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HEADLINES 

Cover Story 
 
Call for Abolition of Death Penalty in India 
“One convict is awarded death penalty in less than every third day in India” 

 

On 21 November, 2012, Mohammed Ajmal Kasab, the sole surviving terrorist of the 2008 Mumbai attacks, was executed, merely a 
day after India rejected the United Nations General Assembly draft resolution for abolition of death penalty. The speedy and abrupt 
execution induced a sudden ‘patriotic’ fervour calling for celebrations and jubilation across the country. Soon after, Afzal Guru, 
convicted for the 13th December 2001 attack on the Indian parliament was executed on 9 February, 2013 at Tihar Jail, New Delhi. For 
a country which was founded on the ideology of non-violence and prevalence of truth such extreme bloodlust is very worrying. 

Asian Centre for Human Rights (ACHR) in its report "The State of Death Penalty in India 2013" states that as per the records of the 
National Crimes Records Bureau (NCRB), a total of 1,455 convicts or an average of 132.27 convicts per year were given death 
penalty during 2001 to 2011. This also implies that on approximately one convict is awarded death penalty in less than every third day 
in India. During the same period i.e. 2001 to 2011, 4,321 death sentences were commuted to life imprisonment. This visibly indicates 
that thousands of convicts remain on death row. 

Year wise statistics of death penalty given and commuted during 2001-2011 
 

Year No. of Death 
Penalties 

No. commuted to 
life imprisonment 

No. of executed 

2001 106 303 0 
2002 126 301 0 
2003 142 142 0 
2004 125 179 1 
2005 164 1,241 0 
2006 129 1,020 0 
2007 186 881 0 
2008 126 46 0 
2009 137 104 0 
2010 97 62 0 
2011 117 42 0 
Total 1,455 4,321 1 

     Source: NCRB 
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Source:http://www.hindustantimes.com/India-news/NewDelhi/One-death-penalty-every-third-day-in-
India/Article1-1011856.aspx 
 
 
Guidelines for Awarding Death Penalty in India 
 
The death penalty in India is restricted to cases that constitute the ‘rarest of the rare’ crimes and in ‘special cases’ for political 
offences. It was challenged as being unconstitutional in Bachan Singh's case (1980) in the Supreme Court but this plea was struck 
down by the Supreme Court which held that death penalty did not offend Article 21 of the Constitution that refers to the 
Fundamental Right to life and liberty of each citizen of the country and thus, was not unconstitutional. The requirement 
of the ‘rarest of the rare’ criterion is said to be fulfilled when the “collective conscience” of the community has been “shocked” and 
the balance of “aggravating and mitigating circumstances” of the crime imply that the sentence of life imprisonment would denigrate 
the gravity of the crime. (Macchi Singh and Others vs. State of Punjab, 1983). 

Though the Supreme Court has broad guidelines on what constitutes the ‘rarest of the rare’ cases, there is no clear definition 
stipulated. It is ultimately the conscience and political beliefs of the judge in question which decides the dictum. This ambiguity may 
lead to arbitrariness of the decision which can amount to cruel and inhuman punishment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/India-news/NewDelhi/One-death-penalty-every-third-day-in-India/Article1-1011856.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/India-news/NewDelhi/One-death-penalty-every-third-day-in-India/Article1-1011856.aspx
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International Stand on Capital Punishment 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: Amnesty International 

The legal infliction of death as a punishment for a range of criminal acts has been in practice across different cultures since time 
immemorial. However, with the development of international human rights treaties, institutions and democratic constitutions 
embodying ideals of right to life and freedom from tortuous, cruel and inhuman punishment, nations are increasingly moving towards 
abolishing capital punishment.  

• The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in December 1948, 
recognizes each individual’s right to life. It categorically states that “No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punishment” (Article 5).  

• In 1966, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) was adopted by the UN, Article 6 of 
which states that "no one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life" and that the death sentence will not be imposed on pregnant 
women or those under the age of 18 at the time of the crime. 

• The UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) adopted "Safeguards Guaranteeing Protection of the Rights of Those 
Facing the Death Penalty" in 1984. In the same year, the Safeguards were endorsed by consensus by the UN General 
Assembly.  

• The Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR was adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1989 with a goal to abolish death 
penalty. 

• The Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights was adopted by the General Assembly of the 
Organization of American States in 1990. 

• In 1993, the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia stated that the death penalty was not an 
option, even for the most heinous crimes. 

• The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child came into force in 1995 which prohibited death penalty for persons 
under the age of 18 at the time of the crime. 

• The UN Commission on Human Rights (UNCHR) passed a resolution calling on all states that still maintain the death 
penalty to progressively restrict the number of offenses for which it may be imposed with a view to completely abolishing it. 

• The Council of Europe's Committee of Ministers adopted Protocol 13 to the European Convention on Human Rights 
in 2002 which is the first legally binding international treaty to abolish the death penalty in all circumstances with no 
exceptions.  

• In 2005, the UNCHR approved Human Rights Resolution 2005/59 on the question of the death penalty, calling for all 
states which maintained the sentence to abolish it and establish a moratorium in the meantime. 

• The UN General Assembly approved Resolution 62/149 in 2007 which called for all states that still maintain the death 
penalty to establish a moratorium on executions with a view to abolishing the death penalty. 

In 1966, when the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights was approved by the UN General Assembly, there were 
merely 26 abolitionist countries. Till date, “99 states have abolished the death penalty for all crimes, 8 have abolished it for ordinary 
crimes and 33 are observing moratoriums on executions making a total of 140” out of the 193 nations that are  part of the  UN system. 

Global Facts and Figures 

• At least 18,750 people were on death row at the end of 2011 
• At least 676 people were executed in 20 countries in 2011 
• Most executions took place in China, Iraq, Iran, Noth Korea, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, 

USA and Yemen 
• China executed more people than the rest of the world put together 
• In the Middle East, the number of confirmed executions increased by almost 50 percent 
• During 2011, only 20 out of 198 countries carried out executions 
• Foreign nationals were disproportionately affected by the use of the death penalty 
• In Belarus and Vietnam prisoners were not informed of their forthcoming execution 
• Public executions were known to have been carried out in Iran, North Korea, Saudi Arabia 

and Somalia 
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In the last 20 years, there has been a downward trend in the number of death sentences declared. About 1,923 people were sentenced 
to death globally in 2011 which is a drop from 2,024 sentences in 2010. However, this fall in numbers does not account for local level 
executions which are carried out daily in remote parts of the world.   

 

Source:http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-
images/Guardian/Pix/pictures/2012/3/26/1332799750960/Amnesty_Death_Penalty_big.jpg  

 

Call for Abolition of Death Penalty in India 

The ACHR calls for abolition of death penalty in India. There are strong arguments in favour of abolishing this sentence.  

1. There is no scientific or empirical basis to prove that death penalty acts as a deterrent against any crime. The execution of 
Nathuram Vinayak Godse for the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi, has not acted as a deterrent against assassination of 
many prominent political leaders including former Prime Ministers Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi, and several other 
prominent political leaders.  

2. A strong argument in support of abolition is the possible error in judgement while meting out the death penalty. India is 
replete with erred judgements. The probability of execution of an innocent person has irreparable consequences making death 
penalty dangerous and opposed to the principles of proportionality. 

3. Death penalty is an example of retributive justice which implies a “system of corrections” to allocate “units of misery in 
response to units of lawbreaking.” This justice system is one of payback or revenge.  

4. Justice should be aimed at reformation rather than retribution because the aim of justice is more than merely punishment of 
crime. 

5. Justice is not synonymous with death penalty, and death penalty cannot be the only means or form of ensuring justice. 
6. India must follow its own civilisational values which have always undermined violence as a means of achieving any goal. In 

hangings such as Afzal Guru’s, the state itself circumvented the Prison Manual by not informing his family of the execution. 
Such acts on behalf of the State erode belief in the rule of law and thus, should be strongly discouraged. 

 
Over the years, societies have generally tried to move from more barbaric means of ensuring justice to less barbaric ones and the idea 
of capital punishment goes against the process of evolution. Moreover, in a country like India which is marked by intense social 
stratification and turmoil, where even-handed dispensation of justice is extremely complicated, putting in human hands the discretion 
to take life can have gross consequences.  

 

 

http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Guardian/Pix/pictures/2012/3/26/1332799750960/Amnesty_Death_Penalty_big.jpg
http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Guardian/Pix/pictures/2012/3/26/1332799750960/Amnesty_Death_Penalty_big.jpg
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Read More at: 

http://www.achrweb.org/reports/india/IndiaDeathPenaltyReport2013.pdf  

http://www.amnestyusa.org/our-work/issues/death-penalty/international-death-penalty/death-penalty-and-
human-rights-standards 
http://www.jstor.org/discover/10.2307/4416329?uid=3738256&uid=2&uid=4&sid=21101924638811  

Not Even 6 Per Cent of Police Constables in India are Women 
 
(The Hindu, 8 March, 2013) 
 
Data recently tabled in Parliament show that of the 16.6 lakh police personnel in India in 2011 at the constabulary level, only 93,887 
are women. The representation is uneven across states. While Mizoram had no women in its force in 2011, Maharashtra and Tamil 
Nadu almost doubled their numbers between 2009 and 2011. Numbers are important as “the very presence of women could create an 
environment for women and those from weaker sections of society to access police stations with less diffidence and difficulty than 
would otherwise have been the case.” Therefore it is important to ensure that at least 33 per cent of the constabulary are women. 
Apart from ensuring their numbers, it is important to provide training, support and promotional opportunities to put them on a par with 
their male counterparts. Women have a role in sensitisation of the force in dealing with crimes against women. Yet, they should not be 
forced to deal with only such crimes. The fact that New York City had its first policewoman as early as in 1845 proves that there is no 
policing that women cannot do. The Ministry of Home Affairs should set targets for individual police forces and create a mechanism 
to monitor female advancement. Grants should be linked to progress achieved. Having more women in the police force is necessary 
not just for formal fulfilment of sexual equality, but it is also required to meet the contemporary needs of policing. 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/women-in-the-police/article4485344.ece 
Date Accessed: 12.03.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 

 
Global Rankings: Although Inequality Between Countries is Falling, 
Inequality Within Countries is Rising 
 
(Rohinton Medhora, Centre for International Governance Innovation, 15 March, 2013) 
  
According to the latest Human Development Report 2013, every country in the world where the data exist has a higher human 
development score today than it did in 2000, with developing countries’ scores growing faster. The gains are evenly spread across the 
components of the index – income, life expectancy and education. The trends depict the rise of the southern part of the world. China 
and India have doubled per capita output during the past 20 years, a rate twice as fast as that during the Industrial Revolution, and 
covering many more people. The countries of the world are converging; risks to global stability lie not only in its dicey far-flung 
corners but at the fading, yet still salient, epicentres of the U.S. and Western Europe; and no region or school of thought has a 
monopoly on good ideas for growth and human development. 
This suggests four broad trends for policy. First, integral to the rise of the South is the growth of a middle class the world over. 
Globally, the number of middle class is expected to rise to 3.3 billion in 2020 and 4.9 billion in 2030, the entire growth occurring in 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. Simultaneously, although inequality between countries is falling, inequality within countries – 
especially the growth success stories such as China and India – is rising. Therefore, the challenge for the policymakers will be to fight 
inequality, not poverty, so as to preserve political stability. Second, globalization will ensure that cross-border, regional and global 
spillovers and interactions will come to be as important as national policy. Third, the appropriate balance between government 
regulation and unfettered markets will still be a focus of policy debates. Chile and South Africa have shown that it’s possible to pursue 
a social democratic system in the aftermath of dictatorship, while China and India present interesting contrasts in economic and 
political systems while delivering consistently strong economic growth. Finally, the South will assume rights and responsibilities in 
global governance. If money and ideas flow together, then the rise of Southern capital will inevitably come with its own precepts. This 
can only help in finding solutions to problems such as climate change and regional conflict. If the past five decades were characterized 
by a North-South, rich-poor global divide, the next five decades will see a more porous topography. 
 
http://www.cigionline.org/articles/2013/03/global-rankings-human-development-index 
Date Accessed: 19.03.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 

http://www.achrweb.org/reports/india/IndiaDeathPenaltyReport2013.pdf
http://www.amnestyusa.org/our-work/issues/death-penalty/international-death-penalty/death-penalty-and-human-rights-standards
http://www.amnestyusa.org/our-work/issues/death-penalty/international-death-penalty/death-penalty-and-human-rights-standards
http://www.jstor.org/discover/10.2307/4416329?uid=3738256&uid=2&uid=4&sid=21101924638811
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/women-in-the-police/article4485344.ece
http://www.cigionline.org/articles/2013/03/global-rankings-human-development-index
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SECTION 1: THE ECONOMY 

Scrap Export sops, 
Build 
Infrastructure 
 
(ET Bureau, The Economic Times, 
14 March, 2013) 
 
There is good news for Indian 
economy as the exports rose for the 
second consecutive month. It rose 
4.25% from year earlier to $26.3 
billion and such rise along with slower 
import growth will bring down India’s 
trade and current account deficits. 
As the eurozone still reels under the 
impact of recession, IMF has forecast 
growth will come from developing 
countries. Therefore Indian companies 
should “seek emerging and non 
traditional markets like Latin America 
and Africa.” As the exports are 
becoming more competitive the 
government should come up with 
innovative ways to promote exports. 
“One, the government should stop 
export bans, especially on farm 
commodities, much of which is piling 
up in government warehouses. 
Instead, exporters must be given an 
opportunity to cash in when world 
prices go up. Two, the government 
should slash transaction costs for 
exporters. Three, the commerce 
ministry must coordinate with other 
ministries to build infrastructure such 
as roads and ports to develop trade 
links. Projects such as building land 
routes to China and Thailand through 
Myanmar will make it cheaper to 
export our products.” 
 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
opinion/editorial/scrap-export-sops-
build-
infrastructure/articleshow/18963769.c
ms 
Date accessed: 14.3.2013 
(Simi Sunny) 
 
 
 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/editorial/scrap-export-sops-build-infrastructure/articleshow/18963769.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/editorial/scrap-export-sops-build-infrastructure/articleshow/18963769.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/editorial/scrap-export-sops-build-infrastructure/articleshow/18963769.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/editorial/scrap-export-sops-build-infrastructure/articleshow/18963769.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/editorial/scrap-export-sops-build-infrastructure/articleshow/18963769.cms
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POLITICS AND 
GOVERNANCE  
  

15 Governors are 
Former Civil 
Servants, Police 
Officers, Armymen 
 
(Smita Gupta, The Hindu, 12 
March, 2013) 
 
With the recent appointment and 
reshuffling of governors, as many as 
15 governors in India are former civil 
servants, police officers or Army 
officers. Out of this, four are ex-IAS 
officers, eight are former IPS officers, 
and one is an ex-Army chief. The list 
includes former Directors of the 
Intelligence Bureau, former 
Secretaries to the Union government, 
former Army chief, ex-NSG chief and 
ex-Special Protection Group Director. 
There is nothing technically wrong 
with these appointments as the 
Constitution mandates that any Indian 
citizen over 35 can be made Governor. 
But with the governor’s position being 
“essentially one where political 
judgments often need to be made, it is 
interesting that there is such an 
overwhelming number of former civil 
servants, police officers and Army 
officers in these positions.” 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/nation
al/15-governors-are-former-civil-
servants-police-officers-
armymen/article4498242.ece 
Date Accessed: 13.03.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 
 

Measly Budget 
Allocation for Tea 
Tribes Causes 
Resentment 
(Staff Reporter, The sentinel, 12 
March, 2013) 
 

Members of Legislative Assembly 
(MLA) belonging to the tea tribes in 
Assam have claimed that the budget 
presented by Chief Minister Gogoi 
does not have enough funds for the tea 
tribes. 
MLA Rameshwar Dhanwar 
expressing his dissatisfaction reported 
that “the population of tea tribes in 
Assam is almost equal to the 
population of religious minorities. 
Yet, only a mere Rs 23 crore was 
allotted for the tea tribes in the budget. 
Accusing the government of 
discrimination, he further pointed out 
that 500 crore has been allocated for 
the minorities and added that  “out of 
the Rs 23 crore that has been allotted, 
Rs 3 crore will be spent in paying the 
salary of the employees. So what 
development work will be done with 
mere Rs 20 crore?” 
MLA Kripanath Malla also expressed 
similar discontent and stated that   
“earlier Rs 57 crore was allocated in 
the budget for the tea tribes. This 
subsequently came down to Rs 27 
crore and now it has become Rs 23 
crore.” 
However, Chief Minister Gogoi said 
that the budget allocation could be 
increased if needed and clarified that 
the Rs 500 crore that has been 
allocated for minorities, comes from 
the Centre under the Multi–sectoral 
Development Programme (MsDP). 
 
http://www.sentinelassam.com/mainne
ws/story.php?sec=1&subsec=0&id=15
2448&dtP=2013-03-
13&ppr=1#152448 
(Date accessed 12.03.2013) 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
 

Missing Ink: Why 
Citizens Don’t Vote 
 
(N D Shiva Kumar, Samachar, 13 
March, 2013) 
 
The low voter turnout, especially in 
the urban areas, questions the concept 
of democracy in our country. We find 
the following reasons behind this low 
voter turnout :- firstly, less 
dependence of the urban middle and 
upper class on the state. They are 
capable of fulfilling their own needs. 

Its only in the rural areas and in the 
slums in cities that the voter turnout is 
good because the poor and the 
mofussil masses depend on the 
system. Secondly, the increasing inter-
state migrant population as a sizeable 
chunk doesn’t identify with local 
politics and hence chooses to stay 
away from the process. Thirdly, the 
penetration of politicians in the cities 
is difficult. The process of 
mobilization happens in a different 
way. The inter-group anonymity is 
also a hindrance. Fourthly, the new 
generation and middle class cannot 
relate to the so-called leaders, who are 
more often feudal lords living in the 
city. Therefore as a mark of protest, 
most of these people refrain from 
voting, accusing elected leaders to be 
corrupt. The article also suggests that 
the voters are in fact indifferent and 
don’t even know the names of the 
candidates contesting in the elections. 
Missing names and inflated voters' list 
are a problem, but the onus is on the 
citizens to check their names on the 
list prior to the elections. Engagement 
with the political class is essential. 
One needs to have a say in who rules 
us which should be non-negotiable.  
 
http://www.samachar.com/Missing-
ink-Why-citizens-dont-vote-
ndnhKlibbcf.html 
Date Accessed: 13.03.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 
 
 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

The Credit Column 
(Smita Pranav Kothari, Outlook, 18 
March, 2013) 
 
The Finance Minister was widely 
applauded when he announced the all-
women’s bank but the Shri Mahila 
SEWA Sahkari Bank Ltd in 
Ahemdabad has been functional on the 
same lines since 39 years. Ela Bhatt, 
the chief of women’s wing of textile 
labour union, recognizing the multiple 
problems faced by women workers, 
organized the women into the Self 
Employed Women’s Association 
(SEWA). They set up the cooperative 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/15-governors-are-former-civil-servants-police-officers-armymen/article4498242.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/15-governors-are-former-civil-servants-police-officers-armymen/article4498242.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/15-governors-are-former-civil-servants-police-officers-armymen/article4498242.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/15-governors-are-former-civil-servants-police-officers-armymen/article4498242.ece
http://www.sentinelassam.com/mainnews/story.php?sec=1&subsec=0&id=152448&dtP=2013-03-13&ppr=1#152448
http://www.sentinelassam.com/mainnews/story.php?sec=1&subsec=0&id=152448&dtP=2013-03-13&ppr=1#152448
http://www.sentinelassam.com/mainnews/story.php?sec=1&subsec=0&id=152448&dtP=2013-03-13&ppr=1#152448
http://www.sentinelassam.com/mainnews/story.php?sec=1&subsec=0&id=152448&dtP=2013-03-13&ppr=1#152448
http://www.samachar.com/Missing-ink-Why-citizens-dont-vote-ndnhKlibbcf.html
http://www.samachar.com/Missing-ink-Why-citizens-dont-vote-ndnhKlibbcf.html
http://www.samachar.com/Missing-ink-Why-citizens-dont-vote-ndnhKlibbcf.html
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bank for women in 1974 beginning 
with 4,000 members. 
Chidambaram plans to provide Rs 
1,000 crore to set up an all-women 
bank in the public sector. SEWA 
Bank, in contrast, began with Rs 1 
lakh, contributed by mem--bers. 
Today, it has a working capital of Rs 
200 crore and serves four lakh women. 
One of the chief objectives of the bank 
is to help poor self-employed women 
to keep out of the trap of borrowing 
from money-lenders. Ela Bh tracks the 
capital-time chart of a typical client 
and points out how it starts with debt, 
moves into savings, and then on to 
business expansion and buying a 
house of their own. Vandana Shah, the 
general manager of the bank says, 
“It’s only recently that the RBI came 
up with know-your-customer (KYC) 
guidelines, but we’ve been strict about 
that since inception.” 
Recently the bank became an 
aggregator of the National Pension 
Scheme but long before the NPS, 
SEWA Bank had tied up with Unit 
Trust of India to create a pension 
scheme for its clients, who otherwise 
wouldn’t have saved for old age. 
 
http://www.outlookindia.com/article.a
spx?284284 
Date accessed: 14.3.2013 
(Simi Sunny) 

 
SECURITY 
 
 

Half of Country’s 
Mobile Phone Users 
Have No Security 
Solutions: Report 
 
(Samachar, 13 March, 2013) 
 
A recent study by the leading cyber 
security firm Symantec has found that 
fifty percent of the mobile phone users 
in India do not use mobile security 
solutions, making them vulnerable to 
cyber-crime. The report said that 
about 70 percent of adults use mobile 
devices to access internet and forty-
four percent of the mobile users 

received text messages from someone 
they did not know, requesting that 
they click on an embedded link or dial 
an unknown number to retrieve a 
voicemail. The country sales manager 
of Symantec Software Solutions 
remarked that today all these 
malwares, spywares and Trojans are 
hitting each one of us with the 
perspective of getting monetary 
benefit. He talked of the impact of 
cyber bullying, its symptoms and the 
need for awareness about it. 
 
 
http://www.samachar.com/Half-of-
countrys-mobile-phone-users-have-
no-security-solutions-Report-
ndnjK4fcbjc.html 
Date Accessed: 12.03.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
  

http://www.outlookindia.com/article.aspx?284284
http://www.outlookindia.com/article.aspx?284284
http://www.samachar.com/Half-of-countrys-mobile-phone-users-have-no-security-solutions-Report-ndnjK4fcbjc.html
http://www.samachar.com/Half-of-countrys-mobile-phone-users-have-no-security-solutions-Report-ndnjK4fcbjc.html
http://www.samachar.com/Half-of-countrys-mobile-phone-users-have-no-security-solutions-Report-ndnjK4fcbjc.html
http://www.samachar.com/Half-of-countrys-mobile-phone-users-have-no-security-solutions-Report-ndnjK4fcbjc.html
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SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC 
EXCLUSION 

 
Gogoi Announces 
New Scheme for 
Rural Employment 
Generation 
 
(Staff reporter, The Sentinel, 15 
March, 2013) 
 In order to promote skill development 
training to women and youth for 
undertaking productive income 
generating activities the government 
of Assam is going to launch a new 
scheme called the Rural Employment 
Generation, under which selected 
youth and women will be sent  to 
Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore to  
attend specialised training. 
In addition to this Assam Chief 
Minister is also envisaging opening up 
a training centre for skill development 
in every district and plans to launch 
special schemes for the welfare of 
women and children in the state. 
Stating the need to emphasise more on 
welfare of women and children, state 
Panchayat and Rural Development 
Mister Rockybul  Hussain further said 
that “women are the prime movers of 
change in a society, “therefore the 
government of Assam “has not only 
given political empowerment to the 
fairer sex by raising reservation from 
33 to 50 per cent in Panchayati Raj 
institutions but also extending 
financial help through subsidy so that 
they become economically 
independent.” 
 
http://www.sentinelassam.com/main
news/story.php?sec=1&subsec=0&i
d=152842&dtP=2013-03-
16&ppr=1#152842 
(Date accessed 16.03.2013) 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
 
 
 
 

HEALTH 
 

More Action 
Needed on Baby 
Food Marketing 
 
(Mike Brady, New Internationalist, 6 
March, 2013) 
  
A new report from Save the Children, 
‘Superfood for babies: How 
overcoming barriers to breastfeeding 
will save children’s lives’, documents 
baby food companies drive to push 
their products in ways that endanger 
health. The report contains on-the-
ground research; it is essential to look 
at what companies actually do, rather 
than just at what they say they do. 
Nestlé claims to abide by the World 
Health Assembly marketing 
requirements, but Save the Children 
found in Pakistan, for example, that 20 
per cent of health professionals 
surveyed reported gifts from baby-
food companies – over half were 
Nestlé-branded. Danone, now second 
in the baby-milk market, is also 
criticized. The company is an 
increasing cause for concern as it tries 
to compete with Nestlé. Since 1991, 
limited regulations have been 
introduced. When regulations are 
effective, the industry tries to weaken 
them. In the Philippines right now, 
campaigners are trying to stop the 
Nestlé Monster Bill from replacing 
strong regulations introduced in 2007. 
This is their name for a draft law that 
will remove hard-won protection 
against the promotion of foods for 
children up to three years of age. At 
present labels have clear warnings, 
meeting Save the Children’s 
recommendation that these cover a 
third of the packaging. The 
Department of Health in Philippines 
has also  intervened by pointing out 
that the draft House Bill aims to 
support multinational companies while 
damaging the Filipino society: 
families, the mothers and children. We 
need the following:- firstly, 
monitoring and public pressure and 
secondly, enforcement of regulations. 
 

 
http://newint.org/blog/2013/03/06/bab
y-milk-action/ 
Date Accessed: 13.03.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 
 

PHILANTHROPY 
 

Bringing 
Entrepreneurial 
Philanthropy to 
India With a New X 
Prize 
(Naveen Jain, Co.Exist, 6 February, 
2013) 
 
The most effective way to drive 
philanthropy at a tremendous scale 
and develop long-term economic 
vitality through giving,, is by 
embracing “entrepreneurial 
philanthropy.” Entrepreneurial 
philanthropy is designed to support 
innovation that creates sustainable, 
thriving economies in communities 
with tremendous need. Just like 
entrepreneurs rely on the size and 
scope of a market, philanthropists too 
need to identify problems that affect 
millions and provide for sustainable, 
scalable solutions. 
Keeping this in mind, the first country 
specific $ 6 million X- Prize has been 
set up for India since the country “has 
both substantial resources and grave 
problems within close proximity to 
each other, along with a population of 
more than one billion people.” Once 
the top 10 issues are identified, X-
Prize Foundation plans to partner with 
the Indian government and intends to 
chalk out their separate areas of work. 
Apart from the desire to solve big 
problems, another factor that drives 
entrepreneurial philanthropists is the 
increasing desire among customers to 
support a good cause through 
purchasing decisions.    The writer 
feels that “money can certainly solve 
some of the world’s problems, but 
without an entrepreneurial bent it will 
only create short-lived solutions to 
long-term problems.” 
 

http://www.sentinelassam.com/mainnews/story.php?sec=1&subsec=0&id=152842&dtP=2013-03-16&ppr=1#152842
http://www.sentinelassam.com/mainnews/story.php?sec=1&subsec=0&id=152842&dtP=2013-03-16&ppr=1#152842
http://www.sentinelassam.com/mainnews/story.php?sec=1&subsec=0&id=152842&dtP=2013-03-16&ppr=1#152842
http://www.sentinelassam.com/mainnews/story.php?sec=1&subsec=0&id=152842&dtP=2013-03-16&ppr=1#152842
http://newint.org/blog/2013/03/06/baby-milk-action/
http://newint.org/blog/2013/03/06/baby-milk-action/
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http://www.fastcoexist.com/1681276/
bringing-entrepreneurial-philanthropy-
to-india-with-a-new-x-prize 
Date Accessed: 12.03.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 

ENVIRONMENT 
 
 

Up to 115,000 
Indians killed by 
Coal in 2012 
 
(Ashish Fernandes, Greenpeace 
India, March 12, 2013) 
 
A study for the first time has tried to 
quantify the death and disease burden 
from coal power plants in India. The 
study conducted by Urban Emissions 
and commissioned by Conservation 
Action Trust, Mumbai, has estimated 
that premature deaths  on account of 
coal emissions vary in between 
80,000-115,00, including that of 
10,000 children under the age of 5. It 
has also estimated that there are 
millions of cases of asthma and chest 
discomfort arising due to coal 
pollution. 
 
The study reveals that one of the 
major factors for such high number 
of deaths is the lack of regulatory 
systems to check pollution. “India 
lags far behind most large economies 
when it comes to regulating pollutants 
from coal power plants. India’s 
standards for particulate matter (150-
350 µg/m3) are much weaker than 
even China’s (20-50 µg/m3), whose 
coal binge led to record pollution 
levels and public outrage this past 
winter.” The article states that India 
has no standards in place for sulphur, 
nitrogen dioxides and mercury. This is 
in contrast to “China, the US, EU and 
Australia, all of which either have 
standards in place, or, in the case of 
mercury, are in the process of 
formulating them.”  
 
One of the key findings of the study 
was that “emissions from power plants 
travel many hundreds of kilometres 
from the point of emission, exposing 

all who live in that track, something 
that is not currently accounted for in 
health and environmental 
assessments.” This can have 
dangerous repercussions especially for 
the cluster approach to setting up 
power plants, “given that there are 
plans for more coal power plant 
clusters in Vidarbha, eastern Andhra 
Pradesh and western Maharashtra, 
among others.” Therefore, the study 
suggests moving away from coal 
energy to more environmental friendly 
and cleaner modes of energy 
creations. 
 
http://www.greenpeace.org/india/en/B
log/Campaign-blogs/up-to-115000-
indians-killed-by-coal-in-
2012/blog/44276/ 
Date accessed: 13.03.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
  

Pesticide Scavenger 
 
(Ankita Malik, Down To Earth, 15 
March, 2013) 
Russian scientists have created a 
bioscavenger, a substance that can 
neutralize the neurotoxic effect of 
organophosphates, the most dangerous 
chemical ingredient of pesticides. 
“These chemicals inhibit 
neurotransmission between nerve cells 
by blocking an enzyme, acetyl-choline 
esterase (AChE), and are so deadly 
that some of them have been 
developed as nerve agents for 
chemical warfare.” The ailments and 
high environmental persistence has 
been one of the major reasons for the 
dubious reputation of pesticides. 
“Farmers are the worst hit as 
uncontrolled use of organophosphates 
can cause hormonal imbalance, 
respiratory problems and 
cardiovascular disorders. WHO 
estimates that 200,000 people die 
every year from occupational pesticide 
exposure across the world and largely 
in developing countries like India, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.” Though the 
creation may have huge implications 
on the usability of pesticide but its 
efficacy in humans still needs to be 
checked since the results reported are 
on a mice models. 
 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/conten
t/pesticide-scavenger 
Date accessed: 14.3.2013 
(Simi Sunny) 
 

 
Efforts to Improve 
Access to 
Environmental 
Data in Focus at 
Dublin Conference 
 
(United Nations Environment 
Programme, 11 March, 2013) 
  
At a conference organized by the 
European Environment Agency (EEA) 
in association with the Irish 
Presidency of the Council of the 
European Union, it was discussed the 
need to support and improve access to 
data on environment and sustainable 
development. The participants in this 
conference discussed ideas on “how to 
improve the availability of 
environmental, societal and economic 
data and information from a wide 
diversity of knowledge communities.” 
Eye on Earth, a global public 
information network that is creates 
and shares environmentally relevant 
information online. Apart from this, it 
provides interactive maps, 
applications and data that are based on 
Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS). The conference covered a 
“series of special initiatives on oceans, 
water, biodiversity, cities and disasters 
as well as technical development of 
the platform, citizen science as an 
important source of knowledge, 
building capacities across the network 
and empowerment of Eye on Earth 
communities.” Ireland's Minister for 
the Environment, Phil Hogan, stressed 
that “good environmental data is an 
essential starting point in meeting 
environmental challenges and in 
developing an enhanced understanding 
of how our environment affects us and 
how our actions impact on our 
surroundings. Harnessing the 
collective energy of the Eye on Earth 
community has the potential to 

http://www.fastcoexist.com/1681276/bringing-entrepreneurial-philanthropy-to-india-with-a-new-x-prize
http://www.fastcoexist.com/1681276/bringing-entrepreneurial-philanthropy-to-india-with-a-new-x-prize
http://www.fastcoexist.com/1681276/bringing-entrepreneurial-philanthropy-to-india-with-a-new-x-prize
http://www.greenpeace.org/india/en/Blog/Campaign-blogs/up-to-115000-indians-killed-by-coal-in-2012/blog/44276/
http://www.greenpeace.org/india/en/Blog/Campaign-blogs/up-to-115000-indians-killed-by-coal-in-2012/blog/44276/
http://www.greenpeace.org/india/en/Blog/Campaign-blogs/up-to-115000-indians-killed-by-coal-in-2012/blog/44276/
http://www.greenpeace.org/india/en/Blog/Campaign-blogs/up-to-115000-indians-killed-by-coal-in-2012/blog/44276/
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/pesticide-scavenger
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/pesticide-scavenger
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promote sustainable development in 
many areas.” 
  
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Defa
ult.aspx?DocumentID=2711&ArticleI
D=9438&l=en 
(Date Accessed: 13.03.2013) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 
 

Yamuna: Crores go 
Down the Drain 
 
(Live Mint, 12 March, 2013) 
  
According to The New York Times, 
the government of India has already 
spent Rs1,300 crores in the 15 years 
from 1993 on the Yamuna Action Plan 
which is a conservative estimate. “The 
Uttar Pradesh and Delhi governments 
together have spent Rs4,439 crore in 
the past 18 years to make Yamuna 
water potable.” However, none of 
these efforts have yielded any results 
and over the years, the river has only 
become more polluted. “Thousands of 
villagers from Uttar Pradesh are on the 
road because untreated sewerage from 
the national capital is polluting the 
Yamuna, which affects their 
livelihoods downstream.” A march to 
protest against this abysmal situation 
has begun. 
One solution to this is for those 
responsible for the pollution to pay for 
those affected by it in monetary terms 
since the offenders must bear the cost 
of damage. However such bargaining 
is difficult to achieve. “Another 
solution, first suggested by the English 
economist A.C. Pigou, is to get 
polluters to pay for their action 
through a special tax.” The 
government is likely to announce a 
spending programme in this regard 
and figure out how to change the 
incentives faced by polluters. 
  
http://www.indianexpress.com/news
/clean-yamuna-march-reaches-
capital/1086570/ 
Date Accessed: 12.03.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
 
 
 

GENDER 
 

Beed Child Sex Ratio 
Jumps by 159 Points 
 
(The Times of India, 13 March, 
2013) 
 
Ranked lowest in the state for its 
skewed child sex ratio in 2011, Beed 
district is now showing a promising 
upward swing, having recorded a 159 
point jump last year in the number of 
baby girls born per 1,000 boys. 
The state's child sex ratio at birth too 
has taken a fair turn, with 905 baby 
girl births recorded for every 1,000 
boys last year, a feat officials attribute 
to the effective implementation of the 
PCPNDT Act. 
In 2011, the district had recorded 796 
baby girl births per 1,000 boys, the 
lowest in Maharashtra but the figure 
touched a heartening 955-mark in 
2012. The ideal child sex ratio at birth 
is 951 girls per 1,000 boys. 
Of the 34 districts (suburban Mumbai 
is not included) in the state, 32 
districts registered improvement in sex 
ratio at birth. Two districts - Dhule 
and Gondia - showed static sex ratio. 
The SHSRC prepared the report based 
on the data available on district health 
information system-2 (DHIS), an 
online portal for calculating sex ratio 
at birth. The male and female live 
births in rural and urban areas are 
reported every month on the DHIS 2. 
Buoyed by the improvement in the sex 
ratio figures, the state is now planning 
to further strengthen PCPNDT 
implementation.  However, activists 
working in the field of saving girl 
children say that there is still a long 
way to go with the state's child sex 
ratio still much lower than the ideal 
sex ratio at birth of 951 girls per 1000 
boys. 
The number of missing girls can be 
calculated from the difference 
between the number of girls born 
during 2011 and 2012, and the number 
of girls that would have been born if 
the sex ratio at birth was normal - 951 
girls per 1,000 boys. Imbalance in the 
child sex ratio cannot be entirely 
attributed to the practice of prenatal 

sex selection , states the report, 'Girls 
Missing At Birth in India' (2001-2008 
), published by the United Nations 
Population Fund-India (UNFPA). The 
sex ratio at birth defined as the 
number of girls born for every 1000 
boys born is a more accurate and 
refined indicator of the extent of 
prenatal sex selection.  
 
http://www.samachar.com/Beed-child-
sex-ratio-jumps-by-159-points-
ndnhNediidd.html 
Date Accessed: 13.03.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 

Behind the Global 
Rape Epidemic 
 
(Al Jazeera, 09 March, 2013) 
  
On International Women’s Day, Al 
Jazeera’s ‘South 2 North’ programme 
discussed the persistent and 
devastating problem of rape across the 
world. Prof.Ratna Kapur, who was 
one of the speakers commented “I 
don’t think it’s helpful really to call 
this a hate crime, all that really does is 
set up men against women ... men as 
women-hating ... It has a lot more to 
do with the fact that we need to start 
respecting women as subjects, as 
individuals who are capable of 
participating in the public arena, in the 
work place as well as the political 
space, in the economic and market 
space as well,” explains Kapur. 
Professor Farid Esack from 
Johannesburg talked about how crime 
against women isn’t a problem of 
women but a crisis on how men define 
themselves. In a relationship of 
control, the man is himself not free to 
be liberated. Dr Amelia Kleijn’s PhD 
thesis was a qualitative study based on 
interviews with men concluded from 
her research that most of such men 
had themselves faced appalling level 
of physical abuse and had no emotions 
and could not empathise with others. 
Also joining South2North is Dr 
Amelia Kleijn, who wrote her PhD 
thesis on the profile of men who rape 
children under the age of three years 
old. Kleijn’s intense interviews and 
qualitative approach has given her 
insight into what creates a man who 

http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=2711&ArticleID=9438&l=en
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=2711&ArticleID=9438&l=en
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=2711&ArticleID=9438&l=en
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/clean-yamuna-march-reaches-capital/1086570/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/clean-yamuna-march-reaches-capital/1086570/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/clean-yamuna-march-reaches-capital/1086570/
http://www.samachar.com/Beed-child-sex-ratio-jumps-by-159-points-ndnhNediidd.html
http://www.samachar.com/Beed-child-sex-ratio-jumps-by-159-points-ndnhNediidd.html
http://www.samachar.com/Beed-child-sex-ratio-jumps-by-159-points-ndnhNediidd.html
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can act so violently towards helpless 
children. “The things that resonated 
most strongly for me were two things. 
One was the appalling level of 
physical abuse that these men were 
subjected to and the other was that 
they had no emotions. They are what 
we would call psychopaths - and this 
was linked to the beatings they 
received as children. They learnt to 
shut down. They couldn’t empathise 
with anyone else.” 
 
http://www.aljazeera.com/programme
s/south2north/2013/03/201338153827
674988.html 

 
India Unsafe for 
Women  
 
(Gender Bytes, 50 million missing 
campaign, March 2013) 
 
In a survey conducted in the major 
cities of India across all economic 
strata - both housewives and working 
women,  94%  of women   have  said 
that  they  feel unsafe travelling alone 
in the country.  37%   professional 
women   don’t mind travelling alone 
but worry about safety. Maharashtra 
which often seen as a safe state also 
showed a surprisingly low number of 
women (27%) who said they felt safe 
travelling alone.  Delhi was voted the 
most unsafe city with 84% of women 
saying they don’t feel safe in the city.  
Women do not feel safe even in public 
places  like hotels .78% of women 
said that they   would   feel  safe  if 
they could stay in hotels   exclusively  
for  women .   
 
(genderbytes.wordpress.com) 
 
Date accessed on: 15.04.2013  
(Sushree Panigrahi ) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISABLED 
 
 

Not  a Safe  Issue: 
Disabled  Women 
and Sexual Violence  

 
(Shampa Sengupta and Saptarshi 

Mandal, Infochangeindia.org, 17th 
March 2013) 

 
 
     “For the first time in the history of 

sexual violence law reform in India, 
issues pertaining to disabled women 
are being flagged as important items 
on the reform agenda. Sexual violence 
against disabled women is rampant, 
both within the supposedly safe zone 
of the ‘home’ – be it familial or 
custodial – and without.” Though 
some cases do get reported but 
unfortunately most of the cases end in 
acquittal. “Some of the reasons behind 
the low rate of conviction are common 
to all rape cases: faulty investigation 
by the police, biased conclusions 
reached based on medical examination 
of the victim and the accused, general 
attitude of distrust towards the victim 
and so on. But there are also factors 
that are specific to the cases of 
disabled women, such as not recording 
the testimony of the victim during the 
trial or recording the testimony 
without following the procedure laid 
down in law, which weaken the 
prosecution case at the appellate stage 
and result in acquittal.” 

     
       The Justice Verma Committee has 

also responded positively and a large 
number of its recommendations 
addressed difficulties faced by 
disabled women in accessing the legal 
system and navigating through the 
trial process. The main points 
addressed by the Committee are : the 
need for “ the assistance of 
interpreters or special educators be 
taken at the time of recording of the 
complaint by the police and also 
during the trial, that the process of 
identification of the accused be video 
graphed and that disabled women be 
exempted from recounting their 

testimony once again at the time of 
cross-examination in cases of sexual 
assault. The recommendations also 
addressed issues of sexual abuse 
within institutions for the disabled and 
suggested oversight mechanisms for 
both state and privately run 
institutions.”  

 
            
       The authors feel that the disability-

specific recommendations were so 
readily accepted by the state because 
disability was seen as a safe, 
sympathy-inducing issue that posed no 
threat to the established orders. 
Demanding that marital rape be 
recognised as an offence on the other 
hand, definitely threatened the 
gendered/ sexualised ordering of 
heterosexual marriage and family. 
Protecting the rights of the disabled 
against sexual assault would require us 
to think beyond provisions for 
interpreters and special educators, and 
engage with the domain of power and 
sexuality as well. Surprisingly, 
disability groups have not been part of 
these debates, though making sexual 
offences gender-neutral clearly has 
consequences for disabled women. A 
stereotypical view of disabled women, 
particularly those with intellectual or 
psycho-social disability, is that they 
are unable to control their sexual 
urges. (1) Such a view, historically 
propagated by the medical 
establishment, is prevalent among the 
police, doctors and judges. In the 
course of handling cases of sexual 
assault on disabled women, we have 
often heard the authorities 
sympathising with the accused based 
on the belief that ‘such women’ are 
prone to making sexual advances on 
men, and later charge them with 
sexual assault. In 2001, in a case 
where a speech- and hearing-impaired 
girl was raped by two policemen 
inside a prison van in Kolkata, the 
officer-in-charge had said to one of us 
that activists should not follow up in 
such cases. When asked why, he said 
it was common knowledge that 
disabled girls were ‘sex starved’ and it 
was the girl who had in fact attacked 
the policemen. More recently, in the 
course of inquiring about a case of 
sexual assault on a female inmate by a 

http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/south2north/2013/03/201338153827674988.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/south2north/2013/03/201338153827674988.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/south2north/2013/03/201338153827674988.html
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male staffer at a Kolkata mental health 
institution in April 2012, the 
superintendent of the institution told 
one of us that he himself was scared of 
going inside the female ward for fear 
of being ‘molested’. He even asked us 
if there was any law to punish such 
women who first molest/tempt and 
then complain against hapless men. 

      
 In such a scenario where such 
attitudes are presented as medical 
‘truths’ and where authorities put the 
blame on the victims and their lack of 
sexual discipline, what might be the 
implications of a gender-neutral rape 
law, where even women can be made 
assaulters and men their targets? Court 
judgments reveal how disabled 
women’s accounts of sexual assault 
are treated with suspicion by judges. 
For instance, in an Orissa High Court 
case the prosecutrix was deaf and 
mute and had not revealed to anyone 
that she had been raped; it was 
discovered only when she became 
pregnant. The court, while granting 
bail to the accused observed that a 
case of consent on the part of the 
woman could not be ruled out since 
(a) the woman was about 30 years old 
and still unmarried and (b) she could 
have at least communicated it to her 
mother knowing that her mother 
would naturally be anxious about her 
marriage. (2) Again in Meeraj Alam 
vs State of Bihar, the Patna High 
Court kept on repeating throughout the 
judgment that “the victim girl was a 
grown-up lady who was unmarried 
because of such infirmity and that her 
younger sister was already married, 
having children from before.” (3) How 
were the marital statuses of the 
victims of any relevance here, unless 
the judges were trying to implicitly 
suggest that the women in these cases 
were sexually mature and yet were not 
‘getting any’ because they were 
disabled and hence one should be 
suspicious about their motive? Earlier 
a standard defence by an accused in a 
rape case used to be that the woman 
(disabled or not) had consented to the 
sexual intercourse, which then would 
be proved with reference to her dress, 
conduct, sexual history etc. Now, if 
the perpetrator is made gender-neutral, 
whenever a disabled woman 

complains of sexual assault, the 
alleged assaulter might file a counter-
complaint that it was he who was 
raped by the woman. And we have 
good reasons to believe that given the 
widely held view regarding disabled 
women’s hypersexuality, such 
counter-allegations by men would be 
believed and sympathised with, by 
investigators and adjudicators. 

      Thus gender neutral definition of the 
perpetrator in sexual offences, as is 
currently the case, is not in the interest 
of disabled women. The government 
is preparing to introduce a Criminal 
Law Amendment Bill 2013 soon to 
replace the Ordinance. From media 
accounts, it seems the government is 
undecided about the formulation of the 
offence in the final Bill. But whatever 
it is, it is about time that disability 
groups appreciated the implications of 
it, took a stand on this issue and made 
it known to the State. 

 
http://www.infochangeindia.org/disabi
lities/analysis/not-a-safe-issue-
disabled-women-and-sexual-
violence.html#.UUMd1aXDnGw.emai
l 
 
Date Accessed on: 19.04.2013 
(Sushree Panigrahi) 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.infochangeindia.org/disabilities/analysis/not-a-safe-issue-disabled-women-and-sexual-violence.html#.UUMd1aXDnGw.email
http://www.infochangeindia.org/disabilities/analysis/not-a-safe-issue-disabled-women-and-sexual-violence.html#.UUMd1aXDnGw.email
http://www.infochangeindia.org/disabilities/analysis/not-a-safe-issue-disabled-women-and-sexual-violence.html#.UUMd1aXDnGw.email
http://www.infochangeindia.org/disabilities/analysis/not-a-safe-issue-disabled-women-and-sexual-violence.html#.UUMd1aXDnGw.email
http://www.infochangeindia.org/disabilities/analysis/not-a-safe-issue-disabled-women-and-sexual-violence.html#.UUMd1aXDnGw.email
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INDIA IN THE 
WORLD 
 
More Gamble Than 
Plan 
 
(Editorial, Hindustan Times, 14 
March, 2013) 
 
The Presidents of Pakistan and Iran, 
Asif Ali Zardari and Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad, inaugurated the USD 
7.5 billion Iran-Pakistan natural gas 
pipeline but the barriers to completing 
this pipeline are formidable and the 
record of accomplishment in energy 
infrastructure for both countries 
uninspiring. “The project has been a 
pipedream since 1994 and is no closer 
to completion now than it was then.” 
While Iran is in economic crisis due to 
the falling oil prices, Pakistan is trying 
to manage its failing governance. 
Even banks are running away from the 
project for fear of Western sanctions. 
Then there is also the security concern 
since much of the pipeline runs 
through insurgency-wracked 
Balochistan. 
India ceased to be the third leg of this 
pipeline about a decade ago. The 
uncertainties surrounding this pipeline 
have been increasing steadily, one of 
which are the US sanctions. 
The biggest obstacle for India remains 
the fact it would have to pay tens of 
millions of dollars to Pakistani 
security forces to protect the pipeline. 
But given the volatile nature of the 
bilateral relationship, Indian 
participation needs to be debated on. 
“Islamabad has claimed it would block 
Indian participation in the future if 
New Delhi stays out of the original 
consortium. If Pakistan cannot 
separate commercial calculations from 
emotional enmity then it makes even 
less sense for India to make its 
economy dependent on Islamabad's 
goodwill.” 
 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/View
sSectionPage/Editorials/More-a-
gamble-than-a-plan/Article1-
1026531.aspx 

Date accessed: 15.3.2014 
(Simi Sunny) 

 
US Business 
Bemoans India 
Trade 
‘Protectionism’ 
 
(Mathew Pennington, Huffington 
Post, 13 March, 2013) 
American businesses complained to a 
House subcommittee in Washington 
about Indian trade protectionism, 
contending that tariff and regulatory 
barriers are shutting out foreign firms 
despite the nation’s market opening 
reforms. 
Though trade between the two 
countries has grown markedly in the 
last ten years and it is approaching the 
$100 billion mark, experts feel this 
amount is small considering the size 
of two economies. Daniel Twining, 
senior fellow for Asia at the German 
Marshall Fund of the United States 
said, “U.S. trade with India is only 
one-seventh of U.S. trade with China, 
despite the fact that India is a strategic 
partner and China is a strategic 
competitor. Negotiations for a bilateral 
investment treaty are mired in 
bureaucracy and there is need for free 
trade agreement.” 
The foreign investors have detailed 
their grievances on Indian policies 
favoring domestic providers in areas 
such as banking, telecommunications, 
retail and solar panels. 
“Pharmaceutical giant Pfizer Inc., 
which employs about 5,000 people in 
India, accused its government of 
policies that give an unfair advantage 
to local generic drug producers.” The 
Information Technology Industry 
Council told the hearing that new 
regulations could shut out foreign 
companies from nearly half of India's 
$20.5 billion information and 
communications technology market. 
That includes "onerous" testing and 
registration requirements by India that 
take effect April 3. Even in the 
agriculture sector, for most U.S. 
export priorities, tariffs can be set as 
high as 100 percent, although day-to-

day the applied tariff may be less if 
India needs to keep food costs down. 
 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-
wires/20130313/us-us-india-
trade/?utm_hp_ref=politics&ir=politic
s 
Date accessed: 15.3.2013 
(Simi Sunny) 
 

India- Myanmar 
naval diplomacy 
 
(C. Raja Mohan, The Indian 
Express, 11 March, 2013) 
  
The arrival of two naval vessels from 
Myanmar in Vishakhapatnam has 
stepped up important bilateral security 
cooperation between Delhi and 
Yangon. To step up bilateral relations 
and build bilateral defence 
cooperation, a visit by the Defence 
Minister, A.K. Antony to Myanmar 
will take place early this year. Since 
India and Myanmar share a long 
maritime frontier and because “This is 
the first time though that Myanmar's 
ships--a frigate and a corvette-have 
come to a port on India's mainland.” 
According to this report, “the ships of 
the two countries will conduct an 
exercise in joint patrolling in Southern 
Bay of Bengal.” Interestingly, 
“Myanmar is becoming increasingly 
conscious of its strategic location at 
the confluence of the Indian and 
Pacific Oceans.” With Beijing also 
showing interest in the Indian Ocean 
and engaging with Myanmar, 
“Yangon went out of the way to 
reassure Delhi that it has no intention 
to provide naval facilities to any 
foreign power. But there is no denying 
China's growing interest in naval 
cooperation with Myanmar.” 
  
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/i
ndiamyanmar-naval-
diplomacy/1086362/0 
(Date Accessed: 13.03.2013) 
(Ranjana Adhikari)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/ViewsSectionPage/Editorials/More-a-gamble-than-a-plan/Article1-1026531.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/ViewsSectionPage/Editorials/More-a-gamble-than-a-plan/Article1-1026531.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/ViewsSectionPage/Editorials/More-a-gamble-than-a-plan/Article1-1026531.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/ViewsSectionPage/Editorials/More-a-gamble-than-a-plan/Article1-1026531.aspx
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-wires/20130313/us-us-india-trade/?utm_hp_ref=politics&ir=politics
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-wires/20130313/us-us-india-trade/?utm_hp_ref=politics&ir=politics
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-wires/20130313/us-us-india-trade/?utm_hp_ref=politics&ir=politics
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-wires/20130313/us-us-india-trade/?utm_hp_ref=politics&ir=politics
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/indiamyanmar-naval-diplomacy/1086362/0
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/indiamyanmar-naval-diplomacy/1086362/0
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/indiamyanmar-naval-diplomacy/1086362/0
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INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS 
 

Lee Kuan Yew’s 
China 
 
(Graham Allison, Robert D. 
Blackwill & Ali Wyne, Straits Times, 
26 February, 2013) 
 
Singapore’s founding father Lee Kuan 
Yew sees the twenty-first century as a 
“contest for supremacy in the Pacific” 
between the US and China. He hopes 
for a new understanding where the 
two countries, when they cannot 
cooperate, “will coexist and allow 
countries in the Pacific to grow and 
thrive.” 
 
Lee believes that China will try to 
avoid a military confrontation with the 
US and rather strive to overtake it in 
the development and application of 
technology. He predicts China, with 
its vast market and growing 
purchasing power, to be the “the top 
importer and exporter of all East 
Asian countries” within two decades. 
In the three and a half decades since 
China embarked on its market 
reforms, it has risen more rapidly 
along more dimensions of power than 
any other country in history. Although 
China may not be in a hurry to 
displace the US regionally, it is seen 
by Lee as an overpowering force. 
However, Lee is worried about the 
next generation of Chinese leaders 
who unlike the current generation, 
have no experience of China’s 
tumultuous past and thus think that 
they have arrived.  
 
Lee thinks that if the US “attempts to 
humiliate China...it will assure itself 
an enemy.” He concludes that peace 
and security in the Asia- Pacific will 
depend on whether China emerges as 
a chauvinistic force, hostile to the 
West or as a more cosmopolitan and 
outward looking country. 
 
http://www.straitstimes.com/microsite
s/global-perspectives/asia-

watch/story/lee-kuan-
yew%E2%80%99s-china-20130226 
Date Accessed: 10.03.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 

SOUTH ASIA 
 
 

India: Friend or 
Foe? - A Sri 
Lankan Perspective 
 
(Daily Mirror, 12 March, 2013) 
 
The writer urges Rajapaksa regime to 
reflect on the importance of having 
friendly ties with India, in the context 
of attacks on Sri Lankans in Tamil 
Nadu and continuing poaching by 
Indian fishermen in Sri Lankan 
territorial waters. 
 
According to the writer, while India is 
known to have openly supported the 
North-Eastern insurrection by the 
LTTE, things took a turn after Rajiv 
Gandhi’s assassination. India is known 
to have provided political and even 
military support to Sri Lanka until the 
LTTE was eliminated in May 2009. 
Yet, the ties with India are 
deteriorating for mainly two reasons:- 
firstly, the failure by the Rajapaksa 
regime to find a political solution to 
the ethnic crisis and secondly, Sri 
Lanka’s strategic partnership with 
China. India is now working closely 
with the US which obviously wants 
India to become the regional 
superpower and counter China’s 
growing influence in the Asian region. 
Meanwhile China is also trying to be 
Asia’s superpower. The Rajapaksa 
regime has signed multi-million dollar 
agreement after agreement with China. 
The big loans taken at commercial 
interest rates has resulted in every Sri 
Lankan being Rs.400,000 in debt. 
Adding to the crisis, the close ties with 
China have clearly disturbed India and 
there is mounting pressure exerted by 
Tamil Nadu to act against Sri Lanka. 
 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/opinion/172
-opinion/26524-friend-or-foe-
editorial.html 

Date Accessed: 13.03.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 
 

       China Oil 
 
(C. Raja Mohan, The Indian 
Express, 6 March, 2013) 
  
“In what could turn out to be a 
tectonic shift in global energy 
markets, China has overtaken the 
United States as the world's largest 
importer of oil.” The data provided on 
world petroleum trade in December 
2012 states that, “China's net oil 
imports surged to 6.12 million barrels 
per day (Mbd) while America's net 
imports declined to 5.98 Mbd, the 
lowest figure since 1992.” With the 
increasing domestic oil production in 
the U.S. the country is set to reduce its 
overall dependence on energy imports 
from the OPEC countries. “The use of 
new technologies-most notably 
hydraulic fracturing or fracking, and 
horizontal drilling-have opened up 
massive hydrocarbon resources in 
America.” “According to the 
International Energy Agency's latest 
report, America will overtake Saudi 
Arabia as the leading oil producer by 
about 2017 and will become a net oil 
exporter by 2030.” Interestingly, the 
report points out that since President 
Obama took office; one of his 
strategies has been on increasing safe, 
“responsible oil production in the US, 
Obama has freed millions of new 
acres for oil and gas exploration.” 
  
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/c
hina-oil/1083527/0 
(Date Accessed: 13.03.2013) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 

Dragons in a 
Bathtub: Chinese 
Nuclear 
Submarines and the 
South China Sea 
 
(Iskander Rehman, Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, 
9 March, 2013) 

http://www.straitstimes.com/microsites/global-perspectives/asia-watch/story/lee-kuan-yew%E2%80%99s-china-20130226
http://www.straitstimes.com/microsites/global-perspectives/asia-watch/story/lee-kuan-yew%E2%80%99s-china-20130226
http://www.straitstimes.com/microsites/global-perspectives/asia-watch/story/lee-kuan-yew%E2%80%99s-china-20130226
http://www.straitstimes.com/microsites/global-perspectives/asia-watch/story/lee-kuan-yew%E2%80%99s-china-20130226
http://www.dailymirror.lk/opinion/172-opinion/26524-friend-or-foe-editorial.html
http://www.dailymirror.lk/opinion/172-opinion/26524-friend-or-foe-editorial.html
http://www.dailymirror.lk/opinion/172-opinion/26524-friend-or-foe-editorial.html
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/china-oil/1083527/0
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/china-oil/1083527/0
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The increasing dominance of the 
Chinese in the South-China Sea has 
caused a series of tensions and 
misunderstandings despite the U.S. 
trying to improve relations with 
China. “When attempting to explain 
this upsurge in Chinese pugnacity, 
analysts have pointed to the rising 
power's selective interpretation of the 
law of the sea and growing 
unwillingness to compromise over 
what it calls its “blue national soil”, 
particularly when confronted with an 
increasingly intransigent domestic 
populace. Others have pointed to the 
more immediately tangible benefits to 
be derived from the presence of 
numerous offshore oil and gas 
deposits within contested waters.” The 
South China Sea is not only the 
world’s busiest trade thoroughfares, 
but also “happens to be the roaming 
pen of China’s emerging ballistic 
missile submarine fleet, which is 
stationed at Sanya, on the tropical 
Island of Hainan.” “Chinese strategists 
fear that Beijing’s growing navy could 
be ensnared within the first island 
chain-a region which they describe as 
stretching from Japan all the way to 
the Indonesian archipelago.  Applying 
this maritime siege mentality to naval 
planning; they fret that the US Navy 
could locate and neutralize their 
fledgling undersea deterrent in the 
very first phases of conflict, before it 
even manages to slip through the 
chinks of first island chain.” 
  
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/2
013/03/09/dragon-in-bathtub-chinese-
nuclear-submarines-and-south-china-
sea/fpjl 
(Date Accessed: 14.03.2013) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bangladesh Gets 
Rights Over Sea 
 
( Khurshed Alam, The Daily Star, 14 

March 2013) 
     
  
The longstanding maritime dispute 
between Bangladesh and Myanmar 
came to an end after the International 
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea gave 
Bangladesh undisputed rights over an 
area over 1,11,000 sq km of sea areas. 
The verdict has given Bangladesh ‘the 
right to explore, exploit, conserve, and 
manage living and non-living 
resources of water column, seabed and 
sub-sea strata and economic activities, 
such as the production of energy from 
water, currents and winds within 
200nm of EEZ.” The verdict also 
gives Dhaka “exclusive right to 
construct and establish artificial 
islands, installations and structures 
anywhere within the EEZ and areas 
beyond 200nm.” 
“These developments could also help 
Bangladesh achieve equitable solution 
in the maritime dispute with India, 
which concerns the western side of the 
Bay of Bengal. India has always 
insisted on the method of equidistance 
instead of equitable solution in 
demarcating the maritime boundary 
with all of its neighbours. The verdict 
on the dispute with India is expected 
to be handed down by 2014.” 
 
http://www.thedailystar.net/beta2/new
s/exercising-our-rights/ 
(Date accessed 14.03.2013) 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
 

Pakistan’s 
Opposition Has Its 
Say in Amended 
Terror Law 
 
(Raja Asghar, The Dawn, 14 March, 

2013) 
Pakistan’s Law and Justice Minister 
Farooq H. Naek, “ accepted about 15 
amendments, including the omission 
of a couple of clauses, mostly coming 
from the opposition in the hope of a 

smooth sailing for what was originally 
a 25-clause Anti-Terrorism (Second 
Amendment) Bill, 2013 aimed to 
make perpetrators of various acts 
punishable under the Anti-Terrorism 
Act of 1997.” 
The law minister noted that “the bill 
under discussion was no more 
controversial after he had accepted all 
opposition amendments, which sought 
to make the bill more effective while 
also addressing some fundamental 
concerns such as right to a fair trial 
and powers of superior courts to grant 
bail.” 
He also stated the bill had been 
pending for about two years in the 
Senate and to become law, the bill 
must be passed by the Senate before 
the National Assembly stands 
automatically dissolved at the end of 
its term on March 16. 
However significance of the various 
amendments made to the bill, that 
amended another parent law, became 
very hard to grasp as it came with 
such rapidity and amid confusion. 
 
http://dawn.com/2013/03/14/oppositio
n-has-its-say-in-amended-terror-law/ 
(Date accessed 14.03.2013) 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
 
 

EAST AND 
SOUTH EAST 
ASIA 

First of its Kinds: 
Japan Uses Seabed 
Extraction to 
Explore Methane as 
a Source of Energy 
(The Japan Times) 
The Ministry of Economy, Trade and 
Industry, Japan has reported that for 
the first time anywhere in the world, 
“Japan has extracted natural gas from 
methane hydrate, considered a next-
generation energy source, in the 
Pacific seabed off Aichi Prefecture.” It 
has done this through a new method 
called the ‘seabed gas’ extraction, 
which could unlock vast stores of 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-blue-national-soil-of-chinas-navy/2011/03/18/AB5AxAs_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-blue-national-soil-of-chinas-navy/2011/03/18/AB5AxAs_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-blue-national-soil-of-chinas-navy/2011/03/18/AB5AxAs_story.html
http://thediplomat.com/2012/02/04/beijings-south-china-sea-gamble/
http://thediplomat.com/2012/02/04/beijings-south-china-sea-gamble/
http://www.fas.org/blog/ssp/2008/04/new-chinese-ssbn-deploys-to-hainan-island-naval-base.php
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/2013/03/09/dragon-in-bathtub-chinese-nuclear-submarines-and-south-china-sea/fpjl
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/2013/03/09/dragon-in-bathtub-chinese-nuclear-submarines-and-south-china-sea/fpjl
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/2013/03/09/dragon-in-bathtub-chinese-nuclear-submarines-and-south-china-sea/fpjl
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/2013/03/09/dragon-in-bathtub-chinese-nuclear-submarines-and-south-china-sea/fpjl
http://www.thedailystar.net/beta2/news/exercising-our-rights/
http://www.thedailystar.net/beta2/news/exercising-our-rights/
http://dawn.com/author/dawnrajaasghar/
http://dawn.com/2013/03/14/opposition-has-its-say-in-amended-terror-law/
http://dawn.com/2013/03/14/opposition-has-its-say-in-amended-terror-law/
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methane. The Japanese Government 
hopes to use methane as a commercial 
source of energy as “methane hydrate 
holds large amounts of combustible 
methane. When 1 cu. meter of 
methane hydrate decomposes, it 
releases about 160 cu. meters of gas 
that can be burned to generate power.” 
 
“Large concentrations of methane 
hydrate are believed to exist under the 
seabed around Japan.” The 
government has responded to these 
new findings and gas extraction 
operations by setting aside funds 
under the “fiscal 2013 budget to cover 
the costs of investigating how much 
methane hydrate might lie offshore. 
Regional governments near locations 
where the material has been 
discovered are also beginning to 
coordinate their policies to help 
promote development of the new 
energy source.” 
 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/201
3/03/13/business/seabed-gas-
extraction-first-of-its-kind-
meti/#at_pco=cfd-1.0 
Date accessed: 13.03.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
  
 

MIDDLE-EAST 

 
Freedom and Bread 
Go Together 
 
(Marwan Mausher, Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, 
1 March, 2013) 
  
The article talks about the dire 
economic challenges in the Arab 
countries and the steps that should be 
taken to tackle unemployment and 
encourage foreign direct investment 
and foster economic growth. The 
economic situation in Egypt and 
Jordan had been staggering since the 
past two decades and the two 
countries “have undertaken serious 
economic reform efforts” and signed 
various agreements with the IMF and 
the WTO. Egypt and Jordan signed 
free trade agreements with the United 

States in 2000 and partnership 
agreements with the European Union 
after which the economy developed 
until the economic crisis in 2008.” 
Until the uprisings began in 2011, 
Arab leaders argued that economic 
reform must precede political 
reform—the so-called bread before 
freedom approach.” But this approach 
failed to yield any inclusive growth 
and address corruption because the 
economic developments were not 
accompanied by “a political system of 
checks and balances.” 
The article has highlights reforms that 
will help bring about an economic 
reform. Firstly, political reform is 
crucial for an economy to function 
because economic solutions are not 
enough to meet the economic 
challenges. “Arab voters now expect 
economic policy that includes 
consultation with the people it affects 
and that is closely monitored by 
strong, elected, and accountable 
parliaments.”- Secondly, “growth 
policies must be more inclusive.” 
Meeting immediate economic 
demands of job creation, better wages 
and social justice after the revolution 
in Egypt, Libya, and Tunisia demand a 
new approach to economic 
development. The implementation of 
these reforms should be structured in a 
manner that “governments should 
make critical investments in better 
health and education services for the 
majority of their citizens.” Thirdly, 
“Economic reform plans must be 
prepare with society’s input.” 
Fourthly, the reform plans must “be 
measurable and point to a final goal” 
and lastly, “communication must be a 
key political tool” to build on the 
effective modern communication for 
Arab economic reform policies. The 
reforms must be organized in 
consultation with the parliaments and 
civil society with an objective clearly 
communicated to the leaders. “For 
economic programs to succeed they 
must also encompass political 
elements. The programs must be 
measurable, broad based, and 
inclusive—and presented as part of a 
public plan with the engagement of 
civil society. Reform initiatives cannot 
be dictated from the top; they must be 
agreed to by elected governments. 

Finally, they must build on an 
understanding of the links between all 
aspects of a program. This is the only 
way to develop and implement a 
comprehensive approach that 
addresses the multifaceted political 
and economic elements 
simultaneously, with clear and 
achievable objectives.”- 
  
http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/03
/01/freedom-and-bread-go-
together/fn1i 
(Date Accessed: 13.03.2013) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 
 

EUROPE 
 
 

Constitutional 
Reforms: Hungary 
Steps away from 
European 
Democracy 
 
(Keno Verseck, Spiegel, 11 March, 
2013) 
 
Hungary has attracted strong domestic 
and global criticism for a series of 
constitutional reforms which allow it 
to move away from European 
democracy and towards an 
“authoritarian rule.” The constitutional 
amendments “weaken Hungary’s 
constitutional court, the last defender 
of the country’s constitutional state, 
and they limit the independence of the 
entire judiciary branch.” 
 
It severely limits the power of the 
constitutional court “to review the 
constitution or amendments to it based 
only on formal procedural aspects, not 
on their actual content. Additionally, 
all the court's decisions prior to the 
date when the country's new 
constitution came into force in 2012 
are to be invalidated, essentially 
eliminating precedence.” 
 
The reforms have placed limits on 
freedom of expression by requiring 

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/03/13/business/seabed-gas-extraction-first-of-its-kind-meti/%23at_pco=cfd-1.0
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/03/13/business/seabed-gas-extraction-first-of-its-kind-meti/%23at_pco=cfd-1.0
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/03/13/business/seabed-gas-extraction-first-of-its-kind-meti/%23at_pco=cfd-1.0
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/03/13/business/seabed-gas-extraction-first-of-its-kind-meti/%23at_pco=cfd-1.0
http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/03/01/freedom-and-bread-go-together/fn1i
http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/03/01/freedom-and-bread-go-together/fn1i
http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/03/01/freedom-and-bread-go-together/fn1i
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students “to stay and work in Hungary 
for a certain time after finishing a 
university degree, or else pay tuition 
fees -- a measure meant to curb the 
emigration of highly-educated workers 
and academics.” 
 
The reforms also write into the 
constitution certain laws that had 
previously been overturned and 
deemed unconstitutional by the high 
court. “These include a ban on the 
homeless from loitering in public 
spaces, and allowance of the state to 
prosecute them for violations; a ban 
on electoral campaign advertising in 
private media; and an exclusion of 
unmarried, childless or same-sex 
couples in the official definition of 
family.” 
 
According to the article, “László 
Kövér, president of Hungarian 
parliament and one of the most 
influential men in the country, was a 
primary mover behind these 
amendments.” The article states that, 
“a country at the center of the 
European Union is moving away from 
the principles of freedom, democracy 
and the rule of law.” 
 
http://www.spiegel.de/international/eu
rope/hungary-constitutional-reforms-
signal-drift-away-from-democracy-a-
888064.html 
Date accessed: 13.03.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
 

 
Study: Majority of 
British Children 
will soon be 
Growing up in 
Families Struggling 
'Below the 
Breadline' 
 
(Nigel Morris, The Independent, 13 
March, 2013) 
 
According to a study, “majority of 
British children will soon be growing 

up in families which are struggling 
“below the breadline” because of 
welfare cuts, tax rises and wage 
freezes. Within two years, almost 7.1 
million of the nation’s 13 million 
youngsters will be in homes with 
incomes judged to be less than the 
minimum necessary for a decent 
standard of living.” The definitions of 
acceptable living standards are drawn 
up by the respected charity, the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation. 
The TUC, which commissioned the 
research by the economist Howard 
Reed concluded that 90 per cent of 
British families will be worse off in 
2015 than in 2010. This is because “by 
2015, a lone parent with one child is 
calculated to require an annual income 
of £19,226 to have a decent standard 
of living, rising to £23,992 for a lone 
parent with two children, £24,643 for 
a couple with one child and £29,093 if 
they have two children.” 
 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/u
k/politics/majority-of-british-children-
will-soon-be-growing-up-in-families-
struggling-below-the-breadline-
government-warned-8531584.html 
Date accessed: 13.03.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
  
 

AMERICAS 

Cyber Attacks 
Biggest Threat to 
US Security 
 (Zhang Yunbi, China Daily, 13 
March 2013) 
 
Director of National intelligence 
United States, James Clapper, in an 
annual assessment report stated that 
“cyber attacks and cyber espionage 
have replaced terrorism as top threat 
facing the US.”  He also noted that 
“China and Russia are two of the most 
advanced cyberactors but are unlikely 
to launch an attack. The threat of a 
digital assault that could cripple a 
regional power network is genuine but 
remains a remote possibility.” 

Analysts noted that “Clappers remarks 
came in tandem with US allegations 
that China is a major source of cyber 
attacks, adding that Washington’s 
increasing attention to internet 
security is more than political 
posturing.” 
On the other hand professors at China 
Foreign Affairs University have 
commented that Washington’s 
consistent emphasis and agenda on 
cyber security is also trying to exert 
more influence on China and call on 
China for more so- called 
transparency.”  However Yuan Peng, 
an expert on US studies at the China 
Institute of Contemporary 
International Relations, said that both 
countries can seek greater cooperation 
on several issues, including 
cyberspace. Meanwhile, US President 
Barack Obama has discussed efforts to 
address the cyber threat. 
                                                                                                                
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2
01303/13/content_16306754.htm 
(Date accessed 13.03.2013) 

(Junty Sharma Pathak)
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SECTION 5:  BOOKS AND OPINIONS 

BOOKS 

The Devil’s Milk: A 
Social History of 
Rubber 
By John Tully 
 
This book documents the experience 
of rubber cultivation in many 
countries and several continents, and 
presents in a capitalist backdrop- 
“seemingly endless exploitation, 
conquest, slavery, and war.” John 
Tully highlights that rubber 
production has always been a site of 
struggle, and that the oppressed have 
never accepted their condition without 
a fight. “With the skill of a master 
historian and the elegance of a 
novelist, he presents the story of 
multiple lives of rubber,” a 
commodity which has played a crucial 
role in shaping the modern world. 
 
http://monthlyreview.org/press/books/
pb2310/ 
Date accessed: 13.03.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
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