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Editorial 

 Dear Reader,  

 

If I were to tell you that a person committed a heinous crime like rape, sodomy and physical assault, and was 

abetted by his wife, who tortured the victims, what would your reaction be? Shock? Disgust? Followed by a 

conviction that the law will, and must, have its way – right?  

 

Now if I were to say, that the crime was allegedly committed by a diplomat from an oil-rich country? And the 

victims were poor Nepali women who had come to India in search of a job? Does the equation and the 

reaction change?  

 

Clearly it did for us as a nation.  

 

The Lead Essay this week looks at a recent case allegedly involving a Saudi diplomat and brings to the fore a 

number of issues related to India’s response to the complex coming together of the issue of women’s safety, 

rape, diplomatic immunity and social and national identity of the victims. For a country that reacted with 

such vehemence over the Nirbhaya rape, was our response to this incident muffled by realpolitik and the fact 

that the victims were poor Nepali women? While there have been a number of similar incidents across the 

world where perpetrators have gotten away with torture, rape, enslavement etc. by using diplomatic 

immunity, should the Indian government have done more to clearly establish that it’s serious about the safety 

of women and will not be party to this informal omerta code anymore?  

 

On the positive front it was heartening to note that the Ministry of Women and Child Welfare has proposed to 

the Cabinet that working women in India should be given eight months maternity leave as opposed to the 

current three months mandated by law. The proposal for extended maternity leave must be hailed as a 

progressive move and must get bipartisan support in Parliament so that we are able to provide women an 

environment where they can attend to their young child for a longer period of time and come back to the 

workforce at a time when both their child and they are better able to handle the separation at an emotional 

and physical level.   

 

 

Finally, the government recently announced a seven-pronged strategy, ‘Indradhanush’, to revamp public-

sector banks, but the main author of the report, which was supposed to guide these plans, has been critical 

about it. The latter makes a strong case for reducing government shareholding in PSB’s to below 50 per cent 

so that it will free the banks from “external vigilance emanating from the CVC and allow them to compete 

with private players”. While the government can continue to be the majority stakeholder even if it reduces its 

share to 45%, given the global call for strong corporate governance, reducing vigilance requirements seems 

to be an odd line to take! 

 

We hope you enjoy this issue of Policy Watch and look forward to hearing from you. 

.  

 

 

Ms. Barkha Deva 

Associate Director, RGICS  
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Lead Essay 

 The Saudi Arabian Diplomatic Row: Diplomatic Immunity, Impunity and 

Abuse  
 
On 7

th
 September, Gurgaon Police raided the house of Majed Hassan Ashoor, First Secretary at the Embassy of Saudi Arabia at 

New Delhi. There, they found and rescued two Nepali women who alleged that Ashoor used to rape, sodomise and assault them 

along with his friends. His wife was also accused of torture.
1
 The two women, aged around 20 and 50 years, alleged that they had 

been raped by over 20 men over a period of at least 15 days  

 

The women were trafficked from Nepal, where they were sent to the home of the Diplomat in the Gulf. Thereafter, they travelled to 

New Delhi, where the torture began. They were starved and not paid their wages. 

  

The raid was conducted on the basis of a tip-off by an NGO which was approached by a third maid who had managed to escape 

soon after she had been hired after seeing the torture meted out to the two women. “She [the recently hired maid] realised what was 

going on and we shared our ordeal with her. She was smart … she threatened them and left a few days later and she helped us get 

out,” one alleged victim told the AFP news agency after arriving in Kathmandu last week.
2
    

 

The wife and daughter of the diplomat allegedly abused the officials of Gurgaon Police when they went to rescue the two women, 

police said in a report to Ministry of External Affairs. The report stated that the women started beating up the Nepalese women in 

the presence of the police in order to get them to desist from leaving.
3
  

 

The Gurgaon Police then went on to file charges against the diplomat and ‘unknown persons’ of gang-rape, rape, unnatural sex and 

other sections of Indian Penal Code including conspiracy.
4
  

  

Immediate Aftermath: 
 

"The allegations are serious and if this happened, it is very sad," said Nepal's Ambassador to India, Deep Kumar Upadhyay. "But 

we will wait for the outcome of the investigations, and we have faith that India will act appropriately." Two hours later, Saudi 

Arabian ambassador Saud Mohamed Alsati arrived at the foreign ministry headquarters along with the accused diplomat, and a team 

of other officials to proclaim that Riyadh was the victim, and complained against the "unwarranted" Gurgaon police decision to 

brief journalists about the case "before investigations are complete". "The embassy," Saudi Arabia's mission here said in a statement 

this evening, "has also protested the police intrusion into a diplomat's house against all diplomatic conventions." 

 

A day after the Saudi Arabian Embassy said the allegations of rape and sodomy against a diplomat and his family were “false,” a 

source in the Gurgaon Police reported that a medical examination of the two complainants by a four-member medical board 

substantiated the charges. A hospital source, who had access to the medical examination report, said the women were “sexually 

abused in every possible manner” and their injuries would take a long time to heal. Refusing to reveal the exact contents, the source 

said the women were “brutally” violated.
5
 

 

                                                           
1
 Article (2015), ‘Diplomat's Wife, Daughter Abused Gurgaon Police: Police Report to MEA’, Outlook, 16

th
 September, 2015. 

Available at http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/diplomats-wife-daughter-abused-gurgaon-police-police-report-to-

mea/913207 
2
 Jason Burke (2015), ‘Saudi diplomat accused of raping two maids uses immunity to leave India’, The Guardian, 17

th
 September, 

2015. Available at http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/17/saudi-diplomat-accused-of-raping-two-maids-uses-immunity-to-

leave-india 
3
 Article (2015), ‘Diplomat's Wife, Daughter Abused Gurgaon Police: Police Report to MEA’, Outlook, 16

th
 September, 2015. 

Available at http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/diplomats-wife-daughter-abused-gurgaon-police-police-report-to-

mea/913207 
4
 Karan Pradhan (2015), ‘Geopolitical complications, diplomatic immunity: Gurgaon rape accused Saudi diplomat may go scot-

free’, Firstpost, 9
th

 September, 2015. Available at http://www.firstpost.com/world/gurgaon-rape-case-heres-why-the-accused-saudi-

diplomat-may-go-scot-free-2427436.html 
5
 Ashok Kumar (2015), ‘Saudi diplomat case: Medical team confirms brutality’, The Hindu, 11

th
 September, 2015. Available at 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/saudi-diplomat-case-medical-team-confirms-brutality/article7638839.ece?ref=relatedNews 

http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/diplomats-wife-daughter-abused-gurgaon-police-police-report-to-mea/913207
http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/diplomats-wife-daughter-abused-gurgaon-police-police-report-to-mea/913207
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/17/saudi-diplomat-accused-of-raping-two-maids-uses-immunity-to-leave-india
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/17/saudi-diplomat-accused-of-raping-two-maids-uses-immunity-to-leave-india
http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/diplomats-wife-daughter-abused-gurgaon-police-police-report-to-mea/913207
http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/diplomats-wife-daughter-abused-gurgaon-police-police-report-to-mea/913207
http://www.firstpost.com/world/gurgaon-rape-case-heres-why-the-accused-saudi-diplomat-may-go-scot-free-2427436.html
http://www.firstpost.com/world/gurgaon-rape-case-heres-why-the-accused-saudi-diplomat-may-go-scot-free-2427436.html
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/saudi-diplomat-case-medical-team-confirms-brutality/article7638839.ece?ref=relatedNews
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 Gurgaon Police, in their report submitted to the Ministry of External Affairs, claimed that they were unaware of the identities of the 

occupants of the apartment, and only later realised that they were Saudi Arabian nationals who could be holding a Diplomatic Visa.
6
   

Police investigations stalled when officers were unable to question the diplomat, who was reported to have moved with his family 

into the Saudi Arabian embassy in Delhi due to his diplomatic status. Police officers had sought the Indian foreign ministry’s help 

obtaining access to the accused man and senior Indian diplomats asked the Saudi envoy to seek his cooperation in the inquiry.
7
 

 

The Ministry of External Affairs requested Saudi Arabia to waive Ashoor’s diplomatic immunity so that he would cooperate in the 

investigation. 

 

Meanwhile, protests by women’s rights groups demanded justice for the two women.  

 

The Vienna Convention and Diplomatic Immunity: 
 

The Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, 1961 is a treaty that defines the diplomatic framework between independent 

nations. It enumerates the privileges that diplomats and diplomatic missions enjoy in their host country so that they may carry out 

their work without fear or harassment. Its Articles are considered the cornerstone of international relations.   

 

Article 29 of the Convention states that the person of a Diplomat is inviolable, and he shall not be liable to any form of arrest of 

detention. Article 31 states that a diplomatic agent shall enjoy immunity from criminal jurisdiction of the receiving State, though 

the sending country may waive this right under Article 32.     

 

The Gurgaon apartment where the women were being kept had been rented formally by the Saudi embassy, and the Article 30 of 

the Convention extends immunity to the premises and property of missions and their diplomats
8
 

Diplomatic immunity has received much criticism in the past. India itself has always strictly adhered to the Convention and 

immediately invoked diplomatic immunity for its own diplomats abroad, whether in the case of Devyani Khobragade in the USA or 

Ravi Thapar in New Zealand
9
. 

 

Saudi Arabian diplomats have also acquired notoriety for crimes, a majority of which are sexual offences, committed worldwide 

that they have escaped without punishment or government censure. In the UK, one Saudi diplomat was accused of molesting a 11-

year old girl, while another allegedly held two Indonesian women as slaves. In the USA, another Saudi diplomat and his wife were 

accused of holding two Filipino women hostage in their home for months. After Saudi intervention, all of them walked free.
10

    

 

 

Instances of Abuse of Diplomatic Immunity in Cases of Crimes against Women and Children: 
 

 Manual Aryee (Ghana): 19 year old Manual Aryee, son of a Ghanian Diplomat in New York, was identified by two women as 

having raped them at gunpoint. After being taken into custody by the police, he was released soon after by claiming diplomatic 

immunity.
11

   

                                                           
6
 Article (2015), ‘Diplomat's Wife, Daughter Abused Gurgaon Police: Police Report to MEA’, Outlook, 16

th
 September, 2015. 

Available at http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/diplomats-wife-daughter-abused-gurgaon-police-police-report-to-

mea/913207 
7
 Jason Burke (2015), ‘Saudi diplomat accused of raping two maids uses immunity to leave India’, The Guardian, 17

th
 September, 

2015. Available at http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/17/saudi-diplomat-accused-of-raping-two-maids-uses-immunity-to-

leave-india 
8
 Treaty (1961), ‘Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations’. 18

th
 April, 1961. Available at 

http://legal.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/conventions/9_1_1961.pdf 
9
 Article (2015), ‘Ravi Thapar controversy: How India avoided a Khobragade-like diplomatic situation in New Zealand’, 29

th
 June, 

2015. Available at http://www.firstpost.com/world/ravi-thapar-controversy-how-india-avoided-a-khobragade-like-diplomatic-

situation-in-new-zealand-2316670.html 
10

 Divya Balaji and Prateek Mantri (2015), ‘It’s Time the World Took Another Look at Diplomatic Immunity’, The Wire, 17
th

 

September, 2015. Available at http://thewire.in/2015/09/17/its-time-the-world-took-another-look-at-diplomatic-immunity-10886/ 
11

 Robert D. McFadden (1981), ‘Repatriation Asked for Diplomat’s Son’, The New York Times, 8
th

 February, 1981. Available at 

http://www.nytimes.com/1981/02/08/nyregion/repatriation-asked-for-diplomats-son.html 

http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/diplomats-wife-daughter-abused-gurgaon-police-police-report-to-mea/913207
http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/diplomats-wife-daughter-abused-gurgaon-police-police-report-to-mea/913207
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/17/saudi-diplomat-accused-of-raping-two-maids-uses-immunity-to-leave-india
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/17/saudi-diplomat-accused-of-raping-two-maids-uses-immunity-to-leave-india
http://legal.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/conventions/9_1_1961.pdf
http://www.firstpost.com/world/ravi-thapar-controversy-how-india-avoided-a-khobragade-like-diplomatic-situation-in-new-zealand-2316670.html
http://www.firstpost.com/world/ravi-thapar-controversy-how-india-avoided-a-khobragade-like-diplomatic-situation-in-new-zealand-2316670.html
http://thewire.in/2015/09/17/its-time-the-world-took-another-look-at-diplomatic-immunity-10886/
http://www.nytimes.com/1981/02/08/nyregion/repatriation-asked-for-diplomats-son.html
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  Salem Al-Mazrooei (UAE): Police in Virginia, USA who had posed as a 13 year old girl on the internet in order to catch 

paedophiles, arrested a man in his 40s who drove for hours to meet her after promising to teach her about sex. Later however, 

they found out that the suspect was a diplomat from the United Arab Emirates and was entitled to diplomatic immunity. 

Consequently, they were forced to release him, and he left the country a few days later.
12

    

 

 Floyd Karamba (Zimbabwe): 9-year old Terrence Karamba was placed in a foster home after his elementary school teachers 

noticed suspicious scars and injuries on his body that he said had been inflicted on him by his father Floyd Karamba, a 

Zimbabwean Diplomat in New York. Despite investigations finding that Terrence along with his two young siblings had been 

brutally tortured by their father, no charges could be filed as Floyd Karamba claimed diplomatic immunity.
13

    

 

 Erick Schcks Bairnals (Panama): Bairnals, a Panamaian Diplomat accused of raping a 19-year old Filipino woman in his 

apartment after making her sniff a drug, was released after being detained by police by invoking diplomatic immunity.
14

     

 

 Unnamed Diplomat (Saudi Arabia): The Saudi man was held after reportedly sexually assaulting an 11-year old girl in 

London. However, he was later released after claiming diplomatic immunity.
15

    

 

 Anil Verma (India): Verma, a senior Indian diplomat in London, was questioned for domestic violence after neighbours 

reported screaming and saw his wife run into the street covered in blood. However, he claimed immunity from prosecution, and 

soon left the country.
16

    

 

 Diplomat’s Son (Saudi Arabia): The diplomat’s son allegedly raped a 16-year old in the US. He escaped arrest because of 

diplomatic immunity, and it was claimed that he had voluntarily left the US. However, the girl encountered the accused at her 

workplace a few months later. The Saudi Embassy claimed that the victim had actually seen the brother of the accused, and 

continued to insist that the accused had left the US. It was only after a private investigator photographed the alleged rapist that 

he finally left the US.
17

 

 

Potential Diplomatic Implications: 
 

As an oil-rich and immensely wealthy nation, Saudi Arabia enjoys immense clout worldwide. It is one of the largest suppliers of oil 

to India, and a strategic business partner. Prime Minister Modi is due to visit the country later this year, as part of his aggressive 

diplomatic campaign across West Asia. Moreover, there are millions of Indians living and working in Saudi Arabia. Any action on 

India’s part would have far-reaching repercussions, both economically and to the potential safety of its citizens living in Saudi.  

 

While Nepal is nowhere near as powerful or wealthy as Saudi Arabia, it too plays an important role in India’s foreign policy.  It is 

the only foreign country that Prime Minister Modi has already visited twice in his tenure. India is currently battling increasing 

Chinese influence in the country which shares a border with Bihar. Moreover, there is growing anti-India sentiment in the country, 

which needs to be contained as Nepal enters a new age with a new Constitution. 

 

                                                           
12

 Article, ‘The Untouchables: Is Diplomatic Immunity Going Too Far?’, Reader’s Digest. Available at 

http://www.rd.com/advice/diplomatic-immunity-going-too-far/ 
13

 Mark A. Uhlig (1988), ‘Court Won't Bar Return of Boy In Abuse Case to Zimbabwe’, The New York Times, 1
st
 January. 1988. 

Available at http://www.nytimes.com/1988/01/01/nyregion/court-won-t-bar-return-of-boy-in-abuse-case-to-

zimbabwe.html?pagewanted=print&src=pm 
14

 Michael del Callar (2012), ‘DFA: Panama diplomat in alleged rape case has full immunity’, GMA News Online, 11
th

 May, 2012. 

Available at http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/story/257821/news/nation/dfa-panama-diplomat-in-alleged-rape-case-has-full-

immunity 
15

 Article (2004), ‘Saudi man quizzed over sex attack’, BBC News, 2
nd

 August, 2004. Available at 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/london/3527084.stm 
16

 Article (2011), ‘Indian diplomat who 'assaulted wife' ordered to leave Britain’, Mail Online, 23
rd

 January, 2011. Available at 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1349671/Anil-Verma-Indian-diplomat-assaulted-wife-ordered-leave-Britain.html 
17

 Shubhajit Roy (2015), ‘The immunity for diplomats: Some key issues the Saudi case raises’, The Indian Express, 21
st
 September, 

2015. Available at http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/the-immunity-for-diplomats-some-key-issues-the-saudi-case-raises/ 

http://www.rd.com/advice/diplomatic-immunity-going-too-far/
http://www.nytimes.com/1988/01/01/nyregion/court-won-t-bar-return-of-boy-in-abuse-case-to-zimbabwe.html?pagewanted=print&src=pm
http://www.nytimes.com/1988/01/01/nyregion/court-won-t-bar-return-of-boy-in-abuse-case-to-zimbabwe.html?pagewanted=print&src=pm
http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/story/257821/news/nation/dfa-panama-diplomat-in-alleged-rape-case-has-full-immunity
http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/story/257821/news/nation/dfa-panama-diplomat-in-alleged-rape-case-has-full-immunity
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/london/3527084.stm
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1349671/Anil-Verma-Indian-diplomat-assaulted-wife-ordered-leave-Britain.html
http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/the-immunity-for-diplomats-some-key-issues-the-saudi-case-raises/
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 India and Nepal additionally have to tackle a massive problem – human trafficking. The two maids were trafficked from Nepal, first 

to Sri Lanka, then to the Gulf, and finally to India. The issue has once again brought to light the scant action taken by India to curb 

trafficking, as well as the implications of a completely unregulated domestic labour market.    

 

India’s Options:  
 

Although India was assailed by pressure from both Riyadh and Kathmandu over the rape, its options were severely restricted by 

international law, its own track record and Riyadh's clout. In such a situation, the government was left with limited options. 

 

 Put pressure on Saudi Arabia to waive immunity: This was the path initially taken by India. Saudi Arabia was requested to 

waive immunity and enable the diplomat to “cooperate” in the investigation. However, after furiously protesting his innocence, 

Saudi Arabia remained silent in this regard. The Ministry of External Affairs faced criticism for dragging its feet on the matter, 

despite medical reports backing up the women’s claims that they were brutally raped, and a senior Ministry of External Affairs 

official emphasising the importance of resolving such matters "swiftly and in real time".
18

  

 

 Allow Ashoor safe passage back to Saudi Arabia: The Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, 1961 strictly forbids a 

diplomat from being prosecuted by his host country. While immunity from civil prosecution is subject to certain exceptions, 

immunity from criminal prosecution is absolutely inviolable – extending even to grave crimes such as murder and rape unless 

such immunity is waived by the sending county. This course of action would serve the additional benefit of avoiding a 

diplomatic row, since India would not be criticised by Nepal for not breaching the provisions of the Vienna Convention. 

However, women’s safety is a matter of grave concern in India, and the government would face criticism for not taking more 

decisive action. This is eventually the course of action that the government chose to take. 

 

 Declare him persona non grata and expel him from the country: In the present circumstances, officially declaring the 

diplomat ‘persona non grata’ and expelling him from the country would send a strong message that such behaviour was 

unacceptable and would not be tolerated, while still abiding by the provisions of the Vienna Convention. Given India’s already 

dubious reputation as being unsafe for women, and this being a matter that received widespread international media attention, 

many were of the opinion that this was the perfect opportunity for India to show the world that it was finally ready to take a 

tough stance on violence against women.  

 

India’s Action: 
 

 On a request by the Nepal Embassy, the two women were immediately repatriated. However, they are now no longer welcome 

home, and have been rejected by their own families. “The External Affairs Ministry has allowed the Nepali maids to return 

home where they were further humiliated as their families have disowned them. India should not have deserted the Nepali 

maids who have been distanced from the investigating authorities in India due to the stealthy and hurried repatriation,” said  

Ruchira Gupta of Apne Aap International.
19

 

 

 After the Ministry of External Affairs requested Saudi Arabia to waive diplomatic immunity and cooperate with the 

investigation, the Embassy remained silent as rumours abounded that the diplomat had already left the country. As protests 

about the Ministry dragging its feet on the matter grew louder, National Security Advisor Ajit Doval intervened.
20

 This was 

somewhat unusual, as this is not usually the type of matter that the NSA involves himself in. However, this was a strong 

indication that the Prime Minister’s Office was unhappy with the way the matter had so far been handled.     

 

                                                           
18

 Parul Chandra (2015), ‘Mr Modi, don't let New Delhi be seen sleeping on Saudi diplomat rape case’, Daily O, 15
th

 September, 

2015. Available at  http://www.dailyo.in/politics/saudi-diplomat-case-foreign-policy-sexual-abuse-narendra-modi-saudi-arabia-gulf-

nations-dominique-strauss-kahn-vienna-convention-on-diplomatic-relations/story/1/6249.html 
19

 Kallol Bhattacharjee (2015), ‘Saudi diplomat flies back, activists upset’, 17
th

 September, 2015. Available at 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/saudi-diplomat-accused-in-rape-case-leaves-india-foreign-ministry/article7660059.ece 
20

 M.K. Bhadrakumar (2015), ‘Saudi Arabia diplomat case: What can Doval do that the ministry of external affairs couldn't?’, 

Scroll.in, 16
th

 September, 2015. Available at http://scroll.in/article/755767/saudi-arabia-diplomat-case-what-can-the-nsa-do-that-

the-ministry-of-external-affairs-couldnt 

http://www.dailyo.in/politics/saudi-diplomat-case-foreign-policy-sexual-abuse-narendra-modi-saudi-arabia-gulf-nations-dominique-strauss-kahn-vienna-convention-on-diplomatic-relations/story/1/6249.html
http://www.dailyo.in/politics/saudi-diplomat-case-foreign-policy-sexual-abuse-narendra-modi-saudi-arabia-gulf-nations-dominique-strauss-kahn-vienna-convention-on-diplomatic-relations/story/1/6249.html
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/saudi-diplomat-accused-in-rape-case-leaves-india-foreign-ministry/article7660059.ece
http://scroll.in/article/755767/saudi-arabia-diplomat-case-what-can-the-nsa-do-that-the-ministry-of-external-affairs-couldnt
http://scroll.in/article/755767/saudi-arabia-diplomat-case-what-can-the-nsa-do-that-the-ministry-of-external-affairs-couldnt
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  A few days after Doval stepped in, the diplomat left the country. Indian foreign ministry spokesman Vikas Swarup issued a 

statement that night saying the diplomat “who is allegedly accused of abusing two Nepali maids has left India”. The diplomat 

was protected by the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, Swarup said, giving no further details.
21

 

 

What India Should Have Done: 
 

Ashoor’s swift departure soon after Doval’s intervention may be construed to be part of a diplomatic bargain struck between India 

and Saudi Arabia. Former Foreign Secretary Maharaj Krishna Rasgotra said that the accusation that the Ministry was going soft on 

the case was as a sign of the sensitive issues involved. Mr. Rasgotra said the Saudis were “frightfully important to India at the 

moment due to the global circumstances and the Saudi diplomat’s departure seems like a solution arrived at through mutual 

consultation”.
22

 

 

While the Vienna Convention ensures that India’s hands are tied regarding prosecution of Ashoor, allowing him to be spirited out of 

the country instead of expelling him after Saudi Arabia refused to cooperate, while citing the Convention to justify it, has shown 

India in a poor light. This issue was covered extensively, both in the national and international media, especially given the already 

infamous track record of Saudi Diplomats, and both Saudi Arabia and India’s own problems with human trafficking and violence 

against women. The New York Times declared that “The case brings together two issues that have drawn wide public attention in 

recent years: the problems that India’s police have had in dealing with rape, and the mistreatment of domestic workers in many parts 

of Asia and the Middle East.”  

 

This unfortunate incident was an ideal platform for India to show the world that it had learned from its past mistakes and would not 

allow any such blatant disregard for the law and human rights within its territory, and would take swift and decisive action in case 

of such an incident. Expelling the diplomat from the country, especially after medical reports substantiated the maids’ allegations, 

would have sent a strong message that such behaviour would not be tolerated, while still adhering to diplomatic convention. 

 

However, after the intervention of the National Security Advisor, the diplomat quietly returned home, thus effectively ending a 

potentially intricate diplomatic situation. While this has ensured that relations with Nepal and Saudi Arabia have remained 

unspoiled, India’s soft stance on the matter has given the impression that in the larger scale of things, friendly diplomatic relations 

and business interests trump basic human rights.    

 

Future Action: 
 

Simply because both the victims and the perpetrator are back in their home countries, India cannot rest easy, given that the victims 

are citizens of a third country and came here from earthquake-hit Nepal desperately seeking a livelihood. India will need to be 

sensitive to Nepal’s concerns in the matter. It must pursue the matter and apply pressure on Saudi Arabia to ensure that Ashoor is 

brought to some form of justice in accordance with local law. Prime Minister Modi’s slated visit to the country later this year in 

addition to sustained pressure from New Delhi may bear results. At the very least, India’s determination to pursue this case may 

serve as a deterrent to any others who may seek to abuse their diplomatic status to claim immunity for their crimes.
 23

 

 

Moreover, India also has a moral responsibility towards the victims. It is because of India’s lax attitude towards human trafficking 

and domestic labour regulation that the horrors that these women were subjected to were allowed to go on for as long as it did. Now 

more than ever, India needs to show both the world and its own people that it is committed to stamping out violence and sexual 

exploitation of women. Porous borders and woefully inadequate measures to curb trafficking ensure that despite weak attempts to 

curb the menace, hundreds of thousands of women and children are routinely trafficked both in and out of the country every year.  

 

                                                           
21

 Jason Burke (2015), ‘Saudi diplomat accused of raping two maids uses immunity to leave India’, The Guardian, 17
th

 September, 

2015. Available at http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/17/saudi-diplomat-accused-of-raping-two-maids-uses-immunity-to-

leave-india 
22

 Kallol Bhattacharjee (2015), ‘Saudi diplomat flies back, activists upset’, 17
th

 September, 2015. Available at 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/saudi-diplomat-accused-in-rape-case-leaves-india-foreign-ministry/article7660059.ece 
23

 Editorial (2015), ‘Act with firmness’, The Hindu, 14
th

 September, 2015. Available at 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/act-with-firmness/article7648683.ece 
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 India’s dismal rating in the 2015 Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report is a reflection of how little progress has been made.
24

 The 

Trafficking in Persons Report is the U.S. Government’s principal diplomatic tool to engage foreign governments on human 

trafficking. It claims to be the world’s most comprehensive resource of governmental anti-human trafficking efforts. In the TIP 

Report, the Department of State places each country onto one of three tiers based on the extent of their governments’ efforts to 

comply with the “minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking” found in the Trafficking Victims Protection Act.
25

 India 

has been ranked as Tier 2,
26

 which means “Countries whose governments do not fully comply with the TVPA's minimum 

standards, but are making significant efforts to bring themselves into compliance with those standards.”
27

  

 

The Report states: 

 

“India is a source, destination, and transit country for men, women, and children subjected to forced labor and sex trafficking. 

Forced labor constitutes India’s largest trafficking problem.” 

 

“Nepali and Bangladeshi women and girls are subjected to both labor and sex trafficking in major Indian cities.” 

“The Government of India does not fully comply with the minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking; however, it is 

making significant efforts to do so.”
28

 

 

While the TIP Report is a comprehensive and useful tool in tracking efforts by each country to combat human trafficking, a question 

that is frequently raised is whether it is a reflection of reality or politics. India is an important trade partner and a diplomatic ally of 

the US. Its ranking has remained at Tier 2 since 2011, which indicates that it is making significant efforts to comply with minimum 

standards. However, it has an estimated 20-65 million slaves, a significant percentage of worldwide figures.
29

 Moreover, legislation 

is still riddled with lacunae that do not adequately address the issue.  

 

The government needs to unequivocally prove that diplomatic ambitions and realpolitik can never undermine the basic human rights 

of not only its citizens, but all those who reside within its territory.  

 

 

Prepared by: 

Yesha Paul 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
24

 Ashwaq Masoodi (2015), ‘US report questions India’s record in tackling human-trafficking’, Live Mint, 28
th

 July, 2015. 

Available at http://www.livemint.com/Politics/zWL8MAcZqS09qc9sD6w82K/US-report-questions-Indias-record-in-tackling-

humantraffic.html 
25

 U.S. Department of State (2015), ‘2015 Trafficking in Persons Report’, U.S. Department of State, July 2015. Available at 

http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/ 

26
 Report (2015), 2015 Trafficking in Persons Report, U.S. Department of State, July, 2015. Available at 

http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/243559.pdf 
27

 U.S. Department of State (2015), ‘2015 Trafficking in Persons Report – The Tiers’, U.S. Department of State, July 2015. 

Available at http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/2015/243366.htm 
28

 Report (2015), 2015 Trafficking in Persons Report, U.S. Department of State, July, 2015. Available at 

http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/243559.pdf 
29

 Press Release (2015), ‘Menendez Amendment Would Increase Accountability for U.S. Trade Partners on Combating Human 

Trafficking’, Human Rights First, 22
nd

 May, 2015. Available at http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/press-release/menendez-

amendment-would-increase-accountability-us-trade-partners-combating-human 
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 In a Historic Move, AP links Godavari and Krishna Rivers 

(Hindustan Times, September 17, 2015) 

  

In a historic move, the water of the two great rivers of the South — the Godavari and the Krishna — were formally connected on 

Wednesday. 

 

Under the Pattiseema Lift Irrigation Scheme, executed by the Chandrababu Naidu government within six months, the Godavari 

waters reached the Krishna, covering a distance of 175 km. 

 

Naidu, on Wednesday, inaugurated a pylon named Pavitra Sangamam near Ibrahimpatnam in Krishna district. 

  

Read more: http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-

1390916.aspx 

Date accessed: 17.09.15 

 

 

Now, Modi Government to Make Villages Smart 
(Business Standard, September 17, 2015) 

  

The Cabinet on Wednesday, September 16, 2015 decided to turn 300 village clusters to be ‘smart’. The Shyama Prasad Mukherji 

Rurban Mission is aimed at setting up these clusters by 2019-20 across the country. 

  

The Mission aims to spur economic, social and infrastructure development in rural areas. The Mission, which was announced last 

year to replace the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) government's Provision of Urban Amenities in Rural Areas or PURA 

initiative, aims at improving the quality of people’s lives by involving the state governments. 

 

Read more: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-

115091601230_1.html 

Date Accessed: 17.9.2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-a-historic-move-godavari-and-krishna-rivers-linked/article1-1390916.aspx
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/now-modi-govt-to-make-villages-smart-115091601230_1.html


 

10 | P a g e  

 

RGICS POLICY WATCH       
 Policy Highlights | Quick Analysis | Insights 

 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Volume : 4, Issue-9                                                   Date : 21-09-2015 

 

Economics 
 

Table 1: General Inflation Rates in Indian States: August 2015 (%) 

States Rural Urban General 

All India 4.94 3.30 4.06 

Northern Region    

Jammu & Kashmir 7.97 3.37 6.08 

Himachal Pradesh 10.28 2.60 8.31 

Punjab 6.85 5.37 6.15 

Chandigarh 14.31 -0.81 0.69 

Uttarakhand 4.29 3.46 3.73 

Haryana 5.54 4.73 4.88 

Delhi 6.73 5.42 6.30 

Uttar Pradesh 3.13 3.01 2.73 

Western Region    

Rajasthan 4.47 5.61 4.59 

Gujarat 3.27 3.60 3.45 

Maharashtra 7.16 3.24 4.68 

Goa 8.48 4.99 5.77 

Lakshadweep 12.49 3.27 7.69 

Daman & Diu 18.91 8.23 14.13 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli 17.43 6.62 12.52 

Central Region    

Madhya Pradesh 3.81 4.76 4.06 

Chattishgarh 8.62 1.78 5.53 

Southern Region    

Andhra Pradesh 9.46 3.73 7.10 

Karnakata 7.40 2.02 4.60 

Kerala 3.61 -0.40 1.94 

Tamil Nadu 3.40 2.53 3.01 

Puducherry 16.63 7.39 10.19 

Andaman & Nicobar Island 18.24 2.49 10.20 

Northeastern Region    

Arunachal Pradesh 5.78   

Assam 3.81 2.82 3.05 

Manipur 20.65 5.52 14.83 

Meghalaya -2.85 7.27 -1.70 

Mizoram 7.28 3.16 4.53 

Nagaland 12.23 5.18 9.04 

Tripura 7.54 4.04 6.10 

Sikkim 10.42 1.24 8.70 

Eastern Region    

Bihar 5.63 3.65 4.81 

Jharkhand 5.87 2.88 4.45 

West Bengal 1.53 3.56 2.28 

Odisha 6.16 -0.30 3.96 

 Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index (CPI) data of 

MOSPI.  

 There is one month time lag in CPI data (From the month February 2015 onwards the New Series is introduced 

with base 2012=100) provided by MOSPI, Government of India.  

 The 2014 August data at state-level with base 2010 is here converted to new base 2012 with linking factors of 

MOSPI 1.22, 1.20 and 1.21 for rural, urban and combined respectively. 
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RBI Grants Approval to 10 Entities for Small Finance Banks 
(Daily News & Analysis, September 17, 2015) 

  

10 entities, including Ujjivan Financial Services and Equitas Holdings, on Wednesday got RBI's approval to set up Small Finance 

Banks to provide basic banking services to small farmers and micro industries. The "in-principle" approval will be valid for 18 

months to enable these entities comply with the guidelines on Small Finance Banks, RBI said in a statement. 

Last month, the central bank had granted approval to 11 entities for launching Payments Banks. 

  

Read more: http://www.dnaindia.com/money/report-rbi-gives-in-principle-approval-to-10-entities-for-small-finance-banks-2125921 

Date accessed: 17.09.15 

 

Government’s PSB Reform Inadequate: Nayak 
(Dilasha Seth, Business Standard, September 17, 2015) 

  

The NDA government’s seven-pronged strategy called ‘Indradhanush’ to revamp public-sector banks (PSB) is said to be 

“inadequate” by P J Nayak, chairman of an official committee that has recommended governance reforms for PSBs. 

  

Responding publicly for the first time since the government announcement, Nayak, at a conference organised by ICRIER, spoke on 

a range of areas crippling the country’s PSBs, the need to repeal the Bank Nationalisation Act, and to provide a level playing field 

to public and private sector banks. 

  

Read more: http://www.business-standard.com/article/finance/govt-s-psb-reform-inadequate-nayak-115091601120_1.html 

Date Accessed: 17.9.2015 
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POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE  
 

Adding Insult to Injury 
(Mohan Guruswamy, The Frontline, September 1, 2015) 

 

The persistent economic strangulation of Bihar by way of low investments and denial of its rightful share of Central funds right 

from the First Five-Year Plan has kept the State backward. Narendra Modi’s much-touted development package is all hype.  

 

Read more: http://www.frontline.in/politics/adding-insult-to-injury/article7603332.ece?homepage=true 

Date Accessed: 11.9.2015 

 

GOVERNMENT 
 

Why India Won’t Sign Refugee Treaty 
(Livemint, September 11, 2015) 

 

UNHCR won’t officially say why, but the reasons are chiefly security-related since borders in South Asia are extremely porous and 

any conflict can result in a mass movement of people. This can have two results: first, a strain on local infrastructure and resources 

in countries that are poorly equipped to deal with sudden spikes in population. Second, it can upset the demographic balance. 

Another argument is that India already does its duty, so where’s the need to sign this piece of paper? It mostly doesn’t even take 

UN money to look after the refugees. A third reason offered by some scholars is that India retains a degree of scepticism about the 

UNHCR which apparently flows from the Bangladesh war of 1971. 

 

Read more: http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/bePZQScFIq1wEWv9Tqt4QO/Why-India-wont-sign-Refugee-Treaty.html 

Date Accessed: 11.9.2015 

 

Govt Approves Promulgation of Negotiable Instruments Ordinance 
( Indian Awaaz, September 16, 2015) 

 

The Union Cabinet approved a proposal to promulgate the Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Ordinance, 2015. The ordinance 

provides for filing of cheque bounce cases at the place where the cheque was issued. The clarity on jurisdictional issues for trial of 

cases of cheque bouncing would increase the credibility of the cheque as a financial instrument. It will also help trade and 

commerce in general and allow the lending institution, including banks, to continue to extend financing to the economy, without 

the apprehension of loan default on account of bouncing of a cheque. 

 

Read more: http://theindianawaaz.com/business-awaaz/govt-approves-promulgation-of-negotiable-instruments-ordinance/ 

Date Accessed: 17.09.2015 

 

HEALTH 
 

7 Reasons Why Maternity Leave Should Be Extended 
(Economy Lead, September 3, 2015) 

 

The Ministry of Women and Child Development (WCD) has sent a proposal to the Cabinet Secretariat to increase maternity leave 

for working women from three months to eight months which should be hailed for the following reasons: better post-partum care; 

more time to attend to the newborn; more attention to development of the child; motivate women to work after marriage; reduce 

hindrance in their careers; provide employment to new candidates during the period of maternity leave; and finally it will make 

women more empowered. 

 

Read more: http://www.economylead.com/featured-news/7-reasons-why-maternity-leave-should-be-extended-88000 

Date Accessed: 11.9.2015 
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LAW AND JUSTICE 
 

India's Acid Attack Victims Face Long Wait for Justice 
(Katy Nguyen, Reuters, September 16, 2015) 

  

India has one of the highest rates of acid violence in the world, yet a backlog of criminal cases means it can take up to a decade for 

courts to reach a judgment and most victims receive no compensation, legal experts said on Wednesday. Globally, there are as many 

as 1,500 recorded acid attacks each year with more than 1,000 cases estimated to occur in India alone. However, many attacks go 

unreported because victims are too afraid of reprisals to come forward, they said in a report. 

  

Despite the severity of the crime, acid remains easily available in India where it is used in manufacturing and the processing of 

cotton and rubber, despite a 2013 Supreme Court order to curb sales. Analysing 55 cases of acid violence in India, a report, based 

on research done in 2014, found that on average it takes between five and 10 years for a legal case to be concluded. 

  

Poongkhulali Balasubramanian, pro bono coordinator at J. Sagar Associates, said problems in India prosecuting acid violence cases 

were related to a creaking justice system rather than the nature of the crime. "They are problems which ail any large jurisdiction or 

country with a large population, which is choking with the amount of cases," she told the Thomson Reuters Foundation. "The fact 

that these cases are prosecuted through the same system means they end up suffering from the same kind of delays and poor 

investigation." 

  

Read More: http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/16/india-acid-attack-victims-idUSKCN0RG1FO20150916 

Date Accessed: 17.09.2015 

 

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 
 

Smuggling India's Antiquities 
(Neeta Lal, The Diplomat, September 16, 2015) 

  
Indian Tourism and Culture Minister Mahesh Sharma’s recent admission in Parliament that eight cases of antiquities theft were  

reported from State-protected monuments and museums across three states over the last year, has yet again brought to the fore the 

fraught issue of pilferage and smuggling of art treasures from Indian shores. India, with its redoubtable cultural heritage, 

bureaucratic apathy, and tardy implementation of antiquities protection laws, offers pilferers fertile ground to plunder the past and 

spirit away booty worth billions for sale in the international bazaar. Even though India is a signatory to the 1970 UNESCO treaty, 

experts say it is extremely tough to retrieve antiquities that have left the country. 

To plug some of the loopholes, the government is launching a National Mission on Monuments and Antiquities, tasked with 

documenting the antiquities and preparing a national database. Dr. Satish Pandey, Assistant Professor, National Museum Institute of 

History of Art, Conservation and Museology, New Delhi, opines that the Indian government’s lackadaisical approach is primarily 

responsible for the current mess. Though these measures augur well for the future of Indian heritage, experts say there is an urgent 

need for more proactive measures, factoring in the needs of all stakeholders. As Naman P. Ahuja, Associate Professor at the School 

of Arts and Aesthetics, Jawaharlal Nehru University, explains, “Thieves may smuggle Indian heritage, but the inaction of 

policymakers can destroy it forever.” 

  

Read More: http://thediplomat.com/2015/09/smuggling-indian-antiquities/ 

Date Accessed: 16.09.2015  
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Governance and Development 
 

HISTORY  
 

An Extraordinary Story of Five Colonial Indians and the Myth of Muslim Insularity 
(M Asaduddin, TheWire, September 6, 2015) 

 

A review of Seema Alavi’s Muslim Cosmopolitanism in the Age of Empire, Harvard University Press, 2015, 504 pp, Rs 1495: 

Alavi’s book is a potent antidote to the widespread but ill-informed media narrative about Muslim resistance to forces of modernity 

and globalisation. 

 

Read more:http://thewire.in/2015/09/06/an-extraordinary-story-of-five-colonial-indians-and-the-myth-of-muslim-insularity-9663/ 

Accessed on September 14, 2015 

  
Work on Indian History is Increasingly Threatened by Those Who Cling on to a 

Fabricated Past 
(Audrey Truschke, TheWire, September 20, 2015) 

 

History, especially during the medieval period of so-called Islamic rule, is being flattened and rewritten in modern India until it 

bears only the faintest resemblance to any reality of what actually happened. Moreover, the battle over India’s past increasingly 

begins and ends in the present, often brazenly altered to reflect modern day political agendas, some of them profoundly troubling. 

 

Read more: http://thewire.in/2015/09/20/what-we-can-learn-from-indias-medieval-past-11106/ 

Accessed on September 21, 2015  
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India and World 
 

AMERICAS 
 

Government Shuts Down Over Planned Parenthood 
(Vox, September 10, 2015) 

 

Planned Parenthood remains a key target for conservatives because it is the largest abortion provider in the country. Federal law 

expressly prohibits the use of federal funds to pay for abortions. While abortion providers like Planned Parenthood can qualify for 

grants, the government requires that no federal dollars go toward the termination of pregnancies. 

 

Read more: http://www.vox.com/2015/9/10/9297303/planned-parenthood-government-shutdown 

Date Accessed: 11.9.2015 

 

 

Right to Work Laws Don’t Lower Private Sector Pay 
(The Heritage Foundation, September 1, 2015) 

 

Advocates for compulsory unionization in the United States have argued that right-to-work (RTW) laws reduce wages by 3 percent. 

A forthcoming Heritage Foundation Backgrounder finds instead that, when living costs are fully taken into account, private-sector 

workers in RTW states enjoy real wages equivalent to those in non-RTW states. Policymakers considering RTW legislation may do 

so confident that it will have no negative impact on private-sector wages. RTW laws do appear to slightly reduce the pay of 

government employees, easing constraints on hard-pressed state budgets. 

 

Read more: http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2015/09/right-to-work-laws-dont-lower-private-sector-pay 

Date Accessed: 11.9.2015 
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OPINIONS 
 

The Puzzle of Non-Western Democracy 
(Richard Youngs, Carnegie Europe, September 8, 2015) 

 

Calls for different models of democracy are becoming more prominent and widespread. The future of global politics will depend 

greatly on whether and how democracy can be made more effective, participative, and accountable. Many politicians, diplomats, 

and experts today argue in favor of non-Western models of democracy. Yet it remains unclear what such models should look like. It 

is more useful to think in terms of specific areas of democratic variation that can encourage democratic renewal—outside, but also 

within, the West. 

 

Read more : http://carnegieeurope.eu/2015/09/08/puzzle-of-non-western-democracy/ifiy 

Date Accessed: 11.9.2015 

 

Will Global Governments Have the Courage to Take on the 1 Percent? 
(Winnie Byanyima, The Huffington Post, September 15, 2015) 

  

Poverty is rooted in injustice. But poverty is also entrenched by the extreme inequality. The extremely wealthy have 

disproportionate influence on policies that impact us all. This corrupts our politics, and leads to poorer people being denied the 

economic opportunity to flourish in life. Money can buy impunity from justice, a pliant media, favorable laws, business advantage 

and even elections. This in turn perpetuates the policies that allow a tiny elite to accumulate ever more wealth at the expense of the 

majority. 

  

Building on the successes and learning of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the new global goals -- called the 

Sustainable Development Goals -- break fresh ground in the fight against poverty. For the first time, there is a goal specifically 

aimed at tackling income inequality. While the goal does not attempt to curb the ever-accelerating wealth of the richest elite, it is a 

significant step forward because we know that we cannot fight poverty without fighting inequality. 

  

Inequality is not inevitable. It is the direct consequence of political choices. But turning the inequality goal into a reality will require 

a fundamental change of approach on how governments take on vested interests, and how resources are shared. It is not an 

impossible dream; it is in fact a practical possibility. But it will depend on governments taking on the power of the 1% in favour of 

the interests of the most poor and most marginalized. Our leaders have set the goals, now we the people must rise to see them met. 

  

Read more: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/winnie-byanyima/will-global-governments-have-the-courage-to-take-on-the-1-

percent_b_8135776.html?utm_hp_ref=india&ir=India&adsSiteOverride=in 

Date Accessed: 16.09.2015 

 

Reform Eludes UN Security Council 
(T.P.Sreenivasan, The Hindu, September 17, 2015) 

 

The adoption by the UN General Assembly (UNGA) of a consensus resolution for beginning discussions at the Intergovernmental 

Negotiations Group (ING) on the basis of a framework document has been hailed as historic and path-breaking, but, in actual fact, 

the UN has not moved anywhere closer to an agreement on reform. The framework document adopted at the General Assembly did 

not break the impasse on reforms, but brought some clarity as to who was on which side. It also became clear that any plan to 

introduce a substantial draft resolution in the next session would be futile. 

 

Read more:http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/reform-eludes-un-security-council/article7659944.ece?homepage=true 

Date Accessed: 17.09.2015 
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Newspaper reports often appear like fragments that the reader has to put together. The reports on the ban on sale of meat during the 

Jain festival of Paryushan made me worry more about the way we read narratives than the act itself. The idea of the ban, the 

aggressive attitudes, ultimatums and closures do not resonate either with the spirit of ahimsa or with our Constitution. It is ironic 

that Jainism, which professes a philosophy of tolerance is invoked today for a politics of intolerance 
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