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Cover Story 
 
 “Do Schools Get Their Money?”: Paisa Report Questions 
  
The disappointing revelations by the Annual Survey of Education- Rural (ASER) survey regarding the 
decreasing quality of education have drawn widespread attention towards the provision for education in India 
and majorly the State’s role in the process. Whether the government has taken adequate measures towards 
improvement in the education remains the key question. Amidst these concerns, the PAISA report “Do Schools 
get their money?” drafted by Accountability Initiative, Centre for Policy Research and ASER, studies the 
budgetary allocations made by both the centre and state to comply with provisions of RTE for provision of 
mandatory education for children in the age group of 6 to 14 years. It not only studies the financing but also 
examines whether this education results into any value addition in terms of learning outcomes. PAISA’s 
specific point of investigation is the school grants in Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), which is the Government of 
India’s (GOI) primary vehicle for implementing the Right to Education Act. SSA is thus the most crucial 
government program for the overall provision of elementary education in the country today. SSA provides for 
three types of grants to all government schools in the country. These are: a) School Maintenance grant (SMG); 
(ii) School Development grant or School grant (SDG); and (iii) Teaching-Learning Material (TLM) grant. 
 
The report seeks to address the issue of whether there have been any significant increases in the budget 
allocations towards SSA, whether this increase translates into the desired outcomes in terms of quality 
education and whether allocation alone is a sufficient condition to ensure improvement in the education or 
should there be an introspection into the spending patterns? 
 
In 2012-13, total SSA allocation for the country (including state share) was Rs. 67,307 crores. School grants 
accounted for Rs. 1377 crores, about 2% of this total allocation. Small as they are, these are the only monies 
that actually reach the bank accounts of all government schools every year, and the only funds over which 
school management committees can exercise some expenditure control. Consequently, school grants have a 
significant bearing on the day to- day functioning of the school - whether school infrastructure is maintained 
properly, administrative expenses are catered for, and teaching materials (apart from textbooks) are available. 
 
In the 2012 report, the PAISA exercise has analysed state budget allocations along with the SSA to provide a 
holistic picture of elementary education outlays. 
 
PAISA REPORT - Key Findings 
 
• How does India allocate towards elementary education ? 
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• How much does India allocate to Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan ? 
SSA allocations increased by 57%, from 4277620 lakhs in 2010-11 to 6730747 lakhs in 2012-13. 
 

• How does India prioritize its SSA resources ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• How does India spend its SSA resources ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• What happens with monies spent? 
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The current planning and budgeting system for elementary education is extremely centralized by design and 
inefficient in its implementation. Despite policy pronouncements, districts, schools, and SMCs remain at the 
fringes of the decision making process. Moreover, even in the current framework, state capacity to spend is 
limited - the combination of late arrival of funds, overly centralized guidelines, weak human resource capacity, 
and administrative red tape can together make spending efficiently near impossible. 
Macro Picture 
• Since the RTE was launched in 2009, India’s elementary education allocations have increased by 23% from Rs. 

119771 crores in 2010-11 to Rs. 147059 crores in 2012-13.5 Per student allocations have also increased from Rs. 
9367 to Rs. 11509. But these increases have been variable across states. Nagaland and Haryana have had the 
largest increase in allocations: 82% and 43% between 2010-11 and 2012-13. On the other hand, allocations have 
dropped by 38% and 11% in Sikkim and Jharkhand, respectively. 
 

• There are also wide variations in the per student allocations across the states. Bihar allocates only Rs. 5516 per 
student, while states like Kerala and Goa allocate Rs. 37667 and Rs. 45867 respectively. 

 
• The SSA budget has seen a far more significant increase in the last three years. It increased by 57%, up from Rs. 

42,777 crores to Rs. 67,307 crores between 2010-11 and 2012-13. Per student allocation for SSA was at Rs. 5257 in 
2012-13, up from Rs. 3378 in 2010-11. 
 

• In 2012-13, allocations to teachers (salaries, training and teaching inputs such as Teachers Learning Equipment) 
accounted for 43% of the SSA budget, the largest share out of all the components. School infrastructure 
accounted for the next highest share with an allocation of 35%. Allocations for children (entitlements, 
mainstreaming out of school children, and remedial teaching) accounted for 12% of the SSA budget. Quality 
specific activities received only 2% of the SSA budget. 

 
• There are variations in component-wise allocations across the states. Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh allocated the 

highest share of their SSA budget to teachers - 76% and 73%. 
 

• Spending has failed to keep pace with these increased allocations. This decrease in spending can be seen in most 
of the states. Punjab had the largest drop in expenditure from 98% in 2010-11 to 52% in 2011-12. 

 
This macro picture of the SSA financing system highlights that the current budgeting system prioritizes inputs 
(the bulk of the SSA budget is allocated to teachers and school infrastructure) and is extremely centralized. All 
critical teacher and infrastructure-related decisions are taken by the education bureaucracy which is managed 
and controlled by the state government. Funds for infrastructure development are often channelled to schools; 
however, key decisions related to sanctions and procurement are taken by the district administration. 
Importantly, while a school can demand infrastructure funds, it has no decision-making power over the timing 
of receipt of these funds and de-facto funds have to be spent based on priorities set by the state and district 
administration. 
Micro Picture 
• Receipt of Grants : The percentage of schools receiving grants in 2011- 12 has improved compared with 2010-

11.There are variations in grant receipts across the states with states like Bihar and West Bengal being at the worse 
end while southern states like Andhra pradesh and Karnataka have done considerably well. 

 
• Timeliness of Fund Flows : There has been no major improvement in the timeliness of grants between 2011-12 and 

2012-13. More than 30% schools did not receive a single grant by October-November 2012. This trend is 
worrying as the number has increased from 26% in 2010-11 to 32% in 2012-13. Gujarat and Karnataka perform well 
in terms of timeliness with approximately 90% schools receiving Teaching Learning Material Grant and over 80% 
schools receiving School Development Grant and School Maintenance Grant by November 2012. However, in 
Rajasthan, very few schools had received their grants by November. Block- and district-level officials attribute 
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these delays to problems such as limited access to core banking, banks not crediting accounts on time, incorrect 
bank account numbers, and lack of clarity of grant names during fund transfers. 
 

• Fund Allocation - Total or Partial?? : While schools do receive money, they don’t always report receiving their 
entire financial entitlement (in terms of number of grants). In FY 2011-12, 74% schools reported receiving all three 
mandatory grants. Himachal Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, and Karnataka are amongst the best performers on this 
indicator. Meghalaya and Rajasthan are poor performers. In 2011-12, only 26% of schools received all three 
grants in Meghalaya. In Rajasthan, 58% received all 3 grants. 
 

• Fund Utilization by the schools: Much of the expenditure is on essential items. Between April 2011 and November 
2012, 67% schools white-washed their walls and 70% used some of their money to fund school events. 90% schools 
purchased chalks/dusters and registers. Interestingly, there has hardly been an increase in the percentage of schools 
taking up repair work, such a repair of toilets (36%) or of drinking water facilities (44%) over the past two years. This 
indicates that school funds are simply not enough for the range of work that schools are meant to undertake. 
The money schools get seems to get absorbed in just purchasing essential supplies, leaving little for other 
activities. Also the planning at the school level is weak and that expenditures don’t always connect with school 
needs. 
 

• Compliance with RTE: The key emphasis for schools in India has been on meeting infrastructure and human 
resource norms laid down by the Act. Yet, the PAISA survey highlights significant gaps in achievement of these 
norms. SSA outlays for teachers and school infrastructure increased by 61% between 2010- 11 and 2011-12. 
However, 46% schools had a Pupil Teacher Ratio (PTR) greater than 30, while 38% schools had a PTR greater than 
35. In terms of physical infrastructure, at the time of the survey, 25% schools did not have a separate toilet for girls 
and 47% schools had fewer classrooms than required by the RTE. Overall, only 15% of the government schools in 
the country are in compliance of all the seven physical infrastructure norms identified by the RTE. 
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A centralized, one size fits all system can not accommodate the increasing challenge to achieve the education 
target as emphasized in the 12th Plan. Autonomy and innovation are the key principles of an outcomes-based 
delivery mechanism. There is a need to introspect what is going wrong. 
 
Relationship between Allocations and Outcomes 
As shown by successive rounds of ASER report, while allocations have been rising, learning levels have 
declined. Simple Regression analysis states that higher allocations account for higher learning. However, it does 
not account for state specific characteristics. Once state specific factors are accounted for in the regression, the 
effect of per student allocations on learning levels turns out to be significantly weaker. An increase in per 
student allocation by Rs 1000 will increase the outcome by 0.2% points. These results point towards deeper 
structural problems which must be identified and addressed on a high priority basis. 
 
Spending Pattern 
Although allocations for Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan have increased three fold over last few years, expenditure has 
failed to keep up. In fact, after the passing of RTE, the gap between allocations and expenditure has widened 
even more.  
 

Figure 1: SSA Allocations and Expenditure 
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More importantly, with the increase in allocations, learning levels have remained more or less stagnant. In 2012, 
only 54% of Standard 3-5 students could read a standard 1 text. This necessitates an analysis of the current 
model for financing elementary education that is based on a top down delivery model. Although the budget 
allocations have increased, trends indicate that a bulk of this increase has been in infrastructure financing: 
building classrooms, boundary walls, playgrounds and toilets. There is no evidence to suggest that building 
infrastructure leads to better outcomes. Contrarily, two grants directly related to quality, the innovation grant 
and the Learning Enhancement Programme (LEP) - constituted only 2% of SSA allocations in FY 2012-12. 
Also, there have been delays in planned allocations at Centre and State level which has a further knock on effect 
at the lower levels. Even when money reaches the beneficiaries, inefficiencies and bottlenecks make spending 
difficult. Also, there are numerous vacancies in many administrative and financial management posts as well as 
with respect to Block resource Coordinators. Resultantly, expenditure decisions are often a consequence of 
coping strategies rather than an informed decision directed towards achieving a specific outcome. SSA 
requires that expenditure decisions should be taken based on plans made by the School Management Committee 
(SMCs), evidence suggests this is not the case.  This inability to spend results in states not being able to meet 
their RTE targets. Therefore, focus needs to shift towards building state capability and capacity to spend 
these allocations efficiently.  
 
 

 
 

 
MONITORING PROCESS 
 
The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan framework acknowledges the insufficient monitoring of schools and its consequent 
impact on the quality of the teacher-learning process. The Indian education delivery system is highly 
centralized and officials closest to the schools have the capacity to detect problems but do not have the 
power or incentive to address them. This creates a trap where problems often have to escalate to a stage that 
merits higher-level authorities to intervene and be able to find a solution. There is a need to hold monitors 
accountable and also measure the monitoring outcomes. Monitors should also be empowered to generate 
solutions. 
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THE WAY FORWARD 
 
 

• Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) have been pushed as a model for the government to deliver education 
services. The Working Group report on School Education for the 12th Five-Year Plan gives a clear view 
of the institutional push towards PPP structures with the aim of providing quality education. 

• In India, the PPPs in education are extremely underutilized and so the areas where there is a real failure 
of the government sector to improve their performance, PPPs are seen as an opportunity to private 
players a key stakeholder in risk-sharing to overcome monetary, infrastructure. and human resource gaps 
that government experiences 

• Initiative to build capacity for enhancing transparency and accountability has to be taken up to change 
the face of service-delivery in districts across India. 
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India’s Bold New 
Wealth Tax 
Probably Won’t 
Work: And that’s 
Because of 
Mauritius 
(Naomi Rovnick, Quartz, 28 
February, 2013) 
 
The Indian government’s budget 
2013-2014 has imposed new taxes on 
corporations and the rich. It involves 
an added surcharge on local firms with 
incomes of more than 100 million 
rupees and a 10 per cent surcharge on 
individuals with annual taxable 
incomes topping 10 million rupees. 
 
But the plan may not be workable 
because of the ease with which rich 
Indians can avoid the surcharge by 
parking their money in Mauritius, an 
island with an incredibly convenient 
set of tax rules. Under a tax treaty 
between India and Mauritius, 
companies based in Mauritius are not 
taxed on their investments in India. 
Instead, they pay incredibly low tax in 
Mauritius. This allows Indians to send 
their cash to Mauritius and re-route it 
to India as FDI in the form of a 
Mauritius-headquartered Indian 
investment fund. Not all Mauritius-
based Indian investment funds are 
aiding illegal tax evasion. Still, India’s 
Central Bureau of Investigation 
estimates that the country has lost 
$500 billion to tax havens such as 
Mauritius. 
 
Therefore, it is hard to believe that the 
Indian government has not yet closed 
the loop hole. It has been reviewing 
the tax treaty with Mauritius since 
2006. One doubts whether the 
government is hesitating to take a bold 
step because of the large number of 
powerful Indians enjoying the tax 
dodge. Whatever the case may be, it is 
not good for India’s new budget plan. 
 
http://qz.com/57738/indias-bold-new-
wealth-tax-probably-wont-work-and-
thats-because-of-mauritius/ 
Date Accessed: 18.03.2013 

(Amrutha Jose) 
  

 Lessons in Good 
Governance from 
‘BIMARU’ States 
(Swaminathan S Anklesaria Aiyar, 
The Economic Times, 18 March, 
2013) 
 
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh 
and Madhya Pradesh once called 
Bimaru States, are now growing at a 
much faster growth rate than the 
national average. “In 2011-12, 
national GDP growth was 6.21%. But 
Bihar (13.26%), Madhya Pradesh 
(11.81%), Jharkhand (8.92%) and 
even Uttar Pradesh (6.86%) fared 
better than the national average. 
Odisha (4.92%) lagged behind, but 
this was a one-time departure from an 
average of 8% in the last decade. In 
2000, Odisha had the biggest fiscal 
deficit and debt to GDP ratio among 
all states but it has become a revenue-
surplus state. It has benefited from 
weeding out of corruption from its 
rich minerals sector. The Nitish 
Kumar government drove Bihar, 
earlier one of the worst performing 
states to double digit growth simply 
by improving law and order and 
building basic infrastructure facilities 
like roads and bridges. It has also 
made drastic improvement in terms of 
social indicators like primary health 
and primary education. 
 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
opinion/columnists/swaminathan-s-a-
aiyar/lessons-in-good-governance-
from-former-bimaru-states-bihar-
odisha-and-
chhattisgarh/articleshow/19028991.cm
s 
Date accessed: 20.3.2013 
(Simi Sunny)       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bangladesh, Nepal, 
Rwanda Perform 
Better than India in 
Reducing Poverty - 
A Study 
(Nita Bhalla, Reuters, 19 March, 
2013) 
 
According to an Oxford University 
study, Nepal, Bangladesh and Rwanda 
have outdone India in reducing the 
number of poor. “The study, based on 
research in 22 countries, said the three 
nations had the strongest decreases in 
poverty as recorded by its 
Multidimensional Poverty Index 
(MPI) which looks at various 
indicators including health, education 
and living standards. In Bangladesh, 
poverty rates decreased by 3.2 
percentage points per year between 
2004 and 2007, Rwanda by 3.4 
percent annually from 2005 to 2010 
and Nepal by 4.1 percent annually  
between 2006 and 2011.”  
 
These countries have managed to 
reduce multidimensional poverty by 
tackling a range of different 
deprivations. For instance, Nepal has 
improved social well-being in the 
areas of nutrition, child mortality, 
electricity, improved flooring and 
assets. “Rwanda showed the biggest 
improvement in sanitation and water, 
and Bangladesh did best in improving 
sanitation and school attendance.” 
However, “India has cut poverty by an 
average of only 1.2 percentage points 
annually between 1999 and 2006. In 
India, least progress had been made in 
the most under developed areas such 
as Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal, and 
among the most marginalised 
communities such as Muslims, tribals, 
lower castes and female-headed 
households.” 
 
The study concludes by saying that “if 
Nepal and Bangladesh continue 
reducing poverty at the current rate, 
they will halve MPI in less than 10 
years and eradicate it in 20. Based on 
the same assumptions, it will take 

http://qz.com/57738/indias-bold-new-wealth-tax-probably-wont-work-and-thats-because-of-mauritius/
http://qz.com/57738/indias-bold-new-wealth-tax-probably-wont-work-and-thats-because-of-mauritius/
http://qz.com/57738/indias-bold-new-wealth-tax-probably-wont-work-and-thats-because-of-mauritius/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/columnists/swaminathan-s-a-aiyar/lessons-in-good-governance-from-former-bimaru-states-bihar-odisha-and-chhattisgarh/articleshow/19028991.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/columnists/swaminathan-s-a-aiyar/lessons-in-good-governance-from-former-bimaru-states-bihar-odisha-and-chhattisgarh/articleshow/19028991.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/columnists/swaminathan-s-a-aiyar/lessons-in-good-governance-from-former-bimaru-states-bihar-odisha-and-chhattisgarh/articleshow/19028991.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/columnists/swaminathan-s-a-aiyar/lessons-in-good-governance-from-former-bimaru-states-bihar-odisha-and-chhattisgarh/articleshow/19028991.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/columnists/swaminathan-s-a-aiyar/lessons-in-good-governance-from-former-bimaru-states-bihar-odisha-and-chhattisgarh/articleshow/19028991.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/columnists/swaminathan-s-a-aiyar/lessons-in-good-governance-from-former-bimaru-states-bihar-odisha-and-chhattisgarh/articleshow/19028991.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/columnists/swaminathan-s-a-aiyar/lessons-in-good-governance-from-former-bimaru-states-bihar-odisha-and-chhattisgarh/articleshow/19028991.cms
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India 41 years to eradicate acute 
poverty as measured by the MPI." 
 
http://in.reuters.com/article/2013/03/1
9/bangladesh-nepal-poverty-india-
idINDEE92H0FZ20130319 
Date accessed: 20.03.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
                                  
 

Kerala Cowers in 
Saudi Job Sweep 
Ananthakrishnan G, The Telegraph, 
31 March 2013 
  
The recent crackdown by Saudi 
Arabia to enforce a rule that requires 
companies to hire sons of the soil can 
have a deep impact on Kerala, whose 
economy is dependent on expat 
remittals or “Gulf money.” The 
crackdown has come in the form of 
raids launched after a deadline to 
comply with a scheme called nitaqat 
which expired on 27th March 2013. 
The nitaqat rule of June 2011 requires 
business establishments to reserve 10 
per cent of jobs for Saudi citizens and 
accordingly firms are classified into 
four coloured segments with ‘red’ 
denoting non-compliance.” According 
to the author “about three months ago 
around 25,000 small and medium 
enterprises were placed in the “red” 
category and after the March 27 
deadline, workers in these units have 
little option but to return as the work 
permits of those in the red zone will 
not be renewed.” 
  
Economists have been warning that 
Kerala is riding high on petro-dollar 
stilts that can collapse without notice 
and “for Kerala’s Gulf-dependent 
economy, which received Rs 46,695 
crore in remittances in 2011 (around 
31 per cent of the state domestic 
product), any sudden influx will mean 
an unprecedented crisis.” 
 
“Over 5 lakh people from Kerala work 
in the kingdom and some have 
expressed fears that at least 1 lakh 
could be affected by the Saudi sweep 
that is being described in the state as 
“Saudiisation.” Since a work permit is 
a mandatory requirement for getting 
iqama (residence permit), they have 
overnight become illegal immigrants. 

In the last few days, 48 people have 
returned to Kerala and” their passports 
have been stamped with the exit visa, 
which makes re-entry to any of the 
Gulf countries impossible.” One of the 
passengers who arrived recently spoke 
of a fear psychosis, pointing out that 
“many small shops run by Malayalis 
have already been shut and the 
workers there have either fled or were 
spending time cooped up in their 
rooms fearing arrest.” C.K. Saji 
Narayanan of the Bharatiya Mazdoor 
Sangh, raised another issue. “This is 
going to create an upheaval. If Saudi 
has done it today, other countries in 
the Gulf Co-operation Council will be 
the next.” 
 
Finally the author argues that given 
Kerala’s own labour composition, a 
large portion of which constitutes 
migrant labour from states like 
Bengal, Odisha and Bihar the state 
seems “ill-prepared to take back or 
employ the expatriates, many of who 
are semi-skilled or unskilled.” 
  
http://www.telegraphindia.com/11304
01/jsp/nation/story_16733212.jsp#.U
Vj6FhwwrgY 
Date accessed: 31.3.2013 
(Hansa Kaul) 
 
 
 
 

http://in.reuters.com/article/2013/03/19/bangladesh-nepal-poverty-india-idINDEE92H0FZ20130319
http://in.reuters.com/article/2013/03/19/bangladesh-nepal-poverty-india-idINDEE92H0FZ20130319
http://in.reuters.com/article/2013/03/19/bangladesh-nepal-poverty-india-idINDEE92H0FZ20130319
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1130401/jsp/nation/story_16733212.jsp#.UVj6FhwwrgY
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1130401/jsp/nation/story_16733212.jsp#.UVj6FhwwrgY
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1130401/jsp/nation/story_16733212.jsp#.UVj6FhwwrgY
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DEVELOPMENT 
 

UNDP: Address 
Disaster Risk for 
Sustainable 
Development 
(Jo Scheuer, UNDP, 13 March, 
2013)  
  
Disasters and development have a two 
way relationship which cannot be 
ignored, according to the UNDP. 
Disasters set back development 
achievements. This is obvious when 
an earthquake destroys a school. 
Alternatively, development decisions 
can also affect disasters- for 
example, when houses are built to a 
standard that doesn’t resist 
earthquakes. Therefore, the UNDP 
advices that “we can no longer afford 
to ignore disaster risk or the 
relationship between disasters and 
development. Hence, disasters must be 
part of the new development 
framework because it is the poor and 
marginalized who are most vulnerable 
to catastrophe.” In catastrophic 
situations the “poor are deprived of 
crops, homes, schools and health 
centers, and the struggle to escape 
poverty is reversed, sometimes by 
decades.” Moreover, the cost of 
disasters is not limited to the countries 
in which they occur. In the 
increasingly interconnected world, a 
flood in Bangkok can have economic 
impacts, even in faraway developed 
countries. 
  
The article stresses on the need to 
incorporate resilience to disasters as a 
central goal to the Post-2015 
Millenium Development Goal agenda. 
Avoiding or mitigating disasters can 
not only saves lives, but protects 
scarce development resources. In 
conclusion it says that “only countries 
with systems and institutions that save 
lives and protect development 
investment for future generations will 
reap the benefits of sustainable 
development.” 
 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/
home/ourperspective/ourperspectivear
ticles/2013/03/13/-post-2015-failing-
to-address-disaster-risk-is-not-an-
option.html 
Date accessed: 20.03.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
 

GOVERNANCE 
 

Efforts Being Made 
by the Govt. to 
Tackle Drug Abuse 
in India 
(Press Information Bureau, 19 
March, 2013) 
 
 Drug abuse, has been a persistent and 
grave problem  in India and  is being 
addressed by the Ministry of Social 
Justice and Empowerment in several 
ways. It is implementing a Central 
Sector Scheme of Assistance for 
Prevention of Alcoholism and 
Substance (Drug) Abuse wherein 
financial support is given to NGOs, 
Panchayati Raj Institutions, Urban 
Local Bodies, Nehru Yuva Sangthan 
and others “for running and 
maintenance of Integrated 
Rehabilitation Centres for Addicts 
(IRCAs) on the basis of the 
recommendation of State level Grant-
in-aid Committee along with 
satisfactory inspection report 
furnished by the State Government.” 
In order to control drug abuse in the 
country, the ministry is also 
undertaking the following activities: 
 
·    An awareness generation campaign 

in collaboration with Nehru Yuva 
Kendra Sangathan (NYKS) has 
been undertaken 

· “An awareness generation 
programme in collaboration with 
National Bal Bhavan, an 
autonomous body under the 
Ministry of Human Resources 
Development has also been 
undertaken.” 

· “On 26th June every year 
International Day against Drug 

Abuse and Illicit Trafficking is 
observed to generate awareness 
against drug abuse.” 

·   The National Institute of Social 
Defence in collaboration with 
Regional Resource and training 
Centres (RRTCs) along with other 
partners organizes sensitization 
programmes in Schools and 
Colleges. 

  
NSSO has been requested to carry out 
an advanced pilot survey in the States 
of Punjab, Manipur and Maharashtra. 
  
  
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?
relid=94000 
Date Accessed: 20.03.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
 
Cabinet Passes 
Revised Food 
Security Bill 
(Firstporst, 19 March, 2013) 
  
The government has approved the 
revised Food Security Bill which will 
provide for uniform 5 kg of food 
grains per month per person to two-
thirds of the country’s population at a 
highly subsidised price of Rs 1-3 per 
kg. In the original bill, introduced in 
the Lok Sabha in December 2011, 
beneficiaries were divided into 
priority and general households. The 
present Bill has been amended in line 
with the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee report that suggested doing 
away with dividing beneficiaries into 
two categories. The panel had 
advocated uniform monthly 
entitlement of 5 kg grain per person at 
uniform price. The extra burden on the 
food subsidy would be about Rs 
20,000 crore from the current level, 
while food grains requirement is 
expected to be 61.23 million tonnes. 
 
http://www.firstpost.com/economy/ca
binet-passes-revised-food-security-
bill-667329.html 
Date accessed: 20.03.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
 
 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/ourperspective/ourperspectivearticles/2013/03/13/-post-2015-failing-to-address-disaster-risk-is-not-an-option.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/ourperspective/ourperspectivearticles/2013/03/13/-post-2015-failing-to-address-disaster-risk-is-not-an-option.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/ourperspective/ourperspectivearticles/2013/03/13/-post-2015-failing-to-address-disaster-risk-is-not-an-option.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/ourperspective/ourperspectivearticles/2013/03/13/-post-2015-failing-to-address-disaster-risk-is-not-an-option.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/ourperspective/ourperspectivearticles/2013/03/13/-post-2015-failing-to-address-disaster-risk-is-not-an-option.html
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=94000
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=94000
http://www.firstpost.com/economy/cabinet-passes-revised-food-security-bill-667329.html
http://www.firstpost.com/economy/cabinet-passes-revised-food-security-bill-667329.html
http://www.firstpost.com/economy/cabinet-passes-revised-food-security-bill-667329.html


 

 

13 

SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

Government’s 
Position on EC’s 
Powers Dangerous 
for Democracy 
(P.Sainath, The Hindu, 20 March, 
2013; Editorial, The Hindu, 21 
March, 2013) 
 
The counter-affidavit submitted by the 
Union Government to the Supreme 
Court in the Ashok Chavan case  
argues that “the power of the Election 
Commission to disqualify a person 
arises only in the event of failure to 
lodge an account of expenses and not 
for any other reason, including the 
correctness or otherwise of such 
accounts.” This argument is based on 
its reading of clause 10A of the 
Representation of the People Act, 
1951. But it goes against the Supreme 
Court’s decision based on the same 
clause, which states that the EC has 
the power to disqualify a candidate 
whose accounts are not filed in a true 
and correct manner. The 
Government’s argument implies that 
the body that conducts and regulates 
elections has no power to ensure a fair 
election by checking the unbridled rise 
of money power. This is dangerous for 
accountability and for democracy as it 
restricts the role assigned to the ECI in 
our political system. 
 
The fact that this affidavit has been 
filed in the Ashok Chavan case — 
notoriously known as the ‘paid news’ 
case — makes things worse. While the 
Supreme Court has not made a ruling 
in the matter, it raises questions on the 
government’s motives in challenging 
the ECI’s jurisdiction. If the 
government has its way, there are two 
crucial dangers. Firstly, it would mean 
that there is no institution that is 
empowered to regulate poll 
expenditures in the country. Secondly, 
it would mean erosion of the powers 
of constitutional bodies like the ECI 
and the CAG that have performed 
their duties with diligence and 
integrity. 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/ec-cant-disqualify-candidate-over-

poll-accounts-paid-news-
government/article4526694.ece?home
page=true 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/edit
orial/dangerous-for-
democracy/article4530365.ece 
Date Accessed: 21.03.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 
 

SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC 
EXCLUSION 

 
 

India’s Billionaire 
Club Slow To Share 
Riches 
(The Dawn, 20 March, 2013) 
 
According to a Forbes ranking this 
month “India now has 55 dollar 
billionaires, the fifth-biggest number 
in the world. But like other emerging 
economies such as China, its 
charitable giving still lags markedly 
behind that in the West where the 
tradition of wealthy businessmen 
donating chunks of their fortunes is 
much more deeply ingrained.” 
 
According to global consultancy Bain 
& Company “High net worth Indians 
gave up an average 3.1 percent of their 
income to charitable causes in 2011 – 
up from 2010 but far behind the 9.1 
percent average in the United States, 
but analysts say the upturn in giving as 
more Indians get seriously rich is 
going at a snail’s pace.” Presently 
India ranks a lowly 133rd out of 146 
countries in the latest World Giving 
Index – down from 91st position in 
2011 – based on surveys of charitable 
behaviour around the globe. On the 
other hand Pakistan and Bangladesh 
came in respectively at 85 and 109 in 
the same survey. 
 
“While impressive growth in the past 
decade has created a swathe of Indian 
tycoons, the more recent economic 
slowdown has compounded the slow 
take-up of philanthropy, despite a 
pressing need to tackle widespread 

poverty. Analysts say a major barrier 
to giving does not know whether 
donations will produce sustainable 
results, given the lack of 
accountability, transparency and 
impact assessments.”  Other 
explanations include that wealth 
creation is a recent phenomenon in 
India compared to Western countries. 
Also, Indian charity often takes a more 
informal form: people might donate to 
local schools or hospitals in kind, or 
give money, gold to our temples as 
charity. 
However the trends may be 
encouraging as last year’s Bain survey 
found more than 70 per cent of donors 
had less than three years of 
philanthropic experience and more 
than a third were 30 or younger. 
 
http://dawn.com/2013/03/20/indias-
billionaire-club-slow-to-share-riches/ 
(Date Accessed 20.03.2013) 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 

 
EDUCATION 

 
Challenges for 
Indian Universities 
(C Raj Kumar, Hindustan Times, 19 
March, 2013) 
 
The article lists the five major 
challenges faced by the Indian 
Universities. First and foremost is the 
cramped institutional vision since 
“Indian universities are not yet fully 
absorbed the contemporary global 
realities of knowledge creation and 
their relevance for social 
transformation.” It is time for Indian 
Universities to prioritize 
empowerment over education and 
therefore promote inter-disciplinary 
education. Secondly quality and 
excellence has suffered due to the lack 
of creativity and innovation. “We need 
to understand and appreciate the 
remarkable transformation in higher 
education that has taken place in other 
Asian countries such as Japan, 
Singapore, and China. Like them, we 
must also transform our curriculum, 
courses, teaching pedagogy, faculty 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ec-cant-disqualify-candidate-over-poll-accounts-paid-news-government/article4526694.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ec-cant-disqualify-candidate-over-poll-accounts-paid-news-government/article4526694.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ec-cant-disqualify-candidate-over-poll-accounts-paid-news-government/article4526694.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ec-cant-disqualify-candidate-over-poll-accounts-paid-news-government/article4526694.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ec-cant-disqualify-candidate-over-poll-accounts-paid-news-government/article4526694.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/dangerous-for-democracy/article4530365.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/dangerous-for-democracy/article4530365.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/dangerous-for-democracy/article4530365.ece
http://dawn.com/2013/03/20/indias-billionaire-club-slow-to-share-riches/
http://dawn.com/2013/03/20/indias-billionaire-club-slow-to-share-riches/
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recruitment and student admission 
processes.” Thirdly, Indian 
universities have been largely 
indifferent to research which has made 
them unable to provide solutions to 
social, economic and political 
problems that affect India. Fourth 
comes the “current system of a one-
size-fits-all policy for funding and 
resource allocation needs examination. 
Every aspect of funding and resource 
allocation — tuition fee, scholarships, 
infrastructure, faculty salaries, 
research funding, endowments, etc — 
needs to be thoroughly analysed.” Last 
but the least is the fact that in India 
leadership of universities it seen to be 
a natural career progression for senior 
academics rather than central to 
providing institutional vision. 
 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/View
sSectionPage/Columns/Still-not-in-a-
class-of-their-own/Article1-
1028982.aspx 
Date accessed: 20.3.2013 
(Simi Sunny) 
 
 

Economist Slams 
Right to Education 
Act 
(Business Standard, 20 March, 2013) 
 
Abhijit Vinayak Banerjee, professor of 
Economics at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, criticises  the 
government's Right To Education 
(RTE) programme by saying that it is 
only a step towards ensuring a means 
of livelihood for teachers. 
 
In RTE, there is a lot of emphasis on 
the teacher-student ratio, the teacher's 
salary and physical infrastructure. 
Studies have shown no correlation 
between these factors and 
improvement in learning. In fact, there 
is not enough emphasis on ‘learning’ 
as the focus is just on completing the 
syllabus.  Banerjee also points out that 
high salaries and huge infrastructure 
requirements can in fact force many 
schools to shut. 
The Annual Status of Education 
Report 2012 by the NGO Pratham 
stated that 72 per cent of rural students 

in West Bengal (class I-VIII) were 
taking paid tuition classes outside 
school.  In this context, Banerjee 
criticises the RTE Act for omitting the 
role of parents in evaluating teachers' 
performances. Since no annual public 
examination is held, the Act frees 
teachers from any accountability. 
Considering all these factors, RTE 
seems an Act for teachers than for 
students. 
 
http://www.business-
standard.com/article/economy-
policy/economist-slams-right-to-
education-act-113032000016_1.html 
Date Accessed: 20.03.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 

HEALTH 

 
Ambulance 
Emergency 
(Jyotsna Singh, Down To Earth, 31 
March, 2013) 
 
India desperately needs timely and 
affordable transport for effective 
health care delivery. In 2012, a 
resident of South Delhi, Vikram, died 
in a general hospital after waiting for 
six hours for an ambulance. The 
family has since approached the Delhi 
High Court, seeking its intervention to 
ensure a responsive ambulance 
system. The dismal state was noticed 
by the National Rural Health Mission 
which found that 6226 ambulances are 
available with government to cater to 
the country’s rural areas which is just 
half of the required number. “As per 
the WHO standards, there should be at 
least one ambulance per 100,000 
populations in the plains, and one for 
every 70,000 population in hilly 
terrain or tribal areas where population 
is scattered.” But in India there is 
either a shortage of ambulances or 
drivers to run them. 
 
With absence of ambulances facility 
along with lack of public transport in 
general, the condition of Indian health 
care system becomes a major 
challenge. In 2007, UNICEF 
conducted a pilot study, called 

Maternal and Prenatal Death Inquiry 
and Response, in West Bengal’s 
Purulia district. The study found lack 
of transport was a major reason for 
high maternal mortality rate (MMR) in 
the region. 
 
In the wake of the problem, NRHM 
started schemes to allocate funds to 
state governments. “But the scheme is 
implemented only half-heartedly in 
several states due to lack of political 
will.” To make the system foolproof 
NRHM launched a reimbursement 
scheme which is considered to highly 
inadequate. 
 
Many NGOs have started cheap bus 
services to deliver for healthcare 
delivery. In several places, state 
governments have entered into public-
private partnership (PPP) with non-
profits for providing an ambulance 
service. Some others are trying mobile 
medical units. But for long term 
results the government should create a 
comprehensive model on the basis of 
tried and tested methods to tackle the 
problem of transport for patients. 
 
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/conten
t/ambulance-emergency 
Date accessed: 20.3.2013 
(Simi Sunny) 
 

Open Defecation 
Leads to Stunted 
Growth; Mass 
Administration of 
Vitamin A and 
Deworming Tablets 
Have Little Effect 
in Increasing 
Growth of Children 
(Firstpost, 19 March, 2013) 
  
A five year study examining the effect 
of mass administration of vitamin A 
and mass administration of  
deworming tablet to 1 million 
children in 8,338 government-
supported childcare centres in villages 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/ViewsSectionPage/Columns/Still-not-in-a-class-of-their-own/Article1-1028982.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/ViewsSectionPage/Columns/Still-not-in-a-class-of-their-own/Article1-1028982.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/ViewsSectionPage/Columns/Still-not-in-a-class-of-their-own/Article1-1028982.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/ViewsSectionPage/Columns/Still-not-in-a-class-of-their-own/Article1-1028982.aspx
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/economist-slams-right-to-education-act-113032000016_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/economist-slams-right-to-education-act-113032000016_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/economist-slams-right-to-education-act-113032000016_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/economist-slams-right-to-education-act-113032000016_1.html
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/ambulance-emergency
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/ambulance-emergency
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across Uttar Pradesh has found that 
neither of these public health 
measures have had any significant 
impact on combating child 
mortality and physical growth of 
children. The mortality reduction was 
only 4 percent.  It was hoped that 
deworming tablets would eliminate 
intestinal worms and help children 
gain weight faster. However, the 
weight gain difference after two years 
between those who got the deworming 
tablet and those who did not was only 
0.04 kg. 
 
The article rues that the main problem 
at hand is open defecation and not just 
malnutrition or genetics. Open 
defecations is a factor in stunting our 
growth.  This is because faecal germs 
can make their way into children’s 
food and water, carried by their 
fingers and feet. Even when children 
are not carrying them, flies are. But 
long-term exposure means even when 
the child seems fine, her intestinal 
tissues cannot absorb nutrients in food 
the way they are supposed to. Thus 
countering mortality, malnutrition and 
stunted growth would require health 
policy to counter open-defecation too. 
 
Statistics too corroborate the dismal 
situation prevalent in India. Of the 1.1 
billion people who defecate in the 
open, 60 percent live in India. 53 
percent of Indian households ‘usually’ 
do not use a latrine or toilet according 
to the 2011 census (Please see Cover 
Story of PW 18 for a more detailed 
report). Bihar has the highest rate of 
defecation than any other country 
measured in the last 10 years, the 
study said. Countries like Angola, 
Democratic Republic of Congo and 
Ethiopia have lower rates of public 
defecation than India. Therefore, it is 
not surprising to know that “Indian 
children are among the shortest in the 
world. They are shorter than Chinese 
and they are shorter on average than 
countries in Africa which are poorer.  
 
Public toilets cannot be treated as a 
solution to this problem because even 
when they do exist they are so filthy, 
ill-maintained and safety hazards for 
women, that people are forced to use 
the outdoors to defecate. The article 

says that the real solution lies in 
secure housing. 
 
http://www.firstpost.com/living/stunte
d-nation-bad-news-for-indias-
children-666686.html 
Date accessed: 20.03.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
 

Over 30% of Urban 
Population is 
Hypertensive: 
Study 
(Shimona Kanwar, The Times of 
India, 21 March, 2013) 
 
A first extensive multi-centric health 
study, focussing on the urban middle 
class, was conducted across 10 cities 
of the country including Ahmedabad, 
Jammu, Chandigarh, Bikaner, Jaipur, 
Patna, Madurai, Dibrugarh, Lucknow 
and Nagpur. This study has revealed 
that on an average, as many as 32% 
men and 30% women living in urban 
India are suffering from high BP. 
While Jammu topped the list with 
36.4% men and 38.6% women having 
high BP, Ahmedabad had the lowest 
number with 12.9% men and 11.9% 
women having found hypertensive. 
With increasing age, there was an 
increase in the prevalence of people 
with hypertension, the study found. 
The prevalence of persons with pre-
hypertension remained constant across 
younger age groups and decreased in 
older age groups. The age-adjusted 
prevalence of pre-hypertension was 
40.2% in men and 30.1% in women, 
and that of hypertension was 32.5% in 
men and 30.4% in women, the study 
results revealed. According to World 
Health Organisation, the prevalence of 
hypertension has increased to over 
25% of world adult population. It is 
estimated that currently over 1.5 
billion individuals have hypertension. 
The study revealed that in Jammu, 
maximum number of individuals also 
reported metabolic syndrome (a group 
of risk factors for heart diseases -- 
central obesity, diabetes, low levels of 
good cholesterol, etc). 
 

It was also observed that awareness 
about hypertension in the studied 
population was 55.3% and 36.5% of 
the hypertensive group were receiving 
treatment, with 28.2% of this group 
having controlled BP. It also found 
that Chandigarh had the highest 
diabetics and high cholesterol whereas  
Madurai ranked second in diabetes 
among men. 
 
 
http://www.samachar.com/Over-30-
of-urban-population-is-hypertensive-
Study-
ndvgMccgfca.html?source=recommen
ded_news 
Date Accessed: 21.03.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 

Call to Recognise 
Sanitation as a 
Legal Right 
(Divya Trivedi, The Hindu, 20 
March, 2013) 
 
Members of Parliament, civil society 
organisations and campaigners from 
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, 
Bhutan and Sri Lanka have submitted 
a ‘Citizens Charter’ to the SAARC 
Secretariat demanding ‘Right to 
Sanitation for All’. The Charter urges 
the governments of South Asia to 
spend at least one per cent of the GDP 
to achieve universal sanitation and 
include a separate budget line for 
sanitation within national budgets. 
 
According to UNICEF/ WHO report 
2012, around 69 per cent of the people 
in Nepal, 66 per cent in India, 63 per 
cent in Afghanistan, 56 per cent in 
Bhutan, 52 per cent in Pakistan and 44 
per cent in Bangladesh are denied 
access to improved sanitation. The 
entourage of representatives has called 
upon the SAARC countries to ‘Speak 
in One Voice’ at the 18th SAARC 
summit to be held in Nepal this year 
and take a call on the issue. The 
Charter also mentions eliminating 
manual scavengers and ensuring 
dignity of sanitation workers. 
 

http://www.firstpost.com/living/stunted-nation-bad-news-for-indias-children-666686.html
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http://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/call-to-recognise-sanitation-as-a-
legal-right/article4526824.ece 
Date Accessed: 20.03.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 

URBAN 

 
The Right to Sell 
(The Economic and Political Weekly, 
16 March 2013) 
  
The ‘Street Vendors (Protection of 
Livelihood and Regulation of Street 
Vending) Bill’ introduced in the Lok 
Sabha last year by Ajay Maken, the 
union minister for housing and urban 
poverty alleviation is due to be passed 
in the current budget session. 
The proposed law “recognises the 
right of the urban poor to a source of 
livelihood or the right to conduct trade 
and business, even if it is on the 
street.” The bill suggests a system for 
local governments to follow and 
encourage municipalities to work out 
regulations so that street vending can 
be legalised without inconveniencing 
people’s ability to move around the 
city. “Municipalities are expected to 
set up Town Vending Committees that 
will include members of hawkers’ 
unions and civil society organisations. 
Rather than leaving it to bureaucrats 
and local politicians to decide, the law 
tasks this committee to work out areas 
that can be designated as vending and 
non-vending zones, criteria for issuing 
licences and suspending them, licence 
fees and fines and a grievance 
redressal system.” 
The article discusses the merits of the 
bill but at the same time points out 
that it will be a challenge to 
implement given the realities of Indian 
cities. Regularising street vending can 
especially be a tough task in crowded 
cities like Mumbai where “pavements 
are often non-existent, and where they 
do exist, there is still no place for 
people to walk as street vendors 
occupy the pavements. Yet repeated 
surveys have shown that pedestrians 
actually support the existence of street 
vendors as they provide services and 
goods at more affordable prices than 
the formal trade and retail sector. The 

location of street vendors around 
railway stations, for instance, is 
welcomed by women commuters in 
particular because they supply goods, 
including vegetables and other 
perishables, on a daily basis and also 
make these areas much safer late into 
the evening. Apart from anything else, 
street vending has been recognised as 
an avenue for direct employment for 
lakhs of people who would otherwise 
be without work.” 
  
http://www.epw.in/editorials/right-
sell.html 
Date accessed: 17.3.2013 
(Hansa Kaul) 
 

ENERGY 
 

Israel, US Scientists 
to collaborate on 
Renewable Energy 
(Hana Levi Julian, Arutz Sheva, 11 
March, 2013) 
  
The scientists at Ben Guiron 
University, Israel and University of 
Michigan are collaborating on 
research to develop renewable energy 
technology. The two institution signed 
a memorandum of understanding 
between them to establish the research 
partnership between them. “Each 
university has pledged half a million 
dollars to jumpstart the three-year 
program that is aimed at solving major 
challenges in the realm of advanced 
vehicle fuels, solar energy and 
thermoelectric materials, which 
convert heat to electricity.” The Vice 
President and Dean for Research and 
Development, Moti Herskowitz said, 
“We look forward to collaborating 
with U. Michigan researchers on the 
challenging issues related to 
renewable energy and trust that the 
agreed model of collaboration has the 
potential of generating novel scientific 
and technological information with 
potential applications.” The inception 
of collaborating was initiated after the 
visit of the Vice President for 
Research and Development of 
University of Michigan, Stephen 
Forrest, who said that “one of his 

objectives was to examine the 
country’s well-known entrepreneurial 
culture......We live in a global 
economy,” “Universities need to 
globalize their activities because we 
need to solve problems that are larger 
than one country can manage alone. 
When faculty at universities from 
across the world come together, they 
bring different cultures and different 
objectives, and when you mix them, 
you get a lot more than just the sum of 
the parts.” 
  
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/N
ews/News.aspx/166087#.UUifVRxTC
So 
(Date Accessed: 19.03.2013) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 

 

  Obama Renews 
Call for Investment 
in Efficient Energy 
(Elad Benari, Arutz Sheva, 19 
March, 2013) 
  
President Barack Obama called for 
developing new technologies that will 
reduce dependence on fossil fuels and 
“shift American cars and trucks off 
petroleum gas.” Obama said that, “The 
only way we're going to break this 
cycle of spiking gas prices for good is 
to shift our cars and trucks off of oil 
for good.” President Obama has called 
the Congress to set up an Energy 
Security Trust that will fund the 
research in new technologies that will 
help them attain the goal. “The 
President is proposing to take some of 
the oil and gas revenues from public 
lands and put it toward research on 
energy efficient engines, developing 
cheaper batteries and advancing 
biofuels and natural gas.” The 
President also said that it is not his 
idea but, “It's actually built off a 
proposal put forward by a non-partisan 
coalition of CEOs and retired generals 
and admirals. So let's take their advice 
and free our families and our 
businesses from painful spikes in gas 
prices once and for all.” 
  
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/N
ews/News.aspx/166276#.UUlhwRxT
CSo 
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http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/call-to-recognise-sanitation-as-a-legal-right/article4526824.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/call-to-recognise-sanitation-as-a-legal-right/article4526824.ece
http://www.epw.in/editorials/right-sell.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/right-sell.html
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/166087#.UUifVRxTCSo
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/166087#.UUifVRxTCSo
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/166087#.UUifVRxTCSo
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/166276#.UUlhwRxTCSo
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/166276#.UUlhwRxTCSo
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/166276#.UUlhwRxTCSo


 

 

17 

SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

(Date Accessed: 19.09.2013) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 

 
TECHNOLOGY 

 
Using Graphene to 
Convert Salt Water 
into Drinking 
Water 
(Kelsey D. Atherton, Popsci, 18 
March, 2013) 
 
A new alternative technology, using 
graphene filter, is being developed to 
convert salt water into fresh water. 
The new technology is expected to 
reduce cost of filtering water 
significantly. This advancement may 
help nearly 780 million people around 
the world who do not have access to 
clean drinking water. In the new 
process, seawater will be passed over 
tiny pores of a thin carbon membrane. 
The pores which will be just one 
nanometer wide will let water 
molecules through, while blocking out 
the atoms that make salt.  A 
nanometer is a billionth of a meter. 
“Because the sheets of pure carbon 
known as graphene are so thin — just 
one atom in thickness — it takes much 
less energy,  nearly 100 times less, to 
push the seawater through the filter 
with the force required to separate the 
salt from the water.” Thus, this 
relatively cheap technology could 
spare underdeveloped countries from 
having to build expensive pumping 
stations needed in plants that use a 
desalination process called reverse 
osmosis. A prototype filter is being 
developed by Lockheed Martin. 
 
http://www.popsci.com/technology/art
icle/2013-03/smooth-refreshing-
seawater 
http://www.nbcnews.com/technology/
futureoftech/weapons-maker-finds-
cheap-way-get-clean-water-
1C8835463 
Date accessed: 20.03.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
 

 
 
 
 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

Western India 
Faces Worst 
Drought in Decades 
(Rachel O’Brien, Livemint, 06 
March, 2013) 
  
 “Millions of people in western India 
are suffering their worst drought in 
more than four decades, with critics 
blaming official ineptitude and 
corruption for exacerbating the natural 
water shortage.” Prithviraj Chavan, 
the Chief Minister of Maharashtra said 
that the state is facing a worse water 
shortage than the massive drought of 
1972. Reservoirs are drying up and 
several millions of people are affected. 
2,000 tanker trucks are being used to 
transport drinking water and cattle 
camps are being set up to keep cattle 
alive. “With every passing day, the 
tankers have to travel a greater 
distance. It’s a huge logistical issue,” 
Chavan said. The chief minister’s 
office could not put an exact figure on 
the population in the 10,000 villages 
affected, but said it ran into millions.” 
 Chavan blames the situation on 
shortage of rainfall but public policy 
failure is also responsible. Professor 
H.M. Desarda, an economist in the 
drought-hit region, said corruption 
was a “very significant part of the 
problem”, but a lack of understanding 
of how best to harvest rainwater was 
also to blame. He believes better water 
management is needed and a shift of 
focus from expensive projects, such as 
giant dams, to smaller and more 
efficient community-level methods for 
storing water.” 
 
About three-quarters of Indians are 
dependent on rural incomes, and two 
thirds of agriculture is not irrigated 
and is dependent on the yearly 
monsoon .However, apart from a 
favourable monsoon season this year, 
there is also need for better water 
management and greater focus on 

community level methods for storing 
water as well as regulation on 
groundwater extraction. 
 
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/bMI
OS8nO5EbjeaucgQPm6M/Millions-
of-Indians-facing-worst-drought-in-
decades.html 
Date Accessed: 19.03.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
  

GLOBALIZATION 
 

Decline of the Call 
Centre Industry in 
India 
(M.G. Arun, India Today, 15 March, 
2013) 
  
The call centre culture in India, which 
boomed in cities such as Bangalore, 
Mumbai, Gurgaon and Pune in the 
2000s, is now slowly declining. After 
reaching its peak in 2004-2006, 
“which saw business margins, a 
measure of a company's profitability, 
as high as 40 per cent of total revenue, 
the sector has slowed down to modest 
margins of 15 per cent of revenue.” 
Several BPO companies have scaled 
down their ‘voice’ business by almost 
60 percent and some have moved their 
call centres to countries like 
Philippines, Malaysia and China. 
Focus is now shifting to ‘non voice’ 
work like high end analytics, IT 
services and cloud computing. While 
it is being called a change for the 
better, it is a serious setback for young 
job seekers. India has lost one million 
jobs in this sector to countries like 
Philippines in the within the last five 
years and the BPO sector growth rate 
is now nowhere near what it was 
before the global economic crisis of 
2008. 
 
Language gap is big reason for the 
slowdown. US companies find it 
difficult to comprehend the heavy 
Indian accent. “Countries like the 
Philippines, on the other hand, have 
had a history of cultural exchanges 
with the US and are becoming a better 
choice for call centre operations.” 
Apart from the language barrier, there 

http://www.popsci.com/technology/article/2013-03/smooth-refreshing-seawater
http://www.popsci.com/technology/article/2013-03/smooth-refreshing-seawater
http://www.popsci.com/technology/article/2013-03/smooth-refreshing-seawater
http://www.nbcnews.com/technology/futureoftech/weapons-maker-finds-cheap-way-get-clean-water-1C8835463
http://www.nbcnews.com/technology/futureoftech/weapons-maker-finds-cheap-way-get-clean-water-1C8835463
http://www.nbcnews.com/technology/futureoftech/weapons-maker-finds-cheap-way-get-clean-water-1C8835463
http://www.nbcnews.com/technology/futureoftech/weapons-maker-finds-cheap-way-get-clean-water-1C8835463
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/bMIOS8nO5EbjeaucgQPm6M/Millions-of-Indians-facing-worst-drought-in-decades.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/bMIOS8nO5EbjeaucgQPm6M/Millions-of-Indians-facing-worst-drought-in-decades.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/bMIOS8nO5EbjeaucgQPm6M/Millions-of-Indians-facing-worst-drought-in-decades.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/bMIOS8nO5EbjeaucgQPm6M/Millions-of-Indians-facing-worst-drought-in-decades.html
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is also a high level of attrition in the 
industry. 
 
However, though “the traditional 
English-speaking voice business is 
moving out of the country, the 
domestic voice business, where clients 
in the telecom or insurance space are 
serviced in several Indian vernacular 
languages, is opening up new avenues 
to undergraduates.” 
  
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/bpo-
industry-call-centre-culture-dying-in-
india/1/258032.html 
Date Accessed: 21.03.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
  

Global Cartels 
Targeting Indian 
Pharma Industry? 
(Francis Kokutse, Editorial, The 
Sentinel) 
 
“As Indian pharmaceutical companies 
face charges of selling counterfeit 
drugs in Africa, India has dubbed the 
allegations as calculated attempts by 
Western cartels to destroy its march to 
provide affordable medicines.” 
 
Confederation of Indian Industries 
(CII) director General Chandrajit 
Banerjee stated that “India has always 
maintained a stakeholder interest in 
Africa’s sustained prosperity. This is 
reflected in some of India’s export 
goods that have provided a lifeline to 
African societies.” Banerjee further 
noted that “the medicines export has 
been part of India’s effort to engage 
Africa in trade and there have been a 
20–fold increase in bilateral trade 
between African countries and India. 
India has emerged as Africa’s fourth 
largest trading partner, after the 
European Union, China and the US.” 
“Despite these arguments for the 
Indian pharmaceuticals sector, some 
of its biggest attacks have come from 
the West African region, notably 
Nigeria and Ghana in particular, 
where regulators claim Indian firms 
have flooded their markets with fake 
medicines. According to Commerce 
and Industry Minister Anand Sharma, 
Indian generics have changed the face 

of health on the globe because of their 
affordability. This is all due to the fact 
that these companies have broken the 
back of the cartel that control global 
medicines.” 
On the other hand, going by the 
arguments of Sharma, “it looks like 
these African regulators would have to 
be circumspect in how they dealt with 
these allegations, since they may be 
playing into the hands of interested 
parties keen to destroy the Indian 
success story.” 
 
http://www.sentinelassam.com/editori
al/story.php?sec=3&subsec=0&id=15
3230&dtP=2013-03-
20&ppr=1#153230 
(Date Accessed 20.03.2013) 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
 
 

AGRICULTURE 
 

India Strives to 
Make itself Drought 
Proof 
(Manipadma Jena, Asia Times, 13 
March 2013) 
  
The United Nations High-Level 
Meeting on National Drought Policy 
(HMNDP) was held in Geneva from 
11-15 of March 2013 where the 
participants debated “preparedness 
and mitigation strategies for drought.” 
As a member of HMNDP's 
International Organizing Committee, 
India is under pressure to tackle a 
range of issues that exacerbate the 
impact of drought within its own 
territories, particularly on the rural 
populations. Studies have estimated 
that “355 million people who fall 
below the US$1.25-a-day poverty line 
depend primarily on rain-fed 
agriculture for subsistence.” 
 
In the past decade (2002-2012) three 
major droughts have hit the country, 
and according to a 2013 World Bank 
report, the economic loss resulting 
from the 2012 drought meant half a 
percentage point reduced from India's 
gross domestic product (GDP). 
 

The author points out that “despite 
experiencing slower agricultural 
growth than some other Asian 
countries, India is no longer at risk of 
drought-related famines, as it was 
some 20 years ago.” 
 
The article explains that “the Indian 
economy today is 'drought resilient' 
but not 'drought proof', the distinction 
being that once drought proof there is 
no negative impact on the economy, 
but in a drought-resilient country, 
there is a negative but manageable 
impact.'' According to the ministry of 
agriculture's crisis management plan 
for 2012, ''Drought is not a disaster, 
but a management issue." 
 
But experts say that this should not 
make the government complacent 
since drought always brings incredible 
hardship for the poorest and most 
marginalised farmers. 
 
To better illustrate the implications of 
drought and the policy response 
needed, the author takes the example 
of Andhra Pradesh which sees two 
major droughts every five years. Its 
rain-fed arid regions are the most 
drought prone in India and ‘the state is 
home to 82% of India's indebted 
farmer households. 
 
Despite the alarming situation there is 
a complete absence of a proper policy 
framework which is reflected by the 
fact that “''while the current cost of 
cultivating (sowing to harvesting) a 
single hectare of rain-fed land is 
30,000 rupees, the state government's 
disaster compensation remains 
ludicrously low at 2,000 rupees per 
hectare. What is still more unjust is 
that a farmer may own more farmland 
but compensation is paid for no more 
than a hectare per farmer. And while 
the individual farmer pays the 
insurance premium, the compensation 
is calculated on total land damaged in 
a panchayat.” 
Another matter of concern is that 
“most tenant farmers are not eligible 
for insurance compensation 
(especially in states like Odisha where 
land tenancy is not legal), which 
means most landless rural peasants 
and marginal farmers are the worst hit 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/bpo-industry-call-centre-culture-dying-in-india/1/258032.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/bpo-industry-call-centre-culture-dying-in-india/1/258032.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/bpo-industry-call-centre-culture-dying-in-india/1/258032.html
http://www.sentinelassam.com/editorial/story.php?sec=3&subsec=0&id=153230&dtP=2013-03-20&ppr=1#153230
http://www.sentinelassam.com/editorial/story.php?sec=3&subsec=0&id=153230&dtP=2013-03-20&ppr=1#153230
http://www.sentinelassam.com/editorial/story.php?sec=3&subsec=0&id=153230&dtP=2013-03-20&ppr=1#153230
http://www.sentinelassam.com/editorial/story.php?sec=3&subsec=0&id=153230&dtP=2013-03-20&ppr=1#153230
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by drought.”  Given the fact that 
“small farmers in India get less than 
6% of farm credit, it’s no surprise that 
farmer suicides show no signs of 
ending.'' 
Experts believe “farm insurance and 
credit is assuming greater importance, 
but much needs to be fine-tuned.” A 
World Bank report indicated that 
''while India has a wide network of 
rural finance institutions, many of the 
rural poor remain excluded, due to 
inefficiencies in the formal 
institutions, the weak regulatory 
framework, high transaction costs, and 
risks associated with lending to 
agriculture.'' 
  
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_
Asia/SOU-01-130313.html 
Date accessed: 17.3.2013 
(Hansa Kaul) 

 
LAW AND 
JUSTICE 

 

Biosecurity Bill 
(G. Srinivasan, Frontline, 23 March 
– 05 April, 2013) 
  
In the wake of new diseases engulfing 
India’s farm sector as a consequence 
of genetic engineering, climate change 
and bioterrorism posing grave risk to 
the environment, Sharad Pawar, the 
Union Agriculture Minister introduced 
the Agricultural Biosecurity Bill, 
2013, in the Lok Sabha on March 11. 
“The multiple mandates of the Bill 
include integration of plant and animal 
quarantine services, and the 
establishment of an authority for the 
prevention, control, eradication and 
management of pests and diseases of 
plants and animals and unwanted 
organisms to ensure agricultural 
biosecurity and to facilitate the import 
and export of plants, plant products, 
animals, animal products, aquatic 
organisms and regulate agriculturally 
important microorganisms.” The Bill 
aims to bring plant, animal and marine 
protection and quarantine structures 
under one authority with requisite 
powers. It also suggests prevention 
and control of pest infestation and 

infection including the declaration of 
areas as ‘controlled areas’. The Bill 
conforms to the national policy for 
farmers (2007) which emphasises 
strengthening of biosecurity crops, 
farm animals, fish and forest trees. 
  
http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories
/20130405300611700.htm 
 
Date Accessed: 20.03.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
 

DEFENCE 
 

Will South Korea 
go Nuclear? 
(Mark Hibbs, Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace, 19 March, 
2013) 
  
After the third nuclear test was 
conducted in Pyongyang on 12th 
February, it is suggested that this 
nuclear test might have serious long-
term implications within the regional 
and international security. “The acute 
tension on the Korean peninsula is 
threatening critical negotiations on 
peaceful nuclear cooperation between 
the United States and South Korea. If 
negotiators don't close on a new 
agreement by June -- in time for 
Congress to consider it -- billions of 
dollars worth of nuclear energy 
projects in the United States, Korea, 
and elsewhere may soon halt.” The 
key demands being made by South 
Korea are to extract uranium and 
plutonium that originally came from 
the United States and secure public 
acceptance for “building more reactors 
by demonstrating that it has a solution 
to deal with nuclear waste.” Another 
issue that this article highlights is 
whether Seoul will reach out for 
nuclear weapons to respond to nuclear 
threats from North Korea, but the 
negotiations of a new nuclear 
agreement is highly unlikely. “The 
Asan Institute for Policy Studies, a 
South Korean think tank, announced a 
week after the test that two-thirds of 
Koreans polled between February 13 
and 15 “supported a domestic nuclear 
weapons program.” “Should South 
Korea reach for nuclear arms, its 

nuclear program and its energy 
security would be at risk. Reactors 
would run out of fuel, and access to 
imported substitute fossil fuels might 
be embargoed. It is unclear whether 
the United States would sustain its 
security guarantee to South Korea. 
Outside the NPT, South Korea might 
be far more vulnerable to attack from 
the North, and its relations with China, 
Japan, and Russia might be frozen. On 
the other hand, with increasing wealth, 
perhaps South Korea might conclude 
in a crisis it could afford to take such 
risks.” The article also highlights 
another factor, that is, “if it allows 
South Korea to reprocess its spent 
fuel, Seoul will start working on a 
bomb.” Other countries would follow 
into footsteps of South Korea 
eventually increasing tensions 
between North and South Korea. 
  
http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/03
/15/will-south-korea-go-nuclear/FRE6 
(Date Accessed: 19.03.2013) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 

 

Reviving India-
Egypt Defence 
Cooperation 
(C. Raja Mohan, The Indian 
Express, 19 March, 2013) 
  
The article reads about the agreement 
to initiate military exchanges and 
defence cooperation between India 
and Egypt. Egyptian President in an 
interview to an Indian newspaper 
expressed his interests in establishing 
security cooperation with India and 
that he is keen on building a “special 
relationship with India that will 
include defence cooperation.” “He 
identified military navigation, 
electronics and maintenance as some 
priority areas of interest. Although no 
further details were given out, defence 
engagement between Delhi and Cairo 
is welcome and long overdue.” 
  
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/r
eviving-indiaegypt-defence-
cooperation/1090376/1 
(Date Accessed: 19.03.2013) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
  

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/SOU-01-130313.html
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/SOU-01-130313.html
http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories/20130405300611700.htm
http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories/20130405300611700.htm
http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/03/15/will-south-korea-go-nuclear/FRE6
http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/03/15/will-south-korea-go-nuclear/FRE6
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/reviving-indiaegypt-defence-cooperation/1090376/1
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/reviving-indiaegypt-defence-cooperation/1090376/1
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/reviving-indiaegypt-defence-cooperation/1090376/1


 

 

20 

SECTION 3: SOCIETY 

SPORTS 

 
Government 
Releases Gender 
Rules to Identify 
Female 
Hyperandrogenism 
(The Hindu, 20 March, 2013) 
 
The Ministry of Youth Affairs and 
Sports recently released the Standard 
Operative Procedure (SOP) to identify 
circumstances of female 
hyperandrogenism under which a 
particular athlete will not be eligible to 
participate in the competitions in the 
female category.  Hyperandrogenism 
is a medical condition characterized 
by excessive production and/or 
secretion of androgens. These 
androgenic hormones have 
performance enhancing effects, 
particularly on strength, power and 
speed, which may provide a 
competitive advantage in sports. 
 
A statement from the Sports Ministry 
further said that the appointed nodal 
officers are required to take necessary 
actions as per the SOP. The Ministry 
in a letter to the States and the Union 
Territories, Sports Authority of India 
(SAI) and recognised National Sports 
Federations (NSF) has urged them to 
appoint female nodal officers and 
alternate nodal officers as per the said 
guidelines. All costs would be borne 
by SAI/NSF. No athlete would be 
barred from participation till the 
medical investigation is completed.  
  
http://www.thehindu.com/sport/other-
sports/government-releases-gender-
rules-to-identify-female-
hyperandrogenism/article4529488.ece 
Date Accessed: 19.03.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 
 
 

SOCIAL 
CONFLICT AND 

VIOLENCE 
 
 

Juvenile Crimes On 
The Rise In Assam 
(Sanjoy Ray The Assam Tribune, 
March 20, 2013) 
  
Assam has witnessed an alarming rise 
in the number of juveniles in conflict 
with law by almost 20 per cent 
compared to the preceding year (2011) 
when 402 cases of such crimes were 
registered. 
  
“Over 500 juveniles, mostly between 
15 to 18 years of age, got involved in 
criminal activities in Assam in the last 
ten months, indicating clearly the 
growing vulnerability of the 
generation next. The juvenile crime 
map has been marked by increasing 
cases of serious offences like rape and 
kidnapping, besides burglary and 
theft.” 
Especially in Guwahati, involvement 
of juveniles in criminal acts, besides 
multiple drug abuse, has been a 
constant concern. 
  
According to police sources the rise of 
juvenile crime in Assam also reflects 
that the offenders are mostly from 
poor background and have been either 
school dropouts or had never been to 
schools. The Juvenile Justice (Care 
and Protection) Act, 2000, is the 
primary law for disposal of matters 
related to children in need of care and 
protection and those in conflict in law. 
  
http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/
detailsnew.asp?id=mar2113/city07 
(Date accessed 21.03.2013) 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thehindu.com/sport/other-sports/government-releases-gender-rules-to-identify-female-hyperandrogenism/article4529488.ece
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INDIA IN THE 
WORLD 
 
Politics of Pipelines 
(Harsh V Pant, Deccan Herald, 15 
March 2013) 
  
Recently Pakistan’s President Asif 
Zardari inaugurated the Iran-Pakistan 
gas pipeline project with his Iranian 
counterpart Mahmoud Ahmedinejad. 
The article highlights the political 
symbolism involved in this move by 
Islamabad and Tehran which has come 
in complete defiance of the American 
opposition to this project. 
 
The proposed gas pipeline from Iran’s 
outfields through Pakistan to India has 
been the outcome of rapidly rising 
energy demands of the subcontinent 
states. Earlier part of the project, India 
backed out in 2009, but continues to 
claim that it has kept its options open 
to join the project at a later date.” 
For a long time there was little 
progress made in the project “because 
of differences between Pakistan and 
Iran on pricing and on methods to 
supply gas to India. 
 
●  “Both India and Pakistan had 

demanded that Tehran offer a 
price for gas in line with global 
practices for long-term contracts 
and had rejected Iran’s gas pricing 
formula wherein the gas price is 
linked to Brent crude oil with a 
fixed escalating cost component.  
 

● The price Pakistan was 
demanding for security and transit 
from India also made India wary 
of the project.” 

 
● Another factor was the US 

opposition to the project though 
both India and Pakistan had 
indicated that the project 
remained a foreign policy priority. 
But amid the growing global 
isolation of Iran, the author argues 
that “India’s participation in the 
gas pipeline deal might not be 
strategically advantageous to 
India, given the very low quantity 

(30 million standard cubic meters 
per day) of gas involved. 
Moreover, it has also been 
apparent that the Iranian gas is not 
the lowest-priced option for 
India.” 

 
● In fact a substantial part of the 

Indian strategic community has 
“never been in favour of the 
pipeline proposal anyway, as in 
their opinion, it gives Pakistan too 
much leverage over India’s 
energy security.” 

  
In the backdrop of the inauguration of 
the pipeline construction, India’s best 
option according to the author “would 
be to wait and watch to see if the 
rhetoric of the ‘peace pipeline’ 
actually matches the ground reality of 
energy security in its neighbourhood.” 
  
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/
318922/politics-pipelines.html 
Date accessed: 18.3.2013 
(Hansa Kaul) 
 

China’s 5-Point 
Formula to 
Improve Ties with 
India 
(The Echo of India, 19 March, 2013) 
 
China's President Xi Jinping has 
unveiled a five-point formula to 
improve ties with India. He proposed 
accommodation of each other's core 
concerns and proper handling of 
differences while seeking peace on the 
border as a resolution of the dispute. 
India asserts that the border dispute 
covered about 4,000 km, while China 
claims that it confined to about 2,000 
km to the area of Arunachal Pradesh, 
which it refers to as Southern Tibet. 
He has made the following five 
proposals to improve bilateral 
relations. Firstly, China and India 
should maintain strategic 
communication and keep the bilateral 
relations on the "right track.” 
Secondly, both countries should 
harness each other's comparative 
strengths and expand win-win 
cooperation in infrastructure, mutual 

investment and other areas. Thirdly, 
both countries should strengthen 
cultural ties and constantly increase 
the mutually expanding friendship. 
Fourthly, the two countries should 
expand coordination and collaboration 
in multilateral fora to jointly safeguard 
the legitimate rights and interests of 
developing countries and tackle global 
challenges. And finally , India and 
China should accommodate each 
other's core concerns and properly 
handle existing problems and 
differences. 
  
http://echoofindia.com/beijing-5-
point-formula-improve-ties-india-xi-
25585 
Date Accessed: 19.03.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 

Italy Accuses India 
of Violating 
International Law 
In Dispute Over 
Marines 
( 

Rome has accused India of breaching 
the international law by issuing a court 
order forbidding the Italian 
ambassador from leaving the country. 
The Indian court extended the travel 
ban until April 2 and Chief Justice 
Altamas Kabir suggested that by 
making a pledge before the court, 
Ambassador Daniele Mancini had no 
immunity in the case. However the 
Italian foreign ministry responded 
strongly to the courts action and stated 
that “the decision by the Supreme 
Court to block our ambassador from 
leaving the country without the court's 
permission constitutes an evident 
violation of the Vienna Convention on 
Diplomatic Relations, which codifies 
universally recognized principals.” 
 
“Article 31 of the convention states 
that a diplomat enjoys immunity from 
the criminal, civil and administrative 
jurisdictions of the receiving state, 
except in certain cases related to 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/318922/politics-pipelines.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/318922/politics-pipelines.html
http://echoofindia.com/beijing-5-point-formula-improve-ties-india-xi-25585
http://echoofindia.com/beijing-5-point-formula-improve-ties-india-xi-25585
http://echoofindia.com/beijing-5-point-formula-improve-ties-india-xi-25585
http://untreaty.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/conventions/9_1_1961.pdf
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private property, succession and 
unofficial professional and 
commercial activities. India said last 
week that the court order restricting 
Mancini's movements did not 
contravene the convention.” 

On t supreme court.” 
http://edition.cnn.com/2013/03/19/w
orld/asia/india-italy-
fishermen/index.html?hpt=ias_c2 
(Date Accessed 20.03.2013) 

INTERNATION
AL AFFAIRS 

 

China Details its 
Policy Towards 
India and BRICS 
(Ananth Krishnan, The Hindu, 19 
March, 2013; Editorial, People’s 
Daily, 19 March, 2013) 
 
The Chinese have proposed a five-
point proposal to strengthen ties with 
India. Ahead of his state visit for the 
BRICS Summit, Xi Jinping detailed 
the five points, “First, to maintain 
strategic communication and keep 
bilateral relations on the right track. 
Second, harness each other’s 
comparative strength and expand win-
win cooperation in infrastructure, 
mutual investment and other areas. 
Third, strengthen cultural ties and 
constantly increase mutual 
understanding and friendship between 
the peoples. Fourth, expand 
coordination and collaboration in 
multilateral affairs to jointly safeguard 
the legitimate rights and interests of 
developing countries and tackle global 
challenges. Fifth, accommodate each 
other’s core concerns and properly 
handle problems and differences 
existing between the two countries.” 
He added that he will continue on his 
predecessor’s approach to maintaining 
ties with India. 
 
 The President also added that 
cooperation among the BRICS 
countries is conducive to a more 
balanced world economy and the 
improvement of global governance. 
He also added that “the reform of 
global economic governance must 

reflect the profound changes in the 
global economic landscape and the 
representation and the voice of 
emerging markets and developing 
countries should be raised.” 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/intern
ational/world/to-bolster-ties-with-
india-xi-details-fivepoint-
plan/article4525241.ece 
http://english.people.com.cn/90883/81
74504.html 
Date accessed: 20.3.2013 
(Simi Sunny) 
 

 

   Why Xi is going to 
Moscow first? 
(Douglas H. Paal, Dimitri Trenin, 
Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace, 18 March, 
2013) 
  
After becoming President, Xi Jinping 
will be making his first trip to 
Moscow in late March to a meeting of 
“emerging-market leaders in South 
Africa.” The meeting between Xi 
Jinping and Vladimir Putin has 
brought forward ideas where the new 
leaders are meeting their allies and 
“close friends before meeting leaders 
of countries with more complicated 
and cross-cutting relations. As 
President Barack Obama is in the 
process of meeting the new Japanese 
and Korean leaders before the 
Chinese, so Xi Jinping seems ready to 
display a working relationship with 
Russia’s Vladimir Putin before 
meeting Obama.” Secondly, Russia 
and China share tactical and strategic 
interests in “constraining the West’s 
recent trend toward interference in 
other nations’ affairs, as in Libya and 
now Syria. Talks in Moscow would 
allow Putin and Xi to take stock of 
global and regional developments—
from Afghanistan to Syria and from 
Iran to North Korea—and compare 
their world views.”  “Thus, 
demonstrating Sino-Russian 
cooperation serves the interests of 
both in offsetting American power and 
influence.” This is because, the 
Chinese interpret Obama’s 
“rebalancing” to Asia as part of a 
policy to “contain” China, whereas for 

China, a “working relationship with 
Russia illustrates that China cannot be 
contained.” Thirdly, the visit to 
Moscow is at a time, with tensions 
with Japan over the disputed islands in 
the East China Sea. This meet is seen 
as if China might influence Moscow 
to be their buffer and “quarrel with 
Tokyo” as the “Russians, the Chinese 
point out, have their own dispute with 
the Japanese over the South Kuril 
Islands: why not show mutual 
solidarity?” Fourthly, the visit to 
Moscow might see building Sino-
Russian arms relations in terms of a 
joint development for weapons. 
Fifthly, the “visit could also be of 
symbolic importance in light of 
ongoing U.S. activity in northeast 
Asia. The recent nuclear tests and 
missile launches by North Korea have 
provided even stronger rationale for 
the U.S.-led missile defense effort in 
northeast Asia. The Chinese see this 
effort as potentially aimed at them, 
and are increasingly worried.” Lastly, 
this meeting is also predicted to be a 
sign “of things to come in the energy 
sector” with negotiations in the gas 
sector. “After years of haggling over 
prices for Russian exports to energy-
hungry China, Gazprom executives 
are promoting a target of the end of 
2013 finally to reach a deal. 
Gazprom’s smaller competitors are 
also looking for infusions of Chinese 
capital for liquefied natural gas 
investments.” “Historical observation 
suggests that much of China’s 
motivation in cultivating a good 
working relationship with Russia is to 
keep its rear flank safe as it deals with 
the more difficult issues stemming 
from its relations with the United 
States, Japan, and other countries.” 
 
http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/03
/18/why-xi-is-going-to-moscow-
first/fres 
(Date Accessed: 19.03.2013) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://edition.cnn.com/2013/03/19/world/asia/india-italy-fishermen/index.html?hpt=ias_c2
http://edition.cnn.com/2013/03/19/world/asia/india-italy-fishermen/index.html?hpt=ias_c2
http://edition.cnn.com/2013/03/19/world/asia/india-italy-fishermen/index.html?hpt=ias_c2
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/world/to-bolster-ties-with-india-xi-details-fivepoint-plan/article4525241.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/world/to-bolster-ties-with-india-xi-details-fivepoint-plan/article4525241.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/world/to-bolster-ties-with-india-xi-details-fivepoint-plan/article4525241.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/world/to-bolster-ties-with-india-xi-details-fivepoint-plan/article4525241.ece
http://english.people.com.cn/90883/8174504.html
http://english.people.com.cn/90883/8174504.html
http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/03/18/why-xi-is-going-to-moscow-first/fres
http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/03/18/why-xi-is-going-to-moscow-first/fres
http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/03/18/why-xi-is-going-to-moscow-first/fres
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AFRICA 
 

Zimbabwe: Why is 
One of the World’s 
Least-Free 
Economies Growing 
So Fast? 
(Craig J. Richardson, Cato Institute, 
18 March, 2013) 
  
This article studies the Zimbabwe 
growth model and highlights the fact 
that despite growing at an impressive 
rate of 7.3% between 2009 and 2011, 
Zimbabwe’s government has been 
placed among the world’s worst by the 
World Bank governance indicators. 
The Fraser Institute’s Economic 
Freedom of the World index also 
ranks it as one of the world’s least 
economically free countries. 
Zimbabwe’s performance coincides 
with its dollarization in 2009, which 
swiftly suppressed rampant 
hyperinflation and stabilized the 
economy. Yet this dollarization 
doesn’t explain why the country has 
been growing faster than Hong Kong, 
a territory with a stable currency and 
one of the bastions of free market 
capitalism in the world. 
 
Analysing the Zimbabwe Model, it is 
found that this dollarization was 
accompanied by three significant 
economic developments, none of 
which will foster long-term growth. 
First, between 2009 and 2011, two-
thirds of Zimbabwe’s nominal GDP 
growth was the result of increases in 
government expenditures, amplified 
by hundreds of millions of dollars in 
International Monetary Fund grants 
and Chinese loans. Second, rich 
Western countries dramatically 
increased their infusions of “off-
budget” grants to Zimbabwe, and this 
foreign aid now accounts for nearly 9 
percent of its GDP. Third, 
Zimbabwe’s economy is becoming 
increasingly dependent on the 
production and export of raw mineral 
commodities, which have experienced 
rapid worldwide price hikes. 
 

Zimbabwe’s rapid GDP growth and 
poor business environment appear to 
be a paradox. The growth is the result 
of unsustainable economic factors. 
The country has many continuing 
pressing problems like inadequate 
food supply, poor governance, 
weakening property rights protection, 
and a bloated government sector. 
Those problems have been unwittingly 
enabled by Western governments and 
the IMF through massive cash 
infusions, which have given the 
Zimbabwean government little 
incentive to change. 
  
http://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/file
s/pubs/pdf/pa722.pdf 
Date Accessed: 19.03.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
  

AMERICAS 

 
Failed "Welfare" 
Programs and the 
Web of Poverty 
(Max Eternity, Truthout, 18 March, 
2013) 
  
In 2011, according to a US Census 
Bureau report, the official poverty rate 
in the United States was 15 percent, 
amounting to 46.2 million people in 
poverty. The poverty rate for children 
under 18 was even more sobering, 
with more than one in five kids living 
in poverty. Rates are substantially 
worse for blacks and Latinos, more 
than a quarter of whom live in 
poverty. This article argues that US 
federal policies around poverty 
assistance and student debt have in 
fact contributed to ongoing poverty. 
This shift in both state and federal 
policies is traceable through the shift 
in budgetary priorities. Instead of 
providing the poor with an opportunity 
to learn their way out of poverty, the 
poor are being offered to the prison-
industrial complex as commodities: 
When it comes to education funding in 
impoverished neighbourhoods, 
"security" measures often take 
precedence over teaching and 
learning. 

 
Temporary Assistance to Needy 
Families (TANF), introduced by 
Clinton sixteen years back did appear 
to reduce poverty initially. However 
this success was short lived. 
According to a recent report from the 
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 
(CBPP), the national TANF caseload 
has declined by 60 percent, even as 
poverty and deep poverty have 
worsened. These opposing trends - 
TANF caseloads going down while 
poverty is going up - mean that a 
much smaller share of poor families 
receive cash assistance from TANF 
than they did prior to welfare reform. 
The reasons for this failure were 
multi-fold. First, TANF hastened a 
restructuring that ultimately 
exacerbated conditions for the poorest 
people. For instance, immigrants were 
cut from food stamps. It was also 
noted that the program proved to be a 
real weakening of the safety net for 
those at the bottom, in deep poverty. 
Also most importantly, difficult 
economic climate of recent years 
compounded these effects: When 
there's little work available, the 
"welfare-to-work" approach falls flat. 
Also, there are no policies to increase 
social mobility. The top one percent of 
the population gets 40% more in one 
week than the bottom fifth receive in a 
full year. Regressive tax policies 
combined with unfavourable trade 
policies for the independent small- to 
medium-size businesses have further 
resulted in the creation of lower 
paying "McJobs", increasing the ranks 
of the working poor. 
Innovative advocacy groups are 
increasingly questioning - and pushing 
back against - the "welfare" programs 
that have entrenched the cycle of 
poverty. It remains to be seen whether, 
over the coming years, policymakers 
will begin to see the writing on the 
wall. 
 
http://truth-out.org/news/item/15095-
failed-welfare-programs-and-the-web-
of-poverty   
Date Accessed: 19.03.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 

http://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/pubs/pdf/pa722.pdf
http://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/pubs/pdf/pa722.pdf
http://truth-out.org/news/item/15095-failed-welfare-programs-and-the-web-of-poverty
http://truth-out.org/news/item/15095-failed-welfare-programs-and-the-web-of-poverty
http://truth-out.org/news/item/15095-failed-welfare-programs-and-the-web-of-poverty
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OPINIONS 

 
Migration Part of 
Global 
Development 
(Peter Sutherland, Editorial, China 
Daily, 19 March, 2013) 
 
The article argues that to continue 
with the post-2015 agenda of the 
Millennium Development Goals, the 
focus must be shifted on migration 
even though “it is perhaps 
understandable that the original 
MDGs did not mention either internal 
or international migration.” The article 
states that it is a known fact that 
migration is an alternate option for 
people seeking to escape “poverty, 
mitigate risk and build a better life.” 
The economic impact on the migrants 
is massive thereby “migrant 
remittances exceed the value of all 
overseas development aid combined, 
to say nothing of the taxes that 
migrants pay, the investments they 
make and the trade they stimulate.” 
Interestingly the article suggests that 
migration was the vital force in 
meeting the MDGs as currently there 
are 215 million international migrants 
that is expected to expand till 400 by 
2040, and 740 million internal 
migrants from rural to urban areas. “If 
we can make meaningful economic 
progress in the coming generations, 
one of the pivotal reasons will be that 
people are allowed to move more 
freely. Advanced countries, with their 
adverse demographic trends, need 
migrants, as do developing countries - 
not only for migrants' economic 
contributions, but also for the social 
and cultural diversity that they bring.” 
To this regard, development experts 
regard migration as a failure as they 
believe that “if development policies 
work, people should not want to 
move.” 
The author suggests that to reduce any 
form of internal and international 
migration one such method is to lower 
the economic and social costs. “Such 
an agenda includes simple measures, 
such as reducing fees for visas, and 
more complex reforms, such as 

allowing migrants to switch employers 
without penalty and increasing the 
proportion of migrants who enjoy 
legal protections and labour rights.” It 
is suggested that migration as an issue 
must become a part of the world’s 
development strategy as that will 
“have a meaningful impact on the 
lives of migrants, affording them 
greater access to rights and to the 
fruits of their labor.” 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion
/2013-03/19/content_16318582.htm 
(Date Accessed: 21.03.2013) 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
 
 

BOOKS 
 

An India for 
Everyone: A Guide 
to Inclusive 
Development 
(Amarjeet Sinha, Harper Collins) 
 
India, while being the world’s third 
largest economy in terms of 
purchasing power parity, is also the 
country with the largest number of 
poor people. It is estimated that 
around 300 million Indians are below 
the poverty line. With 273 million 
illiterates in 2011, it is also the largest 
illiterate population on earth. On the 
health front too, India’s performance 
is miserable as it houses 40 per cent of 
the world’s undernourished children. 
In this context, India for Everyone: A 
Guide to Inclusive Development 
discusses the ways to achieve 
inclusive development. The author, 
Amarjeet Sinha, is an education expert 
who was actively involved in 
designing the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
and the National Rural Health 
Mission. He envisions an India that 
will be able to provide a decent 
sustenance to its billion plus people. 
The book examines key issues of 
under-nutrition, health care, education 
and social security. To solve these 
issues it puts forward 
recommendations like reforming the 
public recruitment system, 
decentralizing authority and increasing 
accountability among government 

servants, which will help to improve 
the public systems in our country. The 
book goes beyond politics and 
economics and addresses issues that 
need to be urgently dealt with. 
 
http://www.harpercollins.co.in/BookD
etail.asp?Book_Code=3708 
Date Accessed: 19.03.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 

Emerging India 
(Bimal Jalan, Penguin Books India, 
1 March 2013) 
  
The author has closely followed the 
path of India’s economic policies 
across its changing trajectories, from 
the pre-liberalized phase to its present 
situation. 
Jalan, who was the former Governor 
of RBI gives acute observations on the 
dynamics of governing the 
relationship “between political and 
economic reforms and inclusive and 
incremental growth.” The chapters are 
mostly the lectures delivered by the 
author in various forums and the 
views are more contextual at the time 
they were expressed. 
Yet the concerns he highlights like 
that of risk management, transparency, 
regulation and supervision, capital 
requirements and most importantly the 
ethics are quite ironical. Also the 
issues that germinated are highly 
relevant in understanding the recent 
financial crisis. 
The book argues that “the way 
forward is to lower the role of the 
public sector, lessen the administrative 
structures, control funding of political 
parties and increase the efficiency of 
the civil service.” 
  
http://www.penguinbooksindia.com/e
n/content/emerging-india-1 
Date accessed: 17.3.2013 
(Hansa Kaul) 
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