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EDITORIAL 
 

 

 

 

Dear Reader,  

 

The great Indian visionary Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru once said, ‘everything else can wait but not agriculture’. Since 

then, Indian agriculture has made a significant journey towards attaining higher productivity, profitability, and 

sustainability through the interface of science & technology and public policies. Each five year plan had prioritized 

agriculture and its modernisation, but has always fallen short of absolute success in terms of optimising productivity 

and welfare of its farmers. Indira Gandhi’s historic policy move on green revolution in 1968 turned the discourse of 

Indian agriculture and provided food security to its mammoth starving population.  

 

Even today the sector extends livelihood security to nearly about 700 million Indians, despite perpetual volatilities due 

to land-holding pattern, caste factor, irrigation problem, modernisation issue, poor credit availability, indebtedness, 

which ultimately make the poorest of the poor to suffer. But the latest report by NSSO based on 2012-13 data on 

agricultural households reveals one significant fact that only about merely 0.1% of rural agricultural households are 

presently landless. Thanks to various policy interventions. The NSSO in its 70
th
 round has brought many other 

revealing facts about the economic well-being of agricultural households in India by surveying about 4529 sample 

villages across the country as discussed in the cover story of this Policy Watch.  

 

The report has made a transition in the definition of a ‘farmer’ and dispensed possession of land as an eligibility 

criterion, rather has broadened with the concept of agricultural production unit, which produces crops, livestock and 

products of any other specified agricultural activity. Amongst the aggregate farming households of about 90.2 million, 

Kerala has least percentage share with 27.3% and Rajasthan has highest percentage share with 78.4% of these 

households. It is interestingly being found that about 45% of total agricultural households belong to OBC category; 

while amongst other deprived social groups, 16% belong to SC, 13% to ST. It is also fascinating to see that the source 

of income of this vast number of households is significantly determined by the extent of land possession, and about 

56% of households having less than 0.01 hectare land receive income from wage and salary employment, and another 

23% gets from livestock activity. Thus they are not the cultivators, though have some insignificant land in possession. 

Majority of the households having more than 0.40 hectare land are the cultivators. So despite the fact (according to 

the report) that about 93% of Indian agricultural households possess some type of land, yet most of them do not use it 

for cultivation, rather depend on wages. The rest 7% possess only homestead land. Also in rural India though about 

44% of agricultural households have MGNREG job cards, but the lower becomes the rate of possession of such card 

holders with lower land size. It therefore shows that the poorer farmers are deprived off MGNREG cards.  About 52% 

of Indian agricultural households are estimated to be indebted with average amount of outstanding loan per 

agricultural households is Rs 47000. The state Andhra Pradesh tops the list followed by Telangana. Also lack of 

awareness could not popularise crop insurance. Institutional credits are flowing to the effluent farmers, burdening the 

small farmers within the trap of high interest rates from non-institutional sources. The report therefore importantly 

brings out the real challenge of agriculture, which is related to sustained security amongst the ‘people’ who are 

involved in it. So along its growth plan, India has to emphasise on the well-being of the famers who are pivotal to this 

sector. 

 

Hope our readers enjoy this issue of Policy Watch which also has many more relevant pieces. 

Wishing our readers a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 
Rakhee Bhattacharya 

Associate Director, RGICS  
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households over social groups in Per cent. 

ST 

SC 

OBC 

others 

Situation Assessment Survey of Agricultural Households in India 
 

The report of the 70
th

 round of National Sample Survey conducted on the Situation Assessment Survey of Agricultural Households 

for the year 2012-13 brings out   the information in relation to socio-economic characteristics of agricultural households. Three 

major components, such as income, landholdings and indebtedness of farmers are being studied along with various aspects of 

farming practices including access to modern technology and technological developments, information on crop loss and crop 

insurance in agriculture. This round of NSSO covered the same set of households, in rural areas only for the period, January to 

July 2013 and August to December 2013 to collect information for two major Indian agricultural seasons in a year. 

 

Shift in Eligibility Criterion for Being  a Farmer 

There is a tectonic shift in the eligibility criterion for being considered a farmer. The 59
th

 Round of the NSS titled ‘Situation 

Assessment Survey of Farmers’ defined ‘farmer’ as “a person who operates some land (owned or taken on lease or otherwise 

possessed) and is engaged in agricultural activities in broad sense of the term, on that land during last 365 days preceding the 

date of survey. Any agricultural activity done by a household, which did not possess any land, was kept outside the scope of the 

survey.  

 

In the 70
th

 Round of NSS the Situation Assessment Survey (SAS) dispensed possession of land as an eligibility criterion for an 

agricultural household and replaced it with the concept of an “agricultural production unit”. 

 

“An agricultural household for this survey was defined as a household receiving some value of produce more than 

Rs.3000/- from agricultural activities and having at least one member self-employed in agriculture either in the principal 

status or in subsidiary status during last 365 days.” 
 

Table 1: Changes in the 70th NSS Round 

 

We present below an overview of this Report. 

 

Number of Agricultural Households in India 
 During the agricultural year July 2012- June 2013, rural India had 

an estimated total of 90.2 million agricultural households, which 

constituted about 57.8% of the total estimated rural households of 

the country during the same period. Uttar Pradesh alone with an 

estimate of 18.05 million agricultural households accounted for 

about 20% of all agricultural households in the country. Rajasthan 

had highest percentage of agricultural households (78.4%) among 

its rural households, and Kerala had the least percentage share of 

agricultural households (27.3%) in its rural households.  

 

Source:  70
th

 Round NSS 

Important Changes in the 70
th

 Round of NSS as compared to the 

59
th

 Round 

Justification 

1. Possession of Land dispensed as eligibility Agricultural activity can occur in absence of land 

possession. 

2. Possession of Annual Agricultural Produce worth Rs. 3000 as 

minimum eligibility to be considered as an Agricultural 

Household  

Elimination of insignificant farming activities like 

maintaining a kitchen garden. 

3. Actual Expenditure (i.e. Out of Pocket expenditure) considered 

for recording Agricultural Expenditure. 

To simplify data collection and to derive the actual 

income of agricultural households from agricultural 

activities. 

Source:  70th Round NSS 
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 The Figure 2 displays the share of agricultural 

households in India amongst various social groups per 

size class of land possessed.  The share of Scheduled 

Tribes (ST) increased from the lowest size of class of 

land possessed and reached its maximum in the 4
th

 size 

class (1.01-2.00 hectare) and then gradually decreased to 

its lowest level at the highest size class. The percentage 

share of Scheduled Castes (SC) agricultural households 

decreased gradually from 28% in the lowest size class to 

about 3% in the highest size class of land possessed.  

 

 

 

Land Ownership in Indian Agriculture 

 “Possession of land and operation of land for agricultural activities were not essential conditions for a household to be 

considered an agricultural household in the Situation Assessment Survey of NSS 70
th

 round (unlike 59
th

 round).”  

 According to the findings of the report 93% of the agricultural households in the country possessed some type of land other 

than ‘homestead land only’ and little less than 7 percent possessed only homestead land.  

 An estimated 0.1 percent of the agricultural households in rural India were landless. However among the agricultural 

households who possessed less than 0.01 hectare land, 70 percent possessed only homestead land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Share of Social Groups owning Agricultural Households in 

each Land Class Size  

Source: 70th Round NSS 
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Source of Income of Agricultural Households 
 

 Principal source of income of agricultural households is largely determined by the extent of land possession. Majority of the 

agricultural households which possessed more than 0.40 hectare land, reported cultivation as their principal source of 

income.  

 Agricultural activity (cultivation, livestock 

and other agricultural activities) was 

reported to be the principal source of 

income for majority of the agricultural 

households in all the major States, except 

Kerala where about 61% of the 

agricultural households reported to have 

received maximum income from sources 

other than agricultural activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Agricultural households that possess less 

than 0.01 hectare land (which also include 

landless agricultural households) reported 

about 56% wage/ salary employment as their 

principal source of income and another 23% 

reported livestock as their principal source of 

income. Non-agricultural enterprises were 

principal source of income for about 8 

percent and 11% of the agricultural 

households, respectively, of bottom two size 

classes of land possessed. 
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MGNREGA Job Card Holders 

 The 70
th
 Round of NSS found that about 44% of the estimated rural agricultural households in India possessed a Mahatma 

Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) job card.  

 The report noted that agricultural households in the lowest size class of land possession (less than 0.01 hectare) had a low 

rate of MGNREGA job card possession viz. 38.3%.  

 Agricultural households with land possession between 0.41-1 hectares have the highest share of MGNREGA job card 

ownership at 46.3%.  

 It is interesting to note that cultivators form the dominant group in Land Size Possessed that have a high share of 

MGNREGA card possession. 

 Amongst states Chhattisgarh had the highest rate of MGNREGA job card possession at 81.4% while Haryana had the lowest 

rate of job card possession at 2.6%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ration Card Holding  

 About 12% of the estimated rural agricultural households in India did 

not possess any form of ration card during the period of the survey 

(Refer Fig. 8). It is worthy to note that the bottom two size classes of 

land possessed had a higher rate of non-possession, viz. 13.1% and 

14.7%, than the average rate of non-possession in all land size classes, 

i.e. 12.3%.  

 17.3% of rural agricultural households possessing land size greater than 

10 hectares had BPL cards during the survey. 

 

 36.9% of rural agricultural households in Jharkhand and 23.8% of 

agricultural households in Odisha did not possess any ration card.  

 

  The rate of Below Poverty Line (BPL) card possession amongst rural 

agricultural households was more than 90% in Andhra Pradesh and 
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Telangana.  
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Indebtedness of Agricultural Households 
 As per the NSSO Report 51.9% of agricultural household in India were indebted with an average amount of agricultural loan 

per household at about Rs. 47,000. 

 Andhra Pradesh had the highest share of indebted households at 92.9% followed by Telangana (89.1%) and Tamil Nadu 

(82.5%). However, Kerala had the highest average amount of outstanding loan at Rs. 2,13,600 followed by Andhra Pradesh 

(Rs. 1,23,400) and Punjab (1,19,500). 

 The states with lowest share of indebted households were Assam (17.5%), Jharkhand (28.9%) and Chhattisgarh (37.2%). 

They were ranked in the same order for the lowest average outstanding loan per household at Rs. 3400, Rs. 5700 and Rs. 10, 

200 respectively.  

 

Source of Loans (it is about outstanding loans, so change the title) 

 
 Outstanding loans from Institutional sources (comprising of Government, Co-operative Society and Banks) comprised of 

about 60% incurred by agricultural households. Of this 2.1%  was sourced from the government, 14.8% from co-operative 

societies and 42.9% from banks.  

 There exists a high rate of outstanding loans owed by agricultural households from non-institutional sources at about 40%. 

Of these loans about 26% had been advanced by Money-lenders.  

 The share of institutional loans decreased with the share of land possessed by the agricultural household. Agricultural 

households in the lowest size class of land (less than 0.01 ha) had only 15% share of outstanding loans from institutional 

sources while households in the largest size class of land (more than 10 ha) had 79% share of outstanding loans from 

institutional sector. 

  For agricultural households in the lowest land size, the share of outstanding loans from money 

lenders was at 63.7%. Conversely, for agricultural households in the highest land size, the share of 

outstanding loans from banks was at 63.5%.  
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Awareness of Minimum Support Price and Procurement Agencies 

 The 70
th
 round of NSSO also compiled information on the level of awareness in agricultural households regarding MSP and 

Procurement agencies. “The data shows a lesser level of awareness about MSP and even lower level of sale of these crops to 

procurement agencies. Except for sugarcane, only less than half of the households, which were aware about MSP, sold off 

their crop to procurement agencies. Even for the households reported sale to the procurement agency, the quantity sold was a 

very small percentage of the total sale by these households during the period.”  

 

 Amongst agricultural households reporting sale of paddy crop only 32% were aware of MSP operations. Out of this and only 

13.5% households sold to procurement agencies (during July to December 2012).  

 

Figure 11: Number per 1000 of agricultural households reported sale and had awareness about MSP (During July 2012-

December 2012) 

 
Source:  70

th
 NSS Round 

 

Crop Insurance 

 The data collected under the survey shows that the number of households that insured their crop against possible crop loss 

remained low. Lack of awareness remains the most widespread reason for lack of crop insurance. 

 “Over 95% paddy and wheat growers and nearly 99% of sugarcane farmers did not insure their crops during two consecutive 

agricultural seasons- Kharif 2012 and Rabi 2013.”  

 

Access to Technical Advice in The Field Of Agriculture 

 “Agricultural households’ access to modern technology and technical advices in the field of agriculture is a very important 

aspect which positively affects the preferences and practices of the farming community resulting into better output in the 

respective agricultural activities.” The NSSO survey collected information on the technical advises accessed and adopted by 

the agricultural households for the purpose of crop production. They were also asked to mention the source, the usefulness 

and impact of the technical help they adopted.  

 

 Throughout the country 41% of cultivating households accessed technical help from any of the listed agencies/ sources 

during the period July, 2012- December, 2012. Majority of the households found the advice they sought from various 

sources useful.  
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Source Percentage of 

households 

reporting access 

Found 

Information 

Useful 

Not useful Don’t Know 

Extension agent 6.2% 93.7% 5.6% 0.7% 

Krishivigyankendra 2.7% 93.6% 6.2% 0.2% 

Agricultural university/college 1.2% 91.4% 8.6% 0% 

Private commercial agents (including 

drilling contractor) 

7.4% 94.7% 4.9% 4% 

Progressive farmer 20% 96.3% 2.4% 1.3% 

Radio/tv/newspaper/internet 19.6% 94.5% 3.6% 1.9% 

Veterinary department 8% 96.3% 1.3% 2.3% 

NGO 1.2% 87.5% 11.7% 0.8% 

any agent 40.6% NA NA NA 

 

 

 35% of cultivator households accessed any of the listed sources/agencies during the period January, 2013-June, 2013 thus, 

showing a decrease. ‘Progressive farmer’ and ‘radio/TV/newspaper/internet were the two main sources that were accessed 

by agricultural households for technical advice.  

 

 

 

Source Percentage of 

households 

reporting access 

Useful Not useful Don’t Know 

Extension agent 3.8% 94.1% 5.6% 0.3% 

Krishivigyankendra 2,4% 97.9% 2.1% 0.1% 

Agricultural university/college 0.9% 93.1% 4.7% 2.3% 

Private commercial agents 

(including drilling contractor) 

6.6% 96.2% 3.7% 0.1% 

Progressive farmer 18.4% 97% 1.6% 1.4% 

Radio/tv/newspaper/internet 17% 95.3% 3.3% 1.4% 

Veterinary department 6.8% 98.3% 1.5% 0.2% 

NGO 0.9% 98.7% 1.3% 0% 

any agent 35% NA NA NA 
 

 

 

 About 59% of the agricultural households did not receive any assistance from either government or private extension 

services. “Of the 40.6% households who received extension assistance, only 11% of the services came from physical 

government machinery- extension agents, Krishi Vigyan Kendras and agricultural universities. More farmers depended on 

other progressive farmers (20%), media including radio, TV, newspaper (19.6%) and private commercial agents (7.4%).” 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2: Sources of Technical Advice (July-December 2012)  

Source:  70th Round NSS 

Table 3: Sources of Technical Advice (January-June 2013)  

Source:  70th Round NSS 
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Conclusion 
The percentage of landless agricultural households in rural India declined from about 10%

1
 in 2003 to 0.1% 2012-13. Moreover, 

marginal landholdings increased during the same time. Analysts attribute this to MGNREGA, which provided financial stability to 

agricultural households and dissuaded them from selling their land. 

 

There is a high rate of indebtedness amongst agricultural households, of which the most common cause is crop failure. Crop 

insurance remains the most viable solution to this problem. However, as seen in the report, there remains a low level of awareness 

regarding insurance amongst farmers. Governments react to such problem by issuing indiscriminate loan waivers which ends up 

affecting the banking system. There is a need to spread awareness and create flexible crop insurance products for farmers to avoid 

skewering the credit system. 

 

Despite much vaunted government rhetoric and institutional intervention, the role of moneylenders and non-institutional credit 

sources remains high, especially amongst the lowest land size class. The government needs to rethink its credit policies to boost 

institutional credit outflow in rural areas. 

 

It seems that a lack of awareness amongst farmers remains one of the major causes gap in policy implementation.  Government 

policy such as MSP, public procurement and access to technical advice remain out of reach for majority of agricultural households 

due to such lack of awareness amongst farmers. 

 

As agricultural activities still remain one of the most important sources of income for a large chunk of population in India, there is 

a serious need for the government to rethink its agriculture policies to prioritise the welfare of agricultural households in India.  
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1
 There has been a change in the definition of agricultural households as mentioned in the NSSO Report. 
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2014 Saw Slew of Anti-Labour Reforms 
(Free Press Journal, December 24, 2014) 

  

Despite of continuous resistance from trade unions including 

BJP supported trade union Bhartiya Mazdoor Sangh, the 

Union Labour Ministry introduced a host of reforms this 

year to attract more investments but all eleven trade unions 

declared them as ‘anti-worker’. The major initiatives of 

Ministry introduced this year are as follows: 

  

● The ministry managed to get two bills – Apprentices 

Amendment Bill 2014 and the Labour Laws 

(Exemption from furnishing returns and maintaining 

registers by certain establishments) Amendment Bill, 

2014 passed in both the Houses of Parliament this 

Winter Session despite widespread protest. 

● Introduction of portability of EPF accounts through 

universal account number for Employee Provident 

Fund. 

● Through the dedicated ‘Shram Suvidha Portal’, the 

ministry gave its nod to allotment of Labour 

Identification Number (LIN) to nearly 6 lakh units and 

allowed them to file online compliance for 16 out of 44 

labour laws. 

● Computerization and rationalization of labour 

inspection scheme to check arbitrariness. 

● The Ministry also introduced the “Apprentice Protsahan 

Yojana” to support manufacturing units and other 

establishments by reimbursing 50 per cent of the 

stipend paid to apprentices during first two years of 

their training. 

● Under the revamped “Rashtriya Swasthya Bima 

Yojana”, smart cards will be given to workers in the 

unorganised sector which will be seeded with details of 

two more social security. 

  

Trade unions questioned the government’s intention behind 

reforms saying that all these reform are anti-worker are in 

favour of employers. Trade unions, including RSS affiliate 

Bhartiya Mazdoor Sangh, upped their ante against the “anti-

worker” polices and staged a massive nation-wide dharna 

unitedly in December and even threatened to go on a strike. 

All the 11 central trade unions said that the reforms were 

pro-corporate and anti-worker and would give rise to low 

wages and negligible security cover to the workers. 

  

Left parties like CPI(M) have already slammed the reform 

measures, saying the Modi government would continue to 

serve the interests of the employers in the name of labour 

reforms and its ‘Shramev Jayate’ programme meant 

“nothing much” for the working class. The unions have 

demanded that the Centre should “desist” from the 

“unilateral” move to amend labour laws and it should 

consult and honour the views of the trade unions on all 

labour-related issues. 

  

http://freepressjournal.in/2014-saw-slew-of-labour-

reforms/#sthash.bKibKSlt.dpuf 

Date Accessed: 24.12.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

MGNREGA Works Well for the Poor 
(Clement Imbert, John Papp, Livemint, December 22, 

2014) 

 

This article talks about a study that used National Sample 

Survey (NSS) data to evaluate the impact of MGNREGA on 

rural labour markets, and on urban labour markets through 

seasonal migration. The evidence shows that from 2004-05 

to 2007-08, in the 330 districts where MGNREGA was first 

introduced, private sector work decreased one for one with 

public sector hiring, and wages for casual labour excluding 

MGNREGA work increased by 5%. These effects were 

concentrated in the months from January to June, when 

MGNREGA work sites are open, and in seven states 

(Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Himachal 

Pradesh, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and Uttarakhand) which 

provided most of the MGNREGA work. The results suggest 

the rural poor may benefit from MGNREGA in at least two 

ways. Directly, it benefits the people by providing a means 

to earn income through participating and indirectly, by 

earning higher wages while doing non-MGNREGA casual 

labour for private employers. Additionally, it was found that 

the indirect gain from the increase in private sector wages is 

significant, equal to 50% of the direct gains from 

participating in the programme. 

 

Another study based on NSSO data, analysed the impact of 

MGNREGA on rural to urban migration and urban wages by 

comparing changes in migration between 1999-00 and 2007-

08 in rural districts where MGNREGA was first introduced. 

In the short term, NREGA was found to reduce migration by 

10%; and showed no effect on long-term migration. 

Considering the relative size of the rural and urban labour 

force, even a small change in short-term migration from 

rural areas may have large effects on urban wages. Wages 

increased in cities that rely more on migrants from rural 

areas with MGNREGA. According to the estimates, the 

drop in seasonal migration caused by MGNREGA increased 

urban wages by 6%. However, the rise in urban wages in 

turn attracted more short-term migrants from rural areas 

without MGNREGA work, which mitigated the increase of 

urban wages. Increased migration from districts without 

MGNREGA work decreased urban wages by 5%, so that the 
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net effect was plus 1%. However, as MGNREGA was rolled 

out across rural India, this effect would probably have 

vanished; decreasing seasonal migration and further 

increasing urban wages. 

 

Additionally, MGNREGA has served as an income 

redistribution tool, by primarily taxing the urban tax base to 

provide income to the rural poor. By raising wages in rural 

and urban areas, it redistributes income from the rich, who 

are more likely to hire labour, to the poor, who are more 

likely to be casual labourers. In the light of this study, the 

impact and efficacy of MGNREGA is vividly clear and 

suggests that the debate surrounding the same must take into 

account the benefits to the poor. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/lDDZZTnkpfQbvg50e7o

LZJ/MGNREGA-works-well-for-the-poor.html  

Date accessed: 24.12.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

10 Years After Tsunami, India Still 

Needs to Fill in Gaps 
(Zia Haq, Binayak Dasgupta, KumKum Dasgupta, 

Hindustan Times, December 23, 2014) 

 

The tsunami of 2004 killed around 12, 405 people in India. 

Back then the Indian Meteorological Department, the nodal 

agency in India that monitors natural events had no warning 

system or budgetary system in place to deal with a tsunami. 

In the aftermath of the 2004 calamity a sophisticated 

warning system was put in place under the Indian National 

Centre for Ocean Information Sciences. “By 2007, the 

Indian Tsunami Early Warning Centre (ITEWC), along with 

a 24/7 National Tsunami Warning System, began 

operations. India is looking to fuse its tsunami detection 

model with those of other nations, such as the US. The 

country has arrangements with the US National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to compare its 

performance with the US model” 

 

However areas of concern remain in the country’s 

preparedness against tsunamis. The authorities have 

neglected coastal communities and the development of 

tsunami resilient infrastructure. This infrastructure includes 

“ecological barriers like coastal forests, which cushion the 

effect of slamming waters”. It also includes tsunami-safe 

housing and multi-hazard shelters. The training of coastal 

communities in disaster preparedness also remains under 

neglect. “Close to 40% of India's population lives within 

100 km of its 7,000-km coastline that is vulnerable to 

disasters. Studies show that losses from natural disasters 

equal 2% of India's GDP each year.” 

 

Since tsunami situations needs quick response, as a result 

the participation and training of local communities becomes 

paramount. There are no regular mass drills; or dedicated 

airstrips for larger planes to evacuate people quickly. In 

addition, coastal regulation zones are not strictly enforced. 

“While technology is critical, the government has done little 

to manage its coastline to comply with minimum-damage 

norms,” says oceanographer and former professor of 

Maryland University, Harish Athale. India’s central scheme 

for the welfare of fishermen has no provisions for 

enforceable tsunami safe-housing. There is no national-level 

programme for natural protection such as mangroves and 

casuarinas plantations. 

 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/10-years-after-

tsunami-india-still-needs-to-fill-in-gaps/article1-

1299578.aspx 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan)  
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Macro Economic Dimension of India: Inflation Rates 

for the Month of December, 2014 
General Inflation Rates in Indian States: December, 2014 (%) 

 

States Rural Urban General 

All India 4.02 4.69 4.30 

Northern Region    

Jammu & Kashmir 4.02 4.19 4.11 

Himachal Pradesh 3.81 3.37 3.67 

Punjab 4.40 4.06 4.27 

Chandigarh 3.39 4.71 4.64 

Uttarakhand 3.68 2.12 3.16 

Haryana 3.05 4.09 3.47 

Delhi -1.16 2.46 2.32 

Uttar Pradesh 4.35 4.13 4.33 

Western Region    

Rajasthan 5.40 3.73 4.77 

Gujarat 3.77 3.58 3.62 

Maharashtra 4.78 4.72 4.73 

Goa 6.13 4.88 5.50 

Lakshadweep 9.54 3.90 6.43 

Daman & Die 6.32 7.12 6.64 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli 1.82 3.00 2.12 

Central Region    

Madhya Pradesh 3.74 4.08 3.81 

Chattishgarh 2.64 4.17 3.10 

Southern Region    

Andhra Pradesh 2.87 4.87 3.60 

Karnakata 3.79 7.64 5.81 

Kerala 6.42 8.41 7.11 

Tamil Nadu 4.53 6.70 5.79 

Puducherry 4.18 5.39 5.04 

Andaman & Nicobar Island 9.29 3.47 6.35 

Northeastern Region    

Arunachal Pradesh 5.08   

Assam 3.36 6.63 3.96 

Manipur 1.03 4.57 2.23 

Meghalaya 13.69 9.11 12.70 

Mizoram 4.96 4.04 4.51 

Nagaland 11.54 13.60 9.94 

Tripura 10.20 7.73 9.52 

Sikkim 3.79 7.72 4.57 

Eastern Region    

Bihar 4.74 3.63 4.57 

Jharkhand 0.34 2.46 1.04 

West Bengal 2.08 3.50 2.70 

Odisha 4.61 4.24 4.48 

 

Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index (CPI) data of MOSPI. 

There is one month time lag in CPI data (New Series 2010=100) provided by MOSPI, Government of India. 

All – India Inflation rate has come 

down from 7.86% in the month of 

August to 6.46% in the month of 

September 2014 along with its 

rural and urban decline. Amongst 

the states also the inflation rate has 

come down except for few states 

like Kerala, where its rural and 

combined rates have gone high 

from its previous month. Similarly 

in Odisha and Gujarat, the 

combined inflation rate has gone 

high from  the previous month.  

For the month of September, 

Meghalaya has seen highest 

inflation with 14.30% and Andhra 

Pradesh has see lowest inflation 

with 4.53%. 
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ECONOMIC 

 

India’s Hopes of a Sovereign Rating 

Upgrade Fading 
(Sneha Subramanian, CMIE Economic Outlook, 

December 23, 2014) 

 

India has been looking forward to a sovereign rating 

upgrade by the international rating agencies, considering a 

better-than-expected economic growth in the first half of 

2014-15, fall in inflation and a contraction in current 

account deficit (CAD). However, it is becoming evident that 

these hopes are baseless. In an interview, Senior Vice 

President of Sovereign Risk Group of Moody’s, raised 

concerns over the Indian Government’s ability to meet its 

fiscal deficit target of 4.1%. She has described the situation 

as "challenging", blaming low tax revenue receipts, a lack of 

manoeuvrability on the expenditure front and the short time-

frame available to meet the fiscal target. India’s fiscal deficit 

touched 89.6% of the full-year budget target during April-

October 2014. 

 

According to Moody’s, achievability of the fiscal target 

going forward would depend on how the government 

chooses to prioritise and cut expenditure. There has also 

been an acknowledgement of a possible downfall in 

government revenue. The Mid-Year Economic Analysis, 

released by the Ministry of Finance, estimates total tax 

revenue shortfall of Rs.1.1 trillion or 0.84% of GDP in 

2014-15. It describes the fiscal deficit target of 4.1% of 

GDP for the current year as "ambitious and challenging".  

The moderation in inflation coupled with below-potential 

real growth has also resulted in the nominal GDP forecast 

for the current year being revised downwards. This, along 

with the carried over expenditure, would hamper the 

government from meeting its fiscal target. 

 

In early December, Moody’s, Fitch and Standard & Poor 

had indicated a possible acceleration in India’s economic 

growth to above 6% in 2015-16. But, this did not result in 

any ratings upgrade. India is in the lowest investment grade, 

according to Fitch as well as Standard & Poor. The 

possibility of a ratings upgrade will be undermined if the 

fiscal position weakens further, bad debts at India’s state-

owned banks’ increase, or if there is a material decline in 

foreign exchange reserves coverage of external debt and 

imports. 

 

http://economicoutlook.cmie.com/kommon/bin/sr.php?kall=

wshreport&nvdt=20141223170828500&nvpc=0350000000

00&nvtype=TIDINGS 

Date accessed: 23.12.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra)  
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POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE  
 

Centre Widens Ambit, Farmers’ 

Definition to Include Workers on 

Farmland Now 
(Dhirendra Kumar, millennium post, December 22, 2014) 

 

In a major step forward, the status of a farmer has been 

extended to include those people who practise agriculture on 

leased land. It is no longer limited to those who own a piece 

of agricultural land. “According to the latest National 

Sample Survey Office (NSSO) report that was released last 

week any household which receives more than Rs 3,000 for 

agricultural produce and have at least one member self-

employed in agriculture either in the principal status or in 

the subsidiary status would now be considered a farmer.” 

This would extend the benefit of government schemes for 

farmers like the kisan credit card, subsidies etc to landless 

farmers. The National Sample Survey’s (NSS) 59
th

 round” 

had defined a ‘farmer’ as a person who possesses some land 

and is engaged in some agricultural activities on that land 

during last 365 days preceding the date of survey.” It had 

left out the activities of those farmers who did not own any 

land out of the scope of the survey. 

 

The ‘Situation Assessment Survey of Agricultural 

Households in its 70th round (January – December, 2013), 

says that during the agricultural year July 2012- June 2013, 

rural India had an estimated total of 90.2 million agricultural 

households, which constituted about 57.8 per cent of the 

total estimated rural households of the country during the 

same period. According to the report Rajasthan has the 

highest share of agricultural households (78.4%) among its 

rural households and Kerala the least (27.3%). “While, out 

of the total estimated agricultural households in the country, 

about 45 per cent belonged to OBCs and about 16 per cent 

agricultural households were from SCs and 13 per cent from 

STs.” 

 

http://www.millenniumpost.in/NewsContent.aspx?NID=896

15 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

Modi Cabinet Approves 100% FDI in 

Medical Devices Sector via Automatic 

Route 
(Kundan Pandey, DownToEarth, December 24, 2014) 
 

The Union Cabinet, headed by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi has approved 100%t foreign direct investment (FDI) 

in the medical services sector via automatic route. In India 

medical devices comes under the pharmaceuticals sector, 

where 100 per cent FDI through automatic route is only 

allowed in new ventures. However in case of brownfield 

investment-that is acquisition of existing companies- 

approval of the Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) 

is mandatory. 

 

Under the new policy the medical devices sector will be free 

of FDI limits and other government nods, like those needed 

in the acquisition of existing companies. There has long 

been an opinion within the industry to allow FDI through 

automatic route; the rationale being the lack of big medical 

devices companies in India, which rules out the threat of 

merger or acquisition. 

 

“Experts say more than 75% of medical devices come from 

other countries. The worth of medical devices industry in 

the country is estimated at US $7 billion.” The government 

has claimed that this move will attract more investment and 

increase domestic manufacturing. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/modi-cabinet-

approves-100-fdi-medical-devices-sector-automatic-route 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan)  

 

DEVELOPMENT 
  
World Bank Approves $ 75 m Credit to 

Andra Pradesh for Rural Inclusive 

Growth Project 
(The Hindu, December 25, 2014) 
 

The World Bank has approved $75 million for Andhra 

Pradesh Rural Inclusive Growth Project for small and 

marginal farmers. The project is aimed at enhancing 

economic opportunities of farmers, especially those 

belonging to the SC and ST communities. It will cover 5000 

villages in the 150 most backward mandals. 

 

Special attention would be given to increase income of 2.5 

lakh farmers by atleast 50% by increasing their access to 

markets. To achieve this, the project hopes to create 

networks of social enterprise for food and nutrition. By 

creating rural-urban trade links it hopes to allow farmers to 

take advantage of the sectors like horticulture and fisheries. 

The project also hopes to increase social protection coverage 

to the poorest five-lakh farmers. Attention will also be given 

to connect rural producers and consumers. 

  

Moreover, investments will also be made for improving 

health, water and sanitation. Community based approach 

will be adopted to create water accessibility in 1000 targeted 
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villages. “The efforts would be underpinned by significant 

investments in ICT and mobile-based service delivery 

systems for social accountability, better targeting, increased 

transaction efficiency and effectiveness.” 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-

pradesh/wb-approves-75-m-credit-to-apfor-rural-inclusive-

growth-project/article6725458.ece?homepage=true 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

  

MGNREGA Dying a Slow Death in 

Assam 
(The Sentinel, December 21, 2014)  
 

The Mahatama Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) guarantees work for 100 days 

to any rural household whose adult is willing to do unskilled 

labor. However the program is failing to achieve its 

objective in Assam. 

 

The program is not being able to provide jobs under 

MGNREGA. Moreover, most labourers are working without 

payment. As per official data, around INR 66.26 crore is still 

to be paid to workers in the state. Presently 4,15,8525 job 

cardholders are registered in Assam out of which 2,15,1205 

of them already got their wages through bank accounts. 

  

“In the current fiscal year, only 3,064 out of 4,15,8525 job 

card holders got their 100 days of work under the scheme.” 

In districts such as Udalguri, Dima Hasao, Hailakandi and 

Kamrup (Metro) not a single person was given 100 days of 

employment. 

 

Recently, the Chief Minister and Rural Development 

Minister of Assam stated that “Assam should get Rs 1,100 

crore from the Central government under the MGNREGA in 

the current fiscal year but the State would only receive Rs 

520 crore after the fund cut decision taken by the Centre.” 

  

http://www.sentinelassam.com/mainnews/story.php?sec=1&

subsec=0&id=212869&dtP=2014-12-

22&ppr=1#.VJz82rBBUk 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
 

PANCHAYATI RAJ 
 

Uneducated Cannot Contest Rural Polls 

in Rajasthan 
(Sweta Dutta, Indian express, December 23, 2014) 

 

The Rajasthan government has promulgated an ordinance 

barring anyone who has not studied up to at least Class 8 

from contesting panchayat polls. The ordinance fixing a 

minimum educational qualification, which received the 

Governor’s consent, amends the Rajasthan Panchayati Raj 

Act, 1994. The educational qualification for contesting zilla 

parishad and panchayat samiti elections is now Class 10, 

and for contesting for sarpanch, Class 8. The eligibility for 

contesting Scheduled Caste seats is Class 5. 

  

The educational qualification for contesting zilla parishad 

and panchayat samiti elections is now Class 10, and for 

contesting for sarpanch, Class 8. The eligibility for 

contesting Scheduled Caste seats is Class 5. Rural literacy 

rates in Rajasthan are 76.16% for men, and an abysmal 

45.8% for women. Social activist Nikhil Dey of Mazdoor 

Kisan Shakti Sangathan, however, said, “Such criteria are 

discriminatory. It is unfair to Dalits, tribals and the poor 

who have not got an opportunity to go to school. Poor 

literacy rates cannot be used against disadvantaged sections. 

  

Mridulika Jha of Mahila Panch Sarpanch Sangathan said, 

“In Rajasthan, the literacy rate of women in rural areas is 

only 45.8 %, which is lower than the national literacy rate of 

57.93%. In tribal areas, the situation is even worse, with the 

literacy rate of women being 25.22 %. Such discriminatory 

criteria exclude non-literate women and defeat the very 

purpose of 50 % reservation of seats for women.” The 

ordinance, it seems has been brought without any 

consultation with the stakeholders. 

  

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-

others/uneducated-cant-contest-rural-polls-in-rajasthan/ 

Date Accessed: 23. 12.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

  

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 

EXCLUSION 
 

High-Level Committee Report on States 

of Tribals Suppressed by NDA 

Government 
(Nitin Sethi, Business Standard, December 24, 2014) 

  

The NDA government has suppressed a High-Level 

Committee report on the Status of Tribals. The report, 

submitted in May 2014, provides a comprehensive review 

of the socio-economic status of the 700-odd tribal 

communities of the country and the impact of development 

activities in India on the increasing socio-economic gulf 

between tribals and rest of the citizens. It also proposes 

radical changes to the laws to prevent further land 

alienation of tribals and to give them greater control over 
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their resources, something that goes directly against the 

pro-business agenda of the current government. The report 

finds, “Tribes are among the poorest and most marginalised 

sections of Indian society. Although numerically only 

about 8.6%, they disproportionately represent the people 

living below the poverty line, are illiterate and suffer from 

extremely poor physical health." 

  

It finds that 40% of all people displaced in India due to 

development activity have been tribals (24 million), even 

though they constitute less than 10% of the total 

population. Only 21.16% of these have been 

resettled.”Tribal protests are often met with violence by the 

State's paramilitary forces and the security staff of private 

corporations. The report asks for stricter implementation of 

the new land law, Forest Rights Act and the strengthening 

of the Panchayat (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act. It 

even says that government's acquisition of tribal land 

should be done only with consent. The report finds 

government acquisition of tribal land to hand over control 

to private parties through PPP mode as a means to 

circumvent the laws and the spirit behind them. It, 

therefore, asks for its removal. It lists a series of changes to 

laws governing natural resources, such as the Coal Bearing 

Act, strengthening the actual control of tribal communities 

over their resources through primary level democratic 

bodies and to plug loopholes and administrative backdoor 

routes that exploit tribals, giving Gram Sabha controls and 

oversight over the entire framework of displacement. It has 

further asked for Tribes Advisory Councils to have more 

say to work for the tribal welfare. It highlights the regions 

of West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Goa that 

contain sizeable population of tribals but are not designated 

as scheduled areas. 

  

The report warns against diluting the provisions of the laws 

that require prior informed consent of the tribals. This goes 

against the push in the NDA government to remove the 

need for consent of gram sabhas while acquiring forest 

lands and internal discussions on dilution of the land 

acquisition law. Large-scale development of industry has 

already resulted in loss of livelihood, massive displacement 

and involuntary migration for tribals, any further dilution 

greatly endangers their existence. However, the 

government seems reluctant to consider the report. 

  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-

policy/tribals-worse-off-facing-alienation-says-high-level-

panel-report-114122400075_1.html  

Date accessed: 24.12.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

 

 

HEALTH 
 

Government Slashes Health-Care 

Budget by 20%, HIV/AIDS Programme 

by 30% 
(Aditya Kalra, Reuters, December 23, 2014) 

  

The NDA-led government has ordered a cut of nearly 20% 

in its 2014/15 healthcare budget due to ‘fiscal strains’. This 

has put key disease control initiatives at risk in the country. 

More than 60 billion rupees has been slashed from the 

budget allocation of around $5 billion for the financial year 

ending on March 31. The finance ministry ordered the 

reduction and overruled objections by the health ministry. 

Additionally, the finance ministry has also ordered a 

spending cut for India's HIV/AIDS programme by about 

30% to 13 billion rupees. According to the UN, India had 

the third largest number of people living with HIV in the 

world, at the end of 2013. Officials of the health ministry 

did not expect this cut, considering the commitments made 

in the manifesto. However, a “shortage of funds” has led to 

this cut. 

  

This deplorable move reflects the government’s 2014/15 

fiscal deficit target of 4.1% of GDP. The Indian healthcare 

industry is dominated by private players and is growing at 

approximately 15% annually. However, the abysmally low 

public spending has resulted in a dilapidated network of 

government hospitals and clinics, especially in rural areas. 

India already has one of the lowest public spending on 

health. It spends 1% of its gross domestic product (GDP) on 

public health, compared to China’s 3% and 8.3% of the 

United States. In fact, as recently as in October, India was 

on the brink of running out of a critical medicine in its free 

HIV/AIDS drugs programme due to bureaucratic delays.  

  

In this light, there has been an understanding for the need to 

upgrade basic health infrastructure and make medical 

services more affordable for the poor. While the Prime 

Minister aims for universal healthcare programme (due to be 

launched in April) that will provide all citizens with free 

drugs and diagnostic treatments, as well as insurance 

benefits, this move is evidently in the opposite direction, 

making matters unclear.  According to Leena Menghaney, a 

public health activist, the cuts will undermine the HIV 

programme in the long run. She added that the move “shows 

the kind of importance the government attaches to public 

health.” 

  

http://in.reuters.com/article/2014/12/23/india-health-budget-

idINKBN0K10Y020141223  

Date accessed: 23.12.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
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‘India Unlikely to Meet Infant Mortality 

Rate Target of 2015’: UNICEF 
  (Economic Times, December 21, 2014) 

 

According to the United Nations Children Emergency Fund 

(UNICEF) with the current pace of decline, India is unlikely 

to achieve its target of reducing the infant mortality rate to 

less than 39 per 1,000 live births by 2015. 

  

The current Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) of India, as per the 

Sample Registration System (SRS) 2013, is 40 per 1,000 

live births while the Under-5 Mortality Rate (U5MR) as per 

SRS 2012 is 52 per 1,000 live births. Though India accounts 

for the highest burden of Under-5 deaths in the world, there 

has been a faster decline in its reduction as compared to the 

global fall. Neo-natal deaths account for 56 % of Under-5 

deaths in India which is much higher than the global average 

of 44%. Assam with 75 per 1,000 live births tops the chart 

among states having Under-5 mortality above the national 

average of 52, followed by Madhya Pradesh (73), Odisha 

(68), UP (68), Rajasthan (59), Bihar (57) and Chhattisgarh 

(55). 

 

Around 1.34 million children die before completing five 

years in India, of which 7,48,000 die within the first month 

of their life. This means more than 2,000 newborn die each 

day in India. Thus at this current rate of decline it is 

seemingly difficult for India to reach the target of less than 

39 per 1,000 live births by the end of 2015. 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-

nation/india-unlikely-to-meet-infant-mortality-rate-target-of-

2015/articleshow/45591756.cms 

 Date Accessed: 22.12.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

Only 17% Have Health Insurance in 

India 
(Puja Mehra, The Hindu, December 22, 2014) 

 

Estimate prepared by the Insurance Regulatory and 

Development Authority (IRDA) regarding the number of 

people covered by health insurance in India is sharply lower 

than that of the World Bank. According to the estimate, only 

21.62 crore people, or 17% of the total population, were 

covered by health insurance at the end of March 2014. 

  

In a report released by the World Bank in October 2012, it 

was estimated that over 30 crore people, or more than 25% 

of the population, gained access to some form of health 

insurance by 2010, up from 5.5 crore during 2003-04. More 

than 18 crore of them were people below the poverty line, 

the report said. The report had noted that health spending 

was one of the major causes of poverty in India, and found 

that from 2007 to 2012, government-sponsored schemes 

contributed to a significant increase in the population 

covered by health insurance, at a dramatic pace. The report 

had, therefore, projected that more than 63 crore people, or 

about half of the population, could be covered with health 

insurance by 2015. In fact, spending through health 

insurance was also forecast to reach 8.4% of the total health 

spending, up from 6.4% during 2009-10. These forecasts are 

far from being met. 

  

In India, families meet almost 70% of their health expenses 

out of their own pockets, placing considerable financial 

burden on poor households, often pushing them deeper into 

poverty. Against this backdrop, it is essential for policies to 

be made that target protection of the poor against such 

expenditures. Moreover, an adequate healthcare budget 

should also be in place. However, the probability of that 

seems bleak as the Government is unfortunately cutting 

back on health-care allocations, to reach ambitious fiscal 

deficit targets. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/only-17-have-

health-insurance-cover/article6713952.ece 

Date accessed: 23.12.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

ENERGY 
 

2.9% Decline in Natural Gas Output in 

India in November 
(Economic Outlook, December 24, 2014) 

 
Poor performance by Oil & Natural Gas Corporation 

(ONGC) and private/joint venture companies has affected 

India’s natural gas production. Domestic natural gas output 

has continued to spiral in the month of November. During 

April-November 2014, there was a 5.3% drop in natural gas 

production in India to 22.4 billion cubic metres (bcm). 

Private and Joint venture companies registered a fall of 

8.3% in production while ONGC witnessed a 5% fall during 

the same period. 

 
November 2014 witnessed a 2.9% drop in gas production to 

2.8bcm. This is the 48th month in a row where production of 

natural gas continues to decline. 

 
There was a 3.7% reduction in ONGC’s gas output with 

production falling to 1.8bcm of gas in November 2014 as 

compared to 1.9bcm in the corresponding month last year. 

 The fall is attributed to “less off take by consumers and 

closure of wells due to burst of GAIL pipeline.”  Lower 
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output of gas production by Reliance Industries’ in its KG 

Basin also led to a reduction of production by private/ joint 

venture companies. 

 
http://economicoutlook.cmie.com/kommon/bin/sr.php?kall=

wshreport&nvdt=20141224170828753&nvpc=0350000000

00&nvtype=INSIGHTS 
Date Accessed: 25.12.2014 
(Afreen Faridi) 
 

TECHNOLOGY 
 

 Digital India Programme in Peril due to 

Slow Implementation 
(Financial Express, December 26, 2014) 

 
The ambitious Digital India Programme, envisaged by 

Prime Minister Modi, is in serious danger of being derailed 

due to slow pace of work of the National Optic Fibre 

Network (NOFN). 

 
Bharat Broadband Nigam, a subsidiary of state-run Bharat 

Sanchar Nigam (BSNL), has been given the task of 

implementing the Rs. 21,000 crore project. The aim of the 

project is to connect the 2.5 lakh gram panchayats existing 

in the country through optical fibre. The existing fibres of 

BSNL, RailTel and PGCIL would be utilised to provide 

broadband connections to the gram panchayats while 

incremental fibre would be laid wherever necessary to 

bridge connectivity gaps in between gram panchayats and 

blocks. 7 lakh kilometres of optical fibre will be laid in three 

phases to complete the project. 

 
However, state-wise review of the project’s implementation 

showed that the project is moving at a snail’s pace where 

even tenders have not been set in place.  “For instance, out 

of 1.2 lakh km of work to be done in the first phase ending 

March 2015, only 13,000 km of pipe and 7,400 km of cable 

have been laid so far. Work has started in only 455 blocks of 

the total 6,533 blocks earmarked for the first phase.” 

 
Rahul Khullar, Chairman of Telecom Regulatory Authority 

of India, has criticized the project as being “too ambitious 

with unrealistic deadlines and called for a mid-course 

correction.” He has suggested that it would’ve been better to 

connect metros first and later set plans for connecting cities 

and panchayats in a gradual manner. 

 
The crisis in the implementation of Digital India Programme 

is so serious that the telecom and IT secretaries have also 

decided to work on a plan, along with the BSNL, for the 

expediting its implementation. 

 
http://www.financialexpress.com/article/economy/slow-

progress-imperils-high-speed-network/23164/ 
Date Accessed: 26.12.2014 
(Afreen Faridi) 
 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

Gujarat Gets Maximum Number of 

Green Nods for Its Projects under NDA 

Government 
(Business Standard, December 18, 2014) 

  

The Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change 

while providing information to the Rajya Sabha stated that 

241 projects have been accorded green clearance during the 

tenure of present National Democratic Alliance (NDA) 

government. Environment Ministry has approved maximum 

number of 55 projects in BJP-ruled Gujarat followed by and 

Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra since the NDA 

government came to power at the Centre. 

  

According to state-wise details of project accorded 

environmental clearance during the months of May to 

November 2009, the environment clearances by the Ministry 

of Environment, Forest and Climate Change have been 

accorded to 35 projects in Andhra Pradesh, 22 projects in 

Maharashtra got the green nod and the Ministry has granted 

green nod for eighteen projects from Madhya Pradesh.   

  

No approval has been granted to projects from states like 

Telangana, Arunachal Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir, 

reveals the data presented by the government in the House. 

  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/241-

projects-accorded-environment-clearance-maximum-in-

gujarat-114121801123_1.html 

Date Accessed: 21. 12.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

Illegal Wildlife Trade Growing in Two 

Border Cities of Southeast Asia 
(Mukta Patil, Down to Earth, December 23, 2014) 

 

Chris Shepherd and Vincent Nijman authored a report that 

notes “at least 1,669 cats were killed and traded during 

1991-2014, including 1,428 skins and over 2,000 body parts 

like skulls, teeth and claws.”  The study was conducted in 

Myanmar (erstwhile Burma). Around 26 surveys were 

carried out in city of Mong La bordering China and 

Tachilek, bordering Thailand, from 2001-14 and 1991-2013 

respectively. 
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All species are protected under the Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 

and Flora (CITES), which has not deterred illegal trade. 

Most commonly traded species include clouded leopard, 

leopard cat, leopard, tiger and the Asiatic golden cat. 

  

The report highlights that Thailand has been more effective 

in curbing illegal trade of species than China. The latter’s 

failure could be attributed to ineffective government 

intervention and rising buying power of the Chinese 

population. Illegal trade via Myanmar is further accentuated 

because rebel groups that profit from the sales control the 

border areas. In conclusion, the report states that stronger 

laws and stringent efforts are needed to curb cross-border 

species trade. 

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/illegal-wildlife-

trade-growing-two-border-cities-southeast-asia 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

AGRICULTURE 
 

Nearly 52% Agricultural Households 

Indebted, Shows NSSO Survey 
(Sayantan Bera, Live mint, December 20, 2014) 

  

According to the National Sample Survey Organisation 

(NSSO) report titled ‘Situation Assessment Survey of 

Agricultural Households in India’ nearly 52% of agricultural 

households in India are indebted. The survey shows that 

rural India had an estimated 90.2 million agricultural 

households— about 57.8% of the total estimated rural 

households in the country. About 45% of farm households 

belonged to OBC (other backward classes) while 13% 

belonged to scheduled tribes. 

 

About 44% of the estimated agricultural households in the 

country had an employment guarantee scheme or 

MGNREGA job card. However, only 38% in the lowest 

land class (less than 0.01 land holdings), had job cards. The 

survey reported that 52% of households in the country were 

indebted, with levels of indebtedness varying from 93% in 

Andhra Pradesh and 82.5% in Tamil Nadu to 37% in 

Chhattisgarh and 17.5% in Assam. The average amount of 

outstanding loan was highest for Kerala followed by Andhra 

Pradesh and Punjab. On sources of credit, the survey 

revealed high levels of dependence on non-institutional 

channels. Nearly 40% of all loans come from informal 

sources with 26% advanced by moneylenders. Marginal 

landholding households suffer the most with only 15% of 

their credit from institutional sources such as the 

government, cooperatives and banks—for households in the 

highest land class (with land more than 10 hectares) the ratio 

is 79%. 

 

The survey revealed low levels of awareness among 

households of government procurement operations—at 

minimum support prices (MSP) and even lower level of sale 

of these crops to procurement agencies. As per the survey 

most farm households were unaware of crop insurance 

schemes. The survey further indicated that farmers continue 

to remain far removed from new technologies and guidance 

from state run research institutes. Over 59% of the farm 

households received no assistance from either government 

or private extension services. While formal credit flow has 

multiplied by four times, small and marginal farmers have 

certainly not benefitted. As per the survey what is more 

worrying is the absence of MSP operations and extension 

services for most farm families- what it means is that the 

agriculture sector which sustains half the country is still out 

of the radar of government policy. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/ZFPXWN8hdAAUb49jVl

2NqK/Nearly-52-agricultural-households-indebted-shows-

NSSO-surv.html 

Date Accessed: 22.12.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

DEFENCE 
 

New Pension Scheme for Armed Forces 

Still on Paper 
(Dalip Singh, Deccan Herald, December 20, 2014) 

  

Though the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) 

government has allocated Rs 1,000 crore for implementing 

the one rank-one pension scheme for defence personnel, a 

working group chaired by the Controller General of Defence 

Accounts has failed to provide a roadmap for scheme 

implementation. Under the scheme, soldiers of the same 

rank and same tenure of service are entitled to get same 

pension, irrespective of the retirement dates. The Bharatiya 

Janata Party (BJP) had promised the ex-servicemen the 

implementation of the scheme during Lok Sabha elections 

  

A working group under the chairmanship of Controller 

General of Defence Accounts was constituted for examining 

a proposal submitted by the services, which failed to arrive 

at any consensus on the modalities. The Defence Ministry 

has already missed the April 2014 deadline to implement the 

programme that would help attract youth to join forces.  

 
The standing committee on defence also has expressed its 

displeasure with the Department of Ex-servicemen’s 
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Welfare for being insensitive towards ex-servicemen. Of the 

34,364 retired personnel registered with directorate general 

of resettlement and its affiliates in states last year, only 

14,320 got employment available for resettlement of former 

officers and ‘persons below officers rank.’ The panel is 

learnt to have suggested that defence personnel’s seniority 

post recruitment in paramilitary forces should be protected. 

 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/448927/pension-

scheme-armed-forces-still.html 

Date Accessed: 22. 12.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
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GENDER 
 

No Country for Women Entrepreneurs 
(Lubna Kably, Times of India, December 21, 2014) 

  

Gender-GEDI Index for 2014, compiled by Washington-

based Global Entrepreneurship and Development Institute 

(GEDI) ranks India in the bottom five of 30 countries 

surveyed for conditions that foster 'high potential' women 

entrepreneurship. 

  

‘High potential' women entrepreneurs are those who through 

job creation and widening of markets can boost economic 

growth even as the number of self-employed women 

(working in low-skilled jobs from home or as street vendors) 

has doubled to a crore over a 10-year period (2000-10), 

women entrepreneurs (job creators as distinct from self-

employed) remain a rarity. In the recent India economic 
survey carried out by Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development, the highest participation of 

women entrepreneurs (1.88 lakh) was in the service sector 

but the percentage has remained stagnant at 6%. As 

entrepreneurs, women tend to stick to comfort zones like 

apparel and hospitality. The GEDI's report states that in the 

more profitable sectors of science, engineering and 

technology, women are marginalized by the macho culture, 

excluded from 'buddy networks' and lack female role 

models. In India, the gender bias in the workplace 

(percentage of women managers is a mere 14%) continues 

to play out in the field entrepreneurship. 

  

GEDI's report states that women have more limited access to 

bank loans and the gap is even wider when it comes to 

venture capital (VC) funding. In India, as per a report 

released by International Finance Corporation earlier this 

year, the total supply of formal finance to women-owned 

micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) was around 

Rs. 2.31 lakh crore during 2012 - resulting in a finance gap 

of Rs 6.37 lakh crore or 73% of the total demand. The report 

further provides certain recommendation to improve the 

situation of women entrepreneurs, some of them are 

Government sponsored angel funds for women 

entrepreneurs, innovative offering from banks like collateral 

free loans up to certain limits, rewards for successful and 

innovative women entrepreneur by state governments, local 

bodies and industry associations. 

  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/No-country-for-

women-entrepreneurs/articleshow/45590203.cms 

Date Accessed: 22.12.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

 

REGIONALISM 
 

Maratha Bill is Mum on Muslim Quota 
(Free Press Journal, December 24, 2014) 

  

The BJP government in Maharashtra has picked Maratha 

reservation and tabled a legislation for same in the lower 

house of state assembly. Earlier the Congress-NCP 

government had announced 16% reservation for Maratha 

community and 5% reservation for Muslims this year. The 

state government got the Maratha reservation bill cleared in 

the lower house of the legislature on Tuesday amid 

sloganeering and walkout by the Opposition. 

  

The Congress-NCP government in the state had chosen the 

ordinance route for the reservation of the Maratha 

community. But the decision could not stand legal scrutiny. 

The decision was challenged in the high court, which upheld 

the objections and granted a stay. The Supreme Court, too, 

declined to intervene and sent the case back to the high 

court. Hence, the government was left with no other option 

but to introduce it in the form of a bill. However the 

Opposition took umbrage at the non-mention of Muslim 

reservation in the bill, which will be tabled in the council for 

approval now. 

  

NCP leader Ajit Pawar said, “The government appears to be 

taking orders from the RSS headquarters. Though the court 

has cleared the reservation for Muslims, the government did 

not incorporate it in the bill. This shows the partisan 

approach of the government. We have, therefore, decided to 

boycott the rest of the session.” 

  

http://freepressjournal.in/maratha-bill-is-mum-on-muslim-

quota/#sthash.SKCcttvn.dpuf 

Date Accessed: 24.12.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 
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INDIA AND WORLD 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
 

The NDA Government may End 

India’s Support to Palestine in the UN 
(The Hindu, December 21, 2014) 

 
The current NDA government plans to change India’s stance 

towards Palestine at the United Nations (UN) by shifting  

from a vote of support to the vote of abstention. 

 
India’s stance at the UN has been a major concern for Indo-

Israeli relations. The UPA government had refused to 

change India’s stance towards Palestine despite growing 

defence and diplomatic ties with Israel. Former Prime 

Minister A.B. Vajpayee’s government had invited Israeli 

PM Ariel Sharon to India in 2003, yet he did not alter 

India’s voting stance in the UN towards Palestine. 

 

The shift from India’s support to Palestine will be a tectonic 

shift in our country’s foreign policy. According to a 

government source, such a shift requires only an 

administrative nod. 

 
The end of India’s support to Palestine will please Israel, yet 

it will raise concerns in the Middle East. 

 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-may-end-

support-to- palestine-at-un/article6713364.ece 
Date Accessed: 22.12.2014 
 (Afreen Faridi) 

 

 MIDDLE-EAST 
 

As Winter Hits Displaced Iraqis, UN 

Appeals for boost in Humanitarian 

Funding 
(United Nations News Centre, December 23, 2014) 

 

The United Nations called for increased funding from 

nations to support the Internally Displaced People (IDP) in 

Iraq’s Kurdistan region during the winters. The United 

Nations (UN) and the Kurdistan Regional Government 

(KRG) released a joint statement to request for an additional 

boost of $152.2 million. The resources are required to 

“provide food and shelter as well as health assistance to 

those that have fled the ongoing conflict in the country.” 

 

Over the past few months, people have been forced to flee 

due to increased incursion from the ISIL (Islamic State in 

Iraq and the Levant). “As people continue to flee the 

violence in the country, an estimated 946,000 Iraqis have 

sought sanctuary in Kurdistan since January, increasing the 

demands on the KRG and the UN’s country presence.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Both, UN and KRG, have launched Immediate Response 

Plan II (IRP2), covering the period of 15 November 2014 to 

31 March 2015. The focus of the plan is on shelter, food, 

water and sanitation, health education and comprehensive 

IDP registration. 

  

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49675#.V

J0KDLBBUk 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

Source: The Hindu 
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OPINIONS 
 

The Political Class and Society are Yet 

to Work Together Against Child 

Marriage 
(Economic and Political Weekly, December 20, 2014) 

  

After studying ten states, the G B Pant Institute recently 

submitted a report that stated child marriage is highly 

prevalent in the country. “Except for Maharashtra, Gujarat 

and Odisha, the proportion of child marriage in the other 

states studied is above 50%, with Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and 

Jharkhand showing the highest percentage of all, ranging 

from 53% to 61%.” The continuous practice shows that laws 

are not enough to curb an activity that has a social sanction. 

  

The report highlights that there has been no political will to 

curb the activity. While government is launching schemes 

against the activity, political agents are openly attending it. 

Cultural tradition is most crucial to child marriage, which 

also explains the presence of political powers like khab 

panchayat in rural northwest India. Schemes to curb the 

activity include cash incentives and empowerment 

programs. However, government has no study or data on 

their impact. 

  

Poverty and low education of parents are well-known causes 

of child marriage. Other causes include, ‘overcoming dowry 

burden’ and the need to ‘protect the daughter’. Early 

marriage has disastrous consequence on sexual and physical 

health of the girl child. More importantly, it robs the girl of 

an opportunity to acquire education and become 

independent. 

  

The study reports that girls who enroll themselves in 

education are able to defer their marriage. It recommends 

that a ‘stronger political will’ and effective implementation 

of law is needed to curb the practice. Campaigns led by civil 

society should also go beyond the utilitarian harms of the 

practice and focus on the need to empower the girl child. 

  

http://www.epw.in/editorials/not-made-heaven.html-0 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
 

 

 

 

Lima Ignored the Urgent Need to 

Address Climate Change 
(Economic and Political Weekly, December 20, 2014) 

 

The 20
th

 Conference of Parties (CoP 20) at Lima, Peru, 

failed to propose an effective climate action plan. This plan 

is now going to become the basis for the “Climate Summit 

in Paris in 2015 when nations are expected to arrive at a 

legally binding international treaty to replace the Kyoto 

Protocol that lapsed in 2012.” 

 

Having established that human intervention is the cause for 

global warming, the debate at Lima was surrounded around 

whether it is the developed or the developing countries 

responsible for climate change. During the Kyoto Protocol 

discussion, there was a consensus that industrialized nations 

bear the cause and reduce emission while developing 

countries adopt greener technology. However, today a 

‘developing country’, China, is the largest emitter of Green 

House Gases (GHGs). India is fourth on the list of the 

largest GHG emitters. 

  

As per reports the atmosphere can absorb only 800-880 

gigatonnes of carbon dioxide before warming beyond the 

two-degree mark. Currently, earth has already consumed 

530 gigatonnes and very little breathing space is left before 

a climate disaster hits. 

 

In a built up to Lima, the United States-China climate 

agreement was seen as ‘path-breaking’. However, emission 

reduction promised by the agreement is less than the ones 

required in the Kyoto Protocol. Besides that, the agreement 

is non-binding. 

 

Lima document retains the concept of “common but 

differentiated responsibility” (CBDR) which hold 

industrialized nations as those responsible for climate 

change. But the provision has been diluted by insertion of a 

new –phrase called “Intended Nationally Determined 

Contributions (INDC), that allows individual countries, 

irrespective of the extent of their emissions, to determine 

how far they are prepared to go.” This effectively provides a 

way out for countries that do not wish to take responsibility 

or limit their emissions. 
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It is important to realize that the impact of climate change 

will not be limited to any nation. Without a legally binding 

agreement and transparent climate monitoring system, the 

world will not be able to respond to the challenges of global 

warming. 

 

http://www.epw.in/editorials/staring-down-precipice.html 

Date Accessed: 26.12.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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