The Land Bill has been 
designed only by keeping rural 
undeveloped market in mind. So when 
it is extended to places where the 
market already operates (as in Punjab, 
where land prices have “quintupled”) 
a further doubling or quadrupling of 
the price can only result in windfall 
gains to a bunch of vested landed 
interests. 
  
http://www.firstpost.com/economy/lan
d-bill-why-the-upa-is-so-keen-to-help-
land-sharks-721195.html 
Date Accessed: 24.04.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.northeasttoday.in/national-news/many-cms-skip-meet-on-police-reforms-low-key/
http://www.northeasttoday.in/national-news/many-cms-skip-meet-on-police-reforms-low-key/
http://www.northeasttoday.in/national-news/many-cms-skip-meet-on-police-reforms-low-key/
http://www.northeasttoday.in/national-news/many-cms-skip-meet-on-police-reforms-low-key/
http://blogs.reuters.com/india/2013/04/18/thirty-three-percent-of-worlds-poorest-live-in-india/
http://blogs.reuters.com/india/2013/04/18/thirty-three-percent-of-worlds-poorest-live-in-india/
http://blogs.reuters.com/india/2013/04/18/thirty-three-percent-of-worlds-poorest-live-in-india/
http://www.firstpost.com/economy/land-bill-why-the-upa-is-so-keen-to-help-land-sharks-721195.html
http://www.firstpost.com/economy/land-bill-why-the-upa-is-so-keen-to-help-land-sharks-721195.html
http://www.firstpost.com/economy/land-bill-why-the-upa-is-so-keen-to-help-land-sharks-721195.html
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The New Land Bill 
Needed to Remove 
Roadblock in 
Industrial Progress 
(Editorial, Hindustan Times, 22 
April, 2013) 
 
The article calls for the immediate 
passage of the new land acquisition 
bill for higher growth trajectory for 
the economy. According to estimates 
over Rs. 7 lakh crore worth of 
industrial projects lay stalled across 
the country due to problems in 
acquisition of land. 
The Right to Fair Compensation and 
Transparency in Land Acquisition, 
Rehabilitation and Resettlement, 2012, 
if passed, will replace the draconian 
Land Acquisition Act, 1894. The bill 
has been framed with an attempt to 
ensure fair and equitable 
compensation and transparency in the 
land acquisition process. “Currently, 
forced acquisitions, the absence of 
safeguards against misuse, inadequate 
resettlement & rehabilitation 
provisions for displaced farmers, and 
absurdly low rates of compensation 
often lead to long-drawn-out litigation, 
making land acquisition an 
inordinately lengthy process.” This 
results in delay of development work 
and industrial expansion. 
The new bill also gives an opportunity 
to farmers and other land owners to 
take rational decisions since 
“compensating farmers and  other land 
owners at market rates will, over time, 
encourage many more people to 
migrate from their almost fatal 
dependence on land to other 
potentially more rewarding economic 
activity — like salaried jobs, trading 
and even industry.” 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/View
sSectionPage/Editorials/Finally-
gaining-ground/Article1-
1048692.aspx 
Date accessed: 23.4.2013 
(Simi Sunny) 
 
 
 
 
 

India Ranks Last in 
Intellectual 
Property Protection 
(Miti Sathe, Free Enterprise, 13 
March, 2013) 

  
While India’s economic ascent has 
been nothing short of miraculous, it is 
imperative that India take into account 
the importance of ensuring adequate 
IP rights as they consider expanding 
their trade and investment 
relationships globally. Much of India’s 
success has been a product of 
increased domestic and foreign 
investment. However, due to 
inadequate protections for IP, many 
businesses investing capital in India 
face serious challenges that undermine 
the companies’ ability to compete and 
succeed in this vital market. While 
insufficient enactment of enforcement 
of IP rights dissuades foreign 
investment, the instability of India’s 
IP system also limits growth and 
opportunities for India’s domestic 
creative and innovative industries. 
According to Measuring Momentum, 
the International IP index released by 
the U.S. Chamber’s Global 
Intellectual Property Center, India 
falls last out of 11 countries surveyed 

including US, UK, Canada, Australia, 
etc.   
There have been a few positive 
developments in the IP space like 
release of the Draft National IPR 
Strategy and expansion of ex-officio 
authority. But overall, there have been 
repeated erosions of the IP climate.  

 
 
 
 

Even the Copyright Bill, which in 
theory was a positive step, largely 
ignored industry’s call to increase IP 
protection. There is significant 
untapped potential if the government 
passes adequate laws to counter the 
rampant piracy, both physical and via 
the internet. 
India has proven to be an open and 
innovative economy. Stronger 
protection of IP throughout India will 
benefit India’s citizens with greater 
choices and opportunities. 
 
http://www.freeenterprise.com/intellec
tual-property/india-its-own-worst-
enemy?utm_source=Taboola&utm_m
edium=Article_RSS_Feed&utm_camp
aign=OngoingPaid 
Date Accessed: 23.04.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/ViewsSectionPage/Editorials/Finally-gaining-ground/Article1-1048692.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/ViewsSectionPage/Editorials/Finally-gaining-ground/Article1-1048692.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/ViewsSectionPage/Editorials/Finally-gaining-ground/Article1-1048692.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/ViewsSectionPage/Editorials/Finally-gaining-ground/Article1-1048692.aspx
http://www.freeenterprise.com/intellectual-property/india-its-own-worst-enemy?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=Article_RSS_Feed&utm_campaign=OngoingPaid
http://www.freeenterprise.com/intellectual-property/india-its-own-worst-enemy?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=Article_RSS_Feed&utm_campaign=OngoingPaid
http://www.freeenterprise.com/intellectual-property/india-its-own-worst-enemy?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=Article_RSS_Feed&utm_campaign=OngoingPaid
http://www.freeenterprise.com/intellectual-property/india-its-own-worst-enemy?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=Article_RSS_Feed&utm_campaign=OngoingPaid
http://www.freeenterprise.com/intellectual-property/india-its-own-worst-enemy?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=Article_RSS_Feed&utm_campaign=OngoingPaid
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EDUCATION 

HRD Ministry 
Shortlists Private 
Players to Open 
PPP Model Schools 
(Prashant K.Nanda, Live Mint, 23 
April, 2013) 
 
In a crucial first step towards 
partnering with private organizations 
to open schools, the human resource 
development (HRD) ministry has 
short-listed 65 private organizations to 
open so-called model schools. Under 
the model school scheme, the 
government aims to set up 6,000 
model schools akin to Kendriya 
Vidyalayas (Central Schools). Of 
these, 2,500 will be set up with private 
partnership and the rest by the 
government with the support of state 
governments. While the government 
will set up these model schools in 
economically backward areas, the PPP 
schools will come up in richer blocks. 
Private entities will procure the land, 
and design, develop, operate and 
manage the schools. The government 
will offer a 25% infrastructure grant 
and the recurring cost of education for 
students sponsored by it. Under the 
Right to Education Act that promotes 
compulsory schooling, at least 25% of 
a school’s students can belong to 
underprivileged families and will be 
entitled to free education. According 
to stakeholders, this decision will 
“create higher delivery capacity” in 
the school sector. 
 
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/n13
eaSA9JnXZkFV1pBoOEJ/ITCILFSE
ducation-others-in-shortlist-for-
opening-model.html 
(Date accessed: 22.04.2013) 
Karishma Mutreja 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEALTH 
 

High Child 
Mortality Rate 
Cause of Concern 
in Assam 
(Sanjoy Ray, The Assam Tribune, 21 
April, 2013) 
 
Health experts working with the 
Assam State Government on child 
health have pointed out that more than 
infant mortality (babies below one 
year); reducing new-born mortality 
stands as the biggest challenge before 
the States Health Department. 
 
 According to the latest estimates, an 
estimated 6.6 lakh babies are born in 
the State annually, out of which over 
30,000 babies are born with severe 
health complications which lead to 
their death within a year. Out of the 
30,000 babies, nearly 20,000 die 
within four weeks of their birth, 
mostly due to respiratory and other 
infection-related complications. 
Experts say that a large number of 
babies are born with birth asphyxia 
(respiratory problem) and many get 
infection within minutes of their birth 
which makes it virtually impossible to 
save them. 
 
The underlying cause appeared to be 
low birth weight and premature birth 
of the baby, which makes infants more 
vulnerable to pneumonia and 
diarrhoea, which in turn is one of the 
major cause of death of infants in the 
state. However health experts say that 
malnutrition cannot be termed as the 
direct factor but it apparently 
compliments the complications a child 
is born with. 
 
http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/
detailsnew.asp?id=apr2213/at09 
(Date Accessed 21.04.2013) 
Junty Sharma Pathak 
 
 
 

Achieving Global 
Vaccination by 
2020 can Save 20 
Million Lives 
(Sarah Morrison, The Independent, 
21 April, 2013) 
 
The global push to immunise all 
babies against vaccine-preventable 
diseases is stagnating and millions are 
being left unprotected against a range 
of illnesses. Around 20 per cent of 
children are unreached by vaccines. 
According to health experts this 
number is too high and we need 
universal coverage of nearly 100 per 
cent. “Around half of the world's 
unvaccinated children live in three 
countries: India, Indonesia and 
Nigeria.  Experts say, the main reason 
babies are not vaccinated is no longer 
down to cost but rather down to 
conflict, disparities between countries 
and a lack of political will. There are 
also vaccination myths to dispel.” 
 
UNICEF, the largest buyer of vaccines 
in the world, reaches four out of five 
children, but the fifth child usually 
belongs to underserved populations 
and disadvantaged groups.  Therefore, 
according to Jos Vandelaer, chief of 
immunisation at Unicef, we have to 
look at where these unimmunised 
children are geographically, 
understand why they're not reached, 
and then tailor solutions accordingly, 
if we are to achieve 100 per cent 
immunization. 
 
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-
style/health-and-families/health-
news/worldwide-20-per-cent-of-
children-go-unvaccinated-
8581495.html 
  
(Date accessed: 22.04.2013) 
Karishma Mutreja 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/n13eaSA9JnXZkFV1pBoOEJ/ITCILFSEducation-others-in-shortlist-for-opening-model.html
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http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/worldwide-20-per-cent-of-children-go-unvaccinated-8581495.html
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http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/worldwide-20-per-cent-of-children-go-unvaccinated-8581495.html
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Tamil Nadu’s 
Deceased Donor 
Organ Retrieval 
Programme: A 
Replicable Model 
(The Hindu, 16 April, 2013) 
 
Tamil Nadu, a state once notorious for 
its kidney trade, is showing how 
transparent, state-led initiatives can 
curb organ trade. The state’s deceased 
donor organ retrieval programme, with 
its socially minded doctors, supportive 
government and transparency, has 
encouraged many to donate organs of 
their kin who suffer brain stem death. 
Tamil Nadu contributes to nearly half 
of donations from the deceased in 
India. The model has been featured by 
the British Medical Journal as a 
replicable framework. The design is 
notable in that it requires the hospitals 
conducting transplant to register with 
state authority, offer counselling, 
submit records of transplants and state 
their charges. 
 
In many parts of the country, organ 
trade thrives by exploiting a clause in 
the Transplantation of Human Organs 
Act that allows living, unrelated 
people to be donors. This should be 
countered by promoting the cadaver 
donation model. Tamil Nadu too can 
strengthen its model by improving 
facilities to maintain cadavers in 
hospitals and training doctors. 
 
On one hand, the major supply of 
cadaveric organs comes from road 
accidents that kill more than 134000 
people a year. On the other hand, 
organ demand is rising due to “weak 
preventive measures and treatment 
access for diabetes and hypertension. 
Free public provision of dialysis, 
which is currently unaffordable in the 
private sector to most patients, can 
help many with end-stage kidney 
disease. Curbing organ commerce 
needs a national initiative.” 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/edit
orial/not-for-sale/article4624063.ece 
Date Accessed: 20.04.2013 

(Amrutha Jose) 
 

URBAN 
 

Need to Revamp 
Street Lighting 
(The Hindu, 19 April, 2013) 
 
Street lighting is the most ignored 
urban service. The inadequate public 
lighting in most cities has led to poor 
road safety conditions and loss of 
precious energy. After Justice Verma 
Committee recommended, in the 
aftermath of the shameful Delhi rape, 
to provide ‘street lighting 
everywhere,’ the Ministry of Urban 
Development has sent advisory to all 
States to strengthen public lighting in 
their cities. 
 
Local bodies are expected to provide 
lights every 40 metres and the level of 
illumination has to be a minimum of 
35 lux. While many cities claim to 
have adhered to this norm, large 
numbers of street lights do not 
function properly. “For instance, in 
Karnataka towns, about 30 per cent of 
the street lights are dysfunctional.” It 
is evident from the estimate of the 
high powered expert committee on 
urban infrastructure services that there 
exists an unmet demand for improved 
public lighting, valued at Rs.9,594 
crore. 
 
Performance is also a concern. Street 
lights consume a total of 6,131 million 
kilowatt-hours in a year (Bureau of 
Energy Efficiency, 2007-08 figure), a 
quarter of which could easily be 
reduced. Many cities continue to use 
Mercury and Sodium vapour lamps, 
which should be replaced by LED 
lamps, which have a better life of 
about 50,000 hours and are highly 
efficient. The lighting system also 
needs innovation. If we use smart 
systems “which adjust operational 
time according to ambient lighting 
conditions, modify intensity during 
lean traffic and correct voltage, cities 
could save about 20 per cent in 
energy”. While revamping street 
lighting would entail higher capital 
cost, the savings in operational and 

maintenance expenditure would offset 
this quickly. More importantly, 
efficiently lit streets would create a 
safe and sustainable city. 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/edit
orial/on-the-bright-
side/article4634186.ece 
Date Accessed: 20.04.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 

Transformative 
Impact of 
JNNURM 
(Dr Sudhir Krishna, The Echo of 
India, 23 April, 2013) 

Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban 
Renewal Mission (JNNURM) was 
launched in 2005 for a duration of 7 
years with an aim to encourage urban 
level reforms and fast track planned 
infrastructure development of 
identified “mission cities”. A total of 
65 cities were selected on the basis of 
population or them being State 
capitals, or having certain additional 
features. Under this mission, these 
selected cities receive financial 
assistance for specific project 
planning, development and 
implementation for projects of water 
supply, sewerage, drainage, solid 
waste, urban transport, urban renewal, 
heritage preservation and slum 
improvement. This flagship program 
has been successful in providing a 
strong boost to investments in urban 
sector and incentivized cities to 
develop sustainable investment 
frameworks. This mission has helped 
raise awareness and concern about 
problems of urban growth and 
management. It has actively advocated 
the role of Public Private Partnership 
(PPP) and with the launch of 
JNNURM, both the macro-
environment as well as project-level 
micro environment is becoming more 
and more friendly for PPPs in the 
urban sector. In urban centres, it has 
led to improved quality of life of the 
populace as better connectivity within 
the city and improved transport 
infrastructure has helped in reducing 
traffic congestion, improved 
accessibility and safe mobility along 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/not-for-sale/article4624063.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/not-for-sale/article4624063.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/on-the-bright-side/article4634186.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/on-the-bright-side/article4634186.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/on-the-bright-side/article4634186.ece
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with safe and comfortable circulation 
in city by affordable public transport 
for all. The JNNURM projects have 
also increased the city’s capacity to 
handle rainwater through better 
drainage. The JNNURM project has 
also partially contributes to achieving 
the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) like providing sustainable 
access to safe drinking water and basic 
sanitation, ensuring environmental 
sustainability and the eradication of 
slums and to achieve significant 
improvement in the lives. 

http://echoofindia.com/reflex-
action/transformative-impact-jnnurm-
28120 
Date Accessed: 24.04.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 
 

LABOUR 
 

Protecting India’s 
Migrants 
(The Hindu, 24 April, 2013) 
  
A new ILO based report on forced 
labour and human trafficking in the 
Middle East attempts to quantify the 
scale of the problem of human 
trafficking for labour exploitation. 
This problem is particularly 
worrisome in West Asia and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council region, given the 
scale of labour migration and the 
prevalence of opaque and exploitative 
regulatory systems.   
 
The report puts the estimated number 
of victims of forced labour in the 
region at 6,00,000 people. These 
numbers have a huge significance for 
India, which accounts for a major 
chunk of the labour force there. There 
emerges a close relationship between 
human trafficking and labour 
migration, and the report also 
highlights the failures in labour 
migration governance systems are 
allowing trafficking to persist. In order 
to manage the influx, many countries 
in the region rely on kafala, or the 
sponsorship system, that creates an 
unequal power dynamic between 
employer and worker as it determines 

the latter’s terms of residence and 
employment. At present, this system 
governs the lives of most of the 
migrant workers, who cannot leave 
their employers. Thus, loopholes and 
deficits in labour law coverage 
reinforce underlying vulnerabilities. 
Even where legal redress is provided 
for under national law, and human 
trafficking is criminalised and 
punishable, there have been few 
prosecutions. 
 
In such a situation, there is first of all 
a need to regulate and control the role 
of recruiting agencies that very often 
overlook the interests of migrants 
while pursuing their own agendas. The 
Gulf states need to get more serious 
about implementing labour protection 
measures, and giving all expatriate 
workers a better deal in wages, 
housing, and health. Even the 
recommendations made by the 2008 
Abu Dhabi Declaration remain largely 
on paper.  India should take into 
account these concerns while firming 
up the provisions of its new 
emigration bill and signing any new 
bilateral agreements with countries of 
the region. 
  
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/edit
orial/protecting-indias-
migrants/article4647773.ece 
Date Accessed: 24.04.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 
 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

Declining Sparrows 
(Frontline, 03 May 2013) 
  
A survey by the Bombay Natural 
History Society (BNHS) was 
conducted online last year using inputs 
from amateur naturalists on the 
decline in number of sparrows 
(commonly referred to as the Citizen 
Sparrow) in the country. About 25 
percent of the participants were from 
towns and villages and the rest from 
big cities. “According to the findings, 
sparrows are seen in fewer places now 
than they were before 2005. Where 
they are still found, the numbers are 
lower than earlier and fewer nests are 

seen as well.” There are regional 
variations to the sparrow population. 
Reports of large sparrow flocks came 
from north-western and north eastern 
regions such as Gujarat, Maharashtra , 
Assam and also from Central India 
including Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh. 
Among the cities, Mumbai tops the list 
in most number of sparrows. In 
general, rural areas are doing better 
than urban areas. “The BNHS 
surmised that there were certain 
aspects such as the type of human 
dwellings, eating and buying habits of 
people and land use that could be 
affecting the availability of shelter and 
food for the sparrow.” 
  
http://www.frontline.in/other/data-
card/flight-of-
sparrows/article4613807.ece?homepag
e=true 
Date Accessed: 22.04.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
 

Climate Change is 
here 
(Postnoon, 22 April, 2013) 
  
Global warming is fast becoming a 
reality with temperatures projected to 
rise 0.6 to 4 degrees Celsius by the 
end of the 21st century. “Hotter climes 
will also increase the number of heat-
related fatalities. According to WHO, 
high temperatures also raise the levels 
of ozone and other pollutants in the air 
that exacerbate cardiovascular and 
respiratory diseases.” 
 
A study conducted by KS Kavi Kumar 
of the Madras School of Economics 
and Jyoti Parikh of the Indira Gandhi 
Institute of Development Research 
states that in the coming two decades  
“the temperature in India will rise by 
1.7° to 2°Celsius, a 2010 Indian 
Network for Climate Change 
Assessment study said. A 2° Celsius 
increase in temperature can cause 
wheat yields to reduce by 37 to 58 per 
cent.Each 1 degree Celsius increase in 
temperature will reduce rice yields by 
6 per cent.”  The resulting increase in 
temperature in India is likely to reduce 
rice yields by 6 percent. It will also 
lead to increased precipitation, wild 
weather, a rise in sea levels and food 

http://echoofindia.com/reflex-action/transformative-impact-jnnurm-28120
http://echoofindia.com/reflex-action/transformative-impact-jnnurm-28120
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shortages due to reduced farm output. 
Many low lying islands in the 
Sunderbans have already become 
submerged due to rising water levels. 
It has also been seen that the levels 
have risen much faster than predicted. 
“The rise would salinate coastal 
groundwater, endanger wetlands and 
inundate valuable land and coastal 
communities. The most vulnerable 
areas in India are Khambat and Kutch 
in Gujarat, Mumbai and parts of the 
Konkan coast and south Kerala.” 
Extreme weather conditions such as 
flooding hurricanes and wildfires are 
likely to become more frequent. “$75 
billion will be needed each year to 
adapt to the effects of climate change, 
such as sea-level rise, tropical 
diseases, and agricultural decline, 
states a 2010 World Bank report.” 

http://postnoon.com/2013/04/22/chang
e-is-here-global-warming-in-
numbers/121294 
Date Accessed: 23.04.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
 

Manipur Ecological 
and Environment 
Protection 
Association 
Demands protection 
of Forests under the 
Recognition of 
Forest Rights, 2006 
(E-Pao, 23 April, 2013) 
  
The Manipur Ecological and 
Environment Protection Association 
(MEEPA) has urged the State as well 
as the Central Government to give 
protection to forests under the 
Recognition of Forest Rights, 2006. 
The practice of felling down trees is 
having a direct impact on human 
being. 7/10th of the total land of the 
State is in the hill and the state is 
witnessing random clearing of forests 
for various traditional purposes, even 
reserved areas are being cleared 
randomly.  This has resulted in 
unusual change in the ecological 

system. According to the president of 
MEEPA, Th Gogonbihari, many of the 
population of the State are still lacking 
awareness on the protection of forests. 
Therefore, he has stressed on the need 
to spread awareness on forest 
protection among the people. 
“Asserting that the State Government 
should monitor human settlement in 
forest area, Gogonhihari forewarned 
that the State would witness 
unprecedented ecological imbalance in 
few years time.” 
  
http://e-
pao.net/GP.asp?src=15..230413.apr13 
(Date accessed: 22.04.2013) 
Karishma Mutreja 
 

GLOBALIZATION 

Changes in H-1B 
Visas to Affect 
Indian IT Firms 
(Deccan Herald, 17 April, 2013) 
 
The article discusses how the 
proposed changes in the issuing of H-
1B visas, will badly affect the Indian 
IT firms which depend heavily on 
these highly sought after US work 
visas. 
 
“The changes under the 
Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
(CIR) have put a curb on use of H-1B 
visa for those companies which have a 
higher ratio of work force under this 
category and most of the Indian 
companies will fall under this 
classification. The companies will also 
have to shell out more fee to get an H-
1B visa, if the draft legislation is 
cleared by the Congress and is signed 
into law by the US President. “ 
“In case of companies like TCS, 
Wipro and Infosys, which are 
headquartered in India having large 
off-site offices back home and depend 
on a small strength in the US, will be 
affected by such a provision. The bill 
proposes that in the fiscal year 2014, 
companies will be banned from 
bringing in any additional workers if 
more than 75 per cent of their workers 
are H-1B or L-1 employees.” 

This provision is in accordance with 
the US plan based on the 'Border 
Security, Economic Opportunity and 
Immigration Modernisation Act of 
2013' to crack down on use of H-1B 
and L visas to outsource American 
jobs by prohibiting companies, whose 
US workforce largely consists of 
foreign guest workers, from obtaining 
additional H-1B and L visas. The bill 
also “restrains employers from 
recruiting or giving preference to H-
1B or OPT workers over American 
workers.” 
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/
326539/changes-h1b-visas-affect-
indian.html 
Date Accessed: 21.4.2013 
(Hansa Kaul) 
 
 

AGRICULTURE 

 
New Green 
Revolution: 
Vegetables Driving 
Indian Agricultural 
Growth 
(Richard Mahapatra, Down To 
Earth, 15 April, 2013) 
 
The rising demand for vegetables has 
opened a money-making opportunity 
for small farmers who earlier preferred 
growing staple crops like rice or 
potatoes. Due to recurring droughts 
and declining productivity of staple 
crops, farmers are enthusiastically 
turning to short-duration crops such 
that in couple of years India has 
become the second largest producer of 
vegetables after China. 
Due to a booming vegetable market 
many farmers have even quit 
cultivation of paddy and other staple 
green crops. Shivendra Kumar, head 
of the Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research (ICAR), Eastern Region, in 
Patna says, “By growing vegetables, 
the tribal population is not only 
earning a handsome profit, lately they 
have also started regularly including 
the nutritious greens in their diet.” 

http://postnoon.com/2013/04/22/change-is-here-global-warming-in-numbers/121294
http://postnoon.com/2013/04/22/change-is-here-global-warming-in-numbers/121294
http://postnoon.com/2013/04/22/change-is-here-global-warming-in-numbers/121294
http://e-pao.net/GP.asp?src=15..230413.apr13
http://e-pao.net/GP.asp?src=15..230413.apr13
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/326539/changes-h1b-visas-affect-indian.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/326539/changes-h1b-visas-affect-indian.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/326539/changes-h1b-visas-affect-indian.html
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The early shift to vegetables was to 
exploit the price rise.  States like 
Jharkhand, Jammu and Kashmir, 
Madhya Pradesh and Odisha that 
witness frequent droughts reported the 
first significant switchover. Another 
factor pushing farmers to switch is the 
shrinking farm size. “Staple crops like 
wheat and paddy are less productive 
and thus less profitable when grown 
on small farms. In such a situation, a 
farmer can increase yield only by 
using high-cost farm inputs. Besides, 
cereal crops require assured irrigation. 
Given that 60 per cent of India’s 
farmland is rain-fed, farmers are not 
willing to take the risk.” 
 
Currently small farmers contribute 70 
percent of the total vegetable produced 
in the country while they own just 44 
percent of land. “The Planning 
Commission estimates show that the 
growth of vegetable production has 
been consistent: 0.49 per cent in 2007-
08, 1.69 per cent in 2008-09 and 6.4 
per cent in 2010-11. In 2011-12 its 
growth came down to three per cent. 
Yet it was the highest and three times 
more than that of fruits.” The demand 
for vegetables is expected to rise at 4-
5 per cent per annum over the next 15 
years. To meet the demand as well as 
help the agriculture sector achieve the 
desired four per cent growth during 
the 12th Plan period, the vegetable 
sector must grow by 7.5 per cent till 
2017. It is time we realize that 
vegetable growth now critically 
decides the country’s overall 
agricultural growth. As the 
government extends Green 
Revolution, it may not be sustained 
without taking care of the vegetable 
surge. 
 
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/conten
t/veggies-delight?page=0,2 
Date accessed: 23.4.2013 
(Simi Sunny) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAW AND JUSTICE 

 
The Plight of the 
Undertrials 
(The Economic and Political Weekly, 
20 April 2013) 
 
In March the Supreme Court 
commented on the problem of 
undertrials languishing in jails and the 
situation is especially alarming in 
states like Andhra Pradesh, Bihar and 
Meghalaya, where the percentage of 
undertrials exceeds 80%. “According 
to the latest data from the National 
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), of 
the 3,22,000 prisoners in India (2011 
figures), 2,23,000 or 64.7% are 
undertrials. In Jammu and Kashmir, 
Manipur and Delhi it is over 70%.” 
“Apart from overcrowding and the 
terrible conditions prevailing in most 
jails, the men and women incarcerated 
for long periods are being denied their 
fundamental rights. Given that a large 
number of them are poor, indigent, 
illiterate or semi-literate, they remain 
unaware of their rights. They do not 
know, for instance, that they are 
entitled to free legal aid.” Recently 
even the union home ministry sent out 
an advisory to all states and union 
territories in which it pointed out that 
“the lack of adequate legal aid and a 
general lack of awareness about rights 
of arrestees are principal reasons for 
the continued detention of individuals 
accused of bailable offences, where 
bail is a matter of right and where an 
order of detention is supposed to be an 
aberration”. 
“The problems of the people 
wrongfully detained are compounded 
when jail authorities refuse to release 
information. Recently, the former 
central information commissioner, 
Shailesh Gandhi, had to appeal to the 
Maharashtra’s information 
commissioner to ensure that the 43 
prisons in the state put information in 
the public domain about the number of 
undertrials in their prisons who have 
already served half the maximum 
sentence for the crime for which they 
have been charged. This effort is quite 
a significant move because it attempts 

to institutionalise transparency so that 
the families of these undertrials can 
seek their release.” 
The release of such undertrials might 
appear to be a small step in the face of 
the virtually insurmountable problems 
facing the Indian judicial system, but 
it might go a long way in reinstating a 
sense of confidence of the people in 
the country’s justice system. 
 
http://www.epw.in/editorials/aberratio
n-norm.html 
Date Accessed: 21.4.2013 
(Hansa Kaul) 
 
 
  

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/veggies-delight?page=0,2
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/veggies-delight?page=0,2
http://www.epw.in/editorials/aberration-norm.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/aberration-norm.html


 

 

17 

SECTION 3: SOCIETY 

GENDER 
 

Daughter Deficit in 
Kerala 
(Frontline, 03 May 2013 (Print 
Edition) 
Kerala has long been considered to be 
exception to the  national trend of bias 
against daughters and the 2011 
Census, indicates that “Kerala had 
1,084 females for every 1,000 males 
in the entire population, up from 1,058 
females per 1,000 males a decade 
earlier.” However several scholars say 
that the child sex ratio (CSR) in the 
under six population is falling in the 
State. They point out to the 
diminishing status of women in the 
region referring to a rise in the dowry 
system, instances of crimes against 
women and women’s marginalisation 
from paid employment. With an 
increase in private hospitals and 
diagnostic services, one can also see a 
rapid rise in caesareans and 
hysterectomies, along with the number 
of abortions. There has been a drop in 
fertility rate and rise in the sterilisation 
rate. 

Despite these evidence, the “Kerala 
unit of the Indian Medical Association 
(IMA) denied that sex-selective 
abortions were being resorted to in the 
State.” However, some argue that the 
demographers who suggest sex 
selection as a possibility “made a 
mistake by concentrating on the 
decline in the child sex ratio in 1991 
alone, whereas a similar decline could 
be noticed in the 1981 Census too, 
representing a period when the 
technology for sex-selective abortions 
was not available in the State.” 

A recent study titled “Child sex ratio 
in Kerala” by M. Kabir, former Head 
of the Department of Economics of 
the Government College for Women, 
Thiruvananthapuram, and K. 
Pushpangadan, formerly a Professor at 
the Centre for Development Studies 
(CDS) suggests that inter-district data 
does not provide adequate proof of 
favourable gender equality in Kerala. 
According to the report, sex ratio 
declined from 976 to 958 in the period 

from 1971 to 1991, and then showed a 
marginal increase to 960 in 2001, 
falling again to 959 in 2011. Though 
female deficit in the 0-6 age group 
increased in six districts of the state, 
Palakkad district of Tamil Nadu has 
seen a steady decline. The trend of 
low child sex ratio is spreading to 
several taluks of the State. Female 
mortality between the age group of 0-
6 yrs has also been increasing from 
1981 onwards. 

While the sex ratio at birth in the State 
is within the internationally accepted 
‘normal’ range, there has been a 
decline in all districts. Instead of the 
argument of sex selection, the report 
tries to emphasise discrimination 
against girl children as a reason for the 
demographic trends, a possibility that 
has not been explored in Kerala yet. 
However, the report has not been able 
to adequately answer the questions 
relating to declining CSR and fresh 
enquiries are still needed. 
  
http://www.frontline.in/social-
issues/daughter-
deficit/article4610724.ece?homepage=
true 
Date Accessed: 22.04.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
  

DEMOGRAPHY 
 

In 2020, India will 
be the World's 
Youngest Country 
(Dilnaz Boga, DNA, 18 April, 2013) 
 
The UN-HABITAT Global Urban 
Youth Research Network’s report, 
‘The State of the Urban Youth India 
2012: Employment, Livelihoods, 
Skills’ was published by Mumbai-
based IRIS Knowledge Foundation. 
The report says that, in about seven 
years the median age in India will be 
29 years, making it the youngest 
country in the world. The report 
focuses on youth employment and 
livelihoods in urban India on the basis 
of a three city survey. 
 

Undernourishment is highest among 
youth, with almost half of the youth 
being in urban areas. Poor nutrition is 
related to income, and one-fifth of 
urban India lives in poverty. In large 
cities the disparity in wealth between 
the slum and non-slum areas is evident 
from the higher incidence of 
abnormally thin youth in slum 
population. Another trend points at the 
higher levels of anaemia among 
married women, thus revealing their 
lack of access to nutritious food. Also, 
women were found to have higher 
levels of anaemia, which is 
“symptomatic of the bias against 
women in society”. 
 
Prevalence of HIV/AIDS was found to 
be almost double among urban youth 
when compared to rural youth; within 
urban areas, it is higher among men 
than women. 
 
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/18238
54/report-in-2020-india-will-be-the-
world-s-youngest-country 
Date Accessed: 19.04.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.frontline.in/social-issues/daughter-deficit/article4610724.ece?homepage=true
http://www.frontline.in/social-issues/daughter-deficit/article4610724.ece?homepage=true
http://www.frontline.in/social-issues/daughter-deficit/article4610724.ece?homepage=true
http://www.frontline.in/social-issues/daughter-deficit/article4610724.ece?homepage=true
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/1823854/report-in-2020-india-will-be-the-world-s-youngest-country
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/1823854/report-in-2020-india-will-be-the-world-s-youngest-country
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INDIA IN THE 
WORLD 
Need for India and 
China to Demarcate 
their Borders 
Amicably 
(The Economic Times, 26 April 2013; 
India Today, 25 April 2013) 
  
The Defence Ministry has informed 
the Parliament that along the 
unresolved 4,057-km Line of Actual 
Control, Chinese troops have crossed 
over into Indian territory 478 times in 
the last two years. The increasingly 
aggressive behaviour of the 2.5 
million-strong People’s Liberation 
Army has become a major cause of 
worry since it is being seen as an 
effort to keep India under pressure. 
 
The Indian government has however, 
played down the issue by maintaining 
that the transgressions took place due 
to "differing perceptions" about where 
the LAC actually lies. Therefore it has 
become crucial for both the countries 
to demarcate the borders with each 
other amicably. 
 
Aksai Chin, the area between Kashmir 
and Xinjiang,has been an  undefined 
area after the British transfer of power 
in 1947. It was retained by China after 
the 1962 war as a passage between 
Tibet and Xinjiang. It has been argued 
that there is need to accept this as the 
actual border between the two nations 
and that India must shed its delusions 
about getting Beijing to cede Aksai 
Chin formally to it. This would make 
it easier to draw a bilateral boundary 
agreement between the countries and 
resolve the issue of transgressions. 
  
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/chin
a-violated-lac-478-times-in-last-two-
years-defence-ministry/1/267573.html 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
opinion/editorial/india-china-should-
demarcate-their-borders-with-each-
other-
amicably/articleshow/19734332.cms 
Date accessed: 26.4.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 

 Chinese Soldiers 
Camp Inside India 
Border 
(Bangkok Post, 20 April, 2013) 
  
According to Indian Government 
sources troops of the Chinese People's 
Liberation Army (PLA) entered 
Indian-claimed territory in eastern 
Ladakh, high in the Himalayas, and 
erected a camp on the night of April 
15, 2013. The Press Trust of India 
reported that the Chinese platoon of 
around 50 soldiers was 10 kilometres 
inside the Indian Territory. 

“China and India share a de facto 
border, known as the Line of Actual 
Control (LAC), which has never been 
formally demarcated. India and China 
have an unresolved border dispute, 
and relations are often prickly and 
marked by mutual distrust -- the 
legacy of a brief, bloody border war in 
1962 over the north-eastern Indian 
state of Arunachal Pradesh. Chinese 
troops are often reported to have 
crossed the Indian border but it is 
uncommon for them to establish a 
camp so far inside the contested area, 
observers said.” 

 However, New Delhi is confident it 
can settle the territorial dispute 
"peacefully" through diplomatic 
channels and India and China are in 
touch over the incident via a working 
committee set up last year for 
consultation on India-China border 
affairs, government sources added. 
  
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/as
ia/346216/chinese-soldiers-camp-
inside-india-border 
(Date Accessed 22.04.2013) 
Junty Sharma Pathak 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

US Immigration 
Bill Could Slow 
Indian Outsourcers 
(Kay Johnson, The Huffington Post, 
23 April, 2013) 
In line with President Obama’s effort 
to discourage replacement of 
American workers with cheaper labor 
abroad, the new provisions of the U.S 
immigration law will not allow 
outsourcing companies to pay guest 
workers in the U.S at rates often 
below wages for equivalent skilled 
Americans. India’s outsourcing 
industry has blossomed due to the 
preference of the global corporations, 
both Indian and American, to bring in 
cheaper labour from abroad instead of 
hiring Americans. But the high level 
of unemployment in America has 
posed a threat to the booming 
industry. 
 
“The immigration bill, the larger point 
of which is to boost border security 
and provide a path to citizenship for 
11 million people living illegally in 
the U.S., would impose steep fees for 
companies such as Indian outsourcers 
that have more than half their U.S. 
staff on the permits and also require 
them to pay higher salaries.” 
 
The Indian government has decided to 
debate on the issue in under a decade, 
outsourcing companies had created 
more than 2 million jobs and in 2012 
contributed 6.4 percent of India's 
GDP. It has also been argued that 
Indian tech firms have also created 
50,000 jobs for American workers and 
consumers have benefitted from 
cheaper technology. Sandeep 
Muthangi of Indian brokerage IIFL 
Capital says the draft provisions could 
increase wage costs for Indian 
companies by 12-15 percent and bring 
profit margins down by a full 
percentage point. 
 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-
wires/20130423/as-india-us-
outsourcing/?utm_hp_ref=media&ir=
media 
Date accessed: 23.4.2013 
(Simi Sunny) 
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http://www.bangkokpost.com/search/news-and-article?xDate=20-04-2013&xAdvanceSearch=true
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/asia/346216/chinese-soldiers-camp-inside-india-border
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/asia/346216/chinese-soldiers-camp-inside-india-border
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/asia/346216/chinese-soldiers-camp-inside-india-border
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-wires/20130423/as-india-us-outsourcing/?utm_hp_ref=media&ir=media
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-wires/20130423/as-india-us-outsourcing/?utm_hp_ref=media&ir=media
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-wires/20130423/as-india-us-outsourcing/?utm_hp_ref=media&ir=media
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-wires/20130423/as-india-us-outsourcing/?utm_hp_ref=media&ir=media


 

 

19 

SECTION 4:  INDIA AND THE WORLD 

China’s New War 
Front: Natural 
Resource as a 
Political Tool 
(Brahma Chellaney, The Times of 
India, 23 April, 2013) 
 
In a recent meeting with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping, Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh asked for more 
openness on dam building, but the 
Chinese have decided against the 
transparency idea and are seeking to 
make water a political weapon. 
 
Despite China being world’s most 
dammed nation, it does not have any 
river collaborative or transparency 
mechanism with any of its 12 riparian 
neighbours. Recently it announced 11 
additional dam projects on the 
Salween, Mekong and Brahmaputra. 
“China is seeking to manipulate cross-
border river flows by pursuing dam 
projects furtively until they can no 
longer be kept hidden.” And since 
48.33 percent of the water from the 
Chinese territory flows into India, it 
remains most vulnerable to the re-
engineering of trans-boundary water 
flows, a case in point being the flash 
floods that ravaged Himachal and 
Arunachal states between 2000 and 
2005 that were linked to the 
unannounced releases from rain-
swollen Chinese dams and barrages. 
 
“India should be under no illusion that 
diplomacy alone can deter China from 
significantly altering cross-border 
flows. In fact, at a time when China`s 
cartographic aggression and its efforts 
to nibble at Indian land through 
stealthy incursions persist, it seems 
intent on opening a major new front 
through hydrological aggression. 
There are warning signs of this.” 
 
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.
com/2013-04-23/edit-
page/38762395_1_aksai-chin-paracel-
islands-chinese-president-xi-jinping 
Date accessed: 24.4.2013 
(Simi Sunny) 
 

Reviving Old Ties 
with Tajikistan 
(M K Bhadrakumar, Deccan 
Herald, 16 April 2013) 
  
The article discusses the four-day visit 
made by Vice-President M H Ansari 
to Tajikistan as a timely move “to 
activate India’s regional diplomacy 
against the backdrop of the grave 
uncertainties in the post-2014 period 
when foreign occupation ends in 
Afghanistan.” The relations between 
the 2 countries have grown steadily 
over a long period of time and 
especially since the 1990s when 
Tajikistan became India’s ‘gateway’ 
to Afghanistan during the period after 
the Taliban takeover in Kabul. Today 
one of the major concerns over 
regional security, shared by the states 
is the apprehension that Pakistani 
military may once again strive for a 
Taliban takeover in Kabul and 
Afghanistan. It is widely believed that 
“Pakistan continues to manipulate the 
Taliban and pays only lip service to 
peace talks; it is creating disunity 
within and among non-Taliban 
groups” which could have dangerous 
implications for the entire 
subcontinent. Given these changes 
underway in the region, the author 
argues in favour of making robust 
efforts to garner close cooperation and 
tie-up with Iran and Tajikistan at the 
diplomatic as well as political level. 
 
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/
326386/reviving-old-ties.html 
Date Accessed: 17.4.2013 
(Hansa Kaul) 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS 

 

Afghanistan 
Forcing a Rethink 
(BRP Bhaskar, Gulf Today, 16 
April, 2013) 
 
The expected US pullout from 
Afghanistan has triggered multilateral 
consultations by countries like Russia, 
India, China and Pakistan. 

China and India are meeting this week 
to discuss the post-2014 Afghanistan 
scenario. China’s keenness is due to 
its more than $3 billion investments in 
Afghanistan, as against India’s $2 
million. China has already held talks 
with the US, Russia, India and 
Pakistan in different instances. 
Pakistan and India, whose 
perspectives differ, are the only 
countries that have not had direct 
discussions.  
 
China is planning to begin oil 
extraction from Afghanistan next year 
and wants to lay a gas pipeline passing 
through the country. Apart from 
economic factors, it is scared of a 
spillover of Islamic terrorism into its 
territory. Zhang Jiadong of the Center 
for American Studies, Fudan 
University, thinks that China should 
avoid  getting trapped in Afghanistan, 
and hence should take initiative to 
bring Afghanistan into platforms of 
regional cooperation. 
 
China might face a severe problem 
from its ally Pakistan which is not 
willing to distance itself from Afghan 
Taliban. While US dealt with the issue 
by military measures like attacking 
Taliban sanctuaries, China may have 
to deal with Pakistan without such 
measures. 
 
http://brpbhaskar.blogspot.in/2013/04/
afghanistan-forcing-rethink.html 
Date Accessed: 17.04.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 

SOUTH ASIA 
 

Human Rights 
Watch Accuses 

Myanmar of 
‘Ethnic Cleansing’ 

(South China Morning Post, 22 
April, 2013) 

nd forced  
“In Rakhine, more than 125,000 
Rohingya and other Muslims have 
been forcibly displaced, denied access 
thehumanitarian aid and are unable to 
return home, the group said. In a 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-04-23/edit-page/38762395_1_aksai-chin-paracel-islands-chinese-president-xi-jinping
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report based on more than 100 
interviews, HRW said that it had 
uncovered evidence of four mass-
grave sites in Rakhine, accusing the 
security forces of trying to destroy 
evidence of crimes. Thousands of 
Rohingya have fled Myanmar since 
June on rickety boats, mostly believed 
to be heading for Malaysia.” 
 
 The HRW also noted that “while 
ethnic cleansing was not a formal 
legal term, it was generally defined as 
a policy by one ethnic or religious 
group to remove another such group 
from certain areas by violent and 
terror-inspiring means.” However 
there has been no immediate reaction 
from the Burmese government, which 
views the population of 800,000 
Rohingya in Burma as illegal 
Bangladeshi immigrants. 

http://www.scmp.com/news/asia/articl
e/1220578/human-rights-watch-
accuses-myanmar-ethnic-cleansing 

(Date Accessed 22.04.2013) 
Junty Sharma Pathak 

Pakistan’s Tryst 
with Cash 
Transfers 
(Faisal Bari, Open, 20 April, 2013) 
 
Pakistan government’s Benazir 
Income Support Programme (BISP) 
provides Pakistani Rs 1,000 every 
month to the poorest. While many are 
dependent on BISP, they have their 
concerns too. The money is not always 
delivered regularly and the postmen 
demand a portion of it. However, now 
BISP no longer depends on postal 
system and is experimenting with 
more transparent and cost effective 
systems like ATM cards, money 
orders and mobile phones. 
 
Identification of eligible households is 
also a difficult task due to 
unavailability of reliable data on 
household wealth. Instead, eligible 
households are determined on the 
basis of certain easily verifiable 
information on assets which are 
computed into the schemes scorecard. 

Those who fall below a certain cut off 
in the score card are eligible  for the 
scheme. The cut off is not based on 
the poverty line but on the country’s 
statistics and an estimation of how 
many households can share the overall 
money available. While the data set 
targets the poor well, there might be 
some ultra poor families that are left 
out.  Among the key weaknesses in 
Pakistan is the lack of an inbuilt 
mechanism to keep cash transfers 
rising in line with inflation. This is a 
challenge that India may also face. 
 
Today, the BISP reaches about 5 
million households, and the money is 
transferred to the female ‘head’. 
“Relying most heavily on such 
transfers are families headed by 
women, especially widows who must 
look after children with disabilities or 
elderly dependents, or people who are 
chronically ill or unable to sustain 
stable jobs for other reasons. In some 
cases, the Rs 1,000 transfer is a matter 
of life and death.” While this transfer 
is unconditional, the government has 
also started conditional transfers for 
education, vocational training, health 
and small business grants. “The idea 
of these is to provide specific 
entitlements that serve Pakistan’s 
long-term welfare objectives. In 
particular, about 3 million children are 
expected to enroll in schools because 
of it, though it is not clear if enough 
seats are available, what role private 
schools will play, and how allied 
expenses (on books, transport and so 
on) will be met, realistically 
speaking.” 
 
When BISP was rolled out, Pakistan 
did not have good commodity 
distribution structures or employment 
guarantee schemes, thus making it 
easy to justify the scheme. But in 
India, since these structures are 
already in place, it will be a real issue 
for many of the poor if Indian 
policymakers decide to monetise 
current entitlements. 
 
http://www.openthemagazine.com/arti
cle/international/pakistan-s-tryst-with-
cash-transfers 
Date Accessed: 20.04.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 

AFRICA 
 

Changing Course in 
Africa 
(Sanjaya Baru, Indian Express, 12 
April, 2013) 
  
If, a decade ago, The Economist ran a 
cover story dubbing Africa "The 
hopeless continent", it caught up with 
a changing reality by the end of 2011 
with a cover on "Africa rising." More 
recently, it acknowledged the 
emergence of an "Aspiring Africa.” 
An international conference on the 
geo-economics of resources and 
conflict in Africa held at the Bahrain 
Centre of the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies (IISS) attempted to 
address issues of Africa’s present and 
future. 
 
“Fred Swaniker, founder and CEO of 
the Africa Leadership Academy, 
identified five long-term trends that 
are driving the African growth story, 
and the four risks it faces. The five 
drivers are: improving political 
governance, young and better-
educated population, urbanisation, 
skilled workforce and a more 
hospitable global geopolitical 
environment.” Already, the conditions 
have become suitable for sustained 
growth. “The rise of China, followed 
by India and other emerging 
economies, has had beneficial geo-
economic consequences for the 
continent.” 
 
However risks still pose a threat. 
Economic growth may not be 
synonymous with development; 
unplanned urbanisation can result in 
chaos and violence; growth can result 
in social and regional inequality; 
current state of politics can result in 
exploitation of African resources. “As 
in India, the so-called demographic 
dividend can only be a driver of 
growth if the young are educated and 
better skilled. If not, a restive youth 
would become a liability.” There is 
also the risk of drug trafficking and 
terrorism in the continent. In order to 
succeed countries need modern 

http://www.scmp.com/news/asia/article/1220578/human-rights-watch-accuses-myanmar-ethnic-cleansing
http://www.scmp.com/news/asia/article/1220578/human-rights-watch-accuses-myanmar-ethnic-cleansing
http://www.scmp.com/news/asia/article/1220578/human-rights-watch-accuses-myanmar-ethnic-cleansing
http://www.openthemagazine.com/article/international/pakistan-s-tryst-with-cash-transfers
http://www.openthemagazine.com/article/international/pakistan-s-tryst-with-cash-transfers
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institutions that are “accountable, 
transparent, just and efficient.” 
 
South Africa, Nigeria and Kenya can 
pave the way for regional peace and 
security. The youth can especially 
contribute towards a more stable order 
by grasping new opportunities. “ New 
oil and gas discoveries in Kenya and 
Mozambique are attracting global oil 
majors, including from China and 
India. How these resources are utilised 
is key.” 
  
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/c
hanging-course-in-africa/1101074/0 
Date Accessed: 15.04.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
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OPINIONS 
 

India's Need for 
Timely Reforms 
 (Opinion, Haruhiko Kuroda, China 
Daily) 
 
“As the slowdown in the world’s 
major industrial economies continues, 
growth in developing Asia is affected. 
A serious burden will likely be placed 
on the region’s major economies, 
India and China. Both countries 
external sectors have clearly been hit 
hard, while domestic consumption is 
stagnating .Fixed asset investment in 
India rose by only 2.3 percent in the 
last half of 2012, compared to 9 
percent a year earlier.” 
Unlike China, which has shown clear 
signs of stabilization since mid- 2012, 
there is no clear evidence of recovery 
in India, as delay in implementing 
necessary reforms, among other 
factors, has weakened the economy’s 
competiveness. While recent 
government measures are expected to 
boost economic revival, an additional 
challenge is that growth must be made 
sustainable and more inclusive, which 
requires  addressing four key issues; 
upgrading the service sector, 
improvement in the investment 
climate, large proportion of its 
workforce is unskilled or semi skilled 
and finally the challenge of 
Urbanization. 
Therefore, if India is expected to 
continue to benefit from it’s from its 
demographic dividend, timely reforms 
on key issues are very crucial. 
 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/kindl
e/2013-02/21/content_16242238.htm 
(Date Accessed 21.04.2013) 
Junty Sharma Pathak 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOOKS 

Socialist Register 
2013 
Edited by Leo Panitch, Greg Albo 
and Vivek Chibber 
  
The book ‘Socialist Register 2013’ 
addresses two important challenges 
that socialists face  in today’s era and 
critiques some unhelpful radical 
thinking that obstructs the 
reconsideration of socialist strategy 
for the 21st century. 
  
The author is of the view that 
socialists today cannot avoid the 
question of reforms and a gradualist 
path out of capitalism. Secondly, the 
author feels that left politics today 
must deviate away from the structures 
and principles that were adopted by 
left politics in the 20th century. The 
book asks questions such as: “how 
have the occupations of public squares 
around the world changed the political 
scene? What are the most useful forms 
of political organization in the new 
conjuncture? Which features of past 
organizational models should be 
retained, and which discarded?” Thus, 
the book seeks to explore and clarify a 
strategy for the Left in the light of new 
challenges and new opportunities. 
  
http://monthlyreview.org/press/books/
pb3393/ 
  
(Date accessed: 22.04.2013) 
Karishma Mutreja 
 

The State of the 
Nation 
(Fali S. Nariman, Penguin Books 
India, 20 April 2013) 
 
The book is a “definitive, analytical 
and meticulous account of the present 
state of the nation – from a 
constitutional perspective – by one of 
India’s most respected legal 
luminaries. In this timely volume, the 
author highlights crucial issues that 
the legislature, the executive, 
judiciary, the bar and the common 
people have to deal with virtually on a 
day-to-day basis. His main focus is on 

corruption at various levels and in 
‘hallowed’ institutions, including the 
judiciary.” 
The book also “throws light on other 
important subjects such as: the 
implications of reservations for certain 
sections of the population (including 
minorities); the true purpose and 
significance of the Constitution; 
Centre–state relations; and whether 
the Constitution has benefited the 
common people over the years.” 
 
http://www.penguinbooksindia.com/e
n/content/state-nation 
Date Accessed: 21.4.2013 
(Hansa Kaul) 
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