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Human Development Report, 2013
 
Introduction  
 
The recently launched Human Development Report 2013, titled “The Rise of the South: Human Progress in a Diverse World”, 
analyses more than 40 developing countries which have made significant strides in human development the past few years. It 
attributes their achievements to some strong national commitments including better public health and education services, innovative 
poverty eradication programs and strategic engagement with the world economy. While most developing countries have done well,
large number of countries have done particularly well

 
India’s performance in improving its human development indicators can be compared with other countries that have been 
most successful in closing the “human development gap,” in
HDI shortfall (the distance from the maximum HDI score)

 

 
The report observes interesting trends and patterns in the development trajectory of the South.
despite having lower economic growth than China, had the biggest gains in HDI value. Sri Lanka, too, has had high income grow
well as a notable reduction in HDI shortfall despite years of internal conflict.
 
India’s performance, on the other hand, in accelerating human development has been far less impressive than its growth 
performance, given the fact it still ranks low in HDI at 136. Bangladesh, with much slower economic growth and half India’s 
per capita income, does nearly as well, and better on some indicators.
 
These statistics reinforce the argument that the link between growth and
through pro-poor policies by concurrently investing in health and education, expanding decent jobs, preventing the depletion and 
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launched Human Development Report 2013, titled “The Rise of the South: Human Progress in a Diverse World”, 
analyses more than 40 developing countries which have made significant strides in human development the past few years. It 

nts to some strong national commitments including better public health and education services, innovative 
poverty eradication programs and strategic engagement with the world economy. While most developing countries have done well,

ies have done particularly well in what can be called the “rise of the South”.

India’s performance in improving its human development indicators can be compared with other countries that have been 
most successful in closing the “human development gap,” in  the graph given below. This is measured by the reduction in their 
HDI shortfall (the distance from the maximum HDI score) 

The report observes interesting trends and patterns in the development trajectory of the South. For example, The Republic of 
despite having lower economic growth than China, had the biggest gains in HDI value. Sri Lanka, too, has had high income grow
well as a notable reduction in HDI shortfall despite years of internal conflict. 

nd, in accelerating human development has been far less impressive than its growth 
given the fact it still ranks low in HDI at 136. Bangladesh, with much slower economic growth and half India’s 

per capita income, does nearly as well, and better on some indicators. 

These statistics reinforce the argument that the link between growth and human development is not automatic. It needs to be forged 
poor policies by concurrently investing in health and education, expanding decent jobs, preventing the depletion and 
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overexploitation of natural resources, ensuring gender balance and equitable income distribution and avoiding unnecessary 
displacement of communities. 
 
In fact, the links between economic growth and human development have snapped several times. The 1996 Human Development 
Report identified different unwelcome types of growth: 

• Jobless Growth, which does not increase employment opportunities 
• Ruthless Growth, which is accompanied by rising inequality 
• Voiceless growth, which denies the participation of the most vulnerable communities 
• Rootless growth, which uses inappropriate models transplanted from elsewhere 
• Futureless growth, which is based on unbridled exploitation of environmental resources. 

 
 
South Asian Scenario 
 
According to the Report, rapid human development progress in India and other South Asian nations is helping drive a historic shift in 
global dynamics, with hundreds of millions of people rising from poverty and billions more poised to join a new global middle class. 
 
Amongst the South Asian states, two countries (the Islamic Republic of Iran and Sri Lanka) are in the high human development group, 
three (Maldives, India and Bhutan) are in the medium and the remaining four (Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal and Afghanistan) are in 
the low human development group. The average HDI value for the region is 0.558, below the world average of 0.693. 
 
Looking at individual countries in the region, Afghanistan achieved the fastest growth with 3.9 percent, followed by Pakistan 
with 1.7 percent and then India at 1.5 percent. The least growth was registered by Sri Lanka (0.7 percent). 
 
Overall however, between 2000 and 2012, the South Asian region registered annual growth of 1.43 percent in HDI value, which is the 
highest compared to other regions. The disaggregated data along various indicators comparing South Asia to other regions is given 
below. 

 
HDI and Components by Region, 2012 

 
Region and HDI 

group 
HDI Life expectancy 

at birth  
(years) 

Mean years of 
schooling (years) 

Expected years 
of schooling 

(years) 

Gross national 
income per 

capita  
(2005 PPP $) 

Region 
South Asia 0.652 71.0 6.0 10.6 8,317 

Sub Saharan 
Africa 

0.683 72.7 7.2 11.8 6,874 

Latin America 
and the 

Caribbean 

0.771 71.5 10.4 13.7 12,243 

Europe and 
Central Asia 

0.741 74.7 7.8 13.7 10,300 

East Asia and 
the Pacific 

0.558 66.2 4.7 10.2 3,343 

Arab States 0.475 54.9 4.7 9.3 2,010 
HDI Group  

Very high 
human 

development 

0.905 80.1 11.5 16.3 33,391 

High human 
development 

0.758 73.4 8.8 13.9 11,501 

Medium human 
development 

0.640 69.9 6.3 11.4 5,428 

Low human 
development 

0.466 59.1 4.2 8.5 1,633 

World  0.694 70.1 7.5 11.6 10,184 
Note: Data are weighted by population and calculated based on HDI values for 187 countries. PPP is purchasing power parity. 
Source: HDRO calculations. 
 



 

 

Some of the key features of the report can largely be clubbed 
human security, environment and economy. 

 
Poverty and Inequality 
 
One of the world’s main Millennium Development Goals
the proportion of people living on less than $1.25 a day relative to 1990. This goal was achieved three years before that tar
primarily due to the success of some of the most populous countries: Brazil (where the perc
2005 PPP $1.25 a day went from 17.2% to 6.1%), China (from 60.2% to 13.1%) and 

 
Poverty can be measured in a comprehensive way using the Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI), which l
deprivations in health, education and standard of living. The proportion of population living in multidimensional poverty is 
Bangladesh, 49% in Pakistan and 44% in Nepal.

 
Though India has made some significant strides in reducin
seen in the graph below. The bubble size indicated in the graph for each country is proportional to the number of people in 
Multidimensional Poverty.  
 

 
The effects of inequality on human development can be captured by the Inequality
examines the average level of human development and its distribution along the dimensions of life expectancy, educational att
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Some of the key features of the report can largely be clubbed under the heads of poverty and inequality, education, health, gender, 
 

One of the world’s main Millennium Development Goals is the eradication of poverty and hunger. The
the proportion of people living on less than $1.25 a day relative to 1990. This goal was achieved three years before that tar
primarily due to the success of some of the most populous countries: Brazil (where the percentage of the population living on less than 
2005 PPP $1.25 a day went from 17.2% to 6.1%), China (from 60.2% to 13.1%) and India (from 49.4% to 32.7%)

Poverty can be measured in a comprehensive way using the Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI), which l
deprivations in health, education and standard of living. The proportion of population living in multidimensional poverty is 
Bangladesh, 49% in Pakistan and 44% in Nepal. 

Though India has made some significant strides in reducing its population below poverty line, yet there is a long way to go as can be 
seen in the graph below. The bubble size indicated in the graph for each country is proportional to the number of people in 

The effects of inequality on human development can be captured by the Inequality-adjusted Human Development Index (IHDI), which 
examines the average level of human development and its distribution along the dimensions of life expectancy, educational att
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under the heads of poverty and inequality, education, health, gender, 

is the eradication of poverty and hunger. The target for 2015 was to halve 
the proportion of people living on less than $1.25 a day relative to 1990. This goal was achieved three years before that target date, 

entage of the population living on less than 
India (from 49.4% to 32.7%). 

Poverty can be measured in a comprehensive way using the Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI), which looks at overlapping 
deprivations in health, education and standard of living. The proportion of population living in multidimensional poverty is 58% in 

g its population below poverty line, yet there is a long way to go as can be 
seen in the graph below. The bubble size indicated in the graph for each country is proportional to the number of people in 

 

adjusted Human Development Index (IHDI), which 
examines the average level of human development and its distribution along the dimensions of life expectancy, educational attainment 
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and command over the resources needed for a decent living. Based on IHDI calculations for 132 countries in 2012, almost a quarter of 
HDI value, or 23% is lost to inequality. Latin America has seen income inequality fall since 2000, but it still has the most unequal 
distribution of all regions. Sub-Saharan Africa has the most inequality in health, while South Asia has the most inequality in 
education.  
 
Although South Asia has reduced the proportion of the population living on less than $1.25 a day from 61 percent in 1981 to 36 
percent in 2008, more than half a billion people there remained extremely poor. India has averaged nearly five percent income 
growth a year over 1990–2012. However, per capita income is still low, around $3,400 in 2012. To improve living standards, it 
will need further growth. All in all, India’s performance in accelerating human development is less impressive than its growth 
performance. 
 
 
Education 
 
Greater equity, including between men and women and among other groups, is essential for promoting human development. One of 
the most powerful instruments for this purpose is education, which enables people to find better jobs, engage in public debate and 
make demands on government for health care, social security and other entitlements. Education also has striking impacts on health and 
mortality. 
 
Assuming a robust increase in school enrolment rates, the share of the world’s people older than 15 who lack formal schooling is 
projected to shrink from 12% in 2010 to 3% in 2050, and the share with secondary or tertiary education will climb from 44% in 2010 
to 64% in 2050. 
 
For India, the picture looks very different. Before 2000, more than half the adult population had no formal education. Despite 
the recent expansion in basic schooling and impressive growth in the number of better educated Indians, the proportion of the 
adult population with no education will decline only slowly. 
Partly because of this lower level of education, particularly among women, India’s population is projected to grow rapidly, with India 
surpassing China as the most populous country. Even under an optimistic fast track scenario, which assumes education expansion 
similar to Korea’s, India’s education distribution in 2050 will still be highly unequal, with a sizeable group of uneducated (mostly 
elderly) adults. The rapid expansion in tertiary education under this scenario, however, will build a very well educated young adult 
labour force. 
 
 
Health 
 
The report throws light on the overall health scenario in the countries of the South where the average life expectancy at birth is 66.2 
years, nearly four years below the world average of 70.1. 
 
Many African countries, most notably Mali and Niger, have a high under-five mortality rate. But in every country, the mortality rate is 
lower among better educated mothers. In some countries, such as Nigeria, much lower child mortality is associated with primary 
education while in others, such as Liberia and Uganda, the decisive difference is associated with secondary education. Within South 
Asia, India has the most projected child deaths over 2010–2015, almost 7.9 million, accounting for about half the deaths among 
children under age 5 in Asia. In 1990, the infant mortality rate in Bangladesh, 97 deaths per 1,000 live births, was 16% higher 
than India’s 81. By 2004, the situation was reversed, with Bangladesh’s infant mortality rate 21% lower than India’s . 
According to the report the main factors that seem to explain the dramatic improvements include economic empowerment and better 
political mobilization of women through services like those provided by Grameen Bank and Non-governmental organizations. 
 
 
Gender 
 
Gender equality is both a core concern and an essential part of human development as it affects all societies and nations in varying 
degrees. The extent of discrimination can be measured through the Report’s Gender Inequality Index (GII), which captures the loss of 
achievement due to gender inequality in three dimensions: reproductive health, empowerment and labour market participation. The 
higher the GII value, the greater the discrimination. 
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The GII shows that high gender disparities persist in many parts of South Asia (0.568), second only to countries in sub-Saharan Africa 
(0.577). The three driving forces in South Asia are low female representation in parliament (18.5%), gender imbalances in educational 
achievement (28% of women have completed at least secondary education, compared with 50% of men) and low labour force 
participation (31% of women are in the labour force, compared with 81% of men). The poorest performers in the region are 
Afghanistan and India. 
 
 
Human Security 
 
In every society, human security is undermined by a variety of threats, including hunger, disease, crime, unemployment, human rights 
violations and environmental challenges. The intensity of these threats differs across the world, but human security remains a 
universal quest for freedom from want and fear. 
 
Contrary to popular perception, crime is not generally higher in poorer cities. Amartya Sen notes that Kolkata “is not only one of 
the poorest cities in India, and indeed in the world, but it also has the lowest violent crime rate of all Indian cities.”  This is also 
true for homicide: Kolkata’s average incidence of murder, 0.3 per 100,000 people, is lower than in much more affluent London (2.4) 
and New York (5.0). Sen argues that Kolkata has benefited from its long history as a “mixed” city, without ethnic or income 
separation between neighbourhoods. 
 
Today the majority of security threats come not from other countries but from insurgencies, terrorism and other civil conflicts. 
Conflicts in the post–Cold War era have claimed more than 5 million casualties, 95% of them civilians. Europe and Central Asia saw 
military spending decline 69% between 1990 and 2010, while South Asia, East Asia and the Pacific, and the Arab States saw it rise 
43%–388%. 
 
The world post the global meltdown has seen rapidly rising insecurities regarding livelihood, food and health. In the countries of the 
North, millions of young people are now unable to find work. And in the South, millions of farmers have been unable to earn a decent 
livelihood and are forced to migrate, with many adverse effects, particularly for women. 
 
 
Environment 
 
While addressing political and social problems, the rise of the South is also marked by a greater consciousness of environmental risks. 
There is need for strategies that ensure that countries improve human development outcomes without imposing a high ecological 
footprint on the planet. The developing nations are today engaged in an array of bilateral arrangements to tackle climate change. 
Countries in the South are also developing and sharing new climate-friendly technologies. China, the fourth largest producer of wind 
energy in 2008, is the world’s largest producer of solar panels and wind turbines. In 2011, India’s National Solar Mission helped 
spur a 62% increase in investment in solar energy to $12 billion, the fastest investment expansion of any large renewables 
market. Brazil made an 8% increase in investment in renewable energy technology to $7 billion. 
 
Very few countries have both a high HDI value and an ecological footprint below the world average biocapacity (1.79 global 
hectares per capita in 2008). This does not bode well for the world. While some high HDI countries have an ecological footprint 
below the world average, their footprints have been increasing over time. 
 
 
Economy 
 
Growth in the cross-border movement of goods, services, people and ideas has been remarkable. Developing countries have played a 
big part in this between 1980 and 2010, they increased their share of world merchandise trade from 25% to 47% and their share of 
world output from 33% to 45%. Developing regions have also been strengthening links with each other: between 1980 and 2011, 
South–South trade as a share of world merchandise trade rose from 8.1% to 26.7%. The combined economic output of three 
leading developing countries alone—Brazil, China and India is projected to surpass the aggregate production of Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom and the United States by 2020. 
 
India leads in the South Asian region exporting goods to the tune of $220.4 billion in 2010, representing 14.5 percent of its 
GDP in that year. This is followed by Islamic Republic of Iran ($83.8 billion) and then Sri Lanka ($8.3 billion) representing 25.3 
percent and 18.1 percent of their respective GDPs. 



 

 

8

HEADLINES 

 
A substantial share of South–South trade, especially in manufactured parts and components, is driven by demand in the North. This 
makes the countries of the South sensitive to shocks in the North. After the 2008 global financial crisis, for instance, exports from 
Southeast Asia to Japan, the European Union and the United States fell about 20% between 2008 and 2009. The percentage drop in 
China’s exports to these economies was also in double digits. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
The Human Development Report, 2013 presents the contemporary global context and paves a path for policymakers and citizens to 
navigate the increasing interconnectedness of the world and to face the growing global challenges. It describes how the dynamics of 
power, voice and wealth in the world are changing, and identifies the new policies and institutions necessary to address these 21st 
century realities and promote human development with greater equity, sustainability and social integration. Progress in human 
development requires action and institutions at both the global and national levels.  In the journey to achieve these targets, overarching 
principles such as social cohesion, state commitment to education, health and social protection, and openness to trade integration 
emerge as means of navigating towards sustainable and equitable human development. 
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SECTION 1: THE ECONOMY 

The Threat Posed 
by Kisan Credit 
Cards 
(Dinesh Unnikrishnan, Live Mint, 7 
April, 2013) 
 
“The rural job-guarantee scheme, 
social programmes by state 
governments and the raising of 
minimum support prices to farmers 
have been cited as reasons for the 
continued buoyancy in rural 
consumption and for inflation in food 
items.” But Kisan Credit Cards 
(KCCs) could be another factor at 
work. While the “credit exposure of 
commercial banks to Indian farmers 
through KCC has reached 2 trillion” 
there are no tools whereby the banks 
can monitor the use of the loans by the 
famers. The low rate of interest of 7 
percent encourages many to divert a 
large portion away from crop 
production for consumption. Bankers, 
though aware of such fund diversions, 
are hesitant to take action due to 
political sensitivity and huge pressure 
to achieve the priority sector lending 
target every year. 

One of the core issues with KCC is 
that it is mandated lending, which 
renders it immune to monetary 
tightening by the central bank. “In the 
two years to March 2012, the number 
of KCCs grew by 28%, while the 
outstanding amount grew by 76%, 
implying that much of the money has 
gone to existing cardholders and not 
fresh borrowers.” Many experts feel 
that KCC exposure of banks, if left 
unchecked, could be dangerous. 

“Interestingly, total credit growth to 
agriculture and allied activities as on 
22 February was up 18.4% from a 
year ago, much higher than the 14.4% 
growth in overall non-food credit.” 

 
http://www.livemint.com/Money/5Lw
436OJFSu5znjXkhqrwK/Kisan-credit-
cards-buoy-rural-demand.html 
Date Accessed: 08.04.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 
 

Gujarat, the 
Gateway to India: 
Fact or Farce? 
(Darshan Desai, The Hindu, 13 
April, 2013) 
 

The Gujarat government claims that it 
has signed Memorandums of 
Understanding (MoUs) for FDI worth 
$876 billion during its five biannual 
Vibrant Gujarat Global Investors 
Summits from 2003 to 2011 and that 
an impressive 84 per cent of the 
projects have already been 
implemented or are under 
implementation. 

If one goes by these numbers, it would 
mean that Gujarat has overtaken 
China, whose FDI inflows during this 
period were only around $600 billion. 
Also, interestingly, after the 2013 
Vibrant Gujarat Global Investors 
Summit, while the Chief Minister 
Narendra Modi declared that, “Gujarat 
is now the gateway to India”, the 
Gujrat government did not give out 
any MoU numbers. 

But the latest figures of FDI inflows 
for the financial year 2012-13 up to 
January this year indicate that Gujarat 
ranks sixth in the country with Rs. 
2,470 crore or 2.38 per cent share. 
Maharashtra tops with FDI of Rs. 
40,999 crore or 40 per cent, followed 
by Delhi, Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka. 

In fact, Gujarat’s share in FDI has 
been decreasing during the last three 
financial years from 3.38 per cent  in 
2010-11  and 2.85 per cent in 2011-12 
to 2.38 per cent now.  The decline 
during 2012-13 is close to 50 per cent, 
which is worse than India’s overall 
FDI inflow decline of around 30 per 
cent. These numbers contradict the 
State government’s claim that Gujarat 
had went against the worldwide 
economic downturn to become the 
engine of India’s growth. 

Reserve Bank of India’s FDI figures 
from 2000 to 2011 reveal that while 
Gujarat received just about $7.2 
billion in FDI, Maharashtra got $45.8 

billion and Delhi over $26 billion. 
Even Karnataka and Tamil Nadu got a 
larger piece of the national FDI pie. 

 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/gujarat-the-gateway-to-india-fact-
or-farce/article4611304.ece 
Date Accessed: 14.04.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 

Global Food Prices 
Up By 1 p.c. in 
March: FAO  
 (The Hindu, 15 April, 2013) 
 
FAO has the Food Price Index (FPI) to 
measure the monthly change in global 
prices of a basket of food 
commodities. It has found that the 
global food prices have risen by one 
per cent in March as compared to 
February, driven mainly by an 11 per 
cent increase in dairy products. 
However, food prices during last 
month were lower by 1.7 per cent as 
compared to March 2012. Stating that 
there was exceptional volatility in 
dairy items last month, it said the FAO 
Dairy Price Index jumped by 22 points 
in March to 225, one of the largest 
recorded changes. 
The price surge was caused by hot, 
dry weather in Oceania, which has led 
to milk production falling off steeply 
and a concomitant reduction in the 
processing of dairy products in the 
region. 
While maize prices increased last 
month on a fall in exportable supplies 
from the US, lower wheat prices on 
prospects of a good world harvest 
offset those increases. Global rice 
prices remained stable. The FAO Meat 
Price Index averaged nearly 176 
points in March, down 2 per cent from 
February. 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Ind
ustry/global-food-prices-up-by-1-pc-
in-march-fao/article4619892.ece 
Date Accessed: 15.04.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 



 

 

10

SECTION 1: THE ECONOMY 

Proposed Unified 
Regulator Good 
Start  
(The Asian Age, 25 March 2013) 
 
The Financial Sector Legislative 
Reforms Commission (FSLRC) which 
was tasked with examining the 
regulatory structure and the laws 
governing the financial sector, has 
submitted its report. Broadly, the 
commission has recommended “what 
can be called a changeover from an 
area based division of regulators to a 
task-based division. Today, each 
agency like the SEBI or the IRDA or 
the FMC looks after one type of 
financial service or one area.” The 
FSLRC or the Srikrishna panel has 
recommended that “this should be 
replaced by a horizontal structure 
whereby the basic regulatory and 
monitoring functions of all areas 
would be done by a Unified Financial 
Agency (UFA). This proposal for a 
unified financial regulatory body will 
bring regulators like the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India, the 
insurance regulator IRDA, the pension 
fund regulator etc closer to a unified 
structure.” 
This idea of a unified regulator has 
been afloat since 2008, “when the 
Raghuram Rajan Committee on 
Financial Reforms suggested a 
financial sector oversight agency. Two 
years ago, the government in the 
Budget had also proposed a Financial 
Stability and Development Council 
but since then not much has been done 
and one has seen several spats 
between Sebi and RBI over regulating 
collective investment schemes, and 
later another spat between Sebi and 
IRDA on jurisdiction over unit-linked 
insurance plans.” 
Other structures envisaged by the 
commission, include “a single tribunal 
i.e. the Financial Sector Appellate 
Tribunal (FSAT) which will hear 
appeals regarding the entire sector.” 
Another important recommendation of 
the panel is regarding formation of a 
Financial Redressal Agency (FRA) 
which would handle all consumer 
complaints, regardless of the area. 
These measures can go a long way to 
help eliminate regulatory arbitrage and 

harmonize the existing mass of 
legislations and institutions in the 
financial sector. 
 
http://www.asianage.com/editorial/pro
posed-unified-regulator-good-start-
388 
Date Accessed: 7.4.2013 
(Hansa Kaul) 
 

Indo-Bangla Trade 
Barriers Affecting 
Rice Trade 
 (The Hindu, 24 April, 2013) 
 
Despite having cost advantage by 
importing rice from India, Bangladesh 
still imports 90% of its requirement of 
rice seeds from China. This is mainly 
because of various trade barriers 
present between India and China. 
Presently, there exists informal trade 
in rice seeds between the two 
neighbours and that needs to be 
formalised as farmers on both sides 
are suffering from the lack of formal 
trade and marketing channels. 
Bangladesh is a net rice seed importer 
with an estimated import market size 
of $ 5.9 million in 2010-11 and China 
meets more than 90 per cent of rice 
seed orders from Bangladesh. 
However, many of those varieties are 
not suitable to consumption patterns in 
Bangladesh. India’s exports to 
Bangladesh account for less than 3 per 
cent of its total exports. 

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-
tech/agriculture/indobangla-trade-
barriers-affecting-rice-trade-
experts/article4650084.ece 
Date Accessed: 24.04.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
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POLITICS AND 
GOVERNANCE  

 

Strategically-
Placed Kinnaur 
District Police Ill-
Equipped: CAG 
(Anand Bodh, Samachar, 15 April, 
2013) 
 
The CAG report on Kinnaur, a 
strategically important district of 
Himachal Pradesh, which shares a 
long border with China, shows that the 
police personnel have not been 
provided with required weapons and 
are poorly equipped, thus affecting 
their striking capability. The report 
points out that while the Bureau of 
Police Research and Development has 
prescribed the requirement of holding 
two types of weapons by the state 
police, and the district has a 
requirement of 307 units of 7.62 mm 
SLR rifles and 39 units of 9 mm 
pistols, in reality the  police force in 
the district holds only seven SLR 
rifles and 33 pistols. The Comptroller 
and Auditor General (CAG) of India 
has pointed out that against the 
requirement of 307 SLR rifles, only 
seven SLRs have been provided and 
the police stations in this strategically 
important border district are 
dependent on outdated .303 rifles and 
revolvers. 
 
It has also observed that requirement 
of weapons was not fully met and in 
case of 7.62 mm rifles it was highly 
deficient (98%).The strength of police 
personnel in the district too is short of 
requirement. Against the sanctioned 
strength of 409 policemen, the district 
has only 378 police personnel. The 
CAG report has also pointed out that 
police force in the remote border 
district is functioning without having 
proper infrastructure. During the audit 
it has been found that residential 
accommodation for upper and lower 
subordinate staff was deficient, 
ranging from 18% to 81%. 
 

http://www.samachar.com/Strategicall
yplaced-Kinnaur-district-police-
illequipped-CAG-nephL0aeaja.html 
Date Accessed: 15.04.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 

Small Farms 
Fight Back: Food 
and Community 
Self Governance 
(Tory Field and Beverly Bell, 
Truthout, 14 April, 2013) 
 
Following the recent widespread 
recalls of contaminated ground turkey, 
cantaloupe and eggs, the US federal 
government has stiffened national 
food-safety regulations in order to 
address the health risks associated 
with industrial-scale farming. 
However, small-scale farming doesn’t 
spark the same safety risks. Small 
farmers who sell their food locally 
will tell you that the nature of their 
business, based on face-to face 
relationships with the people who eat 
their food, creates a built-in safety 
protection. They don’t need inspectors 
to make sure they are following good 
practices. Blue Hill is one of a handful 
of small Maine towns that have been 
taking bold steps to protect their local 
food system. In 2011, they passed an 
ordinance exempting their local 
farmers and food producers from 
federal and state licensure 
requirements when these farmers sell 
directly to customers. Still, small 
farmers are being pushed out of 
business because they are saddled with 
the financial and bureaucratic burdens 
of the same regulations as large 
industrial farms. As a result, a small 
group of farmers and farm patrons in 
Maine have started crafting the Local 
Food and Community Self-
Governance Ordinance, the first of its 
kind in the country. The ordinance 
exempts direct sales between farmers 
and customers - at farms, farmstands, 
and markets, for example - from state 
and federal licensing and inspections. 
In March 2011, the ordinance passed 
unanimously in the town of Sedgwick, 
Maine. Three days later it was 

presented in Penobscot. Since then, 
more than eight towns in Maine itself 
have adopted such ordinances. As of 
this writing, Maine’s State Department 
of Agriculture is challenging one of 
the local ordinances by suing a dairy 
farmer. The case has drawn national 
attention. Meanwhile, organizers from 
far and wide are watching closely, 
hoping to launch similar initiatives in 
their own communities. In addition to 
efforts at the local level, farmers and 
activists are attempting to tackle the 
government’s one-size-fits-all 
approach to food safety at the federal 
level. When US legislators voted to 
increase Food and Drug 
Administration inspections and 
reporting requirements for farms in 
2010, more than 150 food groups 
succeeded in winning an amendment 
that provides some exemptions for 
small farmers. 
  
http://truth-out.org/news/item/15725-
small-farms-fight-back-food-and-
community-self-governance 
Date Accessed: 15.04.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 

DEVELOPMENT  
 

UNDP Patently 
Reasonable 
(Miranda Kennedy, Foreign Policy, 
3 April, 2013) 
 
The Supreme Court on April 1 
rejected the plea by the Swiss 
pharmaceutical firm Novartis for the 
patent protection of Gleevec, which 
has been called the “miracle drug” for 
patients with some forms of leukemia. 
This has been hailed a major victory 
by the Indian companies who can now 
manufacture and distribute low-cost 
versions of the drug. 
 
This verdict is also crucial keeping in 
mind India’s thriving business of 
counterfeit medicines, which makes 
up between 8 and 25 percent of the 
drug market. “Over the last decade, 
Indian pharmaceutical companies have 
pioneered the method of making cheap 
drugs by copy-catting brand-name 
medications when they go out of 
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patent for everything from HIV to 
malaria. These drugs are used widely 
in India, where tens of millions of 
people still live on less than two 
dollars a day and cannot afford basic 
health care costs.” 
 
The Indian and multinational 
pharmaceutical companies have for 
long had functional disagreement 
about the ethics of innovation. While 
the international pharma companies 
have focused on research and 
development, Indian companies have 
argued that long-term costs of drug 
production become irrelevant if they 
are not an option for millions of 
patients in the developing world. The 
companies like Cipla have been 
successful in India due their 
affordability. Therefore, the 
international companies have been 
skeptical of the Indian pharma market 
and have been regular advocates to 
improve the intellectual property 
environment in India to tackle the 
competition from the Indian generic 
medicine companies. 
 
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles
/2013/04/03/india_patent_generic_dru
gs 
Date accessed: 13.4.2013 
(Simi Sunny) 
 

Reviving Assam 
Silk Industry: Few 
Suggestions 
(Ibu Sanjeeb Garg, Observer 
Research Foundation, 3 April 2013) 
 
In the wake of protests by the silk 
weavers of Sualkuchi, the issues 
plaguing the silk industry of this small 
village in Assam have become the 
focus of a nation-wide public debate. 
The protests are manifestations of the 
growing resentment against artificial 
silk being brought in from other parts 
of the country for making the 
traditional Assamese attire. This trend 
has adversely affected the indigenous 
silk industry that has been unable to 
compete with cheaper machine made 
silk products which in turn has meant 
growing unemployment for the 

weavers and impending extinction of 
silkworm rearing in the region. 
 
According to the author “one of the 
basic problems faced by this labour 
intensive industry is the non existence 
of price control. In this era of inflated 
economy the stagnation in the basic 
prices of the commodity has badly hit 
the small producers. Today the price 
of the commodity depends on a few 
large traders who virtually have iron 
grip on the market and it is this 
hegemony that deters the very growth 
of the industry and also acts against 
letting any new traders enter this 
trade.” 
 
In this context it is important for the 
government to set up “a price 
regulation mechanism like a Silk 
Auction Board on the lines of the Tea 
Auction Board which can regulate the 
activities of the traders in Assam and 
all produce being sold through them 
so that the small traders are not 
exploited and they get fair price. “This 
will make Assam silk a large global 
brand like the tea industry and will 
also transform it into a modern 
industry with its right place in the 
competitive global market. 
 
As far as addressing the immediate 
situation is concerned, “to curb the 
menace of inferior quality silk 
entering the market in the name of Pat 
and Muga, the government must 
establish some taxation norms on the 
entry of such products in the. 
 
The Government can even take steps 
to regularise the payment of the 
weavers and establish a proper 
financial auditing system. 
 
Banks and other financial institutions 
too must come forward to give loans 
to the small traders who till now, have 
been mostly dependent on private 
financiers who charge very high 
interest rates. The author suggests that 
declaring Sualkuchi as a cluster 
industry under the MSME (Micro 
Small and Medium Sized Industries) 
and giving them benefits under it will 
also augur well for this industry. 
  

http://www.observerindia.com/cms/sit
es/orfonline/modules/analysis/Analysi
sDetail.html?cmaid=50270&mmacmai
d=50271 
Date Accessed: 7.4.2013 
(Hansa Kaul) 
 

GOVERNMENT  
 

GoI Needs to Move 
Faster on Direct 
Cash Transfer 
(ET Bureau, The Economic Times, 
13 April, 2013) 
 
One of the major flagship schemes by 
the government, the Direct Cash 
Transfer system has recorded a 
disheartening performance in its first 
phase. “Only 4% of Aadhaar numbers 
have been dovetailed to bank accounts 
of the 16.6 lakh beneficiaries in the 
first phase. This is appalling, 
especially when 32% of them have 
been allotted an identity number and 
78% have bank accounts.” 
The major reason, according to the 
Prime Minister’s office, is the non-
digitization of databases by various 
departments. “All departments must 
start the process of having 
electronically-verifiable records of 
their beneficiaries as these in 
conjunction with Aadhaar-linked bank 
accounts will make cash transfers 
foolproof.” 
“The Delhi government's initiative to 
provide prepaid cards that ensure 
everyone with an Aadhaar number 
automatically has an Aadhaar-linked 
instant account in a bank should be 
replicated on a large scale.” 
 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
opinion/goi-move-faster-on-direct-
cash-
transfers/articleshow/19521921.cms 
Date accessed: 14. 4.2013 
(Simi Sunny) 
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PANCHAYATI 
RAJ  

Panchayati Raj: 
Key to Good 
Governance and 
Inclusion 
(Anil Padmanabhan, Live Mint, 22 
April, 2013) 
 
India will celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of 73rd amendment this 
week. The amendment made it 
mandatory for the creation of village-
level self governing bodies called 
panchayats. “Given the new-found 
enthusiasm for inclusion and the near 
collapse of governance, particularly at 
the centre, the forthcoming 
anniversary is an apt enough moment 
to reflect on the experience of local 
governments.”  It also gives an 
opportunity to acknowledge “the 
emerging winds of change” like the 
Aadhar based direct benefits transfer 
or the Right to Information tool that 
may have an impact on the self-
governance structure. 
The Panchayati Raj movement 
received its first major push when the 
committee on panchayati raj 
institutions the Ashok Mehta 
committee recommended in 1978 that 
constitutional status be accorded to 
panchayats. These institutions are a 
charter for ending bureaucratic 
oppression, technocratic tyranny, 
gross inefficiency, bribery, nepotism, 
corruption, and the million other 
malfeasances that affect the poor of 
our villages, towns and cities.” 
Since the amendment in 1993, many 
efforts have been made to empower 
the panchayats. The 13th Finance 
Commission chaired by Vijay Kelkar 
in 2010 made the first move towards 
providing fiscal independence to the 
third tier of government- panchayats 
and urban bodies.  The commission 
recommended that local bodies be 
transferred 2.5% of the divisible pool 
taxes. 
Though the panchayats have not 
performed as well as Mahatma Gandhi 
desired but with schemes like the 
direct benefit transfer system and 

instruments such as Right to 
Information, the local bodies have 
been strengthened and change is 
underway. 
 
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/hJla
WhFhtgpNO1WEeh1EyK/Panchayati-
raj-Key-to-good-governance-and-
inclusion.html 
Date accessed: 22.4.2013 
(Hansa Kaul) 
 

EDUCATION  

 

Plan to Set Up a 
National Body for 
Entrance Exams 
(Prashant K. Nanda, Livemint, 07 
April, 2013) 
  
State education ministers in India have 
approved a Human Resource 
Development Ministry plan to set up a 
national testing body and transform 
some of the high profile entrance tests 
into global brands. There was also a 
suggestion to outsource key entrance 
exams such as Graduate Aptitude Test 
in Engineering (GATE) and the 
National Eligibility Test (NET) to 
private companies to professionalise 
them so that the responsibility no 
longer rests with academic bodies and 
institutions. “The states have given 
their in-principle approval for setting 
up of a national body,” said Shashi 
Tharoor, minister of state for HRD. 
The aim is to create a more efficient 
system. “Tharoor said the ministry 
will draw up a plan shortly after 
seeking the advice of experts and 
academics to make the system robust.” 
“Once in place, the testing body can 
standardize aptitude tests, besides 
measuring the general cognitive, 
analytical and communication abilities 
of candidates. It can conduct key 
entrance exams more than twice a year 
to give students the opportunity to 
better their scores.” 
  
However some experts think 
otherwise, “India’s admission cycle 
does not have multiple entry points in 
a year. When you have one admission 

season multiple exams may not yield a 
huge difference” says, Aditya  Reddy 
of GAT E  Forum . 
 
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/pplJ
dtuibad5I9hpd99cRO/National-
testing-body-gets-nod-from-state-
education-minister.html 
Date Accessed: 10.04.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
 

Germany and India 
to Cooperate on 
Higher Education 
(Press Information Bureau, 14 April, 
2013) 
  
India and Germany have agreed to 
jointly fund a programme aimed at 
strategic partnerships in higher 
education. The focus of this 
programme will be on establishing 
joint research projects along with joint 
supervision as well as student and 
academic exchanges. The programme 
such as the Partners for the Future 
initiative and ‘German in 1000 
schools’ has been launched in 
cooperation with India’s Ministry of 
Human Resources and Development 
and Kendriya Vidyalaya schools to 
encourage German teaching in India. 
Dr. Pallam Raju, the HRD Minister, in 
the second round of inter 
Governmental Consultations in Berlin 
brought special focus on areas such as 
Max Planck Institute Partnerships for 
promoting basic research in Indian 
Institutes of Science Education and 
Research (IISERs), Fraunhoffer 
Model of collaboration between 
industry and academia (applied 
research) for IITs and NITs and TU9 
universities from the German side as 
well as several others key domains. 
 
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?
relid=94675 
Date Accessed: 14.04.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
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HEALTH  
 

Synergy between 
Health Care and 
Environmental 
Sustainability can 
Reduce Harm to 
Health and the 
Environment  
(Suely Carvalho, UNDP, 7 April, 
2013) 
 
The article discusses the importance of 
linking health care and environmental 
sustainability. Every year, hospitals 
around the country produce millions 
of tonnes of toxic waste, like mercury 
from mercury blood pressure meters, 
and infectious waste, a necessary by-
product of medical care. Advances in 
health care have had negative side 
effects. “Single-use plastic syringes 
and disposable products prevent the 
transfer of infections among patients 
but increase the quantity of waste 
produced. Dumping untreated waste 
contributes to the spread of HIV/AIDS 
and hepatitis, while burning the waste 
in incinerators emits hazardous 
pollutants including highly toxic and 
persistent dioxins.” 
 
Therefore, the question that arises is – 
“Is it possible to provide health care 
without causing harm to the 
environment? The experience of King 
George’s Medical University 
(KGMU), a hospital for the poor in 
India, shows that it is.” Through a 
project implemented by UNDP with 
funding from other partners, “KGMU 
has a healthcare waste management 
system that is a model for developing 
countries. Waste is segregated in 
color-coded bins, transported in sealed 
trolleys by trained workers, tracked 
using a bar-code system, and sterilized 
in locally-made steam treatment units 
called autoclaves. Argentina, Latvia, 
Lebanon, Philippines, Senegal and 
Viet Nam are already implementing 
this model, demonstrating that the 
synergy between health care and 

environmental sustainability can result 
in overall reduction in harm to health 
and the environment.”   
 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/
home/ourperspective/ourperspectivear
ticles/2013/04/05/is-it-possible-to-
provide-health-care-without-causing-
harm-to-the-environment-.html 
Date Accessed: 13.04.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
 

Experts Call for 
Holistic Approach 
to Reproductive 
Healthcare 
(Jyotsna Singh, Down To Earth, 10 
April, 2013) 
 
The article urges the government to 
provide free healthcare to women to 
reduce maternal mortality. In India, 
the maternal mortality rate (MMR) 
remains high, with 212 women dying 
per 100,000 live births every year. In 
states like Assam, Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh the MMR is over 200. India 
targets it’s MMR of 109 by 2015. 
 
Experts in this field have called for a 
key shift in the policy for healthcare 
for women. “They said policy 
planners should look at women's 
health with a wide angle lens, include 
sexual health within the ambit of 
reproductive health, and make access 
to reproductive health services 
universal and free.” This was 
discussed in a consultation organised 
by the Population Foundation of India 
(PFI) in collaboration with the 
Woodrow Wilson International Centre 
for Scholars, the United Nations 
Population Fund and the Maternal 
Health Task Force of Harvard 
University. This group composed of 
civil society representative, field 
researchers, public health experts and 
policy makers who at the end drafted a 
set of recommendations. “The 
recommendations will influence 
global agenda and sustainable 
development goals (SDGs), which will 
replace the millennium development 
goals (MDGs) in 2015. The 
recommendations will become part of 

suggestions extended by the Harvard 
University and Woodrow Wilson 
International Center to agencies in the 
United States and global bodies 
working for SDGs. In India, they will 
be shared and pursued with the Union 
government.” Executive Director of 
PFI, Poonam Muttreja, said, 
“Although the government has 
endorsed universal health coverage 
(UHC) in the 12th Five Year Plan 
document, the slowing down of 
economic growth and the high fiscal 
deficit have meant insufficient 
financial allocations during the 
coming year. As a result, plans for 
UHC is not likely to be rolled out this 
year.” A member of UNICEF said that 
this will affect efforts towards 
reducing maternal mortality rate 
(MMR) in India and meeting the 
millennium development goal. 
 
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/conten
t/experts-call-holistic-approach-
reproductive-healthcare 
(Date Accessed: 14.04.2013) 
(Simi Sunny) 
  

Doctors for Rural 
Areas 
(The Economic and Political Weekly, 
13 April 2013) 
 
In March this year, Union Minister for 
Health and Family Welfare, Ghulam 
Nabi Azad told the Rajya Sabha that 
“the government in consultation with 
the Medical Council of India (MCI) 
had drawn up the BSc (community 
health) course that will train 
healthcare providers for rural areas. 
Graduates would be middle-level 
public health professionals appointed 
to primary health sub-centres.” 
 
 But the Parliamentary Committee on 
Health recently asked the government 
to abandon its proposal which appears 
in line with the Indian Medical 
Association’s (IMA) argument that 
“the BSc in community health, will 
create “half-baked doctors” and the 
government would be playing with the 
lives of the rural population.” 
The author argues against this by 
pointing out that “India’s rural 
population health already suffers due 
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to the abysmal paucity of medical 
practitioners.” According to the Rural 
Health Statistics 2011, “rural India has 
a shortage of 76% of doctors, 53% 
nurses and 80% laboratory 
technicians.” 
 
Against this backdrop “the 
government’s effort to get MBBS 
doctors to practise in rural areas has 
been a long-standing project that has 
been unsuccessful for decades. In 
2007, the union health ministry’s 
move to make a year’s rural stint 
mandatory for MBBS graduation had 
led to countrywide protests by 
students as well as doctors and  more 
than 50% of doctors enrolled for rural 
postings continue to be absent from 
their positions.” 
 
The author insists that “an elitist 
course with a completely unregulated 
fee structure is hardly conducive to 
making its graduates volunteer for 
service in resource-poor and needy 
environments.” This means that “apart 
from improving the medical and 
service infrastructure in rural areas, 
the government will have to focus on 
reining in the blatantly commercial 
nature of medical education and the 
increasing privatisation of public 
health services.” 
  
http://www.epw.in/editorials/doctors-
rural-areas.html-0 
Date Accessed: 14.4.2013 
(Hansa Kaul) 
 

ENERGY  
 

Nepal, India & 
Bangladesh to 
Make Most of 
Ganga Water, 
Hydropower 
(The Hindu, 15 April, 2013) 
  
In a significant development 
indicating a sub-regional strategic 
alliance, Nepal, India and Bangladesh 
(NIB) have decided to join hands to 
cooperate and exploit the hydropower 
sector and use water resources 

management for mutual advantage, 
including jointly developing and 
financing projects in the Ganga river 
basin. This joint initiative will 
contribute to poverty eradication and 
better socio-economic integration. 
India has already approved the 
composition of a working group on 
water and power that will coordinate 
with Bangladesh and Nepal. The note 
prepared by the Ministries of Power, 
Water Resources and External Affairs 
states that the NIB initiative will 
explore technically and geographically 
feasible means for augmentation and 
equitable distribution of augmented 
supply of water and power. There 
shall be a Committee of Water 
Resources and Power Ministries of the 
NIB which will be the highest 
decision-making body, subject to the 
approval of the respective 
governments. The Ministers for Water 
Resources or Irrigation shall be co-
chair, while the Ministers responsible 
for Power shall be co-vice chair. The 
NIB Committee will be supported by a 
Technical Advisory Committee 
comprising the Secretaries of Water 
Resources or Irrigation, Power or 
Electricity and at least two technical 
experts representing water sources and 
power and one representative from the 
MEA of each of the three countries. 
 
Similarly, in order to derive optimum 
benefits from the Brahmaputra Basin, 
Bhutan, India and Bangladesh have 
agreed to work jointly towards 
cooperative development and 
management of water resources and 
hydropower in an integrated and 
holistic manner. For this, the three 
countries have agreed to cooperate on 
the Bhutan, Bangladesh and India 
(BIB) Initiative. 
  
http://www.thehindu.com/news/intern
ational/south-asia/nepal-india-
bangladesh-to-make-most-of-ganga-
water-hydropower/article4617600.ece 
Date accessed: 15.04.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY  
 

 ICTs the Solution 
for Agricultural 
Challenges 
(Abhilaksh Likhi, Hindustan Times, 
8 April, 2013) 
 
The agriculture sector, despite 
recording a growth rate of 3.3 percent 
and being the main source of 
livelihood for the majority of Indians, 
is currently facing numerous 
challenges like a shrinking land base, 
dwindling water resources, the adverse 
impact of climate change, shortage of 
farm labour, increasing costs and 
uncertainties associated with the 
volatility of international markets. 
Effective application of information 
and communication technologies can 
prove to be the solution to these 
challenges during the 12th year Plan. 
An important step is the establishment 
of Agricultural Technology 
Management Agencies that are to 
work with Krishi Vigyan Kendras at 
the state, district and block levels. 
“These institutions are expected to 
utilise the expanded 
telecommunication networks that have 
increased the speed, reliability and 
accuracy of information exchange 
among farmers and other stakeholders 
in the rural space.” 
Information is also being catered on 
the internet by projects like the 
National Agricultural Innovation 
Project (NAIP) funded jointly by the 
Government of India and the World 
Bank and the online software on 
agricultural research initiatives by 
Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research (ICAR). New forms of 
knowledge brokering have also been 
made possible through ICTs. As 
digital literacy increases, farmers, 
traders and others are offering 
advisory services leading to reduction 
of pressure on the public extension 
system. 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/News
-Feed/columnsothers/The-key-s-in-
the-keyboard/Article1-1039462.aspx 
Date accessed: 12. 4. 2013 
(Simi Sunny)  
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ENVIRONMENT  
 

 Legal Habitat for 
the Endangered 
Asiatic Wild 
Buffalo  
(Lyla Bavadam, Frontline, 06-19 
April, 2013) 
  
The endangered Asiatic wild buffalo 
(Bubalus arnee) has been given a legal 
home. The Chief Minister of 
Maharastra has given his approval for 
approximately 180sq km as 
‘conservation reserve’ at Kolamarka 
in Maharashtra’s Gadchiroli district. 
Earlier present in large numbers in 
Maharashtra, the population of this 
buffalo has been virtually wiped out 
from the state. “In the 1980s there 
were fewer than 100 in Madhya 
Pradesh and by 1992 this number 
dropped to 50. Current estimates put 
their number at around 200 (or lower) 
in Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh.” In 
other parts of the country where the 
animal is found, such as Assam and 
Arunachal Pradesh, the numbers are 
stable at present, but their ecological 
health is not strong. The grave threat 
to this species is primarily 
encroachment on its habitat by human 
beings. However, it has been found 
that the naxalites in the region 
encourage local people to save 
wildlife and forests which are positive 
moves towards restoring the Asiatic 
wild buffalo population and 
reinstating it in its natural habitat. 
  
http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories
/20130419300713201.htm 
Date Accessed: 09.04.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
 

India Water Week,  
2013 
(Press Information Bureau, 08 April, 
2013) 
  
The 2nd India Water Week, 
inaugurated by President Pranab 
Mukherjee commenced with emphasis 
on judicious use of water and its 

proper management especially in the 
backdrop of increasing droughts and 
floods across the country. The Union 
Water Resources Minister Shri Harish 
Rawat highlighted the efforts being 
made by the ministry in the water 
sector. He said that India is already 
water stressed nation (1,545 cubic 
meter per year) and with reduction in 
per capita availability of water, will 
soon become a water scarce nation 
(1,140 cubic meter by 2050). India 
also requires a much higher water 
storage capacity which is the thrust of 
the National Water Policy of 2012. 
The issue of water harvesting also 
needs to urgently be addressed. 
 
“The National Water Policy of 2012 
rightly recommends the purpose of 
Integrated Water Resources 
Management approach, taking river 
basin/sub basin as a unit, for planning 
development and management of 
Water Resources.” The Ministry also 
plans to undertake satellite mapping of 
flood prone areas, under Flood 
Management Programme. Further, the 
National Water Mission has been 
launched to ensure increased water use 
efficiency. 
  
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?
relid=94548 
Date Accessed: 09.04.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
 

Good Governance 
of Natural 
Resources is Vital 
for Peace and 
Economic 
Development in 
Darfur: UNEP 
study 
(United Nations Environment 
Programme, 5 April, 2013) 
 
UNEP launched a study at the 
International Donor Conference on 
Darfur in Qatar on the lines of how 
good governance of the environment 
and natural resources is the key 

towards building peace in Sudan. “The 
report looks at the importance of 
equitable and participatory 
environmental governance in Sudan, 
and how other countries across Africa 
have tried to reduce tension over the 
environment and improve the 
management of land, water, forests 
and other resources.” “The Doha 
Document for Peace in Darfur calls 
for the “development of a framework 
for equitable access by various users 
of land and water resources.” The 
UNEP report looks at emerging 
approaches across Africa and presents 
these to assist Darfur’s efforts towards 
developing such a framework.” “One 
of the main goals of this International 
Donor Conference is to raise funds for 
the development and reconstruction of 
Darfur. Any peace process in this war-
torn region of Sudan must consider 
environmental governance, and the 
lessons we can learn from other 
African countries,” said Robin Bovey, 
UNEP’s Country Director in Sudan. 
“UNEP recommends that all parties 
ensure that land and natural resource 
issues are placed high on the peace 
building agenda.” “A key issue in 
Darfur's recovery is how the dynamic 
interface in natural resource 
management between traditional 
leadership and formal government will 
work, and how emerging forms of 
natural resource management across 
Africa such as group ranching, 
integrated water resources 
management and community forestry 
will be complimentary to this 
interface. Supporting the development 
of inclusive governance arrangements 
that can meet the challenges that 
Darfur faces today such as climate 
change, recovery from conflict and 
rapid urbanisation is a priority that 
needs to run through Darfur's recovery 
and development planning.” 

  
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Defa
ult.aspx?DocumentID=2713&ArticleI
D=9457&l=en 
Date Accessed: 11.04.2013 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
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Recurring 
Disasters: Are We 
Learning Lessons? 
(Elizebeth Ferris, Brookings, April 
10, 2013) 
 
A report by Brookings on natural 
disasters highlights the danger of 
recurring disasters for the world. 
Recurring disasters can have 
devastating effects when they strike 
the same communities – communities 
which haven’t yet recovered from the 
previous disaster. Particularly, poor 
and marginalized communities (who 
tend to be more affected by disasters 
in any case), for whom it “can be hard 
to muster the energy and the resources 
to start over again.” 
 
Many ‘recurring disasters’ have 
occurred in different parts of the world 
in 2012. Hurricane Irene which 
occurred in 2011 and Hurricane Sandy 
which occurred in 2012 hit the same 
area. “Typhoon Washi/Sendong in the 
Philippines was followed a year later 
by the deadly Typhoon Bopha/Pablo. 
And Pakistan experienced its third 
straight year of widespread flooding.”  
 
“Thus the devastation caused by 
recurring disasters in 2012 highlights 
the need for increased commitment 
and investment in disaster risk 
reduction.” In offering solutions it 
says that “regional organizations seem 
to be playing an increasingly 
important role in the complex world of 
disaster risk management but have 
received very little attention. Also, 
few regional bodies provide the means 
for channelling financial assistance 
after a disaster.” 
 
Secondly, it points towards wildfires 
as possible natural disaster which 
could become a ‘recurring’ one in the 
years to come. “The combination of 
urban sprawl and a hotter and drier 
climate because of climate change in 
many parts of the world make it likely 
that we’ll see more wildfires in the 
future.” 
 
Lastly, disaster mitigation 
programmes must focus on the gender 

dimensions of natural disasters. 
Natural disasters and climate change 
often exacerbate gender based forms 
of inequalities and discriminations. 
However, women often being at the 
frontline when disasters occur can 
bring valuable resources to risk 
reduction and recovery efforts they 
play significant roles in disaster risk 
management. “Thus when they are 
able to participate in the decisions that 
affect their lives, their families, and 
their communities, women have much 
to offer.” 
 
http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/up-
front/posts/2013/04/10-natural-
disasters-ferris 
Date Accessed: 13.04.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
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GENDER 
 
 

Violence Against 
Women also Hurts 
Business and 
Development  
(Suki Beavers & Benjamin Kumpf, 
UNDP, 29 March, 2013) 
 
The article highlights why decision-
makers must address gender-based 
violence as an important issue for 
economic development. Violence 
against women and girls besides being 
a human rights violation also causes 
economic and development problems 
that remain invisible in most debates. 
“Globally, seven in 10 women 
experience physical and/or sexual 
violence at some point in their lives. 
This results in huge direct and indirect 
costs, not only to victims and their 
families but also to businesses and 
countries. In addition to the impact on 
women’s health, education and 
participation in public life, the 
economic costs include health care 
and legal services; lost productivity 
and potential salaries; and the costs 
of prosecuting perpetrators. 
 
In Chile, a study found that women’s 
loss of salary as a result of domestic 
violence cost US $1.56 billion or more 
than 2 per cent of the country’s Gross 
Domestic Product. This is not a 
problem confined to developing 
countries: In the United States, the 
cost of violence against women by an 
intimate partner exceeds $5.8 billion 
per year. In Canada, annual costs have 
been estimated at 684 million 
Canadian dollars for the criminal 
justice system, 187 million for police 
and 294 million for the cost of 
counselling and training, totalling 
more than 1 billion a year. 
 
For most countries, it is clear that 
decisive action to prevent violence 
against women and girls will reduce 
state expenditures and increase 
productivity.  Yet, despite the gravity 
of the issue and the impact on 

development, gender-based violence 
remains invisible in strategies to boost 
economic growth.” The article 
concludes by saying that partners from 
women’s movements, civil society, 
government and the private sector, 
need to bring this issue to the top of 
the international development agenda. 
 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/
home/ourperspective/ourperspectivear
ticles/2013/03/29/violence-against-
women-also-hurts-business-and-
development.html 
Date Accessed: 13.04.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
 

REGIONALISM  
 

No Easy Solution to 
Boundary Dispute 
With Assam: 
Mukul Sangma 
(The Northeast Today, 09 April, 
2013) 
 

Meghalaya Chief Minister Mukul 
Sangma stated that “Successive 
governments have pursued the matter 
of boundary dispute with Assam 
earnestly, but the solution has eluded 
so far. This only suggests that the 
problem is not amenable to easy 
solution.” 

“Meghalaya became an autonomous 
state in 1971 and a full-fledged state 
Jan 21, 1972. Since then, the inter-
state boundary as defined under the 
North Eastern Areas (Re-
Organisation) Act, 1971, has been a 
point of difference between 
Meghalaya and Assam.”  

The four-decade-old boundary dispute 
between Meghalaya and Assam has 
witnessed a spate of incidents in 
recent past. In its efforts towards 
finding an endurable resolution to the 
problem, Chief Minister Mukul 
sangma stated that the Meghalaya 
government has marshalled 
documentary materials to claims over 
the twelve areas of differences and 
presented to the Assam government. 

On March 16, 2011, the Meghalaya 
assembly passed a resolution urging 
the central government to constitute a 
commission to re-examine and 
redefine the inter-state boundary 
between Meghalaya and Assam. But 
Assam assembly has opposed a 
boundary commission; therefore the 
Meghalaya government is thinking of 
alternate strategies to arrive at a 
solution, along with pressing the 
central government for setting up a 
boundary commission and engaging 
with the Assam government to resolve 
the territorial dispute stated Mukul 
Sangma. 

http://www.northeasttoday.in/our-
states/assam/no-easy-solution-to-
boundary-dispute-with-assam-mukul-
sangma/ 
Date Accessed 10.04.2013 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
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INDIA IN THE 
WORLD  

Will BRICS Rejig 
Indo-China 
Relations? 
(Prem Shankar Jha, Tehelka.com 
Issue 15 Volume 10, 13.04.2013) 

  
The article focuses on the bilateral 
meeting between Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh and Chinese 
President, Xi Jinping. “Before the 
meeting, the only subject that 
interested the reporters was the 
possible repercussion of China’s 
project to build three dams on the 
Brahmaputra upon the supply of water 
to India and Bangladesh. After the 
meeting, the media took its cue from 
the external affairs ministry and 
highlighted Xi’s reiteration of his 
country’s desire to settle the border 
issue amicably.” The Chinese media 
covered it differently, as they focussed 
on the BRICS potential to “develop 
into a global force able to tackle a 
range of political and economic 
issues.” The author states that the 
reasons for Xi Jinping are clear as 
“China wants India to participate 
actively in the creation of a new, post-
Cold War, international order that is 
based upon respect for the sovereignty 
of, and equality between nations. 
Although India and China have very 
similar views on what this post-
Westphalian international architecture 
should be, the unresolved border 
dispute between them has been a 
longstanding roadblock to active 
cooperation on international issues. Xi 
wants it removed.” “A report in 
People’s Daily made clear with a 
commendable lack of ambiguity what 
Xi has in mind: “He also voiced the 
hope that the two countries would 
respect each other’s core interests and 
major concerns, deepen mutual 
strategic trust, strengthen coordination 
and cooperation on international 
affairs, and safeguard peace and 
stability in the region and the world at 
large.” “ The greater strategic 
cooperation that China seeks goes 
beyond staying out of western 

attempts to containment. An equally 
important goal, in which India can 
help, is the containment of western 
attempts to restructure the 
international order on the lines of a 
US-European empire.” “The threat 
that China and, for that matter Russia, 
perceive in this trend is obvious, so 
Xi’s keenness to resolve the border 
issue should not be hard to understand. 
Both countries know that in today’s 
highly interdependent world, the 
answer to a US-European alliance is 
not a counter-alliance that takes us 
back to the Cold War. It is the 
formation of a community that 
proposes an alternative global political 
architecture and has the means and the 
will to create it. BRICS can fit this 
bill.” 

  
http://tehelka.com/will-brics-rejig-
indo-china-relations/ 
(Date Accessed: 13.04.2013) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 

India-Bangladesh 
Relations a Test For 
Larger Foreign 
Issues 
(ET Bureau, The Economic Times, 
12 April, 2013) 
(Editorial, The Times of India, 23 
April, 2013) 
(PTI, Firstpost, 10 April, 2013) 
(South Asians Citizens Web, 19 
April, 2013) 
 
India will introduce a constitutional 
amendment bill to ratify the Land 
Boundary Agreement to reach a 
solution with Bangladesh on the land 
border issue. The agreement would 
demarcate the physical boundary 
between the two nations and recognize 
citizen rights of the people in these 
areas. This is very crucial in solving 
the internal consensus on solving the 
disputes with the neighbours. 
According to the Land Border 
Agreement India will give over 17,000 
acres of land while Bangladesh will 
give away 7000 acres. There are 51 
Bangladeshi enclaves in Indian 
territory while 111 Indian enclaves are 
in Bangladesh. 

The amendment will help in resolving 
one of the most contentious and long-
festering border problems India has 
with its neighbours. “Thousands of 
residents of ‘Indian enclaves’ in 
Bangladesh and ‘Bangladesh 
enclaves’ in India at Indo-Bangla 
borders have been suffering 
innumerable problems for the last 
about 65 years. Due to unjust 
demarcation of border areas, their life 
has become miserable; they are denied 
basic citizens rights, have no right to 
vote, suffer from various health 
problems, their children not able to 
avail educational facilities, - in effect 
they are not leading a normal life.” 
Therefore resolving of the 
humanitarian plight should be 
prioritized over argument that India 
will lose acres of land in the process. 
 
The solution to the border issues will 
not only benefit in the form of settling 
local residents’ nationality question 
but will also be a precursor to the 
Teesta water sharing. “Removing 
issues often deployed in whipping up 
anti-India sentiment in Bangladesh 
can lay the groundwork for more 
trade, closer economic integration and 
bringing closer the aim of having a 
friendly regime in Dhaka, regardless 
of which party is in power.” This goal 
is of strategic importance to India 
since it needs the help of Dhaka to 
address the security concerns by 
moving against anti-Indian insurgents 
operating from its soil.  
 
Therefore any opposition to the 
amendment “will bear the 
responsibility of creating a depressing 
impression of legislative impasse and 
policy paralysis not only within the 
country, but also among our 
neighbours.” 
 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
opinion/editorial/india-bangladesh-
relations-a-test-for-larger-foreign-
issues/articleshow/19501806.cms 
http://www.firstpost.com/india/india-
hopes-lba-with-bangladesh-will-be-
through-soon-694137.html 
http://www.sacw.net/article4280.html    
  
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ho
me/opinion/edit-page/BJP-must-not-
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stand-in-the-way-of-Land-Boundary-
Agreement-between-India-and-
Bangladesh/articleshow/19683549.cm
s 
Date accessed: 14.4.2013 
(Simi Sunny)  
  
 
  

India’s 
Neighbourhood 
Challenges 
(B.R.P Bhaskar, 
brpbhaskar.blogspot.in, 12 March, 
2013) 
 
 China is increasingly investing in 
development projects in Sri Lanka and 
Maldives, two countries where India 
has strategic interests. 

China has provided $810 million to 
Sri Lanka for the development of 
Hambantota port, which upon 
completion, will become the largest 
port in the region. Conceived as a 
refuelling and service point for cargo 
vessels, Hambantota’s handling 
capacity is expected to grow from 
about 45,000 metric tonnes (MT) of 
ship fuel this year to 125,000MT in 2 
years.  While Sri Lanka receives 
investments from India, the US and 
Japan also, they cannot match cash-
rich China’s soft loan terms. “China 
provides assistance in the form of cash 
grants, interest-free loans and long-
term concessionary loans on which the 
interest rate may be as low as two or 
three per cent.” 

China’s trade with the Maldives too is 
flourishing. It has grown from $3 
million to $60 million in the last 
decade. India is concerned about 
various actions taken by the Maldives, 
which include terminating  its airport 
agreement with the Indian company 
GMR, Maldivian Defence Minister 
visiting  China  and the country 
seeking  a soft loan from China for IT 
and communications projects. 

The US Congressional Research 
Office, in a report two years ago, had 
said China was “building or wanting 
to build” naval bases along the sea 

lane linking it with Gulf oil 
sources.What is of concern to India is 
not merely the growing economic 
links between China and Srilanka  or 
Maldives but the fact that Indian 
diplomacy has failed in these 
countries. “It has not been able to 
persuade Sri Lanka to give its Tamil 
minority a fair deal or the Maldives to 
respect the rules of democracy.” 
 
http://brpbhaskar.blogspot.in/2013/03/
neighbourhood-challenges.html 
Date Accessed: 26.03.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 

INTERNATION

AL AFFAIRS 
 

Implications of Low 
Growth in China  
(Manas Chakravarty, Livemint, 15 
April, 2013) 
  
China is experiencing a much slower 
growth rate than was anticipated, with 
the GDP at 7.7% in the March 2013 
quarter. This has implications on 
various fronts. 
 
1)    Though growth in China had been 

at a low, the 7.9% GDP at the 
fourth quarter of 2012 was a sign 
of recovery and the Asian 
Development Bank had forecast a 
pick-up in 2013 at 8.2%. 

2)   The impact of the slowdown can 
be seen on commodities. China 
accounted for about half of the 
global demand for base metals in 
2011 and one fifth of energy 
consumption. Today, the 
Reuters/Jefferies CRB index is at 
the year’s lowest and copper 
prices are at an eight-month low 
and crude oil prices have also 
been hit  

3)   Some economists are sceptical 
about China’s GDP growth 
numbers and find it dubious as in 
2012 when China claimed a GDP 
growth of 7.8% energy 
consumption came down to 5.5% 

4)   “China’s official target for GDP 
growth this year is 7.5%, which 

means growth is still stronger 
than the target.” 

5)   China has been moving away from 
investment driven growth towards 
consumption which is likely to 
slow growth. 

6)  “ Low commodity and crude oil 
prices are beneficial for India and 
will lower inflation, reduce 
subsidies, thereby improving 
fiscal deficit and India’s current 
account balance.” 

  
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion
/dheeZvN7vLRaOygX0vRr0K/Th
e-implications-of-lower-Chinese-
growth.html 

Date Accessed: 15.04.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
 

PTA can boost Pak-
Indonesia trade up 
to $2b 
(The Nation, 9 April, 2013) 

  
Burhan Muhammad, Ambassador of 
Republic of Indonesia to Pakistan has 
stated that enhancing economic 
cooperation between Indonesia and 
Pakistan is his current priority. By 
connecting the two business 
communities of the two countries 
economic cooperation will be 
strengthened. Along-with developing 
economic ties, military linkages 
“between two brother Muslim 
countries” shall be developed. “He 
highlighted that during his visit to 
Karachi Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, the Indonesia-Pakistan 
Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA) 
was a landmark development in the 
bilateral history of two countries 
which will not only raise bilateral 
trade volume but also open doors for 
Pakistani businessmen to penetrate in 
the emerging Asean market.” With the 
enforcement of PTA, it is said that the 
trade volume of trade between the two 
countries will rise to two billion US 
dollars in a year. Through this, 
“Pakistan can get benefit of 
Indonesian expertise in coal sector for 
its Thar Coal project.” “KCCI believes 
that the Preferential Trade Agreement 
(PTA) will bring closer the business 
communities of both countries and 
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will give a strong boost to the bilateral 
trade ties.” 

  
http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-
news-newspaper-daily-english-
online/business/09-Apr-2013/pta-can-
boost-pak-indonesia-trade-up-to-2b 
Date Accessed: 10.04.2013 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 

America’s 
Assessment Based 
on Baseless Logic 
(The Echo of India, 14 April, 2013) 
 
This article highlights the cussedness 
in the US diplomacy while looking at 
other country’s internal situation and 
assessing it. According to the 
Wikileaks’ exposure of two US 
Embassy cables from New Delhi to 
Washington, one dated February 8, 
2008 and another dated November 6, 
2009, both cables say that India had 
deliberately kept Arunachal Pradesh’s 
infrastructure underdeveloped for 
decades as a deterrent to Chinese 
invasion. It passes an understanding of 
how underdevelopment can help 
develop an underdeveloped and 
neglected person’s love for the 
government that rules over. On the 
contrary, underdevelopment breeds 
alienation and disaffection, offering 
the enemy a golden opportunity to 
exploit and turn the people against 
their government. Even as a deterrent, 
underdevelopment is counter-
productive. Better roads and 
communications enable an army to 
better defend the country against an 
enemy invasion. It enables men and 
materiel to be transported quickly. 
Those familiar with the terrain of 
Arunachal Pradesh know that even 
today, half a century after the Chinese 
aggression of 1962, there are remote 
villages that can be reached on foot 
after several days’ trekking. This has 
not been deliberate as the Americans 
believe but the inhospitable terrain has 
been the biggest obstacle to spread the 
road network as fast and as wide as is 
desirable. The nature, scope and 
purport of development in Arunachal 
have to be decided by taking into 
account the terrain and other 

characteristics of the State. One 
cannot think of starting modern 
engineering plants and factories in 
Arunachal. 
Even factually the insinuation that 
Arunachal Pradesh has been kept 
deliberately backward is not correct, 
though much more needs to be done to 
accelerate the tempo of development. 
The plan size of Arunachal Pradesh 
has gone up from Rs. 817, 94 crore in 
2005-06 to Rs. 3499.18 crore in 2011-
12. 

http://echoofindia.com/editorial/perver
se-logic-27575 
Date Accessed: 15.04.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
  

How Countries 
Voted at the 22nd 
Geneva UNHRC 
(Athulasiri Kumara Samarakoon , 
Daily Mirror, 01 April, 2013) 
 

The article tries to decode the message 
sent by various countries, voting for 
and against the resolution on Sri 
Lanka, at the 22nd Geneva UNHRC . 
Only thirteen nations stood together 
with Sri Lanka, while twenty five 
nations, requested Sri Lanka to shift 
its policy priority from ‘Development’ 
to ‘Devolution’ and 
‘Demilitarization’.  “All these four 
‘D’s – development, demilitarisation, 
devolution and democracy – have to 
be given an equal importance in the 
post-war context, but the absence or 
delay in devolution and 
demilitarisation has been more 
emphasised at Geneva.” Most of the 
international community wants Sri 
Lanka to remain bound to democratic 
ethos. 

“Nevertheless, it is clear that Sri 
Lanka’s tarnished image at the 
international level and its incessant 
search for narrow escapes from the 
commitment to the international 
normative obligations or display of 
non-conformity to international norms 
would help it very little in the long 
run.” International normative are also 
a part of the Realpolitik of great 
powers. It is only the weak elements 

that will be targeted. So, ironically, the 
fate of the Lankan Tamils at the 
domestic front and the small nation 
called Sri Lanka at the international 
front, both being weak, could be 
identical in nature. 

Those twelve countries that came to 
save the image of Sri Lanka were 
mostly constituted by the countries of 
the Islamic world. Pakistan’s active 
role in gathering the support of 
Islamic nations on Sri Lanka’s behalf 
can be seen as an effort at countering 
India and becoming an important actor 
in the region. While Islamic nations’ 
support can be interpreted as third 
world solidarity, it might actually be a 
realistic decision to counter a country-
specific resolution that similarly could 
be brought against them as well. 

“China’s approach to South Asia 
certainly could be working as a 
countervailing force for the small 
nations in the region who would like 
to see that India’s hegemonic role 
would not obstruct their internal and 
external behaviour. China has offered 
Sri Lanka unwavering economic 
assistance, and the quality of 
democracy, good governance or 
respect for international ‘norms’, has 
not been a concern for such 
commitment on its part.” 
 
India’s decision to vote in favour of 
the decision was mainly due to the 
role played by Tamil parties as well as 
its need to align with the USA as the 
international political structure is 
complex with the redistribution of 
power now more in favour of China in 
the East-Asian region. China has 
offered Sri Lanka unwavering 
economic assistance without being 
concerned of democracy and 
governance. As a result, for their own 
interests, India in the regional and 
USA in the international system would 
like to see that Sri Lanka respects 
international norms, and hence the 
resolution. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/opinion/172
-opinion/27520-genie-of-geneva-
dilemma-of-international-normative-
politics-.html 
Date Accessed: 07.04.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
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SOUTH ASIA  
 

 How will Elections 
Impact Pakistan’s 
Foreign Policy 
(Fredric Grare & Reece Trevor, 
Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace, 4 April, 2013) 

  
The article discusses the upcoming 
elections of Pakistan, and how the 
result is unlikely to serve as a popular 
mandate on foreign policy. “Decision 
making on Pakistan’s foreign affairs is 
an increasingly complex process 
reflecting a growing number of 
interest groups and external factors. 
Elections therefore affect foreign 
policy mostly on the margins, but they 
can and do influence decisions and set 
the trend for future developments.” It 
is the civil-military relations and the 
elections that will determine the space 
the civilian leaders have to operate 
and Pakistan’s foreign policy. “The 
competing political parties in Pakistan 
have defined their foreign policy 
priorities only vaguely, and the 
likelihood of coalition building will 
further dilute each party’s ability to 
enact its preferred policies.”  
“Depending on the results, Pakistan’s 
next government could be more 
cooperative in its foreign relations and 
even show less tolerance for state-
sponsored terrorism in order to help 
pursue its regional and global 
objectives. Such a result could, over 
time, change Pakistan’s relations with 
its neighborhood and help define a 
new South Asia.” 

  
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/2
013/04/04/how-will-elections-impact-
pakistan-s-foreign-policy/fxen 
(Date Accessed: 10.04.2013) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 
 
 
 

 

EAST AND 
SOUTH EAST 

ASIA  
 

Chinese Tourism: 
The Good, The 
Bad And The 
Backlash 

(Karla Cripps,  CNN, 12 April, 2013)  
The article says that the biggest 
phenomenon to hit the global travel 
industry since the invention of 
commercial flight is Chinese tourism. 
However experts say that the world is 
not ready for Chinese tourists as there 
have been instances of anti Chinese 
tourists sentiments. 
  
 According to a report from the UN 
100 million Chinese will travel the 
globe by 2015.In 2012, the Chinese 
overtook Americans and Germans as 
the world's top international tourism 
spenders, with 83 million people 
spending a record US$102 billion on 
international tourism. But if one looks 
at the surveys and forums in china, the 
majority of Chinese people are not 
satisfied with the service they get 
when they travel -- especially outside 
East and Southeast Asia. There also 
have been cases of clashes between 
locals and Chinese tourists. 
  
 Experts at China Outbound Tourism 
Research Institute (COTRI), say that 
the “global travel industry needs to 
stop relying on old stereotypes about 
the Chinese and actually listen to what 
they want. The problem is that even 
when management understands that 
Chinese outbound tourism is the 
largest and potentially most important 
market in the world, this awareness 
isn't manifesting itself on the front line 
with service staff that is actually in 
touch with customers.” In this context 
experts suggest that the social media 
can play an important role to 
understand Chinese needs. As many 
Chinese tourists are sharing and 
discussing their travel experiences 

online. The information available 
online can help the travel industry 
adapt to make the Chinese tourists feel 
at home. 
  
http://edition.cnn.com/2013/04/09/trav
el/chinese-tourism-
impact/index.html?hpt=hp_c3 
Date Accessed 12.04.2013 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 

 
China to Introduce 
Unified Realty 
Registration System 
(Opinion, China Daily, 01 April, 
2013) 
The article states that the “timetable 
for a regulation on real estate 
registration announced by the State 
Council of China  is a necessary step 
toward building an open and 
transparent national property 
information platform.” The proposed 
unified realty registration system will 
be implemented next year and is 
intended to protect the security of 
property transactions and effectively 
protect the legal rights of property 
owners. 

“The rising momentum in house 
prices, which has accelerated since the 
last quarter of 2012, has caused 
growing concerns over the busting of 
the already-dangerous housing 
bubbles and prompted the government 
to announce on March 1 that 
homeowners will have to pay a 20 
percent capital gains tax when they 
sell property, instead of the 1 percent 
tax on the gross selling price that is 
more widely adopted at the moment. 
Because there is no definite date for 
when this will come into effect, people 
have been rushing to sell their 
property before it comes into force. 
Domestic second-hand housing sales 
and prices, especially in some first-tier 
cities such as Beijing and Shanghai, 
witnessed their fiercest-ever increases 
in March.” 

The inability of the Chinese 
government to curb the price hikes 
despite introducing several rounds of 
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regulatory measures has once again 
put the government in an embarrassing 
situation.  However, the proposed 
realty registration system is suppose 
remove some of the obstacles to the 
adoption of a nationwide property tax, 
which is one of the most forcible cards 
the government still has left to play in 
its bid to cool the domestic housing 
market and if it is followed by a 
targeted property tax, will be 
instrumental in taking the heat out of 
the real estate market. 
 
http://webcache.googleusercontent.co
m/search?q=cache:http://www.chinada
ily.com.cn/opinion/2013-
04/01/content_16363183.htm 
Date Accessed 10.04.2013 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
 

China to Prepare 
For Floods 
 (Opinion, China Daily, 3 April, 
2013) 

The State Council of China has urged 
the city authorities to improve sewage 
systems and flood-prevention and 
control facilities in order to reduce the 
death toll and damage resulting from 
floods.“According to the document 
issued, city administrators should 
devise rainstorm-response and anti-
flood emergency plans before this 
year's rainy season arrives. They are 
also asked to complete rainwater and 
sewage diversion systems and to 
upgrade their underground drainage 
pipelines where necessary within five 
years. The document also urges an 
adequate drainage and flood 
prevention system be set up within a 
period of about 10 years. City 
authorities are also demanded to carry 
out an overhaul of their drainage 
capabilities and this work will be 
included in the broader performance 
assessment of officials. To facilitate 
the work, the country's 
meteorological, water conservancy, 
traffic, public security and other 
departments are urged to improve their 
information-sharing and coordination 
mechanisms.” 

The author says that last year's 
devastating floods in Beijing  should 
serve as a lesson to china’s authorities 
as it highlighted the problem of 
decision-makers' putting excessive 
emphasis on economic development 
indicators and their neglect of urban 
management as it contributes less to 
their performance assessment than 
GDP figures. In this context the “State 
Council's latest move is a reminder 
that our city planners need to change 
their approach and pay attention to the 
urban environment in which people 
live.” 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion
/2013-04/03/content_16371698.htm 
Date Accessed 12.04.2013 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
 

Race On for Ports, 
Pipelines in 
Myanmar  
(Eric Draitser, Asia Times, 28 
March 2013) 
 
The article discusses how Myanmar, 
“perched between China and India as 
a gateway to Southeast Asia, is now 
well-poised to profit from the 
geostrategic competition for its 
resources, contracts and markets. The 
current port projects in Myanmar 
represent a microcosm of the battle for 
influence between China and their 
regional and global competitors for 
both economic pre-eminence in 
Myanmar and security over critical 
maritime trade routes. 
  
Financed and constructed by India, 
“the Sittwe port represents one part of 
the Kaladan Multimodal Transit 
Transport Project, a sweeping 
initiative designed to link eastern India 
with Myanmar and, by extension, the 
rest of the region via sea, waterways 
and highways. New Delhi views the 
megaproject as integral to its “Look 
East'' policy, which seeks economic 
growth and political influence through 
the development of ties with regional 
partners.” 
 
Like Sittwe for India, the port at 
Kyaukphyu is a cornerstone in China's 
strategy in Myanmar, “as it forms the 

foundation for its investments in both 
energy production and delivery 
infrastructure in Myanmar. 
Kyaukphyu represents the entry point 
of Chinese-funded twin oil and gas 
pipelines that will run across 
Myanmar into southwestern China's 
Yunnan province. Not only will these 
pipelines become a reliable means of 
delivering energy imports from the 
Middle East and Africa directly to 
China without having to navigate the 
narrow Strait of Malacca and 
increasingly volatile South China Sea, 
they will also provide China a 
potential direct line to over 20 new 
offshore oil and gas exploration blocks 
that will go up for international 
auction in April.”  
 
Yet these opportunities have come 
with their own challenges as can be 
seen in the case of the Chinese-funded 
Myitsone Dam, a hydroelectric power 
project which has been suspended in 
wake of the ensuing violence and 
insecurity, environmental concerns 
and issues of national pride. Under 
this project around 90% of the power 
generated from the dam was to be 
exported to south-western China at a 
time when Myanmar itself continues 
to suffer from chronic power 
shortages. 
 
This serves as a good example of the 
fact that while these projects hold 
great promise for the development of 
Myanmar, which has suffered 
underdevelopment and chronic 
mismanagement under decades of 
military rule, yet unregulated foreign 
investment may destabilize Myanmar's 
fragile transitional economy. 

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Southe
ast_Asia/SEA-01-280313.html 
Date Accessed: 6.4.2013 
(Hansa Kaul) 
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MIDDLE-EAST  

 

Arab League 
Ministers Discuss 
Israel-PA Peace 
(Elad Benari, Arutz Sheva, 9 April, 
2013) 

  
The article discusses the meeting of an 
Arab ministerial committee in Qatar to 
discuss methods to revive the peace 
process between Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority. The 
organizations secretary general, Nabil 
al-Arabi said that "This meeting was 
to discuss the mission of the Arab 
delegation that will visit Washington 
on April 29." The team that will visit 
Washington will be meeting President 
Barack Obama and Secretary of State, 
John Kerry and discuss initiatives to 
“to bring back to life the 2002 Arab 
peace initiative, which offers 
diplomatic recognition of Israel in 
return for its complete withdrawal 
from Judea and Samaria and a 
resolution of the "Palestinian refugee" 
issue.” 

  
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/N
ews/News.aspx/166909#.UWfl47VTC
Sp 
(Date Accessed: 11.04.2013) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 

AFRICA  
 

Is Your Old T-Shirt 
Hurting African 
Economies? 
(Robyn Curnow and Teo 
Kermeliotis, CNN, 12 April, 2013) 
 
 The article highlights that a large 
proportion of previously owned 
clothes from the west is ending up in 
market stalls across Africa and is 
damaging local clothing industries. 
According to an Oxfam report, used 
garments account for over 50% of the 

clothing sector by volume in many 
sub-Saharan African countries and 
African customers find these clothes 
exceeding desirable as they are 
affordable. However experts point that 
the mass influx of cheap western cast 
off’s West are having a long term 
negative impact as the Africa's local 
fashion industries are finding it very 
difficult to compete with rival the 
second-hand market. 
  
Analysts say that textile industries are 
relatively easy to develop; being 
labour intensive and having the 
capacity to generate national revenues 
can boost economic growth. However 
the introduction of trade-liberalization 
policies and the opening of economies 
in the 1980s and 1990 have allowed 
both second-hand and cheap new 
imports, especially from Asian 
countries to enter markets across 
Africa. This has undermined growth 
opportunities for many local industries 
and has led to the closure of several 
African clothing factories. For 
example according to a 2006 report, 
textile and clothing employment in 
Ghana declined by 80% from 1975 to 
2000; in Zambia it fell from 25,000 
workers in the 1980s to below 10,000 
in 2002; and in Nigeria the number of 
workers fell from 200,000 to being 
insignificant. Whereas the global trade 
of second-hand clothing has become a 
million dollar industry across Africa 
and stood at $1.9 billion in 2009, 
according to 2011 U.N. data. 
 
To deal with the problem, a number of 
African countries have banned imports 
of second-hand clothes in recent years 
to protect their national textiles 
industries. Even then African local 
industries continue to face threat from 
the Chinese imports that are even 
cheaper than the Western hand-me-
downs and locally made clothes. 
 
http://edition.cnn.com/2013/04/12/bus
iness/second-hand-clothes-
africa/index.html?hpt=hp_t4 
Date Accessed 12.04.2013 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

EUROPE 
 

Eurozone Crisis: 
Austerity Can Help 
to Fight 
Corruption, says 
graft report  
(Andrew Bowen, Spiegel 
International, 8 April, 2013) 
 
According to a study on corruption in 
the European Union, austerity “can 
have a positive effect in combating 
corruption, limiting the amount of 
cash that public officials can give out 
for things like bloated government 
contracts.” The Euro-zone crisis, by 
drying up resources and opportunities 
for corruption "has acted as a strong 
anticorruption agent in these 
countries." Countries which have been 
given a boost in their fight against 
corruption include Spain, Portugal and 
Italy. The findings also revealed that 
“while austerity may limit 
opportunities for corruption in some 
countries, it could have the opposite 
effect in countries where, for example, 
civil servants who are already earning 
a meagre living have their pay cut 
even further.” It also “directly 
contradicts the notion that 
membership in the EU necessarily 
makes countries less corrupt.” This is 
because “funding from the EU can 
also have the counterintuitive effect of 
fostering corruption when government 
officials are given too much freedom 
in how to spend that money.” In 
response to this the study recommends 
that “the current "post-facto" practice 
of evaluating projects after they've 
been funded be replaced with an 
"early warning mechanism" that flags 
when favouritism could be a factor in 
how money is being spent.”   
 
http://www.spiegel.de/international/eu
rope/study-finds-austerity-in-europe-
can-help-fight-corruption-a-
893069.html 
Date Accessed: 13.04.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
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BOOKS 
 

The Economic War 
Against Cuba 
A Historical and Legal Perspective 
on the U.S. Blockade 
by Salim Lamrani 
  
Economic sanctions levied against 
Cuba by the United States form a 
significant part of the Cuban history. 
“For over fifty years, these sanctions 
have been upheld by every 
presidential administration, and at 
times intensified by individual 
presidents and acts of Congress.” 
According to the article, “they are a 
key part of the U.S. government’s 
ongoing campaign to undermine the 
Cuban Revolution, and stand in 
egregious violation of international 
law. Most importantly, the sanctions 
are cruelly designed for their harmful 
impact on the Cuban people.” 
 
In this book, “Salim Lamrani explains 
about U.S. economic sanctions against 
Cuba: their origins, their provisions, 
how they contravene international law, 
and how they affect the lives of 
Cubans.” He examines the U.S. 
government’s own official documents 
to present an honest and powerful 
“critique of Washington’s 
extraterritorial application of sanctions 
against Cuba.” 
 
http://monthlyreview.org/press/books/
pb3409/ 
Date Accessed: 13.04.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
 
 

Obituary  
 

The Iron Lady who 
Remade Britain 
(Joseph R Gregory, The Hindu, 9 
April, 2013) 
 
Margaret Thatcher, who passed away 
on 8th April, 2013, was the “Iron 
Lady” of British politics who pulled 
her country back from 35 years of 
socialism, led it to victory in the 

Falklands war and helped guide the 
United States and the Soviet Union 
through the Cold War. “Mrs. Thatcher 
was the first woman to become prime 
minister of Britain and the first to lead 
a major Western power in modern 
times. Hard-driving and hard-headed, 
she led her Conservative Party to three 
straight election victories and held 
office for 11/ years — May 1979 to 
November 1990 — longer than any 
other British politician in the 20th 
century. Her tough economic 
positions, to uplift a country sickened 
by inflation, budget deficits and 
industrial unrest, brought wide swings 
in her popularity. “But by the time she 
left office, the principles known as 
Thatcherism — the belief that 
economic freedom and individual 
liberty are interdependent, that 
personal responsibility and hard work 
are the only ways to national 
prosperity, and that the free-market 
democracies must stand firm against 
aggression — had won many 
disciples.” 

Mrs. Thatcher broke the power of the 
labour unions and forced the Labour 
Party to abandon its commitment to 
nationalised industry and accept the 
importance of the free market. In 
October 1980, 17 months into her first 
term, Mrs. Thatcher faced disaster as 
more businesses were failing and more 
people were out of work than at any 
time since the Great Depression. Even 
as the Conservatives criticised her by 
calling her a “free-market ideologue 
oblivious to life on the street and the 
exigencies of realpolitik”, she was not 
willing to compromise. Her policies 
revitalised British business, spurred 
industrial growth and expanded the 
middle class. But her reputation was 
tarnished in the third term when 
dissension over monetary policy, taxes 
and Britain’s place in the European 
Community caused her government to 
give up hard-won gains against 
inflation and unemployment. 

“She was one of the first Western 
leaders to recognise that the Soviets 
would soon be led by a member of a 
new generation, Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev, and invited him to Britain 
in December 1984, three months 
before he came to power. “I like Mr. 

Gorbachev,” she declared. “We can do 
business together.” Her rapport with 
the new Soviet leader and her 
friendship with President Ronald 
Reagan made her a vital link between 
the White House and the Kremlin in 
their tense negotiations to halt the 
arms race of the 1980s.” 
Ronald Millar, a playwright and 
speech writer for the Prime Minister, 
wrote, “Margaret Thatcher evoked 
extreme feelings. To some she could 
do no right, to others no wrong. 
Indifference was not an option. She 
could stir almost physical hostility in 
normally rational people, while she 
inspired deathless devotion in others.” 

 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-
ed/the-iron-lady-who-remade-
britain/article4595547.ece 
Date Accessed: 10.04.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 
 


