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Editorial 

 Dear Reader,  

 

The cover story for this issue of Policy watch brings you the current debate on the amendments to the 

Child Labour Act. The UPA government had suggested amendments aimed at ending the practice of 

child labour. However the current government has gone against the spirit of education, freedom and 

dignity for children and instead is trying to find ways to push children back into the labour force in 

the name of maintaining social fabric. The new amendments proposed are in opposition to the 

international conventions on child labour. Civil society members are speaking up against this new 

version of the Act as they know from experience that every child who starts working is missing out on 

school. The physical and psychological development of the child is arrested and the chance to build a 

better life passes him/her by. According to UNICEF, there are 250 million children all over the work 

who are engaged in child labour.  Contrary to the idea that child labour is beneficial for the 

economy, ILO clearly points out that a country that eradicates child labour will see more economy 

growth. India needs to ensure that no child is denied its fundamental right to learn, play and dignity.  

 

This cover story brings to you in detail the changes proposed by the UPA government which have 

been now replaced by new amendments. It also takes you through the international conventions 

which we will be going against if we go ahead with the amendments.  

 

 

Dr. Sushree Panigrahi 

Fellow
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 Centre Dilutes Gujarat Anti-Terror Bill 
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 Fiscal Deficit Last Month 66.5% of FY16 Target 

 

SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 
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Lead Essay 

 Legal Sanction for Child Labour Exploitation 
 
“My only aim in life is that every child is free to be a child; free to grow and develop; free to eat; sleep, see daylight; 
free to laugh and cry; free to play and learn; free to go to school, and above all free to dream.”  

 

 
- Nobel Laureate Mr. Kailash Satyarthi, December 2014  

 

Introduction:  

 
The magnitude of child labour in India is grave. According to an estimate, every 17

th
 working child in the world is in 

India. Using 2011 Census data, Child Right and You (CRY) calculated that one in eleven children (5-18 years) is 

working in India and hence deprived from their childhood (CRY, 2015). Despite, this persisting cruelty India has been 
reluctant to implement the ILO conventions on child labour.  The two ILO conventions- numbers  138 (Minimum Age 

Convention, 1973) and 182 (Worst Form of Child Labour Convention, 1999) set some international standards in order 

to gradually abolish employment of children in all sectors. India has signed both of these conventions and assured the 
international community that it will incorporate all required progressive changes in its domestic child labour law.   

 

India has the largest share of world child labourers, however it has not yet implemented the long pending internationally 

agreed international standards of child labour. The current legislation regulating child labour in India namely ‘Child 
Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986 (CLPR Act, 1986) is not in line with both of the ILO conventions 

mentioned earlier. The UPA government in 2010 initiated a process of amending this law in order to make it in line with 

the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 and ILO convention numbers 138 and 182. 
Accordingly, the ‘Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2012’ (CLPR Amendment Bill, 2012) 

was introduced in Rajya Sabha on 21 December 2012, which was then referred to Parliamentary Standing Committee 

on Labour by the house for further deliberation.  

 
The amendments brought in by the then UPA government were in line with international standards. The Bill had 

proposed to abolish all form of child labour below 14-year age and introduced stricter punishment for any violation of 

the law by employers. The Parliamentary Standing Committee later suggested some more progressive amendments in 
order to provide free and fair opportunity to every child to grow and develop. The NDA government in May 2015 added 

few more provisos in this Bill and approved it for introduction in the Parliament. Going against the progressive proposal 

of the previous government and recommendations of Parliamentary Standing Committee, the NDA government in its 
new Amendment Bill has backtracked from India’s progressive development on this issue.   Unfortunately, these added 

provisos by the NDA government have diluted the central objective of the Amendment Bill. The new Bill not only 

ignores India’s international commitment to the  ILO convention numbers 138 and 182, but also bypasses several Indian 

policies granting children their rights such as The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 (RTE 
Act, 2009) and the National Policy for Children, 2013. New legislative changes proposed by the current government 

will not move towards modern and progressive ideas of child rights; rather it will promote a feudal socio-economic 

structure that denies basic human rights of children. This article attempts to briefly describe the extent of child labour in 
India, International regulations and proposed child labour law of NDA government.      

 

International Child Labour Standards and India’s Commitment:  

 

Among numbers of conventions adopted by International Labour Organization in past addressing issues of child labour, 

Convention number 138 and 182 are landmark initiatives to recognize apathy of child labour and pursue progressive 

coordinated mechanism to eliminate it. Brief description of these two conventions is as follows:  
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 Convention No. 138: 

The General Conference of the International Labour Organisation (ILO) adopted ‘Minimum Age Convention, 1973 
(No. 138) in its 58

th
 Session on June 06, 1973. The convention seeks to gradually abolish child labour by regulating 

minimum age of admission to employment. It believes that the entry of young people in an employment must be 

consistent with their fullest physical and mental development. Therefore, the convention denies entry of children in 

employment before they are 15 years old. The article 2(3) of the convention reads, “The minimum age specified…. shall 
not be less than the age of completion of compulsory schooling and, in any case, shall not be less than 15 years.” 

However, member nations with insufficiently developed administrative, economic and educational infrastructure can 

avail some relaxation while ratifying this convention. In the case of India, the RTE Act, 2009 guarantees the right to 
free and compulsory education to its children up to 14 years. It has also a full-fledged ministry and departments 

addressing issues of labour including child labour. These investments in education and administration make us eligible 

to ratify this convention without seeking any excuse.  
 

Convention No. 182:  
The General Conference of International Labour Organization adopted ‘the Worst form of Child Labour Convention, 

1999’ in its 87
th
 Session on 1 June 1999. The convention seeks immediate and effective measures from member states to 

prohibit and eliminate worst form of child labour as a matter of urgency. Therefore, the convention attempts to regulate 

employment of children of age 15 to 18 years. ILO through this convention seeks prohibition of following worst form of 

child labour by member states.  
 

Worst form of child labour as listed in the convention:  

 

 All forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, such as the sale and trafficking of children, debt bondage and 

serfdom and forced or compulsory labour, including forced or compulsory recruitment of children for use in armed 

conflict; 

 The use, procuring or offering of a child for prostitution, for the production of pornography or for pornographic 

performances; 

 The use, procuring or offering of a child for illicit activities, in particular for the production and trafficking of drugs 

as defined in the relevant international treaties; 

 Work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out, is likely to harm the health, safety or 

morals of children. 

 

India is a signatory in both of these ILO conventions but could not ratify them in last so many years. We are one among 
very few countries who has not ratified these two landmark conventions, as the domestic child labour prohibition law is 

not in line with these international standards.   

 

Child Labour in India:  

 

Employing children as labour is one of the most cruel and unjust practices of the 21
st
 century world. Millions children 

are being exploited  across the globe and especially in developing countries by forcing them to work which is beyond 
their capacity, denying all basic rights of survival, protection, development and participation. According to an estimate 

of ILO in 2010, around 215 million children worldwide are in child labour and 115 million of them are in worst form of 

child labour such as slavery, prostitution, forced labour, bonded labour and hazardous occupations. The act of 
employing a child for labour destroys his/her childhood and added to this it is very often accompanied by inhuman 

treatment of the child. Many cases of workload, mental and physical abuse, underpayment and depriving them from 

required food and nutrition have been reported and this hampers the growth of child and nullifies any possibilities of 

recovery in future. The ‘National Policy for Children, 2013’ recognizes children as an asset of the country; but the very 
existence of such cruel treatment to millions of children in this country mirrors the reality of our social and political 

commitment.  
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 CRY has also calculated that India has 10.1 million child labourers in the age group of 5 to 14, which was 12.6 million 

in 2001. Despite, number of affirmative actions taken up by the governments in last few years, a marginal decrease 
(20%) in child labour has been recorded between 2001 and 2011. It reveals that the child labour has decreased at a mere 

2.2% per year during last census decade. According to CRY, at this pace, it would take more than a century to get the 

existing working children out of labour. The magnitude of child labourers is even high in the adolescent age (15-18 

years). As per Census 2011 data 22.87 million adolescents are part of India’s workforce. The persisting problem of child 
labour in India is denying basic rights to these millions of children.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Data reveals that the rural part of India recorded this marginal but important decrease in child labour, which still 

constitutes around 80% of total Indian working children. Three out of four of these children work in agriculture, as 

cultivators or in Household Industries, most of which are home-based employment. The urbanized part of the country 
that has been presented as symbol of country’s development and growth has observed as high as 53% increase in child 

labour over 2001-2011. Reacting to this figure, the Policy and Research Director of CRY, Ms. Komal Gnotra says, 

“This is of utmost concern especially since enforcement machinery is primarily based in urban regions and the 
implementation of child protection structures is stronger in urban India.” (CRY, 2015).  

 

Child Labour Situation in Five State with Highest Number of Child Labour 

Sr.No Name of State/ UT Working Children (2001) (In 

Lakhs) 

Working Children 

(2011)  (In Lakhs) 

% Change (2001-2011) 

1. UTTAR PRADESH 19.28 21.77 12.91 

2. BIHAR 11.18 10.89 -2.59 

3. RAJASTHAN 12.63 8.48 -32.86 

4. MAHARASHTRA 7.64 7.28 -4.71 

5. MADHYA PRADESH 10.65 7.0 -34.27 

Source: CRY, 2015 (Compiled from Census data 2001 and 2011) 

Child Labour in India: Some FACTs  

 Every 11th child is working in India (5-18 years). 

 1 in 5 children in the 15-18 years age-group in India are working. 

 Working children between 5-9 years increased by 37%. 

 Urban Child labour has grown by more than 50%. 

 154% increase in the number of working boys (5-9 age group) in urban area. 

 240% increase in the number of working girls (5-9 age group) in urban area. 

 80% of child labourers work in rural areas. 

 More than 50% children in labour are concentrated in five states – MP, UP, Bihar, 

Maharashtra, Rajasthan. 

 11 states recorded an increase in the number of working children over the decade. 

The major states among them are Kerala (74%), Uttarakhand (17%), Himachal 

Pradesh (17%) and Uttar Pradesh (13%). 

 Only 13 out of 35 states and UTs performed above the national reduction of 20% in 

working children (2001-2011). 
 

Source: CRY, 2015 (Compiled from Census data 2001 and 2011) 
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The reasons behind child labour in India are numerous, however, these reason can be broadly categorized in two 
sections. The first category of reasons is related to poverty, unemployment or underemployment of adults that forces 

them to ask their children to help in family income. The second category of reasons is related to high demand of cheap 

labour in market. Millions of children are working in industries and other hazardous occupation because there is a high 

demand for cheap labour in the market. Both of these broad reasons could not be addressed adequately in past because 
the governments and society failed to adopt a zero tolerance attitude towards it. 

 

Provisions of New Amendment Bill and Challenges: 

 

The UPA government had proposed amendments in Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986 in 2012 with 

an aim to incorporate globally accepted higher standards in our domestic law regulating affairs of child labour. Now the 
NDA government has made few more changes in this Bill, which has been approved by the union cabinet on May 12, 

2015. The new amendments brought in by the NDA government have diluted all progressive changes suggested by the 

previous government. The current government has shifted the focus of amendments from complete abolition of child 

labour to maintaining social fabric of India. The union cabinet articulated social fabric of India in this case as a situation 
where employing children in family occupation is the accepted norm. The 2012 Bill had proposed complete prohibition 

of child labour below 14 years. Whereas, the new Bill proposed by the NDA government has inserted two major 

exceptions to this condition. First, it proposes to allow children below 14 years to work in family enterprises such as 
agriculture and small-scale industry after school hours and during vacations. Second, it permits children work as artist in 

commercial entertainment industry such as advertisement, film and television serials.  

 
The Union Cabinet had explained the first exception in its press release on May 12, 2015. A section of explanation 

reads, “while considering a total prohibition on the employment of child, it would be prudent to also keep in mind the 

country’s social fabric and socio-economic conditions. In a large number of families, children help their parents in 

their occupations like agriculture, artisanship etc. and while helping the parents, children also learn the basics of 
occupations. Therefore, striking a balance between the need for education for a child and the reality of the socio-

economic condition and social fabric in the country, the Cabinet has approved that a child can help his family or family 

enterprise, which is other than any hazardous occupation or process, after his school hours or during vacation”  (PIB, 
2015). Amendments with such intention legally allow million of children to continue live exploitive life. The Union 

Ministry of Labour and Employment in June 2014 had also justified above-mentioned first exception saying that the 

ILO convention no 138 under Article 5(3) allows member state to compromise with child labour standards (MoLE, 

2014). As it is mentioned earlier in this article, the convention allows some exception for counties whose economic, 
administrative and educational infrastructure is insufficiently developed. Interestingly, the government of India in 2012 

had accepted that its economic, administrative and educational infrastructure is sufficiently developed to ratify the ILO 

convention no. 138 in its true spirit. The NDA government has ignored this basic fact and in order to push these anti 
child amendments, the ministry is manipulating provisions of ILO convention.  

 

With these two exceptions, the government has limited the scope of the child labour law. It has simply excluded around 
75% of child labourer working in agriculture and home based enterprises. In fact, the proposed law will not even 

consider them child labourer. Child right activists have also argued that this exception will help corporates to cut costs 

by hiring  child labourers through home based piece-rate work. In other words, the proposed law will supply child 

labourers at low costs to outsourced corporate production that will be carried out in piece-rate from. The government 
has not explained any reason behind its second exception where the proposed law allows children below 14 years to 

work in entertainment industry. It seems that this exception has been made to support corporate interest of entertainment 

industry. When the world is moving towards fullest physical and mental development of their children, India through 
this piece of legislation is moving backward. Moreover, it will legalize persisting exploitation of child labourers in 

sectors such as agriculture and un-organized enterprises. Child right activists including Nobel Peace Prize winner 

Kailash Satyarthi criticized the current format of the Bill saying that the move is retrogressive.  
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Conclusion: 
 

The dilution of CLPR Amendment Bill, 2012 reflects a shallow understanding of NDA government on child labour.  

However, in current socio-economic situation, it aims to support corporate interest of low cost labour. While bringing 

anti child amendments in the proposed Bill, the NDA government has ignored number of progressive national and 
international child labour policies. The new provision inserted by the NDA government does not complement the 

landmark RTE Act, 2009, which provides free and compulsory education to children below 14 years. Similarly, its goes 

against ILO conventions on child labour and India’s National Policy for Children. The National Policy for Children, 
2013 works as guiding instrument for framing laws, policy, programme and plan affecting children. The guiding 

principle 3(x) of the National Policy reads, “Safety and security of all children is integral to their well-being and 

children are to be protected from all forms of harm, abuse, neglect, violence, maltreatment and exploitation in all 
settings including care institutions, schools, hospitals, crèches, families and communities.” The new amendment in the 

proposed law goes against our own principles. Legalizing child labour through proposed Bill does not only bypass the 

national policy for children but also pushes vulnerable section of children into further deprivation.  

 
 

Prepared By:  

Jeet Singh 
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 Walk Before You Sprint 

(Sunanda K. Datta-Ray, The Asian Age, 28 September, 2015) 

  

The announcement of public WiFi spots at 500 railway stations and an aggressive expansion of the National Optical Fibre Network 

to take broadband to 600,000 villages sound even more delusional when one remembers what grubby dumps Indian railway stations 

have been reduced to and what a rarity even electricity is in rural India. It would serve a more useful purpose if trains ran on time 

with fewer accidents, railway catering improved, and if stations had comfortable waiting rooms, clean lavatories, and pleasant 

eating places. 
  

Officially, only 20,000 villages are without electricity. But given the state of even urban electric supply or the non-working 

charging points on Shatabdi trains, this must be grossly optimistic. India doesn’t need M-governance or E-governance. It needs 

governance. India doesn’t need smart cities. Just cities that Europe and America would recognise as such. No doubt it’s important to 

“connect all schools and colleges with broadband”. It’s far more important to ensure there are enough schools and colleges for all 

our children, that they boast libraries, laboratories, gyms and facilities for learning as well as extra-curricular activities, and that 

teachers are qualified, well-paid, dedicated and politically neutral. High-falutin rhetoric alone will not create a new generation of 

which we can be proud. 

  

Read more: http://www.asianage.com/columnists/walk-you-sprint-605 

Date Accessed: 29.09.2015 

 

Centre Dilutes Gujarat Anti-Terror Bill 
(Vijaita Singh, The Hindu, September 28, 2015) 

 

The Centre has prevailed over the Gujarat government’s suggestion to let the State Home Secretary be the final authority on phone-

tapping requests, by making it clear that the State cannot have ‘absolute powers’ and such decisions and clearances will only be 

processed by the Union Home Secretary. Presently, a State Home Secretary is permitted to authorize interception of phone calls as 

its office has been delegated to do so by the Union Home Secretary. This delegation of power from the Centre to the State is 

reviewed from time to time and can be revoked too. 

 

Read more: http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-dilutes-gujarat-antiterror-bill/article7695166.ece?homepage=true 

Date Accessed: 30.09.2015 
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Table 1: General Inflation Rates in Indian States: August 2015 (%) 

States Rural Urban General 

All India 4.94 3.30 4.06 

Northern Region    

Jammu & Kashmir 7.97 3.37 6.08 

Himachal Pradesh 10.28 2.60 8.31 

Punjab 6.85 5.37 6.15 

Chandigarh 14.31 -0.81 0.69 

Uttarakhand 4.29 3.46 3.73 

Haryana 5.54 4.73 4.88 

Delhi 6.73 5.42 6.30 

Uttar Pradesh 3.13 3.01 2.73 

Western Region    

Rajasthan 4.47 5.61 4.59 

Gujarat 3.27 3.60 3.45 

Maharashtra 7.16 3.24 4.68 

Goa 8.48 4.99 5.77 

Lakshadweep 12.49 3.27 7.69 

Daman & Diu 18.91 8.23 14.13 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli 17.43 6.62 12.52 

Central Region    

Madhya Pradesh 3.81 4.76 4.06 

Chattishgarh 8.62 1.78 5.53 

Southern Region    

Andhra Pradesh 9.46 3.73 7.10 

Karnakata 7.40 2.02 4.60 

Kerala 3.61 -0.40 1.94 

Tamil Nadu 3.40 2.53 3.01 

Puducherry 16.63 7.39 10.19 

Andaman & Nicobar Island 18.24 2.49 10.20 

Northeastern Region    

Arunachal Pradesh 5.78   

Assam 3.81 2.82 3.05 

Manipur 20.65 5.52 14.83 

Meghalaya -2.85 7.27 -1.70 

Mizoram 7.28 3.16 4.53 

Nagaland 12.23 5.18 9.04 

Tripura 7.54 4.04 6.10 

Sikkim 10.42 1.24 8.70 

Eastern Region    

Bihar 5.63 3.65 4.81 

Jharkhand 5.87 2.88 4.45 

West Bengal 1.53 3.56 2.28 

Odisha 6.16 -0.30 3.96 

 Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index (CPI) data of 

MOSPI.  

 There is one month time lag in CPI data (From the month February 2015 onwards the New Series is introduced 

with base 2012=100) provided by MOSPI, Government of India.  

 The 2014 August data at state-level with base 2010 is here converted to new base 2012 with linking factors of 

MOSPI 1.22, 1.20 and 1.21 for rural, urban and combined respectively. 
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Fiscal Deficit Last Month 66.5% of FY16 Target 
(Business Standard, October 1, 2015) 

  

India’s fiscal deficit has reached 66.5% of the full year target of Rs. 5.56 lakh crore from April to August. The encouraging year-on-

year trend was primarily due to receipts for April-August 2015. Total receipts for the period were Rs 3.63 lakh crore, or 30 per cent 

of the full-year target of Rs 12.22 lakh crore. The total expenditure for April-August 2015 was Rs 7.32 lakh crore, or 41.2 per cent 

of the full-year budgeted estimates of Rs 17.77 lakh crore. 

 
Read more: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/fiscal-deficit-last-month-66-5-of-fy16-target-

115100100073_1.html 

Date Accessed: 1.10.2015 
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GOVERNMENT 
 

After Pause, NDA Tries to Revive NREGS 
(Sahil Makkar, Sanjeeb Mukherjee & Nitin Sethi, Business Standard, October 1, 2015) 

  
The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government is hoping to revive the Mahatma Gandhi 

National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (NREGS). It has been noticed that the scheme has not performed well in April to 

June quarter in 2015-16 as compared to the same quarter in the previous year. 

  

This year, the government has already allocated an additional Rs 7,000 crore to the scheme. But, according to the revised wage 

rates and estimated person-days in each state, the Union government needs almost double the amount allocated in the current 

Budget, or at least Rs 58,000 crore, to provide the projected employment under the Act. 

 

Read more: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-

115100100030_1.html 

Date Accessed: 1.10.2015 

 

Independent Commission to Decide Salaries of MPs 
(The Indian Awaaz, September 27, 2015) 

 

Government has proposed an independent commission to decide on salaries of Members of Parliament MPs. The Ministry of 

Parliamentary Affairs has proposed a 3-member independent Emoluments Commission to recommend salaries and other 

allowances for the Members of Parliament. The proposal is contained in the Agenda Notes prepared by the Ministry for the two 

day All India Whips conference to be held at Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh during September 29-30, 2015. The Conference will 

be chaired by the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs M. Venkaiah Naidu. Chief Whips and Whips of various parties in Parliament 

and state legislatures will also discuss establishing inter-party forums in Legislatures for better coordination to enable effective 

functioning of legislative bodies. 

 

Read more: http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/ 

Date Accessed: 28.09.2015 
 

HEALTH 
 

Results May Vary 
(Vidya Krishnan, The Caravan, September, 2015) 
  

Founded in 1995 under the Narasimha Rao government, the Department of Indian Medicine and Homeopathy had its name changed 

to AYUSH (Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy) in 2003, but nothing in its history before or since was as 

high-profile as International Yoga Day. The event’s scale was in keeping with the increase in funds to AYUSH: the money 

earmarked for these systems in the two budgets of the present government has increased by about 30 percent from the previous 

United Progressive Alliance government’s allocation. 

  

This has been accompanied by several bold claims. Last month, for example, the Economic Times journalist Vasudha Venugopal 
reported on Twitter that the minister in charge, Sripad Yesso Naik, had claimed that there were no diseases that yoga and 

naturopathy could not cure. Policy decisions based on such assumptions could impact the lives of millions of people, making it 

imperative to examine the place of AYUSH within the wider healthcare system. 

  

Unfortunately, there are signs that the government overestimates the ability of AYUSH systems to perform the functions of 

conventional healthcare. Among its most worrisome moves has been the attempt last year to introduce the Medical Termination of 

Pregnancy Amendment Bill, to train and allow AYUSH practitioners to conduct abortions—a potentially disastrous move, not least 

because abortion procedures sometimes require surgical intervention. 

  

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/after-pause-nda-tries-to-revive-nregs-115100100030_1.html
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/
http://theindianawaaz.com/parliamentary-awaaz/independent-commission-to-decide-salaries-of-mps/


 

12 | P a g e  

 

RGICS POLICY WATCH       
 Policy Highlights | Quick Analysis | Insights 

 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Volume : 4, Issue-11                                                   Date : 05-10-2015 

 

Governance and Development 
 

The proposal was dropped after it was widely criticised. But harebrained measures such as these suggest that, for all its high-volume 

campaigns, the government has given insufficient thought to what AYUSH should really do. 

  

Read more: http://www.caravanmagazine.in/perspectives/results-may-vary-AYUSH-ministry 

Date Accessed: 29.09.2015 

 

LAW AND JUSTICE 
 

Supreme Court Dismisses Castleton Challenge as Government won't Impose MAT  
(Reuters, September 30, 2015) 

 

Supreme Court dismissed a legal challenge filed by Mauritius-based Castleton Investment Ltd against the controversial minimum 

alternate tax (MAT) after the government said it would no longer impose it on foreign investors. The dismissal comes after the 

government this month said it would revise its tax rules to exempt foreign companies from having to pay MAT.  

 

Read more: http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/supreme-court-dismisses-castleton-challenge-as-

government-wont-impose-mat/articleshow/49167252.cms 
Date Accessed: 30.09.2015 
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CASTEISM 
 

Caste Segregation Still Rampant in Bihar Police Barracks 
(Rituparna Chatterjee, The Huffington Post, 25 September, 2015) 

  
While in khaki, the Bihar Police is a formidable force joining ranks to protect citizens' liberty. But at dinner time, when constables 

return to their barracks, they have an entirely different story to tell – one that flies in the face of Chief Minister Nitish Kumar's 

attempt in 2006 to overhaul the caste politics that divides the police lines and segregates them into Yadavs, Bhumihars, Paswans 

and Rajputs. 

  

The 20 makeshift kitchens, or chowkas, at the police barracks of Patna city are divided by caste and policemen say "this has been 

the tradition for years". Although, several policemen who refused to be named for fear of offending their seniors, said that the divide 

was effected on the basis of "friendships". 

  

In 2012, a detailed Indian Express report of barrack politics stated that Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, after a preliminary inquiry in 

2006, had ordered the then home secretary Hem Chandra Sirohi to dismantle caste barracks and kitchens in police lines. Clearly 

little has come of it. 
  

Though cramped barracks offer limited scope of segregation, caste divisions are a reality for about 30,000 constables who live in 

barracks across 40 police districts in the state. 

  

Read more: http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/09/29/police-bihar-caste_n_8193374.html?utm_hp_ref=in-news 

Date Accessed: 29.09.2015 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 

Women’s Movements in Kerala 
(P. Sainath, RuralIndiaOnline, June 20, 2015) 

 

When 60 women in Edamalakudi carried about a hundred solar panels on  their heads across 18 kilometres of hill, forest and wild 

elephant territory, they made history of sorts. In this, Kerala’s remotest panchayat or elected village council, there is no electricity. 

But the women of the village picked up and brought the panels, each weighing up to 9 kilograms, across hostile, hilly, up-and-down 

terrain on foot. There is no other way to reach Edamalakudi, Kerala’s first tribal panchayat, in Idukki district. Almost all of them are 

active members of Kudumbashree, Kerala’s extraordinary anti-poverty and gender justice movement, with nearly four million 

women members. This article charts out the impact of this movement on everyday life in tribal villages of Kerala. 

 

Read more: https://ruralindiaonline.org/articles/solar-panels-solidarity/ 

Accessed on: 30.09.2015 
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SOUTH ASIA 
 

Anti-India Protests Erupt in Nepal as Fuel Rationing Bites 
(Ross Adkin, Reuters, 28 September, 2015) 

  
Nepal's cable federation said it would suspend Indian television channels and protesters marched in Kathmandu carrying an effigy 

of India's prime minister on Monday, accusing their neighbour of imposing an economic blockade and meddling in internal politics. 

Tension between the South Asian nations has spiked since Nepal adopted a new constitution last week, upsetting southern minority 

groups who fear being marginalised in a new federal structure. India has been critical of Kathmandu for rushing through the 

constitution, despite opposition from minorities living close to the Indian border. 

  

Indian oil trucks stopped crossing into Nepal because of protests in the south, prompting authorities to try to limit the use of cars 

and save fuel. Nepal is almost totally dependent on India for overland supplies following earthquakes in the spring that killed nearly 

9,000 people and blocked crossings from China. Nepal's largest trading partner, India strongly denies a trade blockade, saying its 

trucks have been hampered from entering Nepal firstly due to security concerns and later because protesters were blocking the 

roads. 

  
Read more: http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/28/nepal-india-protests-idUSKCN0RS1CL20150928 

Date Accessed: 29.09.2015 
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OPINIONS 
 

If Everyone Gets Electricity, Can the Planet Survive? 
(Charles Kenny, The Atlantic, 28.09.2015) 

  
Last week, the vast majority of the world’s prime ministers and presidents gathered in New York to sign up to the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Across 169 targets, the SDGs also call for universal access to modern energy alongside 

taking “urgent action to combat climate change.” 

  

These last two targets are surely important, but they conflict, too: More electricity production is likely to mean more greenhouse-gas 

emissions. The UN squares that circle by using a definition of modern energy access that involves a pitifully low level of electricity 

consumption. But that does a disservice to both those worried about development and those concerned by climate change. Poor 

people are going to have to consume a lot more energy if they are to enjoy a lifestyle that those in the West take for granted — and 

that is going to take environmental pragmatism in the short term and a revolutionary change in the technology of electricity 

production in the long term. 

  

Those who are anti-coal, anti-gas, anti-dam, and anti-nuclear when it comes to energy development in the developing world are 
implying that people there shouldn’t use electricity at nearly the level or low price that Westerners do. This, in turn, denies people 

safety, security, longevity, and comfort. Pretending the technologies already exist to avoid any trade-off between environmental and 

developmental concerns doesn’t help. These technologies need to be researched and developed through robust investment, so that 

the climate can be sustained even as poor people around the world enjoy a better quality of life. 

  

Read more: http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/09/energy-access-sdgs-un-climate-change/407734/ 

Date Accessed: 29.09.2015 

 

Outbreak of Politics 
(Economic & Political Weekly, 26 September, 2015) 

  

The official and public response to the ongoing outbreak of dengue in Delhi, Mumbai and other places in India have been marked 

by features that could well be categorised as “how not to deal with a disease outbreak.” The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) Cen tral 
Government and the Aam Aadmi Party Government of Delhi have been flinging allegations at one another while extolling their own 

efforts even as private hospitals seem to be almost rubbing their hands in glee at what the public panic means for their coffers. 

 

Despite the seemingly inexhaustible media coverage, or rather because of it, the clamour for admission into hospital for every 

patient with fever has led to hospital beds being unnecessarily occupied. And yet, healthcare activists find that public awareness 

about the disease and what really constitutes preventive care and the first line of treatment is abysmally low as is the public health 

system’s ability to cope with the large number of cases. The other bugbear, of poor data collection and methodology, has only made 

a messy situation worse. All in all, it is difficult to believe that India has been witnessing such dengue outbreaks for more than two 

decades now and there are few signs that lessons have been learnt. 

  

The ills of India’s public health system are a familiar story with analyses of what ails it being pointed out repeatedly. There are a 
number of issues that need vigorous and sustained focus. Among these is foremost, an engaged political and bureaucratic 

“leadership” of public health services and programmes, a functioning regulatory mechanism to oversee the work of private 

hospitals, coordination between state and central governments and greater attention to sanitation and garbage disposal. It has often 

been pointed out that India spends very little of its resources on public health as compared to most other countries, many of them far 

poorer than this putative superpower. It is high time our political class realised that instead of bickering over accusations and credit-

taking during each crisis, they should pay greater attention to what constitutes the favourite slogan of “health for all.” 

  

Read more: http://www.epw.in/editorials/outbreak-politics.html 

Date Accessed: 29.09.2015 
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What Mahatma Gandhi Said to Those Who Wanted Beef Banned in India 
(TheWire, October 2, 2015) 

 

“I have been long pledged to serve the cow but how can my religion also be the religion of the rest of the Indians? It will mean 

coercion against those Indians who are not Hindus.  How can I force anyone not to slaughter cows unless he is himself so disposed? 

It is not as if there were only Hindus in the Indian Union. There are Muslims, Parsis, Christians and other religious groups here. The 

assumption of the Hindus that India now has become the land of the Hindus is erroneous. India belongs to all who live here.” 

 
Read more:http://thewire.in/2015/10/02/what-mahatma-gandhi-said-to-those-who-wanted-beef-banned-in-india-12170/ 

Accessed 2.10.2015 
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