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EDITORIAL 
 

Dear Reader,  

 
This last week marked a very unfortunate milestone in the life of the children of India. The government introduced an 

amendment to the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Bill, 2014, which among other things allowed 

that children who are found to have committed heinous crimes may be transferred to the adult criminal justice system.  

Despite data and research that clearly points out that juvenile crime has actually not increased at the alarming pace 

that its being made out to be, and the fact that the current status of our police, adult criminal system and jails will only 

have a hugely deleterious effect on our children (especially those from the poorer sections of society), the government 

used its numbers to ensure that the Bill passed in Lok Sabha. The cover story this week brings to you an in-depth 

analysis on why it must be hoped that the Rajya Sabha holds back its approval of the amendments to this Bill. The 

Juvenile Justice Bill, 2014 shifts focus from the real problem. Instead of harsher punishments for juveniles, as a nation 

we need to understand and address the underlying reasons why such crimes occur in the first place! 

 

The proposed changes to the Child Labour Prohibition Act are yet another area where the government is close to 

taking away the childhood that every child in this country deserves. The government proposes to allow children to 

work in “family enterprises” post school hours. The fig leaf of inculcating an “entrepreneurial spirit” in these 

children is as specious an argument as can be! This one move will undo all the recent progress that we have made 

thanks to the Right to Education, and children, especially the girl child, will be pulled out of schools to add to the 

family income. For a nation which is hoping its growth will be delivered by its incredible demographic dividend, we 

seem to be pushing ahead with the most regressive policies and working at cross purposes with our commitment to our 

children and our development goals. 

 

There’s a storm brewing in the Indian Ocean and it’s not just the imminent Monsoons – the Union Agriculture 

Ministry has announced new guidelines on deep sea fishing which will result in local fishermen being swamped out by 

foreign fishing vessels as the government has reduced the Over All Length (OAL) of fishing vessels from 20 metres to 

15 metres. Additionally, the definition of the term ‘Operator’ had been expanded to include “joint ventures” with up 

to 49 per cent foreign equity. The procedure for engaging foreign crews had also been made easier by absolving the 

requirement for prior clearance from the Centre. First the LARR and now this – is the government once again 

planning to take away the rights of the poor individuals who have lived off the land and sea for centuries to favour 

large corporate? 

 

A very interesting piece from the EPW raises the concern that the current government seems to be building the case 

for diluting India’s strong IPR regime. Clearly it is under pressure to introduce pro-evergreening provisions and 

hopes to appease its “strategic” partners in the West. Is this government writing a new chapter in history by 

consigning India’s status as “Pharmacy of the Third World” to history? 

 

Finally do see our Book Review section for some very interesting reading. Especially the “Demolition of Babri 

Masjid: A National Dishonour” – a good read for scholars, researchers and anyone interested in learning about one 

of the most tragic events in contemporary India, as it brings together documents and data that leads to the conclusion 

that too many people abdicated their duty at that point of time…. 

 

 

 
Ms. Barkha Deva 

Associate Director, RGICS  
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PUTTING CHILDREN AT RISK: JUVENILE JUSTICE BILL, 2014 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The UPA Government had introduced a number of policies for the protection and welfare of children during its tenure 

such as the National Child Policy 2012, the Integrated Child Protection Scheme and the enactment of Prevention of 

Sexual Offences Against Children Act, 2012. In a forward looking legislation, the UPA government amended the 

Juvenile Justice (JJ) Act, 2000 to bring it at par with global practices. 

 

The Nirbhaya gang rape, in which one of the accused was a juvenile, led to a debate on the question of stronger 

punitive actions against juveniles committing heinous crimes. However, on July 17, 2013, the Supreme Court rejected 

a batch of petitions seeking changes in the law to ensure that juveniles be tried under adult law in heinous offences 

like rape and murder and decided that the existing law must not be disturbed. In 2014, the Ministry of Women and 

Child Development, Government of India had proposed a Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Bill, 2014 

which included a regressive proposal to set up a transfer system enabling children, alleged to have committed heinous 

crimes transferred to the adult criminal justice system. The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Human Resource 

Development rejected the provision of transfer categorically and concluded that the existing juvenile system was 

reformative and rehabilitative in nature, while recognizing the fact that 16-18 years is an extremely sensitive and 

critical age requiring greater protection. Despite opposition by various legislators and child rights activists, this Bill 

was passed by Lok Sabha on May, 07, 2015. This Bill will repeal the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 

Children) Act 2000, and will mark the reversal of more than 150 years of progressive jurisprudence with regards to 

increasing protection for children in conflict with law (The first law for safeguarding children in India was the 

Apprentices Act of 1850).  

 

CONTENTIOUS PROVISIONS 

 

Discrepancies in the legislation 

 The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Bill, 2014 has put in place a selective system, whereby the 

Juvenile Justice Board will have the discretionary powers to transfer a child in the age group of 16-18, 

accused of rape, murder, kidnapping robbery, dacoity, and other offences which are punishable with imprisonment 

for a minimum term of seven years, to the adult criminal justice system for trial and conviction.  

 Under clause 16 and clause 19(3) of the Bill the word ‘juvenile’ has been replaced with ‘child in conflict with law’ 

to make a more humane reference. However, the term ‘child alleged to be in conflict with law’ and ‘child found to 

be in conflict with law’ are not defined clearly and are used interchangeably, thus leaving a huge gap that can be 

used to misinterpret the law to arrest and incriminate more children.  

 Under the new law, the Juvenile Justice Board is to make an enquiry within a month of being produced before a 

juvenile justice board to determine the nature of the offence and circumstances following which the JJB may order 

for the child to be tried under the JJ Act or an adult court. Chapter V of the Bill deals with Child Welfare 

Committees. The Bill proposes that the Deputy Commissioner/District Magistrate should chair the Child Welfare 

Committee. However, as pointed out by the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR), the 

proposed composition of the Child Welfare Committee will not serve the purpose of constituting a Committee. 

The proposal that the Deputy Commissioner/District Magistrate should chair the Child Welfare Committee will 

not only delay the decision making process (due to preoccupations and work overload of the DCIDM), but will 

also be against the independent functioning of CWC. 
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Constitutional Violation 

 Clause 7 of the Bill is also in contravention of Article 20(1) of the Constitution which clearly states that a person 

should not be awarded a penalty greater than the one provided for under the law, at the time of the commission of 

the offence. Clause 7 subjects an individual to an adult justice system, when apprehended after completing 21 

years of age, for an offence he committed when he was 16 - 18 years old. This clause exposes the offender to a 

higher penalty for an offence he committed as a child and discriminates between children apprehended before 21 

years and those apprehended after 21 years, also violating Article 14 of the Constitution. The one month given to 

the Juvenile Justice Board for their preliminary assessment is too short and could lead to a presumption of guilt 

which itself violates the Constitution. 

 

Violation of International Agreements 

 One of the objectives of the new Bill is to bring the current juvenile system in absolute conformity with the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989. In fact, the Bill in its Statement of Objects and Reasons 

(SOR) claims that it adheres to all the standards of the Convention. However, by differentiating between children 

below 16 years and those between 16-18 years, the Bill abandons this Convention instead of sticking to it. Article 

3 of the Convention declares that States party to the Convention ought to give importance to the interest of the 

child over public safety, contrary to what the Bill prescribes, requiring the adjudication of children as adult 

criminals in the interest of public safety. The concept of preliminary assessment for determining the transfer 

of a child to a court, under clause 16(1) violates the principle of presumption of innocence guaranteed 

under Article 40(2)(b)(i) of the Convention.  
 

 It also violates the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice 1985 or the 

Beijing Rules, which require a child or a young person, accused of an offence, to be treated differently from an 

adult. In December 2012, the Attorney General’s National Task Force on Children Exposed to Violence 

recommended that “No juvenile offender should be viewed as or treated as an adult. Laws and regulations 

prosecuting them as adults in adult courts, incarcerating them as adults, and sentencing them to harsh punishments 

that ignore and diminish their capacity to grow must be replaced or abandoned”. 

 

The current Bill also withdraws the protection against disqualification guaranteed under the JJ Act. Now even if a 

child is found to have undergone reformative changes at the end of a highly arbitrary assessment process, she/he will 

incur the disqualification attached to the conviction, making it impossible to secure gainful employment, stand for 

elections or benefit from the fundamental principle of a ‘fresh start’.  These provisos constitute a flagrant violation of 

the Right to Life and Human Dignity as they will deprive children of a livelihood and leave them with no avenues for 

a dignified existence.  

 

The current Bill also fails to address existing gaps in the law. The new law does not taken into account the special 

needs and requirements of certain sub-groups among juveniles in conflict with law. For instance, it fails to stipulate 

guidelines or policy directions for dealing with juvenile sex offenders, recidivists, female juveniles and or other 

victims of juvenile crime. These are categories on which the existing legislation is silent. By failing to address these 

existing gaps the new law ensures that the problems continue.  Also, under the new Bill a child can be held in 

detention for 20 years for committing certain offences covered under Indian Penal Code.  

 

IMPACT OF THE 2014 BILL 

 

1. The Bill Puts the Public at a Greater Risk 

The proposal of the NDA Government to allow “transfer” of juveniles aged 16-18 to the adult criminal justice 

system poses a grave danger to society. The Bill also presumes that treating juveniles who commit serious 

crimes as adults will serve as a deterrent against juvenile crime and therefore promote public safety. 
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However, juveniles transferred to the adult criminal justice system are far more likely to become hardened 

criminals and commit serious crimes than if they are kept within the juvenile justice system. In comparative 

studies by Jeffrey Fagan, Associate Professor, School of Criminal Justice, Rutgers, involving adolescents before 

the adult criminal court in New York and those before the juvenile court, it was witnessed that children in New 

York treated as adult criminals were more prone to recidivism and the gravity of their crimes also increased. “The 

New York kids treated as adult criminals were rearrested faster, more often, and for more serious crimes, and 

more often were returned to prison” and that 80% of the juveniles who are released from adult prisons go on to 

commit more serious offences. Putting juveniles in adult prisons exposes them to hardened criminals who will 

feed on their vulnerability and initiate them into serious crime. This will put society at a higher risk and increase 

the supply to organized crime. The JJ system will become a breeding ground for producing criminals rather than 

stopping them. 

 

2. The Proposal of the Government is Anti-Poor and Anti-OBC/SC/ST,  

Given that most of the juveniles in the JJ system come from the poorest and most marginalized sections of society 

(OBC, SC, ST), often without even the support of a family or proper legal representation, the Bill will put the 

children from these communities at risk of facing a stint in adult prisons. The Bill targets an extremely 

marginalized section of the society as seen in the socio-economic profile of juveniles apprehended under law. 

Most of the juveniles hail from deprived socio-economic backgrounds and not having completed even primary 

education. This is a segment that needs protection and not incarceration. In 2013, 32.14% of juveniles had 

primary-level education and 19.28% were illiterate (Figure1). Together, they constitute 51.43% of juveniles 

apprehended for crimes under IPC and SLL. 50.24% juveniles had an annual income of up to Rs 25,000 and 

27.31% up to Rs 50,000. Taken together, 77.56% of juveniles apprehended have an annual income below Rs 

50,000.  

 
Figure 1: Socio-economic Profile of Juveniles apprehended in 2013 

  
    

Source: National Crime Records Bureau, Ministry of Home Affairs, GOI 
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3. The Bill is Anti-Child 

All juveniles are entitled to proper care, protection and treatment meeting their developmental needs, to child-

friendly approach in the adjudication and disposition of matters in the best interest of children and for their 

ultimate rehabilitation.”  No juvenile can be deprived of this protection simply because he or she happens to 

commit a crime for which the legislature has imposed a sentence of a particular duration or because the crime is 

considered to be “heinous.” The Bill violates international and Constitutional norms on the treatment of children 

in conflict with law, which clearly stipulate against incarceration of children in adult prisons.  

 

During her speech in the Lok Sabha, the Minister for Women and Child Development, Smt. Maneka Gandhi, said 

that a child convicted of a heinous crime done with an ‘adult mind’ would be sent to a ‘Bostel’ (a term coined by 

the Minister in her speech introducing the Bill in the house of Lok Sabha). First, there are no standards or 

protocols to determine the presence of an ‘adult mind’ objectively. Secondly, Bostel is merely explained as “a 

specific area kept for children apart from the jail system,” by the minister. It is not know whether the area would 

be a part of the jail compound or outside it. The question of logistical and infrastructural requirements for a bostel 

is yet not clear thus, leaving juveniles at risk from abuse and exploitation. 

 

4. False Presumption regarding Juvenile Crimes 

The move to enact a new law presumes that juvenile crime rate is very high and presents a baseless fact that our 

society is at risk. Juvenile crime constitutes a miniscule fraction of the total crimes being committed in India. As 

per the National Crime Records Bureau’s annual reports on Crime in India (Table 1), the percentage of crimes 

under Indian Penal Code (IPC) reportedly committed by juveniles to total IPC crimes reported in the country has 

ranged from 1.0% to 1.2% in the last decade. 

 

Table 1: Crimes committed by Juveniles as compared to Total Cognizable Crimes in India 2003-

2013 

 

Year 
Incidence of Total 

Cognizable Crimes 

Incidence of Juvenile 

crimes 

Percentage of 

Juvenile crimes to 

total crimes 

2003 1716120 17819 1.0 

2004 1832015 19229 1.0 

2005 1822602 18939 1.0 

2006 1878293 21088 1.1 

2007 1989673 22865 1.1 

2008 2093379 24535 1.2 

2009 2121345 23926 1.1 

2010 2224831 22740 1.0 

2011 2325575 25125 1.1 

2012 2387188 27936 1.2 

2013 2647722 31725 1.2 

Source: National Crime Records Bureau, Ministry of Home Affairs, GOI 
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The Bill also assumes that there has been a significant increase in violent crimes by juveniles and provides for 

harsher punishment for those in the age group of 16- 18 years. As per the National Crime Records Bureau’s 

annual reports on Crime in India, approximately 65% of juveniles were apprehended for property-related offences 

such as theft and burglary. In 2013, juveniles between 16 and 18 years apprehended for murder and rape (Figure 2) 

constituted 2.17% and 3.5% of all juveniles apprehended for IPC crimes. They also constituted a meagre 1.30% (845) 

and 3.29% (1388) of all persons arrested for murder (64813) and rape (42115) in 2013. It is to note that the data of 

NCRB relates to FIR lodged and not convictions attained. 

 

Figure 2: Juveniles between 16 and 18 years apprehended for Murder and Rape in 2013 

 

  
 
Source: National Crime Records Bureau, Ministry of Home Affairs, GOI 

 

5. Ignoring the Real Problem 

The Juvenile Justice Bill, 2014 shifts focus from the real problem. The current government seeks to make 

punishment for juveniles harsher, while ignoring the reason why such crimes are happening in the first place. 

Instead of focusing on implementing the rights that the UPA government guaranteed to the children of India, such 

as Right to Education and Food Security Act, the NDA government is focusing on provisions that would appease 

the public. However, this will not address the root cause of the problem i.e., illiteracy, poverty and lack of 

opportunities for the marginalized in India. 

 

The Budgetary provisions for children in the NDA Budget 2015-16 seem to belie their commitment to protect 

children, as put forward in the Bill. Children who constitute almost 40 percent of the population have been 

allocated less than 4 per cent of the total budget (3.26 percent). According to the Union Budget 2015-16 the 

overall allocation has dropped from 4.15% in 2014-15(RE) to 3.26% in 2015-16(BE). Moreover, there has been a 

substantial decline in the budgetary allocations for the schemes like ICDS(49.7% decline), ICPS(10.6% decline) 

and SSA(9.6% decline) from 2014-15 (RE) to 2015-16 (BE). It is ironical that a government claiming to further 

the interests of children is reducing financial support for the welfare and protection for children through a decrease 

in allocation (Table 2 and 3) to schemes set up for care and protection of children. 
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Table 2: Expenditure Budget for Ministry of Women & Child Development and its respective shares in Total 

Budget Expenditure: 2014-15 (RE) and 2015-16 (BE) 

 
 2014-15 (RE) 2015-16 (BE) Change in Expenditure 

(Absolute) 

(in Crores) 

 Plan Non- 

Plan 

Total Plan Non-

Plan 

Total Plan Non-

Plan 

Total 

Total Expenditure in 

WCD 

(in Rs. Crore) 

18267.06 88.39 18355.45 9988.73 95.67 10084.4 -

8278.33 

7.28 -

8271.05 

Annual growth rate 

(in %) 

      (-45.3) (8.2) (-45.1) 

Share of WCD in 

Total 

Expenditure (in %) 

3.9 0 1.1 2.2 0 0.6    

Source: Estimated by RGICS team from the data provided by Expenditure Budget document Volume 1, Ministry of Finance, 

Government of India,2015-16 

Note: Excluding transfers from Central government to Union Territories 

 

Table 3: Scheme-wise Expenditure under Women & Child Development and their respective shares in State 

Plan Budget Expenditure: 2014-15 (RE) and 2015-16 (BE) 

 
Scheme Expenditure Budget (Rs. Crore) Change in Expenditure 

Budget 

(in Rs. Crore) 
2014-15 

(RE) 

2015-16 

(BE) 

Schemes under Women & Child 

Development 

17669.03 8922.79 -8746.24 

Integrated Child Protection Scheme 

(ICPS) $ 

367.73 318 -49.73 

National Nutrition Mission (NNM) 

$ 

204.79  204.79 

Integrated Child Development 

Service* 

16316.05 8000 -8316.05 

Source: Estimated by RGICS team from the data provided by Expenditure Budget document Volume 1, Ministry of Finance, 

Government of India, 2015-16 

Note: Excluding transfers from Central government to Union Territories 

$: Schemes to be fully supported by Union government 

*: Schemes to be run with changed sharing pattern 

 

Way Forward 

 

A wide consensus exists within civil society members, child rights activists and child psychologists about 

reforming the Juvenile Justice system in the country. These changes are mostly concerned with improving 

juvenile justice infrastructure within the country. The provisions of the JJ Act and Model Rules concerning 

the scope of the law relating to age of juveniles in conflict with law are in line with the internationally 

accepted goals and principles of juvenile justice as well as child and adolescent psychology, and should 

therefore not be disturbed through an amendment. The legal framework provides a fairly comprehensive 

framework to enable a genuine reform and rehabilitation of children/adolescents who are alleged to, or 
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found to have committed serious/violent crime. The law does not need to be amended either to reduce the 

age of the juvenile or to enable the establishment of a waiver system that will enable the transfer of juveniles 

alleged to have committed serious offences into the adult criminal justice system. 

 

The government should consider amending the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education to 

enable the extension of the age limit for the Right to Education up to 18 years from the present 14 years. 

This will ensure that the children of that age group are retained in common neighbourhood schools until age 

18 or completion of Class XII, instead of being subjected to risk and exploitation at a very tender age and 

facing the risk of getting into situations of neglect, abuse or exploitation and/or turning to crime. Funding for 

implementation of the JJ Act to State Governments for implementing Rules relating to provision of 

education and related programmes needs to be enhanced, and the State Governments need to be accountable 

for ensuring that the Right to Education for all children in the age group of 6-14 years in these institutions is 

realized. 

 

Instead of bringing more Children in adult jails to deter offenders, we require that the current juvenile justice 

system be made more robust and rehabilitative, so that these children get their first actual chance to really 

integrate into society and live a life of dignity. Evidence of failure of the transfer system is compelling and 

there is no reason why India should replicate a failed system that has been more deleterious than 

progressive. 

 

 

 

Prepared by: 

Afreen Gani Faridi & Rohit Chauhan 
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Land Acquisition Issues Stall Only 8% of 

All Industrial Projects 
(Prachi Salve, Scroll, May 07, 2015) 

  

In a response to a RTI query, the Union Finance Ministry 

revealed that land acquisition is negligible factor in stalling 

industrial project. This information exposes NDA 

government’s argument for changing land acquisition law. 

The government has been arguing in favour of its bill that the 

proposed amendment by the government is a pre-requisite for 

economic growth. 

  

According to the information provided by Union Ministry, 

“about 8% of 804 industrial projects – with a planned 

investment of Rs 421,062 crore ($67.91 billion) – across 

India are in limbo because of land-acquisition problems.” 

The data complement a 2014 Comptroller and Auditor 

General report that says 38% of land acquired for special 

economic zones has not been used. 

 

According to the figures, “the leading causes for stalled plans 

were unfavourable market conditions (98 projects) – in other 

words, a slow economy – lack of promoter interest (96 

projects) and lack of funds (83). These reasons accounted for 

34% of stalled projects.” 

 

Government has also been citing environmental clearances to 

industrial projects as another popular reason behind delay in 

projects. Interestingly, only 33 projects or about 4% of those 

stalled, were for environmental reasons. “Of the stalled 

projects, 630, or 78%, are from the private sector, while 22% 

are from the public sector. Land acquisition ranks seventh as 

a reason for stalled private-sector projects (39).” 

  

http://scroll.in/article/725161/lessons-from-delhi-for-

bangalore-why-splitting-the-municipal-corporation-wont-

solve-problems 

Date Accessed: 07.05.2015 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

Modi Government Pushing Kids Back 

into Exploitative Labour 
(Quartz, May 03, 2015) 

  

The Narendra Modi-led government is proposing an 

amendment to the Child Labour Prohibition Act which will 

undo years of hard-won progress in the area of child labour—

and condemn millions of kids to exploitative employment. 

The amendment seeks to enable children below the age of 14 

to work in “family enterprises”. The term “family 

enterprises” is a euphemism for industries such as carpet-

weaving, beedi-rolling, gem-polishing, lock-making and 

matchbox-making. The amendment, which will fly in the 

face of the Right to Education Act (RTE), 2009, will also 

apply to the entertainment industry and sports. 

 

After the RTE was promulgated by the UPA government, 

child labour dropped from 12.6 million in 2001 to 4.3 million 

in 2014. The amendment will undo much of that progress and 

be a serious setback to all the work done by child right 

activists, such as Swami Agnivesh and Nobel laureate 

Kailash Satyarthi, to rescue children from bonded labour and 

exploitation. Mirzapur-based Shamshad Khan, president of 

the Centre for Rural Education and Development Action, 

said. “Schools will be emptied out, and poor children in 

states like Bihar, Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh will be back to 

working in sheds and makeshift factories that will all go by 

the nomenclature of ‘family enterprises.’ The worst-hit will 

be the children of Dalits, Muslims, tribal families and those 

belonging to marginalised communities.” The amendment 

can also be used to deny education to the girl child as she will 

be forced into all forms of housework. 

 

Bandaru Dattatreya, Minister of labour and employment, 

announced in early April that the government planned to 

introduce amendments to the Child Labour Prohibition Act in 

the current session of Parliament. He said that the Act will 

not apply to children helping families in home-based work, 

and especially families working in agriculture and animal-

rearing. Ministry officials claim that the amendments will 

help children nurture a spirit of entrepreneurship and would 

particularly help children of families currently living at 
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subsistence levels. However, child rights activists say the 

move will benefit factory owners in India’s cow belt as 

children could be made to work longer hours and paid less 

than adults. Social jurist and Supreme Court advocate Ashok 

Aggarwal describes the proposed amendments as 

unconstitutional while adding that, “They are going against 

the recommendations of the parliamentary subcommittee that 

barred children from helping parents even in domestic 

chores,” Aggarwal said. Enakshi Ganguly Thukral of HAQ 

Centre for Child Rights believes this is an attempt by the 

Modi government to ensure a sizeable chunk of the 

population remains in the informal sector, deprived of 

minimum wages and social security.  Ms. Thukral added that 

labour officials were already guilty of under-reporting child 

labour and once child labour is permitted under one guise or 

the other, then even a minimum level of accountability will 

cease to exist. 

 

http://qz.com/396949/the-modi-government-is-sending-

millions-of-kids-back-into-exploitative-labour/ 

Date Accessed: 03.05.2015 

(Afreen Faridi) 
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Macro Economic Dimension of India 
Table 1: General Inflation Rates in Indian States: April 2015 (%)  

States Rural Urban General 

All India 5.67 5.09 5.23 

Northern Region    

Jammu & Kashmir 8.54 5.14 7.05 

Himachal Pradesh 10.22 4.73 8.66 

Punjab 10.06 6.67 8.49 

Chandigarh 13.80 2.17 3.51 

Uttarakhand 5.13 4.79 4.66 

Haryana 8.03 6.92 7.03 

Delhi 7.13 5.63 6.5 

Uttar Pradesh 4.34 4.09 3.89 

Western Region    

Rajasthan 7.36 6.77 6.93 

Gujarat 3.61 5.34 4.57 

Maharashtra 7.75 5.18 6.20 

Goa 8.61 7.70 7.41 

Lakshadweep 16.24 4.87 10.51 

Daman & Die 13.82 12.39 12.87 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli 19.30 7.01 13.14 

Central Region    

Madhya Pradesh 3.77 7.45 5.18 

Chattishgarh 8.88 4.86 6.82 

Southern Region    

Andhra Pradesh 7.90 5.26 6.72 

Karnakata 6.82 4.78 5.76 

Kerala 6.96 3.51 5.48 

Tamil Nadu 5.03 4.22 4.70 

Puducherry 15.66 8.88 11.12 

Andaman & Nicobar Island 18.60 2.45 10.18 

Northeastern Region    

Arunachal Pradesh 4.57 - - 

Assam 3.50 4.57 2.93 

Manipur 19.67 7.26 15.28 

Meghalaya -0.24 9.34 0.70 

Mizoram 6.05 13.22 3.86 

Nagaland 18.89 5.52 13.39 

Tripura 11.11 -1.84 9.69 

Sikkim 9.34 3.39 8.50 

Eastern Region    

Bihar 5.55 4.66 4.84 

Jharkhand 2.92 4.38 7.36 

West Bengal -0.14 3.23 -4.89 

Odisha 9.86 3.56 7.36 

 Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index (CPI) data of 

MOSPI.  

 There is one month time lag in CPI data (From the month February 2015 onwards the New Series would be with 

base 2012=100) provided by MOSPI, Government of India.  

 The 2014 April data at state-level with base 2010 is here converted to new base 2012 with linking factors of 

MOSPI 1.22, 1.20 and 1.21 for rural, urban and combined respectively  

 The inflation rates have been estimated from provisional figures of MOSPI 
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Growth Needs a Strong Revival 
(S. Sethuraman, Millennium Post, May 2, 2015) 

  

It seems like as if Union Finance Minister has relented, 

following a concerted push back against the Finance 

Ministry’s plans to strip the Reserve Bank of its authority to 

regulate the government bond market and manage public 

debt. The new provision, which has now been withdrawn, 

was designed to take away RBI’s jurisdiction over the debt 

market. This particular proposal became a fresh source of 

friction between the Government and the RBI. 

  

After the NDA Government much-touted reform budget of 

2015-16, not many signs of any significant turnaround for 

the economy are visible. Apart from macroeconomic 

management issues, new strains have also emerged with past 

tax claims (MAT) slapped on FIIs, who turned jittery and 

cautious about new equity purchases after some sell-offs. 

The stock market has mostly been bearish during April. 

Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) and the Centre have, 

however, agreed on seeking the fast-tracking of disputes 

raised over the tax. The matter is now before the Supreme 

Court. Meanwhile, minister of Finance has provided in the 

Finance Bill that there would be no levy of MAT on foreign 

portfolio investors parking funds in bonds, private equity 

funds as well  as MNCs earning royalty, that face levies 

which are lower than the 20 percent MAT. This will be 

applicable from the current fiscal year. The Finance Minister 

has also eased MAT rules for real estate and infrastructure 

investment trusts. The macroeconomic scene is no less 

challenging than it was a year ago. The growth outlook for 

the current year is not as promising as expected. There are 

greater concerns about Union Government’s ability to put 

through reforms to bridge infrastructure gaps with public 

and private investments and making India globally 

competitive.  

  

The country is likely to experience a less than robust 

monsoon this year and it would not only retard growth 

significantly but add to the rural distress and reverse the 

declining trend in consumer price inflation. The government 

hardly looks fiscally comfortable as of now to undertake 

recapitalization of the requisite magnitude, even if some 

measures are under way to strengthen the balance sheets of 

public sector banks. 

  
http://www.millenniumpost.in/NewsContent.aspx?NID=113

110 

Accessed on: 04.05.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

 

 

 

 

GST Rates Likely to be in the Range of 

20-23% 
(Jayshree P Upadhyay, Business Standard, May 7, 2015 ) 

  

The National Institute of Public Finance and Policy (NIPFP) 

has recommended national goods and services tax (GST) 

rates to be 20-23%. As per the sources, NIPFP will soon 

recommend this range to the Empowered Committee (EC) 

of State Finance Ministers. 

In the Lok Sabha, on the GST amendment Bill, Finance 

Minister Arun Jaitley said the rates would be much below 

the 27% recommended by a sub-panel of the EC. He further 

said, “We have decided to keep petroleum out and no state 

is interested in imposing higher taxes on its people and 

neither the central government. Therefore, this (RNR) figure 

is going to be much more diluted compared to the figure (27 

%) mentioned.” 

As per the current status, the Union excise duty rate is 12 % 

on most goods, while value-added tax (VAT) is 12.5 % in 

most states. This combines to 24.5 %. Then, there are 

purchase taxes in some states and a central sales tax of 2 % 

on inter-state movement of goods. 

Thus, , a goods tax at 27 % seems too high. Further, Service 

tax will, however, be 14 % from June and making it 27% 

would again be too high a rate. 

Based on the recommendations of the EC panel, the state 

GST (SGST) component was recommended at 13.91 % and 

central GST at 12.77%. These recommendations were 

referred by the EC to NIPFP, since it was based on revenue 

collection figures of 2011-12. 

GST rates are not part of the constitutional amendment Bill, 

and will be decided by the proposed GST Council, 

comprising the Union and state finance ministers. 

The Bill in order to allay the concerns of manufacturing 

states, seeks to impose a 1% origin tax, to be given to these 

states. However, there are concerns that this tax will have a 

cascade effect and, hence, work against the overall theme of 

a GST. But the FM has assured, to ensure that this does not 

happen. He assured the states that their losses would be met 

by the Centre through a tapering mechanism for five years. 

The Centre would give the states full compensation for the 

first three years, 75 % in the fourth year and 50 % in the 

fifth. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-

policy/gst-rates-likely-to-be-in-the-range-of-20-23-

115050600973_1.html 

Date Accessed: 8.5.2015 

(Shruti Issar) 
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LPG Subsidy Won't be Taxable: FinMin 
(Business Standard, May 6, 2015)  
  

The centre on Tuesday, May 5
th

 2015, clarified an 

amendment in the Finance Bill, which expands the 

definition of income taxable under the Income Tax Act, 

1961. The amendment made, by inserting a sub-clause on 

subsidies, grant and cash incentives would not include 

individual subsidies such as the one received on liquid 

petroleum gas (LPG). The amendment made, raised the 

concerns whether the individual subsidies received through 

Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) schemes would also be 

taxable. However, it was made clear that subsidies received 

by individuals who have business income would be taxed 

according to the income computation and disclosure 

standards that are yet to be notified. 

  

To clarify the concern, the finance ministry stated that, "This 

is not applicable to individuals not having any income 

chargeable under the head "profits and gains of business or 

profession" and receiving LPG subsidy or any other subsidy 

which is for the welfare of the individual." 

  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-

policy/lpg-subsidy-won-t-be-taxable-finmin-

115050600013_1.html 

Date Accessed: 8.5.2015 

(Shruti Issar) 
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Will India End up Like China or 

Mexico? 
(Manas Chakravarty, Livemint, May 3, 2015) 

  

Many reasons have been attributed to the growth of China, 

from its conversion to capitalism and the guiding hand of 

the Chinese state among others. Good infrastructure, a 

helping hand by the government and vast supplies of cheap 

and docile labour are generally considered to pave the way 

for export-led industrialisation. The same model, when 

applied to Mexico which joined the North American Free 

Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in 1994, was expected to yield 

China-like growth yields as US companies rushed to 

relocate. However, twenty years later, the reality is far from 

that.  Between 1994 and 2014, Mexico’s gross domestic 

product increased at a compounded annual growth rate of a 

mere 2.4% under free trade, in contrast with Mexico’s 

growth of 7% between 1961 and 1970; 6.5% from 1971 to 

1975, and 6.9% from 1976 to 1981, the years when the 

economy was pursuing import-substitution-led 

industrialisation. Mexico’s per capita income in the 20 years 

after NAFTA crawled along at an annual growth rate of 

1.14%.  

                  

The basic problem with this free trade was that NAFTA hurt 

Mexico’s small farms, sent thousands of unemployed young 

people to drug lords. Besides, China’s cheap labour proved 

to be a bigger draw for multinationals. The most important 

reason, according to a McKinsey study, is the dual nature of 

the Mexican economy, with productivity in the traditional 

sector being very low. More than two-fifths of the country’s 

workers are employed in small and informal businesses. 

This is applicable in India, too. A big reason for the low 

productivity of its manufacturing sector is the small size of 

the majority of its firms. The share of micro and small 

enterprises in manufacturing employment is 84% versus 

27.5% for Malaysia and 24.8% for China. Small firms have 

difficulty getting funds, they cannot afford the latest 

technology or the best management. They cannot reap 

economies of scale and studies have shown that productivity 

is much higher for larger firms. In this respect, Mexico and 

India have much in common. 

  

Indian workers flee disguised unemployment in agriculture 

to join industry where they end up in the construction sector, 

or informal manufacturing, both sectors with low 

productivity. providing better infrastructure and skills, 

making it easier to set up businesses, bankruptcy laws that 

speedily redistribute assets, the development of markets for 

land are all thus important to increase productivity to 

provide jobs to the masses joining the labour force. In order 

to ensure that India does not end up with Mexico’s fate 

while striving to be like China, there need to be structural 

changes to have larger and more productive firms. 

  

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHq

strO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html 

Date accessed: 4.5.2015 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

  
Skill Building is Imperative in Rural 

India Too 
(Shambhu Ghatak, India Together, May 1, 2015) 

  

A report titled Wage Rates in India (2013-14), prepared by 

the Labour Bureau under the Ministry of Labour & 

Employment has reaffirmed the existence of gender 

disparity in daily wage rates, between November 2013 and 

June 2014,  within all agricultural occupations. It can be 

inferred from the Labour Bureau report that certain 

agricultural occupations are dominated by men, such as 

fishing in coastal/ deep-sea regions, since no information on 

wage rates for female or child workers was available for 

these occupations. Child labourers employed across 

different agricultural occupations earned the lowest vis-a-vis 

male or female adult workers. Although agriculture has been 

left out of the scope of any child labour laws, it employs 

more than 50 percent of India's child labour. 

 

The highest gender gap in daily wage rates between 

November 2013 and June 2014 was found for logging and 

wood-cutting, and the lowest was found among picking 

workers employed for tea, cotton, tobacco and other 

commercial crops. The daily wage rates prevailing for all 

agricultural occupations between November 2013 and June 

2014 exceeded Rs. 175.83. An average of the MGNREGA 

wage rates in various states as notified by the Rural 

Development Minstry in February 2013, is Rs. 157.75, 

which is less than the daily wage rates for all agricultural 

occupations between November 2013 and June 2014. Thus, 

the argument that MGNREGA wages has made agricultural 

operations costlier for landed farmers does not hold true. 

Data from the report shows that, among male workers 

employed under non-agriculture, plumbers received the 

highest wage rate and beedi makers earned the lowest daily 

wage in rural areas. Occupations such as carpentry, 

plumbing, electrical works, LMV & tractor driving are again 

dominated by men since no information on wage rates for 

female or child workers was available for these occupations 

in the present report. These are occupations that require 

relatively more skill than other non-agricultural or 

agricultural occupations. Therefore, skill-intensive 

occupations in rural areas are largely male-dominated. 

Additionally, the gender gap in daily wage rates is highest in 

the handicrafts industry under non-agriculture, where male 

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/fIzPbKDFZPYYu3EaHqstrO/Willwe-become-like-China-or-Mexico.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 | P a g e          RGIC Policy Watch is meant for private circulation only.  

  

 

   RGICS        POLICY WATCH 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

     Volume : 3, Issue- 40                                   Date : 11-05-2015 

 

GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

workers earn almost double the wages that female workers 

get. 

 

The NDA Government wants to make India the 

manufacturing hub of the world through programmes such 

as 'Skill India' and 'Make in India'. However, it needs to first 

take a realistic view of rural India. Instead of taking one big 

step forward, several small-scale, localised and innovative 

initiatives and interventions may prove to be more 

successful. Imparting training and skill to rural women in 

say carpentry and electrical works, are more likely to 

increase their earning capacity. Training rural women 

without formal education as 'barefoot solar engineers' can 

empower them by ensuring livelihood security. It will also 

check migration and go a long way towards achieving rural 

electrification.  

 

http://indiatogether.org/agricultural-and-non-agricultural-

rural-wages-point-to-skills-necessity-economy 

Date accessed: 4.5.2015 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

  

 

GOVERNMENT 
 

 

The Human Resources Crisis at Public 

Sector Banks 
(Tamal Bandyopadhyay, Live Mint, May 4, 2015) 

  

 A few months back, the government split the top position in 

the Public Sector Banks (PSBs). It was decided that there 

would be a non-executive chairman to guide the board of 

such banks while the day-to-day management would be 

looked after by a managing director (MD) and chief 

executive officer (CEO). In sync with this, the new heads of 

PSBs who have been appointed in past few months (at 

United Bank of India, Oriental Bank of Commerce, Indian 

Overseas Bank and Vijaya Bank) are called MD and CEO. 

Top positions at three large banks (Punjab National Bank, 

Bank of Baroda and Canara Bank) have remained vacant 

and two more will fall vacant in the next two months (Bank 

of India and IDBI Bank) simply because the government has 

not been able to find suitable candidates to fill the vacancies. 

  

Making a deviation from the normal appointment process, 

where executive directors are promoted to head banks, being 

picked up by an appointment committee of the finance 

ministry, the government is scouting for talent from the 

open market for the chiefs of the so-called category 1 banks, 

which have a balance sheet size of at least Rs.3 trillion each. 

However, the search is not yielding the desired results. 

Initially, the government looked for candidates not more 

than 55 years old and with at least three years of board-level 

experience, but since the response was muted, the 

government has relaxed the eligibility criteria. While the age 

limit has been increased to 57 years, the mandatory board-

level experience for the applicants has been reduced to one 

year. The talent crunch is evident across the spectrum and, 

to make matters worse, there will be a large-scale retirement 

of senior employees over the next few years. Junior finance 

minister, in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha, the upper 

house of Parliament, recently said that about 25% of the 

staff would retire by 2020. Going by a 2013 McKinsey and 

Co. report on the Indian banking structure, 87% of general 

managers of PSBs will superannuate by 2016-17 and 

between 60% and 90% of deputy general managers will 

hang up their boots by that time. 

  

Meanwhile, the government has constituted a panel, headed 

by RBI governor, to select non-executive chairmen in PSBs. 

The panel will prepare the eligibility norms, such as 

maximum age, qualification and tenure, as well as identify 

the candidates. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has termed 

2010-20 as the “decade of retirement” for public sector 

banks. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/jKhWll6Jv6xcZyjpPqCG

BI/HR-crisis-at-public-sector-banks.html 

Date Accessed: 05.05.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

  

MoEF Urged by Hindutva Groups to 

Declare Cow as National Animal 
(Richa Sharma, The New Indian Express, May 3, 2015) 

  

The Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) has been 

flooded with letters from men in saffron to make the holy 

cow, ‘gau mata’, the national animal. Many have met 

Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar to put forth their 

demand. The ministry has now taken up the matter with the 

Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), the authority on any 

national declarations. A group of men led by Sadhvi 

Ritambara met the Minister in April, 2015 to discuss cow 

protection and cow smuggling across the borders. The 

inflow of such requests is so large that the Minister’s staff is 

struggling to maintain a record. The majority of them are 

sent by Hindu groups in Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, 

Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat. 

  

Requests from organisations like Jai Gurudev, Gau Gyan 

Foundation and Akhil Bharat Krishi Goseva Sangh talk 

about the need for protecting the humble cow, which has 

been worshipped in India for ages as “mother”. Some NGOs 

have been demanding a dedicated ‘Cow Task Force’ to 

check cow smuggling across the border. The tiger has been 

India’s national animal since 1972. The union home 
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ministry always handles anything that deals with national 

declaration, and hence the MoEF has taken up the matter 

with the Home Ministry, according to a Ministry official. 

MoEF only deals with protection and prevention of cruelty 

of animals. Moreover, issues related to cattle are dealt by the 

Department of Animal Husbandry under the Union Ministry 

of Agriculture. 

  

If it does get the status of the national animal, there will be 

dedicated funding and a programme for protection of cows 

in the country and checks on illegal cattle trade across 

borders with Bangladesh. There is no central legislation that 

bans cow slaughter in the country, but many states like 

Madhya Pradesh have enacted legislations for the same. 

While addressing a gathering of spiritual leaders in March 

2015, Home Minister Rajnath Singh said that the 

government will try to build a consensus among all states to 

ban cow slaughter. Taking away the status of national 

animal from the tiger might undermine the efforts for its 

conservation and may be a regressive step only to appease 

certain groups. 

  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/thesundaystandard/Roars

-for-the-Holy-Cow/2015/05/03/article2794262.ece 

Date accessed: 4.5.2015 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

Centre’s Norms on Deep Sea Fishing 

Illegal, CM tells PM 
(The Hindu, May 4, 2015)                  

  
The Chief Minister O. Panneerselvam, on May 3, termed the 

Union Agriculture Ministry’s guidelines on deep sea fishing 

as “illegal”. He added that the new guidelines could result in 

India’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) being swamped by 

foreign fishing vessels and increase regulatory burden on 

domestic fishing fleets. Mr. Panneerselvam wrote a letter to 

the Prime Minister stating that the guidelines had changed 

the definition of ‘Deep Sea Fishing Vessels’, reducing the 

Over All Length (OAL) to 15 metres from 20 metres. 

Additionally, the definition of the term ‘Operator’ had been 

expanded to include “joint ventures” with up to 49 per cent 

foreign equity. The procedure for engaging foreign crews 

had also been made easier by absolving the requirement for 

prior clearance from the Centre. 

 

The Chief Minister, in his letter, told the Prime Minister that 

the new guidelines were illegal per se because they were 

contrary to the existing laws. Section 7(5) of the Territorial 

Waters, Continental Shelf, Exclusive Economic Zone and 

Other Maritime Zones Act 1976 states that a citizen of India 

does not need any licence or Letter of Authority from the 

Central government for fishing in the EEZ. However, as per 

a public notice issued on November 28, 2014, the system of 

issuing Letters of Permission (LOP) was extended to Deep 

Sea Fishing Vessels to conduct fishing in the EEZ, which 

will operate for all vessels with an OAL of 15 metres and 

above. “Thus, even the existing Indian coastal fishing 

vessels, which are between an OAL of 15 metres and 20 

metres, will now be required to obtain an LOP which was 

not required earlier,” commented Mr. Panneerselvam. 

 

The CM, in his letter, mentioned that “the rights granted to 

an Indian citizen by an Act of Parliament cannot be 

abrogated by an Executive Order of the Government.”  

Obtaining LOPs from the Centre and voyage clearance from 

the Indian Coast Guard for each fishing voyage is extremely 

impractical as more than 80% of the 5,500 mechanised 

fishing boats in Tamil Nadu are above 15 metres OAL and 

are engaged in near shore fishing just beyond the territorial 

waters of India. 

 

The State Government of Tamil Nadu reiterated that the 

rights of Indian fishermen should not be unnecessarily 

restricted and all vessels below an OAL of 20 metres owned 

by fishermen should be given free access to the Indian EEZ, 

whether they are registered under the State Marine Fishing 

Regulation Act or by other approved agencies 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/centres-

norms-on-deep-sea-fishing-illegal-cm-tells-

pm/article7168458.ece   

Date Accessed: 04.05.2015 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 

EXCLUSION 
 

Urban Indian Mothers and their 

Children are Struggling 
(Scroll, May 10, 2015) 

  

As per Mother’s Index, which ranks well being of world’s 

women and children, Urban India is a hard place for poor 

mothers and their children. India ranked 140 in a list of 179 

countries, falling behind even Bangladesh.  The index is a 

part of The State of the World’s Mothers: The Urban 

Disadvantage, a report commissioned by the NGO Save The 

Children. 

  

The index depicts that more than half of India’s poor urban 

children are stunted compared to 20% or less of its 

wealthiest urban children. India is one of the 10 countries of 

the world with the deepest “survival divide” between poor 

and wealthy urban children, falling in the same category as 
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Rwanda, Kenya, Ghana and Nigeria. Social observers have 

been proved right that a slum is among the worst places in 

the world in which to be a mother. As per the report, the 

poorest children are at least twice as likely to die as the 

richest. 

  

The report links inequality in urban areas with the health of 

its poorest women and children. The State of the World’s 

Mothers report highlights worsening inequality in many 

cities. The poorest children face alarmingly high risks of 

death in most cities and the poorest urban mothers (and 

children) are deprived of affordable healthcare. Thus, high 

death rates are rooted in disadvantage, deprivation and 

discrimination. 

  

The trend of rising inequality with increasing urbanisation 

becomes clear as the Gini coefficient, a measure of 

inequality in which zero is perfect equality and 1 is perfect 

inequality, for urban India increased from 0.27 in 1977-’78 

to 0.38 in 2009-’10. 

 

India’s slum population has been growing at a disturbing 

pace amidst talks of rehousing slum-dwellers and the 

homeless. The number of slum-dwellers has more than 

doubled in ten years, rising from 43 million in 2001 to more 

than 93 million in 2011, according to the government data. 

According to National Family Health Survey-III, in slums 

across Mumbai, Delhi and other Indian cities, all indicators 

of prenatal, delivery and postnatal care were consistently 

worse in slum areas than in non-slum areas. The survey also 

found that of children under the age of 5, almost 45% of 

children in Mumbai and 41% in Delhi slums were stunted. 

 

It would be a mistake for the Indian government to dismiss 

the report in fact these findings are a wake-up call in a 

rapidly urbanising India.  Unfortunately, the poor and the 

slums they live in are being glossed over by official policies 

driven by business-friendly compulsions and big-ticket 

infrastructure projects. 

http://scroll.in/article/726403/on-mothers-day-a-global-

report-reminds-us-that-poor-urban-indian-mothers-are-

struggling    

Date Accessed: 10.05.2015 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

India Ranks Behind Zimbabwe, 

Bangladesh & Iraq on Global 

Motherhood Index 
(NDTV, May 6, 2015) 

  

Save the children has prepared a report titled ‘The Urban 

Disadvantage’, which studies how well suited a country is 

for mothers and children. In this report, India was ranked 

140 out of 179 countries. This is a slip from the last year 

ranking of 137, making India’s performance worse than 

countries such as Zimbabwe, Bangladesh and Iraq. The 

report also highlighted that India is “part of a list of 10 

countries with the greatest survival divide between wealthy 

and poor urban children. The other countries include 

Rwanda, Cambodia, Kenya, Vietnam, Peru, Ghana, 

Bangladesh, Nigeria and Madagascar.” 

  

Analyzing the urban child survival gap between rich and 

poor urban kids (0-5years) in 36 developing countries, the 

study showed that a poor child in Delhi is 3.2 times more 

likely to die than his/her rich counterpart. On a positive side, 

the report noted that the global under-five mortality has 

declined from 90 to 46 per 1000 live births between 1990 

and 2013 and the success story includes India. 

  

Union Minister Najma Heptullah said that there is a general 

assumption that children in rural areas are not being 

adequately provided for, however, the report shows 

otherwise. Further, she observed that as significant amount 

of population will move to cities by 2030, health of urban 

children is likely to become an important issue. Slums and 

congested areas in the city are often centers of health issues 

due to lack of sanitation facilities. Sudeep Gadok, Director 

of programs of Save the Children, added that more than half 

of the population lives in cities but facilities in cities are ill 

equipped to provide for them. This denies millions of 

mothers and children access to essential health services and 

the clean water.  

  

The report concludes saying that urgent attention needs to be 

given to providing adequate care to mother and children no 

matter where they live. 

  

http://food.ndtv.com/food-drinks/india-ranks-behind-

zimbabwe-bangladesh-iraq-on-global-motherhood-index-

760918 

Date Accessed: 7.5.2015 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

EDUCATION 
 

The Choice Based Credit System in 

Central Universities, Aligns Education 

with Industry Needs 
(Ashirwad Mahaprashasta, Frontline, May 15, 2015)  
  

In what seems to be yet another radical reform aimed at 

energising higher education, the University Grants 

Commission (UGC) has directed all Central universities to 

offer a Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) to its students 
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GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

from the next academic year. The CBCS will be an intra-

university model but will later become an inter-university 

model once every Central university adopts a semester 

system of evaluation and common syllabi. This will allow a 

student to switch between different universities to pursue 

elective subjects in the near future. The model, according to 

the Union Ministry of Human Resource Development 

(MHRD), will be an important step towards its greater goal 

of standardising and centralising higher education. In the 

one year it has been in power, the NDA government has 

shown that it is as keen to institute these reforms as its 

predecessor. In fact, the introduction of the CBCS, many 

teachers and student activists say, seems to be a clear 

indication that the NDA is going to pursue a factory model 

of education ardently. 

  

 The NDA government’s overemphasis on the centralisation 

of higher education seems to point to this. The CBCS is a 

part of the Central Universities Act, 2009, passed during the 

UPA regime. It envisions a common syllabus, a common 

entrance test, semesterisation, grade-based marking, 

standardisation of examinations, centralised recruitments, 

and provision for faculty transfers across Central 

universities. The MHRD has directed the UGC, without 

proper consultations with the universities concerned, to 

implement many of these provisions. The MHRD feels that 

centralisation will bring smaller universities on a par with 

more prestigious universities and provide a level playing 

field for all students, irrespective of the universities they are 

studying in. However, while the proposal intends to 

diminish inequalities in the education system, its 

implementation may lead to a sharp decline in the quality of 

education, thereby increasing inequalities. The hasty 

introduction of the CBCS in some State universities has led 

to a sharp decline in quality and is proving to be 

unworkable. First, all public universities in India face a 

severe shortage of teachers. More than 5,000 posts are lying 

vacant. Secondly, most universities lack the infrastructure to 

formulate a comprehensive module-based programme. 

  

Clearly, education is being re-imagined along the assembly 

line model of private production. And this, many 

educationists fear, will undermine the autonomy of 

universities. A centralised system will not only leave these 

disciplines to be mishandled by dominant political groups at 

the Centre but also discourage new thinking and ideas. 

Many educationists believe that such a system may kill all 

forms of critical thinking, which is necessary for any 

nation’s growth, and curb independent education which 

focuses on knowledge. 

  

http://www.frontline.in/the-nation/towards-a-factory-

model/article7150438.ece?homepage=true 

Date Accessed: 04.05.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

Parliamentary Panel Raises Questions 

about Quality of Ph.D Holders 
(Live Mint, May 03, 2015) 
  

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on human resource 

development raised serious question about the quality of 

Doctors of Philosophy (Ph.D) holders in the country. It 

asked why suitable candidates were hard to find for vacant 

teaching posts. The panel has suggested ‘reorienting’ the 

entire system of evaluation of Ph.D and other research 

scholars. 
  

The report reads, “The Committee would like to have an 

evaluation report, if any, about the quality and standard of 

Ph.D holders across the country to understand why suitable 

candidates are difficult to find for the vacant positions. 

Maybe we need to reorient the entire system of evaluation of 

Ph.D and other research scholars.” 
  
“In its report tabled in Parliament last week, the 

Parliamentary Standing Committee on human resource 

development stressed on increasing the number of research 

fellowships and new schemes for teaching assistantship, 

taking into account the shortage of teaching faculty in higher 

educational institutes.” 
  

The panel report highlighted huge shortage of faculties in 

premier institutes such as Indian Institutes of Technology 

(IITs), Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) and National 

Institutes of Technology (NITs). To address the issue, “it 

suggested that if stricter norms for the appointment of 

faculty is coming in the way, then University Grants 

Commission (UGC) and other regulatory bodies should 

review them on regular basis and bring in necessary changes 

so as to fill up the vacant posts at the earliest. 

  

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/lPL0W1AMY3kEnq4ZJF

HKlM/Parliamentary-panel-raises-questions-about-quality-

of-PhD-h.html 

Date Accessed: 07.05.2015 

(Jeet Singh) 
 

HEALTH 
 

Pharma Patents in India 
(Economic and Political Weekly, May 2, 2015) 

  

The Indian Patents Act, 1970 was amended in 2005 to bring 

the country’s laws in line with the Agreement on Trade-

Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). 

The most important of the 2005 amendments was the 

introduction of product patents for 20 years, including for 

pharmaceutical products, but with the following safeguards: 

the amended Section 3(d) of the Patents Act that ended 

attempts to evergreen patents, the expanded compulsory 
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licence (CL) provisions and the retention of pre-grant (and 

introduction of post-grant) opposition to patents. Section 

3(d) clarifies what constitutes an invention and clarifies 

what is not patentable in India. Compulsory licensing is 

when a government allows someone else to produce the 

patented product or process without the consent of the patent 

owner. 
  

This provision, cited in many cases, has prevented the 

unchecked pricing of medicines seeking patents, notably 

Novartis’s Glivec (anti-cancer agent). The case of issuing 

CL on Bayer’s patent on Nexavar (anti-cancer agent) 

clarified when a CL could be issued. The recent protests 

over anti-Hepatitis C medicine sofosbuvir’s pricing 

highlight the high prices in India and the US. Gilead, the 

multinational that launched sofosbuvir, charges an 

astronomical $84,000 for a 12-week course treatment in the 

US. In India, Gilead has entered into voluntary licences with 

seven leading Indian pharma companies to make the product 

cheaper in India, but still unaffordable. Gilead has, in return, 

got the silence of Indian licensee companies, that have 

previsouly vehemently opposed patents of many “new” 

medicines. These companies have agreed to “cooperate” and 

not question the patentability of sofosbuvir. The Indian 

voluntary licensees are also told which countries they can 

export to. Violating the privacy of Indian patients, Gilead 

has been attempting to monitor which patients purchase 

these medicines to assure that traders posing as patients do 

not buy these medicines “cheap” in India and sell them 

abroad expensively. This kind of voluntary licensing ties the 

hands of Indian pharma by giving short-term profits at the 

cost of longer-term autonomy. 

Pharma lobbies in the US, the EU and their governments 

have painted  Section 3(d) as well as the CL provisions in 

the Patents Act as villains. Whenever a foreign pharma 

companies loses a patent-related case in India, or when the 

GoI talks of price control, these lobbies claim that India is 

violating TRIPS provisions or is not investment-friendly. 

This is false as every 2005 amendment is within the TRIPS 

provisions and the WTO 2001 Doha clarification on patents 

and public health. If the government controls price, 

companies will not sell arguing the prices are too low. If the 

prices are set high, issuing a CL would be difficult as 

companies will argue that they are selling at government-

approved prices. To provide patented medicines at 

affordable prices, they have to be made in India by Indian 

companies for Indian patients, and for those in developing 

countries without restrictions. Even smaller pharma 

economies like Thailand use CL. The current NDA 

government feels that by introducing pro-evergreening 

provisions and by diluting the balance in India’s patent laws, 

it can appease its “strategic” partners in the West. It is set to 

make India’s image as “Pharmacy of the Third World” 

history. 

http://www.epw.in/editorials/pharma-patents-after-10-

years.html  

Date accessed: 4.5.2015 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
 

URBAN 
 

Street Vendors Battle Eviction, 

Rehabilitation Policy Absent 
(Risha Chitlangia, The Times of India, May 4, 2015) 

  

The Delhi government, in February 2014, passed the Street 

Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street 

Vending) Act. While the Delhi government is yet to 

formulate a policy to implement the same, the civic agencies 

and police have already started evicting vendors following a 

National Green Tribunal (NGT) order directing the 

municipal corporations to ensure that vendors do not 

encroach upon the main roads. Under the Act, each 

municipal corporation will have to form a vending 

committee to identify vending sites and register vendors. 

However, the state government is yet to frame the rules 

guiding these committees.  National Street Vendors 

Association of India (NASVI) claims that close to 2,000 

vendors have been removed from several areas like Lajpat 

Nagar, Chandni Chowk, Vasant Kunj, RK Puram and Uttam 

Nagar in the past one month.  

 

The corporations claim that the town vending committees 

(TVCs) were set up in 2014, but are waiting for the 

government scheme to rehabilitate vendors. However, these 

committees need to be reconstituted as per the new 

regulations. Municipal officials say the rehabilitation 

process can start only after street vendors are identified. 

However, according to officials, the last census was done in 

2007, and the exact number is unavailable, as of now. The 

process of identifying genuine street wonders now needs to 

be started. 
  

The vendors' association complains that it is high time the 

government protects vendors' right to work without fear. 

Arbind Singh, national coordinator, NASVI, said, “We have 

been successful in using the law to give protection to street 

vendors. But in absence of any policy, vendors are harassed 

by the civic agencies. In the past one year, challans by civic 

agencies have increased manifold.” While there is a cloud of 

uncertainty over the fate of street vendors, the state must 

take cognisance of the situation and address the problems of 

the ballooning numbers of street vendors. 
  
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/No-rehab-

policy-street-vendors-battle-

eviction/articleshow/47143554.cms 

Date accessed: 4.5.2015 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
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ENVIRONMENT 
 

Centre Draws Ire of SC and 

Parliamentary Panel for Slow Progress 

in Clean Ganga Mission 
(Kumar Vikram, India Today, May 4, 2015) 

  

The NDA government, in 2014, launched the Namami 

Gange project in an attempt to bring back the past glory of 

the river. The prime minister, in many high-level meetings, 

had emphasised on the need of a time bound, swift and 

single-minded focus to clean the river Ganga. The 

government has divided the Ganga Rejuvenation Plan into 

different segments of pollution abatement, Ganga basin 

management and beautification of ghats and river fronts. 

  

The National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government first 

came in for criticism from the Supreme Court over its slow 

progress in Prime Ministers ambitious Clean Ganga mission 

and now even a house panel report has echoed the SC's 

views. Various schemes and fund utilisation, under the 

National Ganga Plan, is static as the project is yet to get an 

approval from the Union Cabinet. The parliamentary 

standing committee report on the Ministry of Water 

Resources (MoWR) and demand for grants for Ganga 

rejuvenation has brought to the fore government's sluggish 

progress and lack of separate allocations for schemes. The 

committee also noted the non-expenditure of funds for want 

of approvals undoubtedly reflected the casual manner with 

which the work of cleaning the river was being carried out. 

  

Under the Clean Ganga project, funds to the tune of Rs.1, 

500 crore, which were allocated for the National Ganga Plan 

in the last budget have not yet been utilised, the report said. 

The only expenditure incurred under the project in 2014-15 

was under the Yamuna Action Plan. A total of Rs.4.36 crore 

was spent from the Rs.8 crore allocated for the scheme. In 

January, the apex court had said the Centre should be 'more 

keen than the SC' to hold true to its promise of bringing 

Ganga back to its pristine self. It had also asked the Centre if 

there was any chance of cleaning up the 2,500 km-long river 

during its current term. 

 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-

supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-

nda/1/433493.html 

Date Accessed: 04.05.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

 

 

 

 

We Need a Definite Answer for What 

Makes a Forest 
(Hindustan Times, May 5, 2015) 

  

There are many laws that govern forests in the country. 

However, the two primary acts for forests- The Indian 

Forest Act 1927 and the Forest Conservation Act 1980, do 

not have a definition for forest. Definition that is being used 

today is the one found in the 1996 Supreme Court (SC) 

order, “The word forest must be understood according to its 

dictionary meaning. This description covers all statutory 

recognised forests, whether designated or reserved, 

protected or otherwise for the purpose of Section 2(i) of the 

Forest Conservation Act. The term forest land, in Section 2, 

will not only include ‘forest’ as understood in the dictionary 

sense, but also any area recorded as forest in the government 

record irrespective of ownership.” 

  

As per the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest 

Dwellers (Recognition of Forests Rights) Act, 2006 used the 

definition along the lines of the Supreme Court definition. 

However for the Clean Development Mechanism under the 

Kyoto Protocol, India gave the following definition, “A 

forest is a land of at least 0.05 hectares with a minimum tree 

crown cover of 15% and a tree height of at least two 

metres.”An unclear definition allows government to declare 

land as forest and non-forest as per its convenience. It also 

discourages investment in plantations because these may be 

regarded as forest and become state property. 

  

Government is now proposing a new definition. As per the 

draft notification prepared by the environment ministry 

“only areas notified as forests and those that have a dense 

canopy will be treated as forests.” Such a definition has 

raised concerns as it leaves out urban green belts open to 

exploitation by industries. Government needs to come up 

with a separate definition for forests in peri-urban and other 

areas. An ambiguous definition could hamper environment 

conservation efforts and seriously impact green cover in the 

country especially at a time when the country is dealing with 

pollution and climate change. 

  

http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-

definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-

1344284.aspx 

Date Accessed: 6.5.2015 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-ganga-supreme-court-parliamentary-panel-varanasi-bjp-nda/1/433493.html
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/comment/we-need-a-definite-answer-for-what-makes-a-forest/article1-1344284.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 | P a g e          RGIC Policy Watch is meant for private circulation only.  

  

 

   RGICS        POLICY WATCH 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

     Volume : 3, Issue- 40                                   Date : 11-05-2015 

 

GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

NGOs Object to Change Proposed in 

Draft Wildlife Policy 
(Times of India, May 5, 2015) 

  

A distinction proposed between hunting and use of wild life 

for cultural practices has faced strong opposition from non-

governmental organizations (NGOs). Ministry of 

environment proposed the change in the draft wildlife 

policy. “In order to avoid confrontation between 

enforcement authorities and communities, the draft suggests 

distinction between hunting and use for religious/cultural 

practices with appropriate safeguards and cruelty prevention 

regulations." 

  

Organizations such as Bombay Natural History Society, 

Aaranyak, Wildlife Protection Society of India, Traffic-

India and Wildlife Society of Orissa has pressed the ministry 

and asked it to disallow use of animals in practices of blind 

faith, as “real values behind cultural practices do not warrant 

such use.” 
  

"India, an ancient civilisation, has been mostly successful in 

conserving its biodiversity in the past through sustainable 

lifestyles followed down the ages. But while most original 

practices had scientific or symbolic conservational meaning, 

many have got perverted to unreasonable rituals, often based 

on non-scientific blind faith," Practices such ivory carving, 

bear dancing, snake charming and use of animals for black 

magic have no scientific basis. A ritual such as handling 

snakes on Nagpanchami, now banned, is not only 

detrimental to the species but also to the original value 

systems. The festival was celebrated by conducting rituals 

for cobras near fields to honor them for keeping rodents 

away. It did not involve catching the snakes. 

  

Organizations have urged the government to follow 

conservation through community participation and research. 

Incorporating the change could be a threat to wildlife. 

  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/pune/NGOs-object-

to-change-proposed-in-draft-wildlife-

policy/articleshow/47167506.cms 

Date Accessed: 6.5.2015 

(Shriyam Gupta)  

 

AGRICULTURE 
 

Price Stabilization Fund Faces Acid Test 
(Jitendra, Down to Earth, May 15, 2015) 

  

Soon after the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) 

government announced its ambitious Price Stabilisation 

Fund (PSF) to contain price volatility in the domestic 

market, the scheme faces its acid test. A bumper crop has 

led to a free fall in potato prices in several states this year. 

Suicide cases of Potato growing farmers have been reported 

from West Bengal, Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. 

With a corpus of Rs 500 crore, PSF has two objectives: one, 

arresting crashing prices of potato and onion through 

procurement during bumper harvests; and two, maintaining 

buffer stocks of the commodities to meet demand during the 

lean period. 

  

While the procurement will be done by Central government 

agencies like National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing 

Federation of India Ltd (NAFED), buffer stocks will be 

maintained by the state governments. For this, a revolving 

fund will be set up to which PSF and the state government 

will contribute equally (the ratio of PSF-state contribution 

would be 75:25 in the case of north-eastern states). State and 

Central government agencies can also draw interest-free 

loan to support their working capital and other expenses on 

procurement, storage and distribution of the commodities. 

According to PSF procurement guidelines, these 

commodities would be collected directly from farmers or 

farmers’ organisations at mandis and made available at a 

reasonable price to consumers during the lean period. 

  

Analysts appreciate the price stabilisation scheme for the 

country’s two most volatile commodities, but sound  a note 

of caution. The amount allocated for the fund is too little 

given the enormity of the problem. Analysts are also 

questioning the timing of introducing the scheme. “The 

NDA government had announced PSF scheme in its first 

budget in July 2014. It was also part of the election 

manifesto of the Bharatiya Janata Party. Then why did it 

delay rolling out the scheme?” asks food and agriculture 

analyst Devinder Sharma. Experts also state that that price 

stabilisation should not be entirely left to the government, 

especially for horticulture crops that are mostly farmed by 

well-to-do farmers. Any scheme, be it PSF or insurance, 

which aims at providing financial relief to growers at a time 

when prices of these commodities fall below a specified 

level, should be participatory. 

  

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/potato-test-

government 

Date Accessed 04.05.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
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SOCIETY 

GENDER 
 

State Not Doing Enough to Prevent 

Child Marriage: CAG 
(Parthasarathi Biswas, Indian Express, May 7, 2015) 

  

The Maharashtra Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) 

audited the Prevention of Child Marriage Act, 2006, over 

the last three years and noted that the state is under-

reporting instances of child marriage and is not doing 

enough to prevent it. 

  

Data on Adolescent Reproductive and Sexual Health 

(ARSH)- a flagship schemes under the National Health 

Mission directed at adolescent girls (10-19 years- involves 

special medical and social intervention)- showed that 

“during the years 2012-13 and 2013-14, 378 and 627 girls in 

the age group of 10-14 years respectively, who registered 

for the programme were married. Similarly 11,398 and 

11,839 girls in the age group of 15 to 19 years who 

registered for the programme were found to be married 

during the corresponding period.” However, the state 

government reported only 45 instances of child marriages in 

the above time frame. This reflects a poor implementation of 

the 2006 act, whose rules were formulated way back in 

2008. 

  

Child marriage prevention officers (CMPO) are yet to be 

appointed in urban areas that accounts for 45% of the state’s 

population. Moreover, notification regarding their power is 

yet to be issued. The state women and child department has 

no provisions of reports and feedback from the CMPOs. 

Child rights expert Santosh Shinde noted that anganwadi tai 

or gram sevaks were supposed to be CMPO but no training 

has been provided to them and they are unaware of the kind 

of role they need to play. If a CMPO hears of a child 

marriage, he/she has no operational procedure on how to 

respond. Women rights activist Kiran Moghe observed that 

getting police involved in preventing child marriage is not 

an effective method and the CMPO needs to step in. 

However, the State has not put effort in building their 

capacity. 

  

Most child marriages takes place in Marathwada region due 

to socio-economic reasons. The area is drought affected and 

lack of social security of girls leads their parents to coerce 

them into early marriage. There is a significant lack of 

secondary schools for girls. Unable to pursue studies, 

parents marry off young girls on the pretext that they will be 

safer with their husbands. Child marriages are also rampant 

in slums in the cities. 

  

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/state-not-

doing-enough-to-prevent-child-marriage-cag/ 

Date Accessed: 7.5.2015 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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INDIA AND WORLD 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
 

In Nepal, Senior UN Official Warns 

‘Clock is Ticking’ for Earthquake Relief 

Efforts 
(United Nations News Centre, May 4, 2015) 

  

More relief and efforts needs to be delivered to Nepal where 

the natural disaster caused massive damage. The earthquake 

of a magnitude of 7.8, which stuck on 25
th

 April, has taken 

over a thousand lives. Moreover, it has limited access to 

food for over 3.5 million people. “An estimated 8 million 

people across the country’s Western and Central Regions 

are affected by the disaster, including its largest cities, 

Kathmandu and Pokhara.” 

  

After the quake hit the World Food Programme (WFP) has 

been providing assistance to hardest hit districts. These 

include Dhading, Gorkha, Nuwakot, Rasuwa and 

Sindhupalchok. WFP has dispatched food for 250,000 

people and more assistance is likely to be provided. Even 

with increased assistance, the ground situation is dire. 

  

Impact on agriculture has not been assessed completely. 

Affected families have lost livestock, crops, and food stock. 

Before the calamity, Food and Agricultural Organization 

had predicted that Nepal would produce 1.8 million tonnes 

of wheat in 2015. But crop damage and inability to harvest 

in quake-hit areas is likely to change the forecast. 

Infrastructure such as roads, irrigation system and drainage 

canals has been destroyed- this has restricted internal trade 

and movement of aid. The approaching monsoon is likely to 

affect relief efforts. 

  

The WFP has appealed for $116.5 million to provide food 

for 1.4 million people for the next three months. There is an 

additional need of $34 million to provide logistics support 

for humanitarian community. Source of funds include 

contributions from governments, companies and individuals. 

  

Ertharin Cousin, WFP’s Executive Director, has noted that 

efforts must be operated and provided effectively. She also 

noted that besides food, shelter is also an immediate need. 

  

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.V

Ux6H9qqqko 

Date Accessed: 6.5.2015 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50757#.VUx6H9qqqko


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 | P a g e          RGIC Policy Watch is meant for private circulation only.  

  

 

   RGICS      POLICY WATCH 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

     Volume : 3, Issue- 40                                   Date : 11-05-2015 

 

OPINION/BOOKS 
 

OPINIONS 
 

A Reputation for Rescue and Relief 
(Economic and Political Weekly, May 2, 2015) 

  

The response of the Indian government to the Nepal 

earthquake was welcomed. Within hours of the calamity, 

National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) and armed forces 

were sent to Nepal with relief material. The extent of 

damage is still to be estimated, but it is evident that Indian 

relief efforts have been crucial in Nepal government’s 

response. When we compare this to the response in the Bhuj 

Earthquake (2001) and cyclone in Odisha (1999), it is 

evident that the Indian disaster response has improved. 

  

After the 2004 tsunami many institutional changes were 

adopted. These included forming the National Disaster 

Management Authority and writing down protocols for 

response. Establishment of the NDRF (from the central 

police and security forces) followed, along with enhancing 

Navy and Air Force capacity to cater to civilian in case of 

calamity. “India’s attempts at building a blue water Navy 

and its larger policy of projecting its ‘emerging power’ 

status have together also contributed to its enhanced 

capabilities. This has been evident during the process of 

evacuation from war zones like Iraq, Libya and, most 

recently, Yemen.” 

  

However this enhanced capacity to respond is only limited 

to disasters like earthquake, cyclones and war. Such efficacy 

is not reflected in in responding to terrorist attacks, riots or 

mob violence and fire accidents. Providing basic help like 

first aid to road accidents victims and transporting them to 

hospitals still remains weak. Moreover, while response to 

disaster has seen some work, parallel improvement in 

preparation for disaster is still limited. Neither has the 

building code for earthquake-prone areas been enforced, nor 

has investment been made in safety drills and civil defense 

measures. Matters of rehabilitation of victims are neglected 

after the first bout of rescue and relief. Class, caste and 

gender discrimination, bureaucratic casualness and political 

play have marred attempts of rehabilitation. Few success 

stories that have been noted have come due to local efforts 

and they have not found place in standing procedures.  

  

After the initial relief, Nepal would require assistance to 

rebuild its infrastructure. It will be an opportunity for India 

to built relations with its neighbor and also improve its own 

capabilities in rehabilitation and reconstruction. But this 

seems to have been tarnished after the government, in a 

crass manner, tried to win brownie points for every little 

effort. “The Prime Minister’s social media team worked 

overtime to ‘trend’ the hashtag #thankyouPM on Twitter 

and every small act of the rescue and relief mission has been 

publicized as if India is doing a great favour to Nepal. These 

tactics were on display earlier too during the evacuation of 

citizens from Yemen.” Geologists warn of greater 

impending disaster. Instead of using relief work as a PR 

tool, India should focus on building its capacity in 

prevention and minimization of disaster. 

  

http://www.epw.in/editorials/reputation-rescue-and-

relief.html 

Date Accessed: 6.5.2015 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

BOOKS 
 

Book Review: Demolition of Babri 

Masjid: A National Dishonour 
(V. Krishna Ananth, Hindu May 3, 2015) 

  

The political discourse in India since the mid-1980s, 

dominated by the revanchist campaign involving the Babri 

Masjid at Ayodhya, has been marked by rhetoric, invocation 

of myths and the juridical. The book under review, 

essentially a sequel to AG Noorani’s earlier work in two 

volumes (The Babri Masjid Question: `A matter of National 

Honour’, Tulika, 2003) reviews the developments during the 

decade since 2003. The period was marked by three 

important developments or events and all those in the realm 

of the judiciary: the instances of how the perpetrators of the 

criminal act of demolition and those who conspired to do it 

were allowed to go scot-free with the CBI and the trial court 

judges refusing to follow the rule of law; the Liberhan 

Commission of Enquiry submitting its report in 2009, after 

many years since it began enquiring into the demolition, 

simply refraining from pinning down the guilty; and the 

judgment by the Special Full Bench of the Allahabad High 

Court on the civil suits before it on September 30, 2010. 

 

The present volume reproduces court as well as newspaper 

reports, arranged in order of the sequence of events to tell 

the story of how the cases against the leaders charged with 

leading the demolition squads and the campaign were 

simply lost; not because of want of evidence but because the 

CBI simply listened to its political master. Noorani also 

renders documents, investigative stories in newspapers and 

news portals to tell us, once again, the story of how the 

demolition was planned and the details were known to the 

Union Government at that time. The Justice Liberhan 

Commission, for instance, took 17 years only to state the 

self-evident; the report, in many respects, was replete with 

errors both of commission and omission. And in the end, it 
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blamed the Muslim leadership for the demolition. 

 

This book is indeed an important addition especially in 

terms of the documents that are reproduced and will be of 

immense help to scholars, researchers and anyone interested 

in knowing one of the tragic events that contemporary India 

witnessed and to learn that it happened because too many 

people abdicated their duty. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/books/books-reviews/the-courts-

and-the-demolition/article7165025.ece 

Date Accessed: 4.05.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

The Underground Girls of Kabul: The 

Hidden Lives of Afghan Girls Disguised 

as Boys 
(Marisha Karwa, DNAindia, May 3, 2015) 

  

Jenny Nordberg's book is narrative of what it means to be 

born a woman in Afghanistan and how some cope in the 

face of society's collective oppression. It is an ambitious and 

diligent attempt at documenting, deciphering and distilling 

the reality of the hundreds, perhaps thousands of girls who 

dress up boys, a trick that has become essential to the 

survival of those who practise it. The book depicts the 

anthropological nature of the war-ravaged society. It 

documents 'bacha posh' (dressed up like a boy) stories, to 

highlight the privileged treatment that these girls get after 

trading their feminine attributes, such as long hair. 

  

These women, by hiding their identity, get bigger portions 

of food, can dress as they please, play outside, ride a 

bicycle, can get a higher education and can drive a car. 

Tribal culture, Zorastrianism and Islam, religious mullahs, 

years of war, Communist ideology, Taliban have all made 

Afghan society incapable of social change.  'Bacha posh' 

conveniently becomes a way for couples with no male child 

to gain acceptance and honour, in thisd environment of raw 

patriarchy. Some of these women, however, eventually 

choose to assert their freedom and reject their femininity 

turning the custom into resistance. 

  

 

 

Issue Coordinator: Ms. Shruti Issar  

Connect with RGICS at: info@rgics.org;  www.rgics.org 

     
 

 

 

Beyond Afghanistan, 'bacha posh' shines the spotlight on 

identities that are forged within a gender and in a given 

environment. It raises questions on the true meaning of 

being born into a gender, what makes it acceptable to not 

want to inhabit that gender's role, or the damage and trauma 

that occurs when going back and forth between the two 

gender identities. The author comments, “When one gender 

is so unwanted, so despised, and so suppressed in a place 

where daughters are expressly unwanted, perhaps both the 

body and the mind of a growing human can be expected to 

revolt against becoming a woman. And thus, perhaps, alter 

someone for good.” 

  

http://www.dnaindia.com/lifestyle/review-book-review-the-

underground-girls-of-kabul-the-hidden-lives-of-afghan-

girls-disguised-as-boys-2082663 

Date accessed: 4.5.2015 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
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