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HEADLINES 

Pesticide regulation in India is governed by two different bodies:- 

1. Central Insecticides Board and Registration Committee (CIBRC) 

Some responsibilities include: Registering pesticides for crops, advising 

central and state governments on technical issues related to manufacture, use 

and safety issues related to pesticides. 

 

2. Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 

The FSSAI was established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006. 

The FSSAI sets the maximum residue limits of pesticides for the crops that it 

has been registered for and in food commodities. 

 

In addition, State Agriculture Universities (SAUs), State Agriculture Departments 

(SADs) and other institutions related to specific crops like National Horticultural 

Board (NHB) and Spices Board of India make another set of recommendations for 

agricultural practices including use of pesticides. These recommendations are 

needed considering the local needs of the states and research about specific crops, 

their diseases and insects. 

 

 

Cover Story 
 

JPC 

Recommendations 

on Pesticide 

Regulation Not 

Followed Properly: 

CSE Study 

  
 
In 2003, a Joint Parliamentary 

Committee (JPC) was set up on 

Pesticide Residues in and Safety 

Standards for Soft Drinks, Fruit Juices 

and Other Beverages. The JPC was set 

up after Centre for Science and 

Environment (CSE) released its report 

on pesticide residues in carbonated 

beverages of various brands. The 

committee was to review the veracity 

of the CSE study and to suggest the 

criteria for evolving standards for soft 

drinks, fruit juices and other 

beverages. In the course of its review 

the committee found loopholes in 

the pesticide regulations as well as 

their implementation.  

In 2005, the JPC set out a clear 

agenda for Governments to ensure the 

safety use of pesticides. The 

committee made the following broad 

recommendations: 

1. Make mandatory the setting of 

maximum residue limits (MRL) 

for pesticides before registering it 

2. Setting MRLs for deemed 

registered pesticides 

3. Reviewing the set MRLs for 

compliance with the Acceptable 

Daily Intake (ADI) of pesticides 

and monitoring pesticide residues 

regularly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A study by the CSE- State of Pesticide 

Regulation in India, found that 

recommendations of the JPC have 

not been followed properly since 

they were first made in 2005. 

According to the findings of the study: 

 

1. MRLs have not been set for all 

the crops these pesticides have 

been registered for- of the 234 

pesticides registered in the 

country, the FSSAI has not set 

MRLs for 59 pesticides. 

2. A few MRLs have been set for 

crops for which the corresponding 

pesticide is not registered. 

3. A review of MRLs status of 20 

commonly used and 

recommended pesticides showed 

that the MRLs set for 18 

pesticides are not complete. 

4. MRLs have been set for broad 

groups like fruits, vegetables and 

food grains rather than specific 

crops while the pesticides have 

been registered for specific crops. 

5. The Theoretical Maximum Daily 

Intakes (TMDI) of 7 pesticides 

was above the corresponding 

ADIs for adults while TMDIs for 

9 pesticides was higher than ADI 

for children. (The TMDIs refer to 

the TMDIs calculated during the 

study undertaken by CSE) 

6. The pesticide recommendations 

made by state agriculture 

universities, agricultural 

departments and other boards for 

a crop have not been registered 

for some crops. 

 

 

7. The recommendations for 

‘waiting periods’ of many 

pesticides have not been 

completed. 

8.  

Pesticide Regulation in India 

India regulates its pesticides under the 

Insecticides Act 1968. The 

Insecticides Act 1968 will be replaced 

by the Pesticides Management Bill 

2008, which has been pending in the 

Parliament. The Bill was introduced in 

the Rajya Sabha on 21
st
 October, 

2008.  The Parliamentary Standing 

Committee on Agriculture 

(Chairperson: Shri Mohan Singh) 

submitted its report on February 18
th

, 

2009. Currently the Insecticides Act 

does not regulate residue limits.  The 

Prevention of Food Adulteration Act, 

1954 provides for residue limits on 

food items.  This Act is being replaced 

by the Food Safety and Standards Act, 

2006, which exempts farmers from its 

provisions.   Under this Act, no article 

of food can contain pesticide residues 

in excess of tolerance limits specified 

by regulations. 

Pesticides are the chemical products 

used for plant protection. They include 

Insecticides, Fungicides, Herbicides 

and plant growth regulators. Residues 

of pesticides may remain in treated 

products and get into human food 

chain. These residues should not 

exceed a limit above which they may 

pose risks to human health. The 

concepts of Maximum Residue 

Limits (MRLs), Acceptable Daily 
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Intake (ADI) and Theoretical 

Maximum Daily Intake (TMDI) for 

pesticides have been devised to keep 

a check on the pesticides’ residues 

in food chain and keep them within 

safe limits.  

Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) 
are the maximum residues of 

pesticides, which may be expected in a 

product treated with them, considering 

that Good Agricultural Practices have 

been followed. ADI is the maximum 

intake of pesticide that can be 

tolerated from all dietary sources in a 

day without posing any chronic health 

risk. TMDI is an estimate of the 

maximum intake of the pesticide with 

the existing MRLs for a person 

following a particular dietary practice.  

Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) 
have been defined as "practices that 

address environmental, economic and 

social sustainability for on-farm 

processes, and result in safe and 

quality food and non-food agricultural 

products" by the Food and Agriculture 

Organization. In India, the Bureau of 

Indian Standards (BIS) adopted the 

‘Requirements for Good Agricultural 

Practices’ in 2010. It recommends 

practices for every stage of farming 

from land preparation to post harvest 

supply chain. 

The determination of MRL is, thus, a 

multi-step process. First, the residue 

levels are set by supervised field trials 

for various crops a pesticide has been 

registered for. Then, TMDI is 

calculated by estimating the total 

intake of pesticide from all possible 

sources taking into account the MRLs 

that have been set. ADI is determined 

from the available toxicological data 

and usually involves finding the 

maximum dose that would produce 

no adverse effects in a lifetime. If the 

TMDI exceeds the ADI, for a 

particular set of MRLs then the 

conditions prescribed under Good 

Agricultural Practices are modified to 

lower them (Fig 1 below). If that is not 

possible, the pesticide is declared 

unsuitable for the crop and any 

amount of it cannot be tolerated in the 

crop. It is also important that the 

MRLs set take care of the all age 

groups and both the sexes. 

 

 

 

 

Status of JPC recommendations 

1. Recommendation on 

Registration Procedure not 

followed 

In 2003, the JPC had directed the 

Registration Committee to discontinue 

the practice of registering pesticides 

without setting their MRLs. The 

Registration Committee (RC), 

however, has continuously rejected the 

need of setting MRLs on the grounds 

that it will delay the registration 

process. “ Contrary to the JPC 

recommendation, the current practice 

is to send that data on pesticide being 

considered for registration to the 

Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare and wait for the MRLs to be 

set for four weeks. In case of no 

response, the committee would go 

ahead with the registration as the 

setting of MRLs was a separate issue 

and could not be linked with 

registration.” Thus, the registration 

process of pesticides does not have 

very sound provisions to ensure 

setting of MRLs before registration 

of pesticides. 

 

The study also criticizes this process 

as the system is run on ad hoc basis 

through correspondence between the 

concerned departments, with little 

information available in the public 

domain about its integrity. 

2. Maximum Residue Limits 

(MRLs) not Set for 59 pesticides 

The Joint Parliamentary Committee 

had recommended to set MRLs for all 

pesticides including the deemed 

registered pesticides. The Food Safety 

and Standards Authority of India was 

formed in 2006. However, MRLs for 

59 pesticides have not been set even 

after six years of the formation of 

the authority. Further, MRLs which 

have been set do not cover all the 

crops that a pesticide has been 

registered for by CIBRC.  Out of the 

20 pesticides considered for analysis, 

the MRLs for Phorate and Fenvalerate 

covered all the crops they were 

registered for. MRLs for Methyl 

Parathion were set only for fruits and 

vegetables for which the pesticide was 

not registered. In the case of 

Quinalphos, no MRLs have been set 

for 28 crops out of the 32 crops for 

which it has been registered. Similarly 

for Dimethoate, no MRLs were set for 

10 crops out of 24 crops. 
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Fig 2:  

Source: CSE STUDY 

 

As per the Food Safety and Standards 

Act, 2006 MRLs are prescribed 

mostly for broad product groups like 

vegetables, fruits and food grains. The 

study argues against setting the 

same MRL for a broad range of 

crops on two counts- namely varying 

inter regional dietary practices and 

different agroclimatic conditions 

across the country. 

 Firstly, the calculation of TMDI 

includes average dietary practices. The 

consumption of different fruits varies 

widely in different areas especially in 

a country like India. In this case, it 

does not seem proper to have common 

MRLs for groups like fruits, 

vegetables and food grains for a 

population with varied dietary 

practices. 

Secondly, the MRLs are set following 

the Good Agricultural Practices and 

reviewed by calculating TMDI. The 

Good Agricultural Practices for 

different crops in a group like fruits 

may vary widely considering that 

different fruits are grown in different 

agroclimatic conditions with different 

set of practices. For example, in India 

apple is grown in hills and mango in 

plains. Therefore, it does not seem 

proper for all fruits to have the same 

MRLs.  

3. Lack of Uniformity in 

recommendations for Pesticides 

In the study conducted by CSE, the 

pesticides registered by CIBRC for 11 

crops Wheat, Paddy, Mango, Apple, 

Potato, Cauliflower, Black Pepper, 

Cardmom, Tea, Sugarcane and Cotton 

were compared with the 

recommendations made by other 

institutions like the state agriculture 

departments and agriculture 

universities. It was found that the 

recommendations made by the state 

agriculture universities did not 

necessarily stick to the pesticides that 

the CIBRC had registered for 

particular crops. A number of 

pesticides were recommended by 

almost all agriculture universities and 

departments for different crops that 

were not registered by CIBRC for 

these crops. 

The differences in the registration of 

CIBRC and recommendations by 

other bodies have multiple level 

impacts. A crop is not supposed to 

contain residues of a pesticide, which 

is not registered for it. Otherwise, it 

will be considered adulterated. If the 

pesticides recommended by the state 

and other bodies are different from 

CIBRC registration then the crops 

produced will be considered 

adulterated despite farmers following 

the recommendations of a state or a 

particular board. 

The lack of uniformity between the 

recommendations of various 

institutions is one of the major 

problems with pesticide regulations 

in India. Uniformity is important to 

ensure food safety and monitoring the 

residues of pesticides in crops. 

4. Data on Waiting Periods 

Incomplete 

The CIBRC is also responsible to 

determine the ‘waiting periods’ for the 

pesticides. The data on waiting 

periods would provide information on 

the persistence of pesticides in soil, 

water and crop. An analysis of ten 

pesticides carried out by the study 

showed that the recommendations 

of waiting periods were incomplete. 
These pesticides include Phorate, 

Mancozeb, Methyl Parathion, 

Cypermethrin, Carbendazim, 

Monocrotophos, Malathion, 

Quinalphos, Acephate and Triazophos.  

5. Lack of Uniformity in 

recommendations for Pesticides 

In the study conducted by CSE, the 

pesticides registered by CIBRC for 11 

crops Wheat, Paddy, Mango, Apple, 

Potato, Cauliflower, Black Pepper, 

Cardmom, Tea, Sugarcane and Cotton 

were compared with the 

recommendations made by other 
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The Action Taken on the JPC report 

 No decisions have been taken on 

the MRLs of deemed registered 

pesticides. Overall, MRLs of 59 

pesticides with CIBRC are not set 

 There is no system yet in place to 

ensure setting of MRLs before 

registration  of pesticides 

 MRLs of many pesticides are still 

not in compliance with their ADIs 

 Waiting periods for various uses 

have still not been recommended 

by CIBRC 

 Farmers were unaware about the 

recommendation of pesticides 

 National level monitoring of 

pesticide residues was started in 

2005-06 but the infrastructure for 

testing pesticide residues is yet not 

sound enough 

 There is no system in place to 

track the sale of banned 

pesticides. 

institutions like the state agriculture 

departments and agriculture 

universities. It was found that the 

recommendations made by the state 

agriculture universities were different 

from the pesticides that the CIBRC 

had registered for particular crops. A 

number of pesticides were 

recommended by almost all 

agriculture universities and 

departments for different crops that 

were not registered by CIBRC for 

these crops. 

The differences in the registration of 

CIBRC and recommendations by 

other bodies have multiple level 

impacts. A crop is not supposed to 

contain residues of a pesticide, which 

is not registered for it. Otherwise, it 

will be considered adulterated. If the 

pesticides recommended by the state 

and other bodies are different from 

CIBRC registration then the crops 

produced will be considered 

adulterated despite farmers following 

the recommendations of a state or a 

particular board. 

The lack of uniformity between the 

recommendations of various 

institutions is one of the major 

problems with pesticide regulations 

in India. Uniformity is important to 

ensure food safety and monitoring the 

residues of pesticides in crops. 

Conclusion 

The CSE report emphasizes the 

urgency to analyze the current 

pesticides’ regulations in India from 

the perspective of food safety. It has 

been almost six years since JPC 

gave its recommendations but they 

have not been followed completely.  
The MRLs of many chemical 

pesticides have not been set. The 

MRLs set do not cover the range of 

recommendations made for pesticides. 

MRLs of many of the pesticides for 

which TMDI exceeded ADI have not 

been revised. 

There is a lack of uniformity in the 

recommendations made by the 

Central Insecticide Board and other 

institutions which makes it difficult 

to set the MRLS of pesticides and 

monitor pesticide residues. In some 

cases the MRLs set are very high and 

lead to TMDIs exceeding ADIs. The 

State Agricultural Universities do not 

consider the recommendations of 

CIBRC while recommending 

pesticides in their respective states. 

It is time we realize that many of these 

chemicals have the potential to be 

very damaging to humans if they are 

exposed to high concentrations, or to 

low concentrations over an extended 

period of time. Therefore it is 

important that the regulations are 

strictly and uniformly implemented 

across the country 

 

(Simi Sunny and Karishma Mutreja) 

 

Census Data on 

“Female Headed 

Households” 

Released 

(The Hindu, 29 December, 2012) 
 

Census on “Female Headed 

Households”, relevant for the Planning 

Commission and the government in 

finalising schemes, was released on 

28th December, 2012. The following 

are the major findings: 

 

● In India, about 27 million 

households, constituting nearly 11 

per cent of the total households, 

are headed by women. 

Lakshadweep has 43.7 per cent 

households headed by women 

while Kerala has 23 per cent. 

●  There are about 49 lakh single-

member female households, of 

which three-fourth are in the rural 

areas 

● The proportion of female headed 

households increased by 0.5 per 

cent between 2001 and 2011 

●  Around 18 per cent of female-

headed households have to travel 

more than 500 metres in urban 

areas and one km in rural areas to 

get access to drinking water. 

● Though significant improvement 

has been achieved in the quality 

of houses, more needs to be done 

in access to drinking water, 

electricity and sanitation. While 

52 per cent of female-headed 

households do not have toilet 

within the premises, 41 per cent 

do not have bathing facility 

within the premises. 

● More than 60 per cent of female-

headed households have 

permanent houses while in case of 

SC/ST categories, the percentage 

is lower at 55.8 per cent and 33.4 

per cent respectively. 

● Around 45 per cent women-

headed families live on one-room 

premises. 

  

Detailed findings at: 

 www.censusindia.gov.in. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/nation

al/its-women-power-in-lakshadweep-

households/article4249796.ece 

Date Accessed: 31. 12. 2012 

(Amrutha Jose) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.censusindia.gov.in/
http://www.censusindia.gov.in/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/its-women-power-in-lakshadweep-households/article4249796.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/its-women-power-in-lakshadweep-households/article4249796.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/its-women-power-in-lakshadweep-households/article4249796.ece
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Decision on 

Telangana Soon 

(Yogendra Kalavalapalli, Live Mint, 

28 December, 2012) 
 

It was in 1956 that Telangana and 

Andhra States were merged to form 

Andhra Pradesh. But barely a few 

years  later the demand for a separate 

state began. “Telangana, which 

comprises Hyderabad and nine other 

districts, is home to 35 million people. 

The demand for the bifurcation of 

Andhra Pradesh which comprises the 

regions of coastal Andhra and 

Rayalaseema besides Telangana dates 

back to the 1960s. Proponents of 

Telangana say the region’s economic 

growth has been hurt because of 

neglect by successive Andhra-

dominated state governments.” The 

region has witnessed intermittent 

unrest since November 2009. 

 

The Central government, which 

recently held its third consultative 

meeting on this issue after a long wait 

has assured that a final decision on the 

issue would be taken in January . 

However, “Telangana Rashtra Samithi 

(TRS), which has been spearheading 

the agitation for Telangana statehood 

said it wasn’t satisfied with the 

promise” and that they would stage 

protests. Those from coastal Andhra 

and Rayalseema are opposing the 

division due the potential loss of 

Hyderabad which is major source of 

revenue. “The TRS says it will accept 

nothing less than a separate state with 

Hyderabad as its capital.” Analysts 

believe that whatever the Centre 

decides is likely to be met with 

resistance, given the divisions along 

regional lines within Andhra Pradesh. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/pPs

3xglKllbZFJmqTbdJOO/Decision-on-

Telangana-in-one-month-Shinde.html 

Date accessed: 31.12.2012 

(Anjora Sarangi) 

 

 

 

 

2013: International 

Year of Water 

Cooperation 

(Countercurrents, 1 January, 2013) 
 

The United National General 

Assembly declared 2013 as the 

International Year of Water 

Cooperation and 22 March 2013 as the 

World Water Day.Cooperation in the 

area of water is crucial in the backdrop 

of the current  climate crisis. 

UNESCO was chosen to lead the 

celebrations with UN-Water “because 

of the Organization’s unique 

multidisciplinary approach which 

blends the natural and social sciences, 

education, culture and 

communication.” The major aspects of 

the United Nations International Year 

on Water Cooperation are: 

 Raising awareness on the 

potential of increased 

cooperation and the 

challenges facing water 

management in the light of 

the increase in demand for 

water access, allocation and 

services 

 Highlighting the history of 

successful water cooperation 

initiatives 

 Identifing burning issues on 

water education, water 

diplomacy, trans-boundary 

water management, financing 

cooperation, 

national/international legal 

frameworks and linkages 

with MDGs 

South Asia will be a focus area since 

issue of water cooperation is crucial in 

the region and existence of millions of 

people in these countries depends on 

cooperation in the area of water. 

 

http://www.countercurrents.org/CC01

0113A.htm 

Date accessed: 2.1.2013 

(Simi Sunny) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/pPs3xglKllbZFJmqTbdJOO/Decision-on-Telangana-in-one-month-Shinde.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/pPs3xglKllbZFJmqTbdJOO/Decision-on-Telangana-in-one-month-Shinde.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/pPs3xglKllbZFJmqTbdJOO/Decision-on-Telangana-in-one-month-Shinde.html
http://www.countercurrents.org/CC010113A.htm
http://www.countercurrents.org/CC010113A.htm
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SECTION 1: THE ECONOMY 

Markets for Land 

and Labour have to 

be Reformed to 

Address the 

Combination of 

Stalled Growth and 

Persistent Inflation 

(Indira Rajaraman, Business 

Standard, 25 December, 2012) 
  

According to Prof. Indira Rajaraman, 

a leading economist of India, “seeds of 

the present growth slowdown and the 

persistent inflation can be traced back 

to design defects in the big reform 

package of 1991.” While trade and 

current account was liberalized, “no 

attempt was made to reform the 

markets for labour and land, two key 

inputs without which no production is 

possible.” Lack of reforms in the land 

and labour market is a cause of 

stagnating growth and rising prices. 

For this reason “state (and central) 

laws inhibiting the free and fair 

functioning of land and labour markets 

have to be reformed, if we want to 

release supply-side brakes on growth 

and bring down inflation.” 

Lack of policy attention in the markets 

for labour and land has hindered the 

free movement of labour and land 

between alternative uses. According to 

the writer, land and labour reforms 

were excluded in the 1991 reform 

because they are either on the 

concurrent or state lists of functions in 

the Constitution.  “The principal 

feature of the 1991 package was that it 

was done at the national level without 

any attempt to involve state 

governments as partners in the reform 

process.”  Symptomatic signs of 

problems in the labour market are 

evident in contractual hiring 

undertaken by corporate enterprises 

instead of formal hiring (contractual 

labour falls outside the purview of 

labour regulation.) “The net result has 

been to make labour far worse off than 

if contractual hiring were made 

permissible, with equal pay for equal 

work, and health and retirement 

benefits. Periodic episodes of violence 

against factory managers indicate the 

pent-up rage on the shop floor.” 

Similarly, “failure to reform the land 

market, and the resulting concealment 

of land transactions actually taking 

place, causally underpins today’s food 

price inflation, stalled growth, and 

land scams.” It is also the cause 

behind the power crisis, “since land 

acquisition for coal mining has no 

clearly defined platform on which 

each case can be valued and 

negotiated.” The writer suggests that 

“the land acquisition Bill should have 

been shepherded through an inter-state 

platform akin to that formed for the 

VAT,” so that “the disagreement in 

Parliament could have been played out 

behind closed doors.” Also, states 

need be consulted in reforming land 

and labour laws in order to unleash 

India’s stagnated growth story. 

  

http://www.business-

standard.com/india/news/indira-

rajaraman-stallflation/496662/ 

Date Accessed: 4.01.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

 

The Road Map for 

14th Finance 

Commission of 

India 

(The Economic Times, 4 January, 

2013, The Hindu, 2 January, 2013) 
 

The Government of India has 

announced the constitution of the 

Fourteenth Finance Commission 

(FFC) with distinguished membership 

having an ambitious agenda. The 

Commission will be chaired by the 

former RBI Governor Y. V. Reddy. 

Apart from Dr. Reddy in the chair, 

other members of the Commission are 

former Finance Secretary Sushma 

Nath, NIPFP Director M. Govinda 

Rao, Planning Commission Member 

Abhijit Sen and Former Acting 

Chairman of National Statistical 

Commission Sudipto Mundle. This 

five-member panel is to submit its 

report by October 31, 2014. 

The 14th Finance Commission is 

mandated to determine the distribution 

of tax proceeds between the Centre 

and the States which will apply for a 

five-year period beginning April 1, 

2015. The FFC is also expected to 

suggest changes to the Fiscal 

Responsibility and Budget 

Management (FRBM) Act, and assess 

the impact of proposed goods and 

services tax (GST) on Government 

finances. It is also expected to work 

out the mechanism to compensate 

states for revenue losses. 

 

Amongst other tasks, the Commission 

has been asked to suggest steps for 

‘”insulating the pricing of public 

utility services like drinking water, 

irrigation, power and public transport 

from policy fluctuations through 

statutory provisions,” also look into 

issues like disinvestment, sale of non-

priority PSUs and subsidies. The 

Commission would review the state of 

finances, deficit and debt levels of the 

Centre and States, keeping in view, in 

particular, the fiscal consolidation 

roadmap recommended by the 13th 

Finance Commission. Besides, the 14 

Finance Commission would suggest 

measures for maintaining a stable and 

sustainable fiscal environment 

consistent with equitable growth. 

All these steps are important for the 

country to move ahead with a stronger 

and sound public finance roadmap, 

which can help to accelerate inclusive 

growth and development. But 

recommendations alone cannot 

suffice, and Government of India 

needs to implement them efficiently 

and in a timely manner. For example, 

one of the crucial recommendations 

made by the 13th Finance 

Commission on mineral-rich states to 

share the royalty with local 

community was not acted upon by the 

Government of India. India therefore 

needs to act more efficiently to 

implement various such 

recommendations to foster balanced 

development.    

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Ec

onomy/yv-reddy-to-head-14th-

finance-

commission/article4264593.eceDate 

Accessed: 11.01.2013(Rakhee 

Bhattacharya) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/india/news/indira-rajaraman-stallflation/496662/
http://www.business-standard.com/india/news/indira-rajaraman-stallflation/496662/
http://www.business-standard.com/india/news/indira-rajaraman-stallflation/496662/
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/yv-reddy-to-head-14th-finance-commission/article4264593.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/yv-reddy-to-head-14th-finance-commission/article4264593.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/yv-reddy-to-head-14th-finance-commission/article4264593.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/yv-reddy-to-head-14th-finance-commission/article4264593.ece
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POLITICS AND 

GOVERNANCE 

 

Biometric ID must 

for registering 

property 

(: ET Bureau, Economic Times, 2 

January 2013) 
 

The revenue department of Delhi has 

issued an order making biometric ID 

proof mandatory from January 1, 2013 

for all 20 of its services- ranging from 

registration of property to domicile 

and SC/ST certificates. Other 

departments are set to follow suit 

soon. This means that anyone who 

wants to avail to any of the services by 

the department will have to enroll 

either for Aadhaar Unique 

Identification (UID) number or the 

ongoing National Population Register 

of the Union Home Ministry. To 

facilitate the process, offices of all 

Deputy Commissioners have set up 

centres for Aadhaar enrolment since a 

large population is still not enrolled 

for UID. The order has come as a 

shock since enrolment for Aadhaar is 

not mandatory by law but Dharampal, 

Delhi’s Divisional Commissioner and 

Revenue Secretary says that the idea is 

to link all the services of the revenue 

department to biometric identity proof. 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/

markets/real-estate/news/biometric-id-

must-for-registering-

property/articleshow/17852906.cms 

Date accessed: 2.1.2013 

(Simi Sunny) 

 

E-Governance: IT 

in Public Service 

Delivery 

(Rohit Sinha, Observer Research 

Foundation, 29 December, 2012) 
  

Public Service Guarantee Act, also 

known as Right to Service Act (RTS), 

is a significant piece of legislation 

under which all notified public 

services are treated as legally binding. 

This landmark legislation which 

empowers the citizenry to avail public 

services in a time bound manner has 

been enacted by 15 Indian states, with 

Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Punjab and 

Delhi leading the way. 

One thing that makes Delhi different 

from the other states is its robust 

online monitoring system, called the 

Electronic-Service Level Agreement 

(eSLA) that automatically monitors, 

tracks and updates useful data on 

service delivery, generating reports 

and evaluations for use of higher 

officials. eSLA has enabled various 

departments to correctly identify 

systemic errors which can go a long 

way in eliminating long standing 

problems like duplication of efforts, 

indefinite delays and red-tapism. 

The author points out that one of the 

biggest advantages of a mechanism 

like eSLA is that it essentially requires 

one-time capital expenditure, making 

it extremely cost effective. 

 Despite its benefits there are 

numerous challenges to be overcome 

like the internal resistance by senior 

officials, a major bottleneck in its 

speedier expansion. Another 

shortcoming brought to light by the 

author is the absence of a feedback 

system as “the citizen or the 

beneficiaries, who avail these services, 

have no avenue to put their views 

forth of how the system is performing. 

It is more of the concerned 

department's prerogative to internally 

audit and resolve customer related 

feedbacks. Also figures on number of 

applications, pendency, disposal rate, 

performing and underperforming 

departments etc are accessible only to 

government officials”, instead of 

being available in the public domain. 

If the government tries to plug these 

loopholes, eSLA can set a good 

example of how e-governance tools 

can be leveraged to enhance service 

delivery for other states as well. 

  

http://www.observerindia.com/cms/sit

es/orfonline/modules/analysis/Analysi

sDetail.html?cmaid=46168&mmacmai

d=46169 

Date accessed: 1.1.2013 

(Hansa Kaul) 

 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

Gogoi Again Pitches 

For Regional Water 

Panel In Northeast 
(: Northeast Today, 29 December, 

2012)  
   

Speaking at the 6th National Water 

Resources Council meeting, Assam 

Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi re-

emphasised the need for having a 

regional water body for the north-east 

.He also emphasised on the need for 

greater participation of all the states to 

build consensus on water-related 

issues at political, technical and 

administrative levels. 

 Making a few suggestions Gogoi 

stated that the proposed draft policy 

for National Water Policy should 

recognize the need for study, research 

and capacity building in water-related 

issues. . Gogoi also commented that 

bodies like the Inter State River 

Boards, which have been functioning 

like technical bodies, “have not been 

effective in guiding proper and 

sustainable conservation” and also in 

managing and resolving water related 

disputes. He welcomed the proposal of 

the Central Government to set up 

statutory river basin authorities and 

the Brahmaputra River Valley 

Authority (BRVA) 

 Previously the Assam government 

had supported the idea of setting up of 

the North Eastern Water Resources 

Authority (NEWRA), but faced 

opposition from the other states who 

feared losing huge water resource 

potentials. 

 

http://www.northeasttoday.in/our-

states/assam/gogoi-again-pitches-for-

regional-water-panel-in-northeast/ 

Date accessed 02.01.2013 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/real-estate/news/biometric-id-must-for-registering-property/articleshow/17852906.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/real-estate/news/biometric-id-must-for-registering-property/articleshow/17852906.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/real-estate/news/biometric-id-must-for-registering-property/articleshow/17852906.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/real-estate/news/biometric-id-must-for-registering-property/articleshow/17852906.cms
http://www.observerindia.com/cms/sites/orfonline/modules/analysis/AnalysisDetail.html?cmaid=46168&mmacmaid=46169
http://www.observerindia.com/cms/sites/orfonline/modules/analysis/AnalysisDetail.html?cmaid=46168&mmacmaid=46169
http://www.observerindia.com/cms/sites/orfonline/modules/analysis/AnalysisDetail.html?cmaid=46168&mmacmaid=46169
http://www.observerindia.com/cms/sites/orfonline/modules/analysis/AnalysisDetail.html?cmaid=46168&mmacmaid=46169
http://www.northeasttoday.in/our-states/assam/gogoi-again-pitches-for-regional-water-panel-in-northeast/
http://www.northeasttoday.in/our-states/assam/gogoi-again-pitches-for-regional-water-panel-in-northeast/
http://www.northeasttoday.in/our-states/assam/gogoi-again-pitches-for-regional-water-panel-in-northeast/
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GOVERNMENT 
 

Revenue Wastage: 

Ministry of Defence 

(Sandeep Unnithan, India Today, 07 

January, 2013) 
 

According to a series of internal 

Ministry of Defence (MOD) reports, 

there has been wastage of over 

Rs.5000 crore in the past year across 

various departments.Five departments 

in particular have come under scrutiny 

of the audit reports. These are the 

Army Service Corps, Ordnance 

Factory Board, Indian army's 

Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, 

Border Roads Organisation (BRO) 

and the DRDO. These losses through 

leakages and inefficiencies reflect 

very strongly against the Ministry 

which is the second largest employer 

after the Indian Railways. Reasons for 

the vast losses include buying 

equipment through agents, non 

transparent pricing policy ,lack of 

competition encouraging cartelization, 

inflating rations, flawed purchase of 

material through Border Roads 

Organisation (BRO), idle labour in 

army based workshops, delayed 

housing projects, inefficient ordinance 

factories and the army transport 

system.The audit figures are not the 

only account of incompetence on the 

part of the MOD. “The defence 

auditor has alluded to a larger story of 

waste, inefficiency and degraded 

combat power.” The Ministry is 

severely deficient in optimising its 

resources. The army however, has 

strongly refuted the audit 

observations. Calls for reform have 

mostly been external and have quickly 

been quashed. The Ministry has given 

a statement that the reports have been 

circulated to the concerned ministries 

and steps are being taken but the 

response seems to be reluctant as there 

is no real pressure to change. 

 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/sand

eep-unnithan-ministry-of-waste-

defence-ministry/1/239831.html 

Date accessed: 03.01.2013 

(Anjora Sarangi) 

 

SOCIAL AND 

ECONOMIC 

EXCLUSION 

 

Exploitation of 

Indian Tea 

Workers 

(Sujata Gothoskar, The Economic 

and Political Weekly, 15 December, 

2012) 
  

In wake of the recent killing of the 

owners of Kunapathar tea estate in 

Tinsukia district, it becomes 

imperative to carefully analyse the 

volatile labour relations existing in 

Indian tea estates which have a long 

history of similar incidents of 

violence. According to the author, this 

is a manifestation of pent up anger 

boiling over as a result of sever 

repression of the tea workers. 

 

The article describes the exploitative 

nature of the tea industry in India, 

which is “one of the oldest industries 

and among the largest employers in 

the organised sector.” 

 

Over 50% of the workers are women. 

In some operations, like tea plucking, 

this figure goes up to over 80%, and a 

majority of them are Adivasis and 

Dalits. Despite constituting the 

majority of the workforce, most of the 

top level leadership in the trade unions 

consists of male non-(tea) workers or 

middle class men. The author argues 

that this perpetuates a vicious cycle of 

ineffective trade unions and non-

representation of the interests of the 

majority of workers. It is also 

indicative of “the distinct work 

hierarchy within the tea estates that 

maintains the class, caste and ethnicity 

structure of workers and 

management.” The deep 

disempowerment of workers is evident 

in the lack of awareness/interest in 

monitoring their own rights –even for 

something as basic as pay. 

The wages of tea workers are the 

lowest among the so-called organised 

sector and no state government has 

even included the tea industry in the 

schedule of employment in the 

Minimum Wages Act. In fact, tea is an 

example of a sector where several 

generations of workers have been kept 

in systematic poverty. 

 

 There was an attempt at reforming the 

state of the plantations in 1951 in the 

form of the Plantations Labour Act 

(PLA) which was meant to regulate 

the condition of the workers. But the 

provisions of the legislation have been 

flouted with impunity, especially for 

providing proper medical care and 

food security to the labourers, which is 

supposed to be the responsibility of 

the management. 

 

While even the permanent workers 

seem to be getting very little benefits 

and very low wages, the proportion of 

non-permanent workers – temporary, 

casual, contract – is on the rise, who 

are neither assured regular work nor a 

living daily wage. 

  

With the advent of globalisation, the 

control of the plantations seems to be 

totally in the hands of the large 

companies owning brands, who are no 

longer growers, but buyers, which in 

turn make the workers even more 

vulnerable. According to the author, 

“the global structure of ‘rewards’ in 

the tea industry is so severely skewed 

in favour of the multinational retailers 

and blenders that, after the plantations, 

processing units and the buying agents 

get their shares, the tea-picking 

workers” are not even left with the 

bare minimum required for 

subsistence. 

 , More effective implementation of 

guidelines and further policy 

intervention are urgently required to 

stop this downward spiral in the tea 

industry and protect the rights of the 

tea workers. 

  

http://www.epw.in/insight/ch%C4%81

y-bitter.html 

Date accessed: 27.12.2012 

(Hansa Kaul)  

 

 

 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/sandeep-unnithan-ministry-of-waste-defence-ministry/1/239831.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/sandeep-unnithan-ministry-of-waste-defence-ministry/1/239831.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/sandeep-unnithan-ministry-of-waste-defence-ministry/1/239831.html
http://www.epw.in/insight/ch%C4%81y-bitter.html
http://www.epw.in/insight/ch%C4%81y-bitter.html
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EDUCATION 

99% Fail Test for 

School Teachers 

(Manash Pratim Gohain, The Times 

of India, 2 January, 2013) 
  

Over 99 percent of aspirants for 

school teachers have failed the Central 

Teacher Eligibility Test, 2012, an 

alarming indictment on the quality of 

teacher training in the country. CTET, 

which is mandatory to become a 

teacher for classes I to VIII in any 

central government school, was 

introduced in 2011 to improve the 

quality of teaching in schools. The 

pass percentage for CTET has been 

declining since its introduction, from 9 

per cent in 2011 to 7 per cent in 2012. 

The latest pass percentage is shocking 

as less than 1 per cent of the 7.95 lakh 

appeared candidates passed.    

In the light of these poor results, Anita 

Rampal, former dean of Delhi 

University's faculty of education , 

questions not only the learning of the 

students in the B.Ed courses but also 

the manner in which these degrees are 

awarded. According to her, another 

reason for the poor results might be 

that most B.Ed students are from  the  

Hindi medium. 

MHRD has asked CBSE to conduct an 

institution wise analysis of the results 

and provide feedbacks to teacher 

education institutions so that they can 

improve on their teaching and 

training. 

  

http://www.im4change.org/rural-

news-update/99-fail-test-for-school-

teachers-manash-pratim-gohain-

18732.html 

Date Accessed: 03. 01. 2013 

(Amrutha Jose) 

 

India Scores Low in 

Education 

(Pushkar, Asia Times, 19 December, 

2012) 
  

According to a recent study by 

Thomson Reuters “India produced 

only 3.5% of the global research 

output in 2010 and its contribution in 

most disciplines - including 

mathematics and computer science - 

was lower than its overall average.” 

Apart from India’s dismal 

performance the report shows how “a 

growing number of Chinese 

universities are breaking into world 

rankings, while the majority of Indian 

institutions remain trapped in 

mediocrity. While China's research 

output has grown significantly over 

the past decade, India's has stagnated 

and even declined in some 

disciplines.” 

The author argues that  “India's 

premier public institutions - including 

the several Indian Institutes of 

Technology (IITs), the Indian 

Institutes of Management (IIMs) and a 

number of other universities directly 

funded by the federal government - 

cannot compensate for the low 

quantity/poor quality research output 

of the majority of institutions run by 

indifferent state governments.” 

 

The "Indian Higher Education: The 

Twelfth Plan and Beyond" - by the 

government's Planning Commission, 

FICCI (the Federation of Indian 

Chambers of Commerce and Industry) 

and Ernst & Young draws attention to 

the potential of private institutions in 

creating knowledge networks and 

research and innovation centres. 

But this role of private institutions 

envisaged by the government will 

remain only on paper till the time 

entry of credible private providers is 

not encouraged and the existing 

regulatory framework which appears 

to do better at keeping out potential 

competitors, not reformed. 

High entry cost along with other 

regulatory barriers to set up a college 

or university deters honest groups and 

encourages those who are willing to 

pay. Governments in other countries 

do not make it difficult to enter the 

education sector but "make it quite 

strict that whatever you provide is 

adequately rated, whereas in India, the 

mechanism to regulate entry is more 

inflexible and stringent than that for 

monitoring quality of teaching and 

research. 

The author points out that “as India's 

private universities and colleges grow 

in number and absorb a larger share of 

the country's students, it is evident that 

they are likely to continue to play only 

a limited role in the foreseeable future. 

Even in teaching, it is very doubtful 

that world-class infrastructure or 

modern technologies that the newer 

private institutions boast about will go 

very far without suitably qualified 

faculty.” 

Given the situation, more innovative 

methods like online education need to 

be explored in order to tackle the 

“skill crisis” and overcome the 

shortcomings of our education regime. 

  

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_

Asia/NL19Df02.html 

Date accessed: 27. 12.2012 

(Hansa Kaul)  

 

HEALTH 

 

Filling up of 

Vacancies 

Necessary to Ensure 

Universal Health 

Coverage  

(The Hindu, 26 December, 2012) 
 

The article points out the high level of 

human resource shortage in Primary 

Health Centres (PHCs) and Health 

Sub-Centres (HSCs) and explains why 

it needs to be addressed urgently. “, 

India ranks 52 among 57 countries in 

the WHO’s Global Atlas of the Health 

Workforce for 2010 and faces  a 

critical HR crisis in health.” A well 

functioning health system should have 

at least 23 health workers per 10,000 

people but India has only 19. Some 

states such as Chhattisgarh have 

nearly 70% of  doctor positions lying 

vacant . The alarming statistics 

strengthen the argument for increasing 

the number of training facilities for 

doctors, nurses and auxiliary workers. 

The HR shortage highlights the patchy 

performance of the National Rural 

Health Mission in several states that 

have not yet realised “the importance 

of PHCs and HSCs to reduce the 

country’s notorious maternal and 

infant mortality rates.” The Planning 

Commission’s High Level Expert 

http://www.im4change.org/rural-news-update/99-fail-test-for-school-teachers-manash-pratim-gohain-18732.html
http://www.im4change.org/rural-news-update/99-fail-test-for-school-teachers-manash-pratim-gohain-18732.html
http://www.im4change.org/rural-news-update/99-fail-test-for-school-teachers-manash-pratim-gohain-18732.html
http://www.im4change.org/rural-news-update/99-fail-test-for-school-teachers-manash-pratim-gohain-18732.html
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/NL19Df02.html
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/NL19Df02.html
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Group on universal health coverage 

projects a need for 3.14 lakh HSCs 

(more than double the present number) 

and over 50,000 PHCs by 2022. This 

calls for a comprehensive plan to 

augment human resources. While the 

National Commission for Human 

Resources for Health Bill, 2011 

provides a framework, it can make 

progress only when all stakeholders, 

including the medical community and 

the civil society,  have a consensus on 

the way forward.  

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/edit

orial/primary-

neglect/article4238626.ece 

Date Accessed: 27.12.2012 

(Amrutha Jose) 

 

The Gates-Funded 

Toilet of the Future 

(Co.EXIST, Fast Company) 
 

Two and a half billion people around 

the world do not have access to clean 

toilets.  More people die from poor 

sanitation than measles, malaria, and 

HIV/AIDS combined. The Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation is trying to 

improve the situation by providing 

grants to sanitation initiatives, some of 

which focus on building better toilets 

for developing countries. As a part of 

its efforts, the foundation had 

organised a “Reinvent the Toilet 

Challenge” to promote cheap, safe and 

hygienic waterless toilets. Caltech 

won the challenge for its “solar-

powered, self-cleaning toilet that 

converts urine and waste into 

hydrogen and fertilizer.” The toilet has 

a solar panel that powers an 

electrochemical reactor, which breaks 

down waste into sanitized solids (a 

useful fertilizer) and hydrogen that can 

be stored in fuel cells to power the 

reactor on cloudy days. A pump sends 

treated water to a reservoir on the top 

of the toilet, where it can be used for 

irrigation or other purposes. The easily 

repairable mechanical parts in the 

toilet facilitates its use in the remote 

areas. The Caltech’s solar toilet team 

now has $1.6 million in funding from 

the Gates Foundation. They expect to 

have a prototype ready to ship to 

Africa - with a price tag of 

approximately $2,200 by December 

2013. 

 

http://www.fastcoexist.com/1680926/t

he-gates-funded-toilet-of-the-future#1 

Date Accessed: 03. 01. 2013 

(Amrutha Jose) 

 

ENERGY 

 

Move Towards 

Solar Energy for 

Power 

(Joel Kumar, Ankur palwal, 

Sayantan Bera, Down To Earth, 15 

December, 2012) 
 

In 2001, the Ministry of New and 

Renewable Energy (MNRE) launched 

the nationwide Remote Village 

Electrification Programme (RVEP) to 

provide off-grid, clean alternatives, 

mostly-solar home lighting systems, to 

thousands of villages which lived in 

darkness. Though the programme has 

led to the lighting of more than a 

million homes which is a 100 percent 

increase since the 2001 and decreased 

the dependence on kerosene to address 

their power need, it faces challenges in 

many parts of the country. 

 

The Centre for Science and 

Environment (CSE) studied the 

performance of the programme in 

three states -Uttarakhand, 

Chhattisgarh and Assam. The three 

main observations made by them are: 

 

1) People prefer solar home lighting 

system over unreliable grid-based 

electricity. 

2) The current format of RVEP 

limits its outreach since people 

want systems that are capable of 

meeting their growing needs. 

3) SHS suffers due to technical 

faults and poor maintenance 

services for example, in many 

cases the batteries have stopped 

working well before their life 

span of five years but because of 

the lack of technicians no action 

has been taken. Many villages 

have failed to provide 

maintenance services. 

4) System of distributing SHSs is 

prone to corruption. While some 

people fudge documents to 

procure extra-subsidized SHSs 

and sell them in the market, some 

smuggle the systems to 

Bangladesh via the Brahmaputra 

While Uttarakhand and Assam do not 

present a good picture, Chattisgarh 

gives a ray of hope. It is the only state 

that has focused on providing 

community-based solar power-plants 

under RVEP instead of individual 

SHSs. Learning from the experience 

from these states, CSE proposes that 

the government needs to incentivize 

mini-grids with the same financial 

model as that of the grid-connected 

solar power plants. The government 

should propose a programme that 

allows entrepreneurs to set up mini-

grids with assured feed-in-tariffs. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/conten

t/let-solar-shine 

Date accessed: 2.1.2013 

(Simi Sunny) 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/primary-neglect/article4238626.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/primary-neglect/article4238626.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/primary-neglect/article4238626.ece
http://www.fastcoexist.com/1680926/the-gates-funded-toilet-of-the-future#1
http://www.fastcoexist.com/1680926/the-gates-funded-toilet-of-the-future#1
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/let-solar-shine
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/let-solar-shine
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ENVIRONMENT 

 

Biodiversity 

Congress Seeks Ban 

on Field Trials of 

GM Crops 

(The Hindu, 2 January, 2013) 
  

The second Indian Biodiversity 

Congress (IBC 2012) held at 

Bangalore witnessed a large turnout of 

scientists, conservationists, 

environmentalists, civil society groups 

and local communities from across the 

country. The IBC has called for a ban 

on field trials of Genetically Modified 

(GM) crops in India and a 10-year 

moratorium on BT food crops. It also 

stressed the need to bring the 

regulation of biotechnological 

processes and products under the 

purview of the Biodiversity Act. It 

suggested that the Department of 

Biotechnology should be brought 

within the Ministry of Environment 

and Forests. The recommendations 

urged the government to exclude GM 

crops from India’s food security 

programmes and farming systems. It 

opposed the move to set up the 

Biotechnology Regulatory Authority 

of India to clear the cultivation of GM 

crops and instead proposed the 

adoption of the National Biosafety 

Protection Regime. It demanded a 

master plan for biodiversity 

economics of India to boost 

conservation efforts at the grassroots 

level.  It also suggested the integration 

of biodiversity management 

committees with the Panchayati raj 

system. The meet mooted steps to 

assist the exchange of information 

between the Forest Department and 

the local people through the Grama 

Sabhas. They also opposed the 

government’s move to set up the 

National Investment Board and permit 

Foreign Direct Investment in retail 

trade. According to the IBC, the NIB 

would clear investors of 

environmental responsibilities while 

FDI in retail business could affect the 

very survival of small farmers. 

The Congress stressed the need to 

recognise the importance of 

biodiversity conservation in poverty 

alleviation and food security 

programmes, environment , climate 

change mitigation and EIA 

procedures. It also called for the 

implementation of the 

recommendations of the Western 

Ghats Ecology Expert Panel 

(WGEEP) with the help of the State 

Biodiversity Boards in a phased 

manner. 

 

http://www.samachar.com/Biodiversit

y-congress-seeks-ban-on-field-trials-

of-GM-crops-nbcpKTdaaaj.html 

Date Accessed: 2.01.2013 

(Naina Bhardwaj) 

 

AGRICULTURE 

 

Agriculture’s 

Transformation 

Top Policy Priority: 

PM 

(The Pioneer, 3 January, 2013) 
  

Speaking at the India Science 

Congress Centenary session, Prime 

Minister Manmohan Singh  said that 

agricultural transformation must be 

the top priority of public policy, and 

including those on science and 

technology. He also clearly stated the 

important role of science, innovation 

and technology in achieving rapid 

growth. He also said that “we must 

harness the tools of science to cater to 

the needs of the underprivileged and 

bridge the gap between the haves and 

have-nots.” The President released the 

Science, Technology and Innovation 

Policy that aims at positioning India 

among the top five global scientific 

powers by the year 2020. 

 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/home/on

line-channel/top-story/119738-

agricultures-transformation-top-

policy-priority-pm.html 

Date Accessed: 3.1.2013 

(Ranjana Adhikari) 

 

 

LAW AND 

JUSTICE 

 

Raped by 42 Men in 

40 Days. Sixteen 

Years Later, She 

Awaits Justice 
(Amit Chaturvedi, NDTV, 1 

January, 2013) 
  
The article reports the plight of a lady 

who has been subjected to the most 

inhuman and gruesome consequences 

of being the “weaker sex object” in 

Indian society. As a 16 year old 

teenager, she was raped by 42 men in 

40 days. Her case is known as the 

Suryanelli rape case in Kerala. As a 

teen, she was abducted by a bus 

conductor who raped her, then passed 

her onto others, some of whom were 

powerful and well-connected in 

Kerala at the time. It was her case that 

led to the commissioning of Kerala's 

first special court dedicated to 

handling cases of sexual assault in 

1999. Out of the 35 people accused 

who were convicted, only one was 

declared guilty by Kerala High Court 

and this verdict was criticized by 

many. Her family and the state 

prosecutor both appealed to the 

Supreme Court in 2005 against the 

High Court's verdict. The hearing is 

yet to begin. The family survives on 

the parents' pension. The victim was 

given a job as a peon in a government 

department but in February, she was 

arrested and suspended for financial 

misappropriation. Many activists 

argued that she was being persecuted 

for continuing her battle against well-

connected men. 

 

http://www.ndtv.com/article/south/rap

ed-by-42-men-in-40-days-sixteen-

years-later-she-awaits-justice-311943 

Date Accessed: 2.01.2013 

(Naina Bhardwaj) 

 

 

 

http://www.samachar.com/Biodiversity-congress-seeks-ban-on-field-trials-of-GM-crops-nbcpKTdaaaj.html
http://www.samachar.com/Biodiversity-congress-seeks-ban-on-field-trials-of-GM-crops-nbcpKTdaaaj.html
http://www.samachar.com/Biodiversity-congress-seeks-ban-on-field-trials-of-GM-crops-nbcpKTdaaaj.html
http://www.dailypioneer.com/home/online-channel/top-story/119738-agricultures-transformation-top-policy-priority-pm.html
http://www.dailypioneer.com/home/online-channel/top-story/119738-agricultures-transformation-top-policy-priority-pm.html
http://www.dailypioneer.com/home/online-channel/top-story/119738-agricultures-transformation-top-policy-priority-pm.html
http://www.dailypioneer.com/home/online-channel/top-story/119738-agricultures-transformation-top-policy-priority-pm.html
http://www.ndtv.com/article/south/raped-by-42-men-in-40-days-sixteen-years-later-she-awaits-justice-311943
http://www.ndtv.com/article/south/raped-by-42-men-in-40-days-sixteen-years-later-she-awaits-justice-311943
http://www.ndtv.com/article/south/raped-by-42-men-in-40-days-sixteen-years-later-she-awaits-justice-311943
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Delhi Rape Case: 

Will Castration be 

an Effective 

Deterrent? 

(R Jagannathan, Firstpost, 

Decemeber 19, 2012) 
  

The article debates that castration as a 

punishment for rape might prove to be 

a more effective deterrent than death 

penalty. While a death sentence may 

serve as retribution it may not be a 

deterrent “especially when the process 

of conviction and sentencing takes 

years.” Also, there is no evidence to 

suggest that rapists will be deterred by 

it. On the other hand the fear of 

castration, and the resultant loss in 

sexual activity, will prove to be a 

deterrent “especially if it was widely 

publicised and the public knows in 

advance what is in store for rape.” 

However castration has been tried out 

in many countries with mixed results. 

“There are two kinds of castration – 

one is physical, where the male 

testicles are physically removed; the 

other is chemical, where male 

testosterone levels are reduced with 

drugs — which lowers the libido and 

sex drive. The physical approach 

seems the most effective, and studies 

over long periods show that physically 

castrated men do not usually relapse 

into sex crimes since the drive itself 

drops like a stone. However, castration 

is a leap into the dark for India for two 

reasons: if administered involuntarily 

to rapists, it can do psychological 

damage.” According to Amnesty 

International castration is ‘inhuman’. 

“If rape is partly the result of a 

damaged self-esteem, castration could 

compound this problem. If done 

voluntarily, castration will need 

enormous police and social 

monitoring to make sure that rapists 

do not accept the punishment only as a 

ruse to obtain a lighter jail sentence.” 

  

http://www.firstpost.com/india/delhi-

rape-case-will-castration-prove-to-be-

an-effective-deterrent-562838.html 

 Date Accessed: 4.01.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

  

Will Granting 

Impunity to Bribe 

Givers Decrease 

Harassment 

Bribes? 

(Tarun Jain, India Together, 31 

December, 2012) 
  

“In 2011, the then Chief Economic 

Advisor to the Indian government, 

Kaushik Basu, suggested “a small but 

fairly radical idea” to combat 

harassment bribery. Observing that 

treating both the bribe taker and the 

bribe giver as liable for corruption 

under anti bribery laws creates a large 

disincentive for citizens to report the 

transaction, Basu proposed that the 

law should be amended so that only 

the bribe recipient is liable and 

prosecuted whereas the giver is 

offered impunity. This way, Basu 

reasoned, upset and enraged citizens 

who are held up by corrupt officials 

have an incentive to report the bribe 

transaction after it has taken place. 

Officials, who realize that the citizens 

are more likely to report, will calculate 

that they are more likely to get caught 

and reduce their demand for bribes as 

a result. Taking the argument to its 

conclusion, Basu predicted that 

implementing the asymmetric liability 

policy will eliminate the demand for 

harassment bribes in the long term.” 

However opponents of this suggestion 

say that “if law enforcement is 

inefficient and corrupt reporting a 

bribe demand will not necessarily 

result in prosecution and would 

instead bring litigation costs, possible 

harassment and little chance of getting 

justice." 

To evaluate the effectiveness of 

Basu’s idea, a group of economists 

carried out an experiment which 

mirrored two types of corrupt 

transaction- first with symmetric 

liability where both the official and 

citizen are prosecuted (the status quo) 

and second where only the official is 

prosecuted (Basu's proposed change). 

The experiment displayed strong 

evidence in support of Basu's 

proposal. Results of the experiment 

also revealed that “the impact of 

asymmetric punishment is mitigated 

considerably” when there exists a 

threat of retaliation in the form of 

harassment, as pointed out by 

opponents of Basu’s proposed change. 

 

In concluding the writer says, “Basu's 

proposal has bite in curbing 

harassment corruption, but 

implementation requires a careful 

legal package that protects 

whistleblowers from potential 

retaliation. Such measures could 

include anonymity for whistleblowers, 

crowd-sourced information gathering, 

and frequent transfers even among the 

lower bureaucracy to break up the 

networks that facilitate retaliation.” 

  

http://indiatogether.com/2012/dec/gov

-bribe.htm 

Date Accessed: 4.01.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

 

 

DEFENCE 

 

Need for Effective 

Security Grid along 

the Indo-Myanmar 

Border 

(Sanjib Baruah, Hindustan Times, 

30 December, 2012) 
The author argues that the lack of an 

effective border security grid along the 

1,640-km-long Indo-Myanmar border 

has resulted in the failure of the 

counter insurgency operations in the 

highly unstable region. According to a 

government security official, though 

the issue to deploy a paramilitary 

force apart from the Assam Rifles 

along one of the most vulnerable and 

porous borders has been continuously 

raised over the past three years, the 

Dfense Ministry has failed to take 

action. A secure Indo-Myanmar 

border is significant since the region 

has not only become a hub for illegal 

narcotic drugs but is also flourishing 

in weapons trade sourced from 

Thailand, Myanmar and China. This 

has promoted movement of militants 

http://www.firstpost.com/india/delhi-rape-case-will-castration-prove-to-be-an-effective-deterrent-562838.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/delhi-rape-case-will-castration-prove-to-be-an-effective-deterrent-562838.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/delhi-rape-case-will-castration-prove-to-be-an-effective-deterrent-562838.html
http://indiatogether.com/2012/dec/gov-bribe.htm
http://indiatogether.com/2012/dec/gov-bribe.htm
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laden with weapons and ammunition 

across the borders. 

While Myanmar has not shown much 

cooperation to help in curbing North-

East militancy, the Assam Rifles, 

responsible for guarding the border, 

have been stationed far away from the 

borders due to lack of infrastructure 

like helipads and road connectivity.  It 

is high time that the Defense ministry 

stops the opposition to the deployment 

of paramilitary in the region and 

guards “the most dangerous frontier in 

India.” 

 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/News

-Feed/ColumnsOthers/Keep-the-

guard-up/Article1-982820.aspx 

Date accessed: 2.1.2013 

(Simi Sunny) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/News-Feed/ColumnsOthers/Keep-the-guard-up/Article1-982820.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/News-Feed/ColumnsOthers/Keep-the-guard-up/Article1-982820.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/News-Feed/ColumnsOthers/Keep-the-guard-up/Article1-982820.aspx
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Psychology of Sex 

Offenders in India 

(Malavika Vyawahare, India Ink, 3 

January, 2012) 

  

This article explores the psychology of 

sex offenders in India by way of an 

interview with Dr. Rajat Mitra, a 

clinical psychologist, who has closely 

studied sex offenders to understand 

the motivation behind their attacks, 

interviewing hundreds of them in 

Tihar Jail in Delhi over several years. 

One of the main findings of his study 

was that “there was a widespread 

belief among the offenders that they 

were going to get away.” After the 

third or fourth crime their confidence 

level about getting away was very 

high. He therefore feels that a more 

severe punishment (like death penalty) 

may not help if certainty of 

punishment is not ensured. Sex crime 

committed in a group differ from one 

committed by an individual as there is 

a collective sense of security of 

getting away. The doctor laments that 

“there is very little awareness among 

the police force in India about the 

functioning and control of such 

elements. For example, in a city like 

Hong Kong, if a group of men are 

seen driving around in an inebriated 

state, or are seen on the road behaving 

in an inappropriate manner, a police 

vehicle would immediately start 

trailing them, and they would be made 

to take an alcohol test and be booked 

if they had already committed any 

minor offenses, which could be a step 

towards preventing a bigger crime.” 

He feels that maintaining a database of 

rapists is a good idea but a “name and 

shame campaign” may not act as a 

deterrent and may achieve the 

opposite result. He points out his 

personal observation in Tihar Jail to 

validate the above claim and says that 

“the demand for shaming has not 

worked in any part of the world.” 

  

http://india.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/0

1/03/psychologist-who-works-with-

sexual-offenders-in-india-explains-

motives/#more-53025 

Date Accessed: 4.01.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

 

DISABLED 

 

Enabling the 

Disabled 

(Ajoy Ashirwad Mahaprashasta, 

Frontline, 29 December, 2012 – 11 

January, 2013) 
 

“Disability in most countries is 

understood as physical difference 

from the majority population, more in 

terms of medical deformity.” Nations 

usually follow a “charity model for 

ensuring security to the disabled 

people, implicitly excluding them 

from the mainstream.” International 

sensitivity towards People with 

Disabilities (PwDs) has increased over 

the years, but it is far from the goals 

that were visualised in the U.N. 

convention on the rights of PwDs. 

“According to the latest estimates by 

the WHO, around 15 per cent of the 

world’s population has some form of 

disability.” 

The first International World Congress 

on Community Based Rehabilitation 

(CBR) for disabled people, a project 

initiated by the WHO took place in 

Agra in December 2012. Issues of 

social stigma and discrimination, lack 

of adequate health care and 

rehabilitation services, difficulty in 

access to transport, buildings and 

information were addressed. The 

convention was a significant departure 

from the general perception of 

disability. The concerns of PwDs were 

articulated in terms of human rights 

and citizenship rights rather than of 

granting them equal status. 

In India, in particular, progress 

towards ensuring rights to PwDs has 

been much slower than that in other 

countries. Though several laws for the 

disabled exist on paper, 

implementation is faulty. Therefore, In 

India, “the movement is about 

pressuring the state to fulfil its social 

responsibility.” 

The disability rights movement aims 

towards altering the understanding of 

disability. Scholars emphasise that 

disability is an inherently social 

phenomenon which is politically 

constructed. 

 

http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories

/20130111292610300.htm 

Date accessed: 04.01.2013 

(Anjora Sarangi) 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

 

India Needs 

Uniform Protocol 

For Rape: Human 

Rights Watch 

 (Sentinel, 30 December,2012) 
 

Human Rights Watch stated that the 

absence a uniform protocol for 

medical treatment and examination of 

survivors of sexual assault in India has 

made official responses to rapes in the 

country “ad hoc and unpredictable and 

often degrading and counter-

productive.” 

 

The Human rights Watch 2010 Report 

showed that the continued use of 

“finger test” in India has resulted in 

many doctors recording unscientific 

and degrading findings. In most cases 

doctors, police and judges search for 

evidence of “struggle or injuries 

especially hymeneal injuries, in the 

medical examination report, 

discrediting those who do not report 

such injuries.” Therefore it is 

necessary for India to establish 

national standards and a uniform 

protocol for the medical treatment and 

collection of medical evidence in 

cases of sexual assault. 

Stating the need for “dignified 

treatment and examination of sexual 

assault survivors,” the article says that 

medical and police response to sexual 

assault in India should emphasize on 

“Dignity and Accountability.” 

 

http://www.sentinelassam.com/interna

tional/story.php?sec=2&subsec=4&id

=144346&dtP=2012-12-

31&ppr=1#144346 

Date accessed 02.01.2013 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 

 

 

 

 

http://india.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/03/psychologist-who-works-with-sexual-offenders-in-india-explains-motives/%23more-53025
http://india.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/03/psychologist-who-works-with-sexual-offenders-in-india-explains-motives/%23more-53025
http://india.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/03/psychologist-who-works-with-sexual-offenders-in-india-explains-motives/%23more-53025
http://india.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/03/psychologist-who-works-with-sexual-offenders-in-india-explains-motives/%23more-53025
http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories/20130111292610300.htm
http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories/20130111292610300.htm
http://www.sentinelassam.com/international/story.php?sec=2&subsec=4&id=144346&dtP=2012-12-31&ppr=1#144346
http://www.sentinelassam.com/international/story.php?sec=2&subsec=4&id=144346&dtP=2012-12-31&ppr=1#144346
http://www.sentinelassam.com/international/story.php?sec=2&subsec=4&id=144346&dtP=2012-12-31&ppr=1#144346
http://www.sentinelassam.com/international/story.php?sec=2&subsec=4&id=144346&dtP=2012-12-31&ppr=1#144346
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Haryana To Fund 

Hydropower 

Projects in Bhutan 

(Chador Wangmo, Bhutan Observer, 

28 December, 2012) 
  

Haryana will be the first state in India 

to invest a multi-billion project in 

Bhutan and build hydropower plants 

next year. It has also been reported 

that the Haryana Chief Minister who 

recently visited Bhutan stated “all the 

modalities have been worked out and 

a team of state government officials 

will be visiting Bhutan next year.” 

Bhutanese director general of the 

Department of Hydropower and 

Power System, Ministry of Economic 

Affairs (MoEA), Ngawang Choeda 

said that as far as collaboration for 

hydropower project with India is 

concerned, “the government is directly 

involved in discussions with key 

central agencies of Indian government, 

not with state governments.” Ngawang 

Choeda assured Bhutan’s readiness to 

cooperate with investment in the 

hydropower sector, but the 

hydropower projects have to follow 

procedures and hydropower policy. 

The Chief Minister of Haryana also 

offered to collaborate with Bhutan in 

the development of the agriculture, 

horticulture, animal husbandry and 

livestock, industrial and infrastructural 

development through technical 

assistance, capacity building, 

technology, research and development 

and investment in various other pilot 

projects through a mutual agreement. 

 

http://www.bhutanobserver.bt/haryana

-to-build-power-plants-in-bhutan/ 

Date Accessed: 29.12.2012 

(Ranjana Adhikari) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

India and the 

United States: How 

Individuals and 

Corporations Have 

Driven Indo-U.S. 

Relations 

(Swaminathan S. Anklesaria Aiyar, 

Cato Institute, 11 December, 2012) 
  

The article points out that good 

economic policy can be good foreign 

policy too. It has been made evident 

by strong relations between India and 

the United States which have been 

driven substantially by corporations 

and individuals. After India’s 

economic reforms in 1991, at a time 

when the relations between the 

governments of the two countries were 

still trailing behind, two-way flows of 

individuals and corporate activity 

greatly accelerated and US became 

India’s largest trade partner. U.S. 

corporations became an important 

foreign policy lobby for India in the 

U.S. Congress. Moreover, the Indian 

diaspora in the United States grew 

rapidly and stands now at 3 million. 

Many Indian students stayed in the US 

after completing their studies and went 

on to occupy important positions in 

academia, Wall Street and Silicon 

Valley. Therefore it gives us a lesson 

that Indian foreign policy should 

promote measures that expand 

individual and corporate ties with the 

United States, as well as with other 

countries. This means embracing 

globalization and emphasizing 

international exchanges in trade, 

investment and the movement of 

people. India must see the movement 

of talented Indians abroad as mutually 

enriching ‘brain circulation’ rather 

than ‘brain drain’. Indian diplomacy 

needs to pay more attention to 

harnessing this asset. In the coming 

years, Indian foreign policy should 

aim to maximize the gains of 

interdependence, not autonomy.  

 

http://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/file

s/pubs/pdf/PA713.pdf 

Date Accessed: 2.01.2013 

(Naina Bhardwaj) 

Second Sino- Indian 

Strategic Economic 

Dialogue 

(Teshu Singh, Institute of Peace and 

Conflict Studies (IPCS), 31 

December, 2012) 
 

The second Sino- Indian Strategic 

Economic Dialogue (SED) took place 

between26-27 November 2012. 

“Following the success of the previous 

dialogue, eleven agreements were 

signed entailing investment of over 

USD 5.2 billion.” The reason for the 

Dialogue is to share experiences in 

economic development and broaden 

the bilateral relationship. Further, the 

aim is to foster greater cooperation 

and communication between India and 

China. 

Criticisms of the dialogue include the 

fact that no major initiatives were 

announced during it. Further, “Indian 

exports to China totalled USD 16.3 

billion, which accounts for a 13.3 per 

cent decline from last year. Neither 

side spelled out as to how the issue 

will be resolved.” 

The twenty first century is poised to 

be an Asian one and this dialogue can 

provide a platform for both sides to 

work together. For example; the 

energy sector, which is quite a grave 

problem for both countries. 

Environment is again a concern for 

both. Other than the US, India is the 

second country with which China has 

signed such an agreement and the 

bilateral trade between the two 

countries has increased substantially. 

With the change in leadership, new 

dynamism is expected in the Sino-

Indian relationship, building new 

windows of opportunities.” Despite 

historic hurdles between the two, “the 

Dialogue confirms the fact that 

economic linkages between the two 

countries can eventually create a 

friendly atmosphere for other 

impending issues.” 

 

http://www.ipcs.org/article/china/seco

nd-sino-indian-strategic-economic-

dialogue-a-swot-analysis-3782.html 

Date accessed: 04.01.2013 

(Anjora Sarangi) 

 

http://www.bhutanobserver.bt/haryana-to-build-power-plants-in-bhutan/
http://www.bhutanobserver.bt/haryana-to-build-power-plants-in-bhutan/
http://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/pubs/pdf/PA713.pdf
http://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/pubs/pdf/PA713.pdf
http://www.ipcs.org/article/china/second-sino-indian-strategic-economic-dialogue-a-swot-analysis-3782.html
http://www.ipcs.org/article/china/second-sino-indian-strategic-economic-dialogue-a-swot-analysis-3782.html
http://www.ipcs.org/article/china/second-sino-indian-strategic-economic-dialogue-a-swot-analysis-3782.html
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India, Pakistan 

Exchange List of N-

Installations 

(: Central Chronicle, 2 January, 

2013) 
 

In order to prohibit attacks against 

nuclear installations in India and 

Pakistan, both countries have 

exchanged list of nuclear installations 

and facilities covered under the 

conventional and nuclear Confidence 

Building Measures (CBMs) 

agreement. Since January 1, 1992 this 

is the twenty second consecutive 

exchange of such lists between the 

two countries. 

Previously on December 27 and 28, 

experts from both the countries 

reviewed the implementation & ways 

of strengthening existing CBMs. 

While reviewing the working of 

existing agreements on pre-

notification of flight tests of ballistic 

missiles and reducing the risk from 

accidents relating to nuclear weapons, 

the expert level committee “expressed 

satisfaction” and extended the latter 

for an additional period of five years 

from February, 2012. Experts from 

both the sides also discussed the 

further possibilities for newer CBMs 

relating to nuclear weapons in the 

framework of the Lahore MoU of 

1999. Stating the need to understand 

the role played by nuclear weapons, 

the 1999 Lahore Declaration aimed to 

reduce the risk of accidental or 

unauthorised use of nuclear weapons 

and to further strengthen the measures 

for confidence building in the nuclear 

and conventional fields. 

 

http://www.centralchronicle.com/india

-pakistan-exchange-list-of-n-

installations.html 

Date accessed: 02.01.2013 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can the Indian 

Navy Change the 

Balance of Power in 

the Pacific? 

(Dhruva jaishankar, Foreign Policy, 

6 December, 2012) 
 

On the lines of a recent book by C 

Raja Mohan which predicts the Sino-

Indian competition spilling from the 

Himalayas to the Indian and Pacific 

Oceans, the author argues for the 

steady growth of India’s naval 

capabilities in the region.  Indian Navy 

constitutes the largest naval presence 

in the Indian Ocean after the U.S. 

Navy and is stronger than most of the 

East Asian navies. It is a strategic time 

for the Indian navy to extend its 

operations to the Pacific because of its 

rapidly expanding economy, 

improving military technologies and 

growing energy interests.  With the 

increase in the navy’s share in the 

defense budget, it is important that the 

Navy boosts its activities its activity 

especially in the east of Strait of 

Malacca, the “critical junction of the 

Pacific and Indian Oceans through 

which 40 percent of the world’s trade 

and most of East Asia’s oil imports 

flow.” 

The author feels that Indian presence 

in the Pacific would be crucial to the 

balance of power in the region. In 

contrast to China’s disagreement with 

most of the South-East Asian 

countries because of its pursuit of 

territorial expansion, the Indian Navy 

has successfully collaborated with the 

navies of Vietnam, Phillipines and 

Taiwan in the region. The 

collaboration can form a strong force 

against China’s interests in the region. 

The author concludes that India’s 

deepening commercial engagements in 

the Pacific will present China an 

opportunity to improve cooperation 

with New Delhi, “but that would 

require it to accept India’s ability to 

play the role of a Pacific power.” 

 

http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles

/2012/12/06/indias_ocean 

Date accessed: 2.1.2013 

(Simi Sunny) 

The Rape Capital 

and Rape Island: 

Delhi and Sri 

Lanka 

(Daily Mirror, 02 January, 2013) 
 

The article draws parallels between Sri 

Lanka and India in the context of the 

recent rape incident in Delhi. There 

was a similar incident last Christmas 

Eve in Sri Lanka wherein a young 

Russian woman was allegedly gang 

raped and her British male companion 

was assaulted and killed. The key 

difference in this case was that the 

victims were foreigners, the attackers 

were politically powerful and the 

incident took place in a tourist guest 

house. Despite the victims being 

students in a Sri Lankan university, 

the case was soon forgotten. 

Complacent voices would declare that 

Sri Lanka's position regarding sexual 

violence against women is better than 

India’s ( the latter is ranked No 4 by 

the Thomas Reuters Foundation’s 

Trust Law website, after Afghanistan, 

Pakistan, Zaire and Somalia). 

However, in Sri Lanka, “it is doubtful 

if public protest would have gone 

beyond a picket line in Colombo, or if 

the course of law would have taken a 

better turn.” Meanwhile, there are 

similarities between the two countries. 

Firstly, it may be possible that both 

groups of rapists saw their victims in 

the same light: a class apart from them 

and decadent. Secondly, in both the 

countries, high a proportion of 

policemen are working for VIP 

security. Finally, what sadly unites 

both the countries is the ‘hang them, 

they deserve it’ mentality among the 

public. 

 

http://www.dailymirror.lk/opinion/172

-opinion/24675-the-rape-capital-and-

rape-island.html 

Date Accessed: 03. 01. 2013 

(Amrutha Jose) 
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Indo-Russian 

Summit and the 

Way Ahead 

( Manish Vaid, Observer Research 

Foundation, 31 December, 2012) 
  

The 13th Indo-Russian summit 

between Russian President Vladimir 

Putin and Prime Minister Manmohan 

Singh was held on 24th December 

2012 during which the two countries 

signed 10 bilateral documents 

including a defence deal as well as a 

massive $45 billion deal for setting up 

18 nuclear power plants in India, one 

every year. 

These announcements have come at a 

critical stage in the Indo-Russian 

relations as following factors have 

created ripples in the ties between the 

2 countries: 

 

1. The annulment of 122 telecom 

licenses following the 2G row 

which included those owned by 

the Russian company Sistema 

2. The opposition to the 

Koodankulam nuclear power 

plant and the heated debate on the 

Nuclear Liability Law 

3. India’s attempt to diversify its 

sources of procurement to reduce 

dependence on any one supplier 

(namely Russia) 

 

But the summit has assuaged fears of a 

possible fall out between the 2 states 

and in fact has indicated new 

possibilities of extending their 

integration beyond conventional 

strategic ties. 

Given India's precarious position in 

energy security and its efforts to curb 

its carbon intensity and emissions, the 

need to gain access to cheaper and 

cleaner fuel from Russia becomes 

imperative. The author highlights the 

findings of The FICCI-PWC report 

that “projects the country's import 

dependency on oil to be between 91 

and 94 percent by 2031- 32, thereby 

straining its fiscal deficit further.” The 

need of the hour is to strengthen our 

alliance with Russia, especially in the 

hydrocarbon sector to help curb the 

country's crude imports, while giving 

Russia a strategic presence in South 

Asia. 

It is in line with this strategy that the 

Indian companies are already eyeing 

various projects in Russia which 

includes ONGC Videsh Limited's 

(OVL) Sakhalin-III, construction of a 

refinery in the Primorsky region, and 

joint work in third countries. 

  

http://www.observerindia.com/cms/sit

es/orfonline/modules/analysis/Analysi

sDetail.html?cmaid=46173&mmacmai

d=46174 

Date accessed: 1.1.2013 

(Hansa Kaul)  

 

International 

Affairs 
 

Unemployment: A 

Comparative Study 

of South Africa and 

Brazil 

(: Catherine Grant-Makokera and 

Itumeleng Rantao, South African 

Institute of International Affairs 

(SAIIA), 26 November, 2012) 
 

Unemployment is one of the most 

serious problems facing South Africa 

today. An economist, Chris Hart, in 

his paper compares the unemployment 

situation in South Africa to the 

employment success story in Brazil. 

He blames the taxation policies of the 

country for unemployment. “This 

focus on a reduction in taxation is in 

line with the New Growth Path 

(NGP), wherein government has 

announced its desire to attract more 

foreign direct investment (FDI) in 

manufacturing by implementing low 

effective taxation rates. FDI is viewed 

as critical for development.” Cross 

country studies by World Bank 

conclude that lowering effective taxes 

can attract investment, reduce tax 

evasion and enhance the creation of 

Small and Medium Enterprises 

(SMEs) ultimately leading to an 

increase in sales, GDP and solve the 

problem of unemployment. However, 

the 2012 World Economic Forum 

(WEF) has found that the tax policy 

accounts for only 0.7% of all obstacles 

to investment in South Africa and that 

it is the “inadequately educated labour 

force, and restrictive labour 

regulations” which are prime reasons 

for unemployment. 

Though, like South Africa, Brazil also 

has stringent labour laws, the latter 

“has managed to substantially increase 

its employment levels while South 

Africa has not.” The two countries 

differ primarily in terms of context. 

They face different obstacles to 

growth. For South Africa, there is a 

need to focus “labour laws in the short 

term and education in the longer term 

so as to create a favourable business 

environment.” 

 

http://saiia.org.za/diplomatic-

pouch/south-africa-s-exceptional-

unemployment-is-tax-the-silver-

bullet.html 

Date accessed: 30.12.2012 

(Anjora Sarangi) 

 

Diplomatic Support 

to Israel (The Echo of India, 

29 December, 2012) 
The article highlights not only the 

main reasons for diplomatic support to 

Israel from US and Germany but also 

assesses the evolving/changing 

diplomatic policy of Germany towards 

Israel. Washington backs Israel for 

two reasons. Firstly, Israel, like 

America, is a nation founded on 

territories that belonged to another 

people — Native Indians in the case of 

US and Palestinians with regard to 

Israel. Secondly, American politicians 

and administrations fear the awesome 

power of the American Israel Public 

Affairs Committee. There is a fear 

factor underlying the German attitude 

to Israel too — the fear of being 

considered anti Jews if any 

government or politician criticizes 

Israel even slightly. Germans, who 

have been blamed by Israel to be 

responsible for Nazi crimes are now 

turning the tables on ‘Israelis’ by 

calling them “the willing 

executioners” because the general 

public is overwhelmingly supporting 

their government’s anti Palestinian 

policies including the blockade and 

frequent bombing of Gaza. German 

http://www.observerindia.com/cms/sites/orfonline/modules/analysis/AnalysisDetail.html?cmaid=46173&mmacmaid=46174
http://www.observerindia.com/cms/sites/orfonline/modules/analysis/AnalysisDetail.html?cmaid=46173&mmacmaid=46174
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http://saiia.org.za/diplomatic-pouch/south-africa-s-exceptional-unemployment-is-tax-the-silver-bullet.html
http://saiia.org.za/diplomatic-pouch/south-africa-s-exceptional-unemployment-is-tax-the-silver-bullet.html
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Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 

administration is readjusting its Israeli 

policy compatible with evolving 

popular sentiment. At the UN General 

Assembly, Germany joined 40 other 

nations in abstaining from a vote on 

upgrading the status of Palestinians to 

non-member observer state. Germany 

has also voiced displeasure over 

Israel’s controversial settlement plans 

on land that Palestinians seek for their 

state. The plan could cut across West 

Bank and cut Palestinians off from 

Jerusalem, their would-be capital. 

Therefore the message is clear: “When 

it comes to Israel, Germany wishes to 

be just like any other nation – 

exercising its judgment based on the 

rights and wrongs of a case even if 

Israel happens to be a party to the 

dispute.” 

http://echoofindia.com/editorial/diplo

matic-support-19339 
Date Accessed: 2.01.2013 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 

SOUTH ASIA 
 

Foreigners Show 

Interest To Invest 

In Bhutan 

(: Chador Wangmo, Bhutan 

Observer, 28 December, 2012) 
 

The article describes that foreign 

companies are interested to invest in 

Bhutan, and between August-

December 2012, Ministry of 

Economic Affairs approved two new 

FDI proposals. A Vietnamese 

company, Furniture and Interior Fill 

Out will be collaborating with AdrukA 

Private Limited; Alstom Hydro 

Holding, a company from France will 

also be collaborating with Drunk 

Green Power Corporation (DGPC). 

This collaboration with France will be 

a joint venture with its net worth 

coming to 1.094 billion. “A total of 

seven FDIs have been approved this 

year. Four investors were from India 

and one each from Japan, the US and 

Vietnam. Last year, investors from 

India, Samoa and Singapore showed 

interest to invest in Bhutan.” The FDI 

official of the Ministry of Economic 

Affairs, Tashi Dorji, stated that the 

reason for such good progress is 

because of the streamlining of the FDI 

policy and promotional activities 

carried out by the government. The 

Royal Monetary Authority (RMA) 

suggests that “Bhutan has the least 

development in the net FDI.” 

Therefore, foreign investment is 

important for Bhutan as it will 

promote development and economic 

activities in the country. 

 

http://www.bhutanobserver.bt/seven-

fdis-approved-this-year/ 

Date Accessed: 2.1.2013 

(Ranjana Adhikari) 

 

 

EAST & 

SOUTH EAST 

ASIA 

 

China’s New Land 

Compensation For 

Farmers  
 (: Editorial, China Daily, 28 

December, 2012) 
 

Chinese legislators have proposed an 

amendment to the existing Land 

Administration Law, to enhance the 

legal bargaining capacity of its 

farmers. The existing law states that 

compensation and relocation payments 

to farmers should at most be 30 times 

the average annual output of the land 

for three years before it is taken over. 

On the other hand the proposed 

amendment necessitates that “fair 

compensation should be ensured in 

accordance with the law and in a just 

and open manner, which leaves more 

leeway for farmers to bargain with 

land seizers.” 

The amendment is seen as a “long 

overdue” and very crucial for the 

future of Chinese farmers as the social 

security nets so far do not cover the 

farmers. At the same time the author 

also urges the Chinese people to 

ensure that the amended law does not 

remain only in paper. As research 

shows that local governments time and 

again play a dubious role in land sales 

and often comply with the developers. 

While in most cases it is difficult for 

the farmers to approach the courts. 

Thus according to the author it is a 

requisite that the local governments 

leave their “GDP-centered mindset” 

and jointly with the courts, become 

more independent in dealing with 

land-related disputes concerning the 

farmers. 

 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion

/2012-12/28/content_16063436.htm 

Date accessed 02.01.2013 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 

 

Lobbyists Urge 

Govt To Revise 

Tobacco Regulation 

(:The Jakarta Post, 2 January, 2013) 
  

The article clearly states that the 

Tobacco lobbyists have advised 

President Susilo Bambang 

Yudhoyono, to amend the draft 

government regulation (RPP) on 

tobacco control. They suggest that the 

President should take into account the 

opinions of all the stakeholders before 

the draft is signed. “Two key issues in 

the tobacco regulation are the 

inclusion of graphic health warnings 

on cigarette packets and the 

designation of smoke-free zones to 

protect non-smokers.” Indonesian 

Tobacco Growers Association (APTI) 

chairman Nurtanio Wisnu Brata said, 

that “the draft had not accommodated 

the needs of those who opposed the 

planned regulation” and cited the 

example of India as the government 

involved all stakeholders in the 

process of drafting regulations of 

tobacco use in the country. “The 

Indonesian government should learn 

from India in creating tobacco 

regulations to avoid an ongoing 

polemic on the issue.” Interestingly, 

Nurtanio Wisnu Brata also said that if 

the regulation on tobacco damages the 

welfare of the tobacco farmers, the 

APTI would boycott the government 

by refusing to pay taxes and also 

participate during elections.   

http://echoofindia.com/editorial/diplomatic-support-19339
http://echoofindia.com/editorial/diplomatic-support-19339
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http://www2.thejakartapost.com/news/

2013/01/02/lobbyists-urge-govt-

revise-tobacco-regulation.html 

Date Accessed: 2.1.2013   

(Ranjana Adhikari) 

  

Philippines Passes 

Divisive 

Reproductive 

Health Bill 

(:  CNN Staff, 30 December, 2012) 
  

A Legislation mandating the 

government to fund contraception and 

sex education classes in Philippines 

starting mid-January has been passed 

by the Members of Parliament. 

Closing a divisive chapter in the 

history of Philippines, the deputy 

presidential spokeswoman also said 

that the act will open the possibility of 

cooperation and reconciliation among 

diverse sections in society through 

engagement and dialogue 

characterized by a collective desire to 

improve the welfare of the Filipino 

people. 

 Before approving the legislation, a 

reconciliation committee was set up to 

work out variances in the versions of 

the bill passed by the two houses. The 

bill, despite having public backing 

was opposed by the Catholic Church 

in fear of destroying marriage and 

morality in the Filipino society. 

However Sen. Edgardo Angara called 

the bill "an affirmation of human 

rights," as not all Filipinos are 

Catholics. 

 

http://edition.cnn.com/2012/12/29/wor

ld/asia/philippines-health-

bill/index.html?hpt=wo_c2 

Date accessed 02.01.2013 

(Junty Sharma Pathak) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AMERICAS 
 

U.S. To Send 

Military Missions 

To More Than 35 

African Countries 

In 2013 

(: Gramma Internacional, 27 

December, 2012) 
 

The Pentagon has announced that it is 

going to send small Army teams to 

more than 35 African countries with 

the objective to train and equip the 

national armies. “The Second Combat 

Brigade mission is to begin in the 

spring of 2013 and will engage in 

approximately 100 exercises 

throughout the African continent, first 

in Libya, Sudan, Niger, Kenya and 

Uganda, where the Pentagon reports 

the largest presence of armed groups 

linked to Al Qaeda.” Interestingly, this 

propaganda might be rejected by many 

countries simply because of the fear of 

an extension of a U.S. military base. 

 

http://www.granma.cu/ingles/internati

onal-i/27dic-military-missions.html 

Date Accessed: 2.1.2013 

(Ranjana Adhikari) 
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BOOKS 

The God Market 

How Globalization is Making India 

More Hindu 

By Meera Nanda 

  

The book draws the reader’s attention 

towards religious trends in one of the 

fastest growing countries in the world. 

The author says that India’s 

experience with religious nationalism 

and fundamentalism goes against 

“conventional wisdom which says that 

integration into the global marketplace 

tends to weaken the power of 

traditional faith in developing 

countries.” On the contrary and 

“against expectations of growing 

secularism, India has instead seen a 

remarkable intertwining of Hinduism 

and neoliberal ideology, spurred on by 

a growing capitalist class.” According 

to Meera Nanda, “State-Temple-

Corporate Complex” exercises 

“decisive political and economic 

power, and provides ideological cover 

for the dismantling of the Nehru-era 

state-dominated economy.” In this 

book, she explores the root cause 

behind Hindu institutions replacing 

public ones. She also delves into “its 

possible future, as well as the struggle 

for secularism and socialism in the 

world’s second-most populous 

country.” 

  

http://monthlyreview.org/press/books/

pb2495/ 

 Date Accessed: 4.01.2013 

(Karishma Mutreja) 

 

India's Foreign 

Policy: Coping with 

the Changing 

World 

by Muchkund 

Dubey 

(Prithvi Ram Mudiam, The 

Economic and Political Weekly, 29 

December, 2012) 
  

The book contains reworked papers 

published by Dubey over the last two 

decades on issues related to India’s 

foreign policy forays and concerns. 

 

While emphasising the necessity for 

India to maintain a minimum military 

preparedness both in conventional and 

nuclear terms for its physical survival, 

Dubey pays adequate attention to non-

conventional dimensions of security 

like food, energy and environment. He 

argues that the foreign policy of a 

country should meet its internal needs, 

developmental as well as security. 

While throwing light on India’s 

relations with her neighbours, Dubey 

puts forward the issues of identity, 

asymmetry and the nature of domestic 

politics of these countries as 

significant factors leading to 

interlinked volatile equations within 

the subcontinent. 

 

 As Mudiam puts it “The approach of 

the author to the study of India’s 

foreign policy is unsentimental and 

realistic without descending into crude 

‘Realism’. He seems to follow the 

Nehruvian dictum that “idealism is the 

realism of tomorrow.” 

  

http://www.epw.in/book-

reviews/redefining-indias-

independent-foreign-policy.html 

Date accessed: 31.12.2012 

(Hansa Kaul)  
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