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EDITORIAL 
 

Dear Reader,  

 
A few weeks ago much of North India felt tremors that had a large number of people running out of their homes and offices 

hoping that their world would not come crashing around their feet. It’s one thing however to feel helpless when nature 
wreaks havoc but it’s quite another when the government’s policy are designed to create ‘cracks’, if not literally then 

definitely at a socio-political level – and that’s precisely where the NDA government’s policy on “Smart Cities” seems to be 

headed! This week’s Cover Story takes a critical look at the much touted 100 Smart City Project of the current government 
and finds some serious cause for concern. 

 

The BJP 2014 Manifesto spoke about the need to focus on “Urban Areas - High Growth Centres” and stated that they 

would “initiate building 100 new cities; enabled with the latest in technology and infrastructure adhering to concepts like 

sustainability, walk to work etc, and focused on specialized domains”. Therefore the NDA government’s announcements on 
the Smart City projects are an articulation of a key poll promise, but a close examination of the policy so far is worrying. 

What exactly is the objective of this program? And who defines a “Smart City”? From what the government has articulated 

it seems to be a ‘shiny’ mixture of big investments, technology conglomerates, rampant construction and IT-enabled 
services, with barely any mention of the socio-political aspects of what makes a city. In fact this loose definition of a Smart 

City flies in the face of the Directive Principles of State Policy mentioned in Part IV of the Constitution, which says that the 
State is “to secure a social order for the promotion of welfare of the people.” On the contrary the NDA government’s plans 

seem like a recipe for “social apartheid”.  So while we agree that technology must underpin a national urbanization 

strategy we fear that this disregard for inclusiveness will end up creating clusters of affluent living for the “economically 
productive”, surrounded by slums for people who will “service” these enclaves – thus perpetuating the worst of the caste 

and class disparity that exists in India today, creating the pre-conditions for a “Perfect Storm” with increasing possibilities 

of dissonance and conflict – not very ‘Smart’ by any standards is it? 
 

This issue of Policy Watch also identifies a chicken and egg situation that is impacting the Direct Subsidy Transfer plan to 
help farmers get subsides for fertilisers and the Jan Dhan Yojana that should obviate the need for them to fall into the 

clutches of the age-old villain – the moneylender! Officials say that if subsidy “is calculated on a per-hectare basis, then 

there might be a situation where the person who owns the land gets all the benefit, while the actual tiller is left out” and 
they are struggling to find a mechanism that will ensure  that the subsidy is given to the actual farmer and ensure effective 

implementation of the Direct Subsidy Transfer program. In a related conundrum one of the reasons for the few takers for 
the Jan Dhan Overdraft facility could be that the poor may find it difficult to meet the eligibility criteria. The governments 

switch to cash transfer of subsidies would have helped create the balance needed for the overdraft facility, but since major 

subsidy payouts, like those for fertilizers, are still struggling with implementation issues, the OD facility which is key aspect 
of the Jan Dhan Yojana will really take off only once that issue is fixed.   

 

Finally do read articles that focus on the fact that both Children and Education seem to be under threat today. While reams 
have been written recently about the changes to the Child Labour Act, the government seems to be determined to ignore 

activists and civil society by pushing ahead with amendments that will not only open the doors to child labour but will also 
work against the spirit of the Right to Education Act. On the other hand, the education sector in India seems to be grappling 

with a number of issues. According to a PAISA report “despite 80% of Rs 5,86,085 crore over 10 years going towards 

teachers and their training, learning outcomes are still worsening, making it clear that India is experiencing a major policy 

failure”. A related metric that should cause serious concern is that many state governments like UP, Bihar and West Bengal 

have failed to recruit the required number of teachers in elementary schools – a factor that directly impacts RTE 

implementation and outcomes. It is to be hoped that the MHRD will take cognizance of all these issues when it finally brings 
out its much awaited National Education Policy.  

 
We hope that you enjoy reading this issue of Policy Watch and as always look forward to your feedback! 

 

 
Ms. Barkha Deva  

Associate Director, RGICS  
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Smart Cities 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

According to the UK Department for Business, Innovation and Skills, there is no absolute definition of a smart city 

and no end point. It considers smart cities as a process, rather than a static outcome, in which increased citizen 

engagement, hard infrastructure, social capital and digital technologies make cities more liveable and resilient to 

respond to challenges. (Department for Business, Innovation and Skills, 2013) The British Standards Institute defines 

it as “the effective integration of physical, digital and human systems in the built environment to deliver sustainable, 

prosperous and inclusive future of its citizens”. (Draft Concept Note on Smart City Scheme, 2015)  

The BJP-led NDA Government’s idea of Smart Cities however revolves mainly around capital, investment and 

employment generation. The Draft Concept Note on Smart City Scheme, Ministry of Urban Development, states 

“Smart City needs to identify its comparative or unique advantage and core competence in specific areas of economic 

activities and promote such activities aggressively, by developing the required institutional, physical, social and 

economic infrastructures for it and attracting investors and professionals to take up such activities. It also needs to 

support the required skill development for such activities in a big way. This would help a Smart City in developing the 

required environment for creation of economic activities and employment opportunities.” The concept note goes on to 

say, “Smart Cities are those that are able to attract investments, experts and professionals.” Following from this line 

are other things, such as good infrastructure and simple processes that make it easy to start and run businesses.  The 

Reference Note, No.28 /RN/Ref./November/2014, for the use of Members of Parliament states, “Smart Cities are 

those that are able to attract investments.” 

However, cities are constantly evolving systems. Due to perpetually evolving technology, the definition of “smart” is 

liquid and changes over-time. The cities must thus be able to adapt to these changes over-time, and not be seen as one-

time colossal investments. For instance, the United States is now realising what a public finance nightmare it is to 

generate funds for renewing the highways and flyovers that looked so smart in the 1960s. (Scroll.in, 2015) The 

government’s vision of Smart Cities does not seem to take into account the evolving nature of cities.  With the 

complete absence of concern for sustainable and inclusive growth, smart city efforts are likely to result in isolated 

technology projects that will fail to realise their impact on quality of life, equity and the environment, over a period of 

time. Smart Cities must not be created to meet short-term economic challenges. The government should not ignore 

social and environmental consequences of these projects. 

 

The urban population in India, which is 31% of the total population, contributes to over 60% of the nation’s GDP. It is 

projected that urban India will contribute nearly 75% of the national GDP in the next 15 years. Projections also 

indicate that, by 2031, about 600 million Indians will reside in urban areas - an increase of over 200 million in just 20 

years.  (Planning Commission Report on Urban Development) These figures highlight the need for well-planned cities 

for the mushrooming urban population. 

In a country where more than 300 million people live without electricity, and twice as many have no access to toilets, 

cities such as Gujarat International Finance Tec-City’s (GIFT) towers are practically castles in the sky. A hundred of 

such cities are an essential part of the NDA government’s urban vision. However, one must consider that such cities 

would necessarily be inequitable. In fact, smart cities may turn into social apartheid cities, governed by powerful 

corporate entities. (The Guardian, 2015) Despite representations in smart city discourses about the importance of local 

communities and social learning, an overall emphases on business-driven technology and gentrification could be 

interpreted to imply that this urban form is relatively unconcerned with class inequality, inclusion, and social justice. 

(EPW, 2014)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 | P a g e          RGIC Policy Watch is meant for private circulation only.  

  

 

   RGICS      POLICY WATCH 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

     Volume : 3, Issue- 42                                   Date : 25-05-2015 

 

 COVER STORY 
 
 

This cover story aims to analyse the government’s Smart City policy, explores tacit and explicit definitions of Smart 

Cities, and presents some of the social and administrative ramifications of such policies.  

 

 

Key Messages 

 

 Who defines a “Smart City”: The government’s all-encompassing definition is much too 

broad to actually provide any clarity on what defines a “Smart City”. While the government is 

consumed with the idea of big investments, technology conglomerates and rampant 

construction, it has forgotten about sustainability and has given very little thought to what 

sustainability truly implies, even though the word occurs fleetingly throughout the NDA 

government’s Draft Concept Note on Smart City Scheme. 

 A Recipe for “Social Apartheid”: The government’s sole focus is on attracting private 

investment without any regard to the social ramifications that such investments will entail, 

creating special enclaves of affluence. The whole concept as articulated by the Ministry seems 

to be catering exclusively to the elite and neo-middle classes, and is pushing the poor to the 

periphery. Through Directive Principles of State Policy mentioned in Part IV of the 

Constitution, the Constitution states that the State is “to secure a social order for the promotion 

of welfare of the people.” In this respect, the Government must ensure social, economic and 

political justice to the people of India. The NDA concept of “Smart Cities” does not give due 

importance to inclusiveness and equity enshrined in the Constitution. 

 Over-Emphasis on Private Investment and Profit-making: Multinational technology, security 

and construction companies have already identified these Cities as new markets for potentially 

high earnings. But the companies also expect that citizens to pay more for better or value-

added service. A private capital investment, in say GPS systems for buses, would require 

citizens to at least pay for the operational costs in terms of higher bus fares. Companies expect 

the inhabitants to pay more for better-quality water and other basic “improved” services. 

(Business Today, 2015) This would ensure that these Cities are virtually “gated communities”, 

off access for those who cannot afford such “smart” facilities. The ultimate beneficiaries 

would thus be the private players, and the elite classes. 

 Possible Shift in Governance Structure: The government blatantly prioritizes Special Purpose 

Vehicles (SPVs) as implementing agencies- neglecting the elected representatives from the 

urban local bodies which continue to remain functionally, structurally and financially 

neglected in the urbanization debate. Establishing SPVs to bypass urban local bodies, would 

mean moving away from elected, participatory institutional systems. (Swarajya, 2015) The 

dominance of private funds in the creation of “Smart Cities”, in the face of the government’s 

limited allocation, may well ensure the supremacy of private lobbies in the governance of such 

Cities, suppressing the voices of the elected representatives. 

 Sustainably productive cities must explicitly concentrate on a clear strategy to incorporate 

productive economic hubs with new cities, instead of simply creating exclusive enclaves, large 

land banks with dramatic artificial spikes in their value, which would now be acquired by the 

premier industrialists. There is a need in the country to reinvent the very idea of urban growth, 

specifically for the Indian context, keeping in mind India’s poverty levels.  The government 

needs to ask itself whether India needs high technology or just a better tendering and quality 

control processes, to fix the recurrent infrastructural breakdowns. (EPW, 2014) 
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NDA’S SMART CITY POLICY 

Financing: The Revised Estimate for Union Budget 2014-15 under Urban Rejuvenation Mission-500 Habitations and 

Mission for Development of 100 Smart Cities was Rs. 2431.1 crores. The Budget Estimate for the same head in the 

Union Budget 2015-16 is Rs. 6000 crores. Additionally, the Smart City Action Plan will be implemented by Special 

Purpose Vehicles (SPV) to be created for each city and state governments to ensure steady stream of resources for 

SPVs. (PIB, 2015) India has also spoken to France, Japan and Singapore and other countries about collaborating on 

the Smart City projects.  

Criteria for Selection of Smart Cities: In the Budget speech of 2014-15, the Finance Minister stated, “Unless, new 

cities are developed to accommodate the burgeoning number of people, the existing cities would soon become 

unlivable.” (Livemint, 2014)  However, these Smart Cities will not be entirely new cities. The vision is to create 

satellite towns of larger cities, by modernizing the existing mid-sized cities. (Livemint, 2014)  The Government will 

choose to support the development of 100 Smart Cities in the country. The Smart Cities scheme exists to pitch cities 

against one another to identify those with the most potential to be upgraded, in the first place. Smart City aspirants 

will be selected based on a ‘City Challenge Competition’. Cities will be graded based on their revenues, expenditure, 

availability of infrastructure relating to transport, drinking water, solid waste management etc. (PIB, 2015)  

The cities will be chosen from among the following:  

 One satellite city of each of the cities with a population of 4 million people or more (9 cities) 

 All the cities in the population range of 1 – 4 million people (44 cities) 

 All State/Union Territories Capitals, even if they have a population of less than one million (17 cities) 

 Cities of tourist and religious importance (10 cities)  

 Cities in the 0.5 to 1.0 million population range ( 20 cities) 

 In Delhi, it is being proposed that Delhi Development Authority will develop a new smart city.  

 

Once the cities are chosen, they will sign MoUs with the Central Government to, among other things, formulate a 

master plan for the next 10 years, have a spatial map, electronic/Online delivery of all public services, create an open 

data platform,  free right of way for laying optic fibre networks, water supply lines, sewerage systems, draining 

systems and other utilities, and to make efficient regulatory bodies.  

Smart Cities Scheme: Visible Gaps 

 The idea under the Smart City Scheme is not to choose the least developed cities for upgradation. While the 

Reference Note acknowledges that some cities in the hills and coastal areas may need to be developed, it 

explicitly says that a city can grow on a sustainable basis only if there are opportunities for economic activity, 

entertainment, education, healthcare and a wide range of such services. And hence, cities with such potential 

are to be chosen.  

 The Smart Cities project barely addresses the concerns regarding the wide inequality in urban areas which is 

not only a concern for human development but also a concern for inclusive economic growth in the long run. 

Presently 17.7% of the urban population comprising 65 million people lives in slums in India. If investments 

are made, Indian ‘smart’ cities might see some welcome changes in terms of amenities and ambience. But to 

make the cities ‘just’, the needs of the marginalized section who are residing largely in slums of these cities 

have to be addressed. The slum dwellers should not be pushed to the fringes of such ‘smart’ cities and should 

not be exclusionary in nature. 

 If India’s wave of urbanisation is to deliver the highest quality of life for city dwellers, the country needs more 

than just the technological jargon that is being debated. (Scroll.in, 2015) 
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 With the advent of these Smart Cities, there is a real threat to the existing governance structure. In the face of 

dominant private funding, there is a possibility that urban local institutional bodies take a back seat to give 

way to private players in the domain of governance. Experts hint that smart cities may be governed by 

powerful corporate entities that could override local laws and governments to “keep out” the poor. (The 

Guardian, 2015) 

 There is a conspicuous lack of thought towards safety and habitability. Each time there is a mention of Smart 

Cities in India, one gets concerned about the safety of women because of the vulnerability of women in the 

existing cities. Even though proponents of Smart Cities may argue that the choice is not between safe and 

habitable versus Smart Cities, the government clearly needs to take demonstrative action to instil confidence 

amongst the people, through a clear vision and focused action. 

 There are questions like the sheer feasibility of “smartening” up Indian cities quickly, given the state of the 

current urban information, infrastructure, and governance systems. (EPW, 2014) 

Exclusionary Nature 

In the concept note, the Smart City Reference Framework lists out its principles. Chief among them is to “Attract 

Young Wealth Creators and others to lure next generation. Facilities like affordable housing, cityscapes, social 

networks, rapid transport linkages, entertainment zones, etc. should be provided to attract the younger generation.” 

Additionally, the cities are to have unique and strong city identities such as business cities, industrial townships, 

heritage cities, religious centres, IT city, etc. The idea is to provide business cities with local laws that help 

entrepreneurs in setting up of new businesses, and at the same time support existing businesses to flourish. With a 

focus on private funds and with an explicit agenda that the municipal and urban local bodies should be able to 

generate funds for various infrastructural projects, the Smart Cities Scheme seems to conceptualising on the lines of 

SEZs, neo-liberal business-friendly zones exempt from taxes, duties and stringent labour laws.  

 Against this backdrop, it is easy to see that the poor will not be included inside such a city. The cities are unlikely 

to prove “affordable” for those who really need it. The concept of Smart Cities, while catering to the neomiddle 

and elite classes, has complete disregard for the urban poor. It is unclear where the poor will go.  In such cases, the 

slum-dwellers might be driven out of the cities to other slums or might move to illegal and dangerous buildings. 

These Smart Cities are likely to be exclusive commercial, residential or industrial enclaves feeding upon adjacent 

cities. They can be best described as the culmination of the elitist and exclusionary gated community concept, 

which is reducing the world into refined, high-end enclaves surrounded by vast, formless slums where issues like 

e-governance have little immediate relevance.(Down to Earth, 2015)  

 The economist and consultant Laveesh Bhandari has described smart cities as “special enclaves” that would use 

prohibitive prices and harsh policing to prevent “millions of poor Indians” from “enjoying the privileges of such 

great infrastructure”. (The Guardian, 2015) 

 According to academic and author, Pramod Nayar, “Smart cities will be heavily policed spaces,” he says, “where 

only eligible people – economically productive consumers (shoppers) and producers (employees) – will be 

allowed freedom of walking and travel, while ambient and ubiquitous surveillance will be tracked so as to 

anticipate the ‘anti-socials’.” Smart Cities will be “more fortresses than places of heterogeneous humanity, 

because they are meant only for specific classes of people”. (The Guardian, 2015) In fact, the Smart Cities 

Council identifies social, political, energy and environmental instability as a problem due to overpopulation that 

Smart Cities would provide intelligent solutions to. (Smart Cities Council, 2014) This reinforced the idea of “One 

class to be served, the other to be surveilled and contained.” 
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WORK IN PROGRESS 

The Cabinet, on April 29
th
 2015, approved the Smart Cities Mission and the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban 

Transformation of 500 cities (AMRUT) with outlays of Rs.48,000 crore and Rs.50,000 crore respectively, over the 

next five years. 10% of budget allocation will be given to States/UTs as incentive based on achievement of reforms 

during the previous year. A minimum investment of over Rs. 2 lakh crore would flow into urban areas over the next 

five years (2015-16 – 2019-20) since States and urban local bodies would mobilise matching resources ranging from 

50% to 66%. In addition, substantial private investments would be mobilized by states and urban local bodies through 

PPP model as required to meet project costs. (PIB, 2015)  

According to Minister for Urban Development, the United States has agreed to help develop the Indian cities of 

Visakhapatnam, Ajmer and Allahabad as Smart Cities. Also, Japan has come forward to help develop Varanasi as a 

smart city and Singapore has agreed to help develop the capital city of Andhra Pradesh between Vijayawada and 

Guntur. Barcelona has come forward to collaborate with DDA and the Ministry of Urban Development in developing 

a smart city near Delhi. (PIB, 2014)  

On 30-31
st
 January 2015, Ministry of Urban Development held a ‘Consultation Workshop with State Governments 

and Stakeholders on Smart Cities’, in New Delhi, to take States and other stakeholders on board sensitizing them to 

the magnitude of the task and financing tools required to make a success of the smart cities initiative. (PIB, 2015) 

On May 15, 2015, The Ministry of Urban Development accepted the offer of Bloomberg Philanthropies (BP)  as a 

Knowledge Partner for assistance in designing, delivering and executing the ‘Cities Challenge’ competition for 

selecting the cities for financing under the Smart Cities Mission of the Government. (PIB, 2015)  

While financial allocations have been made, the Centre’s guidelines on the implementation of the 100 Smart City 

Scheme are awaited as the States cannot finalise the cities until Centre releases the chosen cities through the City 

Challenge Competition, which is yet to formalise.  

INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCES 

Many countries have adopted and implemented the concept of Smart Cities and faced challenges.  

Rio de Janeiro has faced repercussions from hastily implementing the concept. The political and economic interests 

that drive Rio’s urban planning agenda impede the effective use of smart cities technologies to inform long-term 

decision-making. As mega-events have captured the planning agenda they have further distanced public input and 

weakened democratic institutions. The lack of citizen participation in decision making processes ensures that a narrow 

set of economic and political interests can use the events and their attendant technologies to consolidate power, 

accumulate wealth, and keep an ever-closer eye on their holdings. The absence of participation and use of smart city 

systems to repress public protest in Rio is lamentable, though consistent with other public policy decisions. There is an 

inherent problem with labelling cities as “smart” that creates both totalizing and binary categories. The limited 

coverage of Rio´s “smart systems” has improved emergency response time, traffic monitoring, and other managerial 

coordination activities. However, the idea of what the city is does not extend to the metropolitan area as a whole and is 

concentrated in the wealthiest areas of Rio de Janeiro, creating enclaves of smartness.  

A high tech nerve centre that was built in  Rio to predict rainfall and manage flood response by IBM  morphed into a 

high-precision control panel for the entire city resulting in a 24/7 surveillance system. (Guardian , 2015)  

Another important question is raised by experts: Can a city like Rio, one that is currently struggling financially to 

support basic social programs, really "sensor enable" every street, traffic light, police car and more?  And even if it 

could find funding for the sensor hardware and installation costs, the on-going maintenance would be enormous. The 
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sheer volume of accessible data being transmitted would force huge investment in data centres and other IT 

infrastructure, even in the face of private investment (Wired.UK.com, 2012) 

Previously projects such as New Songdo in South Korea and Masdar in the UAE have tried, and failed, to deliver a 

new, smarter and more sustainable way of living. While these cities improved efficiencies in many areas they've been 

considered failures for not delivering environments that people actually want to live and work in. Experts believe 

that's because too much emphasis was put on the engineering and technology solutions, while not enough attention 

was paid to the social dynamics. (Engineer &Technology Magazine, 2015) 

CONCLUSION 

The NDA Government’s idea of Smart Cities over-emphasizes technology and competitiveness, which, in the Draft 

Concept Note, is defined as a city’s ability to create employment opportunities, attract investments, experts, 

professionals and people. In the Draft Concept Note, the term ‘inclusiveness’ crops up only superficially.  With its 

disregard for inclusiveness, Smart cities could end up being clusters of affluent living for the “economically 

productive”, surrounded by slums for people who will “service” these enclaves – thus perpetuating the worst of the 

caste and class disparity that exists today.  

India, a developing country with a sizeable chunk of its population living in slums or illegal settlements, cannot 

prioritise exclusionary urbanisation. For instance, Delhi does not need three smart cities. Instead, all of Delhi needs to 

get “smarter” so that it become a healthier place to live and raise children. In fact, before Smart Cities, India needs 

habitable cities. The larger issues of air quality, suspended particulate matter and, above all, the safety of women 

continue to make headlines however, they seem to be low down in the priority list for “Smart Cities”. (Business 

Standard, 2015) The need of the hour are smart cities programmes and other urban development programmes with 

child-specific components, catering to and nurturing the varied needs and aspirations of diverse categories of people 

living in them--including children and differently-abled persons. (DNAindia, 2015)  

In the last decade, with the rise of ubiquitous internet connectivity and the wide prevalence of electronics in devices 

such as radio-frequency identification tags, a concept has crystallized that sees the city as a vast, efficient robot – a 

vision that originated, with giant technology and consulting companies all of whom hoped to profit from big 

municipal contracts. (The Guardian, 2014)  

However, while technology must underpin a large part of the urban solutions that we envisage for a growing economy 

like ours, there is a need for us to look beyond sensors, CCTV’s, smart grids, to evaluate competing Visions of Society 

instead of Smart Cities, so that the State does not end up creating a more unequal society with a class-based spatial 

categorisation of populations that could attack and destroy the very fabric of our democracy. Cities are much more 

than technical problems to be solved. If a Smart City works only for some of its citizens, it is a smart enclave. It 

cannot claim to be a Smart City.  
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HEADLINES 
 

Teachers Corner 80% of Education 

Expenditure, Finds New Report 
(Saumya Tewari, IndiaSpend, May 19, 2015) 

  

A latest report on public expenditure on education of six 

states of India reveals that up to 80 per cent of India’s public 

fund on education is spent on teachers- salaries, training and 

learning material. According to the report published by 

PAISA (Planning, Allocations and Expenditure, Institutions: 

Studies in Accountability), an initiative of Accountability 

Initiative states, “Despite 80% of Rs 5,86,085 crore ($94 

billion) over 10 years going towards teachers and their 

training, learning outcomes are still worsening, making it 

clear that India is experiencing a major policy failure. 

  

The report exposes various other failures of education system 

in India. According to the report, State’s wealth is not linked 

to better education, “Indeed, higher the per capita income, 

lower the public expenditure on elementary education. 

Although physical infrastructure has grown, teachers play an 

important role, but as the case of Maharashtra indicates, if 

more than 90% of primary teachers fail evaluation tests, 

recruitment and training policies are flawed.” 

  

Another finding was that in both private and public schools, 

high spending did not guarantee better learning. The data do 

show that learning outcomes are better in private education, 

even if government expenditure per child is higher. 

  

The report has also highlighted the irony of 100% enrolment 

and huge illiterate population in India. “One crude fact about 

India’s education sector is that 282 million Indians are 

illiterate.  Government policies ensured universal primary 

enrolment, but by the higher secondary level, enrolment 

drops to 52.2%. With a literacy rate of 77%, India lagged all 

the other BRICS nations, which have literacy rates above 

90%. All these countries have better student-teacher ratios.”  

The report states that despite large share of fund going to 

teacher, the quality of teacher is poor. India is also grappling 

with shortage of teachers. India has fewer teachers in 

comparison with countries that do a better job at education. 

  

http://www.indiaspend.com/cover-story/teachers-get-80-of-

education-expenditure-new-report-31884 

Date Accessed: 21.05.2015 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

New Anti-Hijacking Bill 
(Sharmishtha Mukherjee, Financial Express, May 18, 

2015) 

  

A Bill seeking death penalty for hijackers even in the event 

of on-ground staff casualties will shortly be sent to the 

Cabinet for approval. Civil aviation minister had introduced 

the Anti-Hijacking (Amendment) Bill 2014 in Parliament last 

year. The Bill proposes death penalty for hijackers and 

stringent punishment for people acting in concert with such 

anti-national forces. The definition of hijacking has been 

widened to include in its purview individuals acting in 

concert with hijackers. The proposed law will also give 

security forces the right to immobilise an aircraft or prevent 

its take off. It will further allow Indian Air Force to send its 

fighters to intercept a hijacked aircraft and force it to land. 

Additionally, it will empower security forces to shoot down 

an aircraft, which may be used as a missile to bring down a 

vital installation. 

 

Stringent penalties have been specified and hijackers can be 

awarded death sentences once the new legislation comes into 

force. Under existing norms, the maximum punishment for 

hijacking is life imprisonment and a fine. The changes are in 

line with the Beijing Protocol of the International Civil 

Aviation Organisation (ICAO) to update Indian laws in 

accordance with international resolutions. 

 

The Anti-Hijacking (Amendment) Bill was tabled in the 

Rajya Sabha in 2010 to replace the 1982 Act. The then 

Cabinet headed by former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 

had cleared the Bill in March 2010. It was subsequently 

referred to the Parliamentary standing committee on 

transport, tourism and culture, which gave its 

recommendations in October that year. A group of ministers 

headed by the then home minister P Chidambaram had 

approved the Bill to include death sentence and life 

imprisonment for hijacking before the Cabinet gave its nod to 

the measure at the time. However, the Bill was put on the 

backburner after that. 

 

http://www.financialexpress.com/article/industry/new-anti-

hijacking-bill-likely-to-get-more-teeth-to-be-among-

toughest-globally/73508/ 

Date Accessed 19.05.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan)  
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ECONOMY 
 

Macro Economic Dimension of India 
Table 1: General Inflation Rates in Indian States: May 2015 (%)  

States Rural Urban General 

All India 5.59 4.69 4.99 

Northern Region    

Jammu & Kashmir 10.36 4.61 7.98 

Himachal Pradesh 10.72 4.14 8.99 

Punjab 9.66 6.31 8.02 

Chandigarh 13.33 1.89 2.18 

Uttarakhand 4.19 3.88 5.43 

Haryana 7.24 6.68 8.67 

Delhi 6.72 6.21 8.24 

Uttar Pradesh 4.21 3.53 5.83 

Western Region    

Rajasthan 6.97 6.57 4.94 

Gujarat 3.67 4.61 9.25 

Maharashtra 7.63 4.87 8.44 

Goa 6.23 7.04 3.26 

Lakshadweep 15.34 4.25 15.37 

Daman & Die 13.21 11.44 5.08 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli 20.5 6.3 15.93 

Central Region    

Madhya Pradesh 4.74 6.68 4.03 

Chattishgarh 9.05 5.44 4.22 

Southern Region    

Andhra Pradesh 8.52 4.78 9.23 

Karnakata 6.75 4.58 2.05 

Kerala 5.95 3.12 3.37 

Tamil Nadu 4.51 3.97 9.66 

Puducherry 15.26 8.7 2.23 

Andaman & Nicobar Island 14.28 3.77 8.97 

Northeastern Region    

Arunachal Pradesh 3.69   

Assam 4.55 4.08 3.37 

Manipur 19.48 6.78 21.3 

Meghalaya -1.3 8.47 -4.93 

Mizoram 8.11 13.77 9.55 

Nagaland 15.51 5.16 2.19 

Tripura 8.37 -1.17 6.43 

Sikkim 9.53 2.98 8.6 

Eastern Region    

Bihar 4.69 4.12 0.16 

Jharkhand 4.36 3.64 5.18 

West Bengal -0.28 2.14 1.68 

Odisha 9.84 2.81 9.43 

 Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index (CPI) data of MOSPI.  

 There is one month time lag in CPI data (From the month February 2015 onwards the New Series is introduced with base 

2012=100) provided by MOSPI, Government of India.  

 The 2014 May data at state-level with base 2010 is here converted to new base 2012 with linking factors of MOSPI 1.22, 1.20 and 

1.21 for rural, urban and combined respectively  
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Direct Transfer of Fertiliser Subsidy 

Facing a Tough Time 
(Sanjeeb Mukherjee, Business Standard, May 21, 2015)  
  

The identification of end-users for the direct transfer of  

fertiliser subsidy might create hurdles in the Centre’s plan 

for an early roll-out of the scheme. Officials in the nodal 

department have raised doubts about the desired results even 

at pilot stage of the project in case end users are not 

identified properly. The plan was to transfer the subsidy 

directly to the bank accounts of farmers on a per-hectare 

basis, unlike the present practice of allocating these to the 

companies. The plan was intended to check leakages and to 

correct the imbalance in usage, which at present is highly 

skewed in favour of urea since urea is the cheapest fertiliser 

available in the country at present. 

 

“Though in-principle the department is in favour of direct 

cash transfer of fertiliser subsidy, there are many practical 

difficulties in implementation which needs to be addressed 

if the scheme is to become a success,” a senior official said. 

He said, “If the subsidy is calculated on a per-hectare basis, 

then there might be a situation where the person who owns 

the land gets all the benefit, while the actual tiller is left 

out.” He further added, “Unless a mechanism is found to 

ensure that the subsidy is given to the actual farmer, there 

will be difficulties in implementing the programme.”. 

  

According to a report of the high-level committee on 

restructuring of Food Corporation of India, a direct subsidy 

of around Rs 7,000 a hectare could be transferred to farmers, 

while at the same time urea prices could be deregulated. “It 

may be noted that this type of direct transfer of fertiliser 

subsidy in cash will go a long way in helping those who take 

loans from moneylenders at exorbitant rates to buy 

fertiliser,” the report said. 

  

The 2014-15 Economic Survey had suggested dovetailing 

the Jan Dhan Yojana with Aadhaar and the mobile platform 

to transfer cash subsidies directly to ensure minimum 

leakage. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-

policy/direct-transfer-of-fertiliser-subsidy-facing-a-tough-

time-115052000350_1.html 

Date Accessed: 22.5.2015 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

Few Takers for Jan Dhan Overdraft 
(Ishan Bakshi & Jayshree P Upadhyay, Business 

Standard, May 22, 2015) 

  

According to the government sources, only 8,000 account 

holders have availed of the overdraft (OD) facility, total of 

108 people have availed of the accidental insurance cover, 

while another 152 have taken the life insurance cover 

provided under the Jan Dhan Yojana. The Jan Dhan Yojana 

envisages extending households an overdraft facility of Rs 

5,000 after satisfactory operation of accounts. The overdraft 

facility can be availed only if accounts are operated for over 

six months, i.e. accounts opened before October 31, 2014 

are currently eligible for the facility. 

  

According to official data, the current status of accounts 

opened and benefits avialed under the scheme is as follows: 

1. 68.7 million accounts were opened under the scheme 

till October 31, 2014 

2. Out of 68.7 million accounts, 52.1 million had zero 

balance. Thus, the remaining 16 million accounts 

should ideally be eligible, but it is likely more than one 

account was opened per household, thereby shrinking 

the number of those with overdraft facilities. 

3. So far, the overdraft facility has been sanctioned in only 

40,000 accounts, with only 8,000 availing of it. The 

average size of credit availed stood at Rs 2,500, as per 

the sources. 

  

The low offtake of the OD facility is often explained, a 

result of limited awareness about the facility and bank's 

hesitation to sanction the overdraft because of the associated 

risks. A note prepared by the department of financial 

services (DFS) outlines how these risks are to be covered. It 

has called for the creation of a Rs 1,000 crore fund to 

provide a guarantee against default, whose corpus will be 

financed by the Financial Inclusion Fund maintained by the 

National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development. But 

according to sources at the All India Banking Association 

(IBA), the credit guarantee fund is likely to be created only 

in the next quarter. 

  

The note added "there are 18.2 crore basic banking accounts 

and by the end of the campaign, another 15 crore accounts 

would be added. An overdraft of Rs 5,000 in each of these 

translates to a total of Rs 1,65,000 crore". In other words, 

the scheme had envisaged extending the overdraft facility to 

every household. 

 

For banks, the financial implications of providing an OD 

facility of Rs 1,65,000 crore without any security or 

recourse to funds to manage the risks associated can be 

immense. It will have grave financial repercussions. 

  

Further, the low numbers are also because the poor may find 

it difficult to meet eligibility criteria. In fact it was assumed 

that once the government switched to cash transfer of 

subsidies that these accounts would have the balance 

needed for the overdraft facility. The transfers would also 

help service the interest burden of the overdraft. 
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At present, only the cooking gas subsidy, rural employment 

wages, old age pension and scholarships are chanled through 

cash transfer. The major subsidies  like food, food, fertiliser 

and kerosene are not through the same channel, thus 

suggesting that the OD facility could potentially take off 

better only if there is a significant ramp-up of the cash 

transfers programme. 

  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-

policy/few-takers-for-jan-dhan-overdraft-

115052200044_1.html 

Date Accessed: 22.5.2015 

(Shruti Issar) 
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Niti Chief Warns Against Trade 

Protectionism 
(Daily Pioneer, May 22, 2015) 

  

Niti Aayog Vice-Chairmand Arvind Panagariya contradicts 

with the core concept of Modi government’s flagship 

campaign ‘Make in India’. The campaign aims to push 

domestic manufacturing and provide protection for them to 

thrive. The Niti Aayog Vice-Chairman said,  “No country 

has grown more than 6 per cent for longer period without 

trade growing very rapidly. Turning protectionist will not 

help because if trade doesn't grow, the economy would not 

grow.” 

  

Indicating campaign’s impact on import and export in an 

event, he said, “the economic growth picked up with the 

liberalisation of trade policy after 1991. In the 1980s, “we 

were fighting for trade liberalisation in India and at that time 

it was a contentious issue but today it is not a contentious 

issue. 

  

“He also said that in 1950s, when India's trade policy was 

more liberalised, import to GDP ratio was around 10 per 

cent, but after that India started following import 

substitution policy which resulted in decline in import to 

GDP ratio of 4-5 per cent. India is aiming to nearly double 

exports of goods and services to $900 billion by 2020.  Most 

of the South East Asian economies such as Singapore, South 

Korea and Taiwan maintained exceptionally high growth 

rates between the early 1960s and 1990s on back of rapid 

increase in trade.” 

  

http://www.dailypioneer.com/business/niti-chief-warns-

against-trade-protectionism.html 

Date Accessed: 21.05.2015 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

Mobile System to Plug Out Lapses in 

Mid-Day Meal Scheme 
(Dhirendra Kumar, milleniumpost, May 22, 2015) 

 

The Human Resource Development Ministry is all set to 

launch a Mobile Monitoring System (MMS) to check bogus 

attendance and eliminate leakages in the implementation of 

Mid-Day Meal Scheme.. The project is the brain child of the 

erstwhile UPA government and has only now reached its 

final stage. The IVRS will function through a daily 

monitoring system (DMS), which is being developed by the 

National Informatics Centre (NIC). A project approval 

board meeting was held recently to discuss the system. In 

the meeting state heads were asked to collect the mobile 

numbers of teachers or others in-charge of the MDM 

scheme. This information would be sent to the NIC to 

prepare a database for the system. The ministry has roped in 

NIC, the government’s arm to provide technical assistance, 

to establish IVRS centres in several states.  Teachers will 

receive a daily call from the IVRS centre. “The computer 

generated call would question teachers if mid-day meal has 

been served in their school. The teachers would be given an 

option to press ‘one’ or ‘zero’. On pressing ‘one’, they 

would be asked to give the number of students who had the 

meal. After providing the input, the data will be 

automatically sent to main data centre.” In a case where the 

meal has not been served, teachers will get five options to 

explain such as no stock, no money, and unavailability of 

cook, school closed etc. Tenders have already been initiated 

by the HRD ministry for the selection of a nodal agency. 

The selected nodal agency will establish data centres across 

the country and collect data on a daily basis and will then 

send it to the ministry. This data would then be made 

available in public domain. 

 

http://www.millenniumpost.in/NewsContent.aspx?NID=115

493  

Date Accessed: 24.05.2015 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

  

National Pension System may Undergo 

Major Overhaul 
(Deepti Bhaskaran, livemint, May 21, 2015) 

 

According to a batch of fresh guidelines the National 

System (NPS) may be up for overhaul. The Bajpai 

Committee set up by the Pension Fund Regulatory and 

Development Authority (PFRDA) in 2014 to review 

investment guidelines for the NPS, has suggested a shift 

from passive to active fund management as its investment 

strategy. It also suggested relaxing investment norms for 

pension funds and giving investors the freedom to decide the 

assets they want to put their money in and how much they 

want to invest. 

 

“NPS currently follows a “quantitative portfolio regulation” 

approach toward investments of pension assets. This 

approach prescribes the limits for investment in certain 

assets that are perceived by the regulator to be risky. This 

leads to a system of directed investments in which the 

regulator prescribes the assets as well as the caps on 

investment in these assets.” The proposed changes would 

allow easing of the ceilings for each asset class, allowing in 

turn wider choice of instruments under each asset class 

across all choices. This effectively means expanding 

investment range under equity from merely any index to 

investing in securities with derivatives on the stock 
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exchange and expanding into other capital market 

instruments (primary and secondary) and  even further as the 

market matures. However, experts have said that keeping 

costs low under active management of funds is a challenge. 

Manoj Nagpal of Outlook Asia Capital argued that passive 

fund management might be the best way to achieve that. 

 

“The committee has also recommended harmonizing 

investment guidelines for the NPS across the government 

and the private sector so that both follow the same pattern of 

investments—a proposal that has been welcomed as 

positive. This will allow the government NPS scheme a 

higher exposure to equity of up to 50%.” The report also 

seeks to allow private fund managers to manage the 

Government’s NPS funds. But as of now private sector NPS 

are struggling which makes it difficult to keep costs low. 

“Currently the government sector is managed by three fund 

managers— SBI Pension Funds Pvt. Ltd, UTI Retirement 

Solutions Ltd. and LIC Pension Fund Ltd. Contributions are 

allocated to these three managers in a predefined proportion 

and they invest the funds in pre-determined proportion: Up 

to 55% in government securities, up to 40% in debt 

securities, up to 15% in equity and up to 5% in money 

market instruments.” 

 

The report recommends a timeline of six years in which the 

industry will transition to the new regime in a phased 

manner. According to reports, in the first phase where 

merging of government and private NPS schemes will 

happen more choice should be allowed to pension fund 

managers to invest in equity by allowing investment in 

shares that have derivatives in any stock exchange and 

permitting investments in equity both through the primary 

and secondary markets. The first phase also allows for 

lifecycle funds with the equity cap at 75%. 

 

Currently depending on one’s age, the lifecycle fund 

automatically invests one’s money in different asset classes. 

It starts with a maximum exposure of 50% in the younger 

days and tapers as one reaches retirement. The report also 

recommends a switch to active management in the first 

phase and a limited exposure of 5% in new asset classes 

such as real estate through real estate investment trusts and 

alternative investment funds registered with SEBI. 

 

“The second phase increases the equity exposure to 75% and 

the third recommends no ceiling on asset classes but only a 

negative list of assets and instruments based on the 

experience of the last five years and some prudential 

ceilings like concentration ceilings. The report has 

recommended bringing all the pension products under the 

purview of the PFRDA, noting that SEBI and the Insurance 

Regulatory and Development Authority of India continue to 

grant approval to such products.” The aim is to develop a 

contiguous pension system involving collection, investment, 

fund management, record-keeping and pay-outs for orderly 

growth of the pension sector under the single regulatory 

umbrella of PFRDA, says the report. The report also said the 

fund management fee of 0.01% of the corpus—the industry 

arrived at this fee through an auction—was too low and 

recommended a fixed plus variable fee structure. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/jAaLovPDO3v3uUv4rW

KXpN/Big-bang-changes-proposed-for-the-National-

Pension-System.html 

Date Accessed: 24.05.2015 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

  

DEVELOPMENT 
 

Changes to Child Labour Act Opposed 
(The New Indian Express, May 16, 2015) 

  

RD Sampath Kumar, convenor of the Visakha Forum for 

Child Rights said that the Right to Education Act should be 

implemented in letter and spirit. He objected to certain 

amendments proposed to the Child Labour Act and that they 

would be in violation of the Right to Education Act. 

  

The recent amendments proposed to the Child Labour Act 

allow children to work with their parents after school hours. 

“In such a case, children will not be able to cope with 

studies and it would lead to negative consequences of low 

attendance and increase the dropout rate. It should be 

mandatory that children from ages six to 14 should go to 

school as a child is entitled to education, recreation and 

play, as stated by the existing Child Labour Act,” said Mr. 

Sampath. Furthermore, he pointed out that any contradictory 

proposal would be in violation of the RTE Act as well. 

  

There are enough laws and acts for the eradication of child 

labour but proper implementation is needed to provide 

primary education to children. “Spreading awareness among 

parents, active participation of various organisations 

working against child labour and prevention of children 

from joining family businesses will help better the prospects 

of children and their education, he added.” 

  
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/andhra_pradesh/C

hanges-to-Child-Labour-Act-

Opposed/2015/05/16/article2817307.ece 

Date Accessed: 22.05.2015 

(Afreen Faridi) 
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GOVERNMENT 
 

Death by Neglect 
(EPW, May 1, 2015) 

 

This article highlights how important institutions crucial to 

the system of checks and balances in the executive are 

slowly and steadily being strangulated under the current 

government, such as the Right to Information (RTI) Act. 

The RTI Act, passed in 2005, was path-breaking and was 

considered a major step forward in encouraging 

transparency in governance. The law was premised on the 

belief that citizens have the right to know how governments 

and their agencies function, to access data on government 

programmes and to know how or why decisions are taken, 

or not taken. The response to legitimate queries from the 

public had to come within a time frame, as unnecessary 

delays would undermine faith in such a law. The law’s 

success greatly depends on not only the Chief Information 

Commissioners (CIC), at the Centre and in the States, but 

also the Information Commissioners and other personnel 

who handled the queries. Additionally, public awareness, 

training of the staff handling petitions and proper 

maintenance of records were all inherently important. 

 

Despite shortcomings, each year saw an increase in the 

number of petitions filed under the RTI Act, suggesting that 

faith in the law was growing. However, now the Act is 

under threat as the government has chosen to simply neglect 

it. Since August 2014, no one has been appointed to the post 

of CIC. Three posts for Information Commissioners also 

continue to lie vacant. Former CIC Shailesh Gandhi, in an 

open letter to the PM, has written that by delaying these 

appointments, the government is rendering the law 

“dysfunctional” as certain levels of queries can only be dealt 

with by the CIC, which are put on hold in the absence of 

one. The absence of the full quota of Information 

Commissioners further adds to the backlog. These vacancies 

adding to successive backlog would create the sort of delay 

that erodes faith in the efficacy of the law. 

 

While the government celebrates its one year in office, 

many appointments and positions remain vacant. Apart from 

CIC, the Central Vigilance Commissioner (CVC), the Lok 

Pal as well as heads of innumerable academic institutions 

remain vacant. The CVC has been an important check on 

financial malpractices and curtain corruption within the 

government. The NDA government has claimed to keep 

corruption down, yet there is a blatant weakening of the very 

institution that can keep checks. 

 

http://www.epw.in/editorials/death-neglect.html\ 

Date accessed: 18.5.2015 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 

EXCLUSION 
 

Right to have a Childhood 
(The Hindu, May 16, 2015) 

  

The Cabinet approval to the amendments of Child Labour 

(Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986 has raised serious 

concerns. One proposed change is to allow children below 

14 to work in family enterprises and the audio-visual 

entertainment industry if such work does not interfere with 

children’s education. Another amendment proposes to “ 

‘regulate adolescents’ in the 14-18 age group by prohibiting 

their employment in hazardous occupations unsuitable to 

their age.” 

  

The 1986 act needs to be amended because of three reasons: 

  

● The law has been ineffective in curbing child labour.  

● “It is in contradiction with Article 21-A of the 

Constitution and the Right of Children to Free and 

Compulsory Education Act, 2009 that makes schooling 

compulsory for all in the age group of six to 14 years.”  

● It does not regulate adolescent labour as mandated by 

ILO Conventions 138 and 182. 

  

The issue in the proposed amendments is the exemption to 

ban employment in family enterprises. Argument in favor of 

the amendment is that socio-economic conditions justify 

children helping in family occupation as long as that is not 

hazardous and is balanced with schooling. While this may 

sound reasonable but it is unworkable. 

  

The amendments made to the law will open loopholes to 

permit child labour. ‘Family enterprises’ can also be 

exploitative and oppressive. They fall in unorganized sector 

making them hard to govern. Girls and children from Dalit 

backgrounds will be adversely affected as they may be 

forced into domestic work and denied childhood. 

  

The need of the hour is to ensure proper and strict 

implementation of the law rather than creating ways of 

pushing more children into child labor.. This includes 

incorporating provision for rehabilitation of children rescued 

from traumatic working conditions. This will require 

“interlinking of ‘rescue, rehabilitation and schooling’ 

through greater coordination among Ministries and 

organisations.” Provisions will also be needed to brought in 

line with other laws such as RTE Act, the Bonded Labour 

System (Abolition) Act, 1976, the Factories Act, 1948, the 

Beedi and Cigar Workers Act, 1996 among others. 
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http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/editorial-on-

approval-of-amendments-to-child-labour-prohibition-and-

regulation-act-1986/article7211095.ece 

Date Accessed: 22.5.2015 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

EDUCATION 
 

India Needs to Urgently Boost Scientific 

Research 
(Scroll, May 18, 2015) 

  

As PM Narendra Modi praises science and research in India 

at public events and reaffirms his government’s commitment 

to encourage research in India, there is much cause of 

concern. 

  

All is not well with Indian research lament experts. There 

are reports of research thesis being sold at photocopy shops 

in the national capital for a few hundred rupees, along with a 

damning indictment by a parliamentary panel, which noted 

that apart from the acute shortage of research professionals 

in the country, the quality of existing Indian doctorates 

leaves much to be desired. 

  

A comprehensive report by Nature, a respectable science 

magazine, slams the NDA government for a shoddy job at 

improving the state of innovation and research in the 

country. The Human Resources Development Minister 

Smriti Irani is already being criticized for trying to 

"Indianise" education by seeking inputs from right-wing 

ideologues. The report will be an uneasy read even for the 

PM who has been exhorting scientists and researchers to 

look to the glories of ancient India. 

  

“Indian research is hampered by stifling bureaucracy, poor-

quality education at most universities and insufficient 

funding. Successive governments have pledged to increase 

support for research and development to 2% of India's gross 

domestic product, but it has remained static at less than 

0.9% of GDP,” the magazine noted. 

  

India, with over 1.2 billion people, has one of the lowest 

densities of scientific workforce with barely two lakh 

researchers, ranking even below Chile, Kenya, including the 

US and UK when it comes to research workforce density in 

the labour population. The support system from the 

government is missing in terms of both quality benchmarks 

and rewards. “If you want people to take up research, you 

should give them incentives in terms of salary, grants, 

access to libraries and so on but that’s missing completely,” 

said Shaswati Mazumdar, professor at the University of 

Delhi’s department for Germanic and Romance studies. 

Low density of scientific workforce has a direct impact on 

the number of patents and research paper India puts out. 

India’s rate of filing patents is measurably low per capita, 

compared to others. In 2013, South Korea filed over 4,400 

patents per one million of population while India could 

manage only 17. 

 

A report compiled by the consultancy and research firm EY 

noted the insufficient number of research papers authored by 

Indian academicians. In 2011, China’s academics published 

almost five times more research papers as compared to their 

Indian counterparts. 

 

“Indian spending is not lower than other countries when it 

comes to investing in research. India manages to spend 

$1,71,000, which is more than what countries like Pakistan 

and Spain manage, and almost equal to China’s spending of 

$1,73,000 per researcher. However, this doesn’t necessarily 

translate into quality research as the Nature magazine 

highlighted.” India’s scholarly impact, measured by the 

number of times papers from the country are cited in other 

research work, was 30% below the world average in the year 

2013. 

 

http://scroll.in/article/727743/india-research-report-

doctorates-innovation-hrd-shortage 

Date Accessed: 23.05.2015 

(Afreen Faridi) 

  

States Fail to Fill up Vacant Teachers’ 

Posts 
(Deccan Herald, May 17, 2015) 

  

As per latest government data, many state governments have 

failed to recruit the required number of teachers in 

elementary schools. Uttar Pradesh has the highest number of 

vacancies with 1.4 lakh posts vacant, followed by Bihar with 

over 1.3 lakh vacancies and West Bengal with over 46,000 

vacancies. 

  

The Centre had sanctioned a total of 19.85 lakh posts of 

school teachers till 2014-15 since the Right to Education Act 

came into force in 2010. However, almost 6 lakh teaching 

posts continue to remain vacant. States such as Gujarat, 

Haryana, Punjab and Rajasthan have failed to provide any 

training to their teachers since 2012 despite repeated 

directions by the Centre. Gujarat which is touted by the BJP 

as a model state has more than 9,000 vacancies in teachers’ 

posts while Jharkhand is yet to recruit over 42,000 teachers, 

Maharashtra over 26,000 and Madhya Pradesh over 25,000 

teachers. 

  

A Parliamentary Standing Committee took serious note of 

the government data and asked the HRD ministry to find the 
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cause of such number of vacant posts of teachers in the 

country. 

  

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/478187/states-fail-

fill-up-vacant.html 

Date Accessed: 23.05.2015 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

HEALTH 
 

Strengthening Our Healthcare System 
(Amit Kapoor, Millennium Post, May 16, 2015) 

  

One of the biggest challenges India faces and will continue 

to face in the forthcoming decades is with regards to 

healthcare. It would include issues like health accessibility, 

infant mortality rates, the stunted growth of children because 

of ill health, maternal health, disease patterns among its 

adult population as well as the challenges pertaining to its 

ageing population, among others. It is bound to be further 

accentuated by processes like urbanisation and ever-growing 

pollution levels. The first and foremost challenge on the 

healthcare front will be addressing and tackling diseases and 

understanding their patterns. Another related challenge is 

also to make healthcare affordable and accessible and to 

ensure that there is trust and synergy between the public and 

private health sector service providers and the common 

people. The challenge of access is also more pronounced 

because of financial shortages that result in a lack of 

infrastructure and manpower. Healthcare spending is a 

dismal 1 percent of GDP in India.  

 

The government has to make a health care delivery 

framework where trust is embedded. The government also 

has to rethink how the framework is set and implemented. It 

requires reform and building a system that is trustworthy 

and at the same time responsive to the needs of a low 

resource setting. Use of technology for reducing access as 

well as transaction costs can also help in building a better 

framework. Also, there is a need to fix accountability and 

responsibility where it is due especially in the private sector 

where there is a profit motive involved. Doctors should be 

driven by ethical and professional principles rather than just 

a profit motive. The government also has to look at the long-

term vision and the health challenges that face the country. 

It involves greater investments and doing away with 

redundant laws if the need so arises. 

 

A new healthcare system can be designed along with 

universal access only when medicines are viewed in a new 

light. It is because medicines play a key role specially in 

developing countries like India. The new system can be 

designed with common principles of competition, 

regulation, equity and access. While these can be the 

guiding principles, a one size fits all approach to the 

healthcare needs of an individual state may be detrimental to 

effective healthcare governance. The government has to take 

leadership in investing more and enabling greater 

participation through the PPP mode, which is just one of the 

ways of enabling greater public-private participation. What 

is required is a system of checks and balances.  

 

http://www.millenniumpost.in/NewsContent.aspx?NID=114

775 

Date Accessed: 18.05.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

  

ENVIRONMENT 
 

What Monsoon Holds for India in 2015 
(Vani Manocha, Down to Earth, May16, 2015) 

  

As per the predictions of the India Meteorological 

Department (IMD) conditions over Andaman Sea are 

becoming favorable for an early monsoon. However, the 

question is whether it will stay strong after hitting the Kerala 

coast around May 30. In 2014, India witnessed 12% deficit 

in monsoon. If the predictions of deficient rainfall are true, it 

will be a second consecutive year of less rainfall in India. 

  

Monsoons are crucial for the economy, especially the 

agricultural sector that has been struggling with droughts 

and extreme rain. “Between March 1 and March 18 was 

49.2 mm—197 per cent above normal and major cropped 

losses were reported from Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and 

Maharashtra.” These losses have also triggered farmer 

suicides. 

  

El Ninos predictions have also raised concerns. As per the 

US’ National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA) predictions there is a 90 % chance that the current 

El Niño will continue to the end of the year. Japan's 

Meteorological Agency and the Australian Bureau of 

Meteorology noted that water in Pacific is warm enough and 

that El Niño is back. “International rating agency Moody’s 

recently stated monsoon as an “additional risk” to India’s 

GDP growth in 2015.” 

  

Government has a contingency plan for 580 districts in case 

of low monsoons. The combination of factors could lead to 

inflation and to in turn add to farmer distress especially for 

those who are getting ready for the Kharif season while 

recovering from the losses of unseasonal rains in March. 

  

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/what-monsoon-

holds-india-2015 

Date Accessed: 22.5.2015 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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India Ranks 24th in the First 

Environmental Democracy Index 
(Daily News and Analysis, May 21, 2015) 

  

As per the Washington-based World Resources Institute 

(WRI) and Access Initiative study India was ranked 24
th

 in 

the first Environmental Democracy Index. “The index 

evaluates environmental democracy in 70 countries, 

including 75 legal and 24 practice indicators, based on 

recognised international standards.” It evaluates a countries 

progress in enacting laws to promote transparency, 

accountability and citizen engagement in environmental 

decision-making. The top 10 countries included: Lithuania, 

Latvia, Russia, the US, South Africa, the UK, Hungary, 

Bulgaria, Panama and Colombia. 

  

Key findings of the report include the following : 

  

● Even though 93% countries assessed have established 

the right to environmental information, about 45% of 

them do not have mechanisms to ensure timely delivery 

of information.  

● About 79% countries received poor score for public 

participation.  

● Nearly 46% of the countries assessed do not provide 

any ambient air quality data online for their capital 

cities.  

● In 73% of the countries, courts will hear environmental 

cases. But very few countries assessed have assistance 

for marginalised groups. 

● Only 14% of the countries have legal mechanisms that 

help women access courts to obtain redress when their 

environmental rights are violated. 

  

Avi Garbow, General Counsel for US Environmental 

Protection Agency, notes that giving access to information is 

the first step in engaging citizens in environmental 

governance but more needs to be done for a meaningful 

engagement. As per Mark Robinson, global director, 

Governance, WRI the index is a means to help governments 

become more transparent and give citizens a tool for 

advocacy of more rights. 

  

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-india-ranks-24th-in-

the-first-environmental-democracy-index-2087783 

Date Accessed: 22.5.2015 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGRICULTURE 
 

India’s Rural Distress Set to Worsen 
(Sayantan Bera, Livemint, May 15, 2015) 

 

On May 13, 2015, the Ministry of Agriculture announced 

that foodgrain production, at 251 million tonnes (mt) of 

cereal and pulses was likely to decline by 5.3% in 2014-15. 

2014’s drought together with unseasonal weather earlier in 

2015 is threatening a substantial decline in foodgrain 

output—the first in five years of such magnitude. The 

Ministry said, “A deficit monsoon in 2014 that affected 

production of Kharif crops and unseasonal showers in 

March and April that damaged the winter (Rabi) crop just 

ahead of harvest is expected to cause a dip in production of 

rice, wheat, coarse cereals and pulses.” 

 

The adverse weather events of 2014-15 are set to have an 

impact on the growth rate of the agriculture sector. The 

February, 2015, forecast by the Central Statistics Office 

(CSO), estimated that agriculture is likely to grow at a rate 

of 1.1%, down from previous year’s growth rate of 3.7%. 

However, this forecast did not take into account the 

unseasonal showers that damaged crops in 19 million 

hectares, nearly a third of the winter crop area, spread across 

15 states. This could drive down the growth to 0.6-0.8%. 

 

A 5% dip in production may not be cause for worry about 

food availability as India has ample stocks, over 51 mt of 

rice and wheat (as on 1 May). However, the weather events 

have severely distressed farm incomes. For farmers who 

spend more to save the Kharif crop from a drought and 

suffered crop loss due to unseasonal rains, would be 

distressed. Additionally, prices of key crops like rice, wheat 

and cotton were lower this year. Prices of cash crops like 

basmati rice and potatoes too crashed. Farming in India has 

undergone a structural shift with farmers increasingly opting 

for commercial crops.  However, there is no corresponding 

growth in institutional support to underwrite the new class 

of risks that they have been exposed to. Against this 

backdrop, the rural distress is only set to become more 

grave. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/TkKaRlSes4GxHCbGz30

RLP/Indias-rural-distress-set-to-worsen.html 

Date accessed: 18.5.2015 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
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Being a Maoist is Not a Crime, says 

Kerala High Court 
(Shaju Philip, Indian Express, May 23, 2015) 

 

In a recent development the Kerala High Court has said that 

being a Maoist is not a crime and that a person cannot be 

arrested merely because he is one. The court was acting on a 

writ petition filed by Shyam Balakrishnan, who alleged that 

he was illegally arrested by the Kerala Police last year on 

suspicion of being a Maoist. The bench of Justice 

Muahmmed Mutstaque said a person could be arrested only 

if he is involved in unlawful activities. “Being a Maoist is 

no crime. Freedom of thought and liberty of conscience is a 

natural right. Freedom becomes unlawful only when it 

concerns the physical law of the State,” said the judge. The 

court has now directed the state government to pay 

Balakrishnan Rs 1 lakh as compensation and Rs 10,000 as 

litigation fees. After his arrest Balakrishnan moved the High 

Court against the police claiming that the force’s action has 

infringed on Article 21 of the Constitution. However, his 

main concern behind filing the writ petition was to highlight 

the violation of a person’s Fundamental Rights and the lack 

of police procedures to deal with such a situation without 

the violation of a person’s rights. 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/being-

maoist-is-not-a-crime-rules-kerala-high-court/ 

Date Accessed: 24.05.2015 

(Rohit Chauhan)   
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GENDER 
 

New Report Shows Women in Fisheries 

Sector are Underpaid 
(Down to Earth, May 20, 2015) 

  

As per the Globefish Research Programme report, a unit of 

Food and Agricultural Organization, even though women 

make half of the fishery sector- they are often unrecognized 

or underpaid. Moreover, access to opportunities for women 

are limited and they are not adequately represented in 

leadership roles.  Fishery supports livelihood of 120 million 

people (out of which 47% are women) worldwide and is 

responsible for 20% nutrient supply in low-income 

countries. 

  

Women do not get access to resources like processing 

technology and storage facilities. Women are thus relegated 

to roles such as local sale, cleaning boats and bringing fish 

to markets while men dominate offshore and industrial 

fishing. Such roles for women lead to lower pay for them. 

Limited access to loans prevents women from upgrading 

their business. Their participation is also limited by strong 

cultural values, for example- women who wish to enter fish 

production in developing countries lack the right to own 

land or boats. 

  

The study notes that the data available to conduct the study 

was limited and of poor quality. "Of the six countries 

studied in the FAO report (Croatia, India, Iceland, Egypt, 

France and Senegal), only 'Iceland collects gender 

disaggregated data' over the full employment spectrum in 

the seafood industry." Report also states that countries like 

India and Senegal have good records because of gender 

sensitive aid agencies. 

  

The report notes that issues of gender equality are not 

limited to small fishing industries only. "It is also reflected 

in the relative absence of women in board rooms, executive 

positions and fisheries conferences. Of the world’s top 100 

seafood companies, only one is run by a woman as chief 

executive officer". 

  

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/new-report-shows-

women-fisheries-sector-are-underpaid 

Date Accessed: 22.5.2015 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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Book Review: India-Central Asia 

Relations 
(K. Subramanian, The Hindu, May 17, 2015) 

 

India-Central Asia Relations: The Economic Dimension has 

been written by Amiya Chandra, who has worked in the 

Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas and also done 

research in the Jawaharlal Nehru University. The CARs - 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgystan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 

Uzbekistan, pose a complex challenge to Indian diplomacy, 

judged both by geo-strategic compulsions and by India’s 

energy concerns. Until the breakdown of the Soviet Union 

in 1991, the CARs did not assume a position on India’s 

diplomatic establishment. After the collapse of the Soviet 

Union, the lure of oil, gas, uranium and other precious 

metals drew many countries to the region, which had lost the 

security cover provided by the Soviet Union. Muslim 

fundamentalist forces and its variants had begun to take 

roots in the area while major powers attempted to access 

oil/gas reserves. Apart from exploration and extraction, 

efforts are on to lay pipelines stretching from CARs to 

Europe or to Russia, to China, etc, amidst the inhospitable 

terrain and hostile regimes. China began work to revive its 

historic “Silk Road”, recently being supported by Russia. 

The US has started work on New Silk Road to counter 

China’s. 

 

India’s relations with the CARs have remained low recently, 

our access being blocked by Pakistan which works closely 

with China. Only in 2012 was the “Connect Central Asia” 

policy launched. While China vastly expanded its economic 

relations with the region through trade and investment, India 

focused on countering Pakistan-sponsored terrorism than 

rather than promoting economic cooperation. This book 

provides a historical background to India’s relations with the 

CARs and traces the trends in recent years, especially after 

they gained independence and how the “Connect Central 

Asia” policy was evolved. The author refers to the very low 

levels of trade with countries in the region which rose from 

$115 million in 1996 to $738 million in 2012. The chapter 

on energy cooperation is descriptive and positions India’s 

dependence on imports and how cooperation with the region 

is vital. The author highlights the importance of and the 

problems relating to the future of TAPI (Turkmenistan-

Afghanistan-Pakistan-India) pipeline, on which India relies 

heavily.  Lack of consensus on pricing, gas certification, 

financing and security are some problematic factors. 

 

The chapter on transportation routes, which are vital for 

connectivity, offers details of many projects proposed and 

how they meet with severe constraints. The book provides 

basic economic data on GDP, trade, exports, imports, etc on 

every country in the region along with details of bilateral 

bilateral visits made to the countries. However, the book 

lacks assessment of the work done after the agreements are 

signed. Though the book brings attention to Pakistan and 

China’s efforts against India, it does not give an account, in 

entirety, of the varied games played by them to this effect.  

Though the book is a useful handbook on CARs & India, it 

emphasises excessively on technical terms and establishes a 

misplaced optimism about India’s efforts for cooperation. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/books/caught-in-the-central-asian-

vortex/article7215033.ece 

Date accessed: 18.5.2015 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

  

Green Signals by Jairam Ramesh 
(S. Gopikrishna Warrier, Frontline, May 29, 2015) 

  

In June 2011, during his interaction with editors of five 

newspapers, when Manmohan Singh was asked about his 

Environment Minister’s statement that the Ministry was 

forced to reverse many of its decision under pressure from 

the Prime Minister, he said: “I think he is right.” When 

asked, “Are you pressuring him?”, he replied, “As Gandhiji 

said, poverty is the biggest polluter. We need to have a 

balance.” Jairam Ramesh, the Minister in question, had built 

up a reputation for standing up for the cause of the 

environment and stalling development projects that could 

damage the environment. In his presentation before 

journalists in October 1993, Jairam Ramesh criticised all 

those who held conservative views on economic growth. 

Why did he change his position of the 1990s? Or, did he 

change his stand at all? This is the topic that he sets out to 

cover in Green Signals: Ecology, Growth, and Democracy 

in India. Jairam Ramesh writes about the actions he took 

during his 25-month tenure. Memoirs are usually written 

after a person in position retires. Jairam Ramesh appears to 

have maintained detailed written accounts of his decisions 

and other communications. A significant tool that he added 

to his decision-making process was the “speaking order”, 

which enabled the public to understand the reasons for a 

decision. Despite the oxymoron, these written speaking 

orders added an entirely different dimension to the executive 

decisions of that time. 

 

Green Signals is a book that anybody interested in 

environmental developments in India should read.  Jairam 

Ramesh’s main arguments are articulated in the introductory 

chapter. He begins each of the other chapters by explaining 

one of the facets and then supporting it with other 

materialspeaking orders, transcripts from parliamentary 
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debates, official letters that he wrote, his newspaper articles 

and speech texts. Together, the supporting documents 

constitute a good repository from the 25-month period 

during which Jairam Ramesh was Environment Minister, 

though the author is the sole curator and thus can be prone 

to selection bias. 

 

It is in this battle between two sets of articulate, urban 

Indian middle class votaries that Jairam Ramesh’s school of 

engagement found its relevance. Without hiding his own 

urban and middle-class roots, Jairam Ramesh tried to find a 

middle space. It is this effort that matters and this is what he 

will be remembered for. It matters less whether he is an 

“enviro-agnostic” or an “enviro-believer”, or whether a 95 

per cent approval rate is different from 99.999 per cent. 

 

http://www.frontline.in/books/green-

memories/article7197322.ece?homepage=true 

Accessed: 18.05.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
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