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Cover Story 
 
Water In India: 
Situation and 
Prospects 
  
INTRODCTION 

India houses 16 per cent of the 
world's population as compared to 
only 4 per cent of its water 
resources. 45 percent of India's 
children are stunted and 600,000 
children under five years of age die 
each year largely because of 
inadequate water supply and poor 
sanitation. In such a scenario, 
UNICEF has come up with a report on 
Water in India: Situation and 
Prospects (2013) with the aim to 
contribute to efforts by the 
Government of India and partners to 
manage water resources more 
effectively during implementation of 
the Twelfth Five Year Plan.  

Water as a Human Right 
In the recent discourse on the ‘right to 
water’ the dominant view has been 
that “adequate access to safe water as 
a basic individual need should be 
treated at par with other human rights, 
all of which form an integral part of 
the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights.” Endorsing this approach, the 
United Nations General Assembly in 
2012 adopted a resolution recognising 
access to clean water and sanitation as 
human rights and India was one of the 
122 countries which voted in favour. 
 

Water Crisis in India: Present 
Scenario 

The total utilisable water in India is in 
fact higher than the current usage of 
water. However, because of the spatial 
variation in distribution of water, 71 
per cent of India's water resources are 
available to only 36 per cent of the 
area. The current levels of service 
provision in many locations do not 
meet the minimum rights, and the 
monitoring of water supply is done in 
terms of coverage and not end use. 

The situation is expected to worsen as 
various estimates point to a widening 
gap between water demand and supply 
in the future. The following map 
shows that, if water supply in India 
does not increase, there will be a 
‘severe’ gap between supply and 
demand of water in majority of the 
country by 2030.  

Another reason for water crisis is the 
increase in population which has 
resulted in a reduction in per capita 
average water availability in the 
country. The national per capita water 
resource availability has declined 
considerably over the years and of 
particular concern is the disparity in 
water footprints of the rich and the 
poor.  

Rural Scenario vs Urban Scenario 

While the total coverage figures are 
satisfactory, the coverage with respect 
to household connections is a matter 
of concern. Further, a comparative 
analysis of the improved drinking 
water coverage over eight years 
(2000-08) reveals that in urban areas 

the coverage in terms of household 
connections has actually declined.  

 

 

 
 
 

 
A water balance study of municipal 
water supply conducted in the four 
cities of Madhya Pradesh (UN-
HABITAT 2006) suggests that while 
the available water supplies is high, 
the availability at the consumption 
end remains low, due to substantial 
nonrevenue water which is estimated 
to range among cities between 28-45 
per cent.   
 
Thus the urban water supply is mostly 
inefficient in distributing water and to 
tackle the adverse affects of unplanned 
and haphazard urbanization and 
industrialisation the report 
recommends 
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• Water audit in industry and 

urban areas 
• Social and technical audits of 

water supply 
 

Water and Equity 
 
According to the National Sample 
Survey (NSS) 65th round report, in 
rural areas, tap as a major source of 
drinking water was the lowest 
among Scheduled Tribe (ST) 
households (19 per cent). Likewise, 
in urban areas, the proportion of 
households who depended on 'tap' was 
lowest among ST households (69 per 
cent).  In both rural and urban 
areas, the highest proportion of 
Scheduled Caste (SC) households 
had no latrine facility (76 per cent 
and 23 per cent respectively).  

 
Given these social realities of India, 
the report argues “that redefinition of 
needs has to become part of public 
debate, including how much water 
should be given free, how much 
should be at an affordable price, and 
to whom should this subsidy go?” 

Understanding that there are social 
differences within communities, water 
is also a social factor and its access is 
socially constructed. Therefore overall 
water coverage data does not give an 
understanding of who is accessing and 
who is not. Further disaggregation of 
data at household and 
caste\community level will be a better 
indicator of individual's water access. 
Also delinking water from land tenure 
may be the first step towards looking 
at water from a much more equitable 
lens. 

FACTORS CONTRIBUTING TO 
WATER CRISIS 

i) Contamination 

According to estimates, uncontrolled 
discharge of domestic/municipal 
wastewater has resulted in 
contamination of 75 per cent of all 
surface water across India (Ministry 
of Urban Development, 2009).  

a) Microbial Contamination:  
638 million people in India still 
defecate in the open and 67 per 
cent of Indian households do 
not treat their drinking water. 
Likewise, in urban areas water 
supply pipelines and open 
drainage channels running side by 
side put the safety of drinking 
water at stake. The Central 
Pollution Control Board's analysis 
of water quality monitoring 
results from 1995 to 2009 
indicates microbial contamination 
as the predominant form of 
pollution in surface water bodies 
in India (CPCB, 2009d). 
 

b) Industrial pollution: 
 Although the industrial sector 
accounts for only 2 per cent of the 
annual water withdrawals in 
India, its contribution to water 
pollution, particularly in urban 
areas, is considerable. According 
to a recent Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB) study, 43 
out of 88 industrial clusters in 
India are 'critically polluted' 
while three are 'severely polluted' 
with respect to one or more 
environmental components 
(CPCB, 2009b) 

 
c) Agricultural pollution  

According to MoEF (2009), the 
agricultural sector has a 
predominant impact on water 
quality. Due to heavy subsidies on 
chemical pesticides and fertilisers, 
there are no incentives for farmers 
to limit their overuse, and, as a 
result, per hectare consumption of 
fertilisers has increased from 69.8 
kg in 1991-92 to 113.3 kg in 
2006-7. About 13 per cent of 
drinking water in rural areas 
contains chemical contaminants 
including fertilizers run-off, 

mainly urea and its decomposition 
products (Planning Commission, 
2011). 

 
 

A recent report of the Controller 
and Auditor General (CAG) of 
India for the year 2011 contains 
the results of the Performance 
Audit of Water Pollution in India. 
According to it, there is a paucity 
of networks for tracking pollution 
of rivers, lakes and groundwater, 
as there are inadequate 
monitoring stations and therefore 
no real-time monitoring of water 
quality is taking place and the 
data on water quality had not been 
disseminated adequately. Further, 
the report states that the inventory 
of water sources has not been 
prepared and the overall status of 
the quality of water in rivers, 
lakes and groundwater has not 
been adequately assessed in India. 

 
ii) Unsustainable Exploitation of 

Groundwater 

Approximately 60 per cent of the 
demand from agriculture and 
irrigation, and about 80 per cent of 
the domestic water demand, is met 
through groundwater. Nearly 90 per 
cent of the rural water supply is 
from groundwater sources. This 
unsustainable level of exploitation has 
put the groundwater resources at great 
peril, lowering the groundwater table 
in many areas and causing saline 
water intrusion in various parts of the 
country. A growing demand for water 
coupled with unreliable public supply 
schemes has led to a growing 
dependence on the groundwater 
sources in the country whereby it is 
being extracted not only through the 
municipal water utilities but also by 
private owners through borewells and 
pumps.  

iii) Natural Disasters and poor 
organisational system 

 About 60 per cent of India's landmass 
is prone to earthquakes of various 
intensities; over 12 per cent is prone to 
floods; about 8 per cent to cyclones; 
and 68 per cent to drought (2004). The 
economic and humanitarian impact of 
such disasters is escalating due to the 
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lack of appropriate organisational 
systems, inappropriate land 
management, pressure of increasing 
population, and settlements in high-
risk areas, particularly by poor people  

In the state of Maharashtra, a single 
drought (2003) and flood (2005) 
absorbed more of the budget (Rs 
175 billion) than the entire planned 
expenditure (Rs 152 billion) on 
irrigation, agriculture and rural 
development during 2002-7 (World 
Bank, 2008). 

IMPACTS OF THE CURRENT 
WATER CRISIS 

Health Impact  

• Water and sanitation 
related diseases are 
responsible for 60 per cent 
of the environmental health 
burden in India (Planning 
Commission, 2008). 

• Unsafe water and poor 
sanitation contributed 7.5 
per cent of total deaths.  

• One third of all deaths of all 
children under five years of 
age in India are due to 
diarrhoea and pneumonia.  

Economic Impact  

A recent study conducted by the 
Water and Sanitation Programme 
(WSP) estimates that inadequate 

sanitation causes India 'considerable 
economic losses' each year equivalent 
to 6.4 per cent of India's GDP in 2006, 
that is, US$53.8 billion (WSP, 2010).  

The total economic loss due to 
inadequate sanitation in 2006 was 
equivalent to state income of Tamil 
Nadu. 

 
 

 
 

Figure 2: Economic Impact of 
Inadequate Sanitation in India: 
Comparison with some Economic 
Indicators 
 
 
 

STAKEHOLDERS' 
INVOLVEMENT 
 
The report also highlights the present 
and potential role of various 
stakeholders in the process of  
onceptualisation to actual 
implementation and maintenance of 
water projects 
 
Role of the State and Water 
Governance in Transition 
 
The report reviews the current 
institutional set-up to manage water in 
India which exists at two levels—
central government and state 
governments. The designated apex 
body for the overall development and 
conservation of water resource 
management is the Ministry of Water 
Resources (MoWR), at the centre, but 
administratively the control and 
responsibility for management of 
water lies with the states since water is 
a state subject. Under the National 
Water Policy” (NWP), which was 
adopted in 1987 and revised in 2002, 
all the states governments are required 
to formulate their own state water 
policies within the ambit of NWP. 

The report highlights the transition in 
‘water governance’ that has taken 
place over the years and is still an 
ongoing process.  “Currently, 
structural changes are underway in 

how water is governed and managed 
in India in order to deal more 
effectively with emerging challenges.  
There is sustained pressure from 
various quarters of society to 
transform the role of the government 
from service provider to facilitator so 
it can provide the requisite level of 
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financial and policy support to 
communities and community-based 
institutions, thus fulfilling services at 
desired levels on a sustainable and 
equitable basis. 
Today one of the biggest challenges 
for India lies in devising a “sensible 
mix of decentralised responsibilities 
and authority to local institutions and 
also providing large-scale investment 
to redirect the surplus water to water 
deficit areas.” 
Though there have been attempts at 
reforms, “all these have been taken on 
a pilot basis and their suitability in the 
Indian context is still under debate.” 
 
The advent of the Independent 
Regulatory Authorities or IRAs at 
the state level are new mechanisms 
which are expected to usher in 
sweeping fundamental and 
comprehensive changes in governance 
in this sector. 
 
Rao and Badiger (2010) analysed the 
organisational set-up and functioning 
of the IRA, which is focused on five 
prime areas of governance: 
 
1. Tariffs 
2. Distribution through entitlements 

and allotment 
3. Resource planning 
4. Private sector participation 
5. Public participation. 
 
According to Wagle and Warghade 
(2010) IRA laws do not guarantee 
transparency as decision making tends 
to remain with the institutions which 
are inaccessible to the public. Also, 
there is no process through which 
decision makers can be held 
accountable following their disregard 
for public views and suggestions, if at 
all, in their final decisions. 
 
Accountability and transparency 
assume greater significance, especially 
in the backdrop of growing perception 
that the state is largely biased in 
favour of the rich classes and the 
industries.  
 
 
Role of Public Private Partnership 
 
The report also tries to explore the 
prospects and challenges of Public- 

Private Partnership in water 
management. 
There have been several new 
developments in the privatisation of 
water during the past 10-15 years.  
In the year 1991, “GoI announced a 
policy of opening up the power sector 
to private players and the process of 
privatisation of irrigation is in its 
initial stages. On the other side, 
privatisation of water supply, 
especially industrial water supply, is 
now a reality.” 
  
Many believe that “the government 
has slowly initiated the process of 
distancing itself from the 
responsibilities for which it was 
accountable in the past, and is instead 
relying heavily on the private sector to 
deliver the service. This is because the 
service delivery levels of the 
government have been inadequate, due 
to low recovery and operational 
inefficiency levels when compared to 
the production costs.” Scholars like K. 
J. Joy take “a mid view of arguing that 
water is both social as well as an 
economic good and argue not for a 
withdrawal of the state but for a 
change in its role.”   
“Some of the few success stories of 
the PPP model are the 24X7 water 
supply schemes of Karnataka and the 
waste water treatment plant at Sonia 
Vihar in New Delhi. But on the flip 
side, PPP projects have also ignored 
most of the principles of good 
governance, viz. public participation 
and consultation, transparency, 
accountability, and efficiency.” As a 
result, “concerns and questions have 
been raised about PPP projects in the 
water sector and their ability to deliver 
services without interfering with the 
idea of human right to water.” 
 
Further, the water privatisation agenda 
in the PPP model needs better scrutiny 
from the water pricing perspective.  
The provision of water is a service that 
serves both functions, a basic service 
aimed at livelihood needs, and also an 
economic service for conspicuous 
consumption or surplus generation. 
Both of these functions place 
contradictory demands on how the 
service should be provided and at 
what charge. 
 

Role of the Market 
 
The report characterizes the role of the 
market as a “profit-making entity that 
diverts water for those who can pay 
more (for example, industry) and for 
urban consumption. A good privatised 
model that combines the efficiency 
and equity principle for water supply 
is lacking in India. 
The report stresses that “under a tight 
and well defined regulatory body, the 
market can play a role in water 
treatment, recycling, distribution and 
management, especially for water 
supply in urban locations. The private 
sector can also invest in research and 
development of appropriate 
technology for today's water 
problems.” 
The report’s main concern is that 
market should not be allowed to 
determine access and control of water 
resources. In this context it’s 
important to understand the 
relationship between investments in 
water and its control by a private 
entity. 
 
Role of the Community 
 
In many parts of India, water access is 
defined by one's class and caste 
position in the community and 
discrimination around water access 
and control has been reported from 
many locations 
However, wherever a community is 
more coherent (for example, in tribal 
areas and north-eastern India), they 
can organise themselves to assert 
customary rights for water 
management policies. 
The report argues that “in the wake of 
corporatisation of water, especially in 
peri-urban locations, communities 
have a much stronger role to play in 
protecting their water bodies from, 
indiscriminate pollution and diversion 
of water resources for individual 
profit-making processes. 
The community also has to value and 
get involved in ownership and 
management (O&M) of water sources 
and stop open defecation through 
behavioural change. 
Gradually “responsibilities for service 
delivery have been shifting to urban 
local bodies and panchayati raj 
institutions. However, most of the 
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time, these local bodies are unable to 
manage due to paucity of manpower 
and lack of awareness and 
understanding of planning a water 
resource development and 
management activity. In most states, 
institutions created for water 
management at the community level 
are not accountable and therefore do 
not have any legal identity. They also 
lack capacity in merging multiple 
programmes and schemes.” 
New models for community's self-
regulation should be explored in an 
overall framework of people-centred 
development with more political and 
financial powers for the community to 
implement water-related projects. 
 
Role of Civil Society 
 
 The report also throws some light on 
the role of the civil society (including 
non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs), media, academicians, and 
researchers) which can help in 
building capacity of local 
communities, creating political will 
and helping articulate the demands 
and interests from different social 
groups, especially discriminated 
groups for asserting their right over 
water. 
 
Pressures and Drivers  
The report identifies 5 factors and 
analyses how these factors or 
developments affect the quantity and 
quality of water resource and to what 
extent. These are called ‘pressures and 
drivers’.  

Climate Variability 
Climate variability means reduced or 
sudden increase in water which in turn 
holds significant implications for 
access and availability of water. One 
manifestation of this is the localised 
droughts in various pockets of the 
country which are “changing the way 
water was traditionally managed.” 
The report points out that “climate 
variability combined with the present 
mismanagement of water creates 
problems, which remain largely 
unreported. Given the alarming 
situation, the report recommends the 
following measures that the 
government can take: 
• Proper assessment of climate 

change impacts 
• District level planning for climate 

risk reduction 
• Climate change hotspot areas to 

be designated and treated in a 
special way to include climate 
change impacts. 

 
Governance Deficit 
 
According to the Report, “India has an 
enormous governance deficit when 
dealing with changing water scenarios. 
With the overlapping powers and 
responsibilities of central and state 
governments, the overall sustainable 
vision for water development, 
conservation and management remains 
missing. 
The report stresses on the following 
aspects of governance deficit: 
• the dire need for “convergence of 

laws and legislations and argues 

that there exist too many laws 
which in turn dilute the water 
issue 

• The synchronisation between 
departments/implementers and 
regulators is fragmented leading 
to each department doing things 
without much coordination with 
other departments, and sometime 
at cross purposes.” 

• The regulatory bodies have not 
been strict in controlling, for 
example, appropriation of water 
bodies, industrial pollution, etc 

• There is lack of data 
disaggregation and aggregation in 
important decision making by the 
body involved in water planning. 
Data is generated by different 
bodies and is sometimes 
contradictory in nature.  

 
Conflict Resolution 
 
Due to lack of an operational 
mechanism, conflicts around water are 
becoming the order of the day in 
India. Water conflicts are broadly 
classified into seven categories. These 
are conflicts over equitable access, 
competing uses, water quality and 
pollution, dams and displacements, 
privatisation of water, industrialization 
and inter-state conflicts.  
To address these issues there is a need 
to evolve general guidelines, 
procedures and institutions to 
determine and regulate water use in an 
equitable and sustainable manner with 
better conflict management 
mechanisms. 
 
Imparting New Vision of Water 
through Targeted Capacity Building 
Programmes 
 
A generic and longstanding problem 
in the area of education in water 
resource management in India is the 
disconnect between university 
education and professional 
requirements.  
There is a strongly pronounced 'silo' 
mentality, in which engineering and 
science education provides little or no 
exposure to the social sciences and 
humanities, although the professionals 
so created have to plan, design and 
implement technologies, projects and 
programmes that have enormous 
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social, environmental and political 
ramifications. The ingredient of this 
techno-centric education entails 
another fact, that education around 
water resources is gender and equity 
blind while claiming it as gender and 
equity neutral. There are very few 
courses that make students understand 
ground realities that expose them to 
the local context. Most education 
targets “sourcing” and “supply” of 
water without due consideration to 
“demand” and “resource 
characteristics” and social and 
environmental aspects. 
The complexity of existing water 
resource management demands 
integration and inter-disciplinarity of 
education and research. 
 
Apart from the issue of the changing 
paradigm for water education in India, 
there is a lack of coordinated and 
concerted efforts in training the in-
service engineers on the new vision of 
water management. There is a lack of 
training and understanding of social 
processes on the part of the engineer-
driven water supply bureaucracy that 
feels there is no need for involving 
people in their work. 
There is a pressing need to expose the 
water bureaucracy to social processes, 
and people to the technical processes, 
of water management. Both need to 
see 'the other side' and find a practical 
way to work together. 

 

Government Plans 
to Bring in Pension 
Universalisation 
(Elizabeth Roche, Kirthi V. Rao, 
Live Mint, 04 March 2013) 
  
The Ministry of Rural Development 
has indicated that it will accept the 
recommendations of a task force 
which has suggested universalisation 
of pensions. The task force was set up 
in October, 2012 to conduct a 
comprehensive review of the National 
Social Assistance Programme (NSAP) 
regarding several pension programmes 
of the government. “The proposals are 
expected to benefit about 80 million 
people by 2017 and cost the exchequer 
Rs.1,31,626 crore for 2012-17.” 

There will be a gradual 
universalisation of pensions due to 
financial constraints, says Mihir Shah, 
head of the task force. The first phase 
(2013-14) would include relaxing the 
age criterion for widows to receive 
pension from 40 years to 18 because 
young widows face serious problems. 
“In the case of old age pensions, the 
panel suggested it be indexed to 
inflation.” There is also a decision to 
provide assistance to persons with 
40% disability as opposed to the 
current 80%. However economists and 
activists such as Aruna Roy and Baba 
Adhav of Pension Parishad are not 
convinced that the government is 
committed to mobilising resources for 
this purpose because of the phased 
universalisation approach which has 
been proposed. 
 
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/7Uy
5sMhX553TSlcnUnCOtI/Govt-likely-
to-go-for-pension-
universalization.html 
Date Accessed: 06.03.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
  

Too Many Missing 
Children: Too Little 
Done 
(Haima Deshpande, Open, 05-11 
March, 2013) 
 
In India, a child goes missing every 
eight minutes. According to the 
National Crime Records Bureau 
(NCRB) records, forty per cent of 
these children are never found. 
Officially, there are 55,000 missing 
children in the country. On 8 August 
2012, in a Rajya Sabha statement, 
MoS for Home Affairs Jitendra Singh 
said that of the almost 60,000 children 
missing in 2011 (by NCRB records), 
more than 22,000 were yet to be 
found. But, NCRB data is highly 
unreliable. On one hand, states do not 
report many cases. For instance, in 
2011, Maharashtra, Odisha, Goa, 
Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand and 
Punjab did not report any missing 
children. On the other hand, many 
parents do not report the return of the 
missing children. 
A study done by the NGO Childline 
reveals that the yearly average of 

missing children is 44,475 and that 
Maharashtra has the worst scenario. 
2012 recorded a 43 per cent jump over 
the previous year in the number of 
children who went missing, some of 
which might be due to increased 
reporting and not increased missing. 
According to a report by the Social 
Statistics Division of the Union 
Government released in September 
2012, kidnapping is by far the highest 
recorded crime against children. 
Police sources estimate that there are 
about 815 gangs that run kidnapping 
rackets for prostitution and begging. 
Hence it should not be a surprise that 
India has been placed on the Human 
Trafficking Watchlist by the US 
Department of State’s Office to 
Monitor and Combat Trafficking in 
Persons. 
 
“Part of the problem is that the law on 
missing children in India is 
inadequate. In the absence of a legal 
definition of a ‘missing child’, each 
state follows its own rules. Also, lack 
of coordination between states makes 
it difficult to track such children,” says 
Vijay Vaidya, a social activist. These 
cases are also treated in a shoddy 
manner by the law enforcement 
authorities and are accorded low 
priority by the police. Though there is 
a Missing Persons Bureau at various 
police Commissionerates across the 
country, the personnel of this 
department are burdened with other 
investigations, relegating the primary 
work of this department to the 
backburner. The Supreme Court too 
has realised the gravity of the situation 
and censured the Centre and states on 
two occasions—most recently in 
January 2013—for not taking the issue 
of missing children seriously. 
 
http://www.openthemagazine.com/arti
cle/nation/india-s-missing-children 
Date Accessed: 06.03.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/7Uy5sMhX553TSlcnUnCOtI/Govt-likely-to-go-for-pension-universalization.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/7Uy5sMhX553TSlcnUnCOtI/Govt-likely-to-go-for-pension-universalization.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/7Uy5sMhX553TSlcnUnCOtI/Govt-likely-to-go-for-pension-universalization.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/7Uy5sMhX553TSlcnUnCOtI/Govt-likely-to-go-for-pension-universalization.html
http://www.openthemagazine.com/article/nation/india-s-missing-children
http://www.openthemagazine.com/article/nation/india-s-missing-children
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Need for India’s 
Defence Budget to 
Match Strategic 
Expectations 
(Neil Gadihoke, Postnoon, 05 
March, 2013) 
  
The national budget for the next 
financial year proposed a defence 
spending of Rs 2.03 trillion, barely 
1.79 percent of the country’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) which is a 
5.2 percent increase from last year. 
“The budget has been hardest hit, as 
the government scrambled to cut costs 
given the bleak economic growth of 
five percent — the lowest in a decade. 
The cut came also against the 
backdrop of a history of under-
utilisation of allocation by the defence 
ministry and the political hesitancy to 
conclude deals.” 
 
Figures show that the Defence 
Ministry suffered a budget cut of more 
than Rs. 140 billion last year much of 
which had been earmarked for 
purchasing new defence hardware. 
The allocation “is also the lowest in 
terms of percentage of the total annual 
government expenditure.” Despite the 
dismal allocation, The Defence 
Minister, A.K. Antony was optimistic 
citing the difficult economic situation 
both internal and international. 
 
There are two primary shortcomings 
of India’s defence sector. “The first 
entails a history of under-utilisation.” 
Second, despite checks and balances 
in the defence acquisition process, 
allegations of scams are burgeoning. 
There is also a further complication of 
political hesitancy in concluding 
defence deals. 
 
http://postnoon.com/2013/03/05/indias
-defence-budget-needs-to-match-
strategic-expectations/112342 
Date Accessed: 06.03.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
 
 

View Things 
Through a New 
Prism 
(Ramakrishnan TS, Hindustan 
Times, 5 March, 2013) 
 
The author argues that Indians have 
attached too much importance and 
emotion to the two indicators- HDI 
and GDP. “The notion of development 
must look beyond both State-centric 
GDP and people-centric HDI.” The 
author gives two examples for this 
argument. “Governance model has 
resulted in better infrastructure, 
uninterrupted electricity and higher 
GDP growth, but it has a poor HDI 
track record.” In contrast, the Kerala 
development model scored a high 0.79 
in HDI but it lags behind in the area of 
self-sustained economic development. 
The HDI gives one-third weightage 
each to the income, education and 
health index, measuring per capita 
income (or expenditure), average 
literacy and years of schooling, and 
life expectancy respectively but it fails 
to capture the benefits of the State’s 
capacity building. Similarly, high 
GDP growth does not always indicate 
the State’s ability to provide a better 
quality of life in terms of health and 
education for its people. 
 
Kerala’s high-income index primarily 
emanates from the repatriated earnings 
of its large migrant population (about 
36% in 2007), comprising about 20% 
of its Gross State Domestic Product 
(GSDP) in 2006-07. Kerala’s high 
health and education indices are the 
outcome of high purchasing power. 
Unlike Gujarat, which is more state 
development centric, Kerala’s model 
is more people - centric. Gujarat’s 
growth model is patterned on the 
income index (arising from self-
sustained physical infrastructure and 
industrialisation) driving the education 
and health indices. 
 
The author calls for the coining of a 
new index in which “the augmentation 
of social and physical infrastructure 
will be assigned an importance of 25% 
each. People-centric development that 
enables access to infrastructure 
facilities and meaningful economic 

opportunities should be assigned the 
remaining 50%.” 
 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/View
sSectionPage/Columns/View-things-
through-a-new-prism/Article1-
1021698.aspx 
Date accessed: 7.3.2012 
(Simi Sunny) 
 

Why Capping 
Diesel Subsidy is a 
Big Reform 
(ET Bureau, Economic Times, 7 
March, 2013) 
 
The author supports the idea of 
freezing diesel subsidies, stating that 
open-ended oil subsidies should end as 
the government needs to borrow more 
to fund them, and this pushes up the 
fiscal deficit — the difference between 
total government expenditure and total 
non-borrowed receipts. A high fiscal 
deficit fuels inflation, raises the trade 
deficit, causes a slide in the rupee and 
makes crude imports costlier. A cap 
on the subsidy will reduce the oil 
import bill and lower the current 
account deficit.  
 
The article aso suggests that the 
Government should take some 
additional steps for complete 
decontrol of diesel. Firstly it should 
provide a clear timeline. Secondly it 
should open market for independent 
players which will promote greater 
competition and strip off artificial 
layers of cost. Thirdly it should extend 
this principle to fertilizer subsidy as 
well.  “Decontrol of urea prices will 
end distortions in fertiliser use and 
raise farm productivity, encourage 
companies to augment capacity, 
reduce dependence on imports and 
lower the subsidy bill.” 
 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
opinion/editorial/why-capping-diesel-
subsidy-is-big-
reform/articleshow/18839081.cms 
Date accessed: 7.3.2013 
(Simi Sunny) 
 
 
 
 

http://postnoon.com/2013/03/05/indias-defence-budget-needs-to-match-strategic-expectations/112342
http://postnoon.com/2013/03/05/indias-defence-budget-needs-to-match-strategic-expectations/112342
http://postnoon.com/2013/03/05/indias-defence-budget-needs-to-match-strategic-expectations/112342
http://www.hindustantimes.com/ViewsSectionPage/Columns/View-things-through-a-new-prism/Article1-1021698.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/ViewsSectionPage/Columns/View-things-through-a-new-prism/Article1-1021698.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/ViewsSectionPage/Columns/View-things-through-a-new-prism/Article1-1021698.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/ViewsSectionPage/Columns/View-things-through-a-new-prism/Article1-1021698.aspx
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/editorial/why-capping-diesel-subsidy-is-big-reform/articleshow/18839081.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/editorial/why-capping-diesel-subsidy-is-big-reform/articleshow/18839081.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/editorial/why-capping-diesel-subsidy-is-big-reform/articleshow/18839081.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/editorial/why-capping-diesel-subsidy-is-big-reform/articleshow/18839081.cms
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DEVELOPMENT 
 

Indian 
Demographic 
Dividend Lacks 
Spark 
(Kunal Kumar Kundu, Asia Times, 
20 February 2013) 
  
The article discusses the prospects and 
challenges that confront India as it 
tries to reap the benefits of its 
demographic dividend.  Like most 
developing states, India will have “a 
relatively large working-age 
population (aged between 15 and 59 
years), as compared to its dependent 
population (aged 14 years or less and 
60 years or above) over the next few 
decades. 
 
In the paper, "The Demographic 
Dividend - A New Perspective on the 
Economic Consequences of 
Population Change", David Bloom, 
David Canning and Jaypee Sevilla 
argue that, "nations undergoing this 
transition have an opportunity to 
capitalize on the demographic 
dividend offered by the maturing of 
formerly young populations."  
In order to do this it becomes 
imperative for the state to provide 
adequate opportunities to the large 
number of young people who enter the 
work force every year. The author 
argues that if the economy is not 
geared adequately enough to absorb 
them at the rate desired, the desired 
dividend may well turn into a curse.  
 
According to India's Planning 
Commission, “the employment 
elasticity of growth in India in the last 
decade declined from 0.44 during the 
first half to an abysmal 0.01 during 
second half of the decade. It is in this 
context that the past decade has been 
considered as one of jobless growth 
for India.  If we assume that the 
average elasticity for the decade is 0.2, 
and India's workforce increases by 
roughly 2% every year, the economy 
has to grow by 10% to absorb all the 
new entrants.” 

  
As per the latest assessments by 
India's National Sample Survey 
organization (NSSO), “India's 
unemployment rate fell to 6.6% in 
2009-10, from 8.2% in 2004-05. 
While the unemployment number 
seems to be low, the fact is that, given 
the lack of viable employment 
opportunities, self-employment 
accounts for roughly 60% of India's 
population in work. A big chunk of 
this includes low-paying activities like 
hawking magazines, flowers at traffic 
signals and the like. Casual workers - 
who get jobs at times and remain 
unpaid at other times - account for 
30%, while only 10% of the working 
population is in regular employment.” 
 
Moreover, “if one looks at the 
disaggregated data of employment in 
terms of educational attainment, 
unemployment is least among rural 
unskilled workers while it is highest 
among educated urban youth. This is 
reflective of the fact that the average 
quality of education in India is poor.” 
  
To address this situation some policies 
like the New Manufacturing Policy 
(NMP) or the Right To Education 
(RTE) Act have been formulated, yet 
implementation continues to be 
problematic as the general tendency is 
to spend the money allocated for 
various projects with hardly any end-
use audit to ensure desirable 
outcomes. 
  
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_
Asia/SOU-01-200213.html 
Date accessed: 6.3.2012 
(Hansa Kaul) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOVERNANCE 
 

Northeast Ignored 
in Rail Budget, Says 
Tripura Minister 
(Northeast Today, 27 February, 
2013) 
 
Transport Minister Manik Dey of 
Tripura has criticised Railway 
Minister Pawan Kumar Bansal’s 
maiden rail budget for focussing only 
on the mainland states, he said “like in 
previous years, the infrastructure and 
industry-starved North-Eastern region 
was again ignored in the Railway 
Budget for fiscal 2013-14.” 
 
 The minister pointed out that the “ 
Prime Ministers of India and 
Bangladesh signed an agreement in 
January 2010 for linking Agartala 
railway station with the Akhaurah 
railway station in Bangladesh so that a 
new  train could connect Agartala to 
Kolkata via Bangladesh, but there was 
no mention of it in the railway 
budget.” 
 
He also mentioned that the railway 
budget also did not talk about the 
implementation of the five national 
railway projects in the northeast, the 
work on which was being carried out 
very slowly due to paucity of funds 
and other problems.” The minister 
further pointed out that the gauge 
conversion work in Lumding-
Badarpur section that had started in 
1996, has only completed less than 35 
percent of the work in 17 years and 
without this gauge conversion in 
Lumding-Badarpur section, railway 
tracks in Manipur, Mizoram up to 
Agartala cannot be converted to broad 
gauge. 
 
On the other hand Bansal in his budget 
speech in Parliament stated that for the 
first time the state of Arunachal 
Pradesh has been brought into the rail 
network, the works on the new line 
railway project to connect the state of 
Manipur are in full swing, adding that 
the gauge conversion work on 
Lumding-Silchar and Rangia-

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/SOU-01-200213.html
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/SOU-01-200213.html
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Murkongselek were on fast track.  He 
also announced that out of 25 skill 
development centres to be set up 
across the country, four would be set 
up in the North East. 
 
http://www.northeasttoday.in/our-
states/manipur/northeast-ignored-in-
rail-budget-says-tripura-minister/ 
(Date accessed 06.03.2013) 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
 

PANCHAYATI 
RAJ 
 

Gram Sabha is 
Supreme, but Only 
on Paper! 
(Inclusive Media for Change) 
 
The powers of the Gram Sabha are 
acknowledged by the Fifth Schedule 
of the Constitution, the 73rd 
amendment and the landmark PESA 
and Forest Rights Act (FRA). But 
these powers are being questioned by 
a number of exemptions in the recent 
months that allow centralised 
authorities to grab the same powers 
without heeding the Gram Sabha’s 
opinion. Right now the exemptions are 
for critical public utilities in districts 
witnessing state-Maoist conflict and 
for infrastructure projects. But 
industry lobbies are seeking similar 
exemptions in other sectors. 
According to a statement by the 
Campaign for Survival and Dignity, 
the MoEF has never rejected a project 
because of the lack of Gram Sabha 
consent, except in one case. Also, the 
rate of environmental clearances for 
dam projects is 100 per cent in India. 
Similarly, many of India’s debates 
about tribal rights bypass Gram 
Sabha’s powers that were meant to 
ensure democratic and inclusive 
development. 
 
http://www.im4change.org/news-
alert/gram-sabha-is-supreme-but-only-
on-paper-19429.html 
Date Accessed: 05.03.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 

SECURITY 
 

No Relaxed Rules 
for Pak Tourists 
(Special correspondent, The Assam 
Tribune, 05 March, 2013) 
 
The citizens of China, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan and foreign nationals 
having their origin in these countries 
cannot avail of the relaxed tourist 
regulations and would continue to 
require prior approval of the MHA 
before visiting the Northeastern States 
of Manipur, Mizoram and Nagaland. 
Further, citizens of Myanmar visiting 
the three states beyond 16 km from the 
Indo-Myanmar border would continue 
to require prior approval of the MHA 
for visiting these States. 
 
The states of Manipur, Mizoram and 
Nagaland  were recently excluded by 
Centre from the Protected Area 
Regime notified under Foreigners 
(Protected Area) Order, 1958 initially 
for a period of one year. This is 
extended on a year-to-year basis, and 
the last such extension given was last 
year. 
 
The Minister of State for Home 
Affairs, M Ramachandran said “that 
on the request of the NE States to 
promote tourism in their States, 
certain guidelines for relaxation of 
PAP and Restricted Area Permits in 
certain areas of Arunachal Pradesh 
and Sikkim, have been issued from 
time to time, with a view to 
facilitating visits by foreigners.” 
 
http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/
detailsnew.asp?id=mar0613/oth05 
Date accessed 06.03.2013 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

URBAN 
 

Around 80% of 
Sewage in Indian 
Cities Flows into 
Water Systems 
(Inclusive Media for Change) 
 
A meeting of experts on sewage and 
water issues organized by the Centre 
for Science and Environment revealed 
that nearly 80% of the sewage 
generated in India flows untreated into 
water bodies, turning the water 
sources too polluted to use. Vice-
President Hamid Ansari said, "Indian 
cities produce nearly 40,000 million 
litres of sewage per day, enough to 
irrigate 9 million hectares and barely 
20% of this is treated."  As a result, 
the nitrate levels in groundwater are 
higher than the prescribed limits, thus 
putting nearly half of the urban Indian 
population that depends on 
groundwater at risk. 
 
According to one of the speakers, 
India is the highest user of 
groundwater with more than 20 
million irrigation wells across the 
country and almost 80% people still 
depending on self-supply of water for 
personal consumption. 
 
The lack of focus on water-sewage 
systems has led to a position where 
not a single city in the country has a 
sewage system that covers the entire 
population. Almost 40% of the total 
sewage treatment capacity of the 
country exists in Delhi and Mumbai. 
 
Untreated sewage flowing into water 
bodies has almost doubled from 
around 12,000 million litres per day to 
24,000 million litres per day in Class I 
and II towns. There are 302 Class I 
cities and 467 Class II towns with no 
sewage treatment facilities. According 
to a speaker, just about 12% of sewage 
generated in Class I cities and Class II 
towns meet the required standards of 
treatment. 
 

http://www.northeasttoday.in/our-states/manipur/northeast-ignored-in-rail-budget-says-tripura-minister/
http://www.northeasttoday.in/our-states/manipur/northeast-ignored-in-rail-budget-says-tripura-minister/
http://www.northeasttoday.in/our-states/manipur/northeast-ignored-in-rail-budget-says-tripura-minister/
http://www.im4change.org/news-alert/gram-sabha-is-supreme-but-only-on-paper-19429.html
http://www.im4change.org/news-alert/gram-sabha-is-supreme-but-only-on-paper-19429.html
http://www.im4change.org/news-alert/gram-sabha-is-supreme-but-only-on-paper-19429.html
http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/detailsnew.asp?id=mar0613/oth05
http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/detailsnew.asp?id=mar0613/oth05
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http://www.im4change.org/rural-
news-update/around-80-of-sewage-in-
indian-cities-flows-into-water-
systems-19731.html 
Date Accessed: 06.03.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 

Building Inclusive 
Cities 
(The Hindu, 26 February, 2013) 
  
While expanding cities might have led 
to economic growth, it has failed to 
address the needs of the poor. 
Informal settlements constitute one-
third of the area in large cities. In five 
years, the population in these 
settlements is expected to display a 40 
per cent rise over the 2001 level.  
The recent ‘Delhi Declaration,’ offers 
hope as the expert group asserts that 
the urban poor would be recognised as 
important stakeholders and included in 
the process of urban planning. Yet, 
doubts arise as promises made in the 
past, such as making Indian cities 
slum free by 2014, have been way off 
mark. 
 
It is sad that these informal 
settlements neither get government 
recognition nor figure in development 
schemes. As a first step, taking a cue 
from countries like Brazil which have 
experience in slum upgradation, 
municipal governments should 
recognise informal settlements as 
special zones of social interest and 
integrate them with the mainstream 
planning process. This would help 
them to get legal protection and forced 
eviction would be prevented. When 
critical slum upgradation programmes 
such as the Dharavi redevelopment 
project, announced more than two 
decades ago, remain non-starters, the 
credibility of the government is 
eroded. “The inexplicable delays also 
raise the question of whether slum 
redevelopment is a means to exploit 
the real estate value.” Only a 
participatory and transparent process 
and the timely completion of projects 
will reassure the poor that the 
government is committed to 
developing inclusive cities. 
 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/edit
orial/building-inclusive-
cities/article4452723.ece 
Date Accessed: 05.03.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

India’s Reptiles 
Threatened by 
Extinction 
(Ignatius Thekaekara, Greenpeace 
India, 20 February, 2013) 
 
A recent study by the Zoological 
Society of London and the IUCN 
(International Union for Conservation 
of Nature) species survival 
commission has found that a number 
of species of crocodiles, turtles, 
snakes, lizards, and other reptiles in 
India are threatened with extinction. 
Overall, the study estimated that 30% 
of freshwater reptiles are close to 
extinction in India, including the 
Indian crocodile, the King cobra, the 
South Andaman krait, four types of 
turtles and the Sikkimese Bent-toed 
Gecko. According to the study, there 
is no information on the conservation 
status of one in three reptiles or 27% 
of our reptiles to make an informed 
decision of their status. Thus this is a 
“disturbing syndrome” about reptile 
conservation in India. 
 
http://www.greenpeace.org/india/en/B
log/Community-blogs1/at-least-122-
of-indias-reptiles-threatened-
by/blog/44017/ 
  
Date Accessed: 06.03.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
 
 

AGRICULTURE 
 

Government Wakes 
Up to the Potential 
of Small Fishery 
(Richard Mahapatra, Down To 
Earth, 15 March, 2013) 
 

The author explains how in the face of 
a rising demand for fish and a 
stagnating aquaculture growth, the 
government has woken up to the 
potential of small fishery to sustain its 
much-famed Blue Revolution.  “As 
India became the second largest 
producer of freshwater fish by taking 
up extensive big fish farming, its 
indigenous small fish species slipped 
out of everybody’s radar.” 
 
The small fish species, a major source 
of livelihood for country’s poorest, are 
vanishing from open water ecosystems 
like ponds and rural marshy areas, 
putting livelihoods of many fishers at 
stake.  “According to the recent 
livestock census, 10 million people are 
engaged in inland fisheries. A major 
chunk of them depend on small fish. 
According to a study by the National 
Bureau of Fish Genetic Resources 
(NBFGR), of the 104 small fish 
species studied, 62 are important for 
food security. Traditional fishers in 
the floodplains of the Ganga and 
Brahmaputra river basins earn 30 per 
cent of their daily income from small 
fish.” But the number of species is 
declining because of unregulated 
development activities, water scarcity 
and loss of biodiversity. In rural areas, 
use of chemical fertilizers affects 
breeding of small fish. Government’s 
policy of water body licensing is also 
responsible for keeping small fishers 
away from fishing. As the government 
plans to exploit the potential of small 
fishery it faces major challenges like 
restoring silted ponds and tanks and 
make the revival work for the poor. 
Government needs to bring out a 
comprehensive policy on small fish, as 
this is its best opportunity to rescue 
the aquaculture revolution. 
 
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/conten
t/small-fish-big-net 
Date accessed: 8.3.2013 
(Simi Sunny) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.im4change.org/rural-news-update/around-80-of-sewage-in-indian-cities-flows-into-water-systems-19731.html
http://www.im4change.org/rural-news-update/around-80-of-sewage-in-indian-cities-flows-into-water-systems-19731.html
http://www.im4change.org/rural-news-update/around-80-of-sewage-in-indian-cities-flows-into-water-systems-19731.html
http://www.im4change.org/rural-news-update/around-80-of-sewage-in-indian-cities-flows-into-water-systems-19731.html
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/building-inclusive-cities/article4452723.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/building-inclusive-cities/article4452723.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/building-inclusive-cities/article4452723.ece
http://www.greenpeace.org/india/en/Blog/Community-blogs1/at-least-122-of-indias-reptiles-threatened-by/blog/44017/
http://www.greenpeace.org/india/en/Blog/Community-blogs1/at-least-122-of-indias-reptiles-threatened-by/blog/44017/
http://www.greenpeace.org/india/en/Blog/Community-blogs1/at-least-122-of-indias-reptiles-threatened-by/blog/44017/
http://www.greenpeace.org/india/en/Blog/Community-blogs1/at-least-122-of-indias-reptiles-threatened-by/blog/44017/
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/small-fish-big-net
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/small-fish-big-net
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LAW AND 
JUSTICE 

Question of Ethics 
(Deccan Herald, 7 March 2013) 
  
In a path-breaking decision, the patent 
controller in India “allowed a 
Hyderabad-based drug company 
Natco to manufacture a generic 
version of the drug Nexavar which is 
patented and produced by the German 
multinational company Bayer.” This 
has been seen as a significant step 
towards making costly drugs available 
to needy patients. 
 
Bayer’s appeal against the decision 
was recently dismissed by the 
Intellectual Property Appellate Board 
though the board increased Bayer’s 
royalty to 7 per cent from the 6 per 
cent fixed by the patent controller. 
 
According to the author “the two most 
important considerations that led the 
patent controller to take a decision in 
favour of the Indian company were 
Affordability and Accessibility. While 
Bayer marketed the drug at a price of 
about Rs 2.8 lakh for a month’s 
dosage, Natco could sell the same at 
Rs 8,800. It was also found that only 
150 patients could use the drug while 
8,000 critically ill patients were in 
need of it.” 
 
The compulsory licensing decision 
also marks an important stage in the 
interpretation and implementation of 
patent law in India as it may set a 
precedent “in the case of many other 
generic drugs produced and sold at 
exorbitant prices by MNCs. The 
companies may have to make the 
drugs affordable or see them being 
made and sold by other companies.” 
  
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/
317015/question-ethics.html 
Date accessed: 7.3.2012 
(Hansa Kaul) 
 
 
 
 
 

DEFENCE 
 
 

Need for Military 
Reforms 
(Dhruva Jaishankar, Foreign Policy, 
6 March, 2013) 
 
The author explains how India, despite 
being a rising international player has 
quite contradictory military 
performance. The role of the armed 
forces in influencing the national 
security policy has been considerably 
diminished. Since a disastrous 
intervention in Sri Lanka between 
1987 and 1990, New Delhi has also 
evinced little interest in undertaking 
foreign military operations, other than 
occasional humanitarian or U.N. 
peacekeeping missions. 
 
But the most striking feature is its 
anaemic military spending. “In its 
most recent budget, the Indian 
government's spending on defense 
stands at $37 billion (excluding 
military pensions), keeping it on track 
to be the fourth-largest defense 
spender by 2020, surpassing Britain, 
France, and Japan. But such 
expenditure increases have not even 
kept pace with the overall growth of 
India's economy, let alone the military 
modernization of its competitors. 
Defense now accounts for just 1.7 
percent of India's GDP, which is less 
than in many European countries, and 
down from almost 3 percent in the late 
1990s.” 
 
In the face of the security threats from 
neighbours like China and Pakistan 
and domestic insurgencies in Kashmir, 
central and northeast India, the 
country’s demand of security 
apparatus have multiplied. But it has 
been facing numerous challenges in 
meeting the demand. First is the 
ignorance of the sector by the 
government which has made public 
welfare its priority. Second, the Indian 
defense industrial sector is also 
plagued by corruption making key 
decisions concerning defense 
acquisitions all the more difficult. It is 
a crucial time to not only rapidly 

increase its budget allocation for the 
defense sector but also modernize its 
military to tackle the challenges posed 
by the rising Chinese military. 
 
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles
/2013/03/06/gentle_giant_india_milita
ry?page=0,1 
Date accessed: 8.3.2013 
(Simi Sunny) 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/317015/question-ethics.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/317015/question-ethics.html
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/03/06/gentle_giant_india_military?page=0,1
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/03/06/gentle_giant_india_military?page=0,1
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/03/06/gentle_giant_india_military?page=0,1
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GENDER 
 

Public Sanction for 
Private Torment 
(Sanjay Srivastava, Hindustan 
Times, 7 March, 2013) 
 
The author argues that that the 
endorsement of the parliamentary 
standing committee  for not treating 
marital rape as a sexual offence 
explains that the lives of women are 
not worth as much as those of men. 
“The kernel of the argument against 
treating marital rape as crime lies in 
the perspective that if wives were to 
accuse their husbands of sexual 
crimes, it would lead to social chaos 
since it would undermine the 
fundamental units of social cohesion, 
marriage and family.” The author feels 
that the legal reform for weaker 
sections of the society have 
historically faced opposition and since 
in almost all cases “whether 
inheritance, dowry, or domestic 
violence, it is men who have had the 
ear of the State, each time arguing that 
any change in the status quo would 
lead to violence against Indian 
civilization itself. In effect, the 
defense of ‘Indian civilization’ and 
values is frequently a defense of male 
privilege.” “The exclusion of marital 
rape from the purview of criminal law 
and inclusion of ‘gender neutrality’ 
are both instances of misreading of 
cultural and social practices and 
attempts to appease a male 
constituency. Women can suffer rape 
within marriage and women raping 
men is mostly a frivolous diversion.” 
 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/News
-Feed/columns/Public-sanction-for-
private-torment/Article1-
1022871.aspx 
Date accessed: 8.3.2013 
(Simi Sunny) 
 
 
 
 

Making Cities Safe 
for Women and 
Girls 
(Michelle Bachelet , The Guardian, 
21 February 2013) 
  
The Article discusses the focus on 
tackling violence against women and 
children by the World Alliance of 
Cities Against Poverty. One approach 
advocated is the Safe Cities global 
initiative in which “partnership of 
municipal governments, local 
communities and organisations, and 
the UN, is working to make urban 
environments safer for women and 
girls.” 
 
According to the author, one of the 
most important lessons learnt through 
their various projects is that “each city 
is unique and requires a local 
response. This can only be achieved 
by conducting a diagnostic study with 
data and evidence, and engaging 
community members. Cities have 
taken measures for improving the 
lighting and design of streets and 
buildings, training and sensitizing 
police, and hiring more women police 
officers.” 
 
A good example of creative societal 
action can be seen in Cairo, where 
“the national government adopted 
women's safety audits whereby local 
women identify safety and security 
conditions in their neighbourhoods, 
which are incorporated into urban 
planning. In Port Moresby of Papua 
New Guinea, “55% of women market 
vendors reported experiencing 
violence in the previous year and in 
response, local authorities are working 
with a women's market vendors 
association to take action.” 
  
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-
development/2013/feb/21/making-
cities-safe-women-girls 
Date accessed: 6.3.2012 
(Hansa Kaul) 
 
 
 
 
 

LANGUAGE AND 
CULTURE 
 

“Culture Lies at the 
Core of Iceland’s 
Financial 
Recovery,” Says the 
President of Iceland 
During his Visit to 
UNESCO 
(United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
28 February, 2013) 
 
The President of the Republic of 
Ireland Mr. Olafur Ragnar Grimsson 
visited UNESCO, marking the first 
visit of an Icelandic President to the 
Organization. He held a bilateral 
meeting with the UNESCO Director 
General, Ms. Irina Bokova. During the 
meeting the President discussed the 
significance of culture that helped in 
restoring Iceland’s financial backdrop 
and also praised the role played by the 
Director-General for her strong 
advocacy and assistance in promoting 
cultural tourism in Iceland. 
“Underlining the current widespread 
financial crisis in Europe, the 
President invited the Director-General 
to strengthen her advocacy as to the 
importance of culture to achieve 
sustainable development and 
suggested to her to convene a 
conference of finance ministers to 
address the role of culture in financial 
recovery.” “Irina Bokova invited the 
President to join UNESCO at the 
congress that will be organized in 
Hangzhou on culture and 
development, emphasizing the power 
of culture for resilience. The President 
discussed with Irina Bokova issues of 
high concern to him and his country in 
relation to climate change and three 
core areas where “Iceland could 
provide its longstanding expertise”, 
which are renewable energy, research 
on the Arctic Seas and oceans. He 
informed the Director-General about 
Iceland’s “strong investment in the 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/News-Feed/columns/Public-sanction-for-private-torment/Article1-1022871.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/News-Feed/columns/Public-sanction-for-private-torment/Article1-1022871.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/News-Feed/columns/Public-sanction-for-private-torment/Article1-1022871.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/News-Feed/columns/Public-sanction-for-private-torment/Article1-1022871.aspx
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/feb/21/making-cities-safe-women-girls
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/feb/21/making-cities-safe-women-girls
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/feb/21/making-cities-safe-women-girls
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capacity-building of Asian and 
African scientists, and Iceland’s 
readiness to engage with UNESCO in 
a more prominent way to mobilize 
international cooperation on climate 
change and oceans.” 

  
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco
/about-us/who-we-are/director-
general/singleview-
dg/news/culture_lies_at_the_core_of_i
celands_financial_recovery_says_the_
president_of_iceland_during_his_visit
_to_unesco/ 
(Date Accessed on: 08.03.2013) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 
 

HISTORY 
 

Archaeology Needs 
Support 
(The Hindu, 17 January, 2013) 
 
During the 150 years of its 
functioning, The Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI) has made 
significant contribution to 
conservation of our heritage by 
protecting 3,677 monuments and 
copying more than 74,000 
inscriptions. However the fact remains 
that the ASI has not institutionally 
innovated to meet emerging 
challenges. State apathy and poor 
financial support is evident from the 
meagre allocation of 0.16 per cent of 
the Eleventh Five-Year plan funds to 
art and culture. For the year 2012-13, 
the government has sanctioned only 
one-third of the amount requested by 
Ministry of Culture. 
Adequate importance is not given to 
excavations with less than one per 
cent of funds being spent on 
excavations (2011-12) and not much 
progress has been made on the 
publication of 56 pending excavation 
reports.  The Working Group on Art 
and Culture for the Eleventh Five 
Year Plan recommended in 2007 that 
the ASI should notify every year about 
70 unprotected structures as 
monuments for better care. But not 
much has happened on this front too. 
While the government should enhance 
funding and confer the status of a 

scientific institution on the ASI,  the 
ASI should also decentralise and make 
its five regional directorates 
autonomous. “They in turn, with 
active participation of local 
governments, should unravel more of 
the hidden past and protect them 
better.” 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/edit
orial/archaeology-needs-
support/article4313462.ece 
Date Accessed: 29.01.2013 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/about-us/who-we-are/director-general/singleview-dg/news/culture_lies_at_the_core_of_icelands_financial_recovery_says_the_president_of_iceland_during_his_visit_to_unesco/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/about-us/who-we-are/director-general/singleview-dg/news/culture_lies_at_the_core_of_icelands_financial_recovery_says_the_president_of_iceland_during_his_visit_to_unesco/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/about-us/who-we-are/director-general/singleview-dg/news/culture_lies_at_the_core_of_icelands_financial_recovery_says_the_president_of_iceland_during_his_visit_to_unesco/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/about-us/who-we-are/director-general/singleview-dg/news/culture_lies_at_the_core_of_icelands_financial_recovery_says_the_president_of_iceland_during_his_visit_to_unesco/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/about-us/who-we-are/director-general/singleview-dg/news/culture_lies_at_the_core_of_icelands_financial_recovery_says_the_president_of_iceland_during_his_visit_to_unesco/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/about-us/who-we-are/director-general/singleview-dg/news/culture_lies_at_the_core_of_icelands_financial_recovery_says_the_president_of_iceland_during_his_visit_to_unesco/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/about-us/who-we-are/director-general/singleview-dg/news/culture_lies_at_the_core_of_icelands_financial_recovery_says_the_president_of_iceland_during_his_visit_to_unesco/
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/archaeology-needs-support/article4313462.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/archaeology-needs-support/article4313462.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/archaeology-needs-support/article4313462.ece
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INDIA IN THE 
WORLD 
Military 
Deployment in 
Afghanistan is Not 
in India’s National 
Interests 
(Amar Ramdasani, Institute for 
Defence Studies and Analyses, 
February 22, 2013) 
  
The article critically evaluates the 
prospects of deployment of the Indian 
military in Afghanistan under a UN 
mandate. The author points out that 
“the security situation in Afghanistan 
remains fragile and the spread and 
intensity of attacks by the Taliban and 
their supporters follow a cyclical 
pattern. Even the combined strategic, 
technological and economic strengths 
of some of the world’s advanced 
countries have not been able to totally 
neutralise armed irregularities in 
Afghanistan.” Given the strategic 
stalemate that prevails in Afghanistan 
the author argues against risking an 
extended Indian military engagement. 
 
The author stresses that “another issue 
that needs to be considered while 
taking a call on Afghanistan is that of 
Pakistan’s known complicity in the 
Afghan problem.” The author fears 
that “given Pakistan’s known 
antipathy towards India’s growing 
clout in Afghanistan, it may just up 
the ante in Jammu & Kashmir which 
in recent times has witnessed some 
progress towards stability.” Instead of 
allowing itself to be dragged into a 
proxy war in a foreign land under the 
facade of a Rising Regional Power, it 
is time for India to consolidate the 
gains made in Jammu & Kashmir. 
While the author admits that “a 
politically and economically stable 
Afghanistan is a strategic priority for 
India, at the same times he argues that 
“such an effort requires large amounts 
of money and manpower dedicated to 
a recurring conflict that is going to 
remain open ended for several years.” 
  

Given the prevailing flux the article 
recommends that “India must pursue 
what has been aptly called a “no 
strings- attached strategy” in 
Afghanistan, encompassing institution 
building, capacity enhancement, 
reconstruction assistance, soft power 
projection, and outreach to all major 
Afghan ethnic groups.” 
  
The author therefore suggests the 
following measures as part of India’s 
strategy towards Afghanistan: 
  
Diplomatic Measures 
● India should have a consultative 

approach with all regional 
players, particularly with Iran and 
Russia, to ensure that Pakistani 
proxies do not successfully come 
to the centre stage in a post-ISAF 
political order in Afghanistan. 

● Strengthen ties with the all ethnic 
groups, viz., Pashtuns, Uzbeks, 
Tajiks and Hazaras, in 
Afghanistan. 

  
Economic & Developmental 
Assistance 
·         Besides the promised economic 
aid, deployment of Civil 
Reconstruction teams, establishment 
of hospitals and other mega projects 
like road-rail network, schools, 
telecommunications, airlines, food 
storage, electricity, etc. need to be 
encouraged. In the longer run, besides 
ensuring development, these projects 
would generate employment and wean 
the Afghan youth away from the 
fundamentalist ideology. 
  
http://www.idsa.in/idsacomments/Mili
taryDeploymentinAfghanistanisnotinI
ndiasNationalInterests_mbhalla_2202
13 
Date accessed: 6.3.2012 
(Hansa Kaul) 
 

Involve NE in Look 
East Policy: 
ASEAN Leader 
(The Sentinel, 09 March, 2013) 
 
While delivering the fourth Saifuddin 
Kitchlew lecture at Jamia Millia 
Islamia under the Centre for North 

East Studies and Policy Research, 
Surin Pitsuwan, the Secretary–General 
of the Association of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) said that if India 
wants its northeast to benefit from the 
much publicised Look East Policy, it 
must bring top leaders of south East 
Asia to that region and encourage 
dialogue and discussion there. He also 
suggested that the foreign ministers of 
the nations could meet in the 
northeast, at a summit. 
“Reflecting on his visit to the 
northeast a few years ago, Pitsuwan 
said that its role must be central to the 
efforts by ASEAN and India to build 
the east–west corridor from the 
Mekong River Basin to the Ganges 
river basin and beyond. The ethnic and 
environmental diversity of the region 
would also add to this 
engagement.”However Pitsuwan’s 
innovative policy of constructive 
engagement with Myanmar in the 
past, both as Thai foreign minister and 
then as ASEAN’s main trouble 
shooter, have been critical to the 
recent, rapid pro–democracy changes 
in that country. 
He further stated that the guiding 
principle of ASEAN is to grow 
together with India and China and 
pointed out that “the challenge before 
us is how to keep the balance between 
two nuclear powers the evolution of 
integration with ASEAN in the middle 
will help mutual dependency.” 
 
http://www.sentinelassam.com/mainne
ws/story.php?sec=1&subsec=0&id=15
2199&dtP=2013-03-
10&ppr=1#152199 
(Date accessed 10.03.2013) 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
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INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS 
 

Yemen’s Child 
Executions 
(Rebecca Murray, Al Jazeera, 04 
March, 2013) 
  
Yemen, with one of the world’s 
highest death penalty rates is 
increasingly sentencing juvenile 
criminals to death due to lack of birth 
certificates and an unsuccessful justice 
system. According to Human Rights 
Watch, there are 22 juveniles on death 
row at present. “Under Yemeni law, 
children 15 years and older can be 
tried as adults, but can only receive up 
to 10 years imprisonment if convicted 
of murder.” However, this law is also 
often subverted. 
 
Juvenile executions were banned in 
the country in 1994, yet reports say 
that 186 young people are being tried 
for murder. The President must sign a 
decree as a final step before the 
execution. “Yemen is a signatory to 
the Convention of the Rights of the 
Child, as well as the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, which bars the death penalty 
for those who commit murder under 
age 18. However, international and 
Yemeni laws have not stopped 
Yemen's presidents from signing 
juvenile execution orders once appeals 
are exhausted, and 15 have been killed 
in the past five years.” 
 
There is therefore an urgent need to 
set international standards to 
determine age. Also, often the 
examiner hired by the prosecution is 
biased and examinations conducted 
are inadequate. Juvenile offenders face 
several forms of torture at the hands of 
state authorities. 
 
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/feat
ures/2013/03/20133485144413946.ht
ml 
Date Accessed: 06.03.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
 
 

EU-US to Enter 
into a Free-Trade 
Agreement 
(Daryl Lindsey, Spiegel, 14 
February, 2013) 
 
The European Union and United 
States will soon begin negotiations to 
create the world's largest free-trade 
zone on the margins of the next G-8 
summit in Britain in June 2013. “The 
trade agreement aims to go far beyond 
just trade and services, and 
negotiations will also strive for 
common regulations and standards on 
issues like product safety and 
intellectual property. An EU-US free-
trade agreement would create a new 
drive for the economy, investments 
and jobs - on both sides of the 
Atlantic.” Such a deal is being seen as 
an important game changer for the 
West to “help shape global politics 
and address the challenge of a rising 
China.” This is because the US and 
EU, by boosting their economies and 
jobs “can present a united front 
against the growing economic strength 
of emerging superpower China.” 
 
http://www.spiegel.de/international/eu
rope/german-media-commentators-on-
the-trans-atlantic-trade-agreement-a-
883410.html 
Date Accessed: 06.03.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
 

Groundbreaking 
Pak-Iran gas 
pipeline on March 
11 
(The Nation, 1 March, 2013) 
  
The much delayed $7.5 billion gas 
project from Pakistan to Iran will 
begin from 11 March, 2013.. The date 
was announced after President Asif 
Ali Zardari met President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad and Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, who urged Pakistan to go 
ahead with this project. The project 
would mark the start of “work by an 
Iranian-Pakistani consortium on the 
780-kilometre (485-mile) pipeline 

earmarked for the Pakistani side of the 
border, which is said to cost some $1.5 
billion.” Interestingly, the pipeline on 
the Iranian side has been completed; it 
is in Pakistan where there are 
difficulties in financing the project and 
a “US threat of possible sanctions due 
to Iran's nuclear activities.” Therefore, 
Iran will be financing one third of the 
cost for the laying down of the gas 
pipeline in Pakistan. “Pakistani 
officials said in mid-December that 
Iran had promised a $500 million loan 
and that Islamabad would meet the 
rest of the cost.” Through this project, 
Pakistan plans to produce 20 percent 
of the electricity from the Iranian gas 
and meet its power crisis.  
 
http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-
news-newspaper-daily-english-
online/national/01-Mar-
2013/groundbreaking-of-pak-iran-gas-
pipeline-on-march-11 
(Date Accessed: 06.03.2013) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 

Peres, NATO 
Secretary General 
discuss Strategic  
Cooperation 
(Elad Benari, Arutz Sheva, 8 March, 
2013) 

  
President of Israel, Shimon Peres met 
with NATO Secretary General, 
Andres Fogh Rasmussen at NATO 
headquarters, Brussels to discuss the 
importance of strengthening the 
strategic cooperation between Israel 
and NATO in the field of security and 
technology. The President briefed the 
NATO Secretary General on the 
strategic threats Israel is facing in the 
Middle East from Iran and Hizbullahs’ 
potential nuclear capabilities. The 
President also spoke to the Secretary 
General about concerns over Israel’s 
northern border and said, “We are 
monitoring the ongoing attempts to 
build up weapons by Hizbullah which 
is stockpiling weapons and missiles 
for terrorism and war.” “Peres, who is 
on an eight-day tour to Brussels, Paris 
and Strasbourg, has focused his efforts 
on urging the European Union to 

http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2013/03/20133485144413946.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2013/03/20133485144413946.html
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formally label Hizbullah as a terrorist 
organization.” 
 
During the discussion, the two leaders 
also discussed ways to maintain 
security in the Middle East, to increase 
cooperation between Israel and NATO 
in providing technological assistance 
and knowledge from the vast 
experience Israel has gained in the 
field of counter-terrorism. The 
President also told Ramussen that, 
“Israel will be happy to share the 
knowledge it has gained and its 
technological abilities with NATO. 
Israel has experience in contending 
with complex situations, and we must 
strengthen the cooperation so we can 
fight global terror together and assist 
NATO with the complex threats it 
faces including in Afghanistan.” 
Interestingly, NATO Secretary 
General also that Israel is the key of 
the Alliance in the Mediterranean 
Dialogue and the Security of NATO is 
concurrent to the security and stability 
of the Mediterranean and of the 
Middle East region. 
 
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/N
ews/News.aspx/166011#.UTm5zRxT
CSo 
(Date Accessed: 08.03.2013) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 

SOUTH ASIA 
 
Growing Demand 
for Medicinal 
Plants Can Create 
Green Jobs for 
Nepal's Poor 
(United Nations Environment 
Programme, 28 February, 2013) 

 
A study conducted by the United 
Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) in collaboration with the 
Government of Nepal highlights the 
country’s potential to develop its 
BioTrade sector, especially in relation 
to trade in Medicinal and Aromatic 
Plants (MAPs) which are grown in 
some of Nepal’s poorest regions. “The 

study focuses on the cultivation, 
processing and trade of high-value 
MAPs, which are found in the forests 
and grasslands of the mountains in the 
northern part of the country.” The 
demand for natural and environment 
friendly products is growing 
worldwide so investing in BioTrade 
would aid in strengthening the 
country’s economy and rural 
livelihoods. “Today, more than 100 
types of MAPs are harvested in Nepal 
and traded in international markets. In 
2008, the recorded value of the 
exported MAPs was around USD 3 
million, and by 2009, it had increased 
to USD 9.8 million.” However, the 
report also underlines the challenges 
of developing sustainable trade in 
MAPs, one of which is the paucity of 
quality control mechanisms and value 
added activity. There is also the added 
issue of inadequate infrastructure in 
the country. “The report makes several 
recommendations to assist 
policymakers, development agencies 
and entrepreneurs in developing the 
country's BioTrade in MAPs in a 
responsible and sustainable manner.” 

 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/defa
ult.aspx?DocumentID=2704&ArticleI
D=9428 
Date Accessed on: 07.03.2013 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 
 

EAST & 
SOUTH EAST 
ASIA 
 
The Problem of 
Water Management 
in China 
 (Cecilia Tortajada and Asit K. 
Biswas, China Daily, 05 March, 
2013) 
 
The article says that despite 
extraordinary economic growth, 
“China has not made commensurate 
progress in planning and managing its 
water resources. Chinese 
policymakers appear to have made an 

implicit decision that it would be 
possible to resolve the country's 
environmental and resource-related 
problems only after its transition to an 
economic superpower.” 
 
“Because of the unfettered 
exploitation of groundwater - coupled 
with inadequate investment in water 
infrastructure, of lack of institutional 
coordination, poor planning and 
management of water resources, and 
inadequate implementation of existing 
laws and regulations - China is now 
facing a groundwater crisis that is 
unprecedented in history, both in 
terms of geographical extent and 
magnitude as well as management 
complexities.” 
 
For example according to the 
Geological Survey of China, 90 
percent of the country's groundwater is 
polluted. The Environment Ministry 
for the first time admitted to the 
existence of so-called “cancer 
villages.” Also, various studies reveal 
that China's groundwater now contains 
high levels of nitrate, arsenic, fluoride 
and sulphates. “The costs of water 
pollution have already become quite 
severe, about 1 percent of GDP or 
almost 150 billion yuan. The increase 
has been not only in economic cost, 
but also social, health and 
environmental costs.” 
 
In this context the formulation of the 
“first National Plan on Groundwater 
Pollution Control is a step in the right 
direction. The need now is to put in 
place effective legal, regulatory, 
institutional, administrative and 
managerial instruments to make the 
plan successful.” 
 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion
/2013-03/05/content_16276592.htm 
(Date accessed 06.03.2013) 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
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Growing Number of 
Older Single People 
Without Work is an 
Emerging Issue in 
Japan 
 
A study commissioned by the 
education ministry of Japan has 
reiterated the issue of growing number 
of older single people without work as 
an emerging issue for the Japanese 
Government. According to the study, 
“a total of 1.62 million single 
unemployed people between the ages 
of 20 and 59 were “isolated” in 
Japanese society in 2011. The study 
defined as “isolated” those who fell 
within the age parameters and were 
not employed, receiving education or 
married, and who were alone or only 
in contact with family members on 
two consecutive days of the year.”  
The writer suggests that in order to 
curb the rising social security costs 
engendered by such a population the 
central and local governments must 
assist such people by sending 
counsellors to visit their homes and 
introduce other measures. 
 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/201
3/02/18/national/1-62-million-single-
jobless-japanese-socially-isolated-
study/#.UTiEIByNm71 
Date Accessed: 06.03.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 

Reducing Income 
Inequality an 
Urgent Task in 
China 
(Juzhong Zhuang, China Daily, 04 
March, 2013) 
 
The article states that the  “growing 
income inequality in China will be in 
focus at the annual sessions of the 
National People's Congress and the 
Chinese People's Political 
Consultative Conference. According 
to the government, the country's Gini 

coefficient - a widely used measure of 
income inequality - was 0.474 in 
2012. This is a significant jump from 
about 0.3 in the early 1980s and is 
well above the internationally 
recognized warning threshold of 0.4.” 
“Although income disparity across 
provinces has narrowed in recent 
years, the new Gini coefficient puts 
China among the most unequal 
countries in Asia and at the higher end 
of the global range. Economic reform 
has made some people very rich and 
created an affluent urban middle class. 
But many millions, particularly in the 
countryside, have been left behind.” 
According to a recent study by the 
Asian Development Bank the “Gini 
coefficient increased in more than 
one-third of Asian countries with 
comparative data in the past two 
decades, including India and 
Indonesia. These countries account for 
more than 80 percent of developing 
Asia's population. But among these 
countries, China's Gini coefficient has 
increased the most and at the fastest 
rate.” “Rapid annual growth, at about 
10 percent in China and 7 percent in 
developing Asia as a whole in the last 
20 years, driven by forces of 
technological change, globalization 
and market oriented reform, has 
created vast opportunities but these 
opportunities have not benefitted 
everyone equally.” 
  
Therefore the author suggests that 
China should emphasise on providing 
equal access to opportunities to 
everyone in society to ensure growth 
and equality at the same time. In this 
context the author advocates that 
China needs to shift fiscal spending 
more toward public services and make 
the tax system fairer and more 
effective in generating the revenues 
needed for this type of spending. 
Furthermore to tackle regional 
disparity China needs to reduce 
barriers to mobility of labour and 
capital across provinces, and ensure 
continuous investment in public goods 
and services areas through fiscal 
transfers. 
 
In addition to this the creation of 
quality jobs should be at the heart of 
China's development policy, give  

migrant workers the same access to 
public services as urban residents, 
eliminating State-run companies' 
monopoly and strengthening their 
governance, and preventing corruption 
by making those in control of public 
resources disclose their assets. 
 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion
/2013-03/04/content_16271836.htm 
Date accessed 06.03.2013 
(Junty Sharma Pathak) 
 

MIDDLE-EAST 
 

85% of Women 
with Disabilities are 
Subjected to 
Domestic Violence 
in the Gaza Strip 
 (Ma’an News, 14 February, 2103) 
 
A research study has revealed that 
85% of women with disabilities in the 
Gaza Strip are subjected to domestic 
violence. The research also indicated 
that domestic violence mostly takes 
place at the hands of fathers, brothers 
or relatives. Further, 90% of these 
women suffer from poverty and 
marginalization, and as many as 65% 
are illiterate. As a result of the study, 
many women's institutions which did 
not include disabilities in their 
programs, have began to include 
women with disabilities in their 
programs.  Khaled Abu Zeid, Director 
General of the National Center for 
Community Rehabilitation, has 
suggested that NGOs or government 
agencies should raise community 
awareness about this issue through 
awareness campaigns, seminars and 
meetings, workshops and the press. 
 
http://maannews.net/arb/ViewDetails.
aspx?ID=565084 
Date Accessed: 06.03.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/02/18/national/1-62-million-single-jobless-japanese-socially-isolated-study/%23.UTiEIByNm71
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/02/18/national/1-62-million-single-jobless-japanese-socially-isolated-study/%23.UTiEIByNm71
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/02/18/national/1-62-million-single-jobless-japanese-socially-isolated-study/%23.UTiEIByNm71
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2013/02/18/national/1-62-million-single-jobless-japanese-socially-isolated-study/%23.UTiEIByNm71
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2013-03/04/content_16271836.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2013-03/04/content_16271836.htm
http://maannews.net/arb/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=565084
http://maannews.net/arb/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=565084
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AMERICAS 
 

White House should 
target transparent 
Nuclear Policy 
(George Perkovich, Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, 
26 February, 2013) 

  
President Obama is preparing to 
update the agenda of stemming 
nuclear proliferation and reducing the 
arsenals of nuclear weapons around 
the world. This agenda was announced 
by him, four years ago, in Prague. 
“Proponents and opponents will fixate 
on the number of nuclear weapons he 
will propose to cut in the U.S. and 
Russian arsenals.” Most importantly, 
the criteria for using nuclear weapons 
for the first time are being given 
primary importance especially under 
the recent debate over drones for using 
nuclear weapons. It is believed that 
this debate will stimulate a more 
careful thinking for the potential use 
of nuclear weapons. John Brennan, 
CIA director of the USA laid out the 
basic principles behind this 
technology ten months ago before the 
Obama administration and said that, 
“If we want other nations to adhere to 
high and rigorous standards for their 
use, then we must do so as well. We 
cannot expect of others what we will 
not do ourselves.” This is because 
various other nations are seeking 
‘drone technology’ and will succeed in 
implementing so. Chinese strategists 
are worried about the nuclear plans of 
the United States, as the US is 
“seeking a combination of nuclear 
weapons, long-range conventional 
strike weapons and missile defenses to 
be able to conduct a disarming first 
strike against it.” The article 
interestingly also highlights that after 
this agenda is renewed by the 
President, he should “clarify that the 
only legitimate circumstance for using 
nuclear weapons would be as a last 
resort in response to threats to the 
survival of the United States or if its 
allies are threatened.” 

  

http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/02
/26/white-house-should-target-
transparent-nuclear-policy/fm6b 
(Date Accessed: 06.03.2013) 
(Ranjana Adhikari) 

http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/02/26/white-house-should-target-transparent-nuclear-policy/fm6b
http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/02/26/white-house-should-target-transparent-nuclear-policy/fm6b
http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/02/26/white-house-should-target-transparent-nuclear-policy/fm6b
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BOOKS 

Muslim 
Marginalisation 
(Vikhar Ahmed Sayeed, Frontline, 
23 February – 08 March, 2013) 
 

 The book ‘Muslims in Indian Cities’, 
edited by Laurent Gayer and Cristophe 
Jafferlot explores the status and 
marginalisation of Muslims across 11 
cities in the country. “ ‘Muslim 
ghetto’, areas with a high 
concentration of Muslims, is used as 
an analytical entry point into the urban 
lives of the community. Thirty-five 
per cent of Indian Muslims, a higher 
proportion than any other community, 
live in cities, and this makes the 
volume an important addition to 
scholarly literature on Indian 
Muslims.” Through a combination of 
qualitative method which includes 
ethnographic research methods, the 
essays analyse the social, political and 
economic situations of Muslims. The 
micro studies on Muslim ghettoes 
reveal that these are mostly 
underdeveloped and inhabited by 
people with low income. 
After a historical analysis of Muslim 
presence in cities, the editors argue 
that the “condition of Muslims in 
Indian cities display “trajectories of 
social marginalisation” but this is not 
even across the country, with the 
decline being more pronounced in 
cities in northern and western India.” 
Further, they believe that there is a 
need to distinguish between ghettoes 
and self segregated ethnic enclaves. 
 

http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories
/20130308300407700.htm 
Date Accessed: 06.03.2013 
(Anjora Sarangi) 
 

Red Cat, White Cat 
China and the Contradictions of 
‘Market Socialism’ 
by Robert Weil 
 
‘Red Cat, White Cat’ examines 
whether China will move towards 
private capitalism after years of pro–
market reforms, or towards a renewal 
of social forces? In this context, 
Robert Weil makes the case for the 
inherent instability of market 
socialism. He offers a challenging 
perspective on China after Deng 
Xiaoping, and the implications for the 
economic and political situation 
worldwide. He also provides a 
background on ‘marketization’, the 
class forces that produced it, and the 
polarization and social dislocation that 
it is generating. A reviewer of this 
book opines that “Weil shows how 
Deng’s use of ‘capitalism to build 
socialism’ results in the use of 
‘socialism to build capitalism.” 
 
http://monthlyreview.org/press/books/
pb9681/ 
Date Accessed: 06.03.2013 
(Karishma Mutreja) 
 

A Village Awaits 
Doomsday 
(Jaideep Hardikar, Penguin Books 
India, March 2013) 
  
The book brings into focus the issue of 
displacement of millions of Indians 
every year by “development schemes 
such as the construction of dams, 
national parks, factories, SEZs, mines 
and thermal power plants. Hardikar 
gives a vivid account of individual 
experiences of “ordinary people from 
across the country displaced and made 
destitute by innumerable government 
and private initiatives.” The author 
analyses “the reasons why people 
protest, the laws that governments use 
to displace them, the existing 
rehabilitation and resettlement 

policies, and the latest debates over 
the land acquisition process.” 
The book also explores the various 
dimensions of the growing conflict 
between “those who are forced to part 
with their land and those who reap 
benefits from the projects.” 
  
http://www.penguinbooksindia.com/e
n/content/village-awaits-doomsday 
Date accessed: 7.3.2012 
(Hansa Kaul) 
 
 

http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories/20130308300407700.htm
http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories/20130308300407700.htm
http://monthlyreview.org/press/books/pb9681/
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