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Dear Reader,  

 

Every week, while preparing Policy Watch, we give a lot of thought and time to the cover 

story. The idea behind the cover story is simple- we present to you a detailed article on a 

current policy debate. Often on we also take up issues which may not be part of popular 

public discourse but need to be bought to the fore front. This week, Policy Watch brings to 

you the lives of the Sahariya tribal community.  

 

Prof. Xaxa writes that research on tribes was initiated by the British in the 19th century and 

therefore many Indian anthropologists see ‘tribe’ itself as a colonial construct. When the 

British researchers wrote about tribes in India they were referring to groups of people who 

had a ‘primitive’ way of life and shared a common ancestry. It was in 1881 that the first all 

India census was undertaken and it is interesting to note that in the census instead of the 

term tribe, the term forest tribe was used
1.
  This clearly indicates that there was no common 

understanding of what a tribe is.  

 

Today there are more than 400 scheduled tribes in India and information about them is 

scarce. The old debate about tribes is to whether to preserve their so called primitive life 

style or integrate them into the mainstream population. The government’s approach has 

been a mix of both and unfortunately not very successful as many tribal communities 

continue to suffer from health problems, malnutrition and exploitation – the Sahariyas from 

MP and Rajasthan being just one example.  

 

Apart from this we also bring to your notice the irregularities in contractual employment in 

UP, the battles of the green tribunal to check pollution, rising crimes against north-

easterners and pending RTIs.  

 

Looking forward to your comments and feedback.  

 

 

Dr. Sushree Panigrahi 

Fellow, RGICS  
 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 I would like to acknowledge references made to Prof. Xaxa’s article on ‘Tribes in India’ ; EPW Vol.34, No. 24, June 1999 
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PTGs in India: Socio-Economic Status of Sahariyas 
 

Sahariyas: 

 

Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan together have more than 2.45 crore tribal population divided into 46 and 12 groups respectively. 

Seven tribal groups in Madhya Pradesh and one in Rajasthan what is termed as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal groups or PVTGs 

(earlier called Primitive Tribal Groups or PTGs). Sahariya is one among these PVTGs inhabits   eight districts of Madhya Pradesh 

and few places in Rajasthan. According to Census 2011, Sahariya is the largest community in the list of 75 PTGs with a 

population of more than seven lakh. Around 85 per cent of Sahariyas live in Gwalior, Guna, Shipuri, Vidhisha, Datia, Bhind, 

Sagar and Tikamgarh districts of Madhya Pradesh. The government of India recognized the vulnerability of Sahariyas in 1975-76 

by including them in PTGs but in the late end of the 20th Century, the enforcement of environmental laws, insensitive 

displacement, schemes for mainstreaming and ignorance of their vulnerabilities as PTG marginalized them further. 

 

Livelihood of Sahariyas: 

 

Traditionally Sahariyas are forest dwellers. They practiced shifting cultivation, hunting gathering, pastoralism, and a quiet 

nomadic life. Similar to many other PTGs, Sahariyas had also close link with forest and forest product for their livelihood. They 

practiced agriculture in mountains and during non-agricultural season, they collected forest products. According to the Jain (2007) 

Sahariyas used to barter forest product like Gums and Chironji with that of cereals and also used to prepare baskets out of ‘Siari’ 

wood to store their half yearly requirement. Sahariya’s economy before the enforcing of environmental laws was self-sufficient 

and was in harmony with the local ecology. 

 

According to Radhakrishna (2009), in 1990s, a large number Sahariyas were displaced from their traditional forests. “In a 

recorded instance, members of this community were moved out of the Madhav National Park in Madhya Pradesh in the late 1990s 

and dumped upon a stony, non-irrigated tract of land near the highway, awary from a river they had access to in the forest, which 

they used for farming and drinking for themselves and for their cattle.” Similarly, a large number of Sahariyas were displaced 

during 1998-2001 from the Kuno Wild Life Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh. The new resettlement sites for Sahariyas away from 

forest deny them right to their traditional occupational practices and their inter-dependent relation with forest and ecology. 

Relocation of Sahariyas forced them to abandon their cattle, crop fields and other means of livelihood.  

 

After government took over the control of forest, Sahariyas lost their main source of livelihood. Jain (2007) in his study of 

Madhya Pradesh argues that the government policy on forest wiped them from forest and forest products. Agriculture could not be 

the sole source of livelihood for them. Available data of Madhya Pradesh shows that although 26% people of Sahariyas possess 5-

8 Bighas of land, but 70% of the land  is non-irrigated, stony and situated at mountainous slopes. “However, for few years the 

people of Sahariyas tribe used to get labour work in the stone mine, but never thought of migrating due to their attachment with 

their respective place” (Jain, 2007). After detachment from forest and no other remaining source of livelihood in the local, 

Sahariyas were forced  to migrate in other parts Madhya Pradesh and other states of India. 

 

According to the Census 2001 data, more than 70 per cent of Sahariyas are non-cultivators. Most of them are agricultural 

labourers. In Baran district of Rajasthan dominant non-tribe framers illegally occupied small land holdings of Sahariyas. Sahariyas 

in Baran district are now forced to a life of misery (Bhatia, 2012). A study by the Centre for Tribal Development in 2002 reported 

that the annual per capita income among Sahariyas was Rs. 2,691, or about Rs 7 a day, less than one-third of the national poverty 

line figure of Rs. 26 a day in rural areas. Curtailing forest rights of Sahariyays, through environmental policies, what they were 

inheriting since ages destroyed their existence. On the other hands government’s un-planned, insensitive and shortsighted 

rehabilitation and development plan for Sahariyas pushed them to further deprivation.  

 

Government Policies and Politics: 

 

Identifying PTGs in 1975-76 amongst various tribes was the first government initiative to address the special needs of vulnerable 

tribes. There were five criteria in beginning to identify any tribe as PTG and these are 1) primitive traits; 2) distinctive culture; 3) 

geographical isolation; 4) shyness of contact with the community at large; and 5) backwardness. In 1993 government added three 

more criteria, these are 1) pre-agricultural level of technology; 2) very low level of literacy; and 3) declining or stagnant 
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population. The identified PTGs are entitled to avail benefits of scheme and polices meant for the tribes. Most of the centrally 

sponsored schemes for socio-economic development of tribes specify PTGs as special beneficiary. Recognizing the special needs 

of PTGs a separate 100 per cent central sector scheme namely ‘Scheme for Development of Primitive Tribal Groups’ for exclusive 

development of them was started in 1998-99 (MoTA, 2014). The scheme supports activities, which are very crucial for the 

survival, protection and development of PTGs. 

 

Under the scheme Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan have received special grant for PTGs but the situation of Sahariyas barely 

improved in both of these states in last more than one decade. The socio-economic indicators of Sahariyays in Madhya Pradesh 

show that this community is most neglected among various groups of tribes in the state. Being a tribal community Sahariyas are 

entitled to avail reservation allotted for STs in employment, education and political representations. Bhatia (2012) argues that 

despite reservations, the Sahariya leaders have not emerged as a strong political force in Baran district of Rajasthan. Similarly, in 

Madhya Pradesh reservation has not changed the vulnerability of the Sahariya community.  

  

Major Visible Vulnerabilities  

 

Modern development initiatives in India in last few decades undermined socio-cultural diversities of PTGs such as Sahariya. 

Despite recognizing the vulnerabilities of PTGs in 1970s their voices remain unheard in developmental programs targeted to them. 

It seems that in last few decades their vulnerability increased instead of decreasing. Some of these vulnerabilities are discussed 

here in brief.  

 

Starvation:  

Bread is Sahariya’s staple food, but they since their loss of  control over production of grains and accessing food item through 

their traditional barter system in last few decades. Due to scarcity of food, they rely on ‘tubers’ and ‘leaves’ collected from nearby 

forests. When drought hits and there is nothing to eat, Sahariyas depend on bread made of ‘Sama’ (a locally grown wild grass) and 

soup made from its seeds. Very often even this grass is not fit for consumption as it doesn’t ripen due to lack of water. , which 

make them difficult to digest (Jain, 2007). 

 

The tribal diet is very basic and insufficient. A study in Labhera in Pichore Block of Madhya Pradesh revealed that on an average, 

availability of food grains is only 65 kg per year i.e 180 gram per day per person (Jain, 2007). Similarly, a report of United 

Nations World Food Progamme in 2010 characterized Baran district of Rajasthan (where a major concentration of Sahariyas 

resides) as food insecure district.   

 

High Malnutrition: 

Insufficient food has led to wide spread malnutrition amongst every age group of Sahariays. , Action Aid India reported that the 

malnutrition level among Sahariya children under three is as high as 66.3%, which is much higher the national average of 47%. 

Kapoor et al (2009) in their research covering 7 districts of Sahariyas in Madhya Pradesh, found out that about 76% females and 

47.6 percent males are undernourished. Reports of death due to malnourishment are thus common amongst the Sahariyas. Jain 

(2007) in his study reported 60 deaths due to malnourishment in Shivpuri district of Madhya Pradesh.   

 

On the directives of the Supreme Court in 2003, all PTGs, including Sahariyas, were included in the Antyodaya scheme. The 

scheme entitles the cardholder to 35 kg of wheat every month at Rs 2 per KG and other benefits. However, the Public Distribution 

System, especially in Shivpuri, has not been effective and still runs on traditional modes and is flawed with corruption (Dreze and 

Khera, 2014). Rajasthan government launched an exclusive policy for Sahariyas that provides incentives for seeking treatment at 

nutrition rehabilitation centers. But, they have not been helpful as the centers are far away from the Sahariya villages. Moreover, 

soya buffs provided at such centers are not preferred by the children, who would rather go hungry than eat something ‘alien’ 

(Malaviya, Aditya 2012).  Aganwadi centers have also not been able to respond to the malnourishment of children because most 

times their registers are not maintained. Thus, improper record of height and weight makes it difficult to even assess 

malnourishment. Most times panjeeri (a roasted mixture of corn, soya, sugar and oil) is provided at anganwadi centers, which the 

small children cannot eat (Zaldi, 2006). 

 

Insufficient food and nutrition has a direct impact on the health of the community. Jerath et al (2013) in an inquiry of three 

Sahariyas districts in Madhya Pradesh found that Chronic Energy Deficiency (CED) affected 42.4 percent women whereas 90.1 
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percent women were anemic. In their study, Kapoor et al (2009) noted that CED amongst males was about 48.8 percent. As per 

World Health Organization a CED of 40 percent exhibits a critical health problem.  

 

Poor Health: 

Curative health care is not an option for most. In most cases, health centers are very far away from Sahariya villages. Moreover, 

many report being callously treated at the health centers by the staff. Many times Sahariyas are not aware about what they are 

being prescribed. Therefore, most times,’ quacks are preferred (Malviya, 2012). 

 

Kapoor et al (2009) in their study of Sahariya’s health in Madhya Pradesh reveals that major causes of death include pneumonia, 

malaria, tuberculosis, gastric problems and diarrhea. Low standard of living, poor food habits, low socio-economic conditions, 

lack of portable water and unfavorable environment all contribute to poor health standards.  Other diseases prevalent among  

primitive tribal groups include respiratory infections, sexually transmitted diseases and diarrheal diseases (Jerath et al, 2013). 

 

Low Education and Child Labour:  

Sahariyas do not have access to education; Census data reveals that only 2 per cent of Sahariyas have studied till the secondary 

level. The literacy rate of Saharia both in Rajasthan and in Madhya Pradesh is the lowest amongst all the tribes in these states. In 

Rajasthan the tribal literacy rate is 52.8 whereas Sahariya literacy rate is 48 percent. Similarly, Madhya Pradesh has a tribal 

literacy rate of 50.6 whereas the Sahariya literacy is recorded at 42.1 percent. Women literacy amongst the Sahariyas is much less 

with Madhya Pradesh at 32 and Rajasthan at 33.7 percent respectively.  

 

Hindustan Times recently reported that children, instead of being sent to school are working to sustain their families. Increasing 

debt due to crop failure and food insecurity forces families to send their children  to work for wages ranging between INR 2000-

6000. The children are employed to herd sheep and other animals in the jungles of Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh (Raza, 2014).  

 

Conclusion:  

 

Even after being identified as a PTG group, policies dealing with Sahariyas have not kept in mind the features that make them an 

especially primitive group. However, continuous ignorance of their culture continuous to feature in the way government is 

formulating response to them. As mentioned earlier, they are frequently ill treated, which marginalizes them further. Moreover, 

when they access government services, the nourishment provided is not suited to theirdietary practices. Children cannot digest or 

do not prefer panjeeri and soya buffs. The reason a special category of tribes was created was so that policies are customized to 

their lifestyle. Thus, the developmental approach of Saharaiyas must emphasize an effort to understand their social, cultural and 

economic conditions that make them a Primitive Tribal Group. 

 

References:  

 

 Jerath Suparna Ghosh, Anita Singh, Aruna Bhattacharya, Shomik Ray, Shariqua Yunus, Sanjay P Zodpey, 2013 

‘Dimensions of nutritional vulnerability: Assessment of women and children in Sahariya tribal community of Madhya 

Pradesh in India’, Published by: Indian Journal of Public Health, Year: 2013, Volume: 57, Issue:4, Page: 260-267, Also 

Available at: http://www.ijph.in/temp/IndianJPublicHealth574260-3165938_005245.pdf, Accessed on: 25th November 

2014 

 

 Kapoor Satwanti, Renu Tyagi, Kiran Saluja, Anumeha Chaturvedi and A.K. Kapoor, 2009, ‘Nutritional Profile and 

Socio-Economic Status of Saharia, a Primitive Tribe of India’, Published by: The Open Anthropology Journal, 2009, 2, 

58-63 

 

 Malaviya Aditya, 2012, ‘The Shadow of Hunger’, Infochange India, July 2012, Also Available at: 

http://infochangeindia.org/agenda/malnutrition/the-shadow-of-hunger.html, Accessed on: 26th November, 2014 

 

 Jain, Sachin Kumar, 2007‘Poverty, Migration & National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme: A Case Study on 

Sahariya Primitive Tribal Group in Madhya Pradesh, Vikas Samvad, Bhopal, 2007 

 

http://www.ijph.in/temp/IndianJPublicHealth574260-3165938_005245.pdf
http://infochangeindia.org/agenda/malnutrition/the-shadow-of-hunger.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 | P a g e          RGIC Policy Watch is meant for private circulation only.  

  

 

   RGICS      POLICY WATCH 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

          Volume : 3, Issue- 17                                    Date : 01-12-2014 

 

 COVER STORY 
 

 Radhakrishna Meena, 2009, ‘Starvation Among Primitive Tribal Group’, Published by: Economic and Political Weekly, 

May 2, 2009, Volume:XLIV No 18  

 

 Raza Danish, 2014, ‘Hard Lives for the Sahariyas of Budelkhand’, Hindustan Times, June 8, 2014, Also Available at: 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/hard-lives-for-the-sahariyas-of-bundelkhand/article1-1227259.aspx, 

Accessed on: 27th November 2014 

 

 JhaSrinand, 2011, ‘Among the Sahariyas, India falls apart’, Livemint, November 3, 2011, Also Available at: 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/JTuf5DIHXLBfJF7zUJltYN/Among-the-Sahariyas-India-falls-apart.html, Accessed 

on: 23rd November, 2014 

 

 Bhatia Bela, 2012 ‘Of Human Bondage in Baran Rajasthan’, Economic and Political Weekly, June 30, 2012, Volume: 

XLVII Nos: 26 & 27, Also Available at: http://www.indiaenvironmentportal.org.in/files/file/human%20bondage.pdf 

Accessed on: 23rd November 2014 

 

 Ministry of Tribal Affairs, 2013, Annual Report 2013-14, Government of India, Also Available 

at:http://tribal.nic.in/WriteReadData/CMS/Documents/201407280104442396450AnnualReport2013-14.pdf, Accessed 

on: 24th November 2014 

 

 

 

Prepared by 

Jeet Singh and Shriyam Gupta  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/hard-lives-for-the-sahariyas-of-bundelkhand/article1-1227259.aspx
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/JTuf5DIHXLBfJF7zUJltYN/Among-the-Sahariyas-India-falls-apart.html
http://www.indiaenvironmentportal.org.in/files/file/human%20bondage.pdf
http://tribal.nic.in/WriteReadData/CMS/Documents/201407280104442396450AnnualReport2013-14.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 | P a g e          RGIC Policy Watch is meant for private circulation only.  

  

 

   RGICS      POLICY WATCH 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

          Volume : 3, Issue- 17                                    Date : 01-12-2014 

 

HEADLINES 
 

The States of West Bengal and Bihar are 

Homes to Most Homeless 
(Subodh Ghildiyal, Times of India, November 21, 2014) 

  

Around 4.3 crore families in rural India do not have a house, 

with West Bengal leading the table followed by Bihar, 

clearly indicating the eastern region's backwardness. Bengal 

has as many as 35 lakh houseless families while Bihar has 

34 lakh. Madhya Pradesh occupies the third slot with 32 

lakh houseless families. Uttar Pradesh, the country's most 

populous state, has 25 lakh families without houses. 
  
This is reflected in the data on “house-lessness” collected in 

the Socio Economic and Caste Census (SECC) which was 

conducted to estimate the extent of poverty in rural India. 
The SECC data of 4.3 crore houseless families tallies with 

the Planning Commission's estimate of 4 crore for the 12th 

plan period calculated on the basis of 2001 census as well as 

Census 2011. A rural household is considered without 

shelter if it doesn't have a house or lives in a one-room or 

two-room house with "kutchha walls and roof." As per 

SECC data 2.5 crore households have houses with one-room 

of 'kuchcha roof and walls' while 1.8 crore have two-room 

dwellings of 'kuchcha roof and walls'. Other deprived states 

on the parameter of “house-lesness” are Odisha, Rajasthan, 

Tamil Nadu, Chhattisgarh and Maharashtra. 

  

The rural development ministry has set itself a target of 

providing 3.20 crore families with a shelter under the rural 

housing scheme. The Indira Awas Yojana is set to be 

revamped as a National Rural Housing Mission with the 

target of "pucca houses for all" by 2022.  

  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Bengal-Bihar-

home-to-most-homeless/articleshow/45225154.cms 

Date Accessed: 24.11.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

Contract Workers Exploited for Lack of 

Regular Recruitment   
(Virender Nath Bhatt, Tehelka, November 29, 2014) 

 

Bajrang Yadav and Surendra Yadav are two contracted 

employees of the Lucknow Electricity Supply Division 

(LESA). The former was electrocuted at work and has 

received no compensation from either the employer (Uttar 

Pradesh Government) or the contractor, despite having 

signed insurance papers. The latter has not received any 

salary for the last four months. According to the rules of 

engagement between the Uttar Pradesh Power Corporation 

Limited (UPPCL) and the contractor, salaries should be paid 

within the first week of every month. In this arrangement 

“there is no provision for medical insurance and the 

maximum payment in case of death is 1.5 lakh”. 

 

These incidents highlight the state of workers in the state 

where government jobs are outsourced to contract labourers 

on a large scale. In government institutions employees are 

divided under three categories: those hired by government 

on contract basis, those who lack benefits and other 

outsourced employees. 

 

Outsourcing jobs helps the state government save hundreds 

of crores. Recruitments to UPPCL have been banned for the 

last 25 years even when 10 per cent of its staff retire every 

year. In 2000 the number of employees was 1 lakh, today 

the number is down to 30,000. Currently 65,000 posts are 

vacant in the department. According to managing director 

A.P Mishra shortage of staff is the main reason which forces 

the department to hire contracted labour. There are currently 

40,000 contract labourers working as lineman and sub-

station operators today. If the department had recruited 

40,000 permanent employees the salaries alone would have 

amounted to Rs 1000 crore, inclusive of other benefits. A 

proposal to provide pension benefits to contract employees 

is currently under consideration in the department. 

 

Municipal bodies have 90,000 permanent employees, who 

avail the benefits of the Sixth Pay Commission. The rest are 

65,000 contract employees and 40,000 outsourced 

employees. “While a regular employee is paid between Rs 

15,000 and 20,000 per month, the contract worker gets only 

2,130 and the outsourced employee gets less than 2,000.” As 

per the contract between Lucknow Nagar Nigam (LNN) and 

the private company or the outsourced firm the minimum 

salary paid to an employee should not be less than Rs 7,000. 

 

The State’s rural development department has more than 

10,000 contract labourers. Similarly, the health department 

has hired thousands of contract workers to implement the 

National Rural Health Mission (NHRM) and other schemes. 

Under the current labour laws, these contract workers are 

devoid of any benefits, thus left to be exploited by 

contractors. 

 

http://www.tehelka.com/uttar-pradesh-public-sector-

contract-workers-interview-shahid-manzoor/ 

Date Accessed: 20.11.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 
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Macro Economic Dimension of India: Inflation Rates 

for the Month of October, 2014 
General Inflation Rates in Indian States: October 2014 (%) 

 

States Rural Urban General 

All India 5.60 5.55 5.60 

Northern Region    

Jammu & Kashmir 4.83 8.07 5.22 

Himachal Pradesh 5.98 4.78 5.77 

Punjab 5.60 5.21 5.44 

Chandigarh 3.67 5.66 5.80 

Uttarakhand 6.60 4.07 5.71 

Haryana 4.85 5.58 5.07 

Delhi 1.97 4.34 4.19 

Uttar Pradesh 6.68 6.27 6.59 

Western Region    

Rajasthan 6.62 5.23 6.09 

Gujarat 4.73 4.17 4.22 

Maharashtra 4.89 5.12 5.06 

Goa 7.83 5.59 6.68 

Lakshadweep 8.48 6.69 7.50 

Daman & Die 6.81 6.24 6.58 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli 1.83 2.07 1.89 

Central Region    

Madhya Pradesh 3.90 4.84 4.34 

Chattishgarh 4.46 5.04 4.67 

Southern Region    

Andhra Pradesh 3.70 5.51 4.37 

Karnakata 4.03 7.81 5.89 

Kerala 7.57 8.48 7.83 

Tamil Nadu 4.34 5.73 5.10 

Puducherry 5.41 5.58 5.54 

Andaman & Nicobar Island 8.35 3.73 6.20 

Northeastern Region    

Arunachal Pradesh 6.81   

Assam 6.41 7.96 6.47 

Manipur 1.56 5.96 3.08 

Meghalaya 15.28 10.09 14.14 

Mizoram 7.46 5.88 6.60 

Nagaland 13.72 7.33 11.13 

Tripura 10.99 10.46 10.85 

Sikkim 7.14 7.82 7.32 

Eastern Region    

Bihar 7.37 6.24 6.98 

Jharkhand 2.49 5.86 3.61 

West Bengal 4.83 5.52 5.18 

Odisha 9.83 7.37 9.03 

 

Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index (CPI) data of MOSPI. 

There is one month time lag in CPI data (New Series 2010=100) provided by MOSPI, Government of India. 

All – India Inflation rate has come 

down from 7.86% in the month of 

August to 6.46% in the month of 

September 2014 along with its 

rural and urban decline. Amongst 

the states also the inflation rate has 

come down except for few states 

like Kerala, where its rural and 

combined rates have gone high 

from its previous month. Similarly 

in Odisha and Gujarat, the 

combined inflation rate has gone 

high from  the previous month.  

For the month of September, 

Meghalaya has seen highest 

inflation with 14.30% and Andhra 

Pradesh has see lowest inflation 

with 4. 
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Compensation Model for Cancelled 

Coal Mines Settlement 
(Shreya Jai ,  Business Standard,  November 25, 2014) 

  

A compensation model is expected to be adopted by the 

government in order to settle down the claims of the 

stakeholders in the coal mines whose allocation was recently 

cancelled by the Supreme Court. Further through e-auction, 

the mines will be up for fresh bidding, which will have two 

parts, namely fixed and variable. In the first phase of re-

allocation, 42 operational coal mines and 32 in line to start 

production will be offered to developers with notified end-

use projects. 

 

● Fixed cost will constitute value of land and other 

assets associated with a particular mine. 

● Variable cost will be the reserve price of coal for 

which the government is deciding a methodology. 

It will be based on the geological reserve of the 

mine put for bidding. "This is the revenue which 

would go to the states where the mine is located," 

said the official. 

 

The government will clear all the dues of the employees first 

followed by the payment to the secured creditors. Also “all 

the revenues, taxes and rates due from the prior allottee to 

the central or state government or local authority will also 

be paid off from the revenue earned as the fixed part of the 

bidding amount.” “The balance amount would then go to the 

prior owner of the mine as compensation,” said an official. 

 

Anil Swarup, secretary, ministry of coal, had earlier said the 

methodology of bidding would remain the same for all end-

users in the cement, steel and power industries. But for 

projects that generate power under a pass-through 

mechanism, the government would formulate a cap on 

tariffs to keep electricity prices in check. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-

policy/compensation-model-for-cancelled-coal-mines-

settlement-114112500015_1.html 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 
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Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana-Gujarat 

MPs Adopt "Developed" Villages 
(Millennium post, November 24, 2014) 

  

The villages adopted by Members of Parliament (MPs) in 

Gujarat under the Prime Minister’s ‘Sansad Adarsh Gram 

Yojna’ has been criticised on the claims that these villages 

which have been adopted are already developed. There are 

three such cases which have come to the light where villages 

have good infrastructure, but MPs have still gone ahead to 

adopt them. 

  

Rajya Sabha MP from Gujarat, Mansukh Mandaviya 

adopted Ugamedi village in Gadhda taluka in Bhavnagar 

district under the ‘Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojna.’ According 

to the Sarpanch of Ugamedi, the village has been developed 

as a tourism spot due to river-linking project and the 

villagers churn a good source of income from diamond 

industries and agriculture activities. The village has a 

population of around 10,000. The villagers have linked two 

rivers Sonal and Keri with the cost of around 90 lakhs and 

also made a dam with the help of a donor of this village. 

  

MP from Kheda constituency, Devusinh Chauhan has also 

chosen a less-laborious task by selecting another 

‘developed’ village Vahelal in Matar Taluka in Ahmedabad 

district. Vahelal is also known as the village of ‘NRIs’ as 

most of the families have settled either in USA or UK. The 

village in Vahelal, which has the population of about 4,000, 

has roads and other basic facilities. The village has many 

hospitals and schools too. 

  

http://www.millenniumpost.in/NewsContent.aspx?NID=765

70 

Date Accessed: 25.11.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

Government Approves Funds to Make 

Major Changes to the Power Sector 
(Tarun Shukla & Utpal Bhaskar, LiveMint, 21 

November, 2014) 

 

The National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government has 

cleared a plan to invest Rs 43,033 crore in the power sector 

in order to establish separate feeders for agricultural and 

rural domestic consumption and to ensure uninterrupted 

power supply to village households. Another sum of Rs 

32,612 crore is to be invested into an integrated power 

development initiative to strengthen sub-transmission and 

distribution systems.  

The scheme named after Deendayal Upadhaya Gram Jyoti 

Yojana seeks to provide “around eight hours of quality 

power supply to agricultural consumers and 24-hour 

electricity to households.” According to estimates it may 

reduce India’s aggregate transmissions and commercial 

(AT&C losses) by 5 %. The idea of this scheme has been 

borrowed from an initiative in Gujarat called Jyotiram 

Yojana. The government seeks a double target of providing 

optimal electricity to farmers for agricultural purposes, 

while also increasing the availability of power for rural 

households. Making rural electricity consumption 

systematic will lead to effective billing and reduction in 

power thefts. 

 

A decision was also taken  to “merge the United Progressive 

Alliance (UPA) government’s Rajiv Gandhi Grameen 

Vidyutikaran Yojana (RGGVY) and the restructured 

accelerated power development reform programme (R-

APDRP) with DDUGJY and Integrated Power Development 

Scheme (IPDS), respectively.” The RGGVY is a scheme 

that was initiated by the UPA government to improve rural 

electrification. Rs 35,447 crore of Rs 39,275 crore, allotted 

for this scheme has already been sanctioned.“This outlay 

will be carried forward to the new scheme of DDUGJY in 

addition to the outlay of Rs.43, 033 crore,” the 

government’s press statement said.  The UPA government 

had approved a plan of Rs 44,011 crore for R-APRDP last 

year, which included a budget allocation of Rs 22,727 crore. 

This plan will be merged with the new scheme of IPDS. 

 

The cabinet has also approved a sum of Rs 5,111.33 crore 

for North Eastern Region Power System Improvement 

Project which would deal with the six of the seven sister 

states, excluding Arunachal Pradesh. “The project is aimed 

at strengthening the intra-state transmission and distribution 

systems in the region.”   

  

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/TOj8vyFiYrpoqVuzxxlU6

H/Govt-approves-funds-for-power-sector-push.html 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

Government Fails to Kick-start Stalled 

Mega Projects 
(George Matthew, Indian Express, November 24, 2014) 

 

The National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government has 

been able to start just 27% of the 557 projects targeted under 

the various ministries and department and were reported to 

Project Monitoring Group (PMG) in November last year. 

These have a collective investment of Rs 25, 35, 288 crore. 

The projects were reported to the PMG for resolving various 

issues. It was under the United Progressive Alliance 
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government that a Cabinet Committee on Investment (CCI) 

was formed in 2013 “to place pending projects in the 

infrastructure and manufacturing sectors on the fast track. In 

addition, the PMG was set up within the Cabinet Secretariat 

to monitor stalled projects and resolve hurdles to their roll 

out.”   
 

A recent note sent by the finance ministry to public sector 

banks mentions that out of the 557 projects 187 projects 

with an investment of Rs 6,88,022 crore have been resolved. 

However, the rest of the 371 projects with an investment of 

Rs 18, 47,266 crore are still pending with the PMG. 

Surprisingly, the biggest such project, in terms of 

investment, is the Gift City project in the Prime Minister’s 

home state Gujarat.  
 

Surprisingly, the biggest by investment size amongst the 

stalled projects is the Gift City project in Gujarat. “The 

finance ministry note has details of over 90 unresolved 

power projects which envisage investments of over Rs 

5,41,000 crore.” Also, there are 110 coal projects that are 

currently stalled due to unresolved legal issues. Other major 

infrastructure projects include the “Rs 12,000-crore Delhi 

Aerocity project, the Rs 22,587-crore Essar Steel complex in 

Orissa, Raigarh expansion project worth Rs 42,345 crore 

and Sterlite Energy’s Rs 12,000-crore project.” 

 

Apart from attracting investment bankers say that it also 

lead to rise in “bank credit offtake”. Issues regarding 

environment law and land acquisition hinder most of these 

projects. Disputes within different sectors have affected 

power and coal projects. Out of the 47 projects it piloted, 

CCI resolved 21 of these projects which had an investment 

of Rs 80,662 crore. “During the period of January to 

September 2014, public sector banks have received 194 new 

projects and proposals (with investment of Rs 250 crore and 

above in each project) in sectors like power, cement, real 

estate, road, automobile, oil etc.” So far banks have 

sanctioned only Rs 60,572 crore for these projects, which 

need a total investment of Rs 4,68,665 crore; whereas the 

amount actually disbursed remains a paltry Rs 11,107 crore.  

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/business/business-

others/projects-worth-r18-lakh-cr-await-resolution-from-

pmg/99/ 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

With No Central Information 

Commission, RTI Appeals’ Pile Up 
(Rukmini S., The Hindu, November 25, 2014) 

 

In the six months of being in power, the current National 

Democratic Alliance government has failed to appoint a 

Chief Information Commissioner. There are currently 

around 10,000 Right to Information applications waiting at 

the office. Most of these appeals revolve around the policy 

decisions taken by the current government. 

 

“The Chief Information Commissioner heads the Central 

Information Commission, the body that hears appeals from 

information-seekers who have not been satisfied by the 

public authority, and also addresses major issues concerning 

the RTI Act.” Though the government advertised for a new 

chief in October, no one has been appointed. The President 

makes the appointment for the post based on the 

recommendations of a three-member committee, which is 

headed by the Prime Minister and also includes Leader of 

the Opposition and a Union cabinet minister nominated by 

the Prime Minister. 

 

It seems that transparency is least of the current 

governments concerns. The government has cited the lack of 

a Leader of opposition as the reason behind the delay in 

appointments. However, “the RTI act clearly states that the 

leader of the largest opposition is also acceptable”. Former 

CIC Shailesh Gandhi has indicated that pendency on rise in 

the Central Information Commission since the number of 

cases being disposed has come down significantly over the 

years. 

 

“Reflecting recent news developments, there has been a big 

rise in the number of RTI appeals against the Prime 

Minister’s Office, the Ministry of Human Resource 

Development, the University Grants Commission, the 

Central Board of Secondary Education and the Kendriya 

Vidyalaya Sangathan. Over a third of cases involve appeals 

against the Ministry of Defence alone.”    

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/with-no-cic-rti-

appeals-pile-up/article6630810.ece 
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Date Accessed: 28.11.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

UN Agency Unveils Push to Make 

Cooking Safe for 10 Million People by 

2020 
(UN News Centre, November 21, 2014) 
  
World Health Organisation in its latest report pointed out 

that there are three billion people who depend on solid fuel 

to cook. The carbon monoxide released from burning solid 

fuel causes strokes, pulmonary diseases and lung cancer. 

Such use of unclean stoves causes indoor air pollution, 

killing four million people and sickens millions. United 

Nation’s ‘Cookstoves Future Summit - Fueling Markets, 

Catalyzing Action, Changing Lives’ was organized to 

ensure political and financial commitments to address the 

issue. 
  
World Food Programme (WFP) committed to provide safe 

cooking environment to 10 million people by 2020. To 

achieve such a target at least $20 million would be required. 

Currently, WFP through its SAFE (Safe Access to Fuel and 

Energy) initiative is helping women with clean stoves and 

other opportunities. SAFE activities has reached 2.8 million 

people in countries like Burundi, Ethiopia, Haiti, Kenya, Sri 

Lanka, Sudan and Uganda. 
  
The question of women empowerment is also connected 

with the issue. Women have to travel long distances to 

collect firework, which puts them at risk especially in worn 

torn areas. Moreover UN Women points out that woman, 

along with children, are most at risk as they do most of the 

household work. 
  
UN Women has promised three policy commitments to 

“clean cookstoves including promoting investment in clean 

cookstoves; developing gender-equitable targets; and 

incorporating clean cookstoves in the Beijing+20 

commemoration.” 
  
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49416#.V

HTJp15tIpE 

Date Accessed: 25.11.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

GOVERNMENT 
 

Jan Dhan: Inclusion Scheme Excludes 

Most 
(Vrishti Beniwal, Business Standard, November 25, 2014) 

  

The article highlights how the government has come up with 

exclusion principles to its very recent Pradhan Mantri Jan 

Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), which is meant to be an inclusion 

scheme.  As against the target of opening 75 million 

accounts by January 2015, 78 million accounts have already 

been opened, but unfortunately only 47 million of these 

account holders have a RuPay card and 59 million accounts 

have zero balance. 
 

The set of exclusion principles that have been issued as 

guidelines and followed by the government are: 
 

● The Rs. 30000 life insurance cover would be provided 

only to one person in a family for accounts opened 

between August 15, 2014, and January 26, 2015. 

● The families of the individuals and the individuals 

themselves who are filing income tax returns, serving as 

retired central and state government employees, 

employees of central and state public sector entities, 

and people already covered under the Aam Aadmi Bima 

Yojna  have been excluded from the life insurance 

policy. 

● The life cover provided is initially limited for 5 years, 

which will be in the name of the head of the family or 

an earning member in the age group of 15-59 years. A 

person after turning 60 will be excluded from the life 

insurance cover even if the person enters at the age of 

59 where the cover will be provided only for a year. 

● People can benefit only from one life cover, i.e. if an 

individual already has a life cover from some other 

scheme, then he will have to choose between the 

existing one and the one under PMJDY. 

● An active RuPay debit card (used at least once in 45 

days) and a biometric card linked to the account to get 

the benefit of the life cover is required. 

 

Restricting the scope of the scheme is expected to reduce the 

burden on the exchequer, but at the same time it might hurt 

the financial inclusion drive. 
 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-

policy/jan-dhan-inclusion-scheme-excludes-most-

114112500020_1.html 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

 

Chattisgarh Food Security in a Fix 
(Anupam Chakravartty, Down To Earth, November 30, 

2014) 

  

Though Chattisgarh poses as a successful model of food 

security, it is fast falling apart. In a verification drive in 
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July-August, the state government found around 1.3 million 

“unnecessary” ration cards in the hands of people; which 

have now been taken back and the people left without daily 

essential supplies. Chattisgarh had acquired its own food 

security law a year before the National Food Security Act 

came into existence in September 2013. Over time, 

Centralised Online Real-Time Electronic Public Distribution 

System (PDS) was introduced, which allowed beneficiaries 

portability to buy food grains from any fair price shop using 

a smart ration card. 

  

The problems began with the realisation that while official 

census showed 5.6 million households in the state, more 

than 7 million ration cards were issued at the start of 2013. 

After the verification, the government sits with 0.3 million 

applications of PDS beneficiaries asking for the cards to not 

be recalled. While the verification survey in urban areas was 

conducted by food inspectors, in rural areas it was the 

panchayat secretary and a government school teacher. No 

mandated procedures were followed during the verification 

drive.  Some PDS dealers have used this opportunity to 

hoard food-grains as the names of beneficiaries exist on 

their lists even though the cards have been recalled. 

  

This has also affected the paddy farmers, as rice is a staple 

in Chhattisgarh. While the government was conducting 

verification of ration cards, the Centre put a cap of 1.6 

million tonnes on paddy procurement from Chhattisgarh, 

impacting and causing unrest among 1.1 million farmers 

who depend on paddy cultivation. To ensure good supply of 

rice, the state government fixed the minimum support price 

at 300 per quintal, significantly higher than that of 

neighbouring states. Though this worked well for PDS, the 

Centre’s withdrawal of the bonus has now put an additional 

burden of 7,000 crore on the state’s budget. The Centre also 

declared that it will only buy paddy for the national PDS 

pool. This implies that the state has to procure paddy on its 

own. In another move that has increased farmers’ agitation, 

the state government has postponed the date for 

procurement of paddy from November 1
st
 to December 1

st
, 

forcing the farmers to look for storage options for the 

harvested paddy. 

  

“Only 1.1 million farmers contribute to PDS, while there are 

4.2 million farmers in the state. Giving a subsidy of 300 per 

quintal to one-third of the farmers in the state while 

depriving 1.3 million beneficiaries from securing essential 

food grains is not a judicious decision” according to Samir 

Garg, member of the Supreme Court Committee on Food. 

While the government has not incorporated the proposal to 

include other essential commodities like edible oil, the 

system now seems to be crumpling under pressure in these 

testing times before the local elections. 

  

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/model-fix 

Date Accessed: 24.11.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

SECURITY 
 

Defence and Home Minister Speak 

Differently on Chinese Troops 
(Mayabhushan Nagvenkar, Deccan Herald, November 

23, 2014) 

  

Repeated incursion by the Chinese troops into Indian 

territory, in the recent past have resulted in divergence, at 

times almost contradictory, opinions from high ranking 

cabinet ministers. Home Minister while addressing a rally in 

Leh in poll-bound Jammu and Kashmir, said the breach of 

the border did not augur well for cordial relations between 

the Asian giants. "China has illegally occupied Aksai Chin 

and incursion by Chinese troops do not augur well in 

maintaining cordial relations with our neighbour," he said. 

The Home Minister further stated that the efforts made by 

India in building a friendly and peaceful relation with its 

neighbour should be reciprocated by China. 

  

However the home minister's tough stance is in direct 

contrast to Defence Minister’s more seemingly laidback and 

"soft" response to the issue of Chinese intrusions. The 

Defence Minister stated that “there are small breaches of 

what you call as Line of (Actual) Control, that is not to be 

taken too seriously.” Both the ministers are members of the 

key Cabinet Committee on Security which also includes the 

Prime minister and deal with, among other things, issues 

related to sensitive defence and security matters. 
  

The two countries have held several rounds of talks by their 

special representatives to resolve the boundary dispute. 

While China has blamed the border dispute on Western 

colonial legacy, efforts made by both countries to resolve 

the issue for years has not led to a permanent settlement. 

The National Democratic Alliance (NDA) Government has 

taken six months after assuming office to designate the 

National Security Agency as India’s representative for talks 

on boundary dispute. 
  

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/443311/rajnath-

parrikar-speak-differently-chinese.html 

Date Accessed: 24.11. 2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

Crime Against Northeast People Rising 

Steadily: Police Report 
(Hindustan Times, November 23, 2014) 

  

Crime against people from Northeast in the national Capital 
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has witnessed a steady rise with the Delhi Police receiving 

650 related calls this year. According to data compiled by 

Delhi police, till November 15 this year, it received a total 

847 calls of which 645 calls were related to crime against 

people from the north east region. Police converted 139 of 

these complaints into First Information Report (FIR), as 

against 74 FIRs recorded last year. 

  

The highest number of complaints i.e. 259 were received 

from South Delhi followed by Southeast district which stood 

at 53.The lowest number of calls, i.e. 6, were received from 

Northeast Delhi district. When it comes to police station-

wise data, Vasant Vihar got the most, 58 calls followed by 

Safdarjung Enclave  at 48, Kotla Mubarakpur 23, Malviya 

Nagar  21, and Mukherji Nagar 20.All these areas have a  

considerable population of people from the Northeast. 

Among the nature of crimes reported, there were 159 cases 

related to quarrel which topped the list. 

  

As many as 56 cases of eve teasing were reported while 

there were 22 cases of cyber crime/racial discrimination 

through social media, etc. 6 cases of rape and 13 cases of 

molestation and 4 cases of attempt to rape were also 

reported. 

  

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/crime-against-

people-from-northeast-rises-steadily-police-data/article1-

1289392.aspx 

Date Accessed: 24.11.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

HEALTH 
 

200 Crore Cold Chain Equipment Lies 

Unused 
(Teena Thacker, Asian Age, November 24, 2014) 

  

Prime Minister’s suggestion to top officers of being decisive 

seems to have been ignored by the Union Health Ministry. A 

soft loan by KFW — a German government owned 

development bank worth `200 crores for procuring cold 

chain equipment is lying unused since 2011 since the health 

ministry has failed to initiate any actions to procure. This is 

the case even when several state Governments have already 

written to the health ministry asking for replacement of the 

faulty cold chain equipments. 

  

The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with KFW for 

procurement of cold chain equipments was signed in 2011. 

Till 2013 the ministry could not hold any meeting in this 

regard. The situation has not changed much as such a large 

funding could not be used ever since. In 2009, the German 

Government committed 52 million euro for the Indian Pulse 

Polio Programme, designed to support India in its Polio 

eradication efforts. However, the funds were later diverted 

in 2011 for the procurement of cold chain equipment.  

  

The government of India procures and supplies cold chain 

equipments to the states. The equipments were last procured 

in 2009. About 18-20 states have written to the health 

ministry complaining about the faulty cold chain equipments 

and asking for the replacement with a new one, but they 

have not received any response from the ministry. There are 

about 28,000 cold chain points in the country. 

  

http://www.asianage.com/india/rs-200-crore-cold-chain-

equipment-lies-unused-714 

Date Accessed: 25.11.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

ENERGY 
 

Clear Policy on Grid Connectivity to 

Solar Power Missing in Maharashtra 
(Deccan Chronicle, November 25, 2014) 

  

As the Centre is taking steps to promote and popularise solar 

power across the country, Maharashtra still lacks a clear 

policy on allowing grid connectivity to roof top solar power 

generators in homes. Using electricity generated from roof 

top generators at homes and offices could attract penal 

action, as mentioned by the activists of city-based Vidarbha 

Industries Association (VIA). For some years now, the 

centre government has been trying to promote solar power 

in a big way. Further to this aim, the Jawaharlal Nehru 

National Solar Mission (JNNSM) was established with a 

target of generating 20,000 MW of solar power by year 

2022. In fact, in this line, the Central Electricity Authority 

had come out with strict guidelines and had directed all 

states to provide legal support for allowing roof top solar 

power generators, on September 30, 2013. 

  

However, the state government does not seem motivated and 

has failed to issue a clear guideline or notification to allow 

setting up of roof top solar generators that are available and 

affordable for a large section of urban consumers. 

Maharashtra has failed to lay down norms to provide grid 

connectivity to roof top sets that are being accepted as a 

non-conventional energy source. This has been done by at 

least 13 states including Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, 

Karnataka, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Punjab, Delhi, 

Uttarakhand, Rajasthan, Goa and Orissa, and all Union 

territories. 

  

Sudhir Budhay, an energy activist, claims that while there is 
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policy for solar power connectivity for units generating 

1MW or more, there is no such clarity for smaller sets with 

less that 1MW or less than 33KV voltage level. Activists 

believe that the policy is failing to be introduced because of 

reluctance of the state power distribution company which 

seems to be wary of heavy losses if its consumers shift to 

solar power. The efforts of the Centre will not account for 

much if Maharashtra’s state government does not address 

the issue with urgency. 

  

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/141125/nation-current-

affairs/article/maharashtra-needs-clear-policy-grid-

connectivity-solar-power 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

Mass Protest in Mumbai, Dehradun 

Against Centre's Attempts to 

Undermine Forest Rights 
(Vijay Ravikumar, Down to Earth, November 24, 2014) 

  

Thousands of people gathered in Mumbai and Dehradun to 

protest against the attempts made by the National 

Democratic Alliance (NDA) government to undermine the 

rights of local communities to manage and protect their 

forests. Specifically the provision which requires the 

consent of the gram sabha on all projects seeking to divert 

forestland for non-forest purposes, as guaranteed by the 

Forest Rights Act (2006). 

  

These demonstrations took place after the T S R 

Subramanian Committee released its review of the 

environmental laws of the country, with the aim of 

streamlining environmental clearances for development 

projects. One of the recommendations mentioned in this 

report is to implement a "fast-tracking" of "linear projects" 

such as roads, railways, and transmission lines. This 

procedure would allow approval of linear projects without 

Gram Sabha consent. The T S R Subramanian report 

represents only the latest attempt by the government to 

weaken the Forest Rights Act. Another attempt made by the 

Government to weaken the environmental laws of the 

country was with the notification issued on October 28 by 

Ministry of Environment and Forest &Climate Change 

(MoEF &CC). The notification issued gave certain district 

collectors the power to decide whether implementation of 

the FRA is required for the diversion of forestland. 

  

The protests in Mumbai and Dehradun follow a series of 

actions in Kanyakumari, Wayanad (Kerala), Raipur 

(Chattisgarh), Bhopal, and Dangs District (Gujarat). The 

central demand is for the government to respect the power 

of the Gram Sabha to manage, use and protect the forests. 

  

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/mass-protests-

mumbai-dehradun-against-centre-s-attempts-undermine-

forest-rights 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

India’s Wildlife Crisis 
(T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan, Livemint, November 25, 2014) 

  

This article highlights the status of wildlife and biodiversity 

in India and argues that the protection given through policy 

is inadequate for India’s natural wealth. India has among the 

highest proportion of threatened species in the world. The 

Red List of threatened species of the International Union for 

the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) shows that India has at 

least 974 species that are threatened as of July, coming in 

line after only six other countries in the world. In fact, 

across categories, India has among the highest proportion of 

threatened species. Consulting the United Nations 

Environment Programme’s last global census (2004) for the 

data on the total number of species, over 22% of the 

mammals, 6% of the birds and 10% of the reptiles in India 

are threatened. Being one of the world’s top biodiversity 

hotspots, India has maintained a respectful degree of 

conservation in the past. However, rampant and haphazard 

urbanization and the lack of political will to tackle the 

problem is rapidly eroding India’s natural wealth. 

  

According to Prerna Bindra, former member of the National 

Board for Wildlife, India’s wildlife problem is getting 

exaggerated because of “the fact that we have not taken the 

gravity of wildlife crime on board, and have failed to 

sufficiently empower frontline forest staff, or agencies to 

tackle wildlife crime” and due to “an unprecedented 

pressure on wildlife habitats, which are being lost and 

fragmented due to infrastructure projects, industry, mining, 

expanding urbanization.” In the absence of any data on 

animal trade in India, one can depend on global trends that 

show a dramatic rise. For example, according to the World 

Wildlife Fund, rhino poaching incidents in South Africa 

grew a shocking 7,700% from 13 in 2007 to 1,004 in 2013. 

Meanwhile, India has among the smallest protected areas as 

a percentage of total terrestrial area, and that has hardly 

changed over the last 20 years from 1990 to 2010. Data 

from the United Nations Economic and Social Commission 

for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) confirms this with the 

protected area as a percentage of total terrestrial area at 5%, 

one of the lowest in the world. 

  

What makes matters worse is the fact that adequate 
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protection is not given even to the protected areas. Canals 

and roads crisscross many protected areas, which result in 

forests getting fragmented and this is only going to get 

enhanced as plans of more urban areas materialise. In this 

scenario, Prerna Bindra warns, “Unless the political class 

intervenes now to save India’s threatened species, the 

situation will only become grimmer.” 

  

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/b29g5l2Zo5xAD3a8GjX

49H/Indias-wildlife-crisis.html 

Date accessed: 26.11.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

Cut Carbon Emissions to Zero by 2070: 

UNEP 
(Vishwa Mohan, Economic Times, November 21, 2014) 

  

United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) in its 

annual report asked nations to cut carbon emission to zero 

by 2070 and reduce greenhouse emission to net zero by 

2100. A strict schedule is required by countries to achieve 

this goal. The report sees 2020 as a turnaround year and 

hopes that emission should start declining from 2030 

onwards. 

  

The Emission Gap Report will be crucial as it was launched 

10 days before the Lima Climate talks where the meeting 

will be convened to “negotiate how to reach a global climate 

deal in Paris next year.”  

 

Meanwhile, The Green Climate Fund (GCF) was convened 

in Berlin to raise funds to sponsor environment friendly 

technology in developing countries.  However, the expected 

amount was not raised. 

  

Rich nations often hold developing countries, including 

India, responsible for high emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Thus, the GCF unable to raise expected funds and the 

roadmap provided by the UNEP are likely to become 

matters of great debate.  “On the other hand, the turnaround 

period of 2020 may be flagged by developing countries 

reminding the US and China about their recent deal in the 

context of the former's low target and the latter's late 

peaking year.” 

  

 

 

The report suggests increasing forest cover and using carbon 

capture and storage (CCS) facility to achieve the reduction 

targets. 

  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/45224894.

cms 

Date Accessed: 24.11.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

The National Green Tribunal Issues 

Stringent Directives to Check Pollution 
(Down To Earth, November 27, 2104) 

 

The National Green Tribunal(NGT) admonished the Delhi 

government for increasing air pollution in the national 

capital, while simultaneously criticising the Centre for 

failing to provide any “substantive” action plan to check air 

pollution in the capital. The NGT has issued stringent 

directives in this regard. 

 

The NGT, in its ruling, identified vehicular pollution and 

burning of plastic as chief causes of increase in pollution. 

 

The NGT directives include a ban on vehicles older than 15 

years; prohibition on burning of plastic; regulation on 

parking; implementation of cycle tracks; checking Delhi 

Transport Corporation (DTC) buses for emissions norm 

violations; checks on overloading of trucks and installation 

of automatic weighing machines across the borders; placing 

air purifiers in market places; bypassing of transit traffic and 

community surveillance of violation of pollution laws. 

 

As per World Health Organisation, Delhi became the most 

polluted city in the world after surpassing Beijing in air 

pollution. The national capital has “the highest 

concentration of PM2.5—particulate matters that cause 

serious respiratory problems.”  According to Anumita 

Roychowdhury, head of the Air Pollution Control unit in the 

Centre for Science and Environment, “air pollution is the 

fifth largest killer in India.” 

  

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/ngt-slams-delhi-

government-worsening-air-pollution-gives-directions-curb-

vehicular-emissions 

Date Accessed: 27.11.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 
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Odisha Wakes up to Organic Farming 
(The New Indian Express, November 23, 2014) 
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GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

The agricultural department of the Odisha government has 

proposed formulation of a State Organic Commodity Board 

to facilitate organic farming and trade in organic 

commodities. The move is part of the Organic Farming 

Policy to promote sustainability in the agriculture sector. 

Uttarakhand has a similar organization. 

  

The proposed board will have twin objectives of fostering 

organic farming and initiating research in the field. There 

are proposal to launch a diploma course in organic farming 

to create skilled workforce for the field. The board will also 

give special attention to creating marketing mechanisms for 

organic products. Moreover, it will also monitor selection of 

breeding of seed varieties, integration of animals with the 

cropping systems and introducing biodynamic farming. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Odisha State Organic Certification Agency (OSOCA), 

an arm of the Odisha State Seed and Organic Products 

Certification Agency, will be entrusted with the task of 

certification required for all purposes, except exports.” This 

is to avoid third party certification, which creates 

unnecessary hindrance. OSOCA will have its own testing 

laboratories. 

  

State owned institutional farms would be encouraged to turn 

organic. Special status of ‘primary organic niches’ will be 

given to villages where organic farming is already practiced. 

  

Through such measures the government hopes to increase 

the extent of organic farming in the state. “Organic farming 

though has seen a dip from 95,740 hectare to 69,035 hectare, 

between 2009-10 and 2013-14 in Odisha.” 

  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2014/11/23

/Odisha-Wakes-up-to-Organic-Farming/article2536958.ece 

Date Accessed: 24.11.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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SOCIETY 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 

Muslims, Dalits & Adivasis More than 

Half of Prison Population 
(Subodh Varma, Times of India, November 24, 2014) 

  

According to an official report on prisons released in 

November, 2014, three of the most vulnerable sections of 

Indian society namely Muslims, Dalits and Adivasis — 

make up more than half of India's prison population. 

‘’Although, the proportion of these three communities in 

India adds up to about 39%, their share amongst prisoners is 

considerably higher at 53%.” A disturbing trend has 

appeared wherein the proportion of these sections is notably 

higher in prisons than it is in India’s population. Prison 

statistics are published annually by the National Crime 

Records Bureau since 1995, with caste breakup available 

since 1999. 

  

India had 4.2 lakh people in prison in 2013. Although the 

share of Muslims in India's population is about 13% 

according to Census 2001, nearly 20% of the prisoners were 

Muslims. Religion-wise data from Census 2011 is yet to be 

released but it is unlikely to be much different. Similarly, 

Dalits make up 22% of prisoners though their proportion in 

population is about 17% according to Census 2011. The 

trend applies even to adivasis as they make up 11% of 

prisoners, while their share in the general population is 9%. 

  

It is to be noted that these statistics do not imply that people 

from these section commit more crimes. It only represents 

that because of being economically and socially under-

privileged, they are unable to fight costly cases or often even 

fail to pay for bail. Often, these communities are targeted 

with false cases. Rajinder Sachar, former chief justice of 

Delhi high court, who headed the committee that brought 

out a report on the condition of Muslim community in India 

in 2006, pointed out that there had been several cases of 

Muslim youths being acquitted after years in prison. These 

facts point to the inherent communal and casteist bias 

present in the system. The proportions of Muslims, dalits 

and adivasis have remained practically unchanged over the 

past 15 years indicating a systemic problem that needs to be 

addressed. 

  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Muslims-dalits-

and-tribals-make-up-53-of-all-prisoners-in-

India/articleshow/45253329.cms? 

Date Accessed: 24.11.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

Illegal Fishermen Endanger World's 

Most Isolated Tribe 
(Ecologist, November 20,

 
2014) 

  

There is a rising fear that illegal fishing may harm the 

Sentinelese tribe of Andaman Island on the Bay of Bengal. 

This was after Indian coast guards caught seven men fishing 

near the 72 square kilometre North Sentinel Island earlier 

this month. One man was also caught on the shore of the 

Island. 

  

Numbered between 40 and 200, the tribe has been described 

by Survival International as the most vulnerable community 

on the planet. The tribe has rejected any contact with the 

outside world and because of their isolation they “have no 

immunity to common diseases such as flu and measles and 

the chances of them being wiped out by an epidemic are 

very high.” They are the only tribe left that lives wholly and 

independently in Andaman Island. Evidence shows that they 

do not practice any form of agriculture. 

  

Survival International has also been advocating securing the 

Jarwaha tribe, living in the island north of the Sentinelese. 

Jarwahas are subject to the human safaris and tourist who 

pass through their forests. Poachers are also a threat to their 

survival. Recently, a case of a Jarwaha women being 

sexually abused was also reported. 

  

Other tribes that live in the region include the Great 

Andamanese and Onge. These tribes have been living here 

for the past 55,000 years. They are self-sufficient and have 

complete knowledge of plants and animal species in their 

forest. If not protected from outsiders they may face 

extinction. Four years back, the last member of the Bo tribe 

passed away eliminating all traces of a tribal community 

from the islands. 

 

http://www.theecologist.org/News/news_round_up/2643818

/illegal_fishermen_endanger_worlds_most_isolated_tribe.ht

ml 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

REGIONALISM 
 

New Government in J&K to Face Major 

Challenges 
(The Tribune, November 24, 2014) 

  
The new government in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) will 

face major challenges with the state lagging behind in key 
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economic indicators. The revenue deficit of the state in the 

last fiscal increased to over 5% as compared to the financial 

year of 2011-12. Even though the growth rate of J&K is 6.6 

%, the state is falling behind in various sectors. The new 

government will need to work towards rehabilitation of 12.5 

lakh flood-hit families and rebuilding damaged 

infrastructure. 

  
Fiscal deficit on rise 

J&K faced a deficit of Rs 2,975 crore for the 2012-13 fiscal. 

J&K failed to maintain the fiscal deficit at 4.7% during the 

financial years 2011-12 and 2012-13. Fiscal deficit 

constituted 5.9% despite deferring the payment of Rs. 3,386 

crore following revisions in pay and pensions following Six 

Pay Commission. 

  

Low on energy 

J&K has the lowest efficiency in energy management with 

only 35.94% energy output achieved in 2012-13 while the 

rest was lost during transmission and distribution. J&K State 

Power Development Corporation Limited operates about 21 

power projects in the state but fails to follow standard 

operating procedures for energy accounting. 

  

Water shortage 

75% of centrally-sponsored drinking water supply schemes 

are incomplete while 1,405 schemes under the National 

Rural Drinking Water Programme are yet to be taken up. 

  

Foodgrain shortfall 

“The state’s total foodgrain production is about 18 lakh 

metric tonne against the required 23 lakh metric tonne. 

Thousands of families living in Kishtwar, Bhaderwah, 

Warwan, Poonch, Rajouri and Doda in the Jammu region 

and Kupwara, Handwara, Anantnag in Kashmir valley have 

been facing shortage of ration.” 

  

Ailing health sector 

The devastating floods have damaged sophisticated 

diagnostic equipment worth Rs 200 crore especially in 

Srinagar. Moreover, the health department is “facing 

shortage of around 1,300 doctors, 3,330 paramedics and 

nurses.” 

 

http://www.tribuneindia.com/2014/20141124/j&k.htm#1 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Centre Unsure Whether Rajasthan 

Followed International Norms for 

Initiating Labour Reforms 
(Indian Express, November 27, 2014) 

 

The Centre expressed doubts whether Rajasthan initiated 

labour reforms while conforming to international norm of 

consulting with trade unions. Labour Minister , Bandaru 

Dattatreya said in Lok Sabha, “It is also not clear whether 

tripartite consultations have taken place as required under 

ILO Convention 144.” 

  

Convention 144 of the International Labour Organisation 

(ILO), which India ratified in 1978, states that nations must 

“ensure effective consultations … between representatives 

of the government, of employers and of workers.” 

  

According to a Rajasthan government official, tripartite 

consultations with the trade unions did occur; however, he 

added that the trade unions represented only 5% of the 

labour force and not all workers. AK Padmanabhan, 

president of the Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU), said, 

“The Rajasthan government did not have any consultations 

with the trade unions … and neither has the Centre called us 

for any discussions.” 

  

The Rajasthan government, led by Chief Minister Vasundra 

Raje, was the first government that enacted amendments to 

Industrial Disputes Act, Factories Act and Contract Labour 

Act. 

  

http://indianexpress.com/article/business/business-

others/centre-raises-doubts-over-rajasthan-labour-reforms/ 

Date Accessed: 27.11.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

http://www.tribuneindia.com/2014/20141124/j&k.htm#1
http://indianexpress.com/article/business/business-others/centre-raises-doubts-over-rajasthan-labour-reforms/
http://indianexpress.com/article/business/business-others/centre-raises-doubts-over-rajasthan-labour-reforms/
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China’s Hydroelectric Dam on 

Brahmaputra Puts India in Fears of 

Flash Floods 
(Saibal Dasgupta, The Economic Times, November 24, 

2014) 

  

This article is regarding China’s recent announcement of its 

completion of a major hydropower dam on the Brahmaputra 

river, called Yarlung Zangbo, in Tibet. This translates into 

increased fears for India and Bangladesh regarding flash 

floods and related incidents like landslides risking the lives 

of millions of people downstream. 

 

India has repeatedly voiced its concerns over buildings dams 

on the Brahmaputra in upstream areas in Tibet. While China 

maintained that its construction was restricted to run-off-the-

river dams for electricity which posed little danger, India is 

now faced with the completion of the construction of this 

massive project that will alter the river’s flow into 

Arunachal Pradesh and other north eastern regions of the 

nation. The first section of Tibet’s largest hydropower plant 

has been completed and five other sections are due for 

completion by no later than next year. Zangmu is one of the 

five projects planned on the Brahmaputra to generate a total 

of 2,000MW of hydro power. 

  

Environmentalists have already expressed concern over the 

need to unsettle the fragile ecology in the Tibetan region. 

This region has little need for additional electricity because 

of the low industrialization. India has recently said that it 

will commission extensive studies to study the impact of 

dam building along with behavioural changes in the 

Brahmaputra. However, such delayed studies will barely be 

of any significance in the face of China building four more 

dams on the river. 

  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-

nation/China-builds-hydroelectric-dam-on-Brahmaputra-in-

Tibet-India-fears-flash-floods/articleshow/45254366.cms 

Date Accessed: 24.11.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

BCIM  Economic Corridor Beneficial 

for North-East Economy,  Says Survey 
(Deccan Chronicle, November 25, 2014) 

  

Centre for Environment Social and Policy Research 

(CESPR) in its survey found out that the BCIM (Bangladesh 

China India Myanmar) corridor will have positive economic 

impact on the economy of the Northeast India. “The 

respondents were drawn from political parties, bureaucracy, 

academia and media covering all the seven states of the 

region - Assam, Tripura, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and 

Arunachal Pradesh, who expressed their views on a 15-

question format.” 

  

As per the survey, 89% believed that the corridor could help 

the economy while 84% cent believed that its economic 

benefit could curb insurgencies. 

  

BCIM is the first expressway connecting the four countries. 

Linking air, food and water in the regions it is likely to 

cover 1.65 million square kilometer. 

  

Its impact on bilateral relations will be crucial. The survey 

shows that 85% believe it to be an effective multilateral 

forum. Moreover, most respondent do not feel that China 

will misuse the corridor. On the contrary, 88% respondent 

reported that it could be a means to deal with security issues 

of drug and weapon smuggling. 

  

Shobhit Deva, coordinator CESPR, noted that the corridor 

will bring tourism and thus many regions in North East are 

keen on having the corridor pass through their region. 86% 

people have reported that India should agree to the opening 

of the corridor. 

  

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/141125/nation-current-

affairs/article/‘bcim-economic-corridor-beneficial-north-

eastern-regions 

Date Accessed: 26.11.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

AMERICA 
 

US Immigration Reforms to Benefit 

Thousands of Indians 
(The Tribune, November 22, 2014) 

  
United States President Barack Obama unveiled sweeping 

immigration reforms that could benefit thousands of Indians 

living in the US. India is the fourth ranking source of 

unauthorised immigrants in the US with 4, 50,000 Indian 

living in the US without papers. 

 

The reforms will help highly skilled immigrants to live and 

work in the US without the fear of deportation. Indians held 

nearly two-thirds of the total work permits for skilled 

workers in 2012. This is good news for Indian techies 
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seeking Green Card in the US. 

 

The reforms however, do not cover people who have 

illegally entered US during recent times. It also does not 

“grant citizenship, the right to stay in the US permanently, 

or offer the same benefits that US citizens receive.” 

 

“Obama’s action will receive strong pushback from the 

Republican Party, which will control both houses of 

Congress in January.” 

 

http://www.tribuneindia.com/2014/20141122/main1.htm 
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