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Editorial 

 Dear Reader,  

 

In this edition of policy watch, two of the three lead essays focus on inequality in society and how it 

impacts lives; the third essay poses a very important question – can the judicial system intrude on 

religious customs, especially of those of the minority communities? All the three essays dwell upon 

issues of great importance.  

 

Even as we write this editorial today, 150 million workers are on strike protesting against low wages 

among other issues. While thousands in India are hungry and homeless, the number of people 

earning in millions is going up very year. As per a latest report, the number of High Net worth 

Households is increasing every year. What does this inequality mean to us as a nation? Inequality is 

reflected in access to health, nutrition and education. It also impacts gender relations. Most 

importantly, it skews the process of nation building and the meaning of development and progress. 

The essay on inequality presents the concept of inequality, level of inequality in India and its impact. 

As long as inequality persists in our society in some form or the other – poverty cannot be reduced. 

Closely connected to this is the other essay on water. Water experts have long been predicting that 

the future wars are going to be about water. According to the ‘Water Project’, children in 100 

million homes lack water. This is yet another aspect of inequality. While urban areas do have a 

greater access to water, it is urban elite which has easy access to water. The poor are more likely to 

suffer from water borne diseases , lack of sanitation and hygiene due to lack of water.  

 

Our third essay is on something that is controversial and has been in the news in the past week. The 

Jains have been protesting against ruling of the High court of Rajasthan related to their custom of 

Santhara. According to this custom, elders can chose to die by giving up on food and water. This is a 

voluntary embrace of death by withdrawing from the material world. But this custom has now got 

mired in controversy. The third article walks you through the various perspectives- that of right to 

preserve one’s culture and the legal implications of choosing death.  

 

Hope you enjoy reading these very interesting and topical essays.  

 

 

 

Dr. Sushree Panigrahi 

Fellow, RGICS  
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LEAD ESSAYS: 
 

 India’s Rising Ultra High Net-worth Households & Inequality 

 Urbanization and Water Crisis in India  

 How Should the Judiciary Intervene in Doctrinal Ways of Life? 

 

HEADLINE OF THE WEEK: 
 

 NITI Aayog to Set Up Expert Group to Draft Model Land Leasing Law 

 India's Climate Plan to Have Sectoral Goals 

 

 

SECTION 1: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT  

 

 Centre to come up With ‘Roadmap’ For Implementing Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act 

 Government Approves Pact with Seychelles to Curb Black Money 

 NGT Asks Delhi Government to Stop Unauthorized Sand Mining on Mining on Yamuna Riverbed 

 Committee on Consumption of Junk Food by Children Submits Report 

 Unique HIV/AIDS mobile application launched in India 

 Stricter Laws to Check Cow Slaughter 
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 Naxalism Will Not Exist After Couple of Years: Minister of State for Home 

 Netaji, Unreformed: The Political Vocabulary of Rape 
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 India’s Government Censorship  

 UN Court for Status Quo in Italian Marines Case 
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 India’s Rising Ultra High Net-worth Households & Inequality  
 

Introduction 

 

Unlike poverty levels which have shown declining trends over time, inequality has not demonstrated a similar tendency 

in India. In fact the problem of inequality has become an important concern throughout the world and it is now a widely 

accepted fact that robust and lasting growth requires reducing inequalities. 

 

A large section of the world’s leading economists are now of the view that addressing this one problem could have a 

significant impact on extreme poverty. A recent report by Oxfam- ‘Even It Up’ echoes that when it states ‘in India, 

millions more people could be lifted out of poverty if income inequality were reduced. If India stops inequality from 

rising, it could end extreme poverty for 90 million people by 2019.’  

 

The report indicates that income distribution within a country has a significant impact on the life chances of its people. 

Two countries might have similar average incomes, and still be far less equal, based on the other social and political 

factors. For instance, even with similar incomes, a child born in a country with poor health facilities is more likely to die 

before their fifth birthday than a child born in a country with better health facilities. 

 

Leaders around the world are debating the Sustainable Development Goals, new global goals that among other things 

hope to end extreme poverty by 2030, but unless they include a goal to tackle economic inequality the SDG cannot 

really succeed. 

 

This lead piece looks at the ‘why’ of inequality, and also focuses on two related aspects, the current levels of wealth 

concentration in India and  the distortions generated by the prevailing inequality, based on the evidence presented by 

two recent reports, the Top of the Pyramid, 2015, by Kotak Wealth Management and Even It Up, by Oxfam.  

 

Why does the issue of Inequality need attention? 

 

Prof. Joseph E. Stiglitz the Nobel Prize-winning Economist, in his recent article on ‘Fed policy, Inequality & 

Equality of Opportunity’ stated that “there should be a concern about inequality both because of how it affects 

overall economic performance and because it affects the well-being of ordinary citizens.”  
 

Here’s a quick look at how inequality impacts the most voiceless globally:  

 

Inequality is a barrier to poverty reduction: The rapid rise of extreme economic inequality is significantly hindering 

the fight against poverty. New research from Oxfam has shown that in Kenya, Indonesia and India, millions more could 

be lifted out of poverty if income inequality were reduced. The Brookings Institution has also developed scenarios that 

demonstrate how inequality is preventing poverty eradication at the global level. In a scenario where inequality is 

reduced, 463 million more people are lifted out of poverty compared with a scenario where inequality increases. 

(Oxfam, 2015) 

 

Inequality undermines economic growth that helps the many: A strong body of recent evidence shows extreme 

inequality is bad for growth. In countries with extreme economic inequality, growth does not last as long and future 

growth is undermined. IMF economists have recently documented how economic inequality helped to cause the global 

financial crisis. (Oxfam, 2015) 

 

Economic inequality compounds inequalities between women and men: One of the most pervasive forms of 

inequality is that between men and women. There is a very strong link between gender inequality and economic 

inequality. Studies show that in more economically unequal societies, fewer women complete higher education, fewer 
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 women are represented in the legislature, and the pay gap between women and men is wider. The recent rapid rise in 

economic inequality in most countries is, therefore, a serious blow to efforts to achieve gender equality. (Oxfam, 2015) 

 

Economic inequality drives inequalities in health, education and life chances: Gender, caste, race, religion, ethnicity 

and a range of the other identities that are ascribed to people from birth also play a significant role in creating the 

division between the haves and the have-nots. Economic inequality also leads to huge differences in life chances: the 

poorest people have the odds stacked against them in terms of education and life expectancy. The latest national 

Demographic and Health Surveys demonstrates how poverty interacts with economic and other inequalities to create 

‘traps of disadvantage’ that push the poorest and most marginalized people to the bottom – and keep them there. 

(Oxfam, 2015) 

 

Inequality threatens society: Homicide rates are almost four times higher in countries with extreme economic 

inequality than in more equal nations, thereby making unequal countries dangerous places to live in. Most unequal 

countries are also affected by conflict or instability. Alongside a host of political factors, Syria’s hidden instability 

before 2011 was, in part, driven by rising inequality, as falling government subsidies and reduced public sector 

employment affected some groups more than others. Further, the poorest in unequal countries are worst hit since they 

receive little protection from the police or legal systems, often live in vulnerable housing, and cannot afford to pay for 

private security measures. When disasters strike, those who lack wealth and power are worst affected and find it most 

difficult to recover. (Oxfam, 2015) 

 

Thus considering these harsh consequences, it becomes important for a country like India to focus on the problem of 

inequality, where poverty levels are still high, people from diverse cultures are living together and majority of the 

population is residing in rural areas.  

 

Ultra High Net Worth Households in India 

 

While GDP growth has shown a positive trend over the last few years, and Financial Year 2015 even recorded a GDP 

growth of 7.3% (provisional), the highest in last three years, the question that needs to be asked is - was this growth 

distributed equally across the people of the country? Rising GDP growth in itself is not a sufficient measure to evaluate 

a country’s success. What is more important is how equally this growth is distributed across the country’s households. 

 

In order to understand this it is important to understand the present levels of wealth concentration based on the evidence 

presented in the report titled Top of the Pyramid, 2015. The report highlights the presence of Ultra High Net Worth 

Households (HNH) in India, defined as households which represent a minimum net worth of Rs.250 million (Rs.25 

crore), mapped over 10 years The study by Kotak Wealth Management revealed that the sentiment of the HNH in India 

has improved significantly in the previous year, which is reflected in their spending and investments. It also revealed 

that the emergence of high growth sectors such as e-commerce and logistics has led to the creation of a new category of 

entrepreneurs who are young and ultra rich.  

 

The study estimated that the number of Ultra HNH grew to 137,100 in Financial Year 2015 (estimated) from around 

117,000 last year, a growth rate of 17% over one year and a 22% compounded growth over five years. This 

represents an accumulated networth of Rs.128 trillion, which represents 23% growth over last year’s wealth and 30% 

compounded growth over five years. 

 

The study further expects this trend to continue and number of Ultra HNH to increase to 348,000 by Financial Year 

2020 (projected), with a combined net worth of Rs.415 trillion driven by new Ultra HNH from emerging sectors such as 

e-commerce and new avenues for investments that give higher returns. The present government’s bias towards a more 

business friendly policy approach and structural changes are also likely to propel the growth of Ultra HNH. 
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 Presence of Inequality in India  

 

“To be wealthy and honoured in an unjust society is a disgrace.”-Mahatma Gandhi 

 

Historically some of the most respected political leaders of our country realized the importance of a just society, and 

focused on the idea that while growth was important for the nation, it must be underpinned by a just social order.  

 

It is therefore a matter of great of concern, and importance for us to understand the problem of rising inequality in India 

as depicted by Oxfam in one of its recent reports. 

 

Figure 1: Growth of Ultra HNH in India 

 
Source: Top of the Pyramid, 2015, Kotak Wealth Management 

 

The research by Oxfam marshals worrying evidence of rapidly growing inequality between, and within nations, which 

continues to block the chances for billions of the world’s poor people to improve their life situations. The Oxfam report 

highlighted some major inequality related distortions present in the socio-economic fabric of the country: 

 

1. A 2013 survey which was conducted in six countries, including India, showed that a majority of people believe the 

gap between the wealthiest people and the rest of society is too large. 

2. The survey also found evidence of poverty wages and lack of job security in India. Living wages are a dream for the 

vast majority of workers in the country. Further, women are at an even lower income level as compared to male 

workers; at the current rate of decline in the gender pay gap, it will take many years to make the principle of equal 

pay for equal work a reality. 

3. Significant amounts of money that could be invested in service provision that tackles inequality are being diverted 

to tax breaks and public-private partnerships (PPPs). In India, numerous private hospitals have been given tax 
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 incentives to provide free treatment to poor patients, but have failed to honour their side of the bargain. Recent and 

more detailed evidence from India has shown that among the poorest 60 percent of women, the majority turn to 

public sector facilities to give birth, while the private sector serves those in the top 40 percent. 

4. The benefits of growth have increasingly accrued to the richest members of society, pushing income inequality even 

higher (See Figure 2). The number of India’s billionaires increased from just two in the 1990s, to 65 in early 2014.  

5. The presence of caste system in India, which is compounded by economic inequality, has made social mobility for 

women and marginalized ethnic groups virtually impossible. 

6. Government spending on military is much higher than the government spending on health even in India. 

 

In addition to these, there are some other concerns raised by Prof Stiglitz. According to him, “inequality is the result of 

a whole gamut of government rules, regulations and laws and the entire legal framework. It covers tax and other 

government policy. And sometimes such policy may lead to more inequality.” Like in the case of intellectual property 

rights where India received admiration around the world for its legal framework that gave the generic drugs industry 

access to affordable medicine, he said if such laws are reversed by the present government, then the consequent rise in 

the price of life-saving drug will lead to the worst case of inequality in India since there would be less money in the 

hands of the poor. (Economic Times, 2015) 

 

Figure 2: Distribution of national income between the richest 10 percent and poorest 40 percent in India 

 
Source: Even It Up, Oxfam 

 

Key Aspects of Inequality in India 

Rising inequality is also borne out by government findings, for example,  the National Sample Survey Organization 

(NSSO) reports that while a majority of Indians live on less than a dollar a day (at nominal exchange rates), the country 

boasts a significant number of billionaires on Forbes’ 2015 list. 

 

The NSSO conducts a survey to collect data on household consumption (not income) every five years. In the 1980s, 

inequality among households measured in terms of consumption expenditure remained more or less the 

same. Meanwhile, the gap between expenditure in urban and rural areas widened, but rural areas themselves 

experienced a sharp decline in inequality due to proactive government interventions in the form of welfare programs 

and agricultural worker mobilizations for higher wages. During this period, overall inequality across the country 

remained roughly unchanged (Aljazeera America, 2015). 

 

In the 1990s, the situation changed dramatically: Inequality rose substantially, with the Gini coefficient — a ratio that 

measures the gap between the richest and poorest citizens — jumping from 32.6 percent in 1993-94 to 37 percent in 

2009-10. Inequality during the period showed a rising trend particularly in urban areas, thereby widened the urban – 

rural gap too. However, inequality in the rural area remained relatively stable. This stability to an extent can be 
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 attributed to the rural welfare programmes such as the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 

(MGNREGS) launched in 2004, that guaranteed 100 days of employment at a minimum wage to rural residents and 

programs that aimed at improving institutional credit to farmers. Such measures were targeted towards 

reducing heightened rural distress, a spate of farmer suicides and resultant protests and demonstrations organized 

by farming communities across the country. The role of MGNREGA in reducing inequality has also been recognized in 

an OECD study that stated, “India has one of the largest public works programme in the world in terms of coverage - 

the National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (NREGA) - which plays an important role in reducing short-term 

poverty and smooth employment and income throughout the year for rural labourers.” (Economic Times, 2015). 

 

The data presented in all these reports clearly indicates that inequality is increasing sharply across the country. The 

famous economist, Prof. Thomas Piketty also made an alarming comment in the context of rising inequality - “phase of 

extreme inequality will also come to India in some time as growth rate diminishes, making return on capital, most of it 

inherited, higher.” (Business Today, 2014) 

 

Harsh Mander, Director, Centre for Equity Studies believes that market fundamentalism requires reduced government 

intervention and further freeing up markets, and opposes public investment in education, nutrition & health and 

progressive taxation, demands dilution of labor protection and acquisition of people’s land and forests, all of which 

fuels inequality. (The Hindu, 2015) 

 

Conclusion 

Though India has the lowest income gap amongst the BRICS nations, the above mentioned reports indicate that the 

problem of inequality has continued to rise over time in India and might increase further as red-flagged by Prof. Piketty. 

Further, since the majority of our population resides in rural areas, the widening of the urban-rural gap also needs 

immediate attention. In such a scenario, a country like India needs policies that favour the rural population as well as the 

workers in urban informal sectors both in productive and welfare oriented terms. Pure market oriented and business 

friendly approaches, as seem to be the present government’s policy orientation, may lead to higher GDP growth, but 

might effectively lead to unequal growth of the country. Dramatic reductions in public investment in the social sector, 

weakening of labor protection and the controversial Land Acquisition law have marked the first year of present 

government and if they are indicators of the future policy orientation of the current dispensation then the objective of 

equal growth might just remain an objective on paper. 

 

Further, as highlighted by the Oxfam research, the rising levels of inequality might hurt the entire country and not just 

those at the bottom of the pyramid. It might undermine India’s economic growth as inequalities can contribute to 

financial crisis’s, threaten society by making it an insecure place to live in and might further widen the gender 

inequality gap.  Thus there is a need for India's public discourse to debate this issue of inequality more than we have 

done so far. 

 

In the words of Louis D. Brandeis, Former Supreme Court Justice, USA, “We can have democracy in this country, or 

we can have great wealth concentrated in the hands of a few, but we can’t have both.” 

 

In order to have democracy in a real sense in any country, be it the United States of America or India, we need to create 

a just society, that is equal - socially, economically and politically - for all its people.  

 

 

 

Prepared by:  

Shruti Issar 
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 Urbanization and Water Crisis in India 
 

The continuous depletion of natural water resources and increasing demand for water is a global problem. A recent 

report of UNESCO on global water crisis says, “Global water demand is largely influenced by population growth, 

urbanization, food and energy security policies, and macro-economic processes such as trade globalization and 

changing consumption patterns.” According to the report, by the year 2030, the world is projected to face a 40% global 

water deficit. Media has been reporting cases of community level conflict due to water shortage. In last few years, the 

media has been reporting local level cases of conflicts turning into serious violence in several Indian metro cities. The 

UN report believes that such localized conflict will increase in future because of acute shortage of water. The report 

reads, “Competition for water between water ‘uses’ and water ‘users’ increases the risk of localized conflicts 

(UNESCO, 2015).” 

 

The sections of population most effected by water shortage are the poor and marginalized city dwellers across the globe. 

The local governments have been giving preferences to rich and well off households when it comes to distribution of the 

very basic commodity such as water. The 30% of total global city dwellers live in slums and suffer from this unequal 

distribution of water resources. India too has similar water problems. The present article attempts to map India’s water 

resources, its distribution and upcoming crisis.  

 

Urban Water Situation in India 

 

India has more than 18 per cent of the world’s population but has access to only 4 per cent of world’s renewable water 

resources. According to the Central Water Commission (CWC), the current available resources in India have the 

potential to provide 1869 Billion Cubic Meter (BCM) water annually. However, due to geographical constraints only 

1121 BCM water can be accessed. Out of total utilizable water, around 62 per cent is in the form of surface water and 

rest 38 per cent is in the form of ground water. Despite a limited availability of ground water, data shows that India has 

been heavily extracting ground water especially for irrigation and domestic use. Western and Southern parts of India are 

currently facing huge problems due to over exploitation of ground water. Data shows that the usable water potential is 

decreasing but the demand is on rise. With a rapid growth of industrial development and urbanization, India will need 

more water in future, than what it uses today. The National Water Policy, 2012 launched by UPA government has 

acknowledged that the rapid economic growth, population growth, urbanization and changing lifestyle are together 

posing serious challenges to water scarcity.  

 

The data shows that the future is scary, but the current water situation in urban India is not a rosy picture either. Meeting 

the current water demand of existing urban population is a challenge. According to a report published in Times of India 

in 2013, the then Union Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented a report in Loksabha saying that 22 out 

of 32 big cities of India are facing water crisis (Dash, 2013).  According to the report the crisis is acute in cities like 

Jamshedpur, Kanpur, Asansol, Dhanbad, Meerut, Faridabad, Visakhapatnam, Madurai and Hyderabad where supply 

fails to meet almost 30% of the demand. The leading industrial city of India, Jamshedpur is worst hit, “where the gap 

between demand and supply is yawning 70%.” Even in the case of most important cities like Delhi and Mumbai, there 

is huge gap between demand and supply of water. Both of the cities have highest water demand among all cities but the 

shortfall in supply against demand of water in Delhi and Mumbai is as high as 24% and 17% respectively. With this 

huge miss-match between demand and supply of water, many of these cities are not able to meet recommended 

quantities (135 Liters Per Capita Daily) of water supply.   

 

According to the 2011 census data, urban India constitutes more than 31 per cent of total population. The last decade 

(2001 and 2011) observed an increase of 91 million people in urban India. According to Census report, the spurt in 

growth of urban population in this decade has been observed mainly because of migration and inclusion of rural parts 

under urban areas (Census, 2011). Data shows that there is a mismatch between speed of urbanization and growth of 

urban water supply. This decade has witnessed massive urbanization however the accessibility to safe drinking water 

remains poor in urban areas. The accessibility of tap water for urban households has marginally increased from 68.7 per 
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 cent in 2001 to 70.6 percent in 2011. Today, around 30 per cent of urban households do not have access to tap water.  

Even among these 70.6 percent urban households having access to tap water, 8.6 per cent are forced to use untreated tap 

water. It means the safe drinking tap water is available to only 62 per cent of urban households (Census, 2011).  

 

Urban Poor and their water share 

 

The available data on accessibility to safe drinking water reveals that the situation in cities is better as compared to the 

rural parts of India. In cities, more people have access to safe tap water compared to their rural counterparts. Though 

most of these cities are dependent on water sources outside their boundaries but, there has been comparatively higher 

investment in past to supply water to residents of cities. The tap water provided by the government is subsidized, so it 

would seem that the city dwellers are benefiting most from the subsidy provided on water. A study on domestic water 

availability and consumption pattern in seven big cities conducted by Abdual Shaban of Tata Institute of Social Science 

(TISS) in 2008 reveals some grey areas of water accessibility in Indian cities. The study reveals that only 14.3 per cent 

households of seven cities including Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Kanpur, Ahmadabad and Madurai have 

access to recommended quantities of water (135 Litres per capita daily) (Shaban, 2008). More than 85 per cent 

households of these cities have to manage with very little water. Another study on average water availability in five big 

cities reported in Live Mint reveals that the cities like Mumbai, Delhi and Kolkata on an average have water more than 

recommended quantity of 135 LPCD (Singh, 2015). However, it is ironical that when it comes to actual distribution, it 

is the upper class which is  enjoying subsidized water provided by governments in cities.  

 

The study of seven big cities conducted by Abdual Shaban in 2008 reveals the inequitable distribution of urban drinking 

water. More than 90 per cent of slum dwellers in these cities have access to less than recommended water quantity. 

Moreover, the households in higher income groups and living in well planned buildings have better access to adequate 

drinking water. The table below describes it in detail.  

 

Area and Consumption Category wise distribution of Households in seven cities (figures in %) 
(Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Kanpur, Ahmadabad and Madurai) 

 

Litres/capita/day 

(LPCD) 

High Income 

group area with 

well planned 

buildings 

Middle Income 

group area with 

well planned 

buildings 

Low Income 

group area with 

well planned 

buildings 

Slum Area 

Below 135 LPCD 76.6 84.6 89.0 90.4 

Above 135 LPCD 23.4 15.4 11.0 9.6 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Source: Compiled from Abdul Shaban’s study paper 

 

Deprived from drinking water, poor people in many cities have to buy water from private agencies and water tankers 

operated by mafias at a steep price. An article in Livemint by Mr. Prabhat Singh,  reveals that the non-slum areas of the 

Mumbai get 4 to 5 times more water supply than the slum areas. The local water governance has deprived Mumbai 

slums from access to drinking water, where more than half of Mumbai’s residents live.  
 

Water Scare and Urbanization in India:  

  

In last one decade the process of urbanization in India has shown a higher jump. It is expected that the speed of 

urbanization in India will further increase. According to an estimate, the current urban population of India will jump 

from 377 million in 2011 to 840 million in 2050. As per this estimate, the share of urban population will increase from 

30% in 2011 to 50% in 2050 (Singh, 2015). The estimated urbanization is bound to accelerate the process of 

industrialization and economic growth. In order to achieve this, water is an important component. Thus, demand for 

water in urban areas will increase with the growth of each of these sectors. The following table shows that the demand 
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 for water will increase in sectors such as domestic consumption, industry and energy. By the year 2050, water demand 

for industry sector will increase by 238% and by 2900% for energy production sector. 

 

Sector wise Water Demand Estimates 

 

Sector 2000 2025 2050 

Domestic 6.6 6.7 7.0 

Irrigation 85.3 83.3 74.1 

Industry 1.3 2.1 4.4 

Energy 0.3 1.4 9.0 

Other 6.5 6.6 5.5 
Source: Singh Prabhat, 2015, Livemint 

 

It is evident that as there is more industrialization accompanied by mechanization and urbanization water consumption 

will be on the increase. But, then the question arises that, are we in the position to meet upcoming heavy demand of 

water? Data reveals that even today we are not able to meet the current water demand for various reasons. In the 

absence of effective implementation of law and policies, we have allowed excessive exploitation of ground water. 

According to a study conducted by ‘Everything on Water’ (EA), a leading consulting firm reported by NDTV, 

preventing India from water scare country is a big challenge. The study report reads, “Nearly 70 per cent of country's 

irrigation and 80 per cent of domestic water use comes from groundwater, which is rapidly getting depleted”(NDTV, 

2015). Our water sources are shrinking and we are moving towards water scarcity. Responding to a question on water 

scarcity in Loksabha, the Minister of water resources Mr. Sanwar Lal Jat said that India is set to become water scare 

country by the year 2025 (Loksabha, 2015).  

 

These findings are of serious concern; the Integrated Water Resources Development (NCIWRD) estimated in 1999 that 

annual water requirement in 2050 would be more than available water potential of India. According to the estimate, 

water demand would be 1180 BCM in 2050 as against total of 1123 BCM water available in India (Loksabha, 2015). 

However, the current study of EA indicates that the unregulated development and environmental destruction in last few 

decades have expedited water scared situation. Now India is set to be water scarce country in 2025 as against 2050 

(estimated around 15 years ago). The future projection of progress and growth of India through urbanization and 

industrialization may be hampered by water scarcity. Even after this, water is not a priority in the current development 

agenda such as ‘Make in India’ and Smart City mission.  

 

The NDA government’s concept of ‘smart city’ does talk about adequate supply of water in cities but it has no vision 

for harvesting, conservation and sustainable use of water resources. The ‘Smart City’ mission of NDA government 

intends to transform 100 cities in next five years by introducing and implementing ‘smart solutions’ to urban problems. 

In order to ensure adequate supply of water in smart cities, the government has proposed three broad smart solutions 

namely- Smart meters and management, leakage identification and preventive maintenance and water quality 

monitoring (MUD, 2015). Proposed solutions are nowhere addressing fundamental issues of depleting ground and 

surface water resources. The Smart City mission aims to develop social, economical and infrastructural capacity of 100 

cities to meet the requirements of rapid growth of urbanization in India. This transformation process will require large-

scale construction, production and industrialization. The mission document fails to explain how it is going to supply 

water demand for this transformation process in these cities, as most of these cities are currently facing problems of 

water scarcity.  It seems that the current approach of urbanization has undermined the foundation of civilization- water.  
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 Conclusion:  

 

Studies on the issue of water resources have revealed that the unplanned and anti-environmental development in past 

has created a crisis. Urbanization has been playing an important role in social and economical mobility of the masses. 

However, the urbanization and allied developments such as industrialization are responsible for this environmental 

degradation and water crisis. Unfortunately, even after all the data available and current crisis; water has not received 

the required attention in current development agenda. There are enough evidences to show that the poor urban dwellers 

are suffering most from current shortage of water. The water governance system in cities has deprived the poor from 

access to water for domestic use. The new policies of urbanization such as ‘Smart City’ mission are expected to result 

into further deprivation of the poor and middle class in cities. Smart City mission will accelerate the process of 

urbanization but it has no solution to meet upcoming heavy demand for water. It is high time to revisit our development 

agenda and find out its environmental cost, which will ultimately affect human kind.  

 

 

 

Prepared by: 

Jeet Singh 
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 How Should the Judiciary Intervene in Doctrinal Ways of Life? 
 

Santhara or Sallekhana is a religious practice of the Jain community in which a believer stops consuming food and 

water with the intention of preparing for death. It is seen as the ultimate way to cleanse the human soul of all sins and 

karma and liberate it from the cycle of birth, death and rebirth.  

 

According to Jain scriptures, in order to take up Santhara, a Jain requires the permission of the dharma guru or the 

religious head. According to the scriptures, there are certain signs according to which the dharma guru can identify a 

person who qualifies for Santhara: blackening of tongue and nails, darkening of earlobes, when a person cannot see 

beyond his chest. The family of the person should back this decision. Permission is not easily given to everyone. A 

person has to be willing to relinquish food and drink voluntarily with the intention of cleansing oneself (Pawar, 2015). 

However, there is no evidence to show that Jain stravaks always approach a guru before choosing Santhara. 

(Hattangadi, 2010).  

 

There are some who question whether Santhara is a willingly chosen act in itself. Arguing that Santhara is a social evil 

that should be considered “suicide” under Indian law, human rights activist Nikhil Soni filed a writ petition in a high 

court in Rajasthan against the practice. He filed the petition after one Bimla Devi from his village in Churu district, 

Rajasthan, was as he points out, coerced into Santhara by her family when diagnosed with terminal cancer (Pawar, 

2015). The petition he filed consequently argued that it is generally old people who resort to Santhara, often at the 

behest of their families who do not want to support them anymore. Permitting Santhara, according to the petition 

amounts to allowing an elderly person to inhumanly suffer without medical assistance, food and water.  

 

The petition also argued that there are parallels between Santhara and Sati. Most of the Santhara volunteers are women, 

largely elderly widows. Their decision might not be very “voluntary” and they often have to face the threat of being 

socially ostracized if they reconsider it (Hattangadi, 2015). Such a practice had no place in a “modern” society, 

especially in a constitutional democracy in India where it goes against the basic right to life. If Euthanasia is not easily 

permitted in the country, neither must a supposedly voluntary embrace of death like Santhara  (Biswas, 2015).  

 

Accepting the arguments of the petition after nine years this August, a High Court in Rajasthan ruled that authorities 

must treat Santhara as attempted suicide and its abetment. The Court has asked the state to “stop and abolish” the 

practice of Santhara or Sallekhana in the Jain religion, taking any case of its practice as a criminal case under Section 

309 (attempt to commit suicide) and Section 306 (abetment of suicide) under the Indian Penal Code. The ruling states 

that no religious practice, whether essential or non-essential, or voluntary, can permit taking one’s own life.  

 

The argument of the petitioners and the court may seem straightforward for anyone who is unaware of the ways of life 

of the Jain community. However, members of the Jain community, many among them being prominent high court 

judges and professors of constitutional law, have severely opposed the judgment. It is estimated that close to 300 Jains 

embrace death through Santhara annually across India. These deaths are celebrated publicly by the community and are a 

matter of pride and prestige for the family members of the believer choosing Santhara (Biswas, 2015). What are the 

arguments they are making against this judgment?  

 

The practitioners of the Jain religion have developed a fairly interesting set of arguments of the manner in which they 

understand and endorse the various tenets of the Indian Constitution given their own doctrinal way of life. They argue 

that the right to life as centred in earthly existence is not just the beginning and end of all existence in the way the Jains 

consider it. Rather, material existence is inherently painful and flawed in nature. Unlike other doctrines like Christianity 

that view the human body as a god-given temple of the human soul, the will and plan for which is determined by god, a 

Jain views the body as a prison for the human soul. Fulfilling its needs amounts to the accumulation of bad karma 

(Hattangadi, 2015). Therefore, refraining from eating or drinking is not considered a disruption from one’s natural 

routine. Rather, Santhara is considered a high-point for ascetics among Jain traditions that have at its core austerity and 

self-denial, practices derived from the ideal of non-violence or ahimsa, the fundamental tenet of Jainism (Dalrymple, 
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 2009).The right to life, therefore, in the way the Jains understand it, has to be accompanied by a corresponding right to 

death, if is to truly understand and fulfil the meaning of life  (Hattangadi, 2015).  

 

They distinguish this understanding of death, as superceding life, as different from suicide. While both acts culminate in 

the self-extinguishment of human life, the motivations behind the two acts are vastly different. Suicide is an outcome of 

despair and hence considered a cowardly act of sin. Santhara is not done out of despair, but to explore new possibilities 

through the triumph of death. Santhara or sallekhana is a voluntary act of rational thinking that marks the beginning of a 

journey of understanding of this flawed material existence. It is an act of letting go, of renunciation that requires deep 

courage. This act can come only after a calm introspection of the requirements for attainment of the highest state of 

transcendental well-being, or in other words, attaining moksha. 

 

Jain saints of the Swetambar sect including Pramansagar ji Maharaj, Tarun Sagarji Maharaj and Acharya Dr. Lokesh 

Munisagar argued that the judgment was given without understanding the principles of Jain religion (Sharma, 2015). 

The Tirthankaras that the Jains worship, including the last Tirthankar, Mahavir Jain, is said to have left his body through 

Santhara. While many defend the idea that Santhara is not similar to the idea of suicide in theory, however, when it 

comes to the way it is practices today, some monks like Vimal Sagarki Maharasaheb point out that the difference is for 

the person embracing Santhara to decide for himself (Hattangadi, 2010). But even in such cases, others argue that 

Santhara is not individually mediated. Shugu C Jain, Director of the International School for Jain Studies even tries to 

draw a parallel between the act of approaching a Guru within the Jain community in order to gain permission for 

Santhara and the Supreme Court procedural guidelines for applying for Euthanasia through a two-judge bench and a 

panel of three doctors (Choksi, 2013). 

 

Analysts see this debate as a clash between doctrinal or religious ways of life with secular law. In other cases where 

such a clash has happened, the Judiciary has argued that citizens with a distinct culture have the right to conserve the 

same under Article 29 of the Indian Constitution. Articles 25 and 26 also allows followers of all faiths to freely profess 

practice and propagate their religion. If one were to interpret these provisions literally, it would imply that Jains should 

be allowed to practice Santhara based on their fundamental right. However, no other clash between religious laws and 

secular laws has been on the question of death. Moreover, the reformist Indian State has encroached on religious norms 

several times to ban or change various religious practices. Would banning untouchability have been easy if it was 

upheld as a religious practice under Article 25? Similarly, should voluntarily embracing death be accepted if it is akin to 

suicide, whatever those in favour of Santhara might say?  

 

This is where a more subtle argument of the source of justification of the reformist Judiciary comes in. The Judiciary 

has sought to make this reformist intervention viewing Santhara as a criminal act according to a Penal Code that was 

formed during the colonial era. This Penal code was drafted in the 1860s by Lord Macaulay, who viewed the Indian 

Penal Code (IPC) as foundational to the “civilizing mission” of the empire. The IPC was formulated according to 

Christian values, reflecting Macaulay’s own convictions about the truth and right, versus evil and wrong (Hattangadi, 

Are religious fasts-unto-death suicide?, 2010). Christian beliefs denounce any act of voluntary embrace of death as 

antithetical to the moral and ethical principles espoused by Christianity. Theological ideas like Santhara coming from 

the theory of karma, central to many non-semitic religions in the Eastern part of the world get sidelined because of the 

dominance of Christian ideas of the truth in the law (Ibid).  

 

Many, therefore, view the source of this controversy as a conflict between India’s colonial era criminal laws and its 

faith-based society. By interpreting the act of Santhara as a simplistic act of suicide, the court has not just effected an 

absolute rejection of Jain philosophy that underlies Santhara, but also sought to impose a notion of truth on all Jains in 

this country that is derived from another doctrine alien to their tradition. This imposition has been done by uncritically 

accepting the norms proposed by the IPC as “modern” and “rationalist” and rejecting the justifications of the Jain 

community for Santhara as being irrational. Given that the act of Santhara does not cause any harm to others, the 

Judiciary does not have to determine the meaning of the act for a believer. There are some who argue that the Jain 

community ought to proceed from this judgment by having a more serious conversation over how Santhara should be 
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 permitted. However, the state cannot be expounding on death alone. “It cannot colonize the ways in which death can be 

interpreted” (Mehta, 2015).  

 

As this piece is going to print, the Supreme Court has placed a stay order on the Rajasthan High Court’s judgment to 

treat Santhara as suicide, and therefore, illegal. This stay order is based on a petition by Akhil Bharat Varshiya 

Digambar Jain Parishad challenging the High Court’s order arguing that it impeded upon religious freedom as 

guaranteed by the constitution.  

 

 

 

Prepared by: 

Shaunna Rodrigues  
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 NITI Aayog to set up expert group to draft model land leasing law 

(Indian Awaaz, August 25, 2015) 

 

NITI Aayog will soon set up Expert Committee to prepare a model land leasing law which can be adopted by states as per their 

local needs. The decision was taken at a meeting of Chief Secretaries and Principal Secretaries of Revenue and Land, which was 

chaired by Vice-Chairman of NITI Aayog Arvind Panagariya. Transparency of land leasing law, updating land records etc .The 

representatives of the states agreed that land leasing, updating of land records and land titling would be win-win steps for all 

affected parties and expressed keen interest in making progress on them in the months to come.  

 

Read more: http://theindianawaaz.com/business-awaaz/niti-aayog-to-set-up-expert-group-to-draft-model-land-leasing-law/ 

Date Accessed: 25.08.2015 

 

 

India's Climate Plan to Have Sectoral Goals 
(Anubhuti Vishnoi, ET Bureau, August 25, 2015) 

 

India's climate action plan ahead of the United Nations' Paris summit in December will come with sector-specific emphasis on 

emission reduction. The Union environment ministry has held at least five rounds of meetings with key infrastructure ministries to 

help clarify the definition, scope and approach for preparing India's Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs) to be 

submitted to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

 

Read more:  http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/united-nations-paris-summit-indias-climate-plan-to-

have-sectoral-goals/articleshow/48660566.cms 

Date Accessed: 25.08.2015 
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Table 1: General Inflation Rates in Indian States: July 2015 (%)  

States Rural Urban General 

All India 5.00 3.51 4.16 

Northern Region    

Jammu & Kashmir 8.27 2.44 5.88 

Himachal Pradesh 10.18 2.87 8.28 

Punjab 7.21 5.35 6.23 

Chandigarh 14.61 -1.22 0.29 

Uttarakhand 4.62 3.67 3.94 

Haryana 5.50 5.16 4.99 

Delhi 6.68 5.02 5.89 

Uttar Pradesh 3.61 3.16 3.15 

Western Region    

Rajasthan 5.28 6.14 5.37 

Gujarat 3.44 4.15 3.86 

Maharashtra 6.25 3.09 4.28 

Goa 8.03 6.88 6.73 

Lakshadweep 12.72 5.14 8.87 

Daman & Diu 20.25 8.88 15.23 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli 19.08 5.25 12.95 

Central Region    

Madhya Pradesh 4.17 4.96 4.38 

Chattishgarh 9.28 2.70 6.34 

Southern Region    

Andhra Pradesh 8.63 4.05 6.61 

Karnakata 7.17 2.47 4.75 

Kerala 4.67 1.09 3.17 

Tamil Nadu 3.98 3.57 3.89 

Puducherry 14.49 7.83 10.02 

Andaman & Nicobar 

Island 
12.87 2.87 7.74 

Northeastern Region    

Arunachal Pradesh 5.22   

Assam 3.87 2.88 3.11 

Manipur 20.85 5.71 14.99 

Meghalaya -3.51 6.89 -2.17 

Mizoram 7.31 3.33 4.67 

Nagaland 10.66 5.41 8.19 

Tripura 6.96 4.52 5.83 

Sikkim 10.24 1.22 8.71 

Eastern Region    

Bihar 4.42 2.50 3.61 

Jharkhand 5.77 2.45 4.18 

West Bengal 0.09 2.69 1.08 

Odisha 6.94 1.24 4.96 

 Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index (CPI) data of MOSPI.  

 There is one month time lag in CPI data (From the month February 2015 onwards the New Series is introduced with base 2012=100) 

provided by MOSPI, Government of India.  

 The 2014 July data at state-level with base 2010 is here converted to new base 2012 with linking factors of MOSPI 1.22, 1.20 and 1.21 

for rural, urban and combined respectively. 
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Centre to come up With ‘Roadmap’ For Implementing Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation 

Act 
(The Economic Times, August 25, 2015) 

  

The Centre today said a "roadmap" for implementing key provisions of the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act would be prepared 

and a final view on granting special status to the state would be taken "reconciling" with the Finance Commission's 

recommendations. Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said that NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Arvind Panagariya has been asked to discuss 

with the state government implementation of Sections 46, 90 and 94 of the Act related to Polavaram Irrigation Project, Finance 

Commission's award and fiscal measures. 

 

Read more: http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/centre-to-come-up-with-roadmap-for-implementing-

andhra-pradesh-reorganisation-act/articleshow/48667199.cms 

Date accessed: 25.08.15 

 

Government Approves Pact with Seychelles to Curb Black Money 
(PTI, August 21, 2015) 

 

On August 20
th

,2015  approved signing and ratification of the agreement between India and Seychelles for exchange of 

information with respect to taxes.   The agreement will stimulate the information exchange between India and Seychelles for tax 

purposes, which will help curb tax evasion and avoidance and also check black money generation. 

 

Read more: http://www.businessworld.in/economy-india-policy/govt-approves-pact-seychelles-curb-black-

money#sthash.yHCx0G8v.dpbs 

Date Accessed: 25.08.2015 

 

NGT Asks Delhi Government to Stop Unauthorized Sand Mining on Mining on 

Yamuna Riverbed 
(Indian Awaaz, August 25, 2015) 

 

The National Green Tribunal has asked Delhi Government to stop unauthorized sand mining on the Yamuna riverbed. The tribunal 

came down heavily on the Delhi government for permitting sand mining in the name of dredging and directed the concerned 

authorities to stop illegal mining on the Yamuna river bed and its surrounding areas. 

 

Read more:  http://theindianawaaz.com/ncr-delhi/ngt-asks-to-delhi-govt-to-stop-unauthorised-sand-mining-on-yamuna-riverbed/ 

Date Accessed: 25.08.2015 

 

Committee on Consumption of Junk Food by Children Submits Report 
(Prepsure, August 21, 2015) 

 

The committee set up by Ministry of Women and Child Development to prepare a report on the growing issues of obesity in 

children and its relation with junk food has submitted its report on August 20, 2015. According to the report, it recommended that 

Junk food should be clearly defined. It also suggested that the food falling under such a definition of Junk food should be banned 

from school canteens and from the shops and restaurant selling food within the 200 metres of a school premise. Till now there is no 

particular definition of junk food under the Food Safety and Standards (FSS) Act, 2006 though the guidelines to provide 

wholesome, nutritious, safe and hygienic food to the school children are framed by Central Advisory Committee, FSSAI. 

 

Read more: http://www.prepsure.com/news/current-affairs-2015-the-committee-set-up-by-ministry-of-women-and-child-

development-recommended-to-define-junk-food/ 

Date Accessed: 24.8.2015 
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Unique HIV/AIDS mobile application launched in India 
(The Pharmabiz, August 20, 2015) 

 

The ministry of health and family welfare in collaboration with AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF), department of 

telecommunications and National AIDS Control Organisation announced the launch of a new mobile application on HIV/AIDS 

today. This mobile application will provide complete information on HIV, increase awareness and risk perception as well as prompt 

users to access HIV testing from the nearest centre free of cost. Ensuring confidentiality, with bi-lingual facility and easy 

compatibility, it is expected to reach more than 11 crore people across urban and rural settings. 

 

Read more:  http://www.pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=90121&sid=2 

Date Accessed: 20.8.2015 

 

Stricter Laws to Check Cow Slaughter 
(The New Indian Express, August 24, 2015) 

 

The government is trying to discourage cow slaughter by planning to eliminate subsidy to beef exporters, which was introduced by 

the previous UPA Government while the Ministry of Agriculture is focusing on its urine and the Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare – especially the Department of Ayush (Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy)- is emphasizing 

on ‘panchgavya’, a collective name for five products obtained from cows. Cows will be given “Special Identification Tags” with 

identification numbers and provide them with benefits of health schemes.  

 

Read more: http://www.newindianexpress.com/thesundaystandard/Stricter-Laws-to-Check-Cow-

Slaughter/2015/08/23/article2988144.ece 

Date Accessed: 24.0.2015 

 

 

 

http://www.pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=90121&sid=2
http://www.pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=90121&sid=2
http://www.newindianexpress.com/thesundaystandard/Stricter-Laws-to-Check-Cow-Slaughter/2015/08/23/article2988144.ece
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Naxalism Will Not Exist After Couple of Years: Minister of State for Home 
(The Statesman, August 25, 2015) 

  

The Centre has adopted a multi -pronged strategy to tackle Naxalism, which may not exist after a couple of years, Union Minister of 

State for Home Haribhai Choudhary said on Monday. "In the last three years, there is an overall 30 per cent decline (in Naxal-

related incidents). From 108 districts (affected by Maoist insurgency), it is limited to 10-15 districts. I would like to assure you that 

in the next one or two years, there will be no Naxalism in the country," he told reporters here. Choudhary, however, hastened to add 

that no time-frame can be given to get rid of Naxalism, but it would be fully controlled once the process begins. 

 

Read More: http://www.thestatesman.com/news/india/naxalism-will-not-exist-after-couple-of-years-mos-home/84956.html 

Date Accessed: 25.08.2015 

 

  

Netaji, Unreformed: The Political Vocabulary of Rape 
(Pratiksha Baxi, The Indian Express, August 26, 2015) 

 

The vocabulary surrounding rape among the political class in India is still violently permissive of rape culture. This is because there 

is a foundational lack of political will to acknowledge rape as an act of war against women. Public reason ought to recognize 

speeches which blame women for rape as a form of hate speech against women. 

 

Read More: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/netaji-unreformed/ 

Accessed on August 26
th

 2015 
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India’s Government Censorship 
(The Editorial Board, The New York Times, August 17, 2015) 

 

While Prime Minister Modi speaks about India’s vibrant democracy abroad, editorial boards of leading foreign newspapers are 

criticising the Indian Government for restricting freedom of expression at home. This criticism is based on the Government’s move 

to ban pornography sites and revoke licences of Indian television networks. 

 

Read More: 

http://mobile.nytimes.com/2015/08/18/opinion/indias-government-censorship.html?smid=nytcore-ipad-share&smprod=nytcore-

ipad&_r=0&referrer 

Accessed on August 24, 2015 
 

UN Court for Status Quo in Italian Marines Case  
(Vijaita Singh, The Hindu, August 25, 2015) 

 

The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) has put a “status quo” in the Italian marines case and asked both India 

and Italy to “suspend” all court proceedings and refrain from initiating new ones that might “aggravate or extend” the dispute that 

triggered a diplomatic row. Hearing Italy’s appeal, ITLOS president Vladimir Golitsyn asked the two countries to submit the initial 

report on the entire incident by September 24. 

 

Read more: http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/italian-marines-case-itlos-puts-status-quo/article7575192.ece?homepage=true 

Date Accessed: 25.08.2015 

 

China’s Loss Can Be India’s Gain 
(The Daily Pioneer, August 25, 2015) 

 

There is a great opportunity for India during this slowdown of the Chinese Economy but action by the Government, particularly on 

the legislative front, will be required to leverage it. India has every reason to become the world’s third-largest economy in the next 

decade. As such, India has the potential to become a massive market for goods and services, and large companies that have invested 

heavily in China over the past three decades could well switch some investments over to India. 

 

Read more: http://www.dailypioneer.com/columnists/oped/chinas-loss-can-be-indias-gain.html 

Date Accessed: 26.8.2015 

 

UN Security Council Holds First Meeting on LGBT Rights 
(Al Jazeera, August 24, 2015) 

 

The United Nations Security Council has discussed attacks by the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) on sexual minorities, 

in the first meeting by the organisation to be focused on gay rights. The United States ambassador to the UN, Samantha Power, told 

reporters on Monday that "it's about time, 70 years after the creation of the UN, that the fate of LGBT persons who fear for their 

lives around the world is taking centre stage. This represents a small but historic step." The US and Chile hosted the meeting which 

was open to all member states interested in the plight of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people persecuted by the armed 

group. 

  

Read More: http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/07/sweden-farright-plans-gay-pride-muslim-area-lgbt-150728180328656.html 

Date Accessed: 25.08.2015 

 

India will Pay Greater Attention to West Asia, North Africa: Sushma Swaraj 
(India, August 24, 2015) 

  

On her first trip to Egypt, External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj has said West Asia and North Africa are growing in significance 

for India’s national interests and the country will pay greater attention to the region by seeking closer cooperation and stronger 

partnership. 
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Wooing the diaspora for greater investment in India, she said the India Business Forum (IBF) has been created as a platform to 

promote Brand India and leverage the business interests of all Indian companies here. 

  

Read more: http://www.india.com/news/india/india-will-pay-greater-attention-to-west-asia-north-africa-sushma-swaraj-517884/ 

Date accessed: 25.08.15 

 

North and South Korea Reach Agreement to Ease Tensions 
(Ju-Min Park and Tony Munroe, Reuters, August 25, 2015) 

  
North and South Korea agreed early on Tuesday to end a military standoff that sparked an exchange of artillery fire and had 

ratcheted up tension on one of the world's most heavily-fortified borders. Under an accord reached in the early hours, following 

more than two days of talks, North Korea expressed regret over the recent wounding of South Korean soldiers in landmine blasts 

and Seoul agreed to halt anti-Pyongyang propaganda broadcasts. North Korea also agreed to end the "semi" state of war it had 

declared. The two sides will hold follow-up talks to discuss a range of issues on improving ties, the joint statement said. 

  

Read More: http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/08/25/northkorea-southkorea-agreement-idUSKCN0QT1ZL20150825 

Date Accessed: 25.08.2015 

  

Letter from Europe: The Grave Humanitarian Crisis of Our Times 
(Governance Now, August 25, 2015) 

 

Europe is in the throes of one of the worst humanitarian crises. But the 28-nation powerful bloc has managed only a faltering and 

blinkered response that has already cost far too many lives. A total of 2,24,000 migrants and refugees have reached Europe in the 

first seven months of 2015. The UNHCR said that the refugee crisis in Europe is a crisis not because of the number of refugees 

coming in, which is “manageable”, but because of Europe’s failure to respond to it in a systematic and open way. 

 

Read more: http://www.governancenow.com/news/regular-story/letter-from-europe-the-grave-humanitarian-crisis-of-our-times 

Date Accessed: 26.8.2015 
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NSA Talks Doomed Without Necessary Political Groundwork for Such an Engagement 
(Sanjaya Baru, Economic Times, August 25, 2015) 

 

The idea of a meeting between the national security advisers (NSA) of India and Pakistan, agreed by Prime Ministers of India and 

Pakistan, Narendra Modi and Nawaz Sharif, respectively at their July meeting in Ufa, Russia, now appears to have been half-baked 

and premature. To revive the initiative, a more focused and purposeful conversation between the two PMs is required. 

 

Read more: http://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/et-commentary/nsa-talks-doomed-without-the-necessary-political-

groundwork-for-such-an-engagement/ 

Date Accessed: 25.08.2015 

 

The Spectre of Suicide 
(The Frontline, September 4, 2015) 

 

In the 41 days between July 1 and August 10, as many as 245 farmers committed suicide, an average of six a day; since April 1, 284 

farmers have taken their lives. As a bewildered Karnataka State government gropes for an explanation for the massive and 

unprecedented spike in the number of suicides, there is not a semblance of a “solution” to the human tragedy that is yet unfolding. 

But what is striking is the complete unwillingness of not only the State government but also the principal opposition, the Bharatiya 

Janata Party (BJP), to seek out the reasons for this human tragedy. Perhaps that has to do with the fact that several Ministers in the 

Siddaramaiah Cabinet and several BJP MLAs (and former Ministers) own the sugar mills that not only have brazenly delayed this 

year’s cane-crushing season but also owe several thousand crore rupees in arrears to farmers. 

 

Read more: http://www.frontline.in/cover-story/the-spectre-of-suicide/article7549791.ece?homepage=true 

Date Accessed: 20.8.2015 
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