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EDITORIAL 
 

 

 

 

Dear Reader,  

 

The country and especially the capital are gearing up for the 66
th
 Republic Day celebrations. 

It was on the 26
th

 of January 1950, that India declared herself a sovereign, democratic and 

republic State with the adoption of the constitution. Every year we remind ourselves of the 

pledge we have made to make India a just, democratic and secular country. This becomes of 

even greater relevance as many of those who were part of the struggle for freedom are no 

longer with us and the freedom struggle is fast becoming just another chapter in history 

books.  

 

Even as we celebrate India’s achievements, in the past few months we have witnessed a lot of 

disturbing developments in the country. One such has been the emergence of Nathuram 

Godse in the political conversation. Certain groups have been claiming Nathuram as a 

patriot. While one may argue that the idea of Gandhi cannot be defeated by such elements, 

nevertheless it is not very desirable to have the assassin of the Father of the Nation to be put 

on a pedestal. The world celebrates and recognises the contribution of Gandhi; he cannot be 

relegated to merely schemes and posters in his own country. Our cover story discusses this 

and more.  

 

Our regular policy articles include a frightening picture of increasing cyber crimes in 2015; 

the choking of the Ganga due to 40,000 km of drain , Assam is headed to have the highest 

number of internally displaced people and India’s external debt is at a all time high at 455.6 

billion.  

 

We look forward to your comments and feedback. 

 

 

Dr. Sushree Panigrahi 

Fellow, RGICS  
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A Greater Threat to Gandhian Nationalism 
 

Introduction 
 

For millions of Indians Mahatma Gandhi is synonymous with India’s struggle for freedom. While it cannot be denied 

that India gained freedom due to the countless efforts and sacrifices of people in villages, towns and cities across the 

country; it is also a fact that it is only due to Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy that India had a non-violent shift of 

power. Mahatma Gandhi had not only aimed for a British free India he also mobilized people to build a nation where 

sovereignty lies with citizen of the country. His dedicated his life to the nation  and made relentless efforts to seed 

values of secularism, equality, fraternity, swaraj, non-violence and liberty in this country made people to recognize 

him as the ‘father of nation’. He fought Indian freedom movement around these values and aimed to create 

Independent India around these values. Early nation builders after independence upheld his values in the process of 

nation building. We as a nation have incorporated his values in many ways but it is also true that we have failed to 

exercise his values in day-to-day governance and also in wider social interactions. 

 

There were many who believed that Gandhian approach would not give India her freedom. During this time, 

‘Rashtriya Swayam Sevak Sangh (RSS) and Akhil Bartiya Hindu Mahasabha was making its presence felt and 

propagating the idea of a Hindu Rashtra’.  Ram Puniyani in his book, ‘The Second Assassination of Gandhi’ (2013) 

describes the two thoughts of nationalism during freedom movement. Gandhian nationalism was based on his 

principles whereas the nationalism of Rashtriya Swayam Sevak Sangh (RSS) and Akhil Bhartiya Hindu Mahasabha 

was around religious majority.  

 

RSS, Akhil Bhartiya Hindu Mahasabha and other such Hindu fundamentalist groups remain in an adversarial 

conversation with Gandhi even after his death. The difference between these two thoughts has never remained only at 

the level of ideological debate. It was the ideology of Hindu Rastra that motivated Nathuram Godse to kill Gandhi. 

RSS have been active among Hindu masses to promote its agenda of Hindu rashtra, they have also attempted to infuse 

this with the democratic institutions of India.  

 

With the upsurge of BJP in recently concluded general election and formation of BJP government with full majority in 

center, has given an impetus to RSS to voice itself openly. However, it is not that easy for RSS in this country where 

democratic institutions are expected to adhere with constitution principles such as equality, secularism, liberty and 

fraternity. RSS backed BJP government in the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi have been evoking 

Mahatma Gandhi on various occasions and dedicated number of their policies to him. This is something unusual for 

BJP politics that draws its all values from RSS. On the other hand, various BJP leaders have openly joined the 

campaign to honor Nathuram Godse, the assassin of Mahatma Gandhi. They are attempting to build a patriotic image 

of Godse. These two approaches within BJP and its parent organization RSS broadly seems contradictory but experts 

argues that there is a calculated strategy behind this contradiction. Leading political scientist Prof Suhas Palshikar  in 

his recent article published in Indian express said, “To understand this change, we need to unravel the puzzle as to 

how Gandhi, with whom the Hindu nationalists always remained in an adversarial conversation even after his death, 

suddenly becomes an official icon of the regime based on that same Hindu nationalist ideology. This could happen 

only by redefining Gandhi. The government has now initiated that process. Only by taking Gandhism away from 

Gandhi, can “Gandhi” be converted into an icon whose words can be used as official catechism.” 

 

Reviewing a book written my Prof. Aditya Mukherji, Mridula Mukherjee and Sucheta Mahajan, Ganneri (2014) stated 

that the RSS started influencing the Indian education system in 1990s by recruiting their ideologues in major 

institutions of education planning, training and curriculum development such as CBSE and NCERT. Doing this the 

RSS distorted “historical facts to service its political agenda, peddling of untruths and creation of threatening others 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 | P a g e          RGIC Policy Watch is meant for private circulation only.  

  

 

   RGICS      POLICY WATCH 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

     Volume : 3, Issue- 23                                    Date : 12-01-2015 

 

 COVER STORY 
 
(Muslims, Christians, Communists, secularists at different moments) and advocating violence against them as patriotic 

duties to keep the cycle of hatred and violence alive.” 

 

Re-assassinating Gandhi  
 

Godse has always been an embodiment of the kind of religious fundamentalist politics within the Saffron Parivar 

practice. He is an example of their philosophy of communal hatred. Those belonging to some of this fringe groups 

want Godse to be accepted as a hero, not the villain of 1948, for his role in eliminating Gandhi, who many of their 

supporters believe to be the pioneer of secular politics in India (First Post, 2014). In Maharashtra, Hindu Mahasabha 

has been observing Nathuram Godse’s death anniversary as ‘Shaurya Diwas’ since 1993 (Asian Age, 2014). It used to 

be low profile event every year, but suddenly an aggressive campaign in support of Godse has been observed in last 

few months. Human right activist Prof. Ram Puniyani sees this change in connection with new government backed by 

religious fundamentalists. He said, “With the new dispensation coming to power (Modi Sarkar, May, 2014) many 

communal assertions, acts and intimidations are up in the air. It seems these acts are being silently appreciated by 

those in power. This inference is logical as none in the positions of power have either reprimanded or opposed these 

Godse acolytes. This Hindu nationalism in popular parlance is projected as ‘Nationalism’, keeping the Hindu prefix in 

the silent mode” (Counter Current, 2014). 

 

Going bit far this time, the Hindu Mahasabha has taken this forward and has announced that they will build a temple 

of Godse in Uttar Pradesh. In last few weeks, a number of reports have brought out the excitement of Hindu religious 

fundamentalist and increasing number of activities organized to praise ‘patriotism’ of Godse. The ruling party, BJP 

has tried to disassociate itself from entire issue but their own Parliamentarian from Unnao (UP) openly praised Godse 

by calling him a patriot. However, he had to apologize in Parliament which may be a result of some pressure. The 

apology does not reflect a change in belief what he expressed in the context of Godse. This is evident when he showed 

his interest to participate in ‘Saurya Diwas’ celebration organized to praise Godse even after uproar inside and outside 

parliament.  

 

RSS has maintained its ambiguous stand on the issue of Godse. However, they have, in number of occasions, 

disassociated from him for his action leading to assassination of Mahatma Gandhi. However, they never condemned 

Gandhi ji’s murder. Marxist ideologue Anil Rajimwale stated that RSS celebrated the assassination of Gandhi and 

distributed sweets all over the country immediately after his murder. He further stated, “It is also a fact of history that 

the RSS/Jan Sangh organised a meeting in Bombay in 1964 welcoming the release of Gopal Godse, the younger 

brother of Nathuram Godse, who had shot Gandhiji. Even today, the BJP does not condemn Gandhiji’s assassination 

(Mainstream Weekly, 2014).” 

 
The amplified aggression and excitement of Hindu religious fundamentalist to praise Nathuram Godse and declare 

him a patriotic should be seen in the larger context of secular nationalism versus the agenda of Hindutva. Gandhi ji 

had always been a target of the communal forces because of his advocacy of Hindu-Muslim unity.. Godse held 

Mahatma responsible for appeasing Muslims, and there by the formation of Pakistan. In his book ‘Why I Assassinated 

Mahatma Gandhi’ he writes,   “Having worked for the uplift of the Hindus I felt it necessary to take part in political 

activities of the country for the protection of just rights of Hindus. I therefore left the Sangh and joined Hindu 

Mahasabha” (Puniyani, 2014). Praising Godse is not just a part of creating rift between Hindu and Muslim in this 

country but it aims to create a theocratic nation. The silence of ruling party BJP and government in this issue is matter 

of serious concern.  

 

RSS had been expressed their differences with Gandhi but for BJP it is difficult to ignore Gandhi being a political 

party and now the ruling party. According to Ram Puniyani due to the compulsions of power, they do not openly 

support Godse’s appreciation clubs. Also they do not condemn these voices as they too belong to the Godse ideology 
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of Hindu nationalism. Suhas Pulshikar (2014) has traced the way out of Modi government from this ideological battle. 

He explains the Modi’s thought behind dedicating his one of the preferred campaign ‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyan’ to 

Mahatma Gandhi in terms of a strategy to distort the Gandhian philosophy. The campaign has attempted to re-discover 

Gandhi and “by re-discovering Gandhi as only an icon of cleanliness, government has taken the first step towards 

dismantling his legacy.” 

 

Re-Interpreting Gandhi  
 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched Swachh Bharat Abhiyan on birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi (2 October 

2014). The campaign sets the target of making India clean by 2019 to coincide with the 150
th
 birth anniversary of 

Gandhi.  Explaining the association of Gandhi with the issue of cleanliness, Vivek Kumar (2014), states that the 

government’s campaign misrepresents various concerns of Gandhi. “Gandhi’s thinking was more to do with practicing 

hygiene and not so much with public dirt, sewerage system or cleaning of gutters, and scavenging, etc. Sanitation for 

Gandhi was related to the issue of caste and untouchability. In an effort to remove the stigma attached to sanitation 

work.” The association of Gandhi with cleanliness will distort his comprehensive personality. If this drives goes on for 

next five year, the next generation would remember Gandhi only for cleanliness forgetting his philosophy of dignity of 

labour and discipline in relation to cleanliness. The government has taken special efforts to mobilize school children 

under this campaign in the name of ‘Bal Swachhat Abhiyan’.    
 

The miss-representation of Gandhian concern is not just limited to the cleanliness drive; Modi government continued 

this approach in another flagship scheme called ‘Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana’. Under this scheme, every MP 

(Member of Parliament) has been asked to develop a model village as prescribed in the scheme guideline. In the next 

five years, scheme aims to convert around 2500 villages into model villages. The goal of Saansad Adarsh Gram 

Yojana (SAGY) is to translate this comprehensive and organic vision of Mahatma Gandhi into reality, keeping in view 

the present context. Invoking Mahatma Gandhi, the guidelines of scheme says, “Mahatma Gandhi’s concept of rural 

development revolves around creating model villages for transforming ‘swaraj’ into ‘su-raj’ (good governance).”  Yet 

again, the government attempted to dilute the Gandhian pro-people concept of Swaraj to uphold the BJP’s pro-

development concept of ‘Su-raj’.  

 
In Gandhi’s view, Swaraj is not just limited to the accessibility of basic amenities; it also has to do with peoples’ 

ability to regulate and control authority and their own sovereignty (http://www.mkgandhi.org). In various policy 

decisions, the NDA government attempted to thrash legislations that were pro-people. Recently government has 

amended the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 

2013, through ordinance. Now, with this amendment farmer and farm-based laborer have lost their power to say no to 

any arbitrary land acquisition by government. Similarly, in the case of the landmark ‘Forest Right Act’, the Ministry 

of Environment and Forest is planning to bring amendment that will take away tribal’s right to deny any kind of land 

alienation through land acquisition. The objective of such amendment is to ensure free hand for business. These 

amendments will ensure higher investment from private entities and less accountability towards the landowners, 

farmers, tribal and labourers of this country. This will lead these vulnerable groups in further marginalization and 

powerlessness.  

 

Conclusion 
 

Nathuram Godse assassinated Mahatma Gandhi in 1948 but he and his ideological inspiration of Hindutva could not 

eliminate Gandhian values and principle. We, as a nation, inculcated Gandhi’s values of secularism, freedom, equality, 

non-violence and fraternity in constructing this continuously progressing largest democracy of the world. These values 

sustained us as a strong democracy while many other nations who have also over thrown imperialist rule are still 

struggling. Unfortunately, the upsurge of Hindu fundamentalism in recent started to pursue their agenda of converting 

http://www.mkgandhi.org/
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India into a theocratic nation. Ram Puninyani’s book, The Second Assassination of Gandhi (2003) rightly says, 

“Today, this ideology, Hindutva, which remained aloof from freedom struggle and National movement, is claiming to 

be the sole custodian of Patriotism. It is asserting an intolerant version of Hinduism totally against the Bhakti and Sant 

traditions of Hinduism, which Gandhiji followed.” Hindu fundamentalist such as RSS, VHP and Hindu Mahasabha 

have maintained their aggression but the political party (BJP) supported by these groups is more strategic in pushing 

their shared goal of Hindu Rashtra by misinterpreting father of nation. Compared to the any time in past, today 

Gandhism is at greater risk because of new political dynamics.  
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Denying the Access of Power to Bottom 

of the Pile 
(Aruna Roy, The Hindu, January 5, 2015) 
  
This article criticizes the introduction of educational 

qualifications as eligibility criteria for contesting panchayat 

elections. This move has come even as the present 

government decided to shut down 17,000 schools, almost all 

in remote villages. The ordinance requires passing class 8 

and 10 as eligibility criteria for standing for elections. It has 

come just days before the elections for sarpanch and 

panchayat samiti members, and it disqualifies 95% of the 

rural women and 80% of the electorate from standing for the 

elections. It appears as a deliberate move to ensure elite 

capture of the grass-roots democracy. 

 

Women, dalits and tribals, who are at the bottom of the pile, 

will be the most affected and the power will continue to be 

vested in the hands of a few by putting the burden of 

education on the lowest.   Literacy should be seen as an 

essential tool, and the state must honour its responsibility to 

ensure that people have the right to education. The renewal of 

traditional methods of feudal control has actually been led by 

literate individuals. Honour killings, the development of 

modern methods of corruption, along with primitive public 

punishments such as stripping and parading women have not 

come from illiteracy; they have come from the misuse of 

traditional and official power to retain elite control. Protests 

against such acts often come from ordinary people who are 

courageous and ethical. These frightening acts are not a result 

of tradition or lack of exposure alone, but of impunity from 

accountability. Literacy has failed to change the balance of 

power. It is unquestioned power that disregards ‘good 

governance.’ 

 

The need of the hour is democratic literacy that will 

encourage accountability in leaders and pump courage to face 

oppression and inequality. This requirement of a class 8 

certificate will further deny access to power for those who 

are likely to demand universal equality of access. Perhaps, 

that might have even been the intention. Meanwhile, State 

government as well as the Centre regards formal learning as 

an unnecessary criterion for choosing Ministers. In fact, most 

of their work is through the written word, unlike that of the 

sarpanch who deals with the human condition. This move is 

therefore inherently biased and apathetic to the needs of the 

people. 
 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/comment-lexicon-

of-democratic-literacy/article6754045.ece 

Date accessed: 05.01.2015 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

No Involvement of Private Insurance 

Companies in RSBY 
(Soma Das & Yogima Seth Sharma, The Economic Times, 

January 6, 2015) 
  

Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY) could be under 

threat as the Narendra Modi government is looking to end the 

involvement of private insurance companies in the program. 

India's flagship state-run health insurance programme that 

works for the poor has, previously, been held up as a model 

for the rest of the world by the World Bank and the United 

Nations. The move will be introduced in the next few months 

as part of the shift to a direct benefit model from one 

mediated by insurance firms in an effort to provide health 

insurance for all. Recently, the government has liberalized 

foreign direct investment limits in the insurance sector 

through an emergency decree.  
 

However, the move could mean that insurance companies 

will not be able to get anything out of the thousands of crores 

of rupees that are likely to come into the business, 

considering the scale of RSBY's planned expansion. The 

decision has already been opposed by many states. 

Additionally, the scheme will be run by the health ministry, 

which will be responsible for disbursement of funds and 

monitoring implementation, effective from April 1. It is 

currently handled by the labour ministry. According to an 

official, the Centre has already asked all states to end their 

contracts with insurance companies by March 31 and instead 

set up a trust that would run the scheme. 
 

However, this might be problematic as “not many states have 

the expertise and human resources to do enrolment and 

empanelment with hospitals through trusts”. The Centre has 

asked states to bring in public sector insurance companies 

until state nodal units can take over, in such a case. 

According to a health economist at an international financial 

institution, this move could potentially wreck the programme 

as it strikes at its root. ICICI Lombard, Max Bupa Health 

Insurance, Religare Health Insurance, Cholamandalam MS 

General Insurance and Tata AIG GIC are some of the private 

companies that have been enrolling and empanelling 

hospitals along with providing insurance to beneficiaries 

under RSBY. The presence of private companies ensured that 

more people would be enrolled as their premium depended 

on enrolment. Studies have established that RSBY has 

significantly reduced out-of-pocket expenditure on health 

among the BPL population covered under the scheme. Such 

changes seriously endanger the pro-poor initiatives. 
 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/g

overnment-shuts-doors-on-private-insurers-in-rashtriya-

swasthya-bima-yojana/articleshow/45768844.cms 

Date Accessed: 06.01.2015 

(Kasturi Mishra)  
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Macro Economic Dimension of India 

Table 1: General Inflation Rates in Indian States: January 2015 (%)  
States Rural Urban General 

All India 4.71 5.32 5.00 

Northern Region    

Jammu & Kashmir 4.55 4.72 4.63 

Himachal Pradesh 4.66 4.07 4.53 

Punjab 5.87 5.01 5.48 

Chandigarh 4.18 6.04 5.97 

Uttarakhand 3.58 3.48 3.50 

Haryana 5.99 5.05 5.66 

Delhi 2.31 3.31 3.31 

Uttar Pradesh 4.13 4.49 4.24 

Western Region    

Rajasthan 6.16 4.49 4.29 

Gujarat 4.81 4.44 4.61 

Maharashtra 5.53 5.82 5.74 

Goa 7.15 4.63 5.87 

Lakshadweep 8.87 4.39 6.43 

Daman & Die 5.72 7.70 6.42 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli 2.68 2.73 2.65 

Central Region    

Madhya Pradesh 4.91 5.00 4.94 

Chattishgarh 3.85 6.24 4.64 

Southern Region    

Andhra Pradesh 3.68 5.48 4.42 

Karnakata 5.45 7.44 6.52 

Kerala 6.96 8.40 7.50 

Tamil Nadu 5.62 7.29 6.52 

Puducherry 4.97 6.38 6.01 

Andaman & Nicobar Island 9.33 2.12 5.63 

Northeastern Region    

Arunachal Pradesh 8.33 - - 

Assam 2.70 6.06 3.36 

Manipur 1.82 3.81 2.57 

Meghalaya 11.70 8.91 4.05 

Mizoram 4.48 3.66 4.05 

Nagaland 10.88 6.61 9.17 

Tripura 9.14 6.46 8.36 

Sikkim 2.93 7.35 3.88 

Eastern Region    

Bihar 4.75 3.23 4.50 

Jharkhand 1.17 2.94 1.76 

West Bengal 2.86 3.94 3.30 

Odisha 5.11 5.49 4.64 

Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index (CPI) data of MOSPI. There is one month time 

lag in CPI data (New Series 2010=100) provided by MOSPI, Government of India. 
 

Table 2: Inflation Analyses for Last Six Months: All India 

Months Rural Urban Combined 
August 2014 8.45 7.34 7.96 

September 2014 8.35 7.04 7.80 

October 2014 6.68 6.34 6.46 

November 2014 5.60 5.55 5.60 

December 2014 4.02 4.69 4.30 

January 2015 4.71 5.32 5.00 

The above table 2 shows that All India Inflation rates for rural, urban and combined sectors have seen continuous decline over the months from 

August 2014 to December 2014. While in January 2015, the rates have increased marginally across its rural, urban and combined sectors. 
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Disquiet on the Economic Front 
(R.C Rajmani, The Statesman, January 1, 2015) 

  

The dismal growth situation and the twin challenge of 

widening trade and fiscal deficits seems to be the major 

causes for disquiet on the economic front  for the seven-

month-old BJP-led National Democratic Alliance (NDA) 

government. With Gross Domestic Produce (GDP) dropping 

by 0.4 % in the second quarter of fiscal 2014-15 compared 

to the first, GDP growth fell from 5.7 % during the first 

quarter (April-June 2014) to 5.3 % in the second (July-

September). The main culprit was the manufacturing sector 

whose output dropped by 0.7 % in October. Industry's 

clamour for rate cuts and economic reforms became louder 

after factory output registered a negative 4.2 % growth 

during October as compared to last year. Another 

contributing factor was the fact that retail inflation eased to 

a historic low of 4.38 %. 

  

Looking back, the year 2014, seven months of which were 

under the new government, presents a picture of a mixed 

bag. There was unmistakable emphasis on pushing reforms 

as a tool for overall progress and development. But the 

progress of reforms was thwarted in Parliament during its 

winter session .The Government has decided to adopt the 

ordinance route to push reform which has attracted fair share 

of criticisms 

  

During the year, the markets remained bullish for most part. 

The markets were hopeful that the government would push 

ahead with reforms. The sensex was trading in the region of 

27,500 points and NIFTY was hovering around 8500 points. 

However, two clear spots of bother for the government as it 

resumes work in 2015 were the widening fiscal deficit and 

trade deficit due to overspending and more imports and 

lower exports. The Budget 2015-16 is likely to give some 

indications as to how the government is going to tackle this 

double challenge. 

  

http://www.thestatesman.net/news/97394-matters-of-

disquiet.html 

Date Accessed: 04.01.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

India’s External Debt at All Time High 

of USD 455.9 Billion 
(Rahul Agrawal, CMIE, December 31, 2014) 

  

During the first half of 2014-15, India’s external debt rose 

by 1.8% (or USD 13.7 billion). At the end of the September 

2014, it touched an all-time high of USD 455.9 billion, 

primarily due to an increase in long-term external debt. This 

long-term debt increased by 4.7% to touch USD 369.5 

billion at end-September 2014 over the level at end-March 

2014. The rise in long-term debt was pushed by an increase 

in external commercial borrowings (ECBs) and NRI 

deposits. The share of ECBs stood highest at 35.4% of total 

external debt, followed by NRI deposits at 23.8% and 

multilateral debt at 11.7%. 

 

Meanwhile, short-term debt declined by 3.2% to USD 86.4 

billion. 18.9% of India’s total external debt was composed 

of short-term debt. As per classification by ownership, 

sovereign external debt rose by 8.5% at end-September 2014 

compared to end-March 2014. The share of sovereign debt 

in total external debt stands now at 19.4%. US dollar 

denominated debt continues to be the largest component of 

India’s external debt. US dollar denominated debt had a 

share of 60.1% at end-September 2014, followed by Indian 

rupee (24.2%), SDR (6.5%), Japanese Yen (4.5%) and Euro 

(3%). 

 

As of end-September 2014, India’s foreign exchange 

reserves provided a cover of 68.9% to the total external debt 

stock. The ratio of short-term external debt to foreign 

exchange reserves was at 27.5% at end-September 2014 as 

against 29.3% at end-March 2014. 

 

http://economicoutlook.cmie.com/kommon/bin/sr.php?kall=

wshreport&nvdt=20141231163018963&nvpc=0350000000

00&nvtype=TIDINGS 

Date accessed: 03.01.2015 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
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Experts Doubt the Government’s Claim 

of Bettering the Atomic Energy 

Regulatory Board 
(Kundan Pandey, Down to Earth, January 15, 2015) 

 

The NDA government is planning to initiate legislation to 

dissolve replace the Atomic Energy Regulatory Board 

(AERB) with a statutory body called Nuclear Safety 

Regulatory Authority (NSRA). The move comes at a time 

when the civil nuclear power sector in India is witnessing an 

expansion. “It has 21 functional rectors, six are under 

construction and 35 are proposed, including the 12 to be 

developed with Russia for which a pact was signed this 

December.”  

 

AERB chairperson Satinder Singh Bajaj said that the 

changes are aimed at making the body more robust. The 

main objective of the new proposal is to provide more 

structural autonomy. The new body would place its reports 

directly before the parliament. In the current setup, AERB 

reports to the department of atomic energy, headed by the 

Prime Minister. The government has also proposed a 

Council of Nuclear Safety (CNS), headed by the prime 

minister, to oversee and review the policies on nuclear 

safety. “All activities relating to civil nuclear power and 

nuclear material will be allowed only after NSRA grants 

licence for them. Unlike AERB, which was set up by an 

executive order in 1983 and can be changed by a similar 

order, NSRA will be a statutory body and command greater 

authority. Any change in NSRA’S structure or functions will 

have to come from Parliament.” 

 

It was the UPA government which introduced the NSRA bill 

in 2011. In 2012 an audit report submitted by the 

Comptroller and Auditor General said, “In the present 

framework, the legal status of AERB is one of subordinate 

office, exercising delegated functions of Central government 

and not that of regulator.” Under the present form the board 

has no power to frame rules. It cannot enforce laws of levy 

penalties on defaulters. This is in total contrast to how 

regulators function in USA, France, Canada and Australia. 

The board which has been in existence for three decades and 

it has still not formed any nuclear and radiation safety codes. 

 

However, doubts remain over the intent behind the move. A 

few parts of the bill go against the declared intention to 

provide greater autonomy to the body. “As per the Bill, 

NSRA members can be removed by an order of the Central 

government. This is bound to undermine its autonomous 

character.” G Sundar rajan, a Chennai abased activist, who 

has filed several cases in the Supreme Court has said that 

there is nothing new in the NSRA bill. 
 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/new-bill-old-

problems 

Date Accessed: 06.01.2015 

(Rohit Chauhan) 
 

Double Standards in Reservation Policy 
(Omar Rashid, The Hindu, January 6, 2014) 
 

Last year in June, the Congress-NCP government “issued an 

ordinance providing 16 per cent reservation in educational 

institutions and government jobs to Marathas and five per 

cent reservation to Muslims. Had it been implemented, the 

quota limit in the State would have gone over 70 per cent — 

grossly exceeding the cap recommended by the Supreme 

Court for reservation at 50 per cent.” The Bharatiya Janata 

Party government in Maharasthra has been declaring its 

intent to implement Maratha reservation ever since it came 

to power in the state. Prior to that, the Bombay High Court 

had put a stay on the Maratha quota and allowed a five 

percent quota for Muslims in educational institutions. 

Before the elections, the BJP stayed silent over the issue of 

Muslim quota.     

 

In the recently concluded winter session of the parliament 

the state government introduced the Maratha Reservation 

Bill that was passed despite the courts stay on it. On the 

other hand the government completely neglected the 

question of Muslim quota. “A bill to replace the ordinance 

for Muslim reservation had to be introduced and passed in 

the just-concluded session of the Assembly for it to ensure 

quotas for Muslims, at least in educational institutions 

(upheld by the Bombay High Court), if not jobs, which was 

struck down by the court.” On the question of Muslim 

quota,  the government has been holding consultations with 

the Attorney General on the legality of Muslim quotas. The 

BJP has always been opposed to reservations on religious 

grounds but the explanation of the State government does 

not square up even with that position. As a result, the 

ordinance for Muslim reservation lapsed.   

 

The demand for Muslim reservation in the state originates 

from the findings of different government panels including 

the Sachar Committee and the Mahrashtra Reservation 

Committee (MRC). The reports show that Muslims make up 

around 10-12% of Maharashtra’s population but are barely 

represented in government jobs and educational institutions. 

Noting that unemployment was high among Muslims the 

panel suggested for 8-10 % reservation for Muslims in 

government jobs. 

 

When it comes to Maratha reservation, opinions have 

differed. The Rane Committee had observed in the recent 

past that Marathas, even though they politically influential 
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are socially and educationally backward. “The 22nd report 

of the Maharashtra State Commission for Backward Classes 

headed by Justice R.M. Bapat had rejected the Maratha 

demand for reservation.” 

 

“Why did the Fadnavis government, which sought legal 

opinion on Muslim reservation, not seek similar opinion on 

the legal sustainability of reservations for Marathas?” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/comment-double-

standards-in-reservation-policy/article6757518.ece 

Date Accessed: 07.01.2015 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

  

GOVERNMENT 
 

Waste from 40,000km of Drains 

Choking Ganga 
(Subhash Mishra, Times of India, January 4, 2015) 

  

More than 40,00km long drains and subsidiaries stretched 

over 5,000km carrying industrial and urban waste of 

dangerous level while directly falling into the 1,300km 

long stretch of the Ganga are choking the river and stalling 

all efforts to rejuvenate it. Prime Minister’s 'Namami 

Ganga' project, aimed at reviving the river, would remain a 

non-starter if the root causes of rising pollution are not 

addressed and innovative methods not deployed. 

  

Nearly 40,000 km long drains which directly fall into the 

river have not been cleaned for over 50 years. They also 

carry urban and chemical discharge. Varanasi alone 

discharges 200 million litres of untreated human sewage 

into the river causing faecal coliform bacteria (FCB). 

Official standards state 500ml of faecal coliforms per 100 

ml is safe for bathing in Varanasi which is currently  120 

times high at 60,000 FCB. 

  

Unless the root causes of the pollution in the Ganga are 

addressed, mere beautification of the riverfront in Varanasi 

will not serve the purpose. The centre has agreed with Uttar 

Pradesh Government irrigation department's action plan 

which includes trapping drains by developing master 

drains, using treated water and fertiliser produced from it 

for agriculture purposes and a separate plan for every river 

falling into the Ganga. 

  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Waste-from-

40000km-of-drains-choking-

Ganga/articleshow/45737464.cms 

Date Accessed: 05.01.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

Mining Law: Ordinance to Open 

Exploration to Private Firms 
(Somesh Jha & Deepak Patel, Business Standard, 

January 7, 2015)  
  

The mining law ordinance, which got clearance by the 

Union Cabinet on Monday will allow awarding of multiple 

reconnaissance permits to public and private companies in 

the same area under an ‘Open sky policy’ and setting up a 

National Mineral Exploration Trust (NMET). These 

provisions are in addition to introduction of auctioning and 

provisions for benefit sharing with project-affected locals. 

Further it will introduce a system of allowing mining 

companies to transfer leases got through the auction route, 

after a notice period of 90 days. However, the Union 

government will frame separate rules for leases of public 

sector units and for atomic minerals, as per the sources. 

  

 “These steps will help eliminate discretion, improve 

transparency, reduce delay and simplify procedures for the 

industry. We are confident the law will lead to a 20 per cent 

growth in the mining sector in the next financial year,” said 

a government official. The official further mentioned that 

“companies, in line with ordinance, might have to give a 

share of their revenue to the NMET, a body to function on 

similar lines to the Geological Survey of India and Mineral 

Exploration Corporation Ltd. Mining companies will pay 

two per cent of the royalty paid to the government to 

NMET. The trust will use this fund for exploration.” 

 

The government has further decided to go away with the 

process of granting mining leases on a ‘first come, first 

served’ basis, introducing the mandatory auction route. The 

leases are expected to last for 50 years renewals and there 

will be a compulsory auction at the end of the lease period. 

For the case of mine leases pending for further renewal 

(around 2,500), the government has decided to give a 

transition period of at least 15 years for captive mines and 

five years for other mines. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-

policy/mining-law-ordinance-to-open-exploration-to-pvt-

firms-115010601259_1.html 

Date Accessed: 07.1.2015 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

Food Ministry Moots Proposal to 

Redistribute Subsidy Burden 
(Sanjeeb Mukherjee, Business Standard, January 8, 

2015) 

  

The food ministry is planning to reduce the amount of food 

subsidy, which has become imperative as once the National 
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Food Security Act (NFSA) across India will cover more 

than 50% of the country’s population. The ministry has 

floated the idea that the subsidy burden should be shifted 

from ministry to the concerned department for running 

grain-based welfare schemes other than the Public 

Distribution System (PDS). The idea is that if the 

departments still want to run welfare schemes, they could 

do so bearing their own subsidy burden. 

  

Currently NFSA has been rolled out in 11 states and Union 

Territories. Further a deadline of April 4, 2015 has been set 

for all states to implement the law. Currently, the subsidy 

for the programmes like PDS, mid-day-meal and the 

nutrition programmes, besides welfare homes like jails and 

nari niketans, which are runned by various ministries and 

departments is billed to the department of food. Unlike the 

present practice, the food ministry has proposed subsidy 

accruing to these departments and schemes should be borne 

by the concerned ministry or department, and not passed on 

to the food department. 

  

The plan is processed by the ministry in the hope that 

redistribution will also make food subsidy more compliant 

with the World Trade Organization rules. However, the 

plan might not lower the overall subsidy burden on the 

exchequer but would transfer it from one account to other, 

as per the officials. 

  

The total food subsidy stood at Rs 92,000 crore in 2013-14, 

against Rs 85,000 crore in 2012-13. For the current year, 

the total subsidy is pegged at Rs 1, 15, 000 crore. 

  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-

policy/food-min-floats-proposal-to-cut-food-subsidy-

115010700168_1.html 

Date Accessed: 08.1.2015 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

Government to Auction 3G Spectrum 
(Governancenow, December 31, 2014) 

 

The telecom regulatory body, TRAI has recommended a 

base price of Rs 2,720 crore per megahertz for pan-India 

3G spectrum nearly 22% less than the previous auction 

price. In the recently made announcement the regulator has 

also recommended that the defence ministry provide an 

additional 15 MHz for auction. The price has been kept low 

to allow telecom operators to gain more bandwidth for a 

lesser price. By this move the government is aiming to gain 

additional revenue for the current financial year. 

 

Operators in the telecom industry have been demanding 

lesser base prize and the availability of a wide range of 

spectrum. Of late the industry has been struggling due to 

declining margins and other issues. The department of 

telecom is expected to start the auction for 800, 900 and 

1,800 MHz spectrum bands, along with the 3G (2,100 

MHz) band, in February.    

 

“The authority recommends that the reserve price for 

2100MHz spectrum in each LSA (licence service area) 

should be Rs. 2,720 crore, Trai said. The new price is about 

22 percent lower than the previous auction of 2010.  The 

reserve price of Rs 3,500 crore was fixed in 2010 on the 

basis of CAG estimating notional loss figure of Rs 1.76 

lakh crore in the 2G spectrum allocation case of 2008.” 

TRAI has also said that the process and the method for 

measurement and tests to be carried out to allocate 3G 

spectrum is to be finalised before February 2015. The 

authority has also reduced the roll-out period for telecom 

operators. The winners of 3G spectrum in the auction 

would now be expected to roll out network within three 

years from the time of getting radiowaves. 

 

http://www.governancenow.com/news/regular-story/govt-

sweetens-spectrum-auction-low-base-price-may-bring-

revenue 

Date Accessed: 06.01.2015 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

Centre to Implement Massive E-

Governance Project for Employees State 

Insurance Corporation (ESIC) 
(Economic Times, January 4, 2015) 

 

In a recently held press conference Labour Minister 

Bandaru Dattatreya said that the NDA government is now 

planning to initiate a Rs 1,900 crore e-governance project 

to automate transactions vis-a-vis the Employees State 

Insurance Corporation (ESIC). The aim of this project, 

which is titled Panchdeep, is to set up an Enterprise 

Resource Planning mechanism around the country. 

Employee data like prescribed medicines, tests conducted, 

medical history of each employee would be a part of this 

system. The minister said that the project will also take care 

of payments, third party bills, loans, advances and also the 

leave travel concession (LTC) of employees. 

 

The project is also aiming to provide unique biometric 

cards to insured persons (IP). The minister has claimed that 

the project is unprecedented, since it will exterminate 

middlemen and ease the process of insurance claim for 

employees. The minister has also claimed that it would be 

the largest IT-enabled database in the country. “Referring 

to the 'Shramev Jayate' initiative of the Centre, the minister 

said the 'Shram Suvidha' portal has been brought in for 

transparent and accountable labour inspection scheme and 
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portability through Universal Account Number (UAN) for 

Employees' Provident Fund members.” Regarding the sum 

of Rs 28,000 crore of Employee’s Provident Fund 

Organisation funds that are currently unused because of the 

lack of appropriate date, the minister said that the labour 

ministry is preparing plans to distribute it. 

 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2015-01-

04/news/57663587_1_employees-state-insurance-

corporation-esic-panchdeep 

Date Accessed: 6.01.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

SECURITY 
 

India's Coastal Security Still in 

Doldrums 
(Shemin Joy, Deccan Herald, January 4, 2015) 

  

India has a coastline of 7,516.6 km. Indian agencies may 

have succeeded recently in thwarting a possible 26/11type 

terror attack, with an explosive-laden boat blowing up near 

the Gujarat coast, but the country still does not have 

adequate infrastructure and training facilities for marine 

policing. 

  

Senior officials from the Ministry of Home Affairs had 

earlier visited Maharashtra and Gujarat to check the sites, 

the states had offered for the construction of a marine police 

training institute on the western coast. Later, Union Home 

Minister had even announced that the institute would be set 

up in Gujarat. Andhra Pradesh had found land in Krishna 

district's Machallipatnam for the institute on the eastern 

coast. The Union Home Ministry is yet to clear the site. At 

present, the Coast Guard is providing training to the police 

personnel from states. In the annual budget of last year, Rs 

150 crore was earmarked for the construction of marine 

police stations and jetties, and purchase of boats to 

strengthen the coastal security apparatus. 

  

States face difficulties in finding well-trained personnel to 

man coastal police stations and boats, and perform marine 

coastal security operations. A Parliamentary panel report 

last year had also recorded some state government’s 

criticism that the Centre's Coastal Security Scheme had an 

“excessive top-down” approach. 

  
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/451407/indias-

coastal-security-still-doldrums.html 

Date Accessed: 05.01.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

 

HEALTH 
 

National Health Policy 2015: Challenges 
(DNAindia, January 3, 2015) 

  

This article talks about National Health Policy 2015 and 

identifies its challenges. The policy itself is a comprehensive 

document that reviews the successes and failures of the past. 

However, it runs the risk of being reduced to just an 

academic exercise that fails to address grass-root realities, 

devoid of actual funding, strong regulatory framework and 

grievance-redressal mechanism. The National Rural Health 

Mission (NHRM) achieved phenomenal results in its initial 

years, bringing in at least five lakh community health 

workers as ASHAs (Accredited Social Health Activists), 

and over 10,000 ambulances for free patient transport 

services. However, recently funding has reduced with 

government spending on health care declining to just 1.04% 

of GDP, while the total spending on health care is estimated 

at 4.1% of the GDP.  

 

The NHP 2015 must then address this deficit in public 

health spending and arrest the declining focus on health 

care, which is persistent with the high spending cuts under 

the present government. It aims to close the funding 

shortfalls and increase public spending to 2.5% of the GDP 

through general taxation and health cess on tobacco, alcohol 

and other non-core industries. However, the policy fails to 

regulate the private healthcare providers and the soaring 

costs of private healthcare. The private sector provides 

nearly 80% of out-patient and 60% of in-patient care, but it 

has constantly resisted attempts at regulation. In fact, only 

four states have implemented the Clinical Establishments 

(Registration and Regulation) Act, 2010, which permits 

public health authorities to conduct inspections and penalise 

or cancel the licences of hospitals that overcharge their 

patients. While the Centre is to ensure universal access to 

affordable health care, the policy does not offer any 

assurances on this aspect. It, therefore, merely 

acknowledges concerns about costs and unethical practices, 

but hesitates to regulate the private sector. Even though the 

private sector attracts more, even the poor, patients, public 

policy is constantly focussed on public healthcare 

infrastructure instead. It is not wonder that health-care 

expenditure forces 60 million Indians into poverty every 

year. 

 

Moreover, the policy even promises a National Health 

Rights Act which will make health a fundamental right, 

whose denial will be justifiable. The idea is that this 

legislation will push for greater public health expenditure. 

However, this has come at a time when a 20% cut, 

amounting to Rs 5000 crore, has been proposed by the NDA 

government in the Union budget’s plan outlay of Rs 30,645 
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crore for health. Such contradictory moves by the 

Government, along with the absence of firm and specific 

commitments on investment, subsidies and regulation, will 

ensure that the policy is a mere academic exercise. 

 

http://www.dnaindia.com/analysis/editorial-dnaedit-policy-

and-implementation-2049086 

Date accessed: 05.01.2015 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

ENERGY 
 

Strange Approach to Fixing Power 

Tariffs 
(KV Vishnu Mohan Rao, The Hindu Business Line, 

January 5, 2014) 

  

This article talks about the power granted to the State 

Electricity Regulatory Commissions (SERCs) by the 

Appellate Tribunal for Electricity (APTEL). It allows for 

SERCs to initiate tariff proceedings and unilaterally 

determine tariff without the submission of Annual Revenue 

Requirement (ARR) petition by electricity utilities. Often, 

the non-filing and delay in ARR filing and tariff revision has 

impaired the ability of distribution companies to raise tariffs, 

worsening their already poor financial health. However, the 

consequences of this power in respect of information, 

electricity markets, enforcement/compliance and 

accountability need to be evaluated. 

  

The Electricity Act 2003 treats electricity generation, 

transmission and distribution entities as separate business 

entities, run on commercial principles. Thus, utilities have 

the right to recover costs in return for services provided, 

along with the right to earn a fair rate of return on capital 

invested in the business. Concerned about their own 

financial and technical well-being, utilities would file ARR 

petitions, disclosing their cost structure, to SERCs. Now, 

utilities can avoid disclosing their financial and technical 

cost structures by not filing ARR petitions; SERCs, as a 

result, will not have adequate and accurate information to 

arrive at reasonable tariffs. The regulator can now exercise 

suo moto power to determine prices, making it vulnerable to 

manipulation or regulatory ‘capture’. The utility could 

develop a tacit understanding with the regulator and not file 

an ARR in the case of potential tariff hike, letting the 

regulator to take up the difficult task. The move throws up 

questions on the entire tariff setting process. 

 

Since electricity utilities are not to file their tariff petition on 

time to address their own financial and technical problems, 

the need to create efficient electricity markets and ensure 

transparency vanishes. Moreover, the judgment does not 

speak of any penalising provisions, if utilities do not file 

their revenue requirement on an annual basis, incentivising 

them to not file. Moreover, this limits the disclosure of 

information, which is important to impose checks and 

balances on the regulator and utilities. The petition serves as 

a disclosure tool and is useful for analysing performance. In 

this regard, a cost-benefit analysis of whether such powers 

can bring about long-term efficiency in the electricity 

market is required. Amendments and rules to ensure 

compliance by utilities to file ARR petitions on time have to 

be passed. Besides, The Regulatory Reforms Bill 2013 must 

be enacted at the earliest to make regulators accountable to 

the legislature so that there is accountability in regulatory 

decision-making. 

 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/strange-

approach-to-fixing-power-

tariffs/article6757318.ece?homepage=true 

Date accessed: 05.01.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

TECHNOLOGY 
 

Cyber Crimes in India Likely to Double 

to 3 Lakh in 2015 
(Financial Express, January 5, 2015) 

  

Rising at an alarming rate, the number of cyber crimes in the 

country may double to 3 lakh in 2015 and could pose serious 

economic and national security challenges, an Assocham-

Mahindra SSG study has warned. The increasing use of 

smart phones and tablets for online banking and other 

financial transactions have increased the risks. India has 

emerged as a favourite among cybercriminals, mostly 

hackers and other malicious users who utilize the Internet to 

commit crimes such as identity theft, spamming, phishing 

and other types of fraud. As per the study’s findings, total 

number of cyber crimes registered during 2011, 2012, 2013 

and 2014 stood at 13,301, 22,060, 71,780 and 1, 49,254 

respectively. 

  

With increasing use of information technology (IT) enabled 

services such as e-governance, online business and 

electronic transactions, protection of personal and sensitive 

data have assumed paramount importance. As per the study, 

rising Internet penetration and online banking have made 

India a target among cybercriminals, who target online 

financial transactions using malicious software (malware). 

India ranks third after Japan and US in the list of countries 

most affected by online banking malware during 2014. 

  

Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Maharashtra have seen the 

highest number of cyber crimes registered under the new 
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Information and Technology Act in India. These three states 

together contribute more than 70 % to India’s revenue from 

IT and IT related industries. 

  

http://www.financialexpress.com/article/tech/cyber-crimes-

in-india-likely-to-double-to-3-lakh-in-by-2015/25919/ 

Date Accessed: 05.01.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

  

ENVIRONMENT 
 

Legal Cover to Post-1980 Plantations 

may Go Soon 
(Chetan Chouhan, Hindustan Times, January 5, 2014) 

  

The government is planning a change in the definition of 

forests to withdraw legal cover for any man-made 

plantations or green zones notified after 1980, as part of a 

new environmental regime aimed to improve ease of doing 

business in India. The Centre is also looking to change the 

process of filing appeals with the National Green Tribunal 

(NGT), India’s green watchdog that has been accused by the 

environment ministry of exceeding its brief while deciding 

on environmental approvals. 

  

If these changes go through, no approval under the Forest 

Conservation Act (FCA) will be required for clearing green 

areas that came up after 1980 or forests on private land. 

Cutting down trees planted along highways, railway lines 

and other projects will also not require prior approval from 

the Centre and state governments. The current definition of 

forests, as determined by the Supreme Court, includes any 

area with trees including compensatory afforestation, where 

agencies plant trees to make up for the loss of greenery 

incurred during projects. The definition, however, created a 

lot of confusion in forest regulation and led to a large 

number of litigation over clearance of schemes. 

  

This exercise is part of a bigger overhaul in India’s green 

regime to reduce the scope for judicial intervention and 

‘improve’ the country’s business climate. Five laws, 

namely, the Environment Protection Act, the Forest 

Conservation Act, the Water Act, the Air Act and the Indian 

Forest Act — stand to be amended.  In order to dilute the 

powers of the NGT, the government proposes to introduce 

another layer for appeal against ministry approvals, similar 

to the mechanism in the Right to Information Act. In the 

new regime, the first appeal against an approval will have to 

be made with the environment appellate board comprising 

senior government officials. Only then can a second appeal 

against the board’s decision be filed with the national green 

watchdog. The government is also looking at diluting the 

provision of mandatory consent of gram sabhas for a 

project. 

  

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/legal-cover-to-

post-1980-plantations-may-soon-go/article1-1303330.aspx 

Date Accessed: 05.01.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

Ministry of Environment and Forests on 

Clearance Spree to Improve Image 
(The New Indian Express, January 1, 2014) 

  

The Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) is trying 

to rid itself of the image of halting economic growth by 

initiating process to review green laws and starting an online 

clearance system for transparency and time bound 

clearances. Over 240 projects were given clearances, out of 

which 50 were in Gujarat. These projects include strategic 

border roads, national highways, defense, mining and coal 

and rail links. 

  

Important changes by MoEF include giving more power to 

the state government to sanction clearances and easing 

forest clearance procedures for defense and strategic border 

road projects falling within a 100 km radius of the LAC 

(Line of Actual Control) border with China. The TSR 

Subramanian committee recently submitted its report on 

green laws and suggested a law to punish defaulters while 

maintaining a balance between the environment and 

development. “The Centre is also banking on the 

Committee’s recommendation for setting up a national 

environment regulator for granting environment clearances 

as directed by the Supreme Court.” 

  

Due to pressure from the RSS backed Swadeshi Jagran 

Manch (SJM) and Bhartiya Kisan Sangh (BKS), the MoEF 

has halted the field trials of genetically modified crops even 

though it was cleared by its Genetic Engineering Approval 

Committee. 

  

Controversy has erupted over dilution of forest rights act 

that will not require consent of indigenous people to set up 

projects in tribal dominated areas. Even though the ministry 

denies such dilutions, environmentalists and NGOs are 

critical of such developments. 

  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/Ministry-of-

Environment-and-Forests-on-Clearance-Spree-to-Improve-

Image/2015/01/01/article2598101.ece 

Date Accessed: 07.1.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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Huge Disparity in Livestock Census and 

NSSO Data 
(Jitendra, Down to Earth, January 2, 2014) 

 

This article highlights the fact that the figures in the 19th 

livestock census report (released in September 2014) and the 

survey report by the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) 

(released in December 2014) do not tally. The census report 

says that the number of sheep and goats stood at 200 million 

in the 2012-13. On the other hand, the 70th round of 

National Sample Survey showed a huge decline in their 

number to 99 million. Along similar lines, the census report 

shows the number of poultry at 729 million in 2012-13, 

while NSSO survey shows a huge decline in their number at 

255 million. There are differences in data for numbers of 

pigs, cattle, buffalo and bovine, also. The livestock sector 

contributes nearly 25.6% of total value of output in 

agriculture, fishing and forestry sector. The overall 

contribution of livestock sector in total GDP was 4.11% 

during 2012-13. 

 

Additionally, the NSSO report, “Key Indicators of Land and 

Livestock in India”, differs from census data even on trends. 

While the census figure showed a marginal decline in the 

number of sheep, goat and pigs, NSSO survey indicated 

increase in their population in recent years. Till 2007, the 

number of goats had been shown as increasing in the 

livestock census, but in 2012 their number decreased. At the 

same time NSSO data showed an increase in the number of 

goats, contradicting assessment of the 2012 livestock 

census, and making experts question the data. 

  

According to experts, such mismatch of data on livestock 

has been apparent even in past survey reports also but the 

concerned ministry does not look into the matter. Timings of 

the start of the census may have set off some differences. 

However, the concerned ministries must address these 

differences. 

  

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/huge-disparity-

found-livestock-census-and-nsso-data 

Date accessed: 04.01.2015 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

Sugar Mills Likely to Stay Crushed in 

2015  
(RaviAnanthnarayan, Live Mint, January 5, 2015) 

  

While some things did go in favour of the sugar industry in 

2014, they weren’t enough to make sugar producers smile. 

While, the industry benefited from better contribution from 

co-generated power and distillery by-products, but falling 

global sugar prices were a big overhang and, to make 

matters worse, ample domestic output kept domestic prices 

under pressure. Sugarcane procurement costs did not 

decline, putting further pressure on margins. 

  

In 2014, sugar prices were a sore point, with international 

raw sugar futures declining by about 15%, while white sugar 

prices declined by about 18%. Domestic prices, too, have 

fallen, though by a relatively smaller amount of 4.6%. But 

the bigger problem is the procurement cost of sugarcane, 

which has been retained at Rs.280 per quintal in Uttar 

Pradesh. Things got further complicated because of a 

Supreme Court decision, which says companies have to sell 

their stocks, even if held as collateral by banks, to settle 

farmer’s cane dues. That may make it more difficult for 

mills to raise working capital finance using stocks, on which 

farmer dues are unpaid. 

  

The government is planning a new ethanol procurement 

scheme, which may result in higher realizations this year, 

but gives the government discretion over determining the 

ethanol procurement price and quantity. Hence in sum it is a 

sobering picture for Indian sugar industry. 

  

http://www.livemint.com/Money/NVI6yqj4cd8pvqWQKzN

uXP/Sugar-mills-are-likely-to-stay-crushed-in-2015-

too.html 

Date Accessed: 05.01.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
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SOCIAL CONFLICT AND 

VIOLENCE 
 

Assam has Highest Internally Displaced 

People 
(The Sentinel, January 2, 2015) 

  

Asian Centre for Human Rights (ACHR) in its report noted 

that Assam has about three lakh conflict induced internally 

displaced people, alleging that the victims are reeling under 

humanitarian crisis. These are spread over in 85 relief camps 

in four districts of Assam – Sonitpur, Kokrajhar, Udalguri 

and Chirang. The displaced people are mostly Adivasis 

seeking refuge from the “massacre of some 80 Adivasis by 

the Songbijit faction of National Democratic Front of 

Bodoland of Songbijit faction on December 23.” 

  

As per the ACHR, the state response has been limited. In its 

field study, the organization reported that basic amenities 

such as food, clothing and basic sanitation is missing. Local 

public and few organizations provided limited help to  

pregnant women. 

  

ACHR has recommended that basic amenities such as 

access to adequate shelter, food, utensils, baby food, clothes, 

health care, water facility, toilets should be provided to all 

victims affected by the violence. In addition, that 

rehabilitation program should be initiated with housing 

assistance. Lastly, the organization asked the government to 

provide safety and security at relief camps so that they are 

not closed down and heinous crimes are not repeated. 

  

http://www.sentinelassam.com/mainnews/story.php?sec=1&

subsec=0&id=214001&dtP=2015-01-

03&ppr=1#.VKziM0ttIpE 

Date Accessed: 07.1.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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INDIA AND WORLD 

EAST AND SOUTH EAST ASIA 
 

UN Agency Calls on Global Clothing 

Brands to Help Cambodian 

Manufacturers Absorb Wage Hike 
(United Nations News Centre, January 5, 2015) 

 

Cambodia has introduced new minimum wages of $128 per 

month in the garment industry. International Labour 

Organization predict that the wages, including bonus, would 

now vary from $183 to $217 per month. This is an increase 

from $68 a month adjustment made in 2012. 

  

Such an increase is likely to move up the wage expenditure 

by 18.7%. “At the same time, the prices that Cambodian 

factories receive in their main markets have been stagnating 

or declining, with the United States Bureau of Labor 

Statistics calculating a 4.5 per cent drop in prices paid for 

apparel imports from Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) countries since June 2012.” To ensure 

that the industry remains viable, United Nations have called 

on global brands to source their products from Cambodia so 

that the industry can cope with the cost increase. 

  

To manage declining profit margins, companies need to shift 

to efficient management of resources. However, this will not 

be enough. Global brands increasing support would be 

crucial. “ILO estimates that global brands would need to pay 

Cambodian factories between 2.4 and three per cent more, 

adding about two cents to the production costs of t-shirts 

that can currently be made for 80 cents and that might retail 

for about $10. On annual garment and footwear exports 

worth $6 billion, the small increase could generate 

additional revenue of $160 million to support the new wage 

levels.”   

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49731#.V

KzJN0ttIpE 

Date Accessed: 07.1.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MIDDLE-EAST 
 

Children’s Education in Syria Affected, 

Warns UNICEF 
(United Nations News Centre, January 6, 2015) 

  

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) reported that the 

recent closure of schools in Syria has affected the education 

of 670,000 kids at primary and lower-high school age. As 

the Syrian conflict enters the fifth year, impact on children 

education can be drastic. UNICEF has reinforced its calls 

for help to assist children in Syria. 

  

Mr. Boulierac from UNICEF noted that the children face the 

most terrible threat to their safety and well-being. In 2014 

alone, around 68 attacks on schools were reported which 

killed at least 160 children and injured 343. Real numbers 

are likely to be higher. “By the end of 2014 the conflict had 

affected more than eight million children, 5.6 million 

children inside the country and 1.7 million children living as 

refugees in Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Egypt and other 

countries in North Africa.” It is estimated that around 2.1 to 

2.4 million children in Syria were out of school and/or not 

attending school regularly. 

  

Recent school closures have been noted in Raqqa and Deir-

ez-Zour governorates and parts of rural Aleppo where ISIS 

(Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant) is likely to have 

control. Mr. Boulierac also mentioned that in December, 

ISIL issued a decree ordering education in areas under its 

control to be stopped so that it can change school curricula. 

  

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49735#.V

KzJN0ttIpE 

Date Accessed: 07.1.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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OPINION/BOOKS 
 

OPINIONS 
 

CIA Torture: A Mere Rogue Op? 
(Economic and Political Weekly, January 3, 2014) 

 

The United States Senate Select Committee on 

Intelligence’s (SSCI) report on the Committee Study of the 

‘Central Intelligence Agency’s [CIA] Detention and 

Interrogation Program’ was declassified on the 9
th

 December 

2014. At the core of the CIA program was torture of 

detained prisoners in sites around the world during the two 

terms of office (2001-09) of George W Bush. These acts 

include “rectal feeding”, “waterboarding”, being hung by 

the wrists for many hours, being confined to a coffin, etc.” 

  

The report should have questioned United States legitimacy 

as ‘defender of human rights’. Such development did not 

take place as Obama appointed John Brennan as the current 

CIA director, even though he was instrumental in CIA’s 

torture apparatus. The principal question is whether the 

highest executive in the US senate sanctioned torture, should 

also be held responsible for it?  

  

Report highlights that out of 119 detainees; at least 26 did 

not even meet the “standard of detention”. Acts of torture 

are justified on the grounds that they reveal information that 

is crucial to save lives. But CIA’s own documents show that 

they do not produce any intelligence and may have led to 

‘false answers’. Moreover, there seems to be collusion 

between the media and CIA where the former published 

only selected stories to sway public opinion in favor of 

torture. 

  

Responsibility for such acts cannot be limited to the CIA 

headquarters. Executive of the senate has played a role in 

violating Geneva Conventions, the UN Convention against 

Torture (which the US ratified in 1994), and US federal law 

itself, which prohibits such acts. “What about the then US 

President George W Bush and the Vice-President Dick 

Cheney, the then Secretary of State, Condoleezza Rice, 

Secretary of Defence, Ronald Rumsfeld, and other 

concerned top officials in the then executive of the US 

state?” 

  

It is difficult to see how justice will be delivered given that 

military intelligence is so deeply engrained in the highest 

structures of power. Even Obama cannot be expected to 

initiate prosecution, as he is responsible for thousands of 

deaths due to drone missiles. 
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Debate on Legalization of Sex Work 
(Economic and Political Weekly, November 22, 2014) 

  

The debate on legalizing sex work has given representation 

to the voice of sex workers. However, this does not mean 

that people have become aware about the plight of sex 

workers. On the contrary their struggles have been drowned 

out in the loud arguments of policy makers and rights 

groups. 

  

Supreme Court in 2010 observed that nowhere in the world 

has sex work been curbed through legislation. Following 

this a national consultation was set up in 2011 to look into 

the possibilities of amending the “Traffic (Prevention) Act, 

1956 (ITPA) so that sex workers would be able to live with 

the dignity accorded by Article 21 of the Constitution.” The 

Chairperson of the National Commission for Women was up 

for legalizing legislation but other panelists, including sex 

workers union, refused. Thus, the consultation held on 8
th

 

November, was reported to have not reached a consensus. 

  

“In India, sex work (or prostitution) is not illegal though all 

aspects connected with it like soliciting in public places, 

selling, procuring and exploiting any person for commercial 

sex as well as profiteering from it are illegal. Indirectly thus, 

sex workers cannot seek the law’s protection and are 

penalised.” Advocates to legalizing the trade point that it 

will prevent harassment of workers from middlemen and 

police. Those opposing, raise issues of increasing trafficking 

of women and child to fuel the industry. In countries like 

India the challenge is to identify whether a sex worker has 

‘chosen’ the line of work or has been coerced into it. 

  

International scenario also provides no direct solution. Only 

Sweden has shown to reduce street trafficking by two-thirds. 

Such was achieved by legalizing selling of sex but 

criminalizing buying of it. Thus, legal protection was 

guaranteed to the sex workers. Such a law was backed with 

public campaigns and funds to help sex workers choose 

alternatives to prostitution. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html
http://www.epw.in/editorials/cia-torture-mere-rogue-op.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 | P a g e          RGIC Policy Watch is meant for private circulation only.  

  

 

   RGICS      POLICY WATCH 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

     Volume : 3, Issue- 23                                    Date : 12-01-2015 

 

OPINION/BOOKS 
 

 

Though, the Sweden model has its critics, it offers three 

important lessons. First, buyers of sex must be punished and 

not vice-versa. However this will be challenging given the 

prevalent patriarchy and the especially vulnerable society of 

sex workers. Secondly, public awareness will be crucial to 

challenge the misogynistic mindsets. Thirdly, trafficking is a 

crucial challenging to legalizing sex trade in India unlike the 

west. 
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