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 Recurring Controversies around the Economic Parameters of India  
 

Ever since National Democratic Alliance (NDA) came into power last year in 2014, the numbers have literally not 

‘added up’ as far as the country’s economic indices are concerned. When the Government announced revised figures on 

GDP growth on 30.1.2015, perhaps for the first time in India the integrity of economic data announced by government 

agencies was called into question by eminent economists, rating agencies and senior people within the government, 

such as the RBI Governor (who said publicly that he needs to understand the basis of the new numbers) and the 

government’s Chief Economic Advisor (who said that he is puzzled by the new GDP numbers, in an interview to 

Business Standard). Pronab Sen, the Chairman of National Statistical Commission termed this data as “fizzling” The 

most curious part of the recent controversies around crucial economic data is that not only have we had senior 

economists questioning government data (as in the case of the GDP growth controversy which took place earlier this 

year), we now have senior government functionaries questioning the World Bank’s recent report on poverty.  

 

This essay is an attempt to look at the various controversies around recent government and international agency data as 

doubts around each of these will have a significant impact on policy making, measuring outcomes and investor 

confidence.   . 

 

Controversial Revision of GDP growth rate 

 

The changes in the annual estimates of GDP released on 30.1.2015 have resulted in revision in the quarterly estimates as 

well. India now measures GDP by market prices instead of factor costs, to take into account gross value addition in 

goods and services as well as indirect taxes. The base year has been shifted to 2011-12 from 2004-05 earlier. Specific 

changes have been made in the following industries.  

 

1. Mining and Manufacturing: Private corporate performances have been taken into account in the quarterly estimates.   

2. Trade and other services: Use of quarterly information on sales tax and service tax. 

 

A CSO press note dated 30
th
 January 2015 on new series estimates of National Income states that, ‘users are requested 

to note that Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at factor cost will no longer be discussed in press releases. As is the practice 

internationally, industry-wise estimates will be presented as Gross Value Added (GVA) at basic prices, while GDP at 

market prices will henceforth be referred to as GDP. Estimates of GVA at factor cost (earlier called GDP at factor cost) 

can be compiled by using the estimates of GVA at basic prices and production taxes less subsidies. Detailed conceptual 

and statistical changes made in the new series, and its effect on the key estimates will be published by the last week of 

February 2015.’  

 

The government's statistics department says that the new method is more in line with global practices and gives a better 

picture of economic activity. With the revised estimates, GDP growth rates are given below. (refer table 1) 

 

Table 1: Growth Rate of Gross Domestic Product at 2011-12 Price (market prices) 

 
Year Growth rate of GDP 

(at 2011-12 prices) % 

Growth rate of GDP 

(at 2004-05 prices) 

2014-15(Advance) 7.4  

2013-14 6.9 5%   

(at market price) 

4.7 %  

(at factor cost) 

Q12014-15(April-June) 6.5  

Q2 2014-15(July-Sep) 8.2  

Q3 2014-15(Oct-Dec) 7.5  

Source: Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation, Government of India  
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 This advance estimate for 2014-15 released by CSO based on such new methodology now projects a higher growth rate 

at 7.4% , which is much higher than RBI’s growth projection of 5.5% calculated as per the old methodology. Though 

GDP growth has increased with the revised estimates, but during the third quarter of 2014-15, the growth rate of GDP 

has also declined. 

 

There is general concern that the numbers may be used by the NDA government to disguise the rising fiscal deficit. 
NDA government is likely to achieve the target budget deficit of 3.9% of GDP for the FY 16 from expected 4.1% in FY 

15.
i
The statistical fog makes it harder for policymakers to assess the size of the fiscal and monetary aid required to help 

spur even faster growth needed to generate jobs for millions of young Indians entering the labour force. 

 

Taken at face value, India became the fastest growing major economy in the world. But experts believe, ‘There is 

clearly need to look at the credibility associated with these numbers,’ as ‘Nothing on the ground has substantially 

changed to show that we are out of the trenches.’
ii
 No substantive changes have been noticed in any of the 

manufacturing sectors, especially BHEL and L&T, the two flag bearers of crucial capital goods sector that are widely 

considered to be proxy for investment sentiments continue to face headwinds. BHEL announced a sharp 69% drop in 

third quarter net profit at Rs 212.6 crores, hit by lower revenue and operating income. L&T also indicated that recovery 

in its domestic business is ‘up to a year away’ 
i 

 

Eminent economist, Angus Deaton, this year’s Nobel prize winner in Economics is of the view that economic growth 

estimates are over stated. In a recent interview with Hindustan Times, he said, "it is widely recognized that the national 

accounts in India are relatively weak. So what I am most worried about is that growth is not as high as the accounts 

show. Revisions that increase growth are more readily accepted than revisions that reduce growth."
iii
 

 

Further, even the rating agencies have joined the chorus of concern over India's revised GDP numbers that have bumped 

up growth rates sharply. Like others, the ratings agencies have pointed to the disconnect between high growth and 

indicators. “While the aim to produce GDP data more in line with international standards is commendable, these new 

GDP growth levels and the pick-up from as early as mid-2013 are difficult to reconcile with indicators and anecdotal 

evidence that show low investment levels, weak corporate balance sheets and a rise in banks' non-performing loans,” 

Fitch said in a statement on India's rating.
iv
 

 

World Bank Poverty Estimates Questioned 

 

The World Bank recently released their projections about the poverty estimates and forecasted that the number of 

people living in extreme poverty around the world is likely to fall under 10 percent of the global population in 2015. 

The Bank uses an updated international poverty line of US $1.90 a day, which incorporates new information on 

differences in the cost of living across countries. The new line preserves the real purchasing power of the previous line 

(of $1.25 a day in 2005 prices) in the world’s poorest countries. Using this new line as well as new country-level data 

on living standards, the World Bank projects that global poverty will have fallen from 902 million people or 12.8 per 

cent of the global population in 2012 to 702 million people, or 9.6 per cent of the global population in 2015. 

 

World Bank data clearly indicates that from a broader historical perspective, the global poverty rate has fallen by 

approximately 1 percentage point a year since 1990, with rapid poverty reduction in China and India playing a central 

role in this outcome. India was home to the largest number of poor in 2012, but its poverty rate is one of the lowest 

among those countries with the largest number of poor.  

 

However, some senior government officers have recently contested the World Bank’s estimates that showed only 12.4 

per cent of India's population was poor in 2011-12, considering an expenditure cut-off of $1.9 a person a day on 

purchasing power parity (PPP) terms. It said the actual poverty was much higher than suggested by the multilateral 

lender, adding there was lack of scientific basis in computing the poverty line.
v
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 “India's poverty can't be this low. PPP is not an appropriate method to measure poverty. It has always been the 

government's stand that PPP should only be used to compare GDP (gross domestic product) across countries, not 

poverty. The items in PPP are comparable across the world and, therefore, high-end,” said a government official. .
vi
 

 

While senior government officers question the World Bank data on Poverty in India, Prof. Angus Deaton, who has 

worked a great deal on poverty, consumption and nutrition in India, feels that the country’s poverty levels might be 

higher than what official numbers of the government shows. Unlike data released by World Bank, according to the 

Suresh Tendulkar methodology, 21.2% of Indians are poor. Further, a panel led by economist C Rangarajan released 

their report a year and a half ago which said 29.5% of the population, or an additional 94 million, were poor. It is this 

confusion and probable under reporting of the number of poor in India that could lead to critical policy gaps going 

forward. 
vii

 

 

Other Questions Raised 

 

In fact Deaton’s fears of rising inequality in India may be very well founded as is borne out by a Credit Suisse report 

released recently. While the world is celebrating the historic progress in reducing extreme poverty over the past few 

years, global inequality is growing on the other hand, with half the world’s wealth now in the hands of just 1% of the 

population according to the research by Credit Suisse as presented in the report titled ‘Global Wealth Report 2015’.  

The report pointed out “that a very small proportion of the population (just 0.3%) has a net worth over USD 100,000. 

However, due to India's large population, this translates into 2.4 million people. India has 254,000 members of the top 

1% of global wealth holders, which equates to a 0.5% share.” 

 

The report also pointed out that, “As in many other developing countries, personal wealth in India is dominated by 

property and other real assets, which make up 86% of estimated household assets.” 

 

Based on the research by Credit Suisse, some experts are of the view that bulk of the “black money” on which tax 

has not been paid is parked in real estate. And that explains the fact that 86% of personal wealth in India is in real 

estate and other real assets. In fact, if we look at the 2010 report, the number was at 90%. 
viii

 

 

Further, a study by FICCI on black money, released in February 2015 pointed out that “About a third of India's black 

money transactions are believed to be in real estate...The real estate sector in India constitutes for about 11 % of the 

GDP15 of Indian Economy, as these transactions involve high transaction value. In the year 2012-13, Real Estate sector 

has been considered as the highest parking space for black money.”  

 

In addition, it has also been pointed out by the experts that this black money had helped increase inequality in the 

country. Those who have black money have invested it in real estate and seen their wealth grow at a fast rate. French 

economist Thomas Piketty calls this the "principle of infinite accumulation" in his book Capital in the Twenty First 

Century. Piketty defines the principle of infinite accumulation as the “inexorable tendency for capital to accumulate and 

become concentrated in fewer hands, with no natural limit to the process.” 

 

The issue of black money was placed almost at the top of their agenda by the present government, but it still took really 

long for the government to figure out that the bulk of the black money was inside India and not outside it. The NDA 

government up until now has been concentrating on chasing black money that has left the shores of the country. But 

with almost no progress there, now they have been talking about domestic black money. The Finance Minister Arun 

Jaitley wrote on his Facebook page sometime back that “the bulk of black money is still within India.” The confusion on 

the part of the government seems to indicate that despite all the pre-poll promises,  the government is not sure about the 

real source of black money and how to get the money back into the legal system.  
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 Conclusion 

 

The facts presented in the previous sections clearly are a matter of concern. The key question that must be examined is 

that of the veracity of some of the data announced by the government and international agencies like the World Bank – 

a source that this government normally lays a lot of store by. It seems to be one of the biggest credibility crises that 

India’s statistical establishment has faced in the history of independent India. Further, the unwillingness of the 

government agencies like NITI Aayog in deciding on the Rangarajan Committee report for poverty estimates which was 

submitted almost a year and a half ago also raises doubts about the intentions of the government for the welfare of poor.  

 

If such is the scenario, i.e. if the numbers announced by the government and World Bank fail to represent the country’s 

real economic situation then how will the future policies be directed towards the growth and development of the country 

and further, what will be the outcome – dangerously ambiguous data may well lead to poor policy and skewed outcomes 

that could reverse some of the hard earned progress we have made in key areas like poverty reduction over the past few 

years.  

 

Prof. Deaton echoes this concern at two levels. Firstly, he is worried about the weak national accounts of India, leading 

to data being either overstated (in case of economic growth) or understated (in case of poverty estimates). Secondly he 

is worried about the fact that in the absence of effective services for the poor, initial decades of economic growth could 

stoke inequalities.
ix
 A combination of questionable data and what Prof Deaton calls the tendency of “the rich capturing 

more than their share of political power, so that the state stops serving the majority of people”, is a trend that a majority 

of Indians can ill-afford. 
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 Unreasonable Secrecy of Parliamentary Committees 

(Prashant Reddy, Caravan, October 1, 2015) 

 

Most bills are also discussed in depth in meetings of parliamentary committees, which can exercise great influence over proposed 

legislation. These committees’ deliberations remain largely confidential. Officially, legislators cite “parliamentary privilege” to 

justify this. This confidentiality is worrying, since it is entirely conceivable that in some parliamentary committees, powerful forces 

with hidden agendas affect our legislation, with the public unaware of it. 

 

Read more: http://www.caravanmagazine.in/perspectives/under-cover-parliamentary-committees-secrecy 

Date Accessed: 19.10.2015 

 

Literacy Over Democracy 
(Governance Now, October 7, 2015) 

 

Haryana is defending its law that bars illiterates and school dropouts from contesting Panchayat elections. The law amounts to 

legitimising the right of the literates to rule over the illiterates. To bar the illiterates from participating in governance amounts to 

tampering with the ethos of democracy which does not merely envisage a government of the people and for the people but also by 

the people themselves. 

 

Read more: http://www.governancenow.com/views/columns/literacy-democracy 

Date Accessed: 19.10.2015 
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General Inflation Rates in Indian States: September 2015 (%) 
States Rural Urban General 

All India 5.40 4.00 4.64 

Northern Region    

Jammu & Kashmir 7.13 3.44 5.57 

Himachal Pradesh 10.73 3.40 8.83 

Punjab 7.52 5.63 6.62 

Chandigarh 15.12 -0.48 1.06 

Uttarakhand 4.83 4.18 4.32 

Haryana 6.62 4.60 5.36 

Delhi 8.21 5.93 6.81 

Uttar Pradesh 3.31 3.88 3.11 

Western Region    

Rajasthan 5.28 6.71 5.54 

Gujarat 4.05 4.33 4.21 

Maharashtra 7.38 3.39 4.94 

Goa 9.66 6.31 6.93 

Lakshadweep 15.28 2.25 8.50 

Daman & Diu 19.69 9.35 14.98 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli 17.53 7.32 12.69 

Central Region    

Madhya Pradesh 4.11 5.78 4.64 

Chhattisgarh 9.93 3.74 7.11 

Southern Region    

Andhra Pradesh 10.53 5.20 8.30 

Karnataka 8.17 3.11 5.57 

Kerala 3.47 -0.24 1.93 

Tamil Nadu 4.11 3.58 3.92 

Puducherry 17.84 8.41 11.29 

Andaman & Nicobar Island 15.21 3.08 9.03 

Northeastern Region    

Arunachal Pradesh 5.27   

Assam 3.84 3.38 3.16 

Manipur 20.03 5.67 14.46 

Meghalaya -1.12 5.77 -0.81 

Mizoram 8.82 4.94 6.35 

Nagaland 13.11 5.77 9.77 

Tripura 8.48 5.06 7.08 

Sikkim 12.27 1.84 9.96 

Eastern Region    

Bihar 6.40 5.20 5.78 

Jharkhand 6.72 3.72 5.26 

West Bengal 2.19 3.68 2.60 

Odisha 5.09 0.35 3.32 

 Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index (CPI) data of 

MOSPI.  

 There is one month time lag in CPI data (From the month February 2015 onwards the New Series is introduced with 

base 2012=100) provided by MOSPI, Government of India.  

 The 2014 September data at state-level with base 2010 is here converted to new base 2012 with linking factors of MOSPI 

1.22, 1.20 and 1.21 for rural, urban and combined respectively. 
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Wholesale Price Deflation for 11th Straight Month in September 
(Business Standard, October 15, 2015) 

  

Since last 11 months in a row, general wholesale prices are continuously showing a falling trend. The decline in wholesale prices 

decelerated to 4.54 per cent in September as against 4.95 per cent in August. However food products witnessed an inflation of 

0.69% in September as against a fall of 1.13% in August. Onions and pulses continued to witness increased price pressures as per 

the released data. 

  

Read more: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/wholesale-price-deflation-for-11th-straight-month-in-

september-115101400370_1.html 

Date Accessed: 15.10.2015 
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POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE  
 

Disqualify Convicted MPs, MLAs Fast: Election Commission 
(The Asian Age, October 19, 2015) 

  

Observing that delays in some cases allowed elected representatives to illegally continue as MPs or MLAs, the Election 

Commission asked Parliament and the state legislatures to promptly notify the disqualification of convicted lawmakers “without any 

discrimination”. The EC instructions issued to the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha secretariats and the secretariats of state legislatures 

noted that “in some cases, there has been delay in the issuance of such notification by the secretariat of the House”. The process 

shouldn’t take more than seven days, it added. 

  

Read more: http://www.asianage.com/india/disqualify-convicted-mps-mlas-fast-election-commission-704 

Date Accessed: 19.10.2015  

 

EDUCATION 
  

Centre Want Top Institutes to Research on Social Topics 
(Neelam Pandey, Hindustan Times, October 30, 2015) 

  

The Central government wants researchers at IITS, NITs and other universities across the country to take up more socially relevant 

subjects such as climate change, sustainable habitat and clean energy. HRD ministry is looking at funding such project under 

upcoming ambitious project IMPRINT (Impacting Research Innovation and Technology) which is likely to be launched in 

November this year. 

  

Read more: http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx 

Date Accessed: 30.10.2015 

 

Panel to Mull Over Uniform Question Papers for Class XII 
(Deccan Herald, October 29, 2015) 

  

The Human Resource Development (HRD) Ministry is seeking to homogenize school education by bringing uniform question paper 

for class XII across the country. The Ministry “will set up a committee of secondary school boards to design a common question 

paper pattern for Class XII board examination to bring uniformity in the number of questions to be asked under various categories 

as well marks allotted to them.” 

 

Read more http://www.deccanherald.com/content/508860/panel-mull-over-uniform-question.html 

Date Accessed: 30.10.2015 

 

HEALTH 
 

Anti-dengue Fogging Drive not Effective, Affects Health: CSE 
(Free Press Journal, October 20, 2015) 

 

Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) while exposing inefficiency of ani-dengue fogging in Delhi urged the government to 

focus on systematic preventing measures towards clean environment and sanitation. The CSE “claimed that the ongoing fogging 

drive in the city was “not effective” in fighting the vector-borne disease, and has rather “harmful” effects on health, as the gas 

contains “95 per cent” of diesel in it. It further added that the fogging only creates a “false” sense of security and is a way of 

“appeasing” people at the cost of their health. 

  

Read more: http://www.freepressjournal.in/anti-dengue-fogging-drive-not-effective-affects-health-cse/ 

Date Accessed: 20.10.2015 
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47 FIRs Lodged to Check Violation of PCPNDT Act in Haryana 
 (Business Standard, October 25, 2015) 

  

Forty seven FIRs have been registered and 15 ultrasound machines sealed recently under the Haryana Government's campaign to 

check violation of the Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) Act and Medical Termination of Pregnancy 

Act.  Under this campaign, Chief Medical Officers, in liaison with Deputy Commissioners, are conducting raids and inspecting all 

ultrasound machines of their respective districts, an official spokesperson said here today. 

  

Read more: http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/47-firs-lodged-to-check-violation-of-pcpndt-act-in-haryana-

115102500399_1.html 

Date accessed: 25.10.15 

 

Toilets, Toilets Everywhere: Plumbing the Depths of India's School Sanitation Puzzle 
(Amitangshu Acharya, The Huffington Post, October 19, 2015) 

  

Analysis of Swachh Vidyalaya campaign data reveals that in the 15 days between 27 July and 11 August, 2015, approximately 

89,000 school toilets were constructed. Expectedly, the government has engaged in arthritis-inducing backslapping at having 

constructed 5933 school toilets per day. And predictably researchers and sanitation professionals are viewing these numbers with 

suspicion. The air is thick with evidence of data fudging, botched construction and ghost toilets. Unsurprisingly, all these have 

always been the bane of Government sanitation programmes. 

  

The problem of data discrepancy between state and Centre, and between different departments is a perennial issue. But who is 

responsible for their usability through maintenance? Essentially the government now requires management of toilets to be handed 

over to approximately 1.2 million School Management Committees (SMCs), many of whose presence and functionality is 

questionable.  

  

Toilets are just one piece of the school sanitation puzzle. The missing ones include transparent monitoring and capacitating SMCs. 

There is evidence that well functioning SMCs can improve school retention significantly. Hence getting these missing pieces in 

place is critical. It may seem too much. But in a country where we can construct 46 household toilets per minute and 5933 school 

toilets per day, this should be child's play. 

  
Read more: http://www.huffingtonpost.in/amitangshu-acharya/the-school-sanitation-puz_b_8284576.html?utm_hp_ref=india 

Date Accessed: 19.10.2015 

 

TRANSPORT 
 

What will it Really Take to Fix India’s Railways 
(Linda Poon, The Atlantic,  October 5, 2015) 

 

The boosts in technology from Google and Japan are great, but they don’t come close to what India actually needs if it wants to give 

its railway system a major overhaul, Gil tells CityLab. ”The big problem is not a technological one; it’s a political problem,” he 

says. “It’s about increasing the capacity of the railways, and money is not going to resolve it because you have fundamental 

institutional obstacles.” 

 

Read more: http://www.citylab.com/commute/2015/10/what-it-will-really-take-to-fix-indias-railways/408664/ 

Date Accessed: 19.10.2015 
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ENVIRONMENT 
 

Why India Should be Concerned About Climate Change? 
(The Diplomat, October 20, 2015) 

 

As an emerging economy with massive socioeconomic complexities and low per capita carbon emission rates, climate change may 

seem the very least India’s concerns. Yet if India overlooks the importance of climate change, the consequences could be dire. India 

will have a growing middle class with high aspirations, and by extension rising consumption and production. Given India’s 

enormous population, a marginal increase in per capita carbon emission will produce a huge increase in global total carbon 

emissions. 

 

Read more: http://thediplomat.com/2015/10/why-india-should-be-concerned-about-climate-change/ 

Date Accessed: 21.10.2015 

 

India Promising More than Rich Bloc on Emission Cuts 
(Times of India, October 25, 2015) 

  

If you add up all the promises of carbon emission cuts made by different countries, the total is still not big enough to prevent global 

temperatures from crossing the red line of 2°C rise by the end of this century according to two different analyses by scientists. 

Another report released by 16 major global NGOs finds that richer countries or blocs like the US and the European Union are 

promising cuts which are much below their accumulated shares of emissions. Developing countries like India and China are 

committing to much more in comparison. 

. 

Read more: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/global-warming/India-promising-more-than-rich-bloc-on-

emission-cuts/articleshow/49522158.cms 

Date accessed: 25.10.15 

 

LAW AND JUSTICE 
 

The Citizen and the Politics of the Verdict 
(K. Venkataraman, The Hindu, October 19, 2015) 

  

The current discourse on the National Judicial Appointments Commission is most likely to be seen by the average citizen — a 

concerned and knowledgeable one, as distinct from an apathetic or cynical layman — as a momentous indication of a vexing 

conflict between parliamentary sovereignty and judicial primacy. It genders in the citizen a fear that what is at play is an 

irreconcilable set of binaries in the exercise of state power. The bewildering truth behind the government’s move to put in place a 

new system of judicial appointments to undo the inadequacies of the present collegium system is that both the Union of India and 

the Supreme Court are right; that both the majority and the lone dissenting judge speak words that ring true.  

 

What does the citizen do when judges say that the present system has not always been fair and improvements are necessary? How 

does one react to the most far-reaching legislative effort to undo such a system, collapsing under judicial scrutiny, for the sole 

reason that the political executive crafted a law that failed to secure judicial independence? There is a sinking feeling that there is no 

role for the people in this clash of titans between the political class — whose corruption is obvious but cannot be brought down 

except with the help of the judicial branch — and a judicial hierarchy that no citizen will dare to question. 

  

Read more: http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/njac-the-citizen-and-the-politics-of-the-

verdict/article7777567.ece?homepage=true 

Date Accessed: 19.10.2015  
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Governance and Development 
 

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal Calls for the Juvenile Age in Rape Cases to be 

Reduced to 15 
(Ambika Pandit, The Times of India, October 19, 2015) 

  

In the wake of the arrest of two teenagers for the rape of two minors in Delhi last week, chief minister Arvind Kejriwal on Monday 

called for the juvenile age in rape cases to be reduced to 15. Kejriwal also announced the formation of a panel of ministers to 

examine the possibility of enhancing punishment to life imprisonment or death in cases of the rape of minors. He added that the 

state government will appoint special prosecutors in rape cases and would request fast-tracking of such cases. The panel, headed by 

law minister Manish Sisodia, will submit its report in 15 days. 

  

The Aam Aadmi Party leader said that the main reason attacks on women – rapes in particular – were on the rise in Delhi was 

because criminals had no fear of the law. 

  

Read more: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/Delhi-chief-minister-Arvind-Kejriwal-calls-for-the-juvenile-age-in-rape-

cases-to-be-reduced-to-15/articleshow/49450861.cms 

Date Accessed: 19.10.2015 
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Society  
 

COMMUNALISM 
 

India Downplays US Congressional Report on Religious Freedom 
(NDTV, October 16, 2015) 

  

The government has downplayed a US Congressional report on International Religious Freedom 2014 which said India witnessed 

"religiously motivated killings, arrests, riots and coerced religious conversions"."The report is internal to the US administration. It is 

widely acknowledged that the Constitution of India guarantees equal religious, social, political rights to all its citizens including 

minorities. Any abuses are handled by our internal process which includes judiciary, vibrant press, civil society, National Human 

Rights Commission," Spokesperson in the External Affairs Ministry Vikas Swarup said. 

 

Meanwhile, US Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious Freedom David Saperstein, after the release of the report, said the 

US will encourage the Modi government to turn the ideals of "tolerance and civility" into reality across the country. 

  

Read more: http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/india-downplays-us-congressional-report-on-religious-freedom-1232747 

Date Accessed: 19.10.2015 

 

GENDER 
 

No Uniform Civil Code Please: Muslim Women’s Group 
(Free Press Journal, October 20, 2015) 

  

Bhartiya Muslim Mahila Andolan demanded gender just reform and opposed uniform civil code. The Andolan said, “Article 25 the 

constitution gives the right to all, including minorities, to have personal laws based on respective tenets of different religious 

communities,” the group said in a statement. “Under this provision, we demand a gender just reform in the Muslim personal law 

based on the Quranic values of equality and justice, in line with article 25 of the constitution.” 

  

Read more: http://www.freepressjournal.in/no-uniform-civil-code-please-muslim-womens-group/ 

Date Accessed: 21.10.2015 
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Time to Retire the Term ‘Alien’, United States 
(The New York Times, October 20, 2015) 

 

Over the years, the label of “alien” for immigrants has struck newcomers as a quirky aspect of moving to America. Many, 

understandably, have also come to regard it as a loaded, disparaging word, used by those who regard immigrants as less-than-human 

burdens rather than as assets. Recognizing how dehumanizing the term is to many immigrants, officials in California recently took 

commendable steps to phase it out. 

 

Read more: http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/20/opinion/time-to-retire-the-term-

alien.html?emc=edit_ty_20151020&nl=opinion&nlid=71538857&_r=0 

Date Accessed: 21.10.2015 
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OPINIONS 
 

The Vigilante is Watching 
(Sashi Kumar, Frontline, October 30, 2015) 

 

The current accelerated religious, cultural and social onslaught by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the Rashtriya Swayamsewak 

Sangh seems designed to instil and install a mental conditioning of dos and don’ts that will be furiously promoted by the 

chauvinistic proponents of Hindutva so that it becomes the given which everyone must perforce internalise and follow, setting, to 

use an appropriately mythological figure of speech, a lakshman rekha that no one will cross for fear of the consequences. 

 

Read more: http://www.frontline.in/columns/Sashi_Kumar/the-vigilante-is-watching/article7747142.ece?homepage=true 

Date Accessed: 19.10.2015            

 

The World in Quotation Marks 
(Moisés Naím, The Atlantic, October 15, 2015) 

  

After visiting Argentina in the 1970s, the novelist V.S. Naipaul reflected on the “colonial mimicry” of Buenos Aires. “Within the 

imported metropolis there is the structure of a developed society. But men can often appear to be mimicking their functions,” he 

wrote. “So many words have acquired lesser meanings in Argentina: general, artist, journalist, historian, professor, university, 

director, executive, industrialist, aristocrat, library, museum, zoo: so many words seem to need inverted commas.” 

  

Naipaul’s brilliant observation about the illusory reality of “inverted commas” applies not only to last century’s Argentina,  but to 

the world in the 21st century—a world plagued by hollow institutions incapable of fulfilling their missions and situations 

deliberately manufactured to deceive, by information warfare and the militarization of civil society. 

  

Read more: http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/10/russia-china-propaganda-gongos/410587/ 

Date Accessed: 19.10.2015 
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