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EXISTING LAW: SECTION 376 (INDIAN PENAL CODE) PUNISHMENT FOR 
RAPE 
 
• A person who commits rape shall be punished with imprisonment which shall 

not be less than seven years; or which may extend up to life imprisonment; or up 
to 10 years. 

• If the woman raped is his own wife and not under 12 years of age, the rapist will 
get up to two years' imprisonment or will  be fined, or both. 

• A police officer who rapes a woman in a police station, under his custody, or a 
public servant, or a hospital staff who rapes a women in his custody, or a person 
who rapes a girl under 12, or rapes a pregnant woman, or men who commit 
gang-rape are liable to be punished with minimum 10 years of rigorous 
imprisonment or a life imprisonment, or fined or both. 
 

The law provides that the court may, for adequate and special reasons to be 
mentioned in the judgment, impose a sentence of imprisonment for a term of no less 
than seven years. 

INDIAN CRIME CLOCK  

• 1 crime committed against women 
every three minutes. 

• 1 molestation case every 15 
minutes. 

• 1 sexual harassment case every 53 
minutes.  

• 1 kidnapping and abduction case 
every 23 minutes 

Cover Story 
 

Women’s Groups 
Demand Action on 
Violence Against 
Women, Suggest 
Changes  
 
In the wake of the gang-rape of a 23-
year-old woman in Delhi, the Union 
Home Minister said, “To ensure a 
strong law to deal with crimes of this 
nature, Government will take 
immediate steps for the amendment of 
the Criminal Law for enhanced and 
more effective punishment in the 
rarest of the rare cases of sexual 
assault such as this.” Under the 
existing law, the IPC provides a 
punishment of a minimum of seven 
years and to a maximum of life 
imprisonment and a fine for the 
offence of rape. 

To ensure that concrete steps are taken 
to prevent crimes against women, on 
22 December 2012 a judicial 
committee headed by J. S. Verma, a 
former Chief Justice of India was 
constituted by the Central government. 
“The committee has urged the public 
in general and particularly eminent 
jurists, legal professionals, NGOs, 
women group’s and civil society to 
share” their views, knowledge and 
experience suggesting possible 
amendments in the criminal and other 
relevant laws to provide for quicker 
investigation, prosecution and trial, as 
also heightened punishment for 
criminals accused of committing 
sexual assault of an extreme nature 
against women.  

 
Women’s Groups, Human Rights 
Groups Suggest Changes 

 
Many concerns and suggestions have 
been pouring in from women groups, 
human rights organisations, jurists and 
activists to reduce the crime rate 
against women. Some of these 
organisations include the Asian Centre 

for Human Rights, National 
Commission for Women and All India 
Progressive Women's Association. 
Asian Centre for Human Rights 
(ACHR) has recommended that 
Justice J. S. Verma Commission 
should remove prior sanction required 
for prosecution of public servants in 
the cases of custodial rapes. Secondly 
it proposes an amendment in the 
Criminal Procedure Code and Indian 
Penal Code to define sexual assault as 
a violation of bodily integrity, and also 
seeks an amendment in the Section 
375 of the Indian Penal Code (rape) 
and Section 354 (outraging modesty of 
women) to include a broad offence of 
sexual assault graded and based on 
harm to provide for punishment 
commensurate with the sexual assault. 
Among other amendments ACHR has 
also sought removal of any 
requirement that sexual assault be 
committed by force or violence for 
enhanced punishment; removal of any 
requirement of proof of penetration to 
establish sexual assault or rape; and to 
provide for heightened punishment 
including “imprisonment until death” 
in aggravated sexual assault or in 
aggravating circumstances not limited 
to the age of the survivor, the 
relationship of the perpetrator/s and 
survivor, the use or threat of violence, 
the presence/participation of multiple 
perpetrators, and grave physical or 
mental consequences of the attack on 
the victim. 
 

Criticising the “restrictive” terms of 
reference of the Justice Verma 
Commission ACHR has argued that 
“the Commission should bear in mind 
that failure of the law to take its own 
course against cases of sexual assault, 
which may not necessarily be of 
extreme nature, ultimately creates the 
environment where criminals dare to 
commit sexual assault of extreme 
nature. Women in India have been 
facing unprecedented sexual violence 
and the Committee must broaden the 
definition to capture all forms of 
sexual assault.” 

National Commission for Women 
(NCW) has demanded sensitisation of 
the police in these issues and insisted 
that the probe of rape case shouldn't be 
handled by an officer no less than the 
rank of Deputy Superintendent of 
Police. 
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• 1 rape case every 29 minutes. 

• Four out of ten women in India have 
experienced violence in the home. 

• 45% of women have suffered at least 
one incident of physical or 
psychological violence in their life. 

• 26% have experienced at least one 
moderate form of physical violence. 

• More than 50% of pregnant women 
have experienced severe violent 
physical injuries. 

• Approximately 6,000 women are 
killed in India every year because of 
dowry. Unofficial estimates are as 
high as 15,000 deaths a year.  

• In other words, between 16 and 40 
women die every day because of 
dowry. 

Furthermore the commission stated 
that in order to deter crimes of this 
nature it is important to control female 
foeticide, create more awareness 
programmes in this regard, for this the 
NCW has requested the concerned 
ministries to raise extra funds in this 
effect. The NCW has also favoured 
capital punishment for the 
perpetrators. 

Condemning Sexual Violence and 
Opposing Death Penalty, All India 
Progressive Women's Association 
(AIPWA)  has made several demands 
including measures for immediate 
relief in terms of legal, medical, 
financial and psychological assistance 
and long-term rehabilitation measures 
to survivors of sexual assault, 
compulsory courses within the 
training curriculum on gender 
sensitisation for all personnel 
employed and engaged by the State in 
its various institutions, including the 
police. The association has also 
insisted on the immediate setting up of 
fast track courts for rape and other 
forms of sexual violence all across the 
country. State governments should 
operationalize the creation of fast 
tracks courts on a priority basis and 
sentencing should be done within a 
period of six months. In addition the 
role of NCW must be reviewed and 
audited.  
 

AIPWA also opposes the Criminal 
Law (Amendment) Bill 2012 and 
strongly feels that the Bill must not be 
passed in its current form because of 
its many serious loopholes and lacuna 
and stated that there has been no 
amendment to the flawed definition of 
consent under Sec 375IPC and this has 
worked against the interest of justice 
for women. Secondly the formulation 
of the crime of sexual assault as 
gender neutral makes the identity of 
the perpetrator/accused also gender 
neutral. Further demanded the 
definition of perpetrator be gender-
specific as sexual violence also targets 
transgender people and legal reform 
must address this. 
 
Also, the bill in its current form does 
not recognise “the structural and 
graded nature of sexual assault, based 
on concepts of hurt, harm, injury, 
humiliation and degradation. The Bill 
also does not use well-established 
categories of sexual assault, 
aggravated sexual assault and sexual 
offences. Lastly it does not mention 
sexual assault by security forces as a 
specific category of aggravated sexual 
assault.” Therefore it strongly 
recommends the inclusion of 
perpetration of sexual assault by 
security forces under Sec 376(2). 
More Concerns: Special Courts and 
Death Penalty 
 
The Criminal Laws (Amendment) 
Bill, 2012, has also been criticized for 
being silent on special courts to deal 
with sexual offences in a time-bound 
manner. Moreover with regards to the 
setting of special courts it was pointed 
out that “recommendation to set up 
special courts to deal with sexual 
offences, including rape was made by 
the Law Commission of India on 
March 25, 2000. Thereafter, the Law 
Commission in 2003 drafted the 
Sexual Offences (Special Courts) Bill, 
2003. However nothing has been done 
as a follow-up to this proposal.” 
 
Public fury has also demanded that 
“rarest of rare” cases of rape be 
punished by death. However, human 
rights lawyer Vrinda Grover pointed 
out that there was no evidence to 
suggest that the death penalty acted as 
a deterrent to rape. “Already, rape 

cases have a conviction rate of 26 per 
cent and death penalty would lower 
this conviction rate even further. The 
most important deterrent is the 
certainty of punishment, rather than 
the severity of its form.” A former 
Supreme Court judge has cautioned 
that making rape punishable by 
"hanging till death'' may lead to more 
victims being killed after being raped. 
NHRC chief Justice (retd) K G 
Balakrishnan, for example, has 
pointed out that any such law could 
result in rapists killing victims to 
destroy evidence. Currently, murder is 
punishable under law by death 
sentence however rape is not 
punishable by death. A death penalty 
might provide an impetus to the rapist 
to rape the victim as well as murder 
her. Thus, leaving a possible rape 
victim survivor to the mercy of the 
rapist.  Senior counsel Adhik 
Shirodkar and advocate Hitesh Jain 
have said, “Life sentence is applicable 
and permitted as the punishment for 
rape, yet it is awarded in few cases. 
More convicts must be sentenced to a 
rigorous life term-which now means 
till his/her death in jail. The prison 
term must be made to be served in 
solitary confinement.” 
 
 

Why is Violence against Women 
Intrinsic to Indian Society? 

 
“It’s a miracle a woman survives in 
India. Even before she is born, she is 
at the risk of being aborted due to our 
obsession for sons,” said Shemeer 
Padinzjharedil, who runs a website 
Maps4aid.com that maps and 
documents crime against women. 
From cradle to grave, females are 
under the clutches of numerous evils 
acts like discrimination, oppression, 
violence, within the family, at the 
workplaces and in the society at large. 
It is a known fact that women have 
been ill-treated in every society and 
India is no exception. It is ironical that 
in a country where women are 
worshipped as Shakti, atrocities are 
committed against her in different 
stages of her life. A girl child may 
face abuse, rape and early marriage 
and even when she marries, she might 
be killed for dowry.  
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The United Nations Declaration on 
the Elimination of Violence against 
Women (DEVAW) defines VAW 
as: 
 

“Any act of gender-based violence 
that results in, or is likely to result 
in, physical, sexual or psychological 
harm or suffering to women, 
including threats of such acts, 
coercion or arbitrary deprivation of 
liberty, whether occurring in public 
or in private life.”*NCRB Report 

Girls have been perceived as a burden 
due to age old deep rooted mindset 
which dictates that women are inferior 
and must be restricted to being home 
makers and child bearers, in addition 
to age old customs and beliefs linking 
a female sexual behaviour to family 
honour. In certain cases violence 
against women has a level of social 
acceptability. National Family Health 
Survey-III shows 51% of Indian men 
and 54% of women justified wife 
beating.  

In spite of having robust gender laws, 
enforcement has been ineffective due 
to the prevalence of a feudal mindset 
among bureaucrats, magistrates and 
the police. Also the fear of losing 
conservative votes restricts politicians 
to crack down on customary biases 
against women. Judge Katju stated 
that laws alone can only play a small 
part in empowering women in this 
country. Greater role can be played by 
education and changing the mindset of 
men who regard women as inferior. 

The UN also identifies the following 
as causes against Violence against 
Women (VAW) 

• Doctrines of privacy: The 
persistent belief in many societies 
that VAW is a private issue 
seriously impedes attempts to 
eradicate this violence.  

• Economic Dependence: The 
economic dependence of women 
on men, limited rights over land 
and property, limited employment 
opportunities and adverse 
employment conditions makes her 
condition more vulnerable. 

• Patterns of conflict resolution: 
Links have been identified 
between VAW in the home and     
community in areas that are in 
conflict or that are militarised. 
Often, heightened insecurity 
means that tensions within the 
home are more pronounced and 
can contribute to the perpetuation 
of VAW in the family. Moreover, 
attention tends to be on the 
conflict as a result women’s 
sufferings are often 
overshadowed. VAW is also 
frequently used as a formal 
military tactic. 

South Asia Deputy Director for UN 
Women pointed that there are two 
India’s, one where we can see more 
equality and prosperity for women but 
another where the vast majority of 
women are living with no choice, 
voice or rise.  
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World’s Most Dangerous Places for Women 
 

According to an expert poll conducted by Thompson Reuter’s Trust Law Women, India along with Afghanistan, Congo, and Somalia 
is one of the most dangerous places for women. The survey, polling 370 gender specialists, also found, Canada to be the best place to 
be a woman amongst G20 nations, excluding the European Union economic grouping. The same poll concluded India to be the 
worst country due infanticide, child marriage and slavery. Saudi Arabia was the second worst, after India followed by Indonesia, 
South Africa and Mexico. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rank Country Poll's Key Risk Categories 

1 Afghanistan 
• 1 in 11 girls has a chance of dying in childbirth. 
• Some 87% of women are illiterate. 
• 70-80 % of girls and women face forced marriages. 

2 Congo 
• About 1,150 women are raped every day, or some 420,000 a year. 
• 57 % of pregnant women are anaemic. 

3 Pakistan 
• More than 1,000 women and girls are victims of "honour killings" every year. 
• 90 % of women in Pakistan face domestic violence. 

4 India 

• 100 million people, mostly women and girls, are involved in trafficking one way or 
another. 

• Up to 50 million girls are "missing" over the past century due to female infanticide 
and foeticide. 

• 44.5 % of girls are married before the age of 18. 

5 Somalia 

• 95 % of women face FGM (female genital mutilation), mostly between the ages of 4 and 
11. 

• Only 9 % of women give birth at a health facility. 
• Only 7.5% of parliament seats are held by women. 
• 95 % of women face FGM, mostly between the ages of 4 and 11. 
• *As per poll conducted by Thompson Reuter’s Trust Law Women. 
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Crime in India  
 

According to the “Crime in India” reports released annually by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 
 
• Overall crimes against women have risen by 67.18% from 2001/02 to 2011. 
• For every 2 rapes a decade ago, India now sees 3 today. 

Crimes against Women are registered under: 

IPC sections                
                                                                 

Special and Local Laws (SLL) 

Rape (Section 376 ) 
 

Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 

Kidnapping and Abduction for specified purposes (Sections 
363-373) 
 

Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 

Homicide for Dowry, Dowry Deaths and Attempts (Sections 
302 and 304-B) 
 

Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act, 
1986 

Torture (Section 498-A) 
 

Sati Prevention Act, 1987 

Sexual Harassment (Section 509) 
 

 

Importation of Girls up to 21 years (Section 366-B) 
 

 

 

Crimes against women are highly under-reported in India; therefore the figures are a gross underestimation of the actual situation. In 
India, there are   496,514,346 (2001 Census of India) girls and women. If all of them experience sexual harassment just once a year, 
and report it, the figure would be staggering. Among the crimes listed by NCRB, rape, molestation, sexual harassment, murder and 
dowry deaths are reported more frequently than dacoity, arson or counterfeiting. 

Charge- sheeting vs. Conviction Rate 
 

Crime Charge-sheeting 
Rate 

Conviction 
Rate 

Kidnapping & abduction of women & girls 73.0 28.1 

Molestation 96.5 27.7 

Sexual harassment 96.4 45.8 

Cruelty by husband and relatives 94.4 20.2 

Importation of girls 82.4 7.8 

Total crime against women (IPC+SLL) 92.0 26.9 
 
 
As per NCRB annual reports, crimes against women show an increase in rape, molestation, cruelty by husbands and relatives, and 
kidnapping and abduction from 2001-02 to 2011. Sexual harassment is the only exception to the crime-by-crime trend, dropping 
successively since 2008. 

Year Rape Molestation Sexual 
Harassment 

Cruelty by 
husband and  
relatives 

Abduction Dowry Death All Crimes 

2011 24,206 42,968 8,570 99,135 33,565 8,618 2,19,062 
2010 22,172 40,613 9,961 94,041 29,795 8,391 2,04,973 
2009 21,397 38,711 11,009 89,546 25,741 8,391 2,04,973 
2008 21,467 40,413 12,214 81,344 22,939 8,172 1,86,549 
2007 20,737 38,734 10,950 75,930 20,416 8,093 1,74,860 
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State wise crimes against women are high in Delhi, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Kerala, West Bengal, Rajasthan, 
Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana and Gujarat. In 2011, the highest number of rape cases was registered in Madhya Pradesh, its 3406 
cases accounting for 14.1 per cent of the national total. West Bengal, which has 7.55 per cent of the country’s population, registered 
12.7 per cent of 2011’s total crimes against women (29,133 cases). Andhra Pradesh, with 7 per cent of population, accounted for 12.4 
per cent of total crimes against women in the country reporting 28, 246 cases in the year 2011.  

States and Cities with Highest Rate of Crime 
(Rate of crime against women means number of crimes against women per one lakh population) 
 
 

Crime National 
Rate of 
Crime 

State City 
 

Rape 2 Mizoram-7.1 Durg-Bhilaingar-5.7 

Kidnapping And 
Abduction 

2.9 Delhi-12.4 Agra-13.8 

Dowry Deaths 0.7 Bihar-1.4 Agra-3.2 

Cruelty By Husband 
And Relatives 

8.2 West Bengal-21.6 Vijaywada-71.5 

Sexual Harassment 
(Eve-Teasing) 

0.7 Andhra Pradesh-4.3 Vijaywada-23.8 

Molestation 3.6 Kerala-11.2 Kollam-17.3 

 

 
States and Cities with Highest Percentage Share in Head Wise Crime 

 
 

Crime State  City  
Rape Madhya Pradesh-14.1 New Delhi-17.6 
Kidnapping and Abduction Uttar Pradesh-21.2 New Delhi-31.8 
Dowry Deaths Uttar Pradesh-26.9 New Delhi-14 
Cruelty by Husband and Relatives West Bengal-19.9 New Delhi-9.7 
Sexual Harassment (Eve-Teasing) Andhra Pradesh-42.7 Vijaywada-18 
Molestation Madhya Pradesh-15.5 New Delhi and 

Mumbai-10.1 

 
 

State and City Rank 
 

 As per Percentage Share in All Crimes                                          As per Rate of Total Cognizable Crimes 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
• A total of 2, 28,650 incidents of crime against women (both under IPC and SLL) were reported in the country during 

the year 2011 as compared to 2, 13,585 incidences in the year 2010 recording an increase of 7.1% during the year 2011. 
• The crime against women during the year 2011 has increased by 7.1% over the year 2010 and by 23.4% over the year 

2007. The IPC component of crimes against women has accounted for 95.8% of total crimes and the rest 4.2% were SLL 
crimes against women. The proportion of IPC crimes committed against women towards total IPC crimes has increased 
during last 5 years from 8.8% in the year 2007 to 9.4% during the year 2011. 

Rank  State (All India 
Share) 

City (All Cities 
Share) 

1 Tripura Vijaywada 

2 Assam Kota 

3 Kerala Kollam 

4 Andhra Pradesh Jaipur 

5 West Bengal Asansol 

Rank  State (All India 
Share) 

City (All Cities 
Share) 

1 West Bengal-12.7 New Delhi-13.3 

2 Andhra Pradesh-12.4 Bengaluru-5.6 

3 Uttar Pradesh-9.9  Hyderabad-5.5 

4 Rajasthan-8.7 Vijaywada-5.3 

5 Madhya Pradesh-7.3 Ahmadabad-5.2 
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• The rate of crime has increased marginally from 18.0 in the year 2010 to 18.9 during the year 2011. Tripura has 
reported the highest rate of crime against women at 37.0 during the year 2011 as compared to 18.9 crime rate at the National 
level. 

 

Strong and Collective Action Need of the Hour 
 

Countries across the globe have their own type of laws and regulations and some of them change according to the present demand of 
the society. The national attention received by the recent gang-rape incident in New Delhi has directed public opinion towards the 
need of police reforms, judicial reforms and the need to initiate a change in the mindset of society towards women. In an important 
judgement when khap panchayats were seen supporting early marriage of girls to prevent rape, the Supreme Court on October 19, 
2012 said, “The existing laws, if necessary, be revised and appropriate new laws be enacted by Parliament and the State Legislature to 
protect women from any form of indecency and disrespect at all places- in their homes as well as outside, prevent all forms of violence 
- domestic violence, sexual assault and sexual harassment at the workplace.” 

There is no doubt that we are in the midst of a great revolution in the history of women. The evidence is everywhere; the voice of 
women is increasingly heard in Parliament, courts and in the streets. It is an irony that while we are celebrating women’s right in all 
spheres, we show little or no concern for her honour. To improve the status of women in the society, it must be asserted that social 
reforms is in social thinking, behaviour and law could be effective only if they are backed by a major section of the society. 

 

Delhi Rape Case: Does the Answer Lie in Police or Judicial Reform? 
(Firstpost, 19 December, 2012) 
  
 The gang-rape of a 23 year old medical student in the capital has once again put the spotlight on police and judicial reforms. Justice to 
victims of such heinous crimes depends on the police and the judiciary of the country. Many sections of society have echoed strong 
demands for reforms in the police force as well as asked for review of the judicial process to ensure speedy justice to victims of eve 
teasing, molestation, harassment and rape. According to former senior police officer Kiran Bedi, the police should be involved and 
engaged in conducting social analysis. There should be a sociologist for the police and for most rape and sexual assault cases bail 
should be conditional. She also stressed on the need for a regular social audit, wherein citizen’s groups along with the administration, 
should meet for a monthly social audit. Police reforms have to be accompanied by increased police presence at night by reallocating 
PCR vans at vulnerable places. Other public figures like Manali Bhandare, a Supreme Court lawyer, has pointed out that apart from 
police reforms there should be fast track courts which should conclude hearing such cases within a year. 
  
The need for police and judicial reforms will receive resounding support if one casts a glance at the statistics brought out by studies 
and reports. According to police data, the number of rape cases reported in New Delhi rose from 459 in 2009 to 568 in 2011. Delhi 
seems to have rightfully earned the infamous title of the ‘Rape Capital’ as more than 600 cases were reported in the city last year — 
more than in Mumbai, Chennai and Bangalore combined. According to ASSOCHAM Social Development Foundation, one in three 
women feels unsafe using the city public transport, and 92 percent of working women reported feeling unsafe after sundown. Sexual 
molestation of women in public spaces is routine in India but it is often wrongly labelled as “eve-teasing”. The Parliament is therefore 
considering changes in definition and language in a new sexual assault law.B 
                                                                                                                                          
http://www.firstpost.com/india/delhi-rape-case-does-the-answer-lie-in-police-or-judicial-reform-562622.html 
(Date accessed: 19.12.12) 
Karishma Mutreja 
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India’s Public 
Private Partnership 
Model Faces a 
Stern Test 
(The Economist, 15, December 2012) 
  
India’s Public Private Partnership 
(PPP) model of building infrastructure 
is floundering. “Between 2007 and 
2012, $225 billion was invested by the 
private sector in infrastructure, 
equivalent to 12% of GDP in 2012, 
much of it through PPPs. Official 
figures suggest 758 PPP projects 
worth $70 billion are underway or 
complete”. Only 40% of the projects 
use standard central government 
recommended contracts. The 
infrastructure companies have seen 
increased debts and declining share 
prices. The value of the projects in 
pipeline has also fallen by about 52%. 
Those in favour of government run 
projects argue that they run better and 
are also cost effective. The private 
firms on the other hand  assumed 
availability of cheap coal and gas. 
They did not take into account delays 
due to red tape and land acquisition. 
Banks will have to roll over loans by 
using taxpayers’ money. Development 
of infrastructure and policy changes 
have to keep pace with each other. 
India needs to act immediately to 
reduce red-tape and land acquisition 
problems.  
  
http://www.economist.com/news/finan
ce-and-economics/21568397-indias-
love-affair-public-and private-
partnerships-faces-stern-test-rippp 
 (Date accessed: 19.12.2012) 
B. Varun Kumar Reddy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rising Budget and 
Current Deficits in 
India  
(National Council for Applied 
Economic Research, May 2012) 
 
The rising budget and current account 
deficits have raised a question on the 
sustainability of both the deficits and 
their repercussions on the Indian 
economy. The current account deficit, 
as per cent of GDP was at its record 
highest (2.87%) in 2011–12 (numbers 
available till December 2011) and was 
mainly driven by the oil and gold 
imports. The central fiscal deficit as 
per cent of GDP (FDGDP) has been 
negative since 2008-09. Although 
there was some fiscal consolidation in 
2010–11, FDGDP rose again to 5.6 
per cent in 2011–12 which was 
significantly higher than the fiscal 
responsibility and budget management 
target of 3% fiscal deficit. IIf both the 
budget and current account are in 
deficits, one would expect either 
private domestic savings to fall or 
domestic investment to rise or a 
combination of both. Gross Domestic 
Savings as per cent of GDP (SGDP) 
recovered for a year post 2008–09 
before declining again. Gross Fixed 
Capital Formation (IGDP) as a per 
cent of GDP has continuously 
declined since 2008–09 and has 
reached below 30 per cent of GDP in 
2011–12. Since 2008, with downturn 
in the economy, domestic changes in 
composition of demand and high 
commodity prices have led to very 
high inflation rates in the country. 
Therefore, in this scenario , the central 
government can mainly do two things 
in order to revive the economy - 
increase the conditions for domestic 
investment and reduce the fiscal 
deficit. Reducing fiscal deficit may 
crowd in domestic investment and 
allow RBI to lower interest rates. 
Passing key reforms would reinforce 
confidence and enhance much needed 
domestic and foreign investments. 
 
http://ncaer.org/downloads/journals/M
acro-Track-May-2012.pdf 
(Date Accessed: 19.12.2012) 
Naina Bhardwaj 
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POLITICS AND 
GOVERNANCE  

 

Discontent within 
TMC  
(The Echo of India, 16 December, 
2012) 
 
There has been a lot of discontentment 
and disappointment amongst the 
people of Bengal who voted out the 
CPM and voted in the Trinamool 
Congress last year. But after just a 
year and a half , the party’s image has 
suffered due to its performance. 
Mamata Banerjee was perceived as the 
harbinger of change by the masses and 
that change should have been visible 
in her style of functioning, in the 
running of administration and the 
party. But her reign has been 
characterized by factionalism. These 
factional feuds and clashes between 
different groups in the ruling party of 
Bengal started immediately after TMC 
took over. These feuds were mostly at 
the lower levels of the organization 
between the old members and the new 
( most of whom came from the CPM 
and joined the new ruling party) to 
carry forward their personal interests. 
But these clashes have surfaced 
amongst  the party’s old leadership as 
well. 
The resignation of Agriculture 
Minister Rabindranath Bhattacharyya, 
the separation of the trade unionist and 
legislator Shobhandeb 
Chattopadhyaya from Mamata 
Banerjee, the critical stand taken by 
the Howrah MP Ambika Banerjee, the 
contempt case filed by legislator and 
wife of party MP Somen Mitra against 
industries minister Partha 
Chattopadhyaya are all indicative of 
the growing rifts between the TMC 
and the other parties in Bengal 
including the CPM . The Congress 
views this as an opportunity to make 
their own base stronger in the state. 
CPM also particularly stands to gain 
in the panchayat polls. It is time for 
the TMC headed by Mamata to put 
things in order in West Bengal.  
 

http://echoofindia.com/editorial/rumbl
ings-tmc-18147 
(Date Accessed: 17.12.2012) 
Naina Bhardwaj 
 

Rehabilitation and 
Amnesty Policy for 
Youth Returning 
from POK: Issues 
to be Addressed 
( Based on: Editorial, Kashmir 
Times, December, 2012) 
 
The J&K Government’s Rehabilitation 
and Amnesty policy for youth “who 
had crossed the borders for arms 
training and wish to return to lead 
normal lives” is flawed in several 
ways, argues the author. 
 
The policy lacks effective mechanisms 
and understandable agreement 
between the India and Pakistan to 
ensure that recipients benefit from the 
policy. 
 
The official figures on beneficiaries 
are much more than the number of 
people who actually receive benefits. 
The returnees complain of harassment 
by security, indeterminate legal status 
of their families and other difficulties 
in their resettlement. Allegations by 
Indian officials against the returnees 
that they are working after their return 
as informers and spies have also 
impeded the rehabilitation process. 
The policy is also seen as restrictive 
and should be extended to people who 
fled because of additional reasons not 
currently covered by the policy such 
as harassment, fear, kidnapping, and 
political persecution. 
 
The lack of a clearly grounded and 
transparent mechanism based on an 
agreement between India and Pakistan 
is also an impediment to the 
implementation of the policy.  
The author fears that the policy will 
remain ineffective and “eventually 
slow down” because the returnees are 
not receiving what they have been 
assured of. 
 

http://www.kashmirtimes.com/newsde
t.aspx?q=9173 
(Date accessed 14.12.2012) 
Junty Sharma Pathak 
 

GOVERNMENT  
 

Cashing In 
 
M. K. Venu, Observer Reasearch 
Foundation, 7 December 2012 
 
UPA’s cash transfer scheme envisions 
delivery of over Rs.3.2 lakh crore in 
subsidies and welfare programmes to 
the poor, directly to their bank 
accounts. Such a scheme if 
implemented well could prove to be a 
highly effective tool of poverty 
reduction and would also curb 
corruption that currently plagues the 
centrally sponsored schemes leading 
to a lot of wasteful spending. 
India’s direct cash transfer experiment 
draws a lot from the Brazilian one, 
called Bolsa Familia, in which cash is 
delivered to a poor household’s bank 
account on the condition that the 
children will go to school until they 
are 17 and will have a full set of 
vaccinations in their first five years. 
This has not only helped improve 
Brazil’s education levels and health 
indices, but was also responsible for a 
21 per cent drop in inequality between 
1995 and 2004. This shows that cash 
delivered directly to the bank accounts 
of the very poor could result in a non-
linear improvement in the reduction of 
inequality. 
The article argues that resistance to 
the scheme in India mainly comes 
from the existing vested interests that 
have built a business model and 
monopoly of supply arrangements at 
the state, district and panchayat levels 
around substantially funded welfare 
schemes for midday meals, health and 
low-cost housing.  
The government needs to overcome 
such resistance and build adequate 
infrastructure to electronically transfer 
funds into the bank accounts of about 
150 million poor households. 
 
http://www.observerindia.com/c
ms/sites/orfonline/modules/anal
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ysis/AnalysisDetail.html?cmaid
=45247&mmacmaid=45248 

(Date accessed: 19.12.2012) 
Hansa Kaul 

SECURITY  

 

Naval Cooperation 
in the Asia-Pacific 
(Kanwal Sibal, East West Institute, 
13 December, 2012) 
  
The Asia-Pacific region poses a host 
of complex security challenges 
ranging from territorial disputes 
between various countries, to 
terrorism and nuclear proliferation. In 
this context, the USA is trying a re-
balancing act in Asia, manifested 
through Barack Obama’s recent visit 
to Asia early into his second term . 
The US defence secretary has 
described India, as a “lynchpin” of this 
new strategy. The USA in itself has a 
considerable presence through its 
various naval and military bases in the 
Asia-Pacific region, namely in Japan, 
Australia, Korea and Thailand.  The  
USA also has  its Naval fleet in the 
Gulf countries and it considers this 
presence as vital to secure energy 
supplies to itself and its allies. The 
western countries believe that post the 
Cold war, security alliances should be 
based on shared values and shared 
challenges such as human rights, 
democracy, pluralism etc. Whether 
this is something that  all countries 
believe in is debatable. The Asia 
Pacific region also has some of the 
busiest naval trading routes which are 
under threat due to piracy. The 
response to this menace by various 
countries has sometimes fuelled 
mistrust between them. “As bilateral 
relations between key countries 
markedly improve, existing 
organizations like SCO, SAARC, 
ECO, CSTO, ARF, IOC-ARC, 
BIMST-EC, and the East Asia Summit 
could become the building blocks of a 
larger Asia-Pacific security 
architecture.” 
 

http://www.ewi.info/naval-
cooperation-asia-pacific 
(Date accessed: 19.12.2012) 
(B. Varun Kumar Reddy) 

 

SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC 
EXCLUSION  

 
The Financial 
Revolution in 
Africa: Mobile 
Payment Services in 
a New Global Age 
(Josephine Osikena Ed., Foreign 
Policy Centre, December, 2012) 
 
The third section of this detailed 
report talks about the future of 
branchless banking and promoting 
financial inclusion “Financial 
Inclusion is the process of ensuring 
access to basic financial products and 
services to meet payments, 
savings,...and investment needs of 
underserved segments of society at a 
reasonable cost and in a transparent 
manner.” The report focuses on three 
core themes; “The first explores how 
effective regulatory oversight might 
be developed. The second examines 
how expanding the provision of 
mobile payment schemes might 
improve the distribution of financial 
services and finally the third section 
critically assesses the future of 
branchless banking beyond issues of 
financial access”. Essentially, it 
considers the challenges of increasing 
service use and integrating mobile 
money services into existing 
electronic payment systems.Mobile 
money services have increased the 
availability of financial services to a 
wider audience. According to the 
GSMA (an association representing 
the interests of mobile operators 
worldwide), there are 130 mobile 
money programmes spread over 75 
countries today. “MasterCard 
estimates that there are approximately 

50 million mobile money wallets 
associated with these programmes”. 
But the success of this technology is 
being limited by the usability and the 
suitability of the services offered 
through mobile money services. The 
fact that financial services are 
available does not automatically lead 
to them being used. Factors such as 
lack of money and irrelevant services 
prevent people from using them.  
http://fpc.org.uk/publications/mobile-
payment-services 
 (Date accessed: 19.12.2012) 
B. Varun Kumar Reddy 

 

EDUCATION  

India Fails Test of 
'Knowledge 
Economy' 
Pushkar, Asia Times, 30 November, 
2012  
 
The article argues that though Indians 
are doing well in the knowledge 
economy, India is not. “The fact is that 
Indians based outside India continue 
to make impressive gains in the 
knowledge economy but India's 
achievements remain quite small. For 
example, a recent study by Thomson 
Reuters found that only 3.5% of the 
global research output in 2010 was 
from India.” 
 
 The misconception that India and 
Indians are on the fast track on the 
knowledge economy have been 
fuelled by works of various scholars 
like Thomas Friedman’s best-
selling The World is Flat(2005), in 
which India was announced to the 
world as a country that was producing 
thousands of engineers and scientists 
at a time when fewer Americans were 
enrolling for degrees in the sciences 
and engineering.  
 
“The same year that The World is 
Flat hit bookstores, McKinsey & Co 
released a report on the supply of 
offshore talent in services. Among its 
findings, only 25% of engineers in 
India were suitable for working with 
multinational companies”. 
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Richard Florida in the Atlantic 
Monthly, October 2005 pointed out 
that “India in 2003 generated 341 US 
patents and China 297 while the 
University of California generated 
more patents than either country and 
IBM five times more than the two 
combined. 
 
 The country continues to produce 
thousands of graduates but recent 
surveys show that India's actual pool 
of skilled, employable workers 
remains relatively small.  
 
Shyam Sunder of Yale School of 
Management observed that: "Our best 
brains are selling soaps and getting 
into civil service" but "we are not able 
to attract them to a sector that is most 
important to us - education - 
particularly higher education." As a 
result, even prestigious institutions - 
like the Indian Institutes of 
Technology and the Indian Institutes 
of Management - are facing a shortage 
of qualified faculty.  
 
The illusion that both India and 
Indians are making gains in the 
knowledge economy is in part due to 
the relatively large number of high-
profile India-educated innovators and 
entrepreneurs whose achievements are 
celebrated in Indian newspapers. But 
as Florida found in his research, 
Indians and Chinese are truly 
innovative but not so much in their 
own home countries as in the US and 
other western countries. 
 
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/
South_Asia/NK30Df01.html 

(Date accessed: 19.12.2012) 
Hansa Kaul 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEALTH  
 

Why is Cuba’s 
Health Care System 
the Best Model for 
Poor Countries? 
(Don Fotz, Black Agenda Report, 12 
December, 2012) 
 
Cuba is now considered to be a 
“world-class medical powerhouse” 
with its limited resources, whereas the 
U.S. on the contrary “squanders 
perhaps 10 to 20 times what is needed 
for a good, affordable medical 
system.” The mortality rate in Cuba, 
as a result of this is “below that of the 
US and less than half that of US 
Blacks.” Cuba spends around 4% per 
person annually of what the U.S. does, 
because the doctors in Cuba are 
trained to “know their patients by 
knowing their patients’  zs    
communities.” The medical training in 
Cuba is such that students at Cuban 
schools are instructed from the very 
beginning to participate in health 
brigades in Angola, Peru, Haiti, 
Honduras and various other countries 
where medical facilities are not easily 
accessible. Interestingly, the Cuban 
system promotes doctors to live in the 
neighbourhoods in which they serve; 
therefore, the doctor-nurse team know 
their patients well because they live 
nearby the Consultorio (doctor’s 
office); these Consultorios are backed 
by the “Policinicos” which provide 
services during the off-hours. The 
Cuban system of MGI (Meducina 
General Integral) focuses primarily on 
preventing its people from being 
affected by the diseases instead of 
curing them when they are sick, by 
relating to them in these 
“Consultorios” and “Policinicos.” This 
makes Cuba have an effective control 
of the health issues. Cuba, despite 
being a poor country, has managed to 
send over 124,000 health care 
professionals to provide healthcare to 
a maximum of 154 countries, along-
with providing them with the 
medication. The Cuban model is 
known to have succeeded in Latin 

America, Africa and the Caribbean, 
while also providing assistance in 
Asian and the Pacific Islands. Cuba 
has provided relief to  Ukraine after 
the Chernobyl catastrophe, to Sri 
Lanka after the 2004 tsunami, and in 
the 2005 Pakistan earthquake. These 
countries that hosted such Cuban 
medical brigades are equally eager for 
them to help redesign their health care 
systems, instead of “attempting to 
make expensive Western techniques 
available to everyone. The Cuban 
MGI model helps re-conceptualize 
how healing systems can meet the 
needs of a country’s poor.” 
 
http://blackagendareport.com/content/
why-cuba%E2%80%99s-health-care-
system-best-model-poor-countries 
(Date Accessed: 19.12.2012) 
Ranjana Adhikari 
  

 India to See 
Decrease in Malaria 
Cases: WHO 
(United Nations, Hindu, 18 
December, 2012) 
  
According to WHO’s World Malaria 
Report 2012, India will witness a dip 
of 50- 75 percent in Malaria case 
incidence by 2015. Currently India 
registers highest cases of  Malaria in 
the South East Asian region. At the 
same time countries like Bhutan, 
Korea, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand 
have already shown roughly 75 
percent decline in malaria incidence 
rates between 2000 and 2011. 
The Indian Government has 
undertaken measures like supplying 
insecticide-treated mosquito nets 
(ITNs) and long-lasting insecticidal 
nets in affected areas and has 
distributed 18.4 million ITNs from 
2009 to 2011. It is suggested that 
India, Nepal and Thailand can move 
from the “control to the pre-
elimination phase by continuing their 
progress, assuring that all malaria 
cases are laboratory-confirmed and 
including the private sector in the 
health reporting system.” 
As per the report, globally 50 
countries are on same line “to reduce 
their malaria case incidence rates by 
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75 per cent by 2015 in line with World 
Health Assembly and Roll Back 
Malaria targets.” But the report also 
states that despite immense 
improvement, reduced global funding 
of “an anti-malaria campaign threatens 
to roll back the gains made against the 
preventable mosquito-borne disease 
over the last 10 years.” 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/health/india
-to-see-decrease-in-malaria-cases-
who/article4212757.ece 
(Date Accessed: 19.12.2012) 
Junty Sharma Pathak 

 

URBAN  
 

Sheltering the 
Urban Poor 
(The Hindu, 15 December,  2012), 
 
The government has recently notified 
a scheme called the Credit Risk 
Guarantee Fund with an initial corpus 
of Rs.1000 crore to provide low-
income groups with funds to buy 
houses. It is expected to be as 
ineffective as the Interest Subsidy 
Scheme for Housing the Urban Poor 
(2008). Through these schemes, the 
government is trying to provide credit 
access to the poor, believing the lack 
of money to be the reason behind the 
large housing shortage of 18.78 
million units, 95 per cent of which 
pertains to low-income groups.  But 
the scheme can be availed only for 
housing units about 430 square feet in 
size and for loan amounts less than Rs 
5 lakh. This poses two problems. First, 
there is hardly any supply of small 
sized dwelling units in most of our 
cities. Secondly, even if there is, it 
won’t be affordable and hence the 
loans will exceed Rs.5 lakh. Since 
non-availability of cheap land is the 
main hindrance to building affordable 
housing, India should learn from cities 
like Sao Paulo and promote social 
housing. Cities should develop lower 
plot sizes, optimise land use and 
improve schemes to build self-help 
housing. Also 15 per cent of 
developed land in all housing colonies 
should be reserved for low- income 
housing as recommended by the 

National Urban Housing and Habitat 
Policy of 2007.  
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/edit
orial/sheltering-the-urban-
poor/article4200597.ece 
(Date Accessed: 17.12.2012) 
Amrutha Jose 
 

A Blueprint for 
Beating Traffic  
(Eric Jaffe, Atlantic Cities, 15 
December, 2011) 
  
Congestion is increasingly becoming 
an  problem in urban areas in India. 
We need to deal with the issue 
urgently and  the Stockholm example 
of dealing with congestion could be 
used here too. Stockholm introduced a 
six-month trial of congestion pricing 
in January 2006. A two euro charge 
was imposed on all vehicles entering 
and exiting the city center at peak 
hours. Congestion dropped by 28 
percent immediately. Nearly a quarter 
of the commuters shifted to public 
transit. Even after the end of the trial 
many commuters continued using 
public transit, which shows a positive 
behavioural change induced by the 
policy. After the trial voters approved 
a referendum to continue the system 
and it was reintroduced in August 
2007. The drop in congestion has 
sustained in Stockholm though experts 
thought population increase and other 
factors might negate it. The 
Stockholm experiment  has “several 
policy implications that may be useful 
for other cities considering 
introducing congestion charges. It is 
crucial for the legitimacy of 
introducing congestion charging in 
other cities that the effects persist in 
the long-term, which indeed is the 
case in Stockholm”. Another 
accomplishment of this system has 
been an increase in the sale of fuel 
efficient car by people. Public and 
political opinion also shifted from 
negative to positive after the trial 
period. 
  
http://www.theatlanticcities.com/com
mute/2011/12/blueprint-beating-
traffic/730/ 
(B. Varun Kumar Reddy) 

(Date accessed: 19.12.2012) 

 

Transport  
 

Doors Make Buses 
Safer 
(The Hindu, 13 December,  2012) 
 
In the context of the recent traffic 
accident, killing four students riding 
on the footboard of a Chennai bus, the 
writer discusses the need for safety 
regulations in public transport, 
focussing on Chennai. Due to 
unaffordable housing within cities, 
more and more people are being 
pushed to the peripheries, and students 
and workers are forced to commute 
long distances into the inner city. In 
this scenario, it is important to 
increase safety facilities in public 
transport vehicles on which a large 
number of commuters depend. The 
main problem is grossly underfunded 
public transport. While safety 
measures in private vehicles are 
becoming increasingly innovative, 
many buses and suburban trains have 
no doors. Government’s hesitance to 
ensure infrastructure necessary for 
safe operation of buses is a violation 
of the right to life. Research findings 
published in the Journal of Public 
Transportation in 2010 have already 
proved the effectiveness of automated 
doors. It shows that low floor buses 
with mechanical doors significantly 
reduce the risk of fatalities of 
passengers. While the Automotive 
Research Association of India has 
brought out a bus code requiring doors 
in buses, the Madras High Court (two 
years back) also asked authorities to 
evaluate the feasibility of introducing 
automated doors. But even now, new 
buses running in Madras don’t have 
doors. If they wish to save precious 
lives, governments will have to amend 
Motor Vehicles rules and make doors 
compulsory for all types of buses. . 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/edit
orial/doors-make-buses-
safer/article4192670.ece 
Date Accessed: 18.12.2012 
(Amrutha Jose) 
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Need to Clean up 
Indian Railways  
(Rajendra Aklekar, DNA, 19 
December, 2012) 
  
Travel writer Paul Theroux in his 
bestselling work compared the 
railways to a huge market place  and 
called the rail network the Great 
Indian Railway Bazaar,  He writes that 
in India, “the railways are not merely 
a way of going to and from work, but 
rather a solution to the complex 
demands of a family life with the rail 
lines and trains being witness to life, 
birth, death, marriage, illness and 
religious festivals”. Indian Railways 
recently issued a notification stating 
that littering, “urinating, bathing, 
defecating, washing utensils and 
clothes, feeding animals or birds on 
railway premises — station buildings, 
platforms, rail tracks and trains -- will 
be punishable”. But are there enough 
facilities for the average passenger at 
the railway stations? The average long 
distance travel in India takes a day. In 
the absence of enough clean and 
functional toilets, dormitories, 
lounges, food courts the passengers 
are forced to resort to other means. 
The Railways itself does not follow 
certain rules. It does not have a 
garbage disposal mechanism. Many a 
times the garbage is burnt at the end of 
the platforms by the sweepers. The 
new law will only act as a tool for 
harassing passengers in the absence of 
proper amenities.   Questions need to 
be asked as to whether there are  
“enough public toilets at both ends of 
platforms, and are there litter bins to 
dispose of waste, spittoons or even 
wash basins to refresh weary 
passengers in a country, where an 
average long-distance journey takes a 
day in the absence of a high-speed 
rail?” 
 
http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/col
umn_railways-first-preen-yourself-
then-punish-litterbugs_1779164 
(B. Varun Kumar Reddy) 
(Date accessed: 19.12.2012) 
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TECHNOLOGY  
 

How Xerox is 
Bringing Low-Cost 
Banking to Rural 
India  
(Fast Company, 19 November, 2012, 
Business Line, 18 October, 2012) 
 
Xerox Research Centre India has 
discovered a technology that reduces 
the cost of establishing banks in rural 
India. Xerox is developing multi-
function devices that can scan forms 
needed for opening bank accounts, 
interact with customers in the local 
language and also convert forms to 
English. This reduces paper usage and 
eliminates the need for fully staffed 
bank branches. Xerox’s devices can be 
mobile, and transmit only few 
kilobytes of data compared to the 
usual scanned forms that are several 
megabytes. While mobile phone 
banking cannot handle account 
opening, Xerox’s device can do so. 
Xerox claims that the technology is 
easy to install and is secure in both 
remote and densely populated areas. 
They are currently conducting a pilot 
study with a leading Indian bank. With 
India’s large multi-lingual and rural 
population, it is necessary to have 
basic banking services like these 
which are cost-effective and connect 
with the scattered population. 
 
http://www.fastcompany.com/300321
7/how-xerox-bringing-banking-rural-
india 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/
industry-and-economy/info-
tech/xerox-develops-banking-services-
solution/article4009501.ece 
 
Date Accessed: 19.12.2012 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ENVIRONMENT
 

Key Protocol Signed 
at Caspian 
Environmental 
Conference
(United Nations Environment 
Programme

 
The Caspian countries adopted and 
signed “The Protocol for the Protection 
of the Caspian Sea against Pollution 
from Land
Activities” (LBSA Protocol) at the 
Framework Convention for the 
Protection of the Marine Environment 
of the Caspian S
Convention). The Caspian 
environmental process has been 
supported by the UNDP, GEF, the 
European Union and various other 
international donors since the signing of 
the important Tehran Convention in 
2003, and its implementation by August 
2006. Th
is another stepping stone ahead as it 
addresses the ecological threats to the 
Caspian region and seeks to safeguard 
the coasts and waters from the 
destructive effects of pollution from 
agriculture, urban settlements and 
indus
leaders agreed to implement a “sound 
environmental monitoring and reporting 
programme” within the region and to 
provide for a regular exchange of data 
between the countries. UN Under
Secretary General and UNEP Executive 
Direct
“Environmental cooperation is an 
essential basis for the overall economic 
and social development of the region, a 
crucial first step on the road to a green 
economy, equitable management of 
resources, and a sustainable futur
all Caspian states.”
 

15

SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

ENVIRONMENT  

Key Protocol Signed 
at Caspian 
Environmental 
Conference 
United Nations Environment 

Programme, 12 December, 2012) 

 

The Caspian countries adopted and 
signed “The Protocol for the Protection 
of the Caspian Sea against Pollution 
from Land-based Sources and 
Activities” (LBSA Protocol) at the 
Framework Convention for the 
Protection of the Marine Environment 
of the Caspian Sea (Tehran 
Convention). The Caspian 
environmental process has been 
supported by the UNDP, GEF, the 
European Union and various other 
international donors since the signing of 
the important Tehran Convention in 
2003, and its implementation by August 
2006. The signing of the LBSA protocol 
is another stepping stone ahead as it 
addresses the ecological threats to the 
Caspian region and seeks to safeguard 
the coasts and waters from the 
destructive effects of pollution from 
agriculture, urban settlements and 
industries. At the convention, the 
leaders agreed to implement a “sound 
environmental monitoring and reporting 
programme” within the region and to 
provide for a regular exchange of data 
between the countries. UN Under-
Secretary General and UNEP Executive 
Director Mr. Achim Steiner stated that 
“Environmental cooperation is an 
essential basis for the overall economic 
and social development of the region, a 
crucial first step on the road to a green 
economy, equitable management of 
resources, and a sustainable future for 
all Caspian states.” 
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http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Defa
ult.aspx?DocumentID=2700&ArticleI
D=9356&l=en 

(Date Accessed: 19.12.2012) 
Ranjana Adhikari 

 
 

LAW AND 
JUSTICE  

 

28 Years Later, 
Women in Bhopal 
Still Waiting for 
Justice 
(Madhu Malhotra, Amnesty 
International, 3 December,  2012) 
 
28 years after the infamous Bhopal 
Gas Tragedy – caused by the gas leak 
at the Union Carbide plant, tens of 
thousands of victims are still waiting 
for justice. The gas leak killed 
between 7,000 and 10,000 men, 
women and children just in the first 
three days. A further 15,000 have died 
over the following years while tens of 
thousands more have been left with 
serious health problems. Women have 
suffered excessively since the gas 
leak. Many have suffered severe 
health impacts, including 
gynaecological and reproductive 
health disorders. This unfortunate 
incident has had long lasting 
implications on the livelihoods of 
these families. Since men affected by 
the disaster were too ill to keep on 
working, many women had to take on 
a dual role: caring for ill family 
members along with taking on the role 
of the breadwinner. Therefore it is just 
fair to demand adequate compensation 
and provision of health care facilities 
from the government. There has yet to 
be a thorough investigation into the 
health effects of the disaster on 
people’s lives. According to activists, 
there are still close to 150,000 people 
battling chronic illnesses of the lungs 
or liver. 
Also, the old factory site of Union 
Carbide stands abandoned in Bhopal 
with more than 350 tonnes of 
untreated toxic waste  and poses a 
great threat to some 40,000 people still 

living near the factory site. Amnesty 
International urges the government of 
India and Dow Chemical Company to 
immediately clean up the site of the 
gas leak. The inadequate 
compensation that was given by Union 
Carbide in 1989 has not been fully 
distributed amongst the victims. In 
August 2012, the Indian Supreme 
Court ruled that greater powers should 
be given to the committee monitoring 
the rehabilitation of the victims of the 
gas leak. 
 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/28-
years-later-women-bhopal-still-
waiting-justice-2012-12-03 
(Date Accessed: 19.12.2012) 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE  
 

Child Labour 
Perpetuates 
Illiteracy Poverty 
and Capital 
Corruption  
 (Editorial, Kailash Satyarathi, 
Sentinel) 
 
“The clearance on the long awaited 
amendments in the child labour law of 
1986 has ignited a debate which had 
almost extinguished a decade ago 
when more than 7 million children 
joined the Global March Against 
Child Labour.” There are two strands 
of thought with reagrd to child labour 
- one advocating right to work for 
children, citing poverty and lack of 
education, while the other believes 
that laws against child labour should 
be implemented strictly. “TheUnion 
cabinet’s decision is undoubtedly a 
progressive step to align child labour 
law with federal laws like Juvenile 
Justice Act and Right to Education 
Act and live up to the International 
commitments that cannot be ignored 
in a globalised world. Parliaments of 
175 countries have ratified an ILO 
convention to eradicate worst forms of 
child labour up to the age of 18, 
whereas 163 countries have ratified 
yet another convention prohibiting any 
kind of employment up to at least 14 
years.” 
The author states poverty is “the 
biggest human rights violation and a 
perpetual crime against the weaker 
sections of the society” and is largely 
responsible for child labour. Child 
labour in turn is a major obstacle in 
school enrolment, retention and 
attainment of quality education. 
Child labour is a social evil 
entrenched in “social injustice, 
economic deprivation, inequity and 
exploitation.” This mentality along 
with demand for low cost & passive 
labour worsened by “insensitivity, 
corruption and lack of vision of the 
political class” has made the law and 
constitutional guarantees inactive in 
our country.  

According to the article there are “65 
million jobless adults and 
correspondingly almost 60 million 
child labourers” therefore one can see 
that “every child works in place of an 
adult.” Six crore child labourers 
cumulatively earn Rs. 90 crores every 
day whereas six crore adult workers 
earn roughly Rs. 690 crores a day. 
Thus there exists an important 
correlation between “black money, 
corruption and child labour” in India. 
The author concludes by urging the 
State, Corporate and Society to ensure 
in their own ways that “constitutional 
and universal rights of the children” 
are respected.  
 
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/
281292/child-labour-perpetuates-
illiteracy-poverty.html 
(Date Accessed: 10.12.2012) 
Junty Sharma Pathak 
 

SOCIAL 
CONFLICT AND 
VIOLENCE  
 
  

Land Acquisition 
Dispute between 
Government and 
Adivasis in 
Jharkhand  
(Maushumi Basu, Infochange India, 
December 2012) 
  
Nagri, roughly 15 km from Ranchi, 
Jharkand has been the centre of a 
widespread anti-displacement and land 
acquisition battle between the state 
government and adivasi farmers. 
Dayamani Barla, a grass root activist 
who has played an instrumental role in 
the agitation has been lodged in Birsa 
Munda Central Jail, Ranchi, since 
October 16, and also faces defamation 
charges for taking part in an agitation 
on October 4, 2012. The cause of the 
conflict is a 227 acre land allotted by 
the government for the building of 
campuses for the Indian Institute of 
Management (IIM), Indian Institute of 

Information Technology (IIIT) and 
National University of Study and 
Research in Law (NUSRL). However, 
128 families have been protesting 
against the government as they claim 
to be the lawful owners of this fertile 
stretch of land that has sustained them 
for generations.  
  
A government official has been quoted 
in the article saying that the land had 
been acquired by the government in 
1957. However, a RTI application 
filed by Barla has revealed that  the 
acquisition of land in 1957 was not 
completed. The then unified Bihar 
government had acquired the land and 
in turn offered total compensation of 
Rs 155,147.88 to 153 families. 
However, 128 families had refused 
compensation and declined to part 
with their land. The money went back 
to the government treasury that same 
year, and since then the issue has not 
been settled. A Nagri resident’s 
petition “raises the basic question of 
how the government could acquire 
tribal land in Jharkhand under the 
Land Acquisition Act (1894) when the 
state was listed under the Fifth 
Schedule of the Constitution which is 
a historic guarantee to indigenous 
people to rights over land on which 
they reside. In addition to this, the 
petition clarifies that even if the 
government had followed the 
provisions of Section 17 (4) of the 
Land Acquisition Act, 1894, where 
land is acquired in case of urgent 
public requirement, possession must 
be taken within hours or at least within 
months. In this case, more than 50 
years have passed and the government 
has not taken possession of the land.” 
Moreover, Section 46 of the 
Chotanagpur Tenancy Act of 1908 
which is in force in Jharkhand restricts 
transfer of land belonging to 
scheduled tribes/scheduled castes and 
backward classes. 
  
Despite the agitation, the government 
is carrying on its construction work 
amid deployment of members of the 
Rapid Action Force. In January this 
year, the state bulldozed farms just 
when the winter crop, mostly potatoes 
and pulses, was about to be harvested. 
According to the article, the number of 
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displaced families till date has 
increased to about 500.The 
government has imposed Section 144 
(IPC) in Nagri three times since July, 
prohibiting farmers from gathering on 
the farmland. The farmers have 
demanded that the government should 
allot alternative sites for the proposed 
universities instead of trying to usurp 
agricultural lands. 
  
http://infochangeindia.org/environmen
t/features/barla-s-battle-of-nagri.html 
(Date accessed: 19.12.12) 
Karishma Mutreja 
 
 

Repeated Mistakes 
in Relief Efforts  
(Ratna Bharali Talukdar, India 
Together, 15 December, 2012) 
  
Assam has witnessed many conflicts 
and clashes between Bodos, Adivasis 
and Bengali speaking Muslims in 
1993, 1996, 1998 and recently in 
2012. However, the Assam 
Government is yet to develop a 
practical policy for responding to the 
recurring crises. The state government 
which took nearly 18 years to 
rehabilitate the Muslim families 
displaced during the 1993 riot, “still 
does not have a concrete rehabilitation 
policy, especially to addresses issues 
of poverty, hunger and livelihood risks 
that result from the violence.” The 
haphazard rehabilitation process of the 
recent Bodo-Muslim clash led to a 
second round of clashes in early 
November, in which 11 persons were 
killed. According to the article, the 
rehabilitation grant which the 
government has provided to displaced 
families and persons is highly 
inadequate in comparison to what 
people lost, thus rendering the 
rehabilitation process ineffective. 
Relief camps set up in school and 
college premises have disrupted the 
normal functioning of educational 
institutions and have also led to the 
discontinuation of the Midday Meal 
Programme in that area. Many citizens 
languishing in the Tulsibil camp are 
those who do not possess genuine land 
documents. 
  

http://indiatogether.com/2012/dec/hrt-
bodo.htm 
(Date accessed: 19.12.12) 
Karishma Mutreja 
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Why India Should 
Look at Vietnam 
More Keenly 
(Baladas Ghoshal, Tribune India, 10 
December, 2012) 
 
The writer discusses the multiple ways 
in which India can take advantage of 
its potentialities by partnering with 
Vietnam which has always given high 
priority to ties with India. Vietnam’s 
strategic location as China’s 
neighbour and its long coastline of 
over 3300 km is important to India as 
a majority of its trade takes place 
through the seas. Vietnam is also 
emerging as a key player in regional 
economic and security affairs on 
account of its rapid economic growth 
over the last two decades and opening 
up to other countries. Vietnam sees 
India as a benign power which can 
play a larger role in the region in 
contrast to China whose inconsiderate 
claims and economic and military 
dominance has created apprehensions 
about its future ambitions. On political 
and foreign policy issues, like our 
scheme for the reform of the UN and 
our bid for permanent membership in 
the Security Council, Vietnam has 
been a key Indian supporter. 
Economically, Vietnam provides 
preferential prospects for Indian FDI 
in fields such as oil and gas, IT, 
electricity, coal, agriculture, health 
care, fisheries, food processing etc. 
Indian companies are expanding 
energy cooperation with Vietnam, 
especially in oil exploration. This is 
despite China’s objection on the 
grounds that the exploration sites are 
in Chinese waters. The New Strategic 
Partnership signed in 2007 has 
enhanced the cooperation between the 
two countries by strengthening 
economic, security, technological and 
cultural ties, in addition to the strong 
political ties which existed earlier. 
Because of the growing tension with 
China in the South China Sea, 
Vietnam has offered India the right to 
use its port of Nha Trang, a privilege 
perhaps not given recently to any 
other foreign navy. Vietnam is 
expecting India to protect it from 
China, assist it in capacity building in 

military and work with it to address 
global challenges for mutual benefit. 
Over the last decade, India- Vietnam 
trade too has multiplied significantly 
and India has offered Vietnam a US $ 
45 million credit with preferential 
treatments for the building of a hydro-
electricity power plant. 
 
http://www.tribuneindia.com/2012/20
121210/edit.htm#6 
Date Accessed: 19.12.2012 
(Amrutha Jose) 
 

China Should 
Respect India's 
'Freedom of 
Navigation' in  

Disputed Waters: 
Khurshid   
(Sify News, 19 December,  2012) 
 
China's assertive claims in the South 
China Sea have marked deep divisions 
within the ASEAN (Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations) bloc at a 
time when military spending in the 
region is rolling and the United States 
refocuses attention on Asia. India has 
diplomatically contested with China in 
the past over its gas and oil 
exploration block off the coast of 
Vietnam. China claims virtually the 
entire mineral-rich South China Sea 
and has stepped up its military 
presence there. In response, Indian 
navy is also prepared to deploy vessels 
to the South China Sea to protect the 
country's oil interests there, as 
indicated by the Indian Navy Chief. 
Amidst these growing tensions, 
External Affairs Minister, Salman 
Khurshid has said that China must 
respect the international maritime laws 
to navigate freely in the much-
disputed South China Sea and that the 
prevailing tensions between India and 
China will not meet any level of 
hostility. He said that the sovereignty 
issues will be settled through dialogue 
either bilaterally or multilaterally. He 
further said that being neighbours,  
India and China have ample scope to 
engage in a much more meaningful 
manner in the fields of commerce and 

international relations. He has 
indicated the desire on India’s part to 
cooperate and collaborate and also 
compete wherever required. 
 
http://www.samachar.com/China-
should-respect-Indias-freedom-of-
navigation-in-disputed-waters-
Khurshid-mmtlLFaiace.html 
(Date Accessed: 19.12.2012) 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 

International 
Affairs  
 
 

Obama Backs US 
Assault Weapons 
Ban 
(Al Jazeera, 18 December, 2012) 
  
The deadly shooting of 26 people, 
including 20 children in Connecticut,  
USA on 14 December has triggered 
debates on access to guns. The assault 
weapons ban in the country expired in 
2004 and today people are allowed to 
“buy guns from private dealers 
without background checks.” In spite 
of the recent occurrence there has 
been only a slight increase in the 
number of people demanding stronger 
implementation of  gun laws with 54 
percent in favour of tougher laws as 
opposed to 51 % earlier. “Seven in 10 
are opposed to banning the sale of 
handguns to anyone except law 
enforcement officers, the highest 
percentage since 1999.” The President 
has strongly advocated for addressing 
the issue of gun violence in the US. 
“Obama's bid for a national discussion 
on gun violence may be helped by 
several prominent gun-rights 
advocates in Congress now backing 
his call.” The Congress is currently in 
the process of debating on laws and 
culture which allow violence to 
flourish.  
 
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/ameri
cas/2012/12/20121218132050819.htm
l 
(Date Accessed: 19.12.2012) 
Anjora Sarangi 
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Mexico’s Challenge 
(Jayati Ghosh, Frontline, 15 – 28 
December, 2012) 
  
The “war on drugs” began in 2006 in 
Mexico at the initiative of  President 
Felipe Calderon when he called for 
aggressive military action against the 
drug cartels. Today this fight has 
claimed more than 50,000 innocent 
victims. The most recent casualty has 
been a young woman Mayor who was 
fighting the drug lords. Drug trade in 
Mexico is one of the most challenging 
problems that the country faces today. 
What is worrying is the lack of 
reaction among the people which is 
more because of a feeling of 
helplessness then lack of empathy. 
Models and beauty queens have also 
often been forced to be a part of this 
ring.  “The Mexican Human Rights 
Commission estimates that in just six 
months of 2010, around 11,000 
migrants were abducted by drug-
running groups.” One of the biggest 
markets for Mexico in drug trade is 
the US. “Mexican-run organisations 
control about 90 per cent of the drugs 
entering the US Geographical 
location.” Hillary Clinton has admitted 
that the huge demand for drugs from 
USA has fuelled the system. The 
Mexican President has decided “to 
adjust the drug war strategy to focus 
on bringing down the violence” which 
has been welcomed by the people 
although there is scepticism on 
whether it will be carried out 
effectively. 
 
http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories
/20121228292509900.htm 
(Date Accessed: 19.12.2012) 
Anjora Sarangi 
 

Ireland to Legalise 
Abortion When 
Mother's Life is at 
Risk 
(One India News, 19 December, 
2012) 
 
Ireland has one of the most draconian 
abortion laws in Europe which 

claimed the life of a pregnant Indian 
dentist recently after being refused an 
abortion. The stringent laws are now 
being reviewed in the wake of the 
tragic incident and the government has 
announced that it will legalise abortion 
when the mother’s life is at risk. This 
decision is a result of pressure from 
the European Court of Human Rights. 
“The reforms are expected to allow for 
terminations where there is a medical 
risk to a woman's life or when she is 
thought to be in danger of killing 
herself. It is unclear whether the law 
will allow for terminations in cases of 
rape or sexual abuse”. Ireland is a 
staunchly Roman Catholic country 
and thus this move is bound to evoke 
strong opposition not only from the 
Catholic Church but also from the 
people and this is already visible in the 
country with the Archbishops 
slamming the government for its 
move. The final decision by the 
government is still awaited. 
 
http://news.oneindia.in/2012/12/19/ire
land-to-legalise-abortion-when-
mothers-life-at-risk-1116790.html 
(Date Accessed: 19.12.2012) 
Anjora Sarangi 
 
 

Summit of Latin 
American Nations 
(Laina Roberts, The Santiago Times, 
12 December, 2012) 
 
In preparation for the 2013 EU-
CELAC Summit, to be held in 
Santiago in January, the Community 
of Latin American and Caribbean 
(CELAC) consisting of 33 member 
nations from Latin America will meet 
in the city of Viña Del Mar, Chile for 
the first meeting of finance ministers. 
The goal of the conference, which will 
feature international financial experts 
is to focus on the effect of the global 
financial crisis on the region and a 
plan to “organize for future financial 
threats.” The CELAC is a result of a 
consistent push towards facilitating 
greater economic cooperation in Latin 
America “separate from the influence 
of the United States.” There is also an 
effort to go beyond economic growth 
and encourage comprehensive 

development “guided by the principles 
of freedom, democracy, respect for 
human rights, justice and, above all, 
profound love for the people.” 
  
http://www.santiagotimes.cl/world/chi
le-abroad/25516-summit-of-latin-
american-nations-begins-wednesday-
in-chile 
(Date Accessed: 19.12.2012) 
Anjora Sarangi 
 

BRIC Countries on 
a Downturn 
(Sebastian Mallaby, Council on 
Foreign Relations, 05 December, 
2012) 
 
The BRIC countries have in the past 
three decades shown enormous 
economic development due to their 
effective macroeconomic management 
but in the last three years, all four 
BRIC countries have fallen together in 
the face of the 2008 financial crisis 
with high inflation, governments 
meddling destructively in markets, 
volatile exchange rates and rising 
public debt. This goes to show that 
“macro success has bred micro 
complacency” in these countries. 
Brazil “boasts moderate inflation, 
sober public finances and a partially 
flexible exchange rate.” The growth 
rate for the country will barely be 
more than 1 percent in the coming 
year. The Russian situation is quite 
similar. “The current account is in 
surplus, inflation is modest and the 
budget is in balance”. But 
microeconomic policy is poor. In 
India and China too microeconomic 
policy is weak, corruption is pervasive 
and inflation is rising. “The lessons 
are that microeconomics can matter as 
much as macroeconomics, and that 
belonging to a prestigious economic 
club is hazardous.” 
  
http://www.cfr.org/economics/beware-
membership-elite-club/p29608 
(Date Accessed: 19.12.2012) 
Anjora Sarangi\ 
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SOUTH ASIA 
 

Can China Sustain? 
(News Analysis, Sharier khan, The 
Daily Star, 17 December, 2012) 
 

Villages are beginning to disappear in 
China as people are migrating to 
expanding Chinese boomtowns.  
Consequently, it is expected that in a 
few decades, food security may 
become a major hurdle. As per 
government sources, migration and 
“assimilation of villages into cities” in 
China is responsible for the 
disappearance of an average of 80 
villages a day. Furthermore the 
government policy to achieve 70 
percent rate of urbanisation by 2030 as 
against the current 51 percent, is 
encouraging such a trend. 
Specialists on reforms and economics 
in China point out that even if China 
reaches the target rate of urbanization 
because of population growth, it will 
still have a rural population of 400 
million to ensure food security. 
Moreover China can also turn to 
centralised agricultural production in 
case of further decline in the 
population. 
The rapid increase in size of cities can 
also be accounted for the “massive”  
growth of  Chinese real estate sector. 
But at the same time, this  has forced 
the repeated redesigning of its urban 
planning, which has a potential for 
environmental  which can be 
“environmentally devastating” also. 
Consequently China is facing acute 
water crisis in cities. 
 
http://www.thedailystar.net/newDesig
n/news-details.php?nid=261461 
(Date Accessed: 19.12.2012) 
Junty Sharma Pathak 
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Importance Of 
Agriculture In The 
Pacific Island 
Countries 
(Khandu Topgyel, Bhutan Observer, 
14 December, 2012) 

 
 
A three day workshop was organised 
on the “Regional Consultation on 
Collective Actions for Access to 
Agricultural Information and 
Knowledge in the Asia Pacific 
Region” The prime focus was on how 
agriculture in the Pacific Islands 
Countries is facing challenges due to 
small farm sizes. The objective was to 
identify actions that would promote 
new information and Knowledge 
Management for an efficient and 
effective use of information, 
technology and resources by the 
Pacific Islands Countries and 
Territories (PICTs). At the workshop, 
it was stated that over 3 billion people 
are living on less than $2.50 per day 
and “one billion children live in 
poverty and slower population 
growth... the levelling off of food 
consumption in many countries will 
continue to dampen demand, the 
growth of which is expected to slow to 
1.2 percent a year over the period 
2015 to 2030.” The primary factor that 
influences agricultural productivity is 
“Agricultural information” as it this 
reliable information can help make 
better decisions regarding land, 
labour, capital management, and 
livestock.  
 
http://www.bhutanobserver.bt/impo
rtance-of-agriculture-in-the-pacific-
island-countries/ 
(Date Accessed: 19.12.2012) 
Ranjana Adhikari 
 

EAST &
SOUTH EAST 
ASIA
 

Australia Eye’s 
Stronger Business 
Links In East 
Indonesia
(Linda Yulisman, 

 
Australia aims at strengthening its 
bilateral economic ties and building a 
stronger business partnership with its 
closest neighbour Indonesia, 
focusing on East Indonesia. The Chief 
Minister of Australia’s Northern 
Territory, Terry Mills says that 
Australian businessmen are interested in 
directing their ties in the field of animal 
husbandry along with fisheries and 
“extractive industrie
the Indonesian Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, he also said that, “we can 
provide cattle breeding stock to the 
eastern provinces and the farmers can 
raise and fatten the cattle, then send 
them up to Jakarta and feed the rest of 
the coun
importing live cattle from Indonesia 
since a long time because its livestock is 
free from any severe illnesses like the 
foot and mouth disease, thereby making 
it eligible to deliver better livestock. 
Australian Prime Minister Juli
released a white paper called; “Australia 
in the Asian Century” which highlights 
the important goals that are to be 
achieved, while also pertaining to 
Australia’s role in Asia, and other 
emerging economies, including 
Indonesia. Terry Mills stated
white paper is an important document 
for us to have as a policy leverage to 
bring the two together more closely.”
 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/20

(Date Accessed: 19.12.2012)
Ranjana Adhikari
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EAST &  
SOUTH EAST 
ASIA 

Australia Eye’s 
Stronger Business 
Links In East 
Indonesia 
(Linda Yulisman, The Jakarta Post, 

19 December, 2012) 

Australia aims at strengthening its 
bilateral economic ties and building a 
stronger business partnership with its 
closest neighbour Indonesia, especially 
focusing on East Indonesia. The Chief 
Minister of Australia’s Northern 
Territory, Terry Mills says that 
Australian businessmen are interested in 
directing their ties in the field of animal 
husbandry along with fisheries and 
“extractive industries”. After meeting 
the Indonesian Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, he also said that, “we can 
provide cattle breeding stock to the 
eastern provinces and the farmers can 
raise and fatten the cattle, then send 
them up to Jakarta and feed the rest of 
the country.” Australia  has been 
importing live cattle from Indonesia 
since a long time because its livestock is 
free from any severe illnesses like the 
foot and mouth disease, thereby making 
it eligible to deliver better livestock. 
Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard 
released a white paper called; “Australia 
in the Asian Century” which highlights 
the important goals that are to be 
achieved, while also pertaining to 
Australia’s role in Asia, and other 
emerging economies, including 
Indonesia. Terry Mills stated, “The 
white paper is an important document 
for us to have as a policy leverage to 
bring the two together more closely.” 

http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/20
12/12/19/australia-eyes-stronger-
business-links-east-
indonesia.html 

(Date Accessed: 19.12.2012) 
Ranjana Adhikari 
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Is Bangladesh on 
the Cusp of an 
Economic and 
Social 
Breakthrough? 
(Syed Zain Al-Mahmood Dhaka, 
HardNews, December 2012) 
  
  
Bangladesh has maintained a 
respectable six per cent growth rate 
for the last two decades, however, the 
outlook for the Bangladesh economy 
seems to be gathering mixed 
responses. While expansion has 
slowed, inflation has risen amid 
political instability, poor 
infrastructure, corruption, insufficient 
power supplies, and slow 
implementation of economic reforms. 
Currently, the country which received 
record FDI and remittances in 2011 is 
facing challenges in infrastructure and 
power. Power consumption in 
Bangladesh is 144 kilowatt hour per 
capita, which is lesser than a war-
ravaged country like Ivory Coast. 
Indian companies like Power Grid 
Corporation of India Ltd (PGCIL) and 
the National Thermal Power 
Corporation (NTPC) have/will set up 
ventures in Bangladesh. Bangladesh’s 
garment industry, which overtook 
India to become the world’s second 
largest exporter of readymade 
clothing, is facing challenges in 
keeping its wages low. “With wages 
of around $50 per month, or a sixth of 
those in India, and double-digit 
inflation, garment workers who sew 
clothes for well-known global brands 
are finding it hard to make ends 
meet.” 
  
Despite these challenges, Bangladesh 
may well be achieving many of its 
Millenium Development Goals in the 
coming years. It has showed 
impressive gains in pulling people out 
of poverty, ensuring that more 
children, both girls and boys attend 
school and have access to clean water, 
reducing maternal and child mortality 
rates. According to Dr Atiur Rahman, 
the governor of Bangladesh Bank, the 

country’s central bank, Bangladesh 
has found a better model of inclusive 
growth, compared to many of its 
neighbours. Despite certain 
challenges, Bangladesh may therefore 
be on the “cusp of an economic and 
social breakthrough.” 
  
http://www.hardnewsmedia.com/2012
/12/5737?page=show 
(Date accessed: 19.12.12) 
Karishma Mutreja 

 

AFRICA  
 

Integrating Food 
Security With Land 
Reform: A More 
Effective Policy For 
South Africa 
(Thembela Kepe and Danielle 
Tessaro, Centre for International 
Governance and Innovation, 23 
August,  2012) 
 
This policy brief talks about the need 
for the South African government to 
ensure that its efforts to promote 
agriculture as a food security measure 
do not aggravate the land tenure rights 
of the rural poor, which were already 
weakened under apartheid. The 
authors argue that this necessitates the 
recognition that land reform in South 
Africa has not progressed as well as 
expected. This paper draws a case 
study of the South African 
government's attempt to revitalize the 
rural economy through smallholder 
agriculture, particularly in the Eastern 
Cape province. It discusses how food 
security policies among the poor have 
historically been incompatible with 
land use activities and land rights in 
South Africa's Bantustans. These 
villagers have a strong mistrust of 
outsiders gaining any control over 
their land. The rural poor are prepared 
to sacrifice some potential food 
security benefits in order to protect 
their land from possible appropriation. 
Therefore the government must device 
workable strategies to integrate land 
reform measures with food security. 
The authors conclude with policy 

recommendations that deal with the 
relationship between land reform and 
food security, the need to understand 
broader land use plans of the rural 
poor and the need to pay attention to 
the vulnerability of villagers when 
they enter deals with outside business 
interests. These policy 
recommendations, if implemented, 
will ensure a more effective and 
inclusive food security policy that 
respects the Bantustan residents’ 
traditional land rights. 
 
http://www.cigionline.org/sites/default
/files/No4.pdf 
(Date Accessed: 17.12.2012) 
(Naina Bhardwaj) 
 

Europe 
 

Greece: A Debt 
Colony, Shackled 
To Its Lenders 
(Opinion, Matthaios Tsimitakis , 
Aljazeera, 19 December, 2012) 
 
The article says that the latest 
agreement between Greece and its 
Euro zone creditors to allow Greece to 
“lower its debt in return for bailout 
funds” is not healthy for the people of 
Greece and for the country’s 
democracy. The agreement requires 
“Greece to remain on the same route 
of austerity for at least the next 10 
years” and in this regard the Greek 
Government has been accused of 
using “undemocratic methods” to 
impose the austerity measures. This is 
argued to particularly harm the social 
and economic situation of the 
country.By agreeing to all the dictates 
of its creditors, Greece is reduced to a   
“debt colony now, shackled to its 
lenders” and also lacks the ability to 
make any political decisions. 
Hailing the agreement as a "landmark 
for the country's rebirth" the Greek 
Prime Minister released a video 
“Greece Starts now.” However the 
“viewers of the video pointed out the 
irony of propagating national unity 
and hope to Greeks, who have 
meanwhile been devastated by the 
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government's harsh austerity 
measures.” 
According to the author there is “no 
such thing as national unity in despair.  
About 30 percent of the Greek 
population now lives below the 
poverty line - with 15 percent living in 
conditions of extreme poverty and 
about 1,000 more people lose their 
jobs every day.”However the political 
failure has worsened the economic 
adversity. 
 
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opi
nion/2012/12/2012121974029736221.
html 
(Accessed on 19.12.2012) 
Junty Sharma Pathak 
 
 

AMERICAS  
 

Immigration and 
American Power 
(Joseph S. Nye, Straits Times, 12 
December,  2012) 
 
The US is a land of immigrants and 
the recent defeat of the Republican 
Party, which had an anti-immigrant 
slant, is a testimony to the power of 
immigrants in the country. While the 
2010 census shows that 13 per cent of 
Americans are foreign born, half of 
the US population is skeptical of 
immigration. Demographers portray a 
US in 2050 with Hispanics comprising 
25% of the population, Africans 
making 14% and Asian Americans 
constituting 8%. Though a rapid rate 
of immigration can cause social 
problems, over the long term it will 
also strengthen US power. While 
developed countries like Japan will 
experience a shortage of people, 
America, because of immigration, 
may avoid demographic decline. 
Immigrants will also help the country 
provide for its older generation and 
thus address a major policy concern. 
Skilled migrants contribute to long 
term growth and one can notice a 
correlation between the number of 
patents filed in the US and visas for 
skilled workers.  At the beginning of 
the century, one quarter of Silicon 
Valley’s technology businesses was 

powered by the Chinese and Indian-
born engineers. Also, 40 per cent of 
the 2010 Fortune 500 companies were 
founded by immigrants or their 
children. The success of immigrants 
has helped in conveying a positive 
image about the US and attracting 
more people. It also helps America 
establish connections with other 
countries and broaden its attitude. 
Immigration enhances both soft and 
hard power. According to Singapore’s 
former leader, Lee Kuan Yew, China 
will not surpass US as the leading 
power despite its large population 
because of the way US is attracting the 
best minds across the world. China 
with its Sino-centric culture cannot be 
as creative as the US. Thus, 
immigration reform is necessary for 
America to maintain its strength. 
 
http://www.straitstimes.com/microsite
s/global-perspectives/world-
cultures/story/immigration-and-
american-power-20121212 
Date Accessed: 19.12.2012 
(Amrutha Jose) 

           
Firm Steps Taken 
In The Updating Of 
Cuba’s Economic 
Model 
(O. Fonticoba Gener, Granma 
Internacional, 18 December, 2012) 
 
The Cuban Parliament began the 
process of implementation of Policy 
Guidelines to update the country’s 
socio-economic model and perfect the 
ones already functional. This was 
presented by the Council of Ministers 
Vice President, Marino Murillo Jorge, 
and head of the Policy Guideline 
Implementation Commission. He said 
that, “The tasks which the 
Commission, national bodies and 
entities, local governments and 
enterprises must complete in 2013 and 
2014 will be the most complex, those 
of greatest importance and impact on 
the updating of our economic model 
and on society as a whole.” 
To improve the economic structure, 
the drafting of the “theoretical 
conception of Cuba’s economic model 

is well underway.” This is expected to 
channel the work of the institutes 
toward economic development. The 
first steps to economic development 
are to implement the macro-economic 
policies that will determine wholesale 
and retail prices, monetary policy 
measures that must be adopted in a 
way to control money circulation, 
financial planning which would help 
coordinate macro-economic policies, 
and the “Economic Plan and State 
Budget.” The government of Cuba is 
also focusing on the design of the 
“first 230 non-agricultural 
cooperatives which will open the 
gradual, experimental process of 
establishing this new form of 
economic activity.” 
Marino Murillo Jorge stated that 
autonomy and authority in the 
economic and financial management 
of enterprises was to be expanded, as 
this model will advance the 
functioning of the socialist state 
enterprise thereby supporting the 
macro-economic policies. The purpose 
of this is the “recapitalization of 
enterprises” along-with “increased 
earnings to make possible the 
financing of increased wages for 
workers; the creation of a wholesale 
market and the reconciliation of costs 
which the Cuban economy can sustain 
with their value on the international 
market.” Other developments are to 
make state entities’ social objectives 
flexible by allowing such institutions 
to meet their potentials and demands, 
facilitate self-employment, subsidies 
to individual for construction. 
 
http://www.granma.cu/ingles/cuba-
i/18dic-Firm%20steps.html 
(Date Accessed: 19.12.2012) 
Ranjana Adhikari 
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BOOKS 

The Unknown 
Cultural Revolution  
Life and Change in a Chinese 
Village 
by Dongpin Han 
  
  
‘The Unknown Cultural Revolution’ 
challenges the established notion 
which states that China’s Cultural 
Revolution led to economic disaster, 
the persecution of intellectuals, and 
senseless violence. Dongpin Han is of 
the view that that this period fostered 
economic development in rural china 
and to support this notion he offers a 
powerful account of the “dramatic 
improvements in the living conditions, 
infrastructure, and agricultural 
practices of China’s rural population 
that emerged in this period.” He 
documents a neglected side of China’s 
Cultural Revolution, and shows that 
the Cultural Revolution helped 
overthrow local hierarchies, establish 
participatory democracy and economic 
planning in the communes, and 
expand education and public services, 
especially for the elderly. The book 
would interest not only students of 
contemporary Chinese history but also 
those who are concerned with poverty 
and inequality in the world today. 
  
  
http://monthlyreview.org/press/boo
ks/pb1801/ 
(Date accessed: 19.12.12) 
Karishma Mutreja 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Democracy in 
Retreat 
The Revolt of the 
Middle Class and 
the Worldwide 
Decline of 
Representative 
Government 
(Council on Foreign Relations) 
Joshua Kurlantzick, Fellow for 
Southeast Asia 
Publisher A CFR Book. Yale 
University Press 
Release Date March 2013 
  
Most political theorists world over 
assume that with the economic 
development of nations, they will also 
become more democratic, particularly 
with the growth of a “vibrant middle 
class.”This assumption is seen to 
“underlie the expansion of the 
European Union and much of 
American foreign policy, bolstered by 
such examples as South Korea, the 
Philippines, Taiwan, and even to some 
extent Russia.”Aberrant conditions 
like “Islamism, authoritarian, Chinese 
influence, or perhaps the rise of local 
autocrats” have been seen as the cause 
of democracy failing or retreating in 
some countries. 
However author Joshua Kurlantzick 
argues that given the trend how 
several countries have retreated or 
failed democracy in recent times, it is 
definitely beyond “series of 
exceptions” and actually reflects a 
new disturbing trend of global decline 
of democracy. He examines the 
conditions of democracy in an array of 
countries. He also looks into the 
reasons that turned the middle class 
against democracy and further 
examines if the world wide decline of 
democracy is “reversible.” 
http://www.cfr.org/democracy-
and-human-rights/democracy-
retreat/p29458 
(Accessed on 19.12.2012) 
Junty Sharma Pathak 
 

 
 


