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Item  2021  2026 

Total Population 

(million) 
1339.74 1399.83 

 

Urban Population 

(million) 
432.61 534.80 

Urban (%) 32.29 38.21 

Total AEGR (%) 1.23 1.16 
Urban AEGR (%) 2.50 1.89 

 

Cover Story 
 

Failure of 

Planning?: India’s 

Urban Challenge 
  

India has a rapidly growing urban 

population, accommodating which is 

becoming an uphill challenge for the 

country. Since 2001, another 90 

million people have joined the urban 

ranks, and 250 million more are 

projected by 2030. Population 

densities in the 50-kilometer vicinity 

of the largest metropolises have an 

average of 2,450 people per square 

kilometre. A third of India’s new 

towns were “born” in a 50-kilometer 

neighbourhood of existing cities with 

more than one million people. 

 

Some of India’s major urban 

challenges include: 

 

 Rigid land use policy – India 

lacks many institutions which 

are needed to facilitate land 

markets and make it easier to 

accommodate land transactions 

and land use changes such as a 

transparent system to convert 

land use, a clear definition of 

property rights, a robust system 

of land and property valuation 

and a strong judicial system to 

address public concern. 

 

 Sprawl and escalating 

property prices – Managing 

densities within cities and 

financing urban expansion are 

huge challenges. Urban 

regulations such as FSIs limit 

densification in Indian cities, 

capping densities at levels much 

below international good 

practice.  

 

 Commuting and freight 

transport – While urban land 

and building regulations limit 

densities in metropolitan cores 

and push people and firms to the 

outskirts, deficient connection 

are exacerbating these 

constraints. Public transport has 

not been able to serve the 

expanding mass of urban 

commuters. 

 

 Spatial disparities in access to 

basic services – access to 

services such as sewerage and 

drainage facilities worsen as city 

size decreases, with small towns 

and rural areas suffering from 

the lowest access levels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Projected Urban and Total 

Population in India – 2021 and 2026 

Source: Population Projections for India, 

2001-26, Registrar General of India, 2006 

AEGR- Annual Exponential Growth Rate 

Grouping of States According to 

Level of Urbanization in 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: Population Projections for India, 

2001-26, Registrar General of India, 2006 
 

Planning and management of 

urbanisation has implications on 

economic efficiency and spatial 

equity. For economic efficiency, it is 

important to learn where the 

transformation is occurring and 

whether productivity gains through 

agglomeration economies are being 

adequately tapped. Several initiatives 

have been taken in India in this regard, 

however, urban governance and 

management of the services is far 

from satisfactory. Planning is seen to 

be very inadequate against the rapid 

pace of urbanization. Dunu Roy used 

the twin jaundice and cholera 

epidemics in Delhi in 1995 and 1988 

to argue that, in fact “planners did not 

even understand the implications of 

what they themselves have done.”  

 

The “failure of planning” has become 

a ubiquitous and commonsensical 

refrain uniting voices from sectors, 

disciplines, and ideological positions 

in India. In 2006 prime Minister 

inaugurated the Jawaharlal Nehru 

Urban Renewal Mission(JNNURM)- 

India’s largest urban program and 

policy intervention  in her history- 

saying the cities needed to “ re- think 

planning” because “all previous 

efforts in city planning have been 

limited by a narrow- focused project 

approach” that had failed Indian cities. 

According to The Planning 

Commission Approach to the 

12
th

 Plan 

 
 By 2030, India’s largest cities 

will be bigger than many 

countries today.   

 Within 20-25 years, another 300 

million people will get added to 

Indian towns and cities.  

 India spends $17 per capita per 

year in urban infrastructure, 

whereas the most benchmarks 

suggest a requirement $100.  

The investment required for 

building urban infrastructure in 

India, over the next 20 years, is 

estimated at approximately US$ 

1 trillion. 

 

Unfortunately, few Indian cities have 

2030 master plans that take into 

account peak transportation loads, 

requirements for low-income 

affordable housing and climate 

change. 

States/UTs Urban 

2026% 

%  Share 

of Total 

Urban Pop 

2026 

Urban States 

(mainly A.P., 

Delhi, Gujarat, 

Haryana, 

Karnataka, M.P., 

Maharashtra, 

Punjab, T.N. 

 

50.9 

 

68.6 

Average Urban 

States (mainly 

Chhattisgarh, J&K, 

Jharkhand, 

Rajastahn, Kerala, 

U.P., and 

Uttrakhand) 

 

28.6 

 

24.5 

Low Urban 

States/UTs (mainly 

Bihar, H.P., Orissa, 

and NE) 

15.5 6.9 

Total 38.2 100.0 
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Global analysts root India’s “poor 

state of urban planning” in urban and 

regional plans that are “esoteric rather 

than practical, rarely followed and 

riddled with exemptions. Members of 

social movements representing urban 

poor go further, describing and 

protesting what some have called 

“total bankruptcy” and arrogance of 

the planning process that has led to a 

systematic failure of modern planning 

and deep exclusions in Indian cities. 

 

Need for Urban Planners in 

India 
Urban planning in India seems to have 

lost its due significance. It is difficult 

to ascertain the reasons for this 

situation. Part of the problem is that 

the domain of responsibility for 

planning lies with the state 

government rather than the city. This 

centralisation of planning results in 

two problems: first, given the number 

of responsibilities of the state 

government, the focus on individual 

cities' planning needs is reduced; 

second, accountability for ensuring 

success of plans is minimal when it 

rests with the state. 

 

Our response to this absence of 

credible and enforceable plans for 

our cities has been to exacerbate the 

problem, and move the levers of 

planning further up the 

bureaucratic food chain. But it is no 

longer feasible for an IAS officer to 

become the de-facto city planner. 
Urban planning requires a deep 

understanding of the multiple factors 

involved while retaining a focus on 

specifics. Urban planning can no 

longer be a topic for generalists; it 

requires the involvement of domain 

specialists. 

 

India has merely eleven urban 

planning programs in the entire 

country, producing approximately 

400 urban and regional planning 

graduates a year. Looking at 

international trends of one planner per 

5000 urban residents in countries like 

Canada and the United States, a city 

like Bangalore for example would 

need 10 planners per ward, and a total 

of 5,000 planners for the city.  

 

 

How good are our Existing 

Planners? 

Adding to the vast quantity gap of 

planners in India, we also have a 

quality gap in planning skills and 

design sensibilities. Some state 

governments are producing regional 

plans and spatial plans for smaller 

cities and towns through their town 

and country planning departments. 

Many states with meagre planning 

resources are beginning to contract out 

the development of metropolitan 

master plans. Unfortunately, the 

tender procedures are archaic and 

tenders themselves are often poorly 

drafted, resulting in planning being 

outsourced to under-qualified bidders 

who have not fully fathomed the true 

extent of their job. 

 

Need of the Hour: A New 

Paradigm for Planning 
Clearly we need a new paradigm for 

addressing the planning needs of our 

cities. There is no getting away from 

the reality that we need more planners 

to fulfil both government and private 

sector needs.  

 

Even if we aimed lower, we need a 

minimum ratio of at least 1 planner for 

10,000 urban residents. This means 

30,000 planners for the country's 

current level of urbanization– a ten-

fold increase to our current numbers in 

government alone. Our academic 

institutions need to step up their 

output by at least similar multiples - to 

about 4,000 planners a year. Meeting 

this kind of volume increase cannot 

come from market forces alone. The 

impetus for this will need to come 

from policy, and hence leadership 

from government. The two ministries - 

the Ministry of Urban Development 

and the Ministry of Human Resources, 

need to come together to catalyse an 

increase in the supply of planning 

professionals from our academic 

institutions. Bottlenecks due to policy 

restrictions, or infrastructure short-

falls need to be resolved by the 

ministries. 

 

The World Bank, in its report 

Planning, Connecting, and Financing 

Cities—Now (2013) has looked at 

urbanisation trends and policies 

worldwide and it proposes a three-part 

policy framework for urbanisation to 

facilitate city leaders to make 

informed decisions for sustainable 

development in their cities.  Under this 

framework, there are three main 

dimensions of urban development: 

 

 Planning  

 Connecting 

 Financing 

 

These three dimensions are frequently 

used by policy makers in the context 

of urban planning but they often place 

financing first without fully 

considering the other two dimensions. 

Of the three dimensions, planning for 

land use and basic services is 

preliminary yet since planning must 

allow for people and products to be 

mobile, it must be coordinated with 

connecting at all stages of a city’s 

growth. What follows then is 

financing: a dimension that, although 

as necessary as the other two, should 

be city leaders’ last concern rather 

than their first.  A primary focus on 

financing, though understandable as 

an attempt to meet urgent needs is 

likely to result in unplanned cities if 

not coordinated with planning and 

connecting. This will lock a city into 

undesirable physical forms that can set 

back its development for decades. A 

city’s physical structure, once 

established, may remain in place for 

more than 150 years (Hallegatte, 

2009).  

 

Recommendations for Urban 

Development for India in the 

Next Decade  

 
McKinsey’s 2010 Report, India’s 

Urban Awakening: Building Inclusive 

Cities, Sustaining Economic Growth 

highlights that India fares poorly in 

most of the key elements of a 

successful urban development 

strategy. Based on instances from 

China, UK, South Africa, Germany, 

America and Singapore, the report 

proposes detailed policy 
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recommendations for India, 

implementable in a single decade. It is 

a multi-stakeholder strategy involving 

reforms in five areas: Funding, 

Governance, Planning, Sectoral 

policies and Shape. 

 

 Funding: There is need for India 

to ensure that cities have the 

financial capacity to fund their 

needs. Presently India’s urban 

spending lags behind international 

standards by a huge margin. Over 

the next two decades, India needs 

to allocate $1 trillion to capital 

expenditure. While the former can 

be covered by increasing property 

tax and user charges, a mix of 

three additional revenue streams 

is recommended to fund capital 

investments (a) monetizing land 

assets (b) formula-based 

government funding (c) tapping 

into debt markets and PPPs. 

However, even with this model, 

Tier 3 and 4 cities will require 

additional funding. 

 

 Governance: India needs a 

system of governance customized 

for the metropolitan level to 

manage large cities. India, the 

only G20 country without an 

elected or empowered mayor, 

needs to encourage substantial 

devolution of powers from the 

state. As cities encroach upon 

multiple municipalities, a single 

authority is needed for greater 

accountability. The quality of city 

leadership must be enhanced and 

governance must be separated 

from service delivery. This can be 

achieved through outsourcing key 

services to corporatized agencies 

such as BEST in Mumbai. 

 

 Planning: India will have to 

proactively plan its future cities 

instead of late reactions to 

situations of crisis. There is a 

need to build planning capacity 

and introduce modern planning 

technologies. To delineate the 

roles of the various government 

institutions involved in the 

planning process, Metropolitan 

Planning Committees (MPCs) 

should be empowered to create 

statutory metropolitan plans 

binding on municipalities. 

Finally, enforcement mechanisms 

must be tightened and project 

exemptions be made transparent. 

 
 Sectoral policies: India will have 

to target policies for the 

development of key urban sectors 

including transportation, 

affordable housing, employment 

and environment sustainability. 

The approach to developing a 

comprehensive set of sectoral 

policies can be illustrated with 

two examples: creating a stock of 

affordable housing to prevent 

slum proliferation and reducing 

GHG emissions to mitigate 

climate-change.  

 
 Shape: India should aim towards 

‘shaping’ its future cities in line 

with its diversified economic 

portfolio. A distributed model can 

enable a large number of cities 

with a variety of size and type to 

develop simultaneously. New 

world class cities can be built but 

will be viable only if built in their 

proximity. Tier 2 cities should be 

developed with a view to avoid 

the mistakes of Tier 1 cities. Tier 

3 and 4 cities should be developed 

as specialist cities specializing in 

an anchor sector like tourism, 

mining etc. Good connectivity 

between inter-regional clusters 

will encourage future urbanization 

along the transport corridors. 

 
Following the above recommendations 

will help to improve the quality of 

urban services and boost India’s GDP 

by 1-1.5%. Effective planning will 

save over 6 million hectares of 

potentially arable land. GHG 

emissions can be abated by 28%. On 

the other hand, if India leaves its cities 

to their organic fate, consequences can 

be disastrous. 

 

Urban planning is usually considered a 

technical exercise drawing on existing 

official data, which in many cases are 

out dated, resulting in plans with little 

or no connection with the existing 

milieu and reality. Plans in most cases 

are not inclusive and pro-poor, and the 

recognition and development of the 

marginalized and excluded sections is 

ignored. Further, prepared plans are 

unrelated to the local government’s 

capacity to implement them. The local 

population for whom the plans are 

prepared remain unaware of them and 

have therefore little or no ownership 

of these plans. 

The key to tackle the unmanageable 

and uncontrolled growth of urban 

areas lies in inclusive urban planning/ 

management with a deep 

understanding of the multiple factors 

involved while retaining a focus on 

specifics, which will eventually help 

to provide basic services and a 

comfortable life the urban population. 

Read More At: 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EX

TSDNET/Resources/Urbanization-

Planning-Connecting-Financing-

2013.pdf  

http://www.iihs.co.in/wp-

content/themes/education/resources/II

HS_EvictionsPaperTwo_Submit.pdf  

http://finmin.nic.in/workingpaper/urba

nissues_reforms.pdf 

http://www.cprindia.org/content/indias

-urban-awakening  

http://12thplan.gov.in/12fyp_docs/17.

pdf 

http://www.pria.org/publication/Partic

ipatory%20Urban%20Planning%20an

d%20Service%20Delivery%20to%20

Urban%20Poor.pdf  
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http://finmin.nic.in/workingpaper/urbanissues_reforms.pdf
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http://www.cprindia.org/content/indias-urban-awakening
http://www.cprindia.org/content/indias-urban-awakening
http://12thplan.gov.in/12fyp_docs/17.pdf
http://12thplan.gov.in/12fyp_docs/17.pdf
http://www.pria.org/publication/Participatory%20Urban%20Planning%20and%20Service%20Delivery%20to%20Urban%20Poor.pdf
http://www.pria.org/publication/Participatory%20Urban%20Planning%20and%20Service%20Delivery%20to%20Urban%20Poor.pdf
http://www.pria.org/publication/Participatory%20Urban%20Planning%20and%20Service%20Delivery%20to%20Urban%20Poor.pdf
http://www.pria.org/publication/Participatory%20Urban%20Planning%20and%20Service%20Delivery%20to%20Urban%20Poor.pdf
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Higher Taxes on the 

Rich 

(Niranjan Rajadhyaksha, Live Mint, 

08 January, 2013) 
 

A committee headed by Vijay Kelkar 

submitted a report in September 2012, 

making two important suggestions to 

get public finances in order: first, to  

increase revenue and second, to cut 

down on spending. .”In an answer to 

how to increase revenue, one of the 

issues which was debated upon in a 

recent meeting between the Finance 

Minister and select economists was 

whether the “tax burden on the richest 

should be increased, either through a 

higher marginal tax rate or the 

reintroduction of an inheritance tax..” 

Similar proposals have already been 

made in the USA and France. India’s 

GDP has never been very high due to 

the large number of poor people and 

furthermore “tax collections as a 

percentage of gross domestic product 

(GDP) have fallen since the economic 

boom ended. According to World 

Bank data, the tax-GDP ratio fell from 

11.9% in 2007 to 9.7% in 2010. The 

most immediate task is to get the tax-

GDP ratio to where it was five years 

ago.” 

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/hdl

NQIvimkTjeFKjRO4cFK/Higher-

taxes-on-the-rich.html 

 

Date Accessed: 09.01.2013 

(Anjora Sarangi) 

 

Currency 

Manipulators and 

the Manipulated 

(Tim Fernholz, Quartz.com, 11 

January, 2013) 

 

A new research paper divides the 

world into two groups - countries that 

manipulate their currency for an 

advantage in international markets, 

versus those that don’t. About 20 

countries, which include China, 

Denmark, Hong Kong, Korea, 

Malaysia, Singapore, Switzerland, and 

Taiwan are actively manipulating their 

currencies to the tune of $1 trillion 

annually. All this manipulation has 

come at the expense of 41 economies 

considered non-interveners. Some 91 

other countries, like Brazil and India, 

practice so-called defensive 

intervention to maintain parity with 

more overt currency manipulators, but 

that defensive intervention is money 

down the drain that could go on, say, 

building roads and bridges. The US 

made a mistake in Bretton Woods by 

rejecting efforts by John Maynard 

Keynes and others who wanted the 

IMF’s rules to constrain the way 

surplus economies could behave, 

particularly when a changing global 

balance requires their currencies to 

appreciate. It has come back to bite it 

now. It is not only in the interest of 

US but also India and other such 

victim countries to battle the 

manipulators. In its own interests, 

China could learn from the United 

States’ mistake at Bretton Woods, and 

think about where it might be 50 years 

from now. If imbalances lead to a real 

trade war, it could shut down the 

global marketplace that enabled 

China’s economic boom. 

  

http://qz.com/43011/goldman-

sachs-did-not-violate-the-volcker-

rule-and-1-billion-is-a-drop-in-the-

bucket-anyway/ 

(B. Varun Kumar Reddy) 

(Date accessed: 12.01.2013) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GAAR Deferred till 

April 1, 2016 

(The Economic Times, 15 January, 

2013, The Hindu, 15 January, 2013) 

 

Indian investors breathed a sigh of 

relief as the Government announced 

the deferment of the implementation 

of the so-called General Anti-

Avoidance Rules (GAAR) by two 

years till April 1, 2016. Government 

has cleared the air on the applicability 

of the GAAR provision and has 

removed a great confusion amongst 

the investors amidst severe economic 

downturn. Such postponement along 

with other modifications in GAAR 

provisions mark the acceptance of the 

Parthasarathi Shome Committee, 

which was set up by Prime Minister 

Manmohan Singh following the 

concerns expressed by the investors on 

the Union Budget provision in this 

regard and subsequent withdrawal of 

portfolio investment by foreign 

investors.  

 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/hdlNQIvimkTjeFKjRO4cFK/Higher-taxes-on-the-rich.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/hdlNQIvimkTjeFKjRO4cFK/Higher-taxes-on-the-rich.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/hdlNQIvimkTjeFKjRO4cFK/Higher-taxes-on-the-rich.html
http://qz.com/43011/goldman-sachs-did-not-violate-the-volcker-rule-and-1-billion-is-a-drop-in-the-bucket-anyway/
http://qz.com/43011/goldman-sachs-did-not-violate-the-volcker-rule-and-1-billion-is-a-drop-in-the-bucket-anyway/
http://qz.com/43011/goldman-sachs-did-not-violate-the-volcker-rule-and-1-billion-is-a-drop-in-the-bucket-anyway/
http://qz.com/43011/goldman-sachs-did-not-violate-the-volcker-rule-and-1-billion-is-a-drop-in-the-bucket-anyway/
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This is going to have a positive impact 

on Indian markets and industries. The 

immediate effect is seen in the 

Bombay Stock Exchange’s Sensex 

which has soared by 234 points to a 

two-year high of 19,906.41 from 

19689.09. Along with the delay in the 

implementation of GAAR till 2016, 

the Finance Ministry also has 

announced for an exemption for 

investors whose money is deployed by 

foreign institutional investors (FII) 

and non-resident Indians to buy local 

stocks. Such a step of GAAR deferral 

according to Planning Commission 

Deputy Chairman Montek Singh 

Ahluwalia ‘is a step in the right 

direction.’ This will give a boost to the 

slowing economy of India with 

increasing the levels of investment and 

subsequently stimulating the general 

confidence of the market. With this 

major step, it is expected that both the 

global and domestic economy would 

excel and can revive the economic 

growth of India in the next two years. 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/

news/economy/finance/2013-projetcs-

new-highs-for-markets-as-gaar-gets-

deferred-to-

2016/articleshow/18025080.cms 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Ec

onomy/gaar-will-come-into-force-

from-april-2016/article4306930.ece 

Date Accessed: 15.01.2013 

(Rakhee Bhattacharya) 

 

India Needs a 

Cautious FDI Path 

and ‘Growth with 

Justice’ Model, 

Says Stiglitz 

(The Hindu, 15 January, 2013) 

 

Economist and Nobel laureate Joseph 

Stiglitz in his recent visit to Bihar 

mentioned that India’s economic 

situation is particularly interesting and 

different from other countries. The 

country has the strength of abundant 

entrepreneurs and availability of retail 

technology, which must be utilized 

carefully in its path of Foreign Direct 

Investment (FDI). While delivering a 

lecture on “Redefining Capitalism’ in 

Patna, Prof. Stiglitz pointed out that 

India has taken an important 

instrument of FDI for economic 

growth revival. Since the purpose of 

FDI is to reap capital, technology, 

access to market and training, while 

implementing FDI, India needs to be 

careful to reap such benefits at 

optimum level. According to him, 

India has a large supply of 

entrepreneurs to US and other nations 

and it is ‘exporting capital and 

entrepreneur’ to other nations, which 

need to help India to increase its 

saving rate. Prof. Stiglitz also 

mentioned that opening of India’s 

financial sector needs caution. 

 

He pointed out that such a path of 

economic resurgence through FDI 

needs to understand and acknowledge 

the bigger role of respective states in 

India. The states should play a larger 

role in promoting and regulating 

capitalism and restructuring the 

economy of India. He is of the opinion 

that there needs to be a balance 

between capitalism, state and civil 

society. Economic growth cannot be 

restricted to GDP alone or ‘with the 

metrics of successes but more 

importantly the issues of 

sustainability, distribution and general 

well-being need to be taken into 

consideration. Therefore, the 

government has the responsibility to 

undertake people-friendly policies 

with social protection and social 

justice. Societies with large 

inequalities, as in the  US cannot 

function well. He therefore proposes 

‘growth with justice’ as an alternative 

model for development.   

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Ec

onomy/tread-fdi-path-cautiously-

stiglitz-tells-india/article4307798.ece 

 Date Accessed: 15.01.2013 

(Rakhee Bhattacharya) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/finance/2013-projetcs-new-highs-for-markets-as-gaar-gets-deferred-to-2016/articleshow/18025080.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/finance/2013-projetcs-new-highs-for-markets-as-gaar-gets-deferred-to-2016/articleshow/18025080.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/finance/2013-projetcs-new-highs-for-markets-as-gaar-gets-deferred-to-2016/articleshow/18025080.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/finance/2013-projetcs-new-highs-for-markets-as-gaar-gets-deferred-to-2016/articleshow/18025080.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/finance/2013-projetcs-new-highs-for-markets-as-gaar-gets-deferred-to-2016/articleshow/18025080.cms
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/gaar-will-come-into-force-from-april-2016/article4306930.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/gaar-will-come-into-force-from-april-2016/article4306930.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/gaar-will-come-into-force-from-april-2016/article4306930.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/tread-fdi-path-cautiously-stiglitz-tells-india/article4307798.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/tread-fdi-path-cautiously-stiglitz-tells-india/article4307798.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/tread-fdi-path-cautiously-stiglitz-tells-india/article4307798.ece
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POLITICS AND 

GOVERNANCE 

 

Jihad will revive in 

Kashmir in 2014: 

Hafiz Saeed, 

Salahuddin tell 
Hurriyat delegation 

(Riyaz Wani, Tehelka.com, 8 January, 

2013) 

 
A delegation of Indian Kashmiri 

separatist leaders from Jammu and 

Kashmir met Pakistan Army General 

Ashfaq Parvez Kayani during their visit to 

Pakistan last month. The article states that 

General Ashfaq Parvez Kayani “ruled out 

Islamabad’s support for armed militancy 

in Kashmir in the future.” During the 

meeting, it was also discussed that the 

separatists need to “work towards a 

consensus among themselves, while 

accommodating the views of the 

hardliners.” The article also writes 

discusses the meeting of the separatists 

with Hafiz Saeed and Hizbul Mujahidden 

leader Syed Salahauddin. “The duo told a 

delegation of separatists from Jammu and 

Kashmir that armed militancy would 

revive in the Valley in 2014.” They also 

spoke to the delegation that militancy in 

Kashmir would escalate after the 

withdrawal of the American troops in 

Afghanistan as Taliban is going to benefit 

from the “strife-torn nation.”   
http://tehelka.com/jihad-will-revive-in-

kashmir-in-2014-hafiz-saeed-salahuddin-

tell-hurriyat-delegation 

(Date Accessed: 10.1.2013) 

(Ranjana Adhikari) 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

SOCIAL AND 

ECONOMIC 

EXCLUSION 

Formulation of a 

National Policy on 

Begging 
The Economic and Political Weekly, 

2 January, 2013 
  
The death of 286 inmates of the 

Beggars’ Rehabilitation Centre in 

Karnataka in 2010, brought the issue 

of beggars – “who are visible and yet 

invisible in our cities” – back within 

the ambit of policy discussion. 

The need to have a holistic approach 

towards this issue has been reflected 

in the 12th Five-Year Plan which has 

called for a national policy on beggars 

and a model central law on begging 

that could be adopted by the states. 

 In the absence of a central legislation 

on begging, the Bombay Prevention of 

Begging Act (BPBA) 1959 inspired a 

number of similar laws in at least 18 

states which have been criticised for 

their “regressive, brutally punitive and 

custodial features.” The current laws 

penalise ”itinerant street entertainers, 

homeless workers, the disabled poor 

and sexual minorities and migrants 

who may have come to the cities to 

escape from poor living conditions in 

the villages.” There clearly is a need 

to develop a better framework of laws 

that focus more on rehabilitating 

beggars rather than simply 

criminalising their activities, as the 

current laws do. 

 The author argues that “in many 

ways, beggars are the most ‘rights-

less’ people in India. They are 

unwanted and stigmatised and in the 

eyes of the middle class they beg 

because they are ‘lazy’.” 

Little has been done to accommodate 

beggars as beneficiaries in the 

numerous poverty-eradication and 

employment schemes since most of 

them demand documents and 

identification papers that a majority of 

them do not have. 

 While charting out an overarching 

policy on begging, the author 

highlights the need to first understand 

that beggars do not constitute a 

homogenous group as there are 

various strands within these 

communities that have different 

vulnerabilities and needs. Child 

beggars are particularly vulnerable to 

exploitation of all kinds (especially by 

“professional” begging gangs), as are 

the sexual minorities, particularly the 

transgender. 

The author also recommends that 

before the formulation of any policy, 

“the government should initiate a 

nationwide survey to collect reliable 

data on the number of individuals 

forced into beggary, even though it’s a 

tough task considering they are not a 

fixed population as many drift in and 

out of begging.” 

 But all these measures would remain 

ineffective until the mindsets of 

society do not change and we do not 

continue to herd them into custody or 

sendthem to live in the outskirts, to 

make one’s own city a ‘world class’. 

  

http://www.epw.in/editorials/begging-

attention.html 

Date Accessed: 9.1.2013 

(Hansa Kaul) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://tehelka.com/jihad-will-revive-in-kashmir-in-2014-hafiz-saeed-salahuddin-tell-hurriyat-delegation/
http://tehelka.com/jihad-will-revive-in-kashmir-in-2014-hafiz-saeed-salahuddin-tell-hurriyat-delegation/
http://tehelka.com/jihad-will-revive-in-kashmir-in-2014-hafiz-saeed-salahuddin-tell-hurriyat-delegation/
http://tehelka.com/jihad-will-revive-in-kashmir-in-2014-hafiz-saeed-salahuddin-tell-hurriyat-delegation/
http://tehelka.com/jihad-will-revive-in-kashmir-in-2014-hafiz-saeed-salahuddin-tell-hurriyat-delegation/
http://tehelka.com/jihad-will-revive-in-kashmir-in-2014-hafiz-saeed-salahuddin-tell-hurriyat-delegation/
http://tehelka.com/jihad-will-revive-in-kashmir-in-2014-hafiz-saeed-salahuddin-tell-hurriyat-delegation
http://tehelka.com/jihad-will-revive-in-kashmir-in-2014-hafiz-saeed-salahuddin-tell-hurriyat-delegation
http://tehelka.com/jihad-will-revive-in-kashmir-in-2014-hafiz-saeed-salahuddin-tell-hurriyat-delegation
http://www.epw.in/editorials/begging-attention.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/begging-attention.html
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EDUCATION 

Failure of the 

Primary Education 

Sector 
(Editorial, Hindustan Times, 2 

January 2013) 

 

The results of the 2012 Central 

Teacher Eligilbility Test (CTET) have 

come as a disgrace to the Indian 

primary education. It was reported that 

less than 1 percent of the 7.95 lakh 

aspirants, all B.Ed degree holders, 

failed to clear the test. The test was 

conducted to “improve the quality of 

teaching in schools after the enactment 

of the RTE law.” and the results have 

exposed the poor quality of teacher 

training in India. The results are 

significant because one of the key 

targets for the 12th five-year plan 

(2012-17) is to improve the learning 

outcomes of primary students. One of 

the major reasons for this is the poor 

quality of teachers. The author feels 

that the one of the reasons for the poor 

performance of the primary education 

sector is that the B.Ed course lacks the 

skill sets required for primary-level 

teaching. Therefore there is an urgent 

need to reform the training structure 

and promote teachers specialized for 

primary sector. 

 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/editor

ial-views-on/Edits/It-s-not-child-s-

play/Article1-984147.aspx 

Date accessed: 11.1.2013 

(Simi Sunny) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH 

 

Public Toilets For 

Indian Cities 

(The Hindu, 31 December, 2012) 

 

Linfen, a city in China offers a 

significant lesson to Indian cities by 

showing how simple, yet vital things 

like public toilets are critical to make 

cities livable. Once considered one of 

the worst cities in the world to live in, 

it has improved the living conditions 

drastically over the past four years, 

and recently won the UN-Habitat's 

international best practice award for 

the Asia and Pacific region through 

the “toilet revolution” that began in 

2008. In a city with just 12 public 

toilets for 600,000 people, the local 

government constructed 200 smartly 

designed toilets. About 20 million use 

them every year. In contrast Indian 

cities have not shown urgency to make 

improvements. For example, Chennai, 

which needs about 6000 public toilets, 

has only 714, and Nagpur, which 

needs more than 3000 toilets, has 318. 

We need to provide public toilets as 

well as toilets for the 15 million urban 

households that do not have them. 

While organisations like Sulabh 

International have contributed towards 

increasing the number of toilets, there 

is a need to improve their status. Anti-

vandal fittings, safety measures, better 

location, good maintenance and 

recycling of resources should be 

ensured and civic bodies should be 

compelled to provide space. The needs 

of women and the disabled should also 

be accommodated. They could also try 

innovative schemes such as the one 

practised in the United Kingdom, 

where the government pays private 

establishments to keep their toilets 

open for public use. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/edit

orial/public-toilets-for-our-

cities/article4256374.ece 

Date Accessed: 04. 01. 2013 

(Amrutha Jose) 

 

Telemedicine is the 

Future of 

Healthcare 

Vishal Gupta, Governance Now, 16 

November, 2012 
  

The health status of a country is the 

complex interplay of a variety of 

factors like per capita income, literacy, 

education, nutrition and healthcare 

infrastructure. 

 

Nearly 70% of our country’s 

population lives in rural areas and 

disparities in the access to basic 

healthcare exist between various 

income groups, communities, states 

and even the districts within a state.   

 

While rural India is still grappling 

with lack of basic healthcare, 

telecommunication infrastructure in 

the country has seen remarkable 

progress. Access to broadband internet 

connectivity in rural areas is steadily 

increasing and the adoption and 

penetration of internet has shown 

tremendous growth. 

 

The article describes how these 

advances in IT should be capitalized 

on by the health sector through 

innovative tools such as telemedicine. 

It analyses the need for “innovative 

models of public private partnership 

and capacity building through 

technologies like Telemedicine to 

address the challenges of ‘access’ to 

affordable and quality healthcare in 

rural areas.” 

 

 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/editorial-views-on/Edits/It-s-not-child-s-play/Article1-984147.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/editorial-views-on/Edits/It-s-not-child-s-play/Article1-984147.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/editorial-views-on/Edits/It-s-not-child-s-play/Article1-984147.aspx
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/public-toilets-for-our-cities/article4256374.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/public-toilets-for-our-cities/article4256374.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/public-toilets-for-our-cities/article4256374.ece
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The author argues for the expansion of 

this technology which “combines 

voice, video, medical data, and 

collaboration tools, to facilitate a 

patient to see a doctor, without having 

to travel long distances. What makes it 

suitable to the Indian context, given 

our socio-economic background is that 

telemedicine solutions are designed to 

work on a lower bandwidth, enabling 

healthcare providers to serve patients 

in remote locations, where last mile 

connectivity is a lingering problem. 

They enable patients, providers, and 

allied health workers to come together 

on a common platform and collaborate 

in real time.” Patients can present 

themselves at any location be it a 

medical kiosk in a remote village or 

their own home. The solutions can 

also be set up in a Mobile Health Unit 

e.g. a bus or ambulance, equipped 

with essential drugs, biomedical 

devices and laboratory equipment, 

which can go from place to place, 

providing healthcare services to the 

underserved communities and rural 

citizens in remote locations. 

 

The article also outlines various 

challenges to telemedicine which need 

to be overcome with proper policy 

framework and implementation of the 

same. These challenges include 

“inadequate medical facilities and 

difficulty in retaining doctors in rural 

areas, compounded by the cost of 

implementing technology 

infrastructure. Implementing an IT 

solution is a challenge also because in 

general the healthcare stakeholders are 

resistant to changes in their well-

established work practices.” Yet 

political as well as monetary 

investment in such devices are 

important as the dream of an effective 

healthcare system can never be 

realised until the problems of 

accessibility are not solved. 

  

http://www.governancenow.com/gov-

next/gov-pitch/telemedicine-future-

healthcare 

Date Accessed: 9.1.2013 

(Hansa Kaul) 

 

ENERGY 

 

India’s Ambitions 

for Solar Power 

(David Ferris, The New York Times, 

09 January, 2013) 

  

Five states in India have announced 

plans to build solar power plants 

within the next five years. Though 

India has adopted this plan years after 

countries in the West and China, the 

proposal to build solar farms at such a 

fast pace leaves the country at a risk of 

electricity shortage. India has 300 

sunny days and since much of the 

nation lies near the equator, it poses 

ideal conditions for generating solar 

power, yet the nation has just over 

1,000 megawatts of solar power 

whereas California, the leader in solar 

power in the US has 2,000. 

The central government has a goal of 

producing 22 gigawatts of solar power 

by 2022 and it intends to lean heavily 

on the states in working toward that 

target.  “Proponents say that solar 

energy might reduce the country’s 

dependence on coal, which is always 

in short supply, and slow the effects of 

climate change, including sea-level 

rise, which endangers the country’s 

coastal cities.” However, experience 

in Tamil Nadu has shown that its 

demand for solar power is outsized by 

investor interest. This can be 

attributed to the model used in its 

bidding process, one that worked out 

strongly in the central government’s 

favour in 2012. According to the 

writer, poor investor response could 

also be attributed to the fine print. 

Companies were wary about rules 

which were vague about when 

payments would be made; “the state’s 

power distributor, known as 

Tangedco, is in poor financial health, 

which makes it harder for solar 

builders to secure loans; and the utility 

took no responsibility for transmitting 

the electricity that the developers 

created.” Therefore the state could 

meet only half its target. Thus, the 

risks of building solar power plants 

too quickly can hamper the process 

substantially as seen in Tamil Nadu. 

 

http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/0

1/09/in-india-solar-ambitions-are-

suddenly-outsize/? 

Date Accessed: 10.01.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

 

Use Renewable 

Energy in Farming 
(Kota Sriraj, The Pioneer, 10 

January, 2013) 

 

The article states that the agricultural 

community should be educated 

regarding the “benefits of moving 

away from conventional energy 

sources.” Being an agriculture-based 

economy, the energy is consumed by 

approximately 13 million pump-sets, 

of which 60% are electric while the 

rest run on diesel. Cold storages that 

are used to stalk perishable products 

also contribute to high electricity 

consumption. A viable alternative is 

the solar biomass hybrid cold storage 

at the village-level. The article 

suggests that, in order to consume 

energy in an efficient manner, the 

existing settings have to be altered. 

This will be “a good opportunity to 

implement proven techniques but also 

test and analyse new initiatives and 

experiments in the arena of energy 

optimisation and use of renewable 

energy.” An innovative technique like 

the use of the photovoltaic system is 

one such successful application used 

http://www.governancenow.com/gov-next/gov-pitch/telemedicine-future-healthcare
http://www.governancenow.com/gov-next/gov-pitch/telemedicine-future-healthcare
http://www.governancenow.com/gov-next/gov-pitch/telemedicine-future-healthcare
http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/09/in-india-solar-ambitions-are-suddenly-outsize/?
http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/09/in-india-solar-ambitions-are-suddenly-outsize/?
http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/09/in-india-solar-ambitions-are-suddenly-outsize/?
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for agricultural activities such as 

livestock watering, water pumping. 

“With the continuous decrease in the 

price of PV systems, fuelled by erratic 

Government power supply and 

accompanied indifference, this 

medium is gaining fast momentum for 

a variety of agricultural and rural use.” 

Through governmental subsidies, 

farmers should be encouraged to use 

renewable energy technology with the 

objective of creating ‘energy 

entrepreneurs’. “Energy entrepreneurs 

can be the ambassadors of change as 

they not only create successful 

businesses as vendors of renewable 

energy solutions but also spread 

awareness and confidence in the 

agricultural community for the 

benefits of the usage of the same.” For 

example, the Government of 

Australia’s Department of Climate 

Change & Energy Efficiency’s 

initiative of Carbon Farming is 

innovative. It allows farmers to “earn 

carbon credits by storing carbon or 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions on 

the land.” These credits are then sold 

to people and business “wishing to 

offset their emissions.” This voluntary 

programme encourages sustainable 

farming and is also a source of 

funding for landscape restoration 

projects. “Renewable energy 

initiatives in agriculture are 

impossible to achieve unless 

Governments are determined to make 

a difference by learning globally and 

applying locally.” 

 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/columni

sts/item/53164-use-renewable-energy-

in-farming.html 

(Date Accessed: 10.1.2013) 

(Ranjana Adhikari) 

 

 

 

 

 

India’s New Science 

Policy 
Ajey Lele, Observer Research 

Foundation, 9 January, 2013 
 

India’s Science, Technology and 

Innovation Policy (STI 2013) was 

unveiled by the Prime Minister during 

the centenary session of the Indian 

Science Congress held from 3rd to 7th 

January 2013. This policy document is 

part of the government’s efforts to 

develop a national strategy on 

innovation with a focus on an Indian 

model of inclusive growth. 

The policy is reflective of a growing 

realisation of the need ‘to increase the 

public and political understanding of 

science’ and to settle “complex issues 

like GM foods, nuclear energy and 

exploration of outer space by 

structured debate and analysis instead 

of fear and faith.” Given the fact that 

20th century technological 

developments were mostly guided by 

military needs and current innovations 

are being dictated by market forces, 

the importance of this policy for need-

specific state investment in technology 

should not be overlooked. 

An overarching policy on science and 

technology is much needed to 

overcome several shortcomings in the 

country’s scientific base. Despite 

being a so-called IT superpower, India 

is still not in a position to master the 

‘chips technology’ and is good only as 

a ‘service sector’, lacking miserably in 

hardware development. 

 In this regard, STI 2013 envisages 

“the creation of a world-class 

infrastructure for R&D and skill 

development as well as encouraging 

the scientific community by providing 

adequate opportunities and better 

career options.” This is a significant 

step since students are increasingly 

moving away from the study of pure 

sciences and there has been a rapid 

commercialization and degradation of 

engineering education. 

The author argues that “the over 

emphasis on PhD degrees as a 

prerequisite for employment and 

mind-sets like ‘publish or perish’ are 

forcing scientists to publish half-baked 

results.” 

 

To tackle such issues, the policy 

outlines plans to give performance 

related rewards and to form new inter-

university centres. 

 

To realise these objectives, an increase 

in the gross expenditure on R&D, to 2 

per cent of GDP (what is currently less 

than 1%) in the next five years has 

been proposed. 

  

http://www.idsa.in/idsacomments/Indi

asNewSciencePolicyisaboutInnovatio

n_alele_090113 

Date Accessed: 10.1.2013 

(Hansa Kaul) 

 

Simultaneous 

Language 

Translation by 

Machines is Getting 

Closer 

(The Economist, 05 January, 2013) 

  

As Microsoft’s Chief Research 

Officer, Rick Rashid “spoke in 

English at a conference in Tianjin in 

October, his peroration was translated 

live into Mandarin, appearing first as 

subtitles on overhead video screens, 

and then as a computer-generated 

voice. Remarkably, the Chinese 

version of Mr Rashid’s speech shared 

the characteristic tones and inflections 

of his own voice.”Universal language 

interpreters have been part of science 

fiction for a long time now. But the 

best of science fiction has predicted 

the future accurately. Latest 

technological advancements have 

brought the dream of universal 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/columnists/item/53164-use-renewable-energy-in-farming.html
http://www.dailypioneer.com/columnists/item/53164-use-renewable-energy-in-farming.html
http://www.dailypioneer.com/columnists/item/53164-use-renewable-energy-in-farming.html
http://www.idsa.in/idsacomments/IndiasNewSciencePolicyisaboutInnovation_alele_090113
http://www.idsa.in/idsacomments/IndiasNewSciencePolicyisaboutInnovation_alele_090113
http://www.idsa.in/idsacomments/IndiasNewSciencePolicyisaboutInnovation_alele_090113


 

 

12 

SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

translators closer to reality. 

Companies such as Microsoft, NTT 

DoCoMo and independent inventors 

have unveiled latest developments in 

this field that are exciting. 

Translations between language sets 

such as English – Mandarin, Japanese, 

Korean, and Spanish have been 

demonstrated with varied success. The 

rate of errors has also gone down from 

1 error for 4 words to 1 in 8 in case of 

Microsoft’s system which uses neural 

networks which simulate human 

brain’s neuron structure. However 

there are still several hurdles such as 

lack of computing power in today’s 

mobile phones, need for supplemental 

devices such as laptops and goggles in 

some cases. “The most sophisticated 

technology currently belongs to 

Jibbigo, which has managed to 

squeeze speech recognition and a 

40,000-word vocabulary for ten 

languages into an app that runs on 

today’s smartphones without needing 

an internet connection at all.” 

 

http://www.economist.com/news/scien

ce-and-technology/21569014-

simultaneous-translation-computer-

getting-closer-conquering-babel 

(B. Varun Kumar Reddy) 

(Date accessed: 12.01.2013) 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

 

Study says Climate 

Change is Upon 

Bhutan 

(Chador Wangmo, Bhutan Observer, 

4 January, 2013) 

 

With changing weather conditions in 

Bhutan, the country has begun to 

witness erratic rainfall, crop and 

livestock diseases, landslides, water 

shortage, and hailstorms. This climate 

change has also affected the Jigme 

Singye Wangchuck National Park 

(JSWNP), a Bhutanese national park 

making the plants and animals 

vulnerable to this calamity. World 

Wide Fund (WWF) Bhutan, assessed 

that there has been an overall increase 

in temperature in the park. The 

National Environment Commission 

(NEC) published “The Second 

National Communication” (SNC) 

report to the UNFCCC stating that 

“climate is heavily influenced by the 

monsoon with 70 percent of 

precipitation falling during summer 

(June to September).” “The report also 

says that the rainfall and water 

availability differ spatially with most 

falling in the warm southern foothills 

and getting drier towards the cooler 

northern highlands.” This climate 

change has affected the farmers of the 

park as it has reduced crop yields and 

increased pests and disease outbreaks 

that ultimately reduce production of 

crops.  

 

http://www.bhutanobserver.bt/study-

says-climate-change-is-upon-bhutan 

(Date Accessed: 10.1.2013) 

(Ranjana Adhikari) 

 

Meghalaya’s Draft 

Water Act: Critical 

Issues Missing 

(Nitya Jacob, Down To Earth, 5 

December 2012) 

 

Meghalaya is currently in the process 

of formulating a comprehensive water 

act to deal with its water crisis but the 

draft Act has failed to respond to some 

of the crucial issues. The author feels 

that the draft water act omits 

conservation and management from 

the sustainability point of view. It only 

lays emphasis on the issue of 

management and does not say 

anything on the matter of protection 

and conservation. The Act clearly 

paves way for private ownership of 

water and elaborates on the rights and 

responsibilities of the individuals 

managing the water resources. The 

author says the management part of 

the Act “appears to be amateurishly 

drafted with no understanding of 

current water management or 

limitations of the resources.” The Act 

is also weak on the section of water 

supply and sewage which have 

become the highest priority today. The 

Act succeeds only on two parts- 

firstly, setting up of a water resources 

information system and secondly, its 

penal provisions in cases of violation 

of the Act. Essentially the draft Act 

falls short of answering to many 

important concerns related to 

conservation and “only serves to 

commodify water by providing a legal 

framework for private management.” 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/catego

ry/thesaurus/meghalaya-draft-water-

act 

Date accessed: 2.1.2013 

(Simi Sunny) 

 

Flood Management: 

Dutch Style 

(Sarah Goodyear, Atlantic Cities, 09 

January, 2013) 

  

The Dutch are world renowned for 

their expertise in flood control and 

management strategies. Their success 

in this area comes from the fact that 

they view water management as 

matter of life and death and approach 

it with a collective will that can be 

characterised in one flood control 

expert’s statement - “either we pulled 

together as a collective or got swept 

away as individuals.” Contrast this 

with the American experience, “In the 

U.S., because of the way federalism 

works, it makes it more difficult for 

the U.S. to have an applied holistic 

approach,” he says. The scarcity of 

http://www.economist.com/news/science-and-technology/21569014-simultaneous-translation-computer-getting-closer-conquering-babel
http://www.economist.com/news/science-and-technology/21569014-simultaneous-translation-computer-getting-closer-conquering-babel
http://www.economist.com/news/science-and-technology/21569014-simultaneous-translation-computer-getting-closer-conquering-babel
http://www.economist.com/news/science-and-technology/21569014-simultaneous-translation-computer-getting-closer-conquering-babel
http://www.bhutanobserver.bt/study-says-climate-change-is-upon-bhutan/
http://www.bhutanobserver.bt/study-says-climate-change-is-upon-bhutan/
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/category/thesaurus/meghalaya-draft-water-act
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/category/thesaurus/meghalaya-draft-water-act
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/category/thesaurus/meghalaya-draft-water-act


 

 

13 

SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

financial resources makes a concerted 

effort even harder to achieve, as 

competing interests clutch at every 

one of the dwindling dollars 

Washington is handing out.” 

They’ve done water management 

work in more than a dozen countries 

such as Thailand, Vietnam, Romania, 

Indonesia and the United States. “In 

the Netherlands, floods have been a 

part of life, and death, for at least 800 

years. That uncomfortable reality led 

not just to a series of engineering 

advances, but also to a robust 

governmental institution – the water 

boards, which emerged in the 13th 

century as the nation’s first 

democratically elected bodies. The 

Dutch have built dikes and levees and 

barriers, they have drained inland seas 

and reinforced beaches. They have 

piloted programs that allow water to 

flow rather than just trying to push it 

back, such as the “Room for the 

River” initiative. But the Dutch 

approach is about much more than 

engineering. It’s about governance, 

openness to new ideas, flexibility, and 

a willingness to realize that 

sometimes, when the common good is 

threatened, stubborn individualism is 

useless.”When it comes to water 

management, Americans are starting 

out way behind. Not only is there 

continuing denial about the growing 

risk and severity of flooding – 

especially as it relates to climate 

change – but in a large country such as 

ours, huge swaths of people can ignore 

the problem altogether. And our 

governmental structure, says Morris, 

reinforces the fragmented attitude. 

  

http://www.theatlanticcities.com/politi

cs/2013/01/were-together-what-dutch-

know-about-water-we-dont/4355/ 

(B. Varun Kumar Reddy) 

(Date accessed: 12.01.2013) 

 

 

 

AGRICULTURE 

 

Half of the World's 

Food 'Is Just 

Thrown Away' 

 (John Von Radowitz, The 

Independent, 10 January, 2013) 

 

A study done by the Institution of 

Mechanical Engineers has highlighted 

a staggering amount of food wasted 

and lost around the world. "Each year 

countries around the world produce 

some four billion tonnes of food, 

however, between 30% and 50% of 

this total, amounting to 1.2 to 2 billion 

tonnes, never gets eaten. As much as 

half of all the food produced in the 

world - 2 billion tonnes worth - ends 

up being thrown away." The waste is 

caused by a variety of reasons ranging 

from poor engineering and agricultural 

practices, inadequate transport and 

storage infrastructure through to 

supermarkets demanding cosmetically 

perfect foodstuffs,   poor engineering 

and agricultural practices, inadequate 

transport and storage infrastructure 

through to supermarkets demanding 

cosmetically perfect foodstuffs, buy-

one-get-one free offers which 

encourage consumers to overbuy, 

over-strict sell by dates and consumer 

fussiness.  

 

Along with the wastage in food, vast 

quantities of water are also wasted in 

global food production. "Around 550 

billion cubic meters of water is used to 

grow crops that never reach the 

consumer." This could have serious 

repercussions for water shortage 

considering the demand for water in 

food production could reach 10 to 13 

trillion cubic meters a year by 2050, 

according to the study.  

 

The enormous proportions of food 

wasted globally also amounts to an 

unnecessary wastage of the land, 

water and energy resources that were 

used in the production, processing and 

distribution of this food. The United 

Nations has predicted that by 2075 the 

world's population will reach around 

9.5 billion, resulting in an extra three 

billion mouths to feed. This also 

implies an added stress on the ability 

of the world to feed itself besides 

"global warming and and the growing 

popularity of meat, which requires 

around 10 times more resources than 

staple plant foods such as rice or 

potatoes. As water, land and energy 

resources come under increasing 

pressure from competing human 

demands, engineers will have a crucial 

role to play in preventing food loss 

and waste by developing more 

efficient ways of growing, 

transporting and storing foods." The 

study prescribes that "for this to 

happen governments, development 

agencies and organisation like the UN 

must work together to help change 

people's mindsets on waste and 

discourage wasteful practices by 

farmers, food producers, supermarkets 

and consumers." 

 

http://www.independent.co.uk/environ

ment/green-living/half-of-the-worlds-

food-is-just-thrown-away-

8445261.html 

Date Accessed: 10.01.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.theatlanticcities.com/politics/2013/01/were-together-what-dutch-know-about-water-we-dont/4355/
http://www.theatlanticcities.com/politics/2013/01/were-together-what-dutch-know-about-water-we-dont/4355/
http://www.theatlanticcities.com/politics/2013/01/were-together-what-dutch-know-about-water-we-dont/4355/
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/green-living/half-of-the-worlds-food-is-just-thrown-away-8445261.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/green-living/half-of-the-worlds-food-is-just-thrown-away-8445261.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/green-living/half-of-the-worlds-food-is-just-thrown-away-8445261.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/green-living/half-of-the-worlds-food-is-just-thrown-away-8445261.html
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GENDER 

 

How to Fix India's 

Male-Superiority 

Complex 

(Ranjani Iyer Mohanty, The 

Atlantic, 13 January, 2013) 

  

The recent rape of a 23 year old 

female student in Delhi has brought 

into sharp focus the insecurity 

surrounding women in India. While 

there have been demands for harsher 

laws, stricter enforcement and heavier 

punishments including death penalty, 

these measures can only treat the 

symptoms. The symptoms are a 

manifestation of deep rooted gender 

bias in India. “The preference for boys 

is so strong and so ingrained that it's 

rarely questioned. It's prevalent among 

all castes, economic classes, and 

genders.” “There is a long list of other 

forms of violence perpetrated against 

women throughout their lives, from 

the time they are yet unborn (female 

feticide), to when they are young girls 

(a severely skewed sex ratio for 

children under age six), to teenagers 

(malnutrition, anaemia, molestation), 

to adults (dowry deaths, maternal 

mortality, abuse), to the elderly 

(ostracism of widows).” The present 

anger should result in meaningful 

action. School programmes to 

sensitize kids about the need to treat 

women at par with men, gender 

sensitisation training to police force, 

wide publicity by celebrities against 

gender crimes will go a long way 

towards remedying the injustices 

against women in India. 

  

http://www.theatlantic.com/internation

al/archive/2013/01/how-to-fix-indias-

male-superiority-complex/267093/ 

(B. Varun Kumar Reddy) 

(Date accessed: 12.01.2013) 

Gender-Sensitivity 

Project for Cops 

Brings Change in 

Karnataka 

(Johnson T A, The Indian Express, 

10 January, 2013) 

  

The Karnataka Police has undertaken 

gender sensitisation training under an 

1.53 crore UNICEF funded ‘Gender 

Sensitisation and People Friendly 

Police Initiative’. Nearly 25% or 

around 18,000 personnel of the forces 

posted in Karnataka have received this 

training in the past 10 years. 

According to UNICEF, the focus of 

the programme is “attitudinal and 

behavioural change of police through 

an understanding of gender, power 

relations, prevalent patriarchal 

influences and changing social 

scenario.”  The training sought to 

attack the existing prejudices among 

the police such as domestic violence 

being a trivial issue, or that women 

and children ought to behave in a 

certain way, or even that rape victims 

are to blamed for what has happened 

to them. As part of the programme 

policemen are also imparted 

counselling skills and knowledge of 

social legislations specifically with 

focus on the role of the police in 

implementing these laws. A 2011 

evaluation by consultancy firm 

Deloitte found a perceptible positive 

change in police attitudes towards 

cases involving women and children. 

“Less than 20 per cent of the untrained 

respondents mentioned protecting 

women and child rights as one among 

their priority areas. As against this, 

nearly 80 per cent of the trained 

respondents specifically mentioned 

handling issues pertaining to women 

and children and protecting their rights 

as one of their focus areas,” the 

evaluation reported. The people 

involved with the programme feel that 

it may be another decade before a 

more perceptible change is visible. 

Meghalaya and Rajasthan are among 

other states that have also showed an 

interest in these trainings. have shown  

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/g

endersensitivity-project-for-cops-

brings-change-in-karnataka/1057168/0 

(B. Varun Kumar Reddy) 

(Date accessed: 12.01.2013) 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

 

Efforts Towards 

Affirmative Action 

by the Private 

Sector 

(Press Information Bureau (PIB), 09 

January, 2013) 

 

A meeting was convened by Ms. 

Kumari Selja, Minister of Social 

Justice & Empowerment on 9 January 

“to take an update on the progress 

made by the private sector in regard to 

the Affirmative Action for the benefit 

of weaker sections, especially the 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes.” 

The representatives from three 

foremost industry chambers including 

CII, FICCI and ASSOCHAM 

presented a brief on the different 

actions being taken by them in the 

fields of “Employment, 

Employability, Entrepreneurship 

development and education of the 

weaker sections of the society.” They 

appreciated the efforts being made by 

the Government to introduce 

affirmative action for weaker sections 

in the private sector and reaffirmed 

their commitment towards ensuring 

inclusive growth. 

 

http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2013/01/how-to-fix-indias-male-superiority-complex/267093/
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2013/01/how-to-fix-indias-male-superiority-complex/267093/
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2013/01/how-to-fix-indias-male-superiority-complex/267093/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/gendersensitivity-project-for-cops-brings-change-in-karnataka/1057168/0
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/gendersensitivity-project-for-cops-brings-change-in-karnataka/1057168/0
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/gendersensitivity-project-for-cops-brings-change-in-karnataka/1057168/0
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“The Minister of Social Justice & 

Empowerment advised the chambers 

to take the following actions:  

 

i) The chambers have made a good 

beginning in the direction of 

affirmative action yet, more needs 

to be done. For this purpose, the 

on-going efforts of the chambers 

have to be intensified.  

ii) A high degree of focus should be 

placed on skill development and 

the promotion of entrepreneurship 

qualities among the members of 

the weaker sections of society.  

iii) The success stories should be 

publicised widely which would 

have a positive impact on the 

mind-set of the people towards 

the weaker sections, which, in 

turn, would be a key factor for 

ensuring their inclusive growth.  

iv) The chambers should organise 

more and more events, in this 

direction and due publicity should 

be given for creating awareness 

about it.  

v) The initiatives taken by the 

chambers should be displayed on 

their websites. The Website of the 

Ministry may have a link to these 

websites.” 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?

relid=91445 

Date Accessed: 10.01.2013 

(Anjora Sarangi) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELDERLY 

 

More Elderly 

Women in India: 

UNFPA 

(Radhika Halder, Open, 02-06 

January, 2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A United Nations Population Fund 

(UNFPA) report titled 'Ageing in the 

Twenty first Century: A Celebration 

and a Challenge' suggests that India 

will have more women than men in its 

population above 60 years of age. In a 

country where female infanticide and 

foeticide are common phenomena, the 

reasons for the large female to male 

ratio in the 60+ category are 

“increased life expectancy and 

prolonged longevity of women.” In 

2012, for every 100 women aged 60, 

there are 84 men, and the proportion 

of women rises further with age. 

Matthew Cherian, chief executive of 

UNFPA, India, says, “Currently the 

population of elderly people in India is 

100 million, of which 22 million are 

widows, and India will have more 

widows and people living beyond 100 

years by 2050.” While both men and 

women face discrimination, 

vulnerability of elderly women is 

comparatively more.  Hence, Mr. 

Cherian feels that the Government 

should “formulate policies that favour 

women and work on enhancing 

pension and social security because 

patriarchy in society will create only 

more problems for them.” 

 

http://www.openthemagazine.com/sho

rts/smallworld/2013-01-05#3 

Date Accessed: 06. 01. 2013 

(Amrutha Jose) 

 

 

 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=91445
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=91445
http://www.openthemagazine.com/shorts/smallworld/2013-01-05#3
http://www.openthemagazine.com/shorts/smallworld/2013-01-05#3
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INDIA IN THE 

WORLD 

 

UN Asks India and 

Pakistan to De-

Escalate Tension 

Through Dialogue 

(One India News, 10 January, 2013) 

 

Following the recent killing of two 

Indian soldiers by Pakistani troops, the 

UN Military Observer Group in India 

and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) has urged 

both nations to respect the ceasefire 

along the Line of Control and de-

escalate tensions through dialogue. 

The UN Secretary General’s 

spokesperson Martin Nesirky said that 

“the UNMOGIP has received an 

"official complaint" from the Pakistan 

army regarding the incident on Jan 6 

in which the Pakistan army said one of 

its soldiers was killed in cross border 

firing. India has said its troops 

retaliated after unprovoked shelling by 

Pakistan destroyed a home.” There has 

been no official complaint on the Jan 8 

alleged incident from either the Indian 

or Pakistani army. The UNMOGIP 

will conduct an investigation on this 

issue as soon as possible and 

according to its mandate. At present, 

around 40 UN military observers are 

monitoring the ceasefire in Kashmir 

monitor which was officially agreed in 

1949. 

 

http://news.oneindia.in/2013/01/10/un

-asks-ind-pak-to-de-escalate-tension-

through-dialogue-1128494.html 

Date Accessed: 10.01.2013 

(Anjora Sarangi) 

 

 
 

 

Indian Medicines 

for Iran's Patients 
Vijay Prashad, Asia Times, 9 

January, 2013 
  

The UN Security Council sanctions 

and the further embargo by the United 

States and European Union on Iran 

have adversely affected Indo-Iranian 

Relations. The intense international 

political pressure may have compelled 

India to turn away from Iranian oil, 

but it has not completely disrupted the 

relations between the 2 countries. This 

idea has been reinforced by the recent 

visit of a business delegation from the 

Pharmaceutical Export Promotion 

Council of India (Pharmexcil) to 

Teheran between December 17 and 

19, 2012. 

 

 One of the gravest repercussions of 

Iran political-economic isolation has 

been the acute shortage of 

pharmaceutical goods in Iran. Though 

it has been a longstanding policy of 

the United States not to target Iranian 

imports of humanitarian items, such as 

food, medicine etc., yet the financial 

sanctions they have imposed have 

made it vastly more difficult for 

Iranian importers to pay for these 

items, effectively barring their 

transfer. 

 

Given this critical situation in Iran, 

India has stepped in through the 

Pharmexcil visit in a highly 

constructive way which can prove to 

be crucial for the Iranian Healthcare 

sector.   

 

The author points out that though Iran 

may not have sufficient foreign 

currency for its much needed imports, 

but the oil exports to India have 

created a treasury of Indian rupees in 

Indian banks that are owned by Iran. If 

Iran could convert these idle rupees 

into Indian pharmaceuticals, it would 

solve both its problems of shortage of 

drugs and paralysis of that money. 

Annually, India has a $10 billion 

deficit against its import of Iranian oil 

and this venture with Iran in 

healthcare could prove to be a great 

opportunity for India as well. 

 

 After the Pharmexcil visit to Tehran, 

the Iranian government has handed 

over to Indians, a list of products that 

are urgently needed and have even 

agreed to bypass production 

registration requirements. 

If the Indian pharmaceutical 

companies supply the medicines on 

the list, it would be the largest export 

of Indian drugs to date. 

  

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Middle

_East/OA09Ak01.html 

Date Accessed: 10.1.2013 

(Hansa Kaul) 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

AFFAIRS 

 

Hamid Karzai to 

Discuss Security 

Issues with Obama 

After the 

Withdrawal of 

American Troops in 

2013 

(Based on: C. Raja Mohan, The 

Indian Express, 9 January, 2013)  

 

Afghanistan President, Hamid Karzai 

is going to be in Washington this week 

discussing with the Obama 

administration, the organization of the 

American withdrawal from 

Afghanistan through 2013-2014. It 

was in May 2012 that President 

Obama signed a partnership 

agreement with Afghanistan “to 

underline America’s strong 

commitment to the security and 

stability of Afghanistan.” According 

to this article, “there are deep 

differences in Washington on the 

http://news.oneindia.in/2013/01/10/un-asks-ind-pak-to-de-escalate-tension-through-dialogue-1128494.html
http://news.oneindia.in/2013/01/10/un-asks-ind-pak-to-de-escalate-tension-through-dialogue-1128494.html
http://news.oneindia.in/2013/01/10/un-asks-ind-pak-to-de-escalate-tension-through-dialogue-1128494.html
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Middle_East/OA09Ak01.html
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Middle_East/OA09Ak01.html
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structuring of the transition.” The 

article mentions that President Obama 

has decided that by the end of 2014, 

the American armed forces “will end 

their combat role in Afghanistan,” and 

focus on training and assisting the 

Afghan armed forces.  This has led to 

differences of opinion in the political 

spheres as liberals in the Obama 

administration and Democratic party 

demand a steady withdrawal and 

handover of responsibilities through 

2013; followed by considering a 

“residual” army of 3000,6000 or 9000 

to remain in Afghanistan. The 

“residual” forces would be focussed 

on attacking the bases of Al-Qaeda 

and its links in the nearby areas of 

Afghanistan. The article also states 

that Washington and Kabul are 

negotiating “the ‘status of forces 

agreement’ (SOFA) that will identify 

the legal terms under which the US 

forces will operate, and the nature of 

American control over its military 

bases in Afghanistan.” 

 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/k

arzai-in-dc/1056427/ 

(Date Accessed: 9.1.2013) 

(Ranjana Adhikari) 

 

Turkish diplomat 

Sinirlioglu in Russia to 

hold new round of talks 

on Syria 

(Hurriyet Daily News, 10 January, 2013) 

 

The article states that a senior undersecretary 

of the Turkish Foreign Ministry, Feridun 

Sinirlioğlu arrived at Russia for a series of 

talks along with the Syrian crisis. The article 

mentions that “Turkey would propose 

“concrete” proposals to Russia, claiming that 

Moscow had realized that a transition process 

involving President Bashar al-Assad was no 

longer possible. The diplomat, however, 

added that Russia had told Turkey they would 

not “persuade” al-Assad to leave his post.” 

Feridun Sinirlioğlu will also be visiting 

Washington from January 14-16 and meet his 

counterparts discussing issues including the 

conflict in Syria, Iraq, Iran’s nuclear 

programme and “the implementation of 

sanctions and other bilateral and international 

issues.” Most importantly, the discussion 

between these officials will be revolving 

around “Turkish energy companies’ activities 

in northern Iraq, as Washington fears the 

contacts could push Baghdad closer toward 

Tehran and threaten Iraq’s unity” 

 

http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkish-

diplomat-sinirlioglu-in-russia-to-hold-new-

round-of-talks-on-

syria.aspx?pageID=238&nID=38745&NewsC

atID=359 

(Date Accessed: 10.1.2013) 

(Ranjana Adhikari) 

 

SOUTH ASIA 

 

Introduction of 

China’s Domestic 

Satellite 

Navigation 

Network 

(Michael Richardson, The Japan 

Times, 10 January, 2013) 

  

China has recently opened its 

domestic satellite navigation 

network called Beidou for 

commercial use in the Asia pacific 

region. It proposes to offer an 

alternative to the already established 

global positioning system of the US. 

This development poses a challenge 

to the supremacy of the US, Russia, 

Europe and Japan. “Until now, the 

use of the Beidou network has been 

restricted to the Chinese armed 

forces and government.” One 

primary reason for China to launch 

this network stems from the concern 

that it would be denied access to 

foreign GPS in a conflict. “Beidou’s 

expansion also reflects a surge in the 

launching of other Chinese satellites 

that are of even greater military 

significance.” It is important for 

China to develop reliable satellite 

communications to operate further 

offshore. Though China’s space 

technology may not have reached 

the level of the US and other space 

faring nations yet, the advances 

made are significant. 

  

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/eo

20130110mr.html 

Date Accessed: 10.01.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

 

 

EAST AND 

SOUTH EAST 

ASIA 

 

Fighting 

Corruption in 

China 

(Rita Alvarez Tudela, Al Jazeera, 07 

January, 2013) 

 

 “China witnessed the revelations of 

massive corruption scandals in 2012. 

From revelations of the vast wealth 

held by Premier Wen Jiabao to the 

downfall of Chongqing party chief Bo 

Xilai, whose wife was convicted of 

murdering a British businessman.” 

“Corruption reaches deep into China's 

political system” and the latest proof 

of this came from President Hu 

Jintao’s speech at the recent 

Communist Party Congress in 

November 2012. The President in his 

speech called for combating 

corruption and promoting political 

integrity. He said that the first step 

towards this goal would be to improve 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/karzai-in-dc/1056427/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/karzai-in-dc/1056427/
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/tag/Russia
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkish-diplomat-sinirlioglu-in-russia-to-hold-new-round-of-talks-on-syria.aspx?pageID=238&nID=38745&NewsCatID=359
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkish-diplomat-sinirlioglu-in-russia-to-hold-new-round-of-talks-on-syria.aspx?pageID=238&nID=38745&NewsCatID=359
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkish-diplomat-sinirlioglu-in-russia-to-hold-new-round-of-talks-on-syria.aspx?pageID=238&nID=38745&NewsCatID=359
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkish-diplomat-sinirlioglu-in-russia-to-hold-new-round-of-talks-on-syria.aspx?pageID=238&nID=38745&NewsCatID=359
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkish-diplomat-sinirlioglu-in-russia-to-hold-new-round-of-talks-on-syria.aspx?pageID=238&nID=38745&NewsCatID=359
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/eo20130110mr.html
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/text/eo20130110mr.html


 

 

18 

SECTION 4:  INDIA AND THE WORLD 

the freedom of press and strengthen 

the ability of public monitoring via 

media."Combating corruption and 

promoting political integrity is a major 

political issue. If we fail to handle it, it 

could prove fatal to the party and even 

cause the collapse of the party and the 

fall of the state," Hu said.The Chinese 

president called on leading officials to 

"both exercise strict self-discipline and 

strengthen education and supervision 

over their family and staff.” 

 

 

The Transparency International’s 

Index of state corruption places China 

at the 80th rank out of 176 countries. 

“The placing shows that this issue will 

remain on the table for the term of 

China's newest Communist Party 

leaders.” Several individual 

reprimands of corruption have been 

carried out but no large institutional 

changes have been taken to combat 

corruption in the long run. 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/feat

ures/2012/12/201212277555440672.ht

ml 

Date Accessed: 09.01.2013 

(Anjora Sarangi) 

 

Chinese 

Government to 

Reform its 

Controversial 

Labor Detention 

System 

(UPI.com, 8 January, 2013) 

 

China's official news agency, Xinhua, 

reported on 7th January, 2013 that the 

government would advance reforms in 

its controversial Re-education-

Through-Labor detention system, the 

ending of which is sought by a 

growing number of Chinese political 

activists. The system allows police to 

detain people for up to four years 

without an open trial, leading experts 

to argue that it contradicts high-level 

laws, including China's Constitution.  

According to Human Rights Watch, 

this police run system has been in 

place since the 1950s and has held at 

least 160,000 Chinese without trial. 

For instance, a village leader was 

recently sentenced to two years in a 

labor camp for spreading "negative 

information" about the government. 

Referring to the government decision 

to reform the system, Sophie 

Richardson, director of Chinese 

programs at Human Rights Watch 

says, "This decision, if it truly put an 

end to Re-Education Through Labor, 

would be an indisputable step towards 

establishing rule of law in China.”  

 

http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Speci

al/2013/01/08/Chinese-prison-

reforms-met-with-caution/UPI-

19591357672503/#ixzz2HZHQ7ST5 

Date Accessed: 09. 01. 2013 

(Amrutha Jose) 

 

AFRICA 

 

Development 

Challenges for 

Africa in 2013 

(Mwangi S. Kimenyi, Brookings, 08 

January, 2013) 

  

“The Brookings Africa Growth 

Initiative 2013 Foresight Africa report 

highlights some of the key issues and 

events that are likely to impact 

Africa’s development this year.” The 

author points out issues from last year 

that continue to remain a priority to 

policy makers today. Some of these 

issues include inclusive growth, 

regional integration, youth and jobs. 

“Although most of the African 

countries have experienced decent 

growth rates for over a decade, the 

benefits of this growth have not been 

widely shared and have instead been 

concentrated among just a few 

members of the population.” As a 

result, the continent has experienced 

increasing disparity of incomes and 

overall human development which can 

potentially lead to political instability 

and unsustainable growth. Therefore 

the author stresses the need to 

implement workable strategies to 

ensure that growth is inclusive. 

Sustained growth in Africa can be 

achieved through regional 

integration, “especially through the 

facilitation of intra-Africa trade.” 

Probably the most daunting challenge 

to regional integration is Africa’s huge 

infrastructure deficit, a great 

opportunity for international investors. 

This can only be achieved through 

political will on part of the African 

leadership and international support. 

 

One of the key challenges for Africa is 

the joblessness among the youth. 

Africa has the youngest population in 

the world which could either be a 

blessing or a curse, however most of 

this population is low skilled or 

unemployed. Though most African 

countries have vast natural resource 

reserves, they continue to be the 

poorest, marred by civil conflict. 

“They are also often characterized by 

high levels of civil conflict and 

corruption. In recent years, many 

African countries have discovered 

more and new resources especially 

natural gas and oil. This means that 

natural resources will continue to be 

very important to Africa’s 

development but only if appropriate 

institutions for their governance are 

in place.” 

 

“Finally, a crucial theme for Africa’s 

development is the efficient and 

effective delivery of services—

http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2012/12/201212277555440672.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2012/12/201212277555440672.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2012/12/201212277555440672.html
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Special/2013/01/08/Chinese-prison-reforms-met-with-caution/UPI-19591357672503/#ixzz2HZHQ7ST5
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Special/2013/01/08/Chinese-prison-reforms-met-with-caution/UPI-19591357672503/#ixzz2HZHQ7ST5
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Special/2013/01/08/Chinese-prison-reforms-met-with-caution/UPI-19591357672503/#ixzz2HZHQ7ST5
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Special/2013/01/08/Chinese-prison-reforms-met-with-caution/UPI-19591357672503/#ixzz2HZHQ7ST5
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education, health, water and 

sanitation.” Poor governance and 

weak accountability has led to several 

African Countries to deviate from the 

track of achieving the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDG). 

“Evidence shows that the poor quality 

of service delivery in Africa has less 

to do with resources and much more to 

the poor governance and weak 

accountability; for example, often 

teachers and medical personnel do not 

show up for work and, when they do, 

they are not accountable if they do not 

perform well. Therefore, in order to 

meet the MDGs in 2015, a strong 

focus should be placed on the 

governance of delivering services and 

increasing accountability.” 

 

http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/up-

front/posts/2013/01/08-africa-

development-kimenyi 

Date Accessed: 10.01.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

 

EUROPE 

 

Separatism in 

Europe 

(Mohan Murti, Business Line, 08 

January, 2013) 

 

The writer describes the various forms 

in which the strategy of “Divide and 

Rule” is resurging in Europe. 

Separatist movements fuelled by 

credit crunch, debt crisis, 

unemployment and low growth rates 

have spread across many European 

countries and the following are some 

examples. 

Belgium: Even while European Union 

is celebrating the Nobel Peace Prize it 

won for advancing peace and 

reconciliation, Belgium- considered 

the engine of EU- is disturbed by 

many separatist movements. While 

Flanders region wants to acquire 

autonomy, “a separatist party that won 

municipal elections in Antwerp wants 

to use the city as a base for breaking 

away from Belgium.” 

Spain: Catalonia (the economic engine 

for Spain), Galicia and the Basque 

region are eager to leave Spain. Spain 

has “handed over the reins of 

government to its autonomous regions 

and it will be very difficult to take 

them back.” 

Italy: The separatist movements in 

Lombardy region of Northern Italy 

and Sicily want to secede from the 

country. “In South Tyrol, separatists 

are demanding that 90 per cent of tax 

revenue collected in the wealthy 

province be returned to the region.” 

Germany: While it doesn’t have a 

separatist movement, “the prosperous 

states of Baden Wuertemberg and 

Bavaria have challenged, in court, a 

fiscal balancing system that makes 

them hand over some revenue to 

poorer federal states.” 

France: The Breton Revolutionary 

Army has been seeking the 

independence of Bretagne since 

1970s. The descendants of Celts who 

came from British Isles consider 

themselves distinct from the rest of the 

French. 

Switzerland: The Front for the 

Liberation of Jura has been demanding 

Jura’s independence for over 30 years. 

From the large spread of Separatist 

movements, it seems like Europe’s 

separatists are increasingly working 

together and inspiring each other. 

 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/

opinion/columns/mohan-

murti/separatism-in-

europe/article4287355.ece 

Date Accessed: 09. 01. 2013 

(Amrutha Jose) 

 

 

Emergence of a 

New Era in Serbia 

(William Infante, United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP), 

09 January, 2013) 

  

The author, who is leading the UNDP 

presence in Serbia, highlights the 

positive reform measures taken by the 

Serbian government to improve 

infrastructure, consolidate democracy, 

build a more inclusive economy, and 

establish credible mechanisms to fight 

corruption. According to the author 

there has been swift and substantive 

progress since 2001, when the country 

was still marred by years of conflict. 

“The country is emerging as a 

powerful source of security and 

stability in the region.” 

 

The government has adopted 

governance initiatives aimed explicitly 

at promoting accountability, reducing 

vulnerability and risk of loss, and 

building the credibility and legitimacy 

of state institutions. “Ministries are 

also moving to adopt individual anti-

corruption strategies known as 

integrity plans, and dozens of 

investigations have opened since the 

new government took office barely six 

months ago.” In order to promote 

accountability and reduce 

vulnerability in the nation, Parliament 

is engaged in more robust review and 

scrutiny. Its Speaker, Nebojsa 

Stefanovic, is spearheading a new 

initiative with UNDP to strengthen 

parliamentary oversight of spending. 

Though major strides have been taken 

towards development, efforts still have 

to be made to address issues such as 

unemployment which remains one of 

the most significant tasks for the 

country for 2013. 

  

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/

home/ourperspective/ourperspectivear

ticles/2013/01/09/in-serbia-a-new-era-

http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/up-front/posts/2013/01/08-africa-development-kimenyi
http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/up-front/posts/2013/01/08-africa-development-kimenyi
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http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/columns/mohan-murti/separatism-in-europe/article4287355.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/columns/mohan-murti/separatism-in-europe/article4287355.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/columns/mohan-murti/separatism-in-europe/article4287355.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/columns/mohan-murti/separatism-in-europe/article4287355.ece
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/ourperspective/ourperspectivearticles/2013/01/09/in-serbia-a-new-era-and-new-social-contract-are-emerging.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/ourperspective/ourperspectivearticles/2013/01/09/in-serbia-a-new-era-and-new-social-contract-are-emerging.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/ourperspective/ourperspectivearticles/2013/01/09/in-serbia-a-new-era-and-new-social-contract-are-emerging.html
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and-new-social-contract-are-

emerging.html 

Date Accessed: 10.01.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

 

AMERICAS 

 

Brazil’s Food 

Procurement 

System: An 

Example to Learn 

From 

(Kei Otsuki, Countercurrents, 6 

January, 2013) 

 

Brazil has set an example for the 

developing countries with its changes 

in public sector food procurement 

system. The decentralization and 

localization process has significantly 

improved the quality of school meals 

across the country. Brazil shifted 

public food procurement from an 

industrialized and centralized system 

to a localized farm system over the 

past 15 years. This brought nutrition 

and sustainability and promoted the 

local sourcing of fresh agricultural 

produce for school meals. 

 

Such programs enhanced the 

production and distribution capacity of 

local farmers’ cooperatives, actively 

involved citizen-consumers in 

negotiations with local authorities and 

created an institutional framework that 

guaranteed the quality of food used. 

This structure of decentralization in 

school-feeding programmes has also 

been followed by countries like Japan 

and Italy and has proved quite 

successful in improving the quality of 

food. The school food procurement in 

Brazil demonstrates how 

decentralization of such programmes 

has allowed citizen-consumers to 

design a local economy which focuses 

on quality and thus improves 

livelihoods. 

 

http://www.countercurrents.org/otsuki

060113.htm 

Date accessed: 11.1.2013 

(Simi Sunny) 

 

Prospect to End Oil 

Monopoly 

(Gal Luft, Foreign Policy, January 

2013) 

 

The author presents an opportunity to 

end the monopoly of oil as the fuel for 

vehicles with the introduction of the 

open-fuel-standard bill by President 

Obama. It will be a historic legislation 

ensuring that new vehicles sold in 

United States are open to some sort of 

fuel competition. The law would allow 

automakers to choose whether they 

want to go the least costly route -- 

liquid-fuel choice -- or some other 

pathway. The new vehicles would 

then create the demand that would 

spur increases in the production 

capacity of competing fuels. 

 

Currently almost all of the 14 million 

vehicles in United States run on oil 

which is either gasoline or diesel. This 

monopoly has had a significant impact 

on not only America’s economy but 

also economies around the world. 

“Oil-price spikes have the power to 

reduce consumer confidence, trigger 

recessions, and inflate the country's 

trade deficit.” The strategic 

importance of oil will be greatly 

diminished as we explore the cheap 

options like natural gas and methanol 

as fuel for vehicles. The legislation is 

not expected to be opposed by any 

major sections since it has the 

potential to trigger the use of cheap 

and alternative fuel and end the age of 

oil monopoly. 

 

http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles

/2013/01/02/the_second_coming?page

=0,7 

Date accessed: 12.1.2013 

(Simi Sunny) 
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BOOKS 

India’s Foreign 

Policy 

(K.P. Fabian, Frontline, 12-25 

January, 2013) 

 
 

In ‘India’s Foreign Policy’, 

Muchkund Dubey traces the evolution 

of India’s foreign policy and also 

gives his recommendations on the path 

India should follow . The primary 

purpose of any country’s foreign 

policy is to promote its national 

interest and security is the pre-eminent 

national interest. The author defines 

security in a holistic manner 

comprising military and non military 

dimensions. He believes that India’s 

foreign policy should contribute to 

world peace and prosperity and he 

does not agree with the view that 

aiming for world peace can harm 

national interest. 

The author states that in the initial 

years of independence, India’s foreign 

policy served its interests but in later 

years of the Nehruvian Era, it became 

evident that the policy had lost its 

effectiveness. Following this, India 

faced a major setback in the 1962 war 

and this downhill trend was only 

reversed with the economic reforms in 

the 1990s. The international scenario 

at this point though, was not 

favourable, as the end of the Cold War 

did not result in the emergence of a 

peaceful world order. 

One of the major threats to India’s 

security is the military bases and the 

deployment of nuclear forces of the 

extra-regional powers in close vicinity 

to India. Further, Pakistan poses a 

direct threat to India’s security. “The 

author is of the opinion that India 

tends to rely too much on the U.S. to 

solve its problems with Pakistan. 

Russia is important and relations with 

that country should be strengthened.” 

Muchkund Dubey urges India “to 

work for the strengthening of the 

U.N., a new international financial 

architecture and a nuclear weapon-free 

world, to combat protectionism and 

neo-protectionism, and to form a 

united front at the climate-change 

negotiations” to enhance its foreign 

policy. 

 

http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories

/20130125300108100.htm 

Date Accessed: 09.01.2013 

(Anjora Sarangi) 

   

“Intelligent 

Governance for the 

21st Century: A 

Middle Way 

between West and 

East” 

(Authors: Nicolas Berggruen, 

Nathan Gardels) 

(Reviewed by Tom Plate, Khaleej 

Times, 01 January, 2013) 

 
Lee Kuan Yew, Singapore’s founding 

leader, once said: “I do not believe 

that one-man, one-vote, in either the 

US format or the British format or the 

French format, is the final position. I 

mean, human society will change over 

the years.” The provocative new book 

“Intelligent Governance for the 21st 

Century” seems to be in agreement 

with Yew as it accepts that these 

formats of governance are not apt and 

proposes “a middle way” between 

west and east as remedy. 

 

The authors feel that western 

democracy is bogged down in 

“dysfunction and decay” and “is no 

more self-correcting than China’s 

authoritarianism.”  They propose a 

new kind of democracy that would be 

insulated from its worst excesses 

without eliminating citizen 

participation. The middle way 

envisioned here is a “knowledge 

democracy” fused with an 

“accountable meritocracy.”  Through 

this, the authors are firstly seeking to 

create a political system that has only 

negative incentives for short term 

satiation. Secondly, they are laying out 

a new political archetype, which has a 

fusion of Plato’s people oriented spirit 

with John Rawl’s systematic 

democratic approach. While the 

blueprint that the book presents for the 

proposed system of governance is 

complex, it makes us contemplate 

about the working of our current 

http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories/20130125300108100.htm
http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories/20130125300108100.htm
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systems and start imagining a new 

structure of governance. 

 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/kt-

article-display-

1.asp?xfile=/data/editorschoice/2013/J

anuary/editorschoice_January1.xml&s

ection=editorschoice 

Date Accessed: 05. 01. 2013 

(Amrutha Jose) 

 

The Power of 

Promise 
M.V. Renguin Books India, 31  
While nuclear power has been held 

out as “possibly the most important 

source of energy for India”, this book 

tells the other side of the story, 

describing the latent dangers of this 

form of energy. Physicist and writer, 

M.V. Ramana gives a detailed account 

of how “ever-present risk of 

catastrophic accidents is heightened 

by observed organizational 

inadequacies at nuclear facilities.” He 

points out that “nuclear power has 

been more expensive than 

conventional forms of electricity 

generation” and is not as safe and 

cheap as is being projected by those 

with vested interests. He also 

highlights the correlations which have 

been made between existing nuclear 

fuel cycle facilities and impacts on 

public health and the environment.” 

  

http://www.penguinbooksindia.com/e

n/content/power-promise 

Date accessed: 9.1.2013 

(Hansa Kaul) 
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