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Short Edit 

Dear Reader,  

 

We bring to you this week, our third cover story from the Trafficking Series. The cover story focuses 

on trafficking for sexual exploitation. Each time we research about trafficking, be it in relation to 

labour, sex work or organ trade a consistent picture of victims from vulnerable sections of society, 

middle persons and powerful syndicate. This is applicable to trafficking worldwide and not just India. 

For example United Kingdom, too has been witnessing a steady rise of trafficking of women from 

under developed countries in the pretext of employment. Once the women arrive, their passports are 

taken away and they are sold off to prostitution rings  or to individuals. Very often the women who are 

trafficked are unaware of the laws of the land and so not know the language which further impedes 

any attempt at freedom from the clutches of their exploiters. In India, there is a similar pattern. 

Women from within the country, especially from tribal dominated states and from countries like Nepal 

and Bangladesh are trafficked and then sold off to brothels. Statistics show that every year 5,000-

10,000 Nepali girls and women are trafficked to India. There is also a demand for „brides‟ to produce 

male children in states with low sex ratio. 

 

Robert Friedman wrote in 1996, “The red light district in Bombay generates at least $400 million per 

annum in revenue, with 100000 prostitutes serving 365 days a year, at the average rate of 6 customers 

per day at $2 each.” Sex tourism involving underage girls still remains a highly profitable business, a 

billion-a-year industry in 2009, with a 30 percent increase from previous years. There is no one 

answer to dealing with trafficking. It is a combination of laws, institutions and bureaucracy and 

efforts of citizens which can help deal with trafficking and the victims. In this cover story we bring you 

a snap shot of various case studies of how girls and women fall prey to false promises of employment 

and escape from poverty and also why rehabilitation does not always work.  

 

We would also like to inform our readers that in order to make our format more „reader friendly „ we 

have a shortened version of the policy news from now on.   

 

 

 

Dr. Sushree Panigrahi 

Fellow, RGICS  
 

 

 



 
RGICS POLICY WATCH       
 Policy Highlights | Quick Analysis | Insights 

 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Volume : 3, Issue- 47                                                   Date : 29-06-2015 

 

In This Issue 
 

 

COVER STORY: 

 Trapped in a Cage: Trafficking for Sexual Exploitation 

 

HEADLINE OF THE WEEK: 

 Cracking Solution to Cascading Effect of 1% Tax over GST to be Tough 

 Debroy Committee Report Irks Railway Employees 

 Prime Minister‟s Labour Reforms are the Wrong Fix 

 

SECTION 1: THE ECONOMY  

 

 Critics of World Bank Projects Intimidated 

 Make (Entrepreneurs) in India 

 Investment Outflows Slip 81% on Weak Global Climate 

 

SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

 

 Politics and Governance: RSS Affiliates against Land Bill; Parliament Canteens Run Up Crores in Food Subsidy 

 Development: Time Ripe for Debate on City Governments in India 

 Health: Why India Must Face Up to a Bigger Problem than Instant Noodles 

 Environment: Institutes Lay Waste to Western Ghats System; The World is heading towards Mass Extinction 

 

SECTION 3: SOCIETY 

 Social Justice: Increase in Crimes against Dalits; Sending Juveniles to Jail is Counterproductive: India Must 

Reconsider the JJ Act Amendment 

 

SECTION 4: INDIA AND THE WORLD 

 International Affairs: New UN Study Calls for Major Surge in AIDS Treatment to Avoid 'Catastrophic' Resurgence 

of HIV 

 

SECTION 5: OPINIONS/ BOOKS 

 Opinions: The Essential Discussion Should be About the Poisons in Our Food Chain 



 
RGICS POLICY WATCH       
 Insights | Analysis  | Policy Highlights 

 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Volume : 3, Issue- 47                                                   Date : 29-06-2015 

 

Cover Story 

Trapped in a Cage: Trafficking for Sexual Exploitation 
 

This is the third in the series of articles on „Understanding Trafficking in India‟. The following article traces the trajectory of 

exploitation of the victim experienced from recruitment to rehabilitation.   

 

Introduction  

 

Trafficking for sexual exploitation in India is growing and spreading rapidly. As per the Ministry of Women and Child Development 

estimates three million females are involved in forced prostitution. A National Commission for Women report postulated that more 

than half the districts in the country, over 300, are affected by trafficking for sexual trade. Over 1,794 places of origin for female 

trafficking have been identified and 1,016 areas where sexual trade activities take place. At any given time 20,000 females are being 

transported from one part of the country to another for the purpose of sexual trade (Pandey et al, 2013). An enormous syndicate with 

networks at various levels- from villages to the bureaucracy is working to run this billion-dollar industry. 

 

The cover story hopes to highlight the layers of exploitation that a victim of trafficking goes through in the process of recruitment, 

sexual work and rehabilitation.  

 

Recruitment and Trafficking  

 

The entire process of exploitation of women and girls through trafficking is very organized and well managed. Trafficking agents 

play an important role in this entire process, as they are the one who take advantage of people‟s need for employment and poverty. 

Take the story of 15-year-oldSugna Kumari of a remote village in Rajasthan (DNA on February 2, 2012). Sugna‟s life changed due 

to a friendly stranger who visited her village. The stranger approached the tribals, which included Sugna and many other girls, living 

in the village promising them employment.  Sugna said, “Those people told me that they will give me lot of money for the work. A 

big car came to my village that night and took me and my friends to Gujarat.” Their hopes of improving their lives and earning good 

money was shattered when they found out that they have to work as slaves and provide sexual services.  

 

Not just in Rajasthan, thousands of young girls from extremely vulnerable families from various parts of the country are enticed by 

agents who promise a better life and then force the girls into sexual exploitation. Most times it is the families from the socially and 

economically vulnerable section that fall prey to this trap. These include disadvantaged communities such as Tribals, Dalits and 

Muslims of Jharkhand, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Northeastern states. Prajwala, an NGO 

working with trafficked victims notes that the traffickers appear to be friendly and genuinely concerned about the wellbeing of the 

people. They act upon the emotional and economic needs of the people, and offer their support to gain their trust and make them 

believe that they will sincerely help them secure a decent job. Analysis by the Economics Behind Forced Labour Report indicates 

that 60% of sexual exploitation rescued victims had agreed to leave their homes in search of employment.  

 

Families or victims are most often not aware that the young girls will be forced into flesh trade. However, there have been cases 

where family and relatives of the victims have sold them off to make quick money. However, it is not only middlemen and agents 

who hire children and women. Many times, family members and person known to the victim carry out trafficking for prostitution/ 

sexual services. STOP, an NGO working with trafficked victims narrates yet another story of abuse of trust. Mita and her friend were 

invited for a meal by her neighbor. Little did they know that this meal would change their lives. They found themselves drugged and 

consequently pushed into flesh trade. They were later rescued by STOP. Research has “highlighted that sisters of victims who were 

also working in prostitution would sometimes fetch younger siblings to be sold to brothels; mothers who were struggling to feed their 

children would agree to send their daughters away with pimps to work in prostitution; brother-in-laws would sell the victims in lieu 

of a lump sum payment” (Economics Behind Forced labour, 2014). 

 

According to an official report presented in Parliament by Ministry of Home Affairs in 2014, every year around one-lakh children go 

missing. Over 3.25 lakh children were missing between 2011 and 2014 (till June). More worrying is the fact that, half of them remain 

untraced (Tiwary, TOI, 2014). Human Right Commission of India in 2004 said the most of the missing children are trafficked. 

However, other estimates show the numbers are higher. Many of these kidnapped children are trafficked and disappear without a 

trace.  According to an estimate, around eight lakh women and children are trafficked each year across international borders, 80% 

ending in forced sex work. An estimate reveals that close to five lakh children are involved in prostitution in India (Joffers et al, 

2008). These data shows the large magnitude and wide spread exploitation of girls and women is ongoing in the country and many 

continue to live the life of everyday exploitation. Innumerable children and young girls go missing every year. Police and NGOs 

were able to rescue Sugna Kumari and Mita but most are not fortunate. 
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Working and Living Conditions of Victims 

 

After getting trapped in the commercial sex industry girls and other victims are then forced to provide sexual service. Most times 

they do not have choice over clients and are required to work all night. Soliciting for clients begins in the afternoon at about 1-2 pm 

and goes on till next morning 5-6 am. As per estimates in Mumbai, girls serve, on an average, up to 6 men a day (Joffers et al). Other 

estimates show that it could be as many as 10-15 clients a day (Economics Behind Forced Labour, 2014). Besides working all day, 

their living quarters and conditions are dismal- unhygienic and cramped. American photojournalist Mary Ellen Mark describes 

houses in Falkland Road in Mumbai, infamous for its brothels that are a destination for trafficked victims, as „cage like houses‟. A 

room size is about 12x10 feet (Economics Behind Forced Labour, 2014). Similar conditions exist in other parts of the country.  

Joffers et al describes brothels in Kolkata as consisting of several rooms (each with a bed), which are divided only by curtains. The 

living conditions are sometimes aptly described as „slave like‟ (Joffers et al).  

 

Possibility of refusing service to a client is almost negligible. Recounting her days at the brothel, Roshni, a rescued victim in her 

interview with UNODC says, "I was trapped and helpless. I was beaten with a ladle when I refused to work as a prostitute. I told 

them that my father would kill me if I got into this profession. The lady there said that she had paid for me and so I can't refuse. I 

would often think of my children and cry and would again get beaten up for that". She shows the marks of injury on her hands”  

(UNODC). Being beaten up by customers, pimps and brothel owner‟s is a regular part of the victim‟s life. Besides violence, brothel 

owners use various other means to control victims. When girls are brought to brothels they are often raped to break them (BBC, 

2013). Brothel owners also leverage the linguistic differences pervasive in India. Girls from the south and east of India are now 

increasingly procured to work in brothels in the north, reducing their ability to communicate and escape (Economics Behind Forced 

Labour, 2014). Many times owners force resisting victims by depriving them of food and water till they give in out of starvation 

(UNICEF, 2001).  

 

The owners of brothels and the pimps are not concerned about the health and well being of the girls and women.  . As mentioned 

earlier, the conditions in the brothels are terrible and lead to many diseases. Furthermore many diseases are passed on by the clients 

because use of condoms and protection is also not guaranteed. Aatmaja, a trafficked victim rescued by STOP, recalls a day when a 

customer came with whom none other girls refused to have sex with.  The brothel owner made Aatmaja have sex with him without a 

condom. Later she heard the other girls saying he had a serious medical problem. She asked the brothel owner about it she was told, 

„Why do you have to know this. Your life ends here, so why think about living longer.‟ When she was recused and tested, she was 

found to be HIV positive (Stop-india.org). Lack of adequate health care and protection not only leaves victims vulnerable to sexually 

transmitted diseases but also fuels its spread. It is a recognized fact that sex workers are one of the most vulnerable sections to 

HIV/AIDS. Studies that HIV prevalence amongst women in prostitution is as high as 45% in Mumbai, 26% in Mysore and 13% in 

Kolkata. Moreover, across the country surveys indicate that 40-80% women in prostitution have some symptom of sexually 

transmitted diseases. These included vaginal discharge, vaginal ulcers, Candidiases and Gardenalla among others (Joffers et al, 

2008).  

 

Such living and working conditions have a long terms impact on victims. UNICEF in its 2001 report titled „Commercial sexual 

exploitation and sexual abuse of children in South Asia‟ highlights that sexual abuse and exploitation results in physical injuries such 

as bruises and infections in the vagina and anus. Besides that, such harsh condition leads to mental and psychological trauma for the 

victim. The psychological and emotional impacts include depression, fear, mental disturbances, sleeping problem and low self-

esteem. The loss of an affirmative sense of self is a serious mental health impact that is often obscured in the processes and 

procedures involved in recovery and reintegration of the victims.  

 

Rescue and Rehabilitation  

 

Rescue and rehabilitation is a challenging task in India due to several factors. One reason is that the law agencies and police officer 

are often part of the trafficking racket. Haima, a trafficked victim rescued by STOP, says that police themselves were visitors. Other 

times, police and other officials who are supposed to rescue the victims are benefitting through bribes or corruption. Ina recalls, “I 

was arrested by the police and taken to jail for one month, but I was told by a policewoman, who was hand-in-glove with the brothel 

owners, that I was better off back at the brothel and should go back because I would just suffer and die in prison. I was told I would 

be paid all the money I have earned when I got back to the brothel. I was then sent back to the brothel by means of the policewoman 

who, at the time, was claiming to be my mother. For doing this, I discovered that the police woman was paid 5,000 rupees.” 

(UNODC). Transparency International points out that in India brothel owners and traffickers bribe local police and public officials in 

exchange for their silence and protection. 

 



 
RGICS POLICY WATCH       
 Insights | Analysis  | Policy Highlights 

 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Volume : 3, Issue- 47                                                   Date : 29-06-2015 

 

Cover Story 

Secondly, police very often find themselves ill equipped to handle cases and instead of capturing the perpetuator end up prosecuting 

the victim. Many law enforcement officials are ignorant of laws such as the Immoral Trafficking Prevention Act (ITPA). Also, due to 

general attitudes of society towards women in the flesh trade, instead of rescuing victims, police would criminalize them and lock 

them in jail. There have been many instances of police beating and raping victims as well. After all of this, the victims would become 

even more broken and would lose all semblance of hope in society or the justice system (Prajwalaindia.com.) 

 

The third factor being that even if the police and law agencies are trained in the law, the policy itself is not conducive to the victim. 

The ITPA is narrow in scope, does not offer adequate security and protection to the victims, and has often been used against the 

victims instead of the perpetrators. Victims are often booked (under the Section 8) instead of the traffickers, and that is the major 

loophole of the law. Seduction or solicitation for the purpose of prostitution in any public place is an offence. Such a loophole allows 

police to harass the victim and extract money and sexual favors from the victim. The law has no specific measures for the 

confiscation of assets amassed by the traffickers, nor there exist amenities for victims‟ protection. “Further, law does not suggest 

mandatory welfare services for the victims. Even the health care of the victims has not been adequately dealt with under 

rehabilitation services. Similarly, there is no mention of compulsory provisions regarding the role of the NGOs and the integration of 

rehabilitation with rescue” (Pandeyet al, 2013). Thus, the victim is not only vulnerable from the police but is also further exposed to 

exploitation by the current legislative framework.  

 

The last and possibly the most important factor is the moral strictures of the society, rooted in the broad understanding of the social 

and cultural position of women, which that prevent reintegration Many a times, recued victims return to sexual trade voluntarily due 

to economic necessity. . Stigma attached to trafficking and sex work leads to the victim being ostracized by the community. Victims 

are labeled as „lose characters‟ and are seen as „spoilt‟. Due to this, many times even the family is hesitant to accept them back. This 

prevents the victims from sharing their experience and warning others who might get trapped in a similar situation. (Pandet et al, 

2013). Prerna‟s story reflects this reality. Prema was in the brothel for a year and a half before she was rescued by an NGO.   She was 

taken to a government shelter home where she gave birth to a baby girl. But when she returned to her village, she was not welcomed 

and the leaders of the village kept abusing her saying she was „spoiling the character of other girls.‟ She and her daughter then fell ill, 

and out of desperation the NGO arranged for her to come out and live in the family home.  

 

Conclusion  

 

A trafficked victim goes through exploitation at all stages: from recruitment to rehabilitation. The middle men entice, the victim with 

promises of a better life or kidnapped and then forced into sexual service where they become nothing more exploited sexual slaves.  

The victim is further beaten, humiliated and pressured into submission for absolute control. The law enforcement official who the 

victim is supposed to turn to, are themselves perpetuators of the crime or end up holding the victim responsible for it. Even when she 

is rescued, the physical and mental trauma is too much to bear and even then, there is no assurance that the victim‟s family or 

community would accept the victim back. Trafficking thus works in a vicious cycle of misery and exploitation. The victim is literally 

and figuratively caught in a cage from where there is no escape. Even if they do manage to escape the society does not accept them 

back and they are caught in yet another quagmire.  

 

 

 

 

Prepared by: 

Jeet Singh & Shriyam Gupta 
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Cracking Solution to Cascading Effect of 1% Tax over GST to be Tough 
(Indivjal Dhasmana, Business Standard, June 23, 2015) 

  

A solution to the cascading effect of the contentious one per cent tax over the Goods and Services Tax (GST) might be difficult to 

arrive at. It has received flak from various quarters. Chief Economic Advisor Arvind Subramanian had criticised the provision, 

suggesting the government to reconsider it. The Congress had also demanded its withdrawal as one of the five conditions for its 

support for the GST Bill in the Rajya Sabha. 

  

Read more: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/cracking-solution-to-cascading-effect-of-1-tax-over-gst-to-be-

tough-115062300027_1.html 

Date Accessed: 24.6.2015 

 

 

Debroy Committee Report Irks Railway Employees 
(G Srinivasan, DNA, 23 June, 2015) 

 

The nub of the Debroy Committee‟s report rests on five pillars which include accounting reforms, unified entry (for prospective 

entrants from the private sector), independent regulator and decentralisation. The committee is of the view that liberalisation and not 

privatisation should foreground the entry of new operators into railway operations. The employees‟ union and the railway federation, 

however, do not share this view. These organisations perceive this policy to be no different from an overt bid to weed out the existing 

staff and make the system “leaner and fitter” to face potential rivals from the private sector. 

  

Read more: http://www.dnaindia.com/analysis/column-debroy-committee-report-irks-railway-employees-2097962 

Date Accessed: 24.6.2015 

 

Prime Minister’s Labour Reforms are the Wrong Fix 

(Harsh Kapoor, Catch News.com, 23 June, 2015) 

  

The Government‟s plan is to unify three major labour laws the Trade Unions Act, the Industrial Disputes Act and the Industrial 

Employment (Standing Orders) Act - into a single code for industrial relations. Besides, a new labour law will be enacted for micro, 

small and medium industrial units. The Trade Unions claim the changes will make it easier for large companies to fire workers; 

reduce the size of the organised sector; and clip the wings of trade unions. 

  

Read more: http://www.catchnews.com/india-news/split-wide-open-industry-experts-and-insiders-debate-proposed-labour-reforms-

1434976389.html 

Date Accessed: 24.6.2015 
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Table 1: General Inflation Rates in Indian States: May 2015 (%) 

States Rural Urban General 

All India 5.68 4.88 5.17 

Northern Region    

Jammu & Kashmir 9.88 4.77 7.78 

Himachal Pradesh 11.26 4.31 9.44 

Punjab 9.45 6.70 8.07 

Chandigarh 13.46 0.55 0.98 

Uttarakhand 4.41 4.76 5.65 

Haryana 7.14 6.91 9.17 

Delhi 8.51 6.46 8.57 

Uttar Pradesh 3.80 3.76 5.39 

Western Region    

Rajasthan 7.60 7.42 4.98 

Gujarat 3.68 6.75 4.27 

Maharashtra 7.73 4.78 9.14 

Goa 8.75 7.92 3.15 

Lakshadweep 15.06 3.89 16.25 

Daman & Die 13.95 11.40 5.05 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli 19.79 7.34 17.09 

Central Region    

Madhya Pradesh 5.21 6.75 4.27 

Chattishgarh 11.47 5.15 4.99 

Southern Region    

Andhra Pradesh 5.02 - - 

Karnakata 7.35 4.73 3.21 

Kerala 6.60 3.23 3.36 

Tamil Nadu 4.82 4.60 10.34 

Puducherry 15.09 8.77 0.52 

Andaman & Nicobar Island 11.65 2.44 6.96 

Northeastern Region    

Arunachal Pradesh 9.14 5.50 9.75 

Assam 6.29 3.68 3.84 

Manipur 20.64 6.46 21.20 

Meghalaya -2.13 7.47 -4.57 

Mizoram 8.52 12.81 10.36 

Nagaland 15.05 4.49 2.77 

Tripura 9.66 -1.92 6.37 

Sikkim 9.93 2.79 8.81 

Eastern Region    

Bihar 3.90 3.59 -0.19 

Jharkhand 5.25 2.76 5.94 

West Bengal -0.81 1.94 1.79 

Odisha 9.01 2.72 9.01 

 Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index (CPI) data of 

MOSPI.  

 There is one month time lag in CPI data (From the month February 2015 onwards the New Series is introduced with 

base 2012=100) provided by MOSPI, Government of India.  

 The 2014 May data at state-level with base 2010 is here converted to new base 2012 with linking factors of MOSPI 

1.22, 1.20 and 1.21 for rural, urban and combined respectively  
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Critics of World Bank Projects Intimidated 
(The Hindu, June 23, 2015) 

  

Indian government and company officials engaged in widespread use of intimidation, including threats of physical violence and 

death, against outspoken members of communities that stand to be displaced or otherwise affected by World Bank-financed 

projects, according to a scathing report this week from a major human rights group. 

  

Read more: http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/critics-of-world-bank-projects-intimidated-report/article7343509.ece 

Date Accessed: 23.06.2015 
 

Make (Entrepreneurs) in India 
(Soumik Roy, Huffington Post, 24 June, 2015) 

  

The Prime Minister acknowledged the contribution of small businesses to India's economy in a letter dated 31st March 2015 and 

launched a handful of programs to support micro and small businesses, but that might not be enough. India's entrepreneurs are 

coming up short - they seem to have the spirit but not the right tools. The 2015 Global Entrepreneurship Index (GEI) puts India at 

rank 104, falling 13 places from the 2014 rankings, below countries like Gambia, Benin and Liberia. 

  

Read more:http://www.huffingtonpost.in/soumik-roy/make-entrepreneurs-in-ind_b_7642640.html?utm_hp_ref=india 

Date Accessed: 25.6.2015 

 

Investment Outflows Slip 81% on Weak Global Climate 
(Nayanima Basu, Business Standard, June 23, 2015) 

  

The foreign investment outflow from India has contracted by 81.38 per cent. It has reduced from $9.40 billion in April-March 

2013-2014 to $1.75 billion during 2014-2015. The biggest fall was seen in Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) segment, which 

dropped by 68.04 per cent during the same period. 

 

Read more: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/foreign-investment-outflows-plummet-82-on-weak-global-

investment-cycle-115062200900_1.html4 

Date Accessed: 24.6.2015 
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POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE  
 

RSS Affiliates against Land Bill 
(The Hindu, June 23, 2015) 

  

In a major embarrassment to the Modi government, on Monday, three RSS affiliates that appeared before the Joint Parliamentary 

Committee examining the controversial Land Acquisition Bill, opposed the changes sought to be made to the 2013 Act enacted 

during UPA rule. The Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh (BMS), the Bharatiya Kisan Sangh(BKS) and the Akhil Bharatiya Vanvasi 

Kalyan Ashram (ABVKA) – all RSS affiliates – made it clear that they were not happy about the proposed changes despite 

pressure from the BJP-led NDA government to fall in line. 

  

Read more: http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/three-rss-affiliates-speak-out-against-land-bill/article7343507.ece 

Date Accessed: 23.06.2015 

 

Parliament Canteens Run Up Crores in Food Subsidy 
(Report, The New Indian Express, 23 June, 2015) 

  

A mutton curry for Rs 20, chicken curry for Rs 29, boiled rice Rs 4, so is boiled egg, masala dosa for Rs 6, vada for Rs 2, puri 

with veg for Rs 2, non-veg meal for Rs 33, and a three course lunch for Rs 61, veg/egg/chicken sandwiches at just Rs 3/4/6, 

burger for Rs 17, pizza for Rs 20, low fat cream with fruits for Rs 19, custard with fruits for Rs 23. This 95 item menu is not from 

a Socialist-run Restaurant at the end of the Universe, but from the four canteens at the Parliament in Delhi, where many legislators 

are increasingly pushing for subsidy cuts in food, fuel and fertilisers among other things. 

  

Read more: http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/Parliament-Canteens-Run-Up-Crores-in-Food-

Subsidy/2015/06/23/article2882263.ece 

 Date Accessed: 24.6.2015 

 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

Time Ripe for Debate on City Governments in India 
(The Scroll, June 22, 2015) 

  

400 million people are headed to India's cash-strapped cities. The time is ripe for debate on city governments in India, specially 

the state of finances of urban local bodies in India. The share of property tax, which is the mainstay of municipal revenues in 

India, in the country‟s GDP is lower than the global average; it is also lower than most of its BRICS counterparts. While local 

governments in China get 25% of total public revenue, it is only 3% in India, indicating the parlous state of finances in India‟s 

burgeoning towns and cities. 

  

Read more: http://scroll.in/article/735962/400-million-people-are-headed-to-indias-cash-strapped-cities 

Date Accessed: 23.06.2015 
 

HEALTH 
 

Why India Must Face Up to a Bigger Problem than Instant Noodles 
(Report, Down to Earth, 23, June, 2015) 

  

In India, the maximum permissible limit for lead in a product is 2.5 parts per million. FSSAI reports that the majority of packet 

noodles tested had lead content above this threshold to levels high as 17 ppm being recorded. The problem is that there is no safe 

limit for lead exposure in children, who are often regular consumers of instant noodles. It has been reported that more than one 

third of children in India now have blood lead levels greater than 10 µg/dL, a level unequivocally associated with harmful effects 
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on the developing brain. Lead also enters the drinking water. At least a third of India‟s major cities have reported elevated lead 

levels in tap water above the ten parts per billion the maximum recommended by the World Health Organisation. 

  

Read more: http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/maggi-gate-why-india-must-face-bigger-problem-instant-noodles 

Date Accessed: 26.6.2015 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

Institutes Lay Waste to Western Ghats System 
(Tehelka, June 27, 2015) 

  

A number of educational and religious institutions, illegally set up along the migratory routes of elephants in the Western Ghats, 

are disturbing the fragile ecosystem and leading to loss of both human and animal life. Both environmentalists and government 

authorities confirm that at least two dozen institutions have come up in the foothills of the Western Ghats in Coimbatore district, 

encroaching on traditional migratory paths of wild elephants.  

  

Read more: http://www.tehelka.com/institutes-lay-waste-to-the-western-ghats/ 

Date Accessed: 23.06.2015 

 

The World is Heading Towards Mass Extinction 
(Down To Earth, June 20, 2015) 

  

We are now entering the sixth great mass extinction event, says a study by Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment. 

Published on Friday, in journal Science Advances, the research calls for an intense action on conservation of endangered species. 

According to the study, even with extremely conservative estimates, species are disappearing by up to about 100 times faster than 

the normal rate between mass extinctions or the background rate. 

 

Read more: http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/world-heading-towards-mass-extinction-study-suggests  

Date Accessed: 22.06.2015 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 

Increase in Crimes against Dalits 
(Pragya Tiwari, Catch news.com, 24, June, 2015) 

  

In 2013, overall, there was a 17.1% increase in crimes against Dalits. The Prevention of Atrocities against Scheduled Caste and 

Tribe Act has not curbed violence against Dalits. Only 5% of total cases result in conviction, and the rate is declining steadily. 

UPA 2 Cabinet cleared the updated Bill in 2013, but it couldn't be passed in Parliament. Ordinance was passed, but NDA govt 

allowed it to lapse. Then later on sent it to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Social Justice and Empowerment. Committee 

cleared it late last year with minor changes, but govt hasn't moved on it yet. 

 

Read more:http://www.catchnews.com/india-news/forget-symbolism-honour-ambedkar-by-giving-dalits-dignity-

1435042451.html 

Date Accessed: 24.6.2015 
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Society 

Sending Juveniles to Jail is Counterproductive: India Must Reconsider the JJ Act 

Amendment  
(The Indian Express, June 22, 2015) 

 

In May, the Lok Sabha ignored the recommendations of its standing committee and passed an amended Juvenile Justice (Care and 

Protection of Children) Bill, 2014. The amendment allows children between 16 and 18 years of age accused of committing 

“heinous” crimes to be tried as adults. If the juvenile justice system is meant to be reformative, the new amendment is a move in 

entirely the wrong direction. Given that the bill is yet to clear Rajya Sabha, the government could still limit the damage and 

withdraw its ill-considered proposal.  

 

Read more:http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/no-place-for-kids/ 

Date Accessed: 26.6.2015 

 

 

 

 

New UN Study Calls for Major Surge in AIDS Treatment to Avoid 'Catastrophic' 

Resurgence of HIV  
(United Nations News Centre, June 25, 2015) 

 

As per a study by Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and The Lancet, the world risks a deadly AIDS rebound unless 

the countries most affected by the virus expand access to antiretroviral treatments and boost their focus on stopping new 

infections. 

 

Read more: http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51247 

Date Accessed: 26.6.2015 

India and World 
 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/no-place-for-kids/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51247
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OPINIONS 
 

The Essential Discussion Should be About the Poisons in Our Food Chain 
(Economic and Political Weekly, June 20, 2015) 

 

The presence of lead in what was a household name - Maggi Noodles - has triggered a much-needed debate on food safety 

standards in India. Unfortunately, as with most such debates, attention tends to focus on the specifics, in this instance the 

culpability of the multinational company Nestle.  

 

Read More: http://www.epw.in/editorials/noodle-muddle.html 
Date Accessed: 26.6.2015 
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