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Short Edit 

Dear Reader, 

 

Based on feedback from you, our discerning audience, Policy Watch is evolving into a more broad-based, yet 

deeply insightful weekly e-zine. Starting this issue we will bring to you at least two Cover Stories that will take 

an analytical look at crucial current issues along with the usual policy related headlines that will flag 

developments that impact overall policy environment, both within the country and across the world. 

 

Our first Cover Story focuses on an NCRB report that among other issues, identified specific reasons for 

farmer suicides for the first time ever –throwing up some startling insights. For e.g. “Family Problems” are a 

very close second to “Bankruptcy and Indebtedness”, the number one reason for suicides. Maharashtra, 

Telengana, MP, Chattisgarh and Karnataka lead with the highest number of suicides – one look at the map 

visualizing this data and it seems like the very gut of the country is being attacked by the scourge of rural 

distress! While there has been a lot of political noise around the reasons for farmer suicides and the numbers 

reported by the government, it is to be hoped that the larger issue of farmer suicides, causes and the critical 

need to address this issue at a systemic level, leads to a more nuanced understanding and policy response. 

 

The second Cover Story focuses on our (non-existent?) Right to Privacy. In a development that should make us 

all sit up and worry, the Attorney General last week told the Supreme Court that the “Right to Privacy is not a 

Fundamental Right under the Constitution”. While he made this statement in the context of the ongoing PIL’s 

on the Aadhar scheme, the argument has wider and deeper ramifications, especially coming from the 

government’s highest Law Officer. It becomes a red flag as we, like most of the developed world, hurtle along 

on the path of technology as a governance and social tool. It’s not just the data that we share unwittingly via 

our digital footprint which puts us at risk but it could well be the numerous other technological solutions like 

Aadhar, the DNA Database, the Digital Locker, the civilian use of drones etc. While it is not our case that 

these tools should not exist (though a debate on the merits of some of these is best left for another time), it’s the 

sheer ubiquitousness of technology, it’s the ability to combine various sources of information to create a 

“digital image” with personally identifiable, sensitive information, it’s the ability to track every move of 

“persons of interest”, and us (?); it’s the possibility of false-positives, it’s the possibility of data being used for 

purposes other than what we agreed to, that should be a cause for concern. And above all it’s the possibility of 

intrusion, data theft and misuse by State and Non-State actors-a fact that is cold reality in the post Edward 

Snowden era. If the AG represents the view of the government, then it’s time that we demand that the 

government brings the Right to Privacy Bill to Parliament immediately or the courts take clear view on this 

issue.  

 

And finally, as always we have a curated line up of news and books that are important from a policy 

perspective.  

 

We do hope that this issue of Policy Watch makes for interesting reading and look forward to your feedback. 

 

 

 

Ms. Barkha Deva 

Associate Director  
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 Alarm bells On Aadhar 

 

SECTION 1: THE ECONOMY  

 

 74% Think India Doing Good Economically 

 

SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

 

 Politics and Governance: Government of India‟s Smart Cities Project “Ignores” Poor Slum-Dwelling Children: 

PwC, Save the Children Report; Modi Wants the DNA Profiling Bill Passed Right Away. Here‟s Why It Shouldn‟t 

Be; Shivraj Singh Chauhan Plans Ordinance to Rename, Revamp Vyapam 

 Development: Real Estate Business Likely to Revive in Bihar 

 Government: Government‟s new NCS Employment Portal a Joke; Astrology, Palmistry Listed as Professions; 

Indian activist claims Modi Government 'Vendetta' 

 Health: Grim State of Child and Maternal Health; World‟s First Malarial Vaccination Approved; 14-Year-Old Rape 

Survivor Not Allowed to Terminate 24-Week Pregnancy by Gujarat High Court  

 Environment: Parliamentary Standing Committee Rejects TSR Subramanian Report on Environmental Laws 

 Globalization: Can India And China Manage Their Bilateral Issues on a Multilateral Platform Like the AIIB? 

 Agriculture:  Did the Number of Farmer Suicides Really Halve Last Year?; Crop Insurance Scheme Still a Distant 

Dream for J&K Farmers 

 Law and Justice: Courts Must Stay Away in Matters of National Security; Reservation Bill Unlikely in Parliament; 

States Get Conditional Power to Release Life Convicts  
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 Communalism: Govt Orders Blocking of Websites Inciting Religious Intolerance 

 Social Justice:   The case of Sustainable Poverty in Rural India 

 

 

SECTION 4: INDIA AND WORLD 

 

 International Affairs:  China Imposes Harsh Fines on Uber Taxi Service 
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 America: Obama Admits US Gun Laws are his 'Biggest Frustration' 
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Farmer Suicides in India 
 

Context 

Agriculture, and allied sectors like forestry and fishing, is unquestionably the largest livelihood providers in India, 

particularly in the rural areas, which as per the 2011 Census, is where 69% of the total population of the country lives 

today. Further, as per the NSSO‟s 68
th
 round survey, almost 49% of the total working population is involved in 

agriculture and allied activities, as against 24.3% in secondary industry and 26.8% in tertiary industry. In rural areas, 

nearly 59% of the usual status (principal status + subsidiary status) male workers and nearly 75% of the female workers 

are engaged in the agricultural sector. In urban areas the share of the tertiary sector in terms of workers share is dominant 

followed by that of secondary sector, while agricultural sector involves only a small proportion of total workers for both 

male and females. The share of urban workforce in agricultural sector was nearly 6 per cent for male workers and 11 per 

cent for female workers (See Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1: Percentage distribution of usual status workers of all ages by industry: 2011-12 

 

Source: NSSO 68
th

 Round Survey (2011-12), MOSPI, GoI 

 

Though it is clearly evident from the data presented above that agriculture and its allied sector is a source of livelihood to 

large section of society, as per the provisional estimates, it contributed only 16.1% to India‟s total Gross Domestic 

Product (GDP) (at constant 2011-12 series) during 2014-15 (See Table 1). GDP of Agriculture and Allied Sector and its 

share in total GDP of the country during 2013-14 and 2014-15 is listed in Table 1. The overall GDP growth was 7.2% in 

2014-15, but the growth rate of Agriculture and Allied Sector GDP was merely 0.2% in 2014-15. Even if we take the 

new series into consideration then India's farm growth in 2014-15 dipped to almost 1.1 per cent as against 3.7 per cent in 

the previous year, as both the kharif and rabi harvest was impacted first due to uncertain monsoon and thereafter on 

account of unseasonal rains (Business Standard, 2015) 
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Table 1: Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of Agriculture and Allied Sector and its share in total GDP: 2013-14 and 2014-

15 

  
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at constant prices (2011-12 series)  

(in Rs. Crore) 

Change over previous year   

(Growth rate) (in %) 

  

 2013-14 2014-15  
Agriculture,  

Forestry  

& Fishing 

Total GDP 
Agriculture,  

Forestry  

& Fishing* 

Total GDP 

Agriculture,  

Forestry  

& Fishing* 

Total GDP  

Q1 
350,052 

(15.6) 
2,243,389 

359,258 

(14.9) 
2,409,770 2.6 7.4 

Q2 
286,299 

(12.9) 
2,215,458 

292,316 

(12.2) 
2,402,189 2.1 8.4 

Q3 
521,745 

(22.4) 
2,324,256 

516,049 

(20.8) 
2,481,715 -1.1 6.8 

Q4 
421,193 

(17.6) 
2,386,683 

415,228 

(16.4) 
2,533,415 -1.4 6.1 

Total 
1,579,289 

(17.2) 
9,169,786 

1,582,851 

(16.1) 
9,827,089 0.2 7.2 

Source: Central Statistics Office, MOSPI, Government of India 

Notes*: Figures within parentheses are a percentage of the total GDP for the concerned year 

 

Despite the declining contribution (or may be due to it?) of agriculture as a percentage of GDP, the fact remains that even 

today a majority of the rural population is involved in the agricultural sector, and an increase in the number of farmers‟
1
 

suicides is indicative of an overall increase in rural distress and therefore a cause for deep concern.  

The recent report released by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), has for the first time changes the manner in 

which it reports data on farmers‟ suicides. The data released by NCRB revealed that a total of 5,650 farmers have 

committed suicides during 2014, accounting for 4.3% of total suicides victims in the country. A total of 5,178 male 

farmers and 472 female farmers have committed suicides, accounting for 91.6% and 8.4% of total farmers‟ suicides.  

 

Farmers Suicides across States 

The State/UT and City wise information on the incidents of farmers‟ suicides during the year 2014 revealed that a total of 

2,568 farmers‟ suicides were reported in Maharashtra followed by 898 such suicides in Telangana and 826 suicides in 

Madhya Pradesh, accounting for 45.5%, 15.9% and 14.6% respectively of total farmer suicides during 2014. 

Chhattisgarh (443 suicides) and Karnataka (321 suicides) accounted for 7.8% and 5.7% respectively of the total farmer 
suicides reported in the country. These 5 States together accounted for 89.5% of the total farmer suicides (5,056 out of 

5,650) reported in the country during 2014. Figure 2 represents state/ UT wise farmers' suicides during 2014 (See Figure 

2). 

                                                           
1
 Farmers include those who own and work on field (viz. cultivators) as well as those who employ/hire workers for field 

work/farming activities. It excludes agricultural labourers. 
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Figure 2: State/ UT wise farmers suicide in 2014 

 

Source: NCRB, Ministry of Home Affairs, GoI 
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Leading Cause of Farmer Suicides 

As per the NCRB data „Bankruptcy or Indebtedness‟ and „Family Problems‟ are the major causes of suicides, accounting 

for 20.6% and 20.1% respectively of total farmers‟ suicides during 2014. The other prominent causes of farmers‟ 

suicides were „Farming related issue‟ (17.2%), „Illness‟ (13.2%) and „Drug Abuse/Alcoholic Addiction‟ (4.9%) (See 

Table 2). 

 

Table 2: Distribution of Farmer‟s Suicides by Causes: 2014 (All India) 

Cause Male Female Total Percentage share 

Poverty 140 9 149 2.6 

Property dispute 52 0 52 0.9 

Marriage related issue 63 58 121 2.1 

Family problem 1038 97 1135 20.1 

Farming related issue 868 101 969 17.2 

Illness 682 63 745 13.2 

Drug Abuse/ Alcoholic addiction 250 0 250 4.4 

Fall in social reputation 6 1 7 0.1 

Bankruptcy or Indebtedness 1112 51 1163 20.6 

Cause not known 208 23 231 4.1 

Other cause 759 69 828 14.7 

Total 5178 472 5650 100.0 

Source: NCRB, Ministry of Home Affairs, GoI 

During 2014, major causes of suicides among male farmers were „Bankruptcy or Indebtedness‟ and „Family Problems‟, 

which accounted for 21.5% and 20.0% respectively of total male farmers‟ suicides. Whereas, in the case of female 

farmers‟, „Farming Related Issues‟ followed by „Family Problems‟, „Marriage Related Issues‟ and „Bankruptcy or 

Indebtedness‟ were major causes of suicides, accounting for 21.4% (101 out of 472 suicides), 20.6% (97 suicides), 

12.3% (58 suicides) and 10.8% (51 suicides) respectively during 2014 (See Table 2). 

 

State and UT wise details on various causes of farmers‟ suicides revealed that: 

 33.4% suicides in Maharashtra and 23.2% in Telangana were due to „Bankruptcy or Indebtedness‟.  

 87.5% of farmers‟ suicides in Himachal Pradesh were due to „Failure of Crop‟.  

 Further, 4.7% farmers in Himachal Pradesh, 4.1% farmers in Jharkhand and 2.7% farmers each in Bihar, Odisha and 

Uttar Pradesh have committed suicides due to „Suspected/Illicit Relation‟.  

 6.5% suicides by farmers in Sikkim followed by 2.3% in Himachal Pradesh and 2.0% in Puducherry were due to 

„Cancellation/Non Settlement of Marriage‟. 

 

A total of 765 and 146 farmers each in Maharashtra and Telangana have committed suicides due to „Bankruptcy or 

Indebtedness caused by Crop Loan‟ during 2014. 73.2%(857 out of 1,163) and 59.1% (671 out of 1,135) farmers‟ 

suicides due to „Bankruptcy or Indebtedness‟ and „Family Problems‟ respectively were reported in Maharashtra alone 

during 2014. 
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Land Holding Status of Farmers who have committed Suicides 

As far as data on land holding status is conerned, farmers have been classified into four categories namely „Marginal 

Farmers‟ (having less than 1 hectare of land), „Small Farmers‟ (having 1 hectare to below 2 hectare of land), „Medium 

Farmers‟ (having 2 hectare to below 10 hectare of land) and „Large Farmers‟ (having more than 10 hectare of land).  

Land holding status of farmers who committed suicide revealed that 44.5% and 27.9% of victims were small farmers and 

marginal farmers respectively, they together accounted for 72.4% (4,095 out of 5,650) total farmer suicides (See Figure 

3). 

Figure 3: Percentage Share of Farmers‟ Suicides by Land Holding Status during 2014 

 

Source: NCRB, Ministry of Home Affairs, GoI 

 

The data based on land holding across states and UTs showed that  

 53.1% of small farmers who committed suicides were reported in Maharashtra (1,135 out of 2,516) during 2014. 

 14.5% of small farmers who committed suicides were reported in and Telangana (366 out of 2,516) during 2014. 

 Among marginal farmers, 39.7% and 25.5% respectively of farmers‟ suicides were reported in Maharashtra (627 

out of 1,579) and Madhya Pradesh (403 out of 1,579). 

 However, 47.3% of well off farmers (large farmers) who have committed suicides were also reported in 

Maharashtra during 2014 

 

Further, the detailed data collected by NCRB on farmers suicide also revealed that a majority of farmers who committed 

suicide belong to the 30 years to- below 60 years age group, accounting for 65.7% of total farmers‟ suicides during 2014. 

A total of 59 farmers (below 18 years of age) have committed suicides during 2014. 10.2% of farmers who have 

committed suicides were senior citizens (60 years & above). Bankruptcy or Indebtedness, Failure of crop and Family 

Problems were the major reasons for the suicides of the farmers belonging to the 30 years to below 60 years age group. 

 

Way Forward 

This data clearly indicates the increasing distress faced by farmers and possible reasons for suicide. It further indicates 

the vulnerability faced, particularly by the marginal and small farmers, since their situation is even worse off than large 

farmers. Though there is a clear need for government intervention, the intervention needs to be more focused and 
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centered around the problem of „Bankruptcy or Indebtedness‟ and „Failure of Crop‟ since they account for 20.6% and 

16.8% respectively of total farmers‟ suicides during 2014.  

 

UPA, during its tenure in the last decade had introduced various agricultural debt waivers and debt relief schemes from 

time to time in order to benefit the farmers, but such waivers do not benefit farmers borrowing from private 

moneylenders (IndiaSpend, 2015). There is probably a need  for a targeted interventions in a more efficient way by the 

central and state governments in order to address the problem of farmers suicide not only by provision of debt relief, but 

also by measures which reduce borrowing from private money lenders.  

 

Thus, there is a strong case for a more rational use of the NCRB data on farmers suicide, and it is to be hoped that the 

insights that emerge from this data are not lost in the political noise that emerged from the tactless remarks made by 

Union Agriculture Minister Radha Mohan Singh, in  Parliament on Friday, July 24, 2015 where he stated, “According to 

NCRB, causes of suicides include family problems, illness, drug abuse/addiction, unemployment, property dispute, 

professional/career problems, love affairs, barrenness/impotency, cancellation/non-settlement of marriage, dowry 

dispute, fall in social reputation and unknown causes. Causes of suicide by farmers due to agrarian reasons inter-alia, 

include indebtedness, crop failure, drought, socio-economic and personal,” (Firstpost, 2015).  

 

Hence, with more focused government intervention keeping in view the insights emerging from NCRB data can be the 

only possible way to benefit these vulnerable farmers and thereby take the country collectively a step ahead.  

 

 

Prepared by 

Shruti Issar 
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Right to Privacy 
 

On the 23
rd

 of July, 2015, the Attorney General of India, the highest law officer of the country, countered the argument stating that 

collection of personal data under the Aaadhar scheme violates the privacy of citizens by opining that the Right to Privacy is not a 

Fundamental Right.
2
 This statement made in the context of implementation of the Aadhar scheme which collects „Personally 

Identifiable Information‟ (PII) including biometrics like iris scans, fingerprints and face scans, is a serious cause for concern. The 

lack of clarity with respect to Right to Privacy at a time when the Aadhar card may become a basis for receiving subsidies, salary, 

provident fund disbursements and marriage and property registrations is scary to say the least, as it opens up numerous possibilities 

for misuse.  

 

Even though the Right to Privacy is not mentioned specifically in our laws it has to be carved out from our Constitution. It is 

important here to distinguish between legal rights and natural rights. While the former are guaranteed by the law and legislations the 

latter are inalienable to the person of an individual even if they are not mentioned by any legislation. The right of a person to protect 

his confidential private information is an inalienable right, in consonance with the Right to Life and Personal Liberty encapsulated 

under Article 21 of the Constitution. 

 

The Attorney General‟s statement is not determinative of our lack of having a Right to Privacy but is definitely indicative of the fact 

that it is high time that India had privacy legislation. 

 

Why unregulated private information being captured by the State could be dangerous? 

 
The process of making an Aadhar card requires collecting PII biometric data- iris scans and facial recognition. Under the Unique 

Identification Scheme (UID) the process of collection of this biometric data is such that it is done by an outsourced agency under a 

contractual arrangement with the UIDAI who further engages sub-contractors to collect this information. These contractors are 

selected after they bid for tenders issued by the UIDAI to be involved in collection of data.
3
 The eligibility criterion for these 

agencies to get involved in the process is only to have experience of data collection in smaller projects. Their ability in managing 

confidential data is not an aspect that forms the basis for their selection
4
. Thus leaving the very private biometric information 

collected open to possible third party misuse. This same concern had been expressed by the Parliament Standing Committee on 

Finance that reviewed the National Identification Authority of India Bill, 2010 (NIAI Bill). They found the Bill to be unsafe in the 

absence of any privacy laws. It had also asked the Ministry of Planning to comment on the proposal that the said Bill should come 

into being only after the necessary privacy and data regulation laws are formulated.
5
  

 
Despite these comments made by the Standing Committee, the Aadhar scheme been implemented across the country in the absence 

of privacy laws. Interestingly it gets its strength only from the NIAI Bill which is still pending in the Parliament and has yet not been 

passed by both the Houses. Since there is no law backing the implementation of the UID scheme in case of any violations the 

aggrieved cannot find a remedy in a law specifically governing this scheme. In such a situation filing a case under an adjunct law will 

not confront the problem with the same sensitivity and the aggrieved person may not be able to bring the wrongdoers to book 

effectively. 

 

Further there is no clarity on the procedure that will be followed in case there is a theft of this biometric data. Iris scans and finger 

prints are unique to each individual. Once stolen the data could be used for any number of unscrupulous purposes. If biometric 

information becomes a person‟s id proof and the basis for availing services in future, what remedy does one have in case this 

information is stolen by an imposter? Will it be justified to punish this act by trying to loosely fit it within some diluted provision of 

theft under the criminal code? The theft of private data is more serious an offence as compared to credit card fraud and hence 

requires a specific penal provision. Further with no provision in place by which an individual can assert the protection of his data, we 

are left at the mercy of the private Registrars, and the government who could well manipulate such information for their own vested 

interests. 

                                                           
2
 http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/right-to-privacy-not-a-fundamental-right-cannot-be-invoked-to-

scrap-aadhar-centre-tells-supreme-court/articleshow/48178526.cms  
3
http://uidai.gov.in/images/tenders/rfe_for_concurrent_evaluation_of_processoperation_at_enrolment_centers_13082014.pdf  

4
http://uidai.gov.in/images/tenders/rfe_for_concurrent_evaluation_of_processoperation_at_enrolment_centers_13082014.pdf, 

Section II, Part III- Elgibility Criteria  
5
 Standing Committee on Finance, Forty-Second Report, 2011-12, Pg.21  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/right-to-privacy-not-a-fundamental-right-cannot-be-invoked-to-scrap-aadhar-centre-tells-supreme-court/articleshow/48178526.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/right-to-privacy-not-a-fundamental-right-cannot-be-invoked-to-scrap-aadhar-centre-tells-supreme-court/articleshow/48178526.cms
http://uidai.gov.in/images/tenders/rfe_for_concurrent_evaluation_of_processoperation_at_enrolment_centers_13082014.pdf
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Why formulating right to privacy should be an immediate concern 

 
Formulating privacy laws should be an immediate concern for India because the collection of data, especially PII data by the State 

does not stop with the UID scheme alone.  

 

The Human DNA Profiling Bill, 2012 that may be introduced in Parliament by the current government
6
 can pose a major threat to 

citizen‟s privacy too. The proposed legislation intends to collect the DNA of individuals involved in crimes and civil disputes. These 

DNA samples will be used to maintain a National DNA Bank and engage in DNA profiling. It is intended for reducing the instance 

of crimes by keeping record of criminals, identifying miscreants by collecting and matching DNA from the crime scene, identifying 

missing persons in case of disasters etc. Unlike fingerprints and iris scans a DNA sample can be used to gain extremely personal 

information of an individual like family history, medical history and now even location and caste. The latter needs to be mentioned 

on the identification form needed to be filled during collection of the DNA sample. The fact that this Bill could be used as a way of 

profiling Indians on the basis of their caste is not the only worry. The draft of this legislation is fraught with loopholes and has not yet 

been referred to the Parliament Standing Committee for discussion. Access to DNA profiles are mandated by the head of DNA data 

bank alone without any other supervision; an individual cannot access his sample in the bank; a private cause of action shall not lay 

against the bank for unlawful collection of DNA samples are some of them.
7
  

 

In Part I of its schedule the Bill list applicable instances for DNA profiling for offences committed under Indian Penal Code as well 

as certain civil disputes. Most of these civil matters are not even in the nature of an offence as issues related to immigration, 

emigration, parental dispute etc., are also included. And yet DNA samples will be collected from parties involved without any regard 

for obtaining their consent. In fact, there is no provision to ask for consent of parties for giving DNA samples whether in criminal or 

civil cases.
8
 Moreover there is no section dealing with the expunction of the DNA samples. Even when the convict is acquitted 

Section 37 of the Bill states that the person‟s DNA sample will be expunged from the offender‟s index. We can infer that this does 

not necessarily mean expunction from the DNA databank. Inter alia this will create a database of DNA samples of criminals as well 

as one time offenders to be used anytime in the future. Thus not letting them escape their criminal histories and credentials for all 

their lives. In the absence of any guidelines laid down for the Right to Privacy, individuals shall be putting themselves at grave risk 

by parting with sensitive personal data in the form of DNA samples. 

 

The emergence of state surveillance is another major issue as the State engages in collection of personal information. Through the 

National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) the State endeavoured to collate personal data from various government ministries. This 

information would have included credit card transactions, bank account details, and air and rail travel itineraries. Despite the claim 

that this data is required for national security reasons, the fact that vast amounts of personal information is easily available to security 

and law enforcement agencies must be a cause for concern. . With shocking revelations from Edward Snowden not so long in the 

past, the probability that the State armed with this personal information can indulge in surveillance no longer remains mere 

conjecture, even more so since India has been involved in surveillance in the past.
9
  

 

If using biometric information to engage in surveillance may seem like an insinuation, a more direct evidence of this fact can be 

found in the Central Monitoring System (CMS) which is to be implemented by the end of the current year.
10

  

CMS is a mass electronic surveillance system which will let the State have centralized access to all communication data traversing 

through the telecom networks in India. It will provide access to all Call Data Records (CDR), location from where the calls are made, 

text messages, e-mails and even internet search data including social media activity.
11

 Agencies like the Intelligence Bureau, Central 

Bureau of Investigation, Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) and the tax department have access to this information.
12

 Although 

done with the intention to foster national security and safety, projects like CMS work without the backing of any mass surveillance 

                                                           
6
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law, solely on the will of the State.
13

 The problem for the common man without the backing of a powerful organisation behind him 

will be as before- where is the remedy in case of any violations when there is no law in place at all? Moreover the absence of an 

effective parliamentary debate on this policy, lack of a commendable public discussion on this project as well as the lack of any legal 

recourse in case of a misuse or leak of this information leaves CMS open to being misused.. 

 

Additionally even the virtual personality of an individual is not effectively protected on social media websites over the internet.  

 

The Information Technology Act, 2008 is the mother legislation governing all transactions on the internet and has received flak in the 

past for not being a good piece of legislation for protecting people. An example of the State using its power to misuse the IT Act was 

seen in the convictions made under Section 66-A at the slightest comment against the government and political parties on social 

media. While its predecessor, the colonial Telegraph Act, 1885 at least allowed government interception in wake of a „public 

emergency‟ the IT Act has done away with this stipulation. If the State can persecute people on the basis of their „disagreeable‟ 

opinions then one can only imagine the situation when the State handles sensitive PII single-handedly.  

 

Since PII under all laws and schemes are being collected by the government is there not the remotest possibility that at some point in 

the future all this information could be collected in one database? In such a situation the government will have access to bank account 

numbers, credit card details, DNA samples, caste, biometrics etc. of millions of Indians at its disposal. How will an individual fight 

against the State unarmed with any law or policy to safeguard his Right to Privacy? By refusing to take responsibility of protecting 

the citizens Right to Privacy the State has conveniently shirked any accountability for its possible misuse. For instance under the 

Human DNA Profiling Bill the penalty for unauthorized disclosure or obtaining of information from the DNA Data Bank and an 

unauthorized use of the DNA sample, qualifies for a minimum punishment of just one month which may or may not be extended to 

three years.
14

 This diluted version of accountability in handling such sensitive information will only lead to lowering citizen‟s faith in 

the State.  

 
Efforts made for formulating the Right to Privacy 

 
The need for a Right to Privacy began with the debate on whether the police was justified in conducting house visits and surveillance 

of people with criminal records.
15

 Further along the way the Right to Privacy met its most ardent rival in the Right of Free Speech
16

 

and the Courts had to decide whether to stop a newspaper from publishing the autobiography of a death row convict which would 

reveal the nexus between criminals and police officers. The Right to Privacy protects individuals from revealing their sexual 

identities
17

, their phones being intercepted
18

 and at the same time also values that the right of a woman to know that her fiancé is 

HIV+ over the latter‟s right to protect his medical condition.
19

 Throughout all these judicial decisions it was maintained that the 

Right to Privacy was intrinsic to individual liberty.  

 

In the wake of all these developments it becomes imperative that the Right to Privacy be incorporated within the Indian legal system 

or for the Supreme Court to state its position clearly on the same. Even though it is not a right codified in any statute or the 

Constitution it is in consonance with the philosophy of the Indian Constitution which vehemently guards the personal liberty of an 

individual through its Fundamental Rights. Article 21 of the Constitution best defines the parameters of personal liberty as- “No 

person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty except according to procedure established by law.” The right to protect 

personal information is most definitely a part of protecting one‟s personal liberty. Efforts have been made in the past for codifying 

the Right of Privacy in the form a draft Privacy Bill that was first formulated in 2011. Currently the government is continuing to 

discuss the provisions of this Bill.
20

 There are also in-depth recommendations made by the AP Shah Committee laying down 

principles to be adopted for creating a strong Privacy Law in the country.
21
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All of these aspects of the Right of Privacy are related to protection of personal information that only the individual possesses. Now 

the debate regarding Right to Privacy has subsumed the need to protect that personal information that has entered the public domain. 

Biometrics for the Aadhar card, DNA samples for the Human DNA Profiling Bill and the extensive list of legislations mentioned in 

the AP Shah Committee report
22

 having privacy implications including the Passport and Census Act intend to collect private data 

with no guarantee to keep such information confidential. Due to the lack of stringent privacy regulations, a leak or misuse of such 

vital information is relatively more plausible.  While a strong argument has been made the governments of the day that such 

information could be vital for national security reasons, government must also assure citizens that their privacy will be protected via 

mandated data access, storage and security norms. When so much effort is being put in the formulation of projects like CMS, Human 

DNA Profiling Laws, why is the Privacy Bill first drafted in 2011 not yet finalised?  

 

Privacy Laws – International Best Practices  

 
The privacy laws in the European Union are the most evolved. The elaborate EU Data Protection Directive protects all the personal 

data collected from the citizens and also lays down the procedure for the use, exchange and destruction of this data. The basis of this 

directive is on seven principles- notice, consent, purpose, security, disclosure, access and most importantly accountability.
23

 Since 

2006 the EU has also recognised the Right to be Forgotten which allows individuals to delete certain personal data from internet 

records in order to escape lifelong stigma for an act done by them in the past. This must be juxtaposed with the fact that India 

implicitly encourages „once a criminal always a criminal‟ ideology by not providing for destruction of DNA samples of acquitted 

criminals in its Human DNA Profiling Bill.
24

  

 

The United States has detailed Federal and State data protection laws for personal data shared online as well as offline. Personal 

information collected for certain implementing laws and policies are protected by specific legislations. For instance the Health 

Insurance Portability and Accountability Act protect the medical information collected from individuals for implementing health 

insurance policies.
25

 The Right to Privacy is also recognised as a tort thus allowing individual and class actions against the 

offenders.
26

 In case of non compliance with the Data Protection Laws culminated into hefty fines up to a million dollars or 

comprehensive auditing of their data security systems (in case of defaulting companies) under the Federal Trade Commission Act.
27

 

 

It is evident that most countries that have implemented technology based solutions which require  collection of personal information 

from its citizens, have a very sound framework for protecting and regulating this data. While India is keen on incorporating similar 

technological solutions, laws and policies that involve collection of personal data have not kept up with international best practices.  

Even the penalties imposed in case there is a leak of personal information are not very harsh.
28

 Information for Aadhar is being 

collected without the mandate of a law, the DNA Profiling Bill and projects like CMS are carried out without involving the public 

even through a parliamentary debate. Consent of individuals, which is a basic principle for collecting PII, is blatantly ignored in 

India. As biometrics and PII widen their reach and could impact a citizen‟s ability to vote or receive benefits from the State, it is 

crucial that before embarking on implementing legislations and policies that deal with personal data of individuals, an extensive 

framework for protecting the privacy of individuals, online and offline, is created.  

 

 

 

Prepared by  

Niharika Bapna 
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Government Proposes to Strip RBI Governor‟s Veto Power 
(Puja Mehra, The Hindu, July 24, 2015) 

 

The Union government on Thursday proposed to strip the Reserve Bank Governor‟s veto vote on India‟s monetary policy. The 

government also proposed to grant itself the power to appoint four of the six members of the Monetary Policy Committee, whose 

remit will include decisions on setting interest rates to maintain inflation at the targeted level. 

 

The revised draft of the Indian Financial Code, put out by the Union Finance Ministry for comments, proposes that the Reserve Bank 

“Chairperson” shall head the committee, with no reference to the Governor. It is not clear from the draft if a re-designation is 

planned. 

 

Read more: http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/govt-proposes-to-strip-rbi-chief-of-veto-power-on-monetary-

policy/article7457322.ece?homepage=true 

Date Accessed: 24.07.2015 

 

Alarm Bells On Aadhar 
(Arindam Mukherjee, Outlook India, July 23, 2015) 

  

Understandably, the more the scope of Aadhar increases, and the more it spreads, more privacy concerns will come to the fore. If 

privacy concerns are not protected, it will open up the scope of misuse of Aadhaar data by anyone who can lay their hands on it. 

There are enough takers for this kind of data and many service providers are ready to pay top dollars for it.  But this week, Attorney 

General Mukul Rohatgi, citing a 1954 judgment, told the Supreme Court that Indian citizens cannot claim privacy as a fundamental 

right. As such, he said, the Adhaar exercise cannot be scrapped on grounds of privacy. 

  

Read more: http://www.outlookindia.com/article/alarm-bells-on-aadhar/294916 

Date Accessed: 24.07.2015 
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Table 1: General Inflation Rates in Indian States: May 2015 (%) 

States Rural Urban General 

All India 5.68 4.88 5.17 

Northern Region    

Jammu & Kashmir 9.88 4.77 7.78 

Himachal Pradesh 11.26 4.31 9.44 

Punjab 9.45 6.70 8.07 

Chandigarh 13.46 0.55 0.98 

Uttarakhand 4.41 4.76 5.65 

Haryana 7.14 6.91 9.17 

Delhi 8.51 6.46 8.57 

Uttar Pradesh 3.80 3.76 5.39 

Western Region    

Rajasthan 7.60 7.42 4.98 

Gujarat 3.68 6.75 4.27 

Maharashtra 7.73 4.78 9.14 

Goa 8.75 7.92 3.15 

Lakshadweep 15.06 3.89 16.25 

Daman & Die 13.95 11.40 5.05 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli 19.79 7.34 17.09 

Central Region    

Madhya Pradesh 5.21 6.75 4.27 

Chattishgarh 11.47 5.15 4.99 

Southern Region    

Andhra Pradesh 5.02 - - 

Karnakata 7.35 4.73 3.21 

Kerala 6.60 3.23 3.36 

Tamil Nadu 4.82 4.60 10.34 

Puducherry 15.09 8.77 0.52 

Andaman & Nicobar Island 11.65 2.44 6.96 

Northeastern Region    

Arunachal Pradesh 9.14 5.50 9.75 

Assam 6.29 3.68 3.84 

Manipur 20.64 6.46 21.20 

Meghalaya -2.13 7.47 -4.57 

Mizoram 8.52 12.81 10.36 

Nagaland 15.05 4.49 2.77 

Tripura 9.66 -1.92 6.37 

Sikkim 9.93 2.79 8.81 

Eastern Region    

Bihar 3.90 3.59 -0.19 

Jharkhand 5.25 2.76 5.94 

West Bengal -0.81 1.94 1.79 

Odisha 9.01 2.72 9.01 

 Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index (CPI) data of 

MOSPI.  

 There is one month time lag in CPI data (From the month February 2015 onwards the New Series is introduced with 

base 2012=100) provided by MOSPI, Government of India.  

 The 2014 May data at state-level with base 2010 is here converted to new base 2012 with linking factors of MOSPI 

1.22, 1.20 and 1.21 for rural, urban and combined respectively  
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74 % Think India Doing Good Economically 
(Daily Pioneer, July 23, 2015) 

 

More Indians are today bullish about the country's economic state than they were a year ago as nearly three-fourth believe the 

economy is doing well, despite concerns about a worldwide recovery, according to a new study. Pew Research in a report released 

yesterday said 74 per cent of Indians they interviewed believed the country's economic conditions are good, a 10 per cent jump 

from a year ago. 

 

Read more: http://www.dailypioneer.com/india-abroad/74-pc-indians-think-countrys-economic-conditions-good-pew.html 

Date Accessed: 23.7.2015 
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POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE  
 

Government of India‟s Smart Cities Project “Ignores” Poor Slum-Dwelling Children: 

PwC, Save the Children Report 
(Counterview, July 20, 2015) 

 
Pricewaterhouse Coopers and Save the Children have brought out a report contending that the conceptualization of GOI‟s smart 

city project is exclusively dominated by the interests of the new middle class. It clearly ignores the problems and priorities of the 

urban poor, especially slum-dwelling children. 

 
Read More: http://www.counterview.net/2015/07/govt-of-indias-smart-cities-project.html 

Date Accessed: 23.7.2015 

 

Modi Wants the DNA Profiling Bill Passed Right Away. Here‟s Why It Shouldn‟t Be. 
(Vasudevan Mukunth, The Wire, July 24, 2015) 

 
The Human DNA Profiling Bill that the government wants to pass is one of the most intrusive enactments of its kind in the world. 

The proposed law fails on four levels – reliability, costs, privacy and accountability. If passed in its current form, it could 

jeopardise the integrity of sensitive biological information. 

 

Read more: http://thewire.in/2015/07/24/modi-wants-the-dna-profiling-bill-passed-right-away-heres-why-it-shouldnt-be-6922/ 

Date Accessed: 24.7.2015 

 

Shivraj Singh Chouhan Plans Ordinance to Rename, Revamp Vyapam 
(Deshdeep Saxena, Times of India, July 24, 2015) 

  

The Madhya Pradesh government will take the ordinance route to rechristen and overhaul the tainted examination and recruitment 

agency, Vyapam, after it failed to bring a bill in the monsoon session of the state assembly, which lasted all of three days.  

  

Read more: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Shivraj-Singh-Chouhan-plans-ordinance-to-rename-revamp-

Vyapam/articleshow/48195797.cms 

Date Accessed: 24.07.2015 

 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

Real Estate Business Likely to Revive in Bihar 
(Bihar times, July 23, 2015) 

 
The real estate market in Bihar is likely to revive after a two years of slump. The Patna Municipal Corporation (PMC) had last 

week initiated the process of registration of builders with even the much-delayed city master plan being given priority before 

approval. The urban development and housing department, through a notification issued on December 13, 2012, imposed a ban on 

approval of maps for any multi-storied buildings above the height of 11 metres till the new building bylaws come into effect. The 

idea behind registration of builders is to allow only legitimate people to construct apartments. 

 

Read more: http://www.bihartimes.in/Newsbihar/2015/July/newsbihar21July1.html 

Date Accessed: 23.7.2015 
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GOVERNMENT 
 

Government‟s new NCS Employment Portal a Joke; Astrology, Palmistry Listed as 

Professions 
(Rajeev Shrivastava, Janta Ka Reporter, July 24, 2015) 

  

Prime Minister Mr. Nrandra Modi launched a web poral of the National Career Service Centre on 20
th

 July 2015 to provide on 

stop centre for job seekers and employers. Interestingly, such an important site is also cloured in saffron. Palmistry, astrology etc 

are listed as professions. This does not suit the government until it is thinking about bringing the Rig Veda period back. Even 

pawn brokers are listed as professionals. Isn‟t this shocking? 

  

Read more: http://www.jantakareporter.com/oped/governments-new-nsc-employment-portal-a-joke-astrology-palmistry-listed-as-

professions/7995 

Date Accessed: 26.3.2015 

 

Indian activist claims Modi Government 'Vendetta' 
(AFP, July 24, 2105) 

 

A long-time critic of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi over religious riots 13 years ago says an investigation into allegations 

she received illegal funding is a "vendetta" designed to silence her. 

 

Activist Teesta Setalvad told AFP she was being targeted by the government because of her fierce criticism of Modi following 

deadly violence in Gujarat state in 2002 when he was chief minister. 

 

"It's nothing short of a vendetta because even if it were to be seen as an offence, it's an economic offence if at all, and it should be 

examined by the courts," she said. 

 

Read more: http://tribune.com.pk/story/925613/indian-activist-claims-modi-government-vendetta/ 

Date Accessed: 24.07.2015 

 

HEALTH 
 

Grim State of Child and Maternal Health 
(Frontline Magazine, July 23, 2015) 

 

A selective release of a household-cum-facility-based survey conducted by the Women and Child Development Ministry and the 

United Nations Children‟s Fund (UNICEF) in 28 States and the Union Territory of Delhi shows that there is much left to be done 

with regard to child and maternal health. A survey was conducted in 2013-14 to strengthen the existing data system on women and 

children which was kept under wraps by the NDA for almost a year. It is assumed this was done to cover up the dismal state in 

these sectors. 

 

Read more: http://www.frontline.in/the-nation/grim-picture/article7443629.ece?homepage=true 

Date Accessed: 23.7.2015 

 

World‟s First Malarial Vaccination Approved 
(Al Jazeera news, July 23, 2015) 

 

The world's first malaria vaccine has received a green light from European drugs regulators who recommended it should be 

licensed for use in babies in Africa who are at risk of the mosquito-borne disease. The shot, called RTS,S or Mosquirix, would be 

the first licensed human vaccine against a parasitic disease and could help prevent millions of cases of malaria in countries that 
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use it. The vaccine was developed by British drugmaker GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) in partnership with the PATH Malaria Vaccine 

Initiative. Mosquirix, also part-funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 

 

Read more: http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/07/world-malaria-vaccination-approved-150724055510421.html 

Date Accessed: 23.7.2015 

 

14-Year-Old Rape Survivor Not Allowed to Terminate 24-Week Pregnancy by Gujarat 

High Court 
(Huffington Post India, July 24, 2015) 

  

The Gujarat High Court dismissed a petition filed by the father of a 14-year-old rape victim seeking permission for termination of 

her pregnancy. Justice Abhilasha Kumari refused permission on the ground that the existing law does not allow termination of 

pregnancy after 20 weeks. In this case, the pregnancy was in the 24th week. In April, in a similar case, the High Court had denied 

permission to terminate pregnancy of a rape victim from Botad town as the foetus was 28 weeks old. 

  

Read more: http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2015/07/24/gujarat-high-court-pregnancy_n_7862000.html?utm_hp_ref=india 

Date Accessed: 24.07.2015 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

Parliamentary Standing Committee Rejects TSR Subramanian Report on 

Environmental Laws 
(Srestha Banerjee, Down To Earth, July 24, 2015) 

  

The High-Level Committee, chaired by former cabinet secretary TSR Subramanian, was entrusted with the task of reviewing and 

suggesting amendments in environment-related laws in 2014. 

 

The department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee on Science & Technology chaired by Ashwani Kumar, that was 

reviewing the HLC report, has instead recommended that the government should constitute a new committee to review the laws. 

Read more: http://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/parliamentary-standing-committee-rejects-t-s-r-subramanian-report-on-

environmental-laws-50577 

Date Accessed: 24.07.2015 

 

GLOBALIZATION 
 

Can India And China Manage Their Bilateral Issues on a Multilateral Platform Like 

the AIIB? 
(Jhinuk Chowdhury, Huffington Post India, July 24, 2015) 

  

China has set the stage for a new world order with its Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). Among the 57 founding 

members, India is the second largest shareholder in the bank after China with an 8% stake. With infrastructure being one of the 

key facets of India's economic growth, New Delhi's entry into the AIIB is seen as a great feat. However, at multilateral levels, 

while India's and China's interests converge on economic issues, they diverge considerably on political and strategic matters. 

  

Read more: http://www.huffingtonpost.in/jhinuk-chowdhury/can-india-and-china-manag_b_7802618.html?utm_hp_ref=india 

Date Accessed: 24.07.2015 
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AGRICULTURE 
 

Did the Number of Farmer Suicides Really Halve Last Year? 
(Livemint, July 23, 2015) 

 

New form of reporting, based on the distinction between farmers and farm hands, shifting the farm deaths from the self-employed 

farmer category to the agricultural labour category, is the reason behind the new figures. This dubious measure, rather than an 

increase in the agricultural productivity, appears to be the real reason behind the decrease in farmer deaths. 

  

Read more: http://www.livemint.com/Politics/LE0II4gii1GyknGBTdKnuO/The-number-of-farmer-suicides-halved-last-year-

Really.html  

Date Accessed: 23.07.15 

 

Crop Insurance Scheme Still a Distant Dream for J&K Farmers 
(Javaid Naikoo, Early Times Report, July,23, 2015) 

 

As state government is still uncertain about introducing Crop Insurance Scheme, the massive crop loss worth Rs 3675 crore and 

washing away of 3800 hectares of land during last year's floods is yet to open eyes of authorities. 

 

As per official figures, loss to crops and fruits which include apple orchards, paddy, maize fields and vegetable gardens in 10 

districts of Kashmir besides Leh district of Ladakh division, around 38000 hectares of land was either completely washed away or 

damaged by floods of September 2014. 

 

Read more: http://earlytimesnews.com/newsdet.aspx?q=154889 

Date Accessed: 24.07.2015 

  

LAW AND JUSTICE 
 

Courts Must Stay Away in Matters of National Security 
(One India News, July 23, 2015) 

 

The government in its affidavit filed before the Delhi High Court in the case of clearance of Sun TV states that the government 

comes to a conclusion on a certain subject after taking into consideration various aspects. The Intelligence Bureau gives its inputs 

and before the decision becomes actionable in nature, there are various agencies which scrutinize the information. The High Court 

cannot sit in judgment over such decisions and it is best that the authorities in charge of security take a call on matters of national 

interest the government also submitted. 

 

Read more: http://www.oneindia.com/india/in-matters-national-security-courts-must-stay-away-1816072.html 

Date Accessed: 23.7.2015 

 

Reservation Bill Unlikely in Parliament 
(The Statesman, July 24, 2015) 

  

"The issue involved needs careful consideration on the basis of consensus among all political parties before a bill for amendment 

in the Constitution is brought before Parliament," Law Minister D V Sadananda Gowda said in a written reply to the Rajya Sabha 

on being asked whether the government has taken steps to provide for 33 per cent reservation to women in the lower house as well 

as state assemblies. 

  

Read more: http://www.thestatesman.com/news/latest-headlines/reservation-bill-unlikely-in-

parl/77670.html#mZ0wwdy7jxM7LrFC.99  

Date Accessed: 24.07.2015 
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States Get Conditional Power to Release Life Convicts 
(Indian Awaaz, July 24, 2015) 
 

The Supreme Court on Thursday allowed state governments to exercise power of remission to release life convicts with a rider 

that this will not apply to cases probed by central agencies like CBI and for those incarcerated under central laws such as TADA. 

 

Read more: http://theindianawaaz.com/top-awaaz/sc-gives-states-conditionl-power-to-release-life-convicts/ 

Date Accessed: 24.07.2015 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNALISM 
 

Govt Orders Blocking of Websites Inciting Religious Intolerance 
(Free Press Journal, July 27, 2015) 

  

In the wake of terror groups using Internet to incite religious intolerance, the government has ordered blocking of at least 40 

webpages with inflammatory content relating to a minority community, including posts on social media and popular video-sharing 

platforms. 

  

Read More: http://www.freepressjournal.in/govt-orders-blocking-of-websites-inciting-religious-intolerance/ 

Date Accessed: 27.3.2015 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 

The case of Sustainable Poverty in Rural India 
(Devinder Sharma, indiatogether.org, July 22, 2015) 

 

The recently released socio-economic survey released by the government of India has once again shows the miserable state of 

rural India. With the highest income of an earning member in 75 % of the rural households not exceeding Rs 5,000 a month, and 

with 51% households surviving on manual labour as the primary source of income, the socio-economic survey has exposed the 

dark underbelly of rural India. Whether it was Garibi Hatao or Shining India, all the talk of development has not enabled rural 

India to emerge out of poverty. Whether we like it or not, poverty has remained robustly sustainable. 

 

Read more: http://indiatogether.org/poverty-in-rural-india-poverty 

Date Accessed: 24.07.2015 
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India and World 
 

 INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
 

China Imposes Harsh Fines on Uber Taxi Service 
(zdnet.com, July 23, 2015) 

 

While taxi-hailing apps are pushing for a legitimate identity in China, Shanghai local authorities have enhanced fines on both 

drivers and companies providing such services. Drivers in Shanghai who utilize taxi-hailing apps in China backed by Internet 

giants like Alibaba and Uber to provide taxi services, now face penalties including 10,000 yuan ($1,611) fines and suspension of 

driver's license for three to six months. 

 

Read more: http://www.zdnet.com/article/china-imposes-harsh-fines-on-uber-alike-services/ 

Date Accessed: 23.7.2015 
 

MIDDLE-EAST 
 

Iran Says No „Emergency‟ in Getting Oil Dues of Over Rs 41,000 crore from India 
(The Indian Express, July 22, 2015) 

  

Seeking to leverage delegation-level visits to grab a chunk of investment inflows into the Indian economy, Iran rules out that India 

needs to urgently reimburse the payments due in its oil import bill owed to the country. With the lifting of the sanctions by the 

West, Iran seeks an alternative settlement mechanism with its second biggest oil customer, India, which continued to maintain 

trade relations with Iran despite the sanctions. 

 

Read more: 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/iran-says-no-emergency-in-getting-oil-dues-of-over-rs-41000-crore-from-india/ 

Date Accessed: 23.07.15 
 

AMERICAS 
 

Obama Admits US Gun Laws are his 'Biggest Frustration' 
(BBC, July 24, 2015) 

  

President Barack Obama has admitted that his failure to pass "common sense gun safety laws" in the US is the greatest frustration 

of his presidency. 

 

In an interview with the BBC, Mr Obama said it was "distressing" not to have made progress on the issue "even in the face of 

repeated mass killings". 

  

Read more: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-33646704 

Date Accessed: 24.07.2015 
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