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Short Edit 

Dear Reader, 

 

Physical geography has always remained paramount in the discourse of human civilization, though it’s impact 

was not systematically studied and measured for several centuries. Growing ideas of economic development 

along with fast urbanization has to a very large extent extracted and experimented with nature and squeezed 

its space to sustain. This has challenged global ecosystem and has started causing severe causalities. Natural 

disaster now has become one of the most thriving areas of environmental science and policy research, which is 

defined as any catastrophic event that is caused by nature or natural processes of the earth. The severity of a 

disaster is measured in terms of degree of damage caused towards humanity, like lives lost, economic loss, and 

also the ability of the population to rebuild and relocate. But with improved technology, scientists and 

geologists today can predict major disasters like storms, blizzards and cyclones. But some of the other severe 

disasters like earthquakes, floods, wildfires, landslides, or even volcanic eruptions are yet to see a precision 

level in prediction. Nepal earthquake in recent times is one such example, which could devastate the nation. 

Natural disasters still alarmingly kill about a lakh of people every year and victimize about 124.5 million 

people worldwide. The average annual global disaster frequency is about 390, and its yearly economic 

damages is about 143 billion US $ (Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters). Indian 

subcontinent is one such most disaster prone areas, and is being struck by numerous calamities, endless 

killings and enormous economic damages and social distress. Most of these are due to increasing pressure on 

natural resources and making climate to change for worst to a fast rate, and not followed by any strong 

counter measures on green policies. Thus human sufferings have been endless. Heat wave is one such 

phenomenon which takes away several lives every year, especially the vulnerable groups who are exposed to 

work without protection and safeguards. In India various states are badly affected, and in 2015, a record 

number of about 2000 people have lost lives in this catastrophe only in Andhra Pradesh and Telengana. A 

severe lack of policy empathy has been unfortunately making the consequence of these events more alarming. 

Our cover story has captured this issue of heat wave in India, and has brought out the degree of severity of this 

disaster, which may now occur more frequently in the coming years due to global warming and increasing 

heat. It therefore suggests an immediate policy intervention to minimize its miserable impacts on people of the 

country. Hope our readers find it useful.  

 

 

 

 

Rakhee Bhattacharya, 

Associate Director, RGICS  
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Natural Disasters and India’s Vulnerability: Case of Heat Wave in 2015 
 
Introduction 
The Indian subcontinent is among the world's most disaster prone areas. Almost 85% of India‘s area is vulnerable to one or more 

hazards. Of the 28 states and 7 union territories, 22 are disaster-prone. It is vulnerable to wind storms spawned in the Bay of Bengal 

and the Arabian Sea, earthquakes caused by active crustal movement in the Himalayan mountains, floods brought by monsoons, and 

droughts in the country's arid and semi-arid areas. Almost 57% of the land is vulnerable to earthquake (high seismic zones III–V), 

68% to drought, 8% to cyclones and 12% to floods. India has also become much more vulnerable to tsunamis since the 2004 Indian 

Ocean tsunami (India Disaster Knowledge Network). In addition, India‘s high level of poverty and rapid urban growth further 

increases the vulnerability of its people to the impact of natural hazards and climatic changes. New residents and urban poor living in 

peri-urban areas and informal settlements concentrated in high-risk zones are particularly vulnerable to natural hazards due to lack of 

adequate infrastructure, insufficient enforcement of building codes, a near absence of financial and insurance mechanisms that help 

transfer risk, and limited access to basic and emergency services (Malini, 2015). In 2011, the level of urbanisation was at about 

31.2% (377.1 million people), and was estimated to increase to about 40%-50% in the next 20 years (20th   Conference of   Central 

and State Statistical Organisations, 2013). Thus, with urban development unable to keep up with rising demands, the vulnerability of 

people in cities has a higher degree of defencelessness to natural hazards.  

 

Policy Initiatives 

 
Nonetheless, the exposure and experience from past disasters, particularly the Odisha super cyclone in 1999, the Gujarat earthquake 

in 2001, and the tsunami of 2004, brought disaster management to the forefront of India‘s development agenda with the enactment of 

the Disaster Management Act in 2005. The Government, on paper, has in place an institutional and strategic approach towards 

disaster management. The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) is the key nodal agency for coordinating hazard relief and mitigation 

activities, in conjunction with the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), The State Disaster Management Authorities 

(SDMAs), The National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM) for trainings, and The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF). 

The NDMA has the power to allocate resources and supervise disaster management across the country. The NDRF is responsible for 

rescue and evacuation. In addition, the Act authorised the government to strengthen existing infrastructure in disaster-prone areas and 

help create an early-warning system (Malini, 2015). 

 

The efforts by the Central Government and states to work out an integrated disaster risk mitigation policy, as part of their 

development activity, was tested during cyclone Phailin that hit the Indian east coast in October 2013. On receiving the early warning 

sent by the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), the country‘s disaster preparedness teams and the Odisha state authorities 

immediately acted by prepositioning emergency response teams and supplies, and evacuating nearly a million people within 36 hours 

before the landfall of cyclone Phailin – this has been termed one of the largest emergency evacuations carried out in the world. The 

low loss of lives despite the severity of Phailin would not have been possible without incorporating and building upon the lessons 

learnt after the states‘ past experience with the super cyclone of 1999 (Malini, 2015). However, such cases are exceptions rather than 

the norm.  

 

Although Disaster Management Act, 2005, has been put into effect at the national level, it exists only on paper in a few states and 

districts. The absence of a detail mapping of risk zones, safe zones where people can head to, crowd management systems, early 

warning systems, or standard operating procedures of various state departments during a disaster, increases the states vulnerability to 

disasters. Despite an extensive mechanism to tackle disasters with different disaster management authorities at the central, state and 

district levels, the Act has not achieved a breakthrough. The National Executive Committee (NEC), entrusted with the responsibility 

of monitoring the implementation of the disaster management plan and policy, did not meet after May 2008 till December 2012. 

None of the embedded schemes have been framed with the larger aim of disaster risk reduction, as defined in the Act. No action has 

been taken to modify these schemes for mainstreaming disaster risk reduction (New Indian Express, 2015). 

 

The few states with functioning SDMAs, such as Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat and Bihar, are the ones with the most serious 

history of natural disasters. But other vulnerable states like Jammu and Kashmir, Uttarakhand, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, and the 

North-Eastern states need to step up their preparedness considerably (Thompson Reuters Foundation, 2014). This lack of 

preparedness is clearly visible in the state of Assam where the Brahmaputra and Jia Bharali rivers flowing above the danger mark in 

some places in Assam and the flood situation in the state is worsening (NDTV, 2015). According to disaster risk reduction specialist, 

Hari Krishna Nibanupudi of the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), ―This country is yet to see 
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Disaster management being treated as an essential part of good governance and integral to development planning.‖ (Thompson 

Reuters Foundation, 2014). 

 

Climate Change and Heat Waves 

 
According to the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Asia is getting hotter, attributable greatly to human actions. With 

these increases in heat, the report said, with high confidence, that the risk of heat-related mortality would rise due to climate change 

and population increases, along with greater risk of drought-related water and food shortages (IPCC, 2014). According to the 

National Health Service based in UK, heat stroke and heat exhaustion are the two major risks posed by high-temperature conditions. 

Continuous and constant exposure to high temperatures could result in nausea and heat cramps, resulting in rapid rise of the body 

temperature. Dehydration (absence of adequate water within the body) could also aid in heat exhaustion. Headaches, dizziness and 

nausea are some of the symptoms. Most heatwave deaths are a result of direct and sustained exposure to the sun and hot winds and 

the resultant dehydration (The Indian Express, 2015). Climate change is having an influence on many extreme heat events across the 

world. This, however evident, is a concern that is lost from the debate when it comes to actual policy-making. The government is far 

from facing heat waves as a palpable threat that kills the vulnerable indiscriminately and one that is likely to worsen in the coming 

years.  

 

Heat Waves in India  

 

Heat waves are defined as periods of abnormally high temperatures and usually occur between March and June in India. The 

temperatures start to increase all over the country in March and by April, the interior parts of the peninsula record mean daily 

temperatures of 30-35 °C. Central Indian land mass becomes hot with daytime maximum temperatures reaching about 40°C at many 

locations. Many stations in Gujarat, North Maharashtra, Rajasthan and North Madhya Pradesh exhibit high day-time and low night-

time temperatures during this season. While the weather remains mild in coastal areas of the country owing to the influence of land 

and sea breezes, maximum temperatures rise sharply exceeding 45 °C by the end of May and early June resulting in harsh summers 

in the north and north-west regions of the country (Indian Meteorological Department, 2010).  

 

In India, a significant increase in the frequency, persistence and spatial coverage of heat wave/ severe heat wave conditions have 

been observed during the recent decades of 1991-2000 and 2001-2010 as compared to earlier decades 1971-80 and 1981-90 (PIB, 

2010). In fact, a spatial analysis of changes in temperature reveals that most parts of the country show a warming trend, except north-

western parts of the country, where a cooling trend is observed (PIB, 2012). 

 

The heat waves, in 1998 in Odisha, 2003 in Andhra Pradesh and the 2010 heat wave that affected Ahmedabad (Gujarat) severely, 

have taken thousands of lives. In 2010, severe heat wave conditions (6-7 degrees above normal) persisted over Orissa and Jharkhand 

as short spells (few days) during 2nd and 3rd week of April. Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh and Rajasthan 

experienced severe heat wave conditions during (8-12 and 15-20 April); Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand during 8-12 April 2010. 

Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Vidarbha and Gujarat region also experienced heat wave conditions during 3rd week of the April 

(PIB, 2010). While these years saw exceptionally high fatalities, almost every year the heat waves kill people all over the country, 

even if in smaller numbers. Most of the cities mentioned face excessive heat year after year. However, Ahmedabad is the only city in 

India to have an operational heat alert system (Scroll.in, 2015). 

 

In 2015, IMD in its Weather Warning Bulletin issued forecasts for severe heat wave conditions at a few places in Vidharba. Such 

heat wave conditions were also forecasted for many places in Odisha.  Haryana, Chandigarh and Delhi also experienced heat wave 

conditions, along with parts of Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Chhatisgarh (PIB, 2015). Andhra 

Pradesh and Telangana experienced severe heat wave conditions. The wave began in mid-April but deaths accelerated in May. P 

Tulsi Rani, Special commissioner of the disaster-management department in Andhra Pradesh, said 1,636 people had died from heat-

related problems in her state during one hot week in May (Wall Street Journal, 2015). In the neighbouring Telangana, at least 340 

people died from heat-related conditions. In Delhi, according to Ajay Lekhi, president of the Delhi Medical Association, hospitals 

overflew with heatstroke victims, those complaining of headache, dizziness and even delirium (BBC, 2015). While official records 

remain uncertain in the absence of post mortems and speedy action, there are added woes for the public due to electricity and water 

cuts.  

 

Climate experts have stated that a large number of deaths caused by an extreme heatwave in India this summer could have been 

substantially averted if authorities had introduced measures such as cooling spaces to protect citizens. A more organised effort is 

needed on part of the various Government agencies to reach out to vulnerable groups, mostly the elderly, the malnourished, children 



 
RGICS POLICY WATCH       
 Insights | Analysis  | Policy Highlights 

 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Volume : 3, Issue- 46                                                   Date : 22-06-2015 

 

Cover Story 

and manual labourers.  However, as mentioned already, in India, barring Ahmedabad, no city or state has a heatwave action plan or a 

system of protocols and procedures to initiate administrative action, if required (New Indian Express, 2015). While the Union 

Minister for Earth Sciences Harsh Vardhan acknowledges the failure of the south-west and north-east monsoons in 2014 and is 

worried by IMD‘s prediction of an overall 93 percent probability of a weak monsoon in 2015 (PIB, 2015), the Government has 

displayed remarkable apathy in dealing with heat waves and setting systems to deal with future events.  

 

Suggested Policy Prescriptions 

 
Little has been learnt from past heat-based natural disasters. Unfortunately, the Central Government and the National Disaster 

Management Authority have not put in place preventive measures for the summer nor do they have any curative plans lined up after 

the large number of casualties. The Union Home Ministry has not even declared a heat wave as a ―national disaster‖ and this is of 

concern as it directly reflects the seriousness attached to the phenomenon (Scroll.in, 2015). Classifying a heat wave as a national 

calamity is only logical given that the number of deaths reported across the country this year. The classification would help, as the 

onus would then be on the government to make sure that prevention, rehabilitation and compensation measures are effectively 

provided. (Vol – L No. 22, EPW, 2015). However, this cannot be the solution in itself. It needs to be backed by a strong public health 

system that is responsive to such times of crisis. According to Amit Sengupta, Associate Global Coordinator, People‘s Health 

Movement (a network of grassroots health activists), the classification would only solve half the problem. He adds, ―If you have an 

inadequate public health system that is not equipped to deal with emergencies, then the right classification is not going to help.‖ 

(Hindu, 2015). 

 

Apart from this, coordination of different government agencies, which is the most critical aspect of implementation seems to be a 

perennially problematic area and is therefore, an urgent concern. Studies specifically designed for Indian cities and towns that are 

dedicated to looking at the impact of heat waves and other data collection measures ought to receive serious attention (Vol – L No. 

22, EPW, 2015). 

 

As some states have done, work schedules need to be changed so that afternoons are kept work free, particularly for work that 

involves physical labour (Vol – L No. 22, EPW, 2015). For this, the state governments need to prepare adequate plans taking into 

consideration the local factors. Statements like ―Stay indoors‖ in order to combat heat waves are not realistic for manual labourers 

who need to go out and make a living. Such statements, without any mechanism to implement them, mock the plight of the common 

man and fail to address the issue.  

 

For the long term, the problems related to increasing and haphazard urbanisation, industrial and vehicular pollution and the lack of 

housing will need to be the focus of attention, if we intend to check the exacerbation of the vagaries of the weather.  

 

There is ample initiative that has been taken within India, to learn from. States like Gujarat and Odisha, have both come up with 

specific action plans. In 1998, over 2,000 heat wave-related deaths were reported from Odisha. Since that year, by about end-

February, the State government prepares each year for the possibility of another heat wave striking. Schools and colleges shift to 

early morning sessions between 6.30 a.m. and 12 noon  as do government offices. Public transport does not operate between 12 noon 

and 3.30 p.m., while public wage programmes such as the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act are stopped 

during these times. In May this year, when reports broke of an approaching heat wave, the State Special Relief Commissioner 

ordered all district collectors to ensure that no labourer was allowed to be in the sun between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. In addition, as part 

of its guidelines, the State government ensures that public health centres are equipped with ice slabs to treat patients. The government 

puts out a series of advertisements advising people on the precautions to take (Hindu, 2015). In Ahmadabad, the city‘s municipal 

corporation has evolved an operational heat alert system that has been in place since 2013. It was developed after more than 1,000 

people were reportedly killed after the heat wave of 2010. The Ahmadabad Heat Action Plan is a four-pronged strategy: the first step 

is to inform people about the risk of heat illnesses and the preventive measures they should take, the second is to map out actions for 

various government agencies, the third involves training healthcare professionals to deal better with heat-related illnesses and for the 

last step, the corporation ensures that drinking water is easily accessible in several places, and temporary cool spaces are built during 

periods of extreme heat. Some states are following suit. For instance, in May this year, the Maharashtra government held a two-day 

workshop in Nagpur to develop a similar heat action plan for the city (The Hindu, 2015). 

 

The Government needs to adopt measures which address not only the long-term pattern of intense summer heat, which has been a 

―traditional‖ killer of the poor and destitute, but also keep in mind the unexpected manner in which these heat waves will come and 

go. Simply put, there is a pressing need to attend to the low value placed on the life of the poor, working-class Indian.  
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International Experience 
 

Catastrophes due to heat events are not unique to India. Relatively colder cities such as Athens, Chicago, Moscow and Shanghai, 

along with countries such as France and Australia, have also faced the wrath of heat events resulting in a large number of deaths 

(Business Today, 2015). Historically, heatwaves have been responsible for more deaths in Australia, Europe and the United States of 

America than any other natural hazard, including bushfires, storms, tropical cyclones and floods (International Journal of 

Environmental Research and Public Health, 2014). 

 

 France: France was hit by a severe heat wave in August, 2003, killing 15,000 (mostly elderly) people. Since then, the 

government launched an emergency response programme that can be activated any time between June 1st and August 31st, 

in which authorities can raise an alarm system to ensure there will never be a repeat of 2003 (The Local, 2015). France‘s 

government is extremely vigilant as soon as the temperatures exceed 35 Celsius. Improved cooperation between the Health 

Ministry and the French weather services is evident. The Heatwave National Plan (Plan national canicule), developed as a 

consequence of the 2003 tragedy, includes four levels of caution that are dependent on regional pre-defined temperatures. 

Each level guides the implementation or a range of actions by health and social care sectors (International Federation of 

Ageing). 

 

o The First Level is activated during the summer months, from the 1st of June to the 31st of August, and becomes the 

baseline for that period.  

o The Second Level is activated when there is a 60% chance of a heatwave within the next 72 hours. Graduated 

measures can be established by local authorities.  

o The Third Level is activated when regional threshold temperatures have been reached. Strong and emerging 

measures must be established by both the French prefects and the Health Ministry.  

o The Fourth Level is activated when there is a severe or prolonged heatwave. A crisis centre must be established and 

the coordination is reinforced between the highest governmental levels, regional authorities and national and local 

NGOs. The mass media and the French Army must play a key role in this Plan in order to alert and protect the 

French citizens. 

 

 Australia: In the 2008/2009 summer, more lives were lost to heatwaves than to that summer‘s bushfires which were among 

the worst in the history of the Australian nation. In its study, PricewaterhouseCoopers indicated that based on the 2011 

population, there are an average of approximately 80 excess deaths associated with heat events each year across the major 

capital cities of Australia (PWC, 2011). Apart from localised intervention, Australia has started employing Excess Heat 

Factor for use in Australian heatwave monitoring and forecasting. This methodology was used to introduce a pilot national 

heatwave forecasting service for Australia during the 2013/2014 summer .  

 

o The Excess Heat Factor index is described and placed in a climatological context in order to derive heatwave 

severity. Heatwave severity, as characterised by the climatological distribution of heatwave intensity, has been used 

to normalise the climatological variation in heatwave intensity range across Australia (International Journal of 

Environmental Research and Public Health, 2014). 

 

 United States of America: Deadly heat waves swept across most of the United States in 2006, hitting California the 

hardest. The state saw an additional 16,000 emergency room visits during the two-week heat wave. Now, California's plan 

includes measures to develop heat warning systems, improve outreach systems, and identify and reduce vulnerabilities to 

extreme heat. The cities of Berkeley and Los Angeles have adopted a strategy that includes measures to protect and increase 

urban trees to help cool the city in the face of extreme heat threats. States like Florida, Maine, Maryland, Michigan, New 

York, Pennsylvania, Washington, Oregon now have systems in place to address the issue of the ability of local emergency 

services to respond to heat waves and temperature extremes (Natural Resources Defense Council). 

 London: London employs various means to tackle heat waves, including producing forward-looking design guidance to 

help architects, encouraging developers to build buildings that stay cool in hot weather, ensuring waste heat is ejected above 

roof-level and using vegetation to keep the city cool (Indian Express, 2015). 

 

Conclusion 
 

We are living in the times of accelerated climate change. And by now, India is well acquainted with heat-induced disasters. These 

heat waves are expected to increase in their intensity and spread. Against this backdrop, the government‘s ineptness at handling the 
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situation is reproachable. The daily wage labourers, drivers of non-air-conditioned vehicles, delivery services‘ personnel, workers in 

industrial units where high temperatures are a constant, the homeless and the destitute cannot be expected to abandon their work and 

sit at home well-hydrated, as long as the prevalent labour hours mandate them otherwise. Besides, even staying indoors is barely of 

use when power outages and breakdowns are such a common feature in so many parts of the country. In such a scenario, well-

meaning advice fails to solve any purpose. Additionally, the fact that the old and the children easily fall prey to heat stress cannot be 

ignored. People who are old, ill, and elderly do not acclimate or climatize as well as other individuals. Many of the poorer areas in 

India lack sufficient access to clean water, which threatens to promote bacterial infection and disease spread. This inability of the 

poor to stay indoors as per their convenience and the lack of clean water is precisely what exacerbated the situation in India in 2015.  

Michael Mann, director of the Earth System Science Center at Pennsylvania State University, observes that as climate change 

threatens to worsen due to more carbon being emitted into the atmosphere, heat events once considered extreme would become 

relatively common. He notes that India‘s nearly unprecedented deadly heat wave is occurring at current global warming levels of just 

1.5 degrees. By that measure, heat waves occurring under the ―business as usual‖ global warming situation that sees average 

temperatures rise by 7 to 9 degrees by the end of the century would be much, much worse (Think Progress, 2015). 

 

At policy level, more rigorous measures are required. Thus, summer shelters for the homeless and those who are out in the sun are 

important. New safety standards are also required, that take into account the perils of summer heat, for work that involves exposure 

to sun. Most of the heatwave deaths are preventable because its onset and duration are easily predictable and the relief-measures are 

simple. It is a shame that a country with claims of cutting-edge technological advances and super-power economy does not know 

how to protect its people from summer heat (Firstpost, 2015). 

 

Taking lessons from other nations, India cannot afford to ignore the critical need for a comprehensive National Policy for heat waves, 

along with concrete state-specific Heat Wave action plans. In this direction, adequate budgetary allocations must be made to 

formulate a strategy well before the crisis hits. Centre-state roles should be explicitly spelled out, ensuring a coordinated effort in 

fighting this phenomenon, which is no less of a national disaster. None of this will be possible in the absence of a well-functioning 

and responsive public healthcare system, which must be given substantial financial support and training. Evaluating the gravity of the 

situation, India must adopt a sincere and definite resolution to ensure that lives that can be easily saved, are not lost due to policy 

apathy and inaction.   

 

 

Prepared by: 
Kasturi Mishra & Devyani Bhushan 
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Medical Devices: Imbalance in Policy Thrust 
(Economic & Political Weekly, June 13, 2015) 

  

The draft National Medical Device Policy emphasises "Make in India," and ignores quality and pricing. With the framers of the 

policy concerned only with boosting domestic production, the draft does not pay sufficient attention to the larger problems that afflict 

the use of devices: the spread of low-quality devices and exorbitant pricing. 

 

Read more: http://www.epw.in/editorials/medical-devices-imbalance-policy-thrust.html   

Date Accessed: 19.6.2015 

 

 

Still Too Many Going Hungry 
(B Yerram Raju, The Hindu Business Line, June 16, 2015) 

  

At a time when India‘s GDP growth is hopefully pitched at 7.5% this fiscal, touted to be higher than China‘s, three global reports of 

significance also grabbed the headlines: The Global Findex Data Base 2014, The Global Food Policy Report of the UN and the State 

of Food Insecurity in the World, 2014.The Global Findex Data measured the financial inclusion around the world. The other two 

reports dealt with the food insecurity and the measures to tackle them. 

  

Read more: http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/still-too-many-going-hungry/article7322506.ece 

Date Accessed: 18.6.2015 
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Table 1: General Inflation Rates in Indian States: May 2015 (%) 

States Rural Urban General 

All India 5.68 4.88 5.17 

Northern Region    

Jammu & Kashmir 9.88 4.77 7.78 

Himachal Pradesh 11.26 4.31 9.44 

Punjab 9.45 6.70 8.07 

Chandigarh 13.46 0.55 0.98 

Uttarakhand 4.41 4.76 5.65 

Haryana 7.14 6.91 9.17 

Delhi 8.51 6.46 8.57 

Uttar Pradesh 3.80 3.76 5.39 

Western Region    

Rajasthan 7.60 7.42 4.98 

Gujarat 3.68 6.75 4.27 

Maharashtra 7.73 4.78 9.14 

Goa 8.75 7.92 3.15 

Lakshadweep 15.06 3.89 16.25 

Daman & Die 13.95 11.40 5.05 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli 19.79 7.34 17.09 

Central Region    

Madhya Pradesh 5.21 6.75 4.27 

Chattishgarh 11.47 5.15 4.99 

Southern Region    

Andhra Pradesh 5.02 - - 

Karnakata 7.35 4.73 3.21 

Kerala 6.60 3.23 3.36 

Tamil Nadu 4.82 4.60 10.34 

Puducherry 15.09 8.77 0.52 

Andaman & Nicobar Island 11.65 2.44 6.96 

Northeastern Region    

Arunachal Pradesh 9.14 5.50 9.75 

Assam 6.29 3.68 3.84 

Manipur 20.64 6.46 21.20 

Meghalaya -2.13 7.47 -4.57 

Mizoram 8.52 12.81 10.36 

Nagaland 15.05 4.49 2.77 

Tripura 9.66 -1.92 6.37 

Sikkim 9.93 2.79 8.81 

Eastern Region    

Bihar 3.90 3.59 -0.19 

Jharkhand 5.25 2.76 5.94 

West Bengal -0.81 1.94 1.79 

Odisha 9.01 2.72 9.01 

 Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index (CPI) data of 

MOSPI.  

 There is one month time lag in CPI data (From the month February 2015 onwards the New Series is introduced with 

base 2012=100) provided by MOSPI, Government of India.  

 The 2014 May data at state-level with base 2010 is here converted to new base 2012 with linking factors of MOSPI 

1.22, 1.20 and 1.21 for rural, urban and combined respectively  
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GOVERNMENT 
 

Modi Government is killing Vajpayee's Food Security Scheme 
(Scroll, June 17, 2015) 

  

The Narendra Modi government has issued an executive order that contravenes the National Food Security law passed by 

Parliament in 2013 and effectively phases out the Antyodaya food scheme launched by the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government in 

2000. 

  

 Issued on March 20 by the Department of Food and Public Distribution, the order recently came to the attention of Right to Food 

activists. They allege some of its provisions are illegal and could end up depriving lakhs of poor people of their legal entitlements 

of subsidised food rations. 

  

Read more: http://scroll.in/article/735000/modi-government-is-killing-vajpayees-food-security-scheme 

Date Accessed: 17.06.2015 

 

Government Proposal to Provide Affordable Medicines Faces Roadblocks 
(The Hindu, June 17, 2015) 

  

The Central government‘s ambitious proposal to provide affordable medicines through Jan Aushadi medical stores across the 

country would require thorough planning. The previous efforts in the direction have not done well. Even at the trial stage 

expectations were belied. 

  

In a report submitted to the Department of Pharmaceuticals in 2012, the Foundation had assessed the potential of the Jan Aushadi 

and found many hiccups. More than half of the 100 Jan Aushadis are shutting down, says Dr. Sakthivel. That is because there are 

fundamental flaws such as a weak supply chain system and the huge task of engaging physicians to prescribe generic medicines. 

  

Read more: http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/medicine-and-research/government-proposal-to-provide-affordable-

medicines-faces-roadblocks/article7326216.ece 

Date Accessed: 17.06.2015 

 

SECURITY 
 

How Tripura Beat the AFSPA by Growing Rubber 
(Soumya Shankar, Catchnews.com, June 15, 2015) 

  

Tripura was spotlight news last month for being the first state in India to successfully lift the controversial Armed Forces Special 

Powers Act (AFSPA). What went unreported is one of the key factors behind this unusual success story. What really helped 

Tripura lift the AFSPA is growing rubber. The success of Tripura's Left Front government's battle with insurgency was an 

innovative blend of governance with tough security measures.  

 

Read more :http://www.catchnews.com/politics/the-untold-story-how-tripura-lifted-the-afspa-by-turning-militants-into-rubber-

growers-1434292283.html 

Date Accessed:15.06.2015 
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HEALTH 
 

Fake Yoga, Naturopathy Institution Mushrooming in India 
(Archana Jyoti, Daily Pioneer, June 17, 2015) 

  

NDA government has been creating big hue and cry of Yoga and Naturopathy but it has not regulation in place to ensure quality 

and uniform educational standards to prevent mushrooming of face institutions in the sector. There is no law to supervise the 

quality of yoga being imparted by private teachers found in every nook and corner of any given city. Ditto is the case with 

practitioners of Naturopathy which is presently gaining importance under the medical tourism. 

  

Read more: http://www.dailypioneer.com/nation/fake-yoga-naturopathy-institutes-mushrooming-in-india.html 

Date Accessed: 18.6.2015 

 

 India behind Bangladesh, Nepal in Health Goals 
(Sushmi Dey & Mahendra Singh, The Times of India, June 19, 2015) 

  

A working paper prepared by NITI Aayog, titled 'Health Systems in India: Bridging the Gap between Current Performance and 

Potential' , has drawn a comparison between India and other countries like China, Bangladesh, Nepal and Vietnam based on 

achievements under various health indicators. In most parameters, India languishes at the bottom of the table in comparison to the 

other countries.  

 

Read more: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-behind-Bangladesh-Nepal-in-health-goals/articleshow/47726897.cms 

Date Accessed: 19.6.2015 

 

Poor Sanitation Linked to Chronic Malnutrition 
(Tehelka, June 20, 2015) 

  

Swachh Bharat Mission, if implemented in a holistic fashion, holds the key to curbing not only the problem of diarrhoeal deaths 

for which India holds the world record, but also malnutrition. However, the World Toilet Summit, which was held in the national 

capital this year as part of the Mission, was unable to see the link: how diseases caused by poor sanitation are inextricably linked 

to chronic malnutrition among the country‘s children. 

  

According to health experts, open defecation and unhygienic environment are making children more vulnerable to stunting of 

growth, wasting and being underweight. Nutritionists call this phenomenon ‗environmental anthropathy‘. 

  

Read more: http://www.tehelka.com/how-hungry-is-india/ 

Date Accessed: 20.06.2015 

 

Millions Still Lack Access to Essential Health Services, Says WHO Report 
(Kundan Pandey, Down to Earth, June 15, 2015) 

  

As per a World Health Organization (WHO) and World Bank Group report, around 400 million people still do not have access to 

essential health services. 

  

Read more:http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/millions-still-lack-access-essential-health-services-says-who-report 

Date Accessed: 16.6.2015 
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ENVIRONMENT 
 

Foul Air Killing up to 80 Delhiites a Day 
(Times of India, June 17, 2015) 

  

Air pollution from respirable particulate matter (PM2.5) could be responsible for 10,000 to 30,000 premature deaths in Delhi — 

up to 80 deaths each day — authors of an international study released on Tuesday indicated. 

 

The study, Addressing Global Mortality from Ambient PM 2.5, found that more than 45% of these premature deaths in Delhi 

could be avoided if the city met the national ambient air quality standard for PM2.5. In fact, if the city's air could be cleaned up to 

the safe standards set by the World Health Organization, as much as 85% these deaths could be avoided, the experts said. 

  

Read more: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/pollution/Foul-air-killing-up-to-80-Delhiites-a-day-claims-

study/articleshow/47697047.cms 

Date Accessed: 18.6.2015 

 

Nearly 80% People 'Very Concerned' About Climate Change 
(Down to Earth, June 16, 2015) 

  

A global study to gauge peoples‘ views on climate change found that almost 79% of the respondents were "very concerned" about 

climate change. Results of the study were posted on June 13 on the website of the initiative called World Wide Views on Climate 

and Energy. The initiative, undertaken in 75 countries, was partly funded by the French government. 

  

Read more:http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/majority-very-concerned-about-climate-change 

Date Accessed: 16.6.2015 

 

AGRICULTURE 
 

Climate Change Wreaking Havoc in World’s Largest Tea-Growing Area 
(Scroll, June 16, 2015) 

  

Tea is grown from Pembrokeshire in Wales to Waikato in New Zealand. But something about the conditions in valleys of Assam 

in India makes its tea one of the most loved around the world. Now this favourite source of a cuppa from the world‘s largest tea-

growing area is under threat because of climate change 

  

Read more: http://scroll.in/article/734582/climate-change-is-wreaking-havoc-in-the-worlds-largest-tea-growing-area 

Date Accessed: 16.06.2015 

 

LAW AND JUSTICE 
 

Study Shows NCR Homeowners Turn Away Dalits and Muslims 
(Indian Express, June 16, 2015) 

  

According to study on housing rental preferences in five cities of NCR conducted by leading academicians including Prof S. K. 

Thorat, ―the chances of Dalits and Muslims finding a house fell in the case of face-to-face contact. It also means that a significant 

number of Dalits and Muslims have to spend much more to stay in accommodations in NCR than their upper-caste counterparts.‖ 

  

Read more: http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/rentals-ncr-homeowners-turn-away-dalits-muslims/ 

Date Accessed: 17.6.2015 
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DEFENCE 
 

8 Steps that would Ensure a Successful Induction of Women in Combat Roles 
(Priya Ravichandran, Huffington Post, June 15, 2015) 

  

A non prejudiced, systematic and consistent implementation of policies by both the government and the military will ensure an 

integrated military with women taking on combat roles. The government has also repeatedly shot down the idea of considering 

women for combat positions. This staunch refusal to reconsider the terms under which a woman can serve in the military comes at 

a time when increasing number of women look to the armed forces as a career option. 

 

Read more: http://www.huffingtonpost.in/priya-ravichandran/8-steps-towards-women-in_b_7541904.html?utm_hp_ref=india 

Date Accessed: 15.06. 2015 

 

 

 

DISABLED 
 

Disabilities Rights Bill: Activists Worried Over Guardianship 
(Zubeda Hamid, The Hindu, June 17, 2015) 

  

A person with a psychosocial or developmental disability needs his/her guardian‘s permission do a number of things. These 

include opening a bank account, getting married, managing property, entering into a contract, obtaining insurance, and even 

making a will. But this is not mandatory. 

  

There was hope that this situation would change under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Bill, 2014. The bill is currently 

pending in Parliament. However, critiques point out that the new bill will not recognize disabled as having full legal capacity. 

This, they say, is a violation of the Constitution. The Bill may now be taken up in the monsoon session of Parliament. 

  

Read more: http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/disabilities-rights-bill-activists-worried-over-

guardianship/article7322999.ece?homepage=true 

Date Accessed: 17.6.2015 
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Mid-day Meals and Food Politics 
(Economic and Political Weekly, June 6, 2015) 

  

After the beef ban in Maharashtra, the ―politics of food‖ has now gone one step further. The Madhya Pradesh (MP) Chief Minister 

Shivraj Singh Chouhan has refused to ―allow‖ eggs in the mid day meals given to children under the Integrated Child 

Development Services (ICDS) programme. 

  

Read more: http://www.epw.in/editorials/mid-day-meals-and-food-politics.html 

Date Accessed: 12.06.2015 

 

BOOKS 
 

Jibansmritir Bhumika by the First Chief Minister of West Bengal, Prafulla Chandra 

Ghosh 
(Report, The Statesman, June 8, 2015) 

  

This autobiography of the first chief minister of West Bengal, Prafulla Chandra Ghosh  gives more than a glimpse of a man who, 

come what may, always stood by his principles. In this autobiography, the Gandhian keeps the readers in the dark whether he had 

any pangs of conscience when the police shot dead a man, a part of a protesting crowd, which stood in the way of the chief 

ministerial convoy leaving the state Assembly just months after the tricolour had replaced the Union 

  

Read more: http://www.thestatesman.com/news/features/inflexible-gandhian/68114.html 

Date Accessed: 08.06.2015 

 

Book Review - Conflict Resolution in Multicultural Societies: The Indian Experience by 

Jhumpa Mukherjee 
(Swaran Singh, The Hindu, June 7, 2015) 

  

India‘s founding fathers saw decentralisation as creating living social spaces around constitutional protections blending together 

pride of ‗citizenship‘ with the richness of multi-cultural identities. By deconstructing the complex nature of India‘s piecemeal 

integration of myriad groups from 1960s to 1990s, the author seeks to demystify the stereotype of the Central government having 

been aloof to local sentiments. 

  

Read more: http://www.thehindu.com/books/books-reviews/deconstructing-federalism/article7289600.ece 

Date accessed: 11.6.2015  
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