
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 | P a g e          RGIC Policy Watch is meant for private circulation only.  

  

 

   RGICS      POLICY WATCH 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

     Volume : 3, Issue- 16                                      Date : 24-11-2014 

EDITORIAL 
 

 

 

 

 

Our readers may have noticed that Policy Watch has been constantly evolving in terms of its 

content and presentation. This is reflective of our endeavour to make Policy watch relevant 

and interesting for our readers. Keeping with this trend, starting from this issue, there will 

be an added feature in Policy Watch- an editorial. The editorial will introduce the cover 

story and also highlight some of the policy initiatives included in the issue.  

 

The cover story gives you a detailed perspective on a current policy issue. For this issue of 

Policy watch, the cover story focuses on certain aspects of the population control policy of 

India. It is predicted that by 2030 India will the most populous countries in the world. The 

burgeoning population of India has been both an asset and a problem. While many 

developed nations are struggling with an aging population and lack of human resources, 

India has a young population which can be engaged in building up the nation. However, 

unchecked population growth can lead to a pressure on scarce and limited resources like 

land and water. In 1952 when India introduced a national policy on population, it was one of 

the first countries to do so. Over the years, since Independence, successive governments have 

introduced several population control measures and polices. Some of the approaches 

adopted by family planning clinics, medical termination of pregnancy, increasing age of 

marriage of women and increased research on contraception. In all this, one point that has 

been constant is the focus on women in population control. Be it- contraception, sterilization, 

abortion – the focus is on women. The cover story is an attempt to challenge this view point 

and make a case for men to be an active participant of any policy on population control. 

 

Some of the top policy articles which may be of interest to our readers are: the politics 

behind the J&K flood rehabilitation, the fight for rights and dignity of the sex workers, 

implications of replacing ‘caste’ with ‘social origin’.  

 

Hope you enjoy reading this issue. We look forward to your comments and feedback.  

 

 

 

Dr. Sushree Panigrahi 

Fellow, RGICS  
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Women’s Autonomy and Demography: Women who pay the price for 

population control 
 

“Giving women in developing countries access to family planning information and contraceptives is transformative. It not only 

allows women and girls the opportunity to lead healthier, more productive lives but it’s one of the best investments a country can 

make in its future. Access to family planning information and contraceptives can change lives. Every woman and girl deserves the 

chance to determine her own future”- Melinda Gates 

 

Prevelance of female sterilisation over male sterilisation  

India is one of the first countries in the world to have 

formulated family planning programmes. Family planning 

programmes like mass sterilisation in India were 

introduced in response to the booming population . 

However it is female sterilisation (tubectomy) which has 

always been prevalent over male sterilisation (vasectomy) 

or other contraceptive methods. 

 

Recently, in one of the worst medical disasters in India’s 

history, many women lost their lives in a mass 

sterilisation camp organised in Chhattisgarh. Family 

members of the victims have reported how women were 

pressurised to undergo sterilisation. Mahesh, brother-in-

law of one casualty, told the Indian Express newspaper, 

“They [health workers] said nothing would happen, it was 

a minor operation. They herded them like cattle.” The 

husband of one of the victims described how his wife was 

offered money equal to wages of ten working days for the 

surgery and assured that she would be home by the 

evening and physically fit to continue work in two days.  

 

However, this is not one of the rare cases where mass sterilisation camp has killed women. Between 2003 and 2012, as estimated 

by various reports, thousands of women died in sterilisation camps.  The states in India where maximum deaths have occurred as a 

result of such camps include Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.  

 

Violating all medical guidelines, sterilisation camps like the one in Chhattisgarh and others are often found to have used 

contaminated medicines, rusted surgical equipments and unhygienic environment. Guidelines which set the maximum limit of 

surgeries to 30 a day, have often been ignored by doctors in sterilisation camps, were the operations outnumber the limit. The 

cause of such tragedies can be related to sheer medical negligence, apathy of doctors towards patients, poor state of health services 

in India and above all violation of women’s rights over their bodies. 

 

The District Level Household and Facility Survey (DLHS)  in 2007–08 revealed that over 35 per cent of married women in  the 

the reproductive age group ( 15–49 years) had undergone tubectomy, as against 1 per cent of men who have undergone 

vasectomy. A huge gap between the prevalence of female sterilisation and male sterilisation in India is also evident from the data 

collected by the UN in 2011 (Figure 1).   

 
In this light, it is important to comprehend the relationship between family planning in India and female sterilisation. This cover 

story looks at the target oriented, incentive driven family planning programmes in India that put the responsibility of family 

planning on women, without informed choice and right to make decisions. As a result, it is women who are always denied to plan 

a family – either by forced family planning or spacing of children. 

 

Figure 1 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/nov/14/india-sterilisation-deaths-rat-poison-linked-tests
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No choice for women: Social pressure, national targets  

The DLHS data in 2012-13 have also indicated State Governments preference on female sterilisation over other contraceptive 

methods in India’s family planning programmes. For example, in Andhra Pradesh, during 2007-2008 and 2002-2013, 60 and 63 

per cent women in the fertile age range had been operated 

respectively. However, during the same period, the number of 

men who underwent sterilisation, came down from 4 to 2 per 

cent. A similar trend was observed in Maharashtra where the 

percentage of women who underwent sterilisation increased 

from 52 to 54 percent, while the corresponding figure for men 

dropped from 3 to 1 percent. A substantial difference in the 

numbers of tubectomies and vasectomies was witnessed 

across the country (Table 1).  

 

Tubectomy or female sterilisation, an irreversible method of 

birth control is considered to be a more complex procedure 

than vasectomy or male sterilisation. A woman who 

undergoes tubectomy is more susceptible to complications 

since it involves a major abdominal surgery. In contrast, 

vasectomy does not require any major surgery. Logically the 

latter should have been a more popular and acceptable form 

of contraception. But as already proved by incidences and 

numbers, it is tubectomy which is a more accepted form of contraception in India.  

 

This trend can be traced to the deep rooted social belief that the primary role of women is that of  reproduction and child rearing. 

Instead of looking at family planning as a responsibility of both men and women, family planning programmes in India have been 

directed at women by and large. “Where is the choice for women?” asks Poonam Muttreja, executive director of the Population 

Foundation of India. “Women don’t have options, so they end up getting sterilised.” 

 

Added to this there is a tremendous social stigma attached to male sterilisation. Along with the fear of impotency, physical 

weakness, “it becomes a question of manhood”, says Rukmini, a District Reproductive and Child Health (RCH) Officer from 

Karnataka. “Unfortunately social stigma nearly always ensures the fairer sex is the subjugated lot…………….where women are 

more likely to go under the knife rather than men.” (The Hindu) 

 

In a patriarchal society, women usually have little autonomy within and outside the household; they also have limited control and 

no voice over their own reproductive and contraceptive choices. Hence they are always made easy targets of family planning 

programmes. For most women, sterilisation is not a choice, it is a diktat. Thus women are forced to undergo sterilisation, 

sometimes without their knowledge or opportunity to provide consent. According to the DHLS 2007-08, 40 per cent of women 

who got operated across India were illiterate. When women are poor and uneducated, they are more vulnerable, and are easily 

persuaded to accept the painful and irreversible contraceptive method through financial or other incentives. They are forced to 

undergo sterilisation either by authorities responsible for family planning programmes or by family members who are in need of 

monetary benefits. Women are convinced to undergo surgeries by luring them with cash incentives. “The husband of a Baiga tribe 

woman who died after undergoing tubectomy at a government-organised sterilisation camp in Bilaspur district alleged that health 

workers put pressure on them and also held out a promise of money for consenting to the operation.” (India Today) This is 

nothing but grave violation of women’s rights. 

 

In 2012-13, the District Level Household and Facility Survey highlighted poor quality family planning services which were 

offered to women. Women were not informed about the side-effects of sterilisation or about other methods of contraception. Even 

where women were counseled, the staff strategically refrained from giving adequate and correct information. For example, in 

Maharashtra, only 17 per cent of the women were told about the side-effects, while in Punjab and Haryana only 14 per cent and 11 

per cent women respectively were given any information related to other methods of contraception. Hence majority of these 

women could not have provided "informed consent" due to lack of awareness and knowledge.  

 

States Female 

Sterilisation 

Male 

Sterilisation 

Total 

Sterilisation 

Bihar 400,294 2,443 402,737 

Madhya 

Pradesh 

343,442 6,378 349,820 

Karnataka 300,620 8,867 308,909 

Rajasthan 285,767 3,481 289,248 

Uttar 

Pradesh 

256,591 16,243 272,834 

Tamil Nadu 253,516 1,182 254,698 

Gujarat 242,368 1,792 244,160 

West Bengal 202,739 5,871 208,610 

Chhattisgarh 

 

121,887 4,344 126,231 

 

Table 1, Source: Annual Report 2012-13, Ministry of Health and 

Family Welfare  
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“The government of India denies that there are targets but they’re clearly set and when it goes down to the district or village level 

that’s a real problem. Extreme pressure is the crux of the problem,” says Sona Sharma, joint director for advocacy at the New  

Delhi-based Population Foundation of India. For years, doctors and human rights workers have alleged that targets exist, leading 

to inevitable pressure on service providers to get large number of sterilisations done. Senior officials sometimes threaten health 

workers of reducing remuneration or suspending them from work. “Health workers who miss sterilisation targets because they 

give proper counseling and accurate information about contraception risk losing their jobs in many parts of the country,” said 

Aruna Kashyap, women’s rights researcher at Human Rights Watch. 

 

To achieve the desired target, in some districts, more than the prescribed numbers of tubectomies are performed single handedly 

by a medical practitioner in unhygienic and inappropriate conditions. As a perk, compensation is given to service providers as 

well as acceptors of sterilisation. Unofficially material benefits are also given to health workers and agencies organising 

sterilisation camps.  In 2011, service providers in Rajasthan were reported to have been offered motorcycles, television sets, even 

Tata Nano cars.  

 

Reproduction and contraception is for women: the social perception  

In a study carried out in central India about the men’s perception of contraception, it was found out “Men viewed "family 

planning" as synonymous with female sterilization, whereas 

they saw "contraception" as referring to spacing methods, 

knowledge of which was limited. Thirty-four percent of men 

reported that their wives had been sterilized; 79% of men who 

did not rely on any permanent method said they wanted their 

wives to be sterilized. In focus group discussions, most men 

reported themselves as their family's sole decision maker about 

reproductive health.” (Male Perceptions on Female Sterilization: 

A Community-Based Study in Rural Central India by Arundhati 

Char, Minna Saavala and Teija Kulmala). 

 

Female sterilisation being dominant, use of other spacing 

methods like Intrauterine Device (IUDs), condoms  are limited,  

despite the fact that there is a high unmet need in spacing. 

According to DLHS III, all the spacing methods together 

account for just 25.5 per cent of the current contraceptive use, 

compared to female & male sterilisations which account to 75.5 per cent. 

(Figure 2) 

 

Social and cultural acceptability of female contraceptives over male contraceptives have also set a high competitive bar on 

pharmaceutical industry and research that is prepared to invest more on the former than the latter. According to RH Reality Check 

(a daily publication providing news, commentary and analysis on sexual and reproductive health and justice issues) “research on 

male contraception is 50 years behind research on female contraception.” 

 

Need to re-look at nation level population programmes from women’s perspective 
It is a common perception shared by society that reproduction, and therefore contraception, is the responsibility of a woman. 

Despite all talks of empowering women and their reproductive autonomy, the right to choose whether to have children or not and 

the freedom to choose the methods of fertility management, based on access to proper information, has been largely denied to 

them. This gets translated in the family planning programmes and practices as well. It is sad that it is only by the death of several 

women in a botched up attempt at sterilisation that the whole issue has been bought to the fore. 

 

It is time for the nation to understand that fundamental to the success of any family planning programme is the enhancement of 

women’s freedom and it should involve both men and women in its population stabilisation goal. More men should be involved in 

family planning pogrammes “not as targets for vasectomy but as partners within a gender-equality paradigm,” says Dr Abhijeet 

Das, Director of CHSJ and an assistant professor at the Department of Global Health, University of Washington.  

 

 

Figure 2, Source: Annual Report 2012-13, 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
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The need of the hour is to look at India’s population programmes from the perspective of the women who are forced to suffer i ts 

consequences. In addition, there is an urgent need to improve public health services in India, make doctors and health agencies 

more accountable and eliminate coercive family planning porgrammes, to ensure that women in Chhattisgarh or any other place 

do not become victims of faulty sterilisation drive! 
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74% Accounts under Jan Dhan 

Yojana Hold Zero Balance 
(Business Today, November 19, 2014) 

  

The government deposited Rs 5400 crore in accounts under 

the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY). However, 

out of 7.1 crore accounts opened under the PMJDY at least 

5.3 crore accounts hold ‘zero balance’. 

  

Less than three months after its launch, PMJDY has 

achieved its target of opening 75.16 million bank accounts, 

well ahead of the deadline on January 26, 2015. While the 

finance ministry claims success in implementing the 

projects, its own data reveals about 74 per cent of the 

accounts have no money. 

  

PMJDY aims to boost financial inclusion by ensuring access 

to financial services. "In the name of financial inclusion, the 

government has created more problems for the poor," said a 

manager of the SBI branch in Alwar. Since August 28, the 

day the project was flagged off, the account holders make 

regular visits to their branch, often skipping their daily 

wages to find their account balance remain unchanged. 

Furthermore, only 58 per cent of the account holders have 

been provided with RuPay debit cards as per the scheme. 

  

Independent bankers from four separate banks claimed that 

people had opened multiple accounts under the scheme 

adding to the problem of dormant accounts. 

  

Banks realise that it does not make economic sense for them 

to operate these accounts. The banks “had to incur a basic 

minimum cost of at least Rs 200 on opening each account, if 

not more. This went into issuing a passbook, a RuPay card, 

mailing the PIN, etc, apart from the manpower cost of 

dealing with customers. This totals roughly Rs 1,500 crore 

in cost for banks in just opening the accounts.” 

  

Aman Agarwal, professor at the Indian Institute of Finance, 

said that the scheme intended to bring substantial savings 

from unbanked regions to the banking sector. However, he 

agrees that rural areas lack the substantial infrastructure to 

facilitate banking. "Perhaps mobilising the Post Office 

network is the best solution, he said." Read more: 

http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/jan-dhan-yojana-

financial-inclusion-zero-balance-in-accounts/1/212500.html 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/is-

jan-dhan-really-a-success-114111900034_1.html 

Date Accessed: 19.11.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

Government puts Industrial 

Interest Ahead of India’s Poor 
(Paranjoy Guha Thakurta, Deccan Chronicle, November 

18, 2014) 

 

The article, of which a summary has been presented here, 

argues how the government has played into the hands of 

American pharmaceutical giants and what can be its 

consequences for Indian consumers. 

 

The rollback of guidelines issued by the National 

Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) in May states, 

“The guidelines, issued under the Drug Price Control Order, 

2012, gave the NPPA the power to fix prices of even those 

drugs that were not on the national list of essential 

medicines. Using these guidelines, in July, the NPPA had 

capped the prices of 108 medicines — most of them for 

cardiac diseases and diabetes, two very widespread ailments 

in India.” Two months later the government ordered the 

authority to revoke these guidelines. Though the cap still 

remains the government’s move ensured that the NPPA can 

no longer take such an action to guard the “interest of 

consumers”. 

 

The US-India joint statement issued at the end of prime 

minister’s visit to the US mentioned establishing “an annual 

““high-level intellectual property working group” which 

would have “appropriate decision-making and technical-

level meetings as part of the Trade Policy Forum””. It is also 

being suspected that American lobbyists will get to meet 

judges who deal with Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) 

issues at this forum. Many US experts have warned India 

against how American administration could use the trade 

forums to push for tougher patent protection measures in 

India. India may also be led to “liberalise drug patents and 

to block or restrain the use of compulsory licensing.” 

“Compulsory licensing is when the government of a country 

allows a company to produce a patented pharmaceutical 

product or use a manufacturing process without the consent 

of the patent owner.” 

 

The central government’s current chief economic adviser 

Arvind Subramanian in the ministry of finance advised the 

US government this year to raise a dispute with India in 

WTO over pharmaceutical patents. He has also spoken 

against Indian patent laws which prevent “frivolous 

patenting” and patent extensions by making minor changes 

to a drug to claim the discovery of an entirely new one. 

These recommendations were part of a written testimony 

where he also said ““India could consider eliminating the 

additional efficacy requirement for patentability in Section 
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3(d) of its patent law” and that “India could commit to a stay 

on government-initiated compulsory licenses”. Both these 

recommendations align closely with the demands of the US 

pharmaceutical industry.” 

 

Similar anti-poor measures have been replicated by the 

Rajasthan government which is headed by Chief Minister 

Vasundhara Raje. The state government has decided to scale 

down the free medicines and diagnostics scheme titled 

Mukhyamantri Nishulk Dava Yojna. The scheme was 

started congress government in 2011 and received good 

response from across the state. The state government plans 

to now make it more targets oriented, which in turn would 

disrupt its “universal” goal of providing free medicines to 

the poor.   

All these moves are sure to increase the costs of drugs for 

Indian consumers and manufacturers. The government’s 

anti-poor stance is visible here, for if these changes are 

implemented it would cost more to the manufacturers to 

manufacture essential drugs in India or elsewhere. This is in 

direct opposition to the governments purported ‘Make in 

India’ policy. Read more: 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/141118/commentary-op-

ed/article/made-big-pharma 

Date Accessed: 20.11.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 
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Macro Economic Dimension of India: Inflation Rates 

for the Month of October, 2014 
General Inflation Rates in Indian States: October 2014 (%) 

 

States Rural Urban General 

All India 5.60 5.55 5.60 

Northern Region    

Jammu & Kashmir 4.83 8.07 5.22 

Himachal Pradesh 5.98 4.78 5.77 

Punjab 5.60 5.21 5.44 

Chandigarh 3.67 5.66 5.80 

Uttarakhand 6.60 4.07 5.71 

Haryana 4.85 5.58 5.07 

Delhi 1.97 4.34 4.19 

Uttar Pradesh 6.68 6.27 6.59 

Western Region    

Rajasthan 6.62 5.23 6.09 

Gujarat 4.73 4.17 4.22 

Maharashtra 4.89 5.12 5.06 

Goa 7.83 5.59 6.68 

Lakshadweep 8.48 6.69 7.50 

Daman & Die 6.81 6.24 6.58 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli 1.83 2.07 1.89 

Central Region    

Madhya Pradesh 3.90 4.84 4.34 

Chattishgarh 4.46 5.04 4.67 

Southern Region    

Andhra Pradesh 3.70 5.51 4.37 

Karnakata 4.03 7.81 5.89 

Kerala 7.57 8.48 7.83 

Tamil Nadu 4.34 5.73 5.10 

Puducherry 5.41 5.58 5.54 

Andaman & Nicobar Island 8.35 3.73 6.20 

Northeastern Region    

Arunachal Pradesh 6.81   

Assam 6.41 7.96 6.47 

Manipur 1.56 5.96 3.08 

Meghalaya 15.28 10.09 14.14 

Mizoram 7.46 5.88 6.60 

Nagaland 13.72 7.33 11.13 

Tripura 10.99 10.46 10.85 

Sikkim 7.14 7.82 7.32 

Eastern Region    

Bihar 7.37 6.24 6.98 

Jharkhand 2.49 5.86 3.61 

West Bengal 4.83 5.52 5.18 

Odisha 9.83 7.37 9.03 

 

Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index (CPI) data of MOSPI. 

There is one month time lag in CPI data (New Series 2010=100) provided by MOSPI, Government of India. 

All – India Inflation rate has come 

down from 7.86% in the month of 

August to 6.46% in the month of 

September 2014 along with its 

rural and urban decline. Amongst 

the states also the inflation rate has 

come down except for few states 

like Kerala, where its rural and 

combined rates have gone high 

from its previous month. Similarly 

in Odisha and Gujarat, the 

combined inflation rate has gone 

high from  the previous month.  

For the month of September, 

Meghalaya has seen highest 

inflation with 14.30% and Andhra 

Pradesh has see lowest inflation 

with 4. 
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Jammu & Kashmir and 

Jharkhand: Two States with 

Slipping Economies 
(Subodh Varma, The Times of India, November 19, 2014) 

  

Jammu & Kashmir and Jharkhand are both poised to go to 

polls; this article provides an insight into the degeneration of 

their economies. Though the states are widely different in 

their geographical endowments, both have seen spending on 

education, health and other social sectors has decline in the 

past 14 years. While, for all states put together, spending on 

social sectors of total spend by the state government, 

between 2001 and 2013 increased from 35% to 41% - the 

same in Jharkhand declined from 47% to 44%. Even in 

J&K, it declined from 29% to 26%. 

  

Either the local Jharkhand Mukti Morcha or the BJP have 

ruled Jharkhand since its formation in 2000.  Spending on 

education dipped in Jharkhand from 16.2% to 15.9% while 

spending on health declined from 4.9% to 3.6%. According 

to Census 2011, Jharkhand has a literacy rate of 67%, the 

fourth lowest in the country with a drop-out rate of nearly 

70% between Class 1 and Class 10. In J&K, government 

spending on education declined from 11.6% to 10.5% while 

health spending dipped from 5.5% to 5.2%. J&K has the 

sixth lowest literacy rate in India, at 69% with a 44% drop-

out rate.  Meanwhile, the debt of these two states has gone 

up. In Jharkhand, liabilities increased from 20.4% to 21.1% 

of GSDP while in J&K it went up from 48% to 52%. 

  

The average contribution of own tax revenue for states in 

India is 50% of total revenue. In contrast, only 30% of 

Jharkhand's revenue came from taxes while in J&K only 

20% of its revenue came from state taxes. Meanwhile, 

central grants suffice for major parts of the revenue in the 

two states. The neglect of education and health comes is 

even more alarming against a healthy statistic of the Gross 

State Domestic Product (GSDP) — the value of all goods 

and services produced within the state. It has increased at a 

healthy 8% in Jharkhand and 6.6% in J&K. Lack of 

development has led to the formation of “security” problems 

in the states, which in turn now hampers development. This 

vicious cycle needs to be broken in a way so as to make the 

states independent economically. Read more:  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/JK-and-Jharkhand-

A-tale-of-two-states-where-economy-is-in-slide-

show/articleshow/45199368.cms 

Date Accessed: 19.11.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

 

 

India Worst Again in Slavery 

Index, 14.3million Enslaved in 

Country 
(Hindustan Times, November 17, 2014) 

  

The Walk Free Foundation, an Australia-based human rights 

group, estimated in its inaugural slavery index last year that 

29.8 million people were born into servitude, trafficked for 

sex work, trapped in debt bondage or exploited for forced 

labour. The index defines slavery as the control or 

possession of people in such a way as to deprive them of 

their freedom with the intention of exploiting them for profit 

or sex, usually through violence, coercion or deception. The 

definition includes indentured servitude, forced marriage 

and the abduction of children to serve in wars. 

 

For the second year, the index of 167 countries found India 

had by far the greatest number of slaves. Up to 14.3 million 

people in its population of 1.25 billion were victims of 

slavery, ranging from prostitution to bonded labour. The 

tiny Gulf state of Qatar, ranked fourth, relies heavily on 

migrants to build its mega-projects. It has come under 

scrutiny by rights groups over its treatment of migrant 

workers, most from Asia, who come to toil on construction 

sites, oil projects or work as domestic help. The next highest 

prevalence rates were found in India, Pakistan, Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Sudan, Syria and Central African 

Republic. 

 

For the first time, the index rated governments on their 

response to slavery. Every country in the world apart from 

North Korea has laws that criminalise some form of slavery, 

yet most governments could do more to assist victims and 

root out slavery. The report showed that conflict had a direct 

impact on the prevalence of slavery. Read more: 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/nearly-36mn-

people-are-slaves-across-the-globe-india-tops-list-global-

index/article1-1287137.aspx 

Date Accessed:17.11.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

Uttar Pradesh Government 

Cheated of Land Revenue 
(Tehelka, November 22, 2014) 

  

A nexus of real estate developers, district authorities and 

revenue department officials in Uttar Pradesh is evading 

stamp duty and income tax on capital gains as well as land 

revenue by exploiting the loopholes in the Uttar Pradesh 

Zamindari Abolition and Land Reforms (UPZALR) Act, 

1950. 
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 Agricultural land is bought by the racketeers and its usage 

is changed to residential use as per the provisions of 

UPZALR Act. Residential construction is initiated on the 

land and after its completion the land is again registered 

under agricultural use. This ‘agricultural land’ developed for 

residential use is then sold off to buyers. Agricultural land 

only attracts 4 per cent stamp duty while residential land 

attracts at least 7 per cent stamp duty. The racketeers also 

evade the payment of land revenue as agricultural land is 

exempted from its purview. 

  

The Lokayukta sought a sample survey on land use change 

done in the past two years in Gautam Buddh Nagar, 

Lucknow, Agra, Kanpur, Barabanki and Ghaziabad. 

  

Rs 7.15 crore was lost as a result of land evasion in 

Ghaziabad, Rs 3 crore was lost in Kanpur, Rs 4 lakh was 

lost in Agra, and Rs 75 lakh was lost in Barabanki district. 

  

The  government estimated Rs 12,722 crore to be collected 

from the stamps and registration department in 2014-15. The 

total revenue target for the current fiscal is Rs 81,000 crore.   

32 cases were detected in Mathura district regarding misuse 

of the UPZALR Act. No action has been initiated against 

such cases as of now. “The Lokayukta is unable to proceed 

because neither has his office received any complaint nor 

has the state government referred the matter to him for an 

investigation.” Read more: http://www.tehelka.com/uttar-

pradesh-real-estate-stamp-duty-land-revenue-tax-evasion/ 

Date Accessed: 18.11.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

Green Panel Suggests Reducing the 

Role of Inspectors to Ease 

Development 
(Business Standard, November 19, 2014)  
 A high level committee was formed in August to review 

green laws. The panel formed on Tuesday, November 18
th

 

gave its recommendation report to Environment Minister 

Prakash Javadekar. The report suggested reduction of the 

role of inspectors in approving plans and monitoring air and 

water pollution. It suggested measures to preserve the 

environment but at the same time make development much 

easier. 

  

Javadekar, referred suggestions by the committee as a 

"historic" achievement. He further assured that the ministry 

will complete the consultation process by the earliest and 

will move ahead. 

  

Former Cabinet secretary and panel chief T S R 

Subramanian said, “We have tried to reduce inspector raj, 

bring a system where the project proponents makes a 

commitment and they are enforced with the use of science 

and technology. So the environment improves and project 

processes also get improved.” He further added that the 

recommendations are in the area of  air and water pollution, 

where the accountability is low and the systems are not well 

in place. Read more: http://www.business-

standard.com/article/economy-policy/green-panel-suggests-

reducing-the-role-of-inspectors-to-ease-development-

114111900045_1.html 

Date Accessed: 20.11.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 
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BJP-Ruled States Poor Performers in 

Linking Jan Dhan with Aadhaar 
(Sandeep Singh, Indian Express, November 18, 2014) 

  

This article highlights the fact that BJP-ruled states are 

falling behind in linking Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana 

(PMJDY) accounts to Aadhar. This is of grave concern as 

this step of linking the accounts is crucial for direct benefit 

transfers to be enabled for these accounts. Even though 

PMJDY is a flagship programme of the current government, 

BJP-ruled states are among the worst performers in linking 

the accounts to Aadhar. 

  

Among the large states that account for over 10 lakh Jan 

Dhan accounts, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh top the list. 

These states account for 65% or more accounts already 

being linked to the beneficiaries’ Aadhaar details. Except 

Maharashtra, where BJP only recently came to power, no 

BJP-ruled state comes in the Top 5 in the list. In fact, they 

are the worst performers. This is seen as only 9.8% of the 

Jan Dhan accounts were linked with Aadhaar in 

Chhattisgarh. As for Gujarat, a mere 22.1% accounts, 39.6% 

accounts in Rajasthan and 34.3% accounts in Madhya 

Pradesh have been integrated with Aadhar details. Only Goa 

shows a 55% Aadhar seeding. Only numbers of accounts 

opened can be misleading. Uttar Pradesh (1.25 crore) and 

West Bengal (54 lakh) which record highest number of 

accounts opened, the accounts linked to Aadhaar are just 

10.7% and 14.9% respectively. In Bihar, where 47 lakh 

accounts have been opened, the figure is  8.4%. Since its 

August-end launch, over 7.3 crore Jan Dhan accounts have 

been opened, of which 2.3 crore accounts (31.4%) have 

been linked with Aadhaar. 

  

Experts believe that while opening of accounts is good, it is 

the linking to Aadhar that is truly important. This is of 

relevance as ensuring financial inclusion is only one facet of 

the programme. The government envisages “channelling all 

government benefits to the beneficiaries’ accounts and 

pushing the DBT scheme” but it seems to be performing 

poorly on this front. While the Finance Ministry is laying 

stress on the need for everything to be digitised and 

integrated, this linking should be stressed upon further. The 

total number of Aadhaar-linked bank accounts (including 

accounts apart from Jan Dhan accounts) stands at around 9 

crore. However, the Unique Identification Authority of India 

(UIDAI) has issued over 70 crore Aadhaar numbers till date. 

These figures point out the need for greater integration to 

truly meet the goals of the programme, which is missing in 

the government’s implementation so far. Read more:  

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/bjp-ruled-

states-slow-in-linking-jan-dhan-with-aadhaar/ 

Date Accessed: 19.11.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

Skill Development Policy in India Needs 

Reshaping 
(Rishabh Bhandari, Livemint, November 18, 2014) 

  

As the current government seeks to shift economic policy 

focus to the revival of the country’s manufacturing sector 

along with inviting overseas investors to make in India, the 

country remains plagued by fundamental issues requiring 

urgent policy attention and institutional reform. To 

rebalance the economy in the real sense, to promote 

sustainable development and to compete for growth and 

jobs, the growing skills deficit in the Indian workforce needs 

to be appropriately addressed. According to the 11th five-

year plan, only 10% of the Indian workforce has formal 

training in the form of higher education, technical education 

or vocational training. India currently has an annual training 

capacity of 4.3 million, which is less than 20% of the 

industry requirement of skilled workers every year. This is 

alarming in the context of the central government’s target of 

creating a skilled workforce of 500 million by 2022. 

  

The existing institutional structure is extremely complex. 

The government’s own estimates reveal that skill 

development efforts are spread across approximately 20 

separate ministries, and 35 state governments and union 

territories. Even the National Skill Development Agency 

created last year to consolidate efforts predominantly plays a 

coordinator’s role, is under-sourced and is devoid of 

effective powers. Another problem is the inadequacy of 

training mechanism for imparting skills. Estimates suggest 

various publicly funded organizations produce 3.5 million 

trained personnel per annum against the 12.8 million new 

entrants into the workforce each year, and this infrastructure 

is largely public owned. Finally, the focus of vocational 

training in India is often misdirected. While there is ample 

need for training for the casual workers who comprise 90% 

of the labour force, say construction workers, the policy 

focus has prioritized, particularly at state level, information 

technology.. Even the Central government’s findings 

estimate that the construction sector is likely to create over 

six times more jobs than the information technology and 

related services sectors by 2022, but this group is largely 

missed. 

  

The Chinese government has launched specific initiatives at 

the local government-level to train the unskilled uneducated 

migrant labour for sectors like construction. Germany has a 

dual system of work-based and school-based training. In 
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South Korea’s 1990’s efforts to protect the vulnerable 

sections from unemployment, the levy-grant system was 

expanded wherein employers received a rebate for training 

existing employees. Similar initiatives are absent in India. In 

the Indian context, the domestic skill development policy 

needs repair. The institutional setup needs simplification 

with higher investment in training infrastructure and a focus 

on supporting a casual labour force that dominates India. 

This needs to be accompanied with incentives for private 

sector participation. Read more: 

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/LCpv8ZRlEqn0pPNZOi

E42J/Need-to-reboot-the-skill-development-policy-in-

India.html 

Date Accessed: 19.11.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

Push for Aadhaar-Linked Job Scheme 

Wages 
(Basant Kumar Mohanty, The Telegraph, November 15, 

2014) 

  

The government is planning to start transferring payment to 

worker’s accounts via Aadhar to prevent leakages. Workers’ 

accounts will be linked to their Aadhar numbers, thus 

linking account details with biometric details. This way the 

workers can withdraw their wages directly from the bank or 

get it delivered at their doorsteps by banking correspondents 

(BC). 

  

The ‘direct transfer scheme’ will be implemented from 

January next year covering “300 of India’s 625 districts 

where 70 per cent of residents have Aadhaar or National 

Population Registrar (NPR) numbers.” No states from Bihar 

or Assam have made the list, while Odisa and Bengal have 

little representation. There are “37 districts from Madhya 

Pradesh, 27 from Tamil Nadu, 24 from Jharkhand and 20 

from Haryana.” 

  

However, social activists like Nikhil Dey note that direct 

transfer for fuel subsidy has failed in experiment districts 

like Ajmer in Rajasthan. He also points that aadhar system 

cannot become mandatory as Supreme Court has stated that 

Aadhar is voluntary. Moreover, he argues that biometric 

system is not fool proof. 

  

Currently, “36 per cent of the accounts of the 5.5 crore rural 

job scheme workers in the 300 chosen districts are seeded 

with Aadhaar or NPR details”. State governments have been 

asked to start campaigns among workers initiating them to 

seed their account to NPR number. Rural development 

secretary L.C. Goyal stresses the need for a linking of 

accounts by workers. If the linking does not happen, the 

launch of direct transfers could be delayed by a few months. 

Read more:  

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1141116/jsp/nation/story_19

047047.jsp#.VGwzi15tIpE 

Date Accessed: 19.11.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

Centre’s Policies are Hurting Flood 

Victims 
(Salman Soz, tehelka, November 8, 2014) 

 

The floods that struck Jammu and Kashmir almost two 

months caused widespread destruction of infrastructure that 

crippled the state government and left the local economy in 

shreds. In the wake of the disaster Chief Minister of Jammu 

and Kashmir Omar Abdullah publicly acknowledged his 

government’s helplessness. In this situation the central 

government was expected to start massive relief operations 

and provide funding for rehabilitation of the flood victims. 

However, the policy which the centre adopted after the visit 

of the prime minister is proving to be ineffective. 

Government apathy can be fathomed by the fact that the two 

governments have not reached a consensus on the figure of 

estimated losses. This hinders the formation of long term 

rehabilitation and repair programmes. 

 

“This is best exemplified by a lack of consensus on the 

estimated losses suffered by the state two months after the 

disaster. Without such an estimate, a proper long-term 

recovery and reconstruction programme cannot be 

developed.” According to the state government the losses 

amounted to Rs 44,000 crore. But the central government 

has not responded to this figure and has initiated a process to 

verify the estimate. “If the Centre had been more action-

oriented, it would have partnered with the state government 

to produce a joint assessment report.” The government could 

have hired national and international experts to conduct such 

an assessment using internationally accepted methodologies, 

following the example of Uttarakhand, Tamil Nadu and 

Gujarat. 

 

“However, it appears that the Centre has become a victim of 

its own rhetoric and is loath to be seen as asking for 

international help in an era of hyper-nationalism that the 

BJP has created.” Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 

announced similar interim relief packages for Uttarakhand 

after the floods in 2013. A team of international experts was 

invited to study the situation and prepare rapid needs 

assessment in collaboration with local officials. The Centre 

sought the help of World Bank and Asian Development 

Bank to form a long term recovery plan. As a result a plan 

was made to which both the parties agreed. To follow up on 

the plan the centre provided Rs 8,500 crore in relief and 
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reconstruction packages. This also included $400 million 

provided by the World Bank and Asian Development Bank. 

 

However in the case of Kashmir, where the floods were 

even more devastating no such move has been made. The 

Central government has not contacted any international 

agencies to hasten relief operations in the state exemplifying 

its narrow nationalism. The BJP government needs to look 

back at the Gujarat earthquake and Tamil Nadu tsunami 

where international help was readily sought to hasten up the 

relief efforts. 

 

Surprisingly, 18 states are currently receiving financial 

assistance from the World Bank. This includes the state of 

Gujarat as well. “Why nationalism does not prevent other 

states, many of which are more developed than Jammu and 

Kashmir, from receiving such help is a question that the 

Centre and the BJP must answer.” 

 

“We must remember that it is not just money that countries 

need from the World Bank; it is also the expertise that 

comes with the funds. That is why countries such as China 

also work with the World Bank and that is also why India 

signed a three-year $18 billion programme with that 

institution.” 

 

What Jammu and Kashmir needs at the moment is an 

independent and comprehensive assessment that involves 

both state and central government along with civil society 

stakeholders to establish the long term recovery and 

rehabilitation needs. Read more:  

http://www.tehelka.com/centres-policies-hurting-jammu-

kashmir-flood-victims/ 

Date Accessed: 19.11.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan)  

 

Centre yet to Define Rules to Collect Tax 

for Access and Benefit Sharing of 

Biological Resources 
(Jay Mazoomdaar, Indian Express, November 17, 2014) 

 

In August this year the National Biodiversity Authority 

(NBA) finalised the guidelines for Access and Benefit 

Sharing (ABS). It took 6 years and 18 drafts by the authority 

to frame the guidelines. However, the authority is yet to 

form the rules which would allow it to collect the 0.1-1 per 

cent of the ex-factory gross sales of products, from 

companies both domestic and foreign, which use “biological 

resources” and “traditional knowledge”. 

“A conservative estimate by the industry and Ministry of 

Environment and Forests (MoEF) sources puts this loss at 

Rs 20-25,000 crore annually. This money would go to the 

National Biodiversity Fund and to communities from whom 

such resources or knowledge have been accessed by the 

companies.” Many industries including- biotech, 

pharmaceuticals, forestry, herbal, sugar, distilleries, food 

processing, soya, textile, fisheries and sericulture etc use 

biological resources. “Globally, the potential value of 

biological diversity and genetic resources is pegged at 

around US $1 trillion.” 

 

The convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), of which 

India is a signatory, was established in 1992 to facilitate fair 

distribution of revenue generated from using such resources. 

In India even though we have the Biological Diversity Act 

(2002) and the Biological Diversity Rules (2004), the rules 

that establish the share of revenue which companies need to 

share under the act is yet to be established. The tax is sought 

for local communities whose resources are accessed by 

these companies and for biodiversity conservation in the 

ecosystem. 

 

“Subject to last-minute modifications by Environment 

Minister Prakash Javadekar, whose nod is awaited for the 

much-delayed notification, the benefit-sharing slabs for 

domestic companies are 0.1 per cent, 0.2 per cent and 0.5 

per cent on annual ex-factory gross sales of a product, 

depending on if the sales are less than Rs 1 crore, between 

Rs 1-5 crore and above Rs 5 crore, respectively. Foreign 

companies have to pay double the rate — so between 0.2 per 

cent and 1 per cent — in the three slabs.  For bulk exports, 

benefit-sharing will be 3-5 per cent of the total Free on 

Board value of resources. For different categories of transfer 

of research and Intellectual Property Rights, benefit-sharing 

ranges from 0.5-5 per cent.” 

 

The ABS guidelines prepared by an NBA expert group have 

provided benefit sharing in both monetary and non-

monetary modes. According to a member of the NBA panel 

the slabs “allows lowest rates for innovations based on 

research in agro-bio resources that are likely to benefit the 

farmer.” The guidelines would be reviewed every five years 

and the benefits would go to National Biodiversity Fund. 

The Biodiversity Act makes it mandatory for foreign 

companies to gain the approval of the NBA to access 

“biological resources” and “traditional knowledge”. 

Domestic companies are exempt from this, but are needed to 

inform the respective state biodiversity board. However 

companies and state biodiversity boards have not followed 

the provisions for the lack of guidelines. “The NBA itself 

has collected only Rs 42 lakh under benefit-sharing since it 

was set up in 2003.” 

 

In 2013 various companies approached the NGT against the 

Madhya Pradesh biodiversity board when it issued notices 

for benefit sharing. The main argument was that no other 

state was enacting the ABS provisions. The MOEF and the 
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NBA missed many deadlines to notify guidelines. One 

reason can be the pressure exerted by industrial lobbies on 

the government to hold back guidelines. 

 

“Both Javadekar and Hem Pande, MoEF additional 

secretary who holds temporary charge as NBA chairman, 

refused to explain the delay. The NBA lacks a chairman 

currently. The last chairman Balakrishna Pasupati was 

forced to resign. Read more:  

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/centre-

sits-on-royalty-slabs-for-bio-resources-loses-rs-25000-cr-a-

year/99/ 

Date Accessed: 19.11.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

Coal Block Bidders may Face Mining 

Infrastructure Issues 
(Sumit Moitra, dna, 20 November 2014) 

 

This articles talks about the problematic aspects of the draft 

guidelines for the e-auction of coal blocks. 

 

Ever since the Supreme Court cancelled the licenses of 

almost all captive coal block of the country, one issue has 

continued to concern future bidders by and large. The issue 

being that of accessing mine infrastructure. Many 

companies which had invested money in developing mine 

infrastructure filed review pleas the issue before the court, 

which were later quashed. 

 

Now the government has released guidelines for the e-

auction of coal blocks. However, the issue of mine 

infrastructure has not been resolved. Once the auction is 

done, a successful allottee will now have to negotiate with 

the prior allottee for the use of this infrastructure and terms 

of use between themselves. The government will not play 

any role in the process. By leaving this issue unresolved the 

government has left a behind a loophole which may lead to 

disputes and corruption. 

 

“"In the event that the successful allocattee is not the same 

as prior allottee, then the successful allocattee inform the 

prior allottee in writing to commence negotiations to own or 

utilise any movable property used in coal mining operations 

on such terms and conditions as may be mutually agreed to 

by them," the guidelines said.” 

 

A company which has made an investment of at least 80% 

in developing an end-use plant would be allowed to bid for 

42 schedule II mines. It would also be allowed to bid for 32 

schedule III mines if 60% committed investment has been 

made. The central government has the authority to allot the 

204 schedule I mines to any company which the power 

ministry recommends. The government would nominate an 

agency which would prepare a dossier for any given mine. 

The dossier would include details like area, reserve, 

infrastructure in place, workers employed, financial 

accounts and other documents that relate to mining leases 

and environment clearances. Prior allottees have already 

been asked to furnish such details by the ministry. It is only 

after the dossier is made that the government would direct 

the nominated agency under Rule 8(2) pursuant that the 

auction would be conducted following Rule 10. Allotment 

can also be done under Rule 11. It is only after this process 

is completed that the tender for e-auction would be issued 

that will specify the floor price. “The levy, imposed on 

extraction of coal from the cancelled blocks done till 

September, has to be paid by December, while for coal 

extracted till March 2015, it has to be deposited by June.” 

Read more: http://www.dnaindia.com/money/report-coal-

block-bidders-may-face-mining-infra-issue-2036730 

Date Accessed: 20.11.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 

 

GOVERNMENT 
 

Upper Age Limit for Civil Services 

Aspirants to be Lowered 
(The Hindu, November 18, 2014) 

  

The Centre is set to lower the upper age limit and reduce the 

number of attempts of Union Public Civil Service (UPSC) 

aspirants. The upper age limit for SC/ST, OBC and 

Unreserved candidates would be reduced to 29 (from 35 

years), 28 (from 33 years) and 26 years(from 30 years) 

respectively. The number of attempts for the Civil Services 

Examination applicants would also be reduced to six, five 

and three attempts for SCT/ST, OBC and Unreserved 

applicants respectively. 

 

These measures were recommended by the Second 

Administrative Reforms Commission (ARC) and were 

published on the website of the Department of 

Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances. 

 

“These moves could affect thousands of civil services 

aspirants across the Centre.”  Read more: 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-to-lower-

age-limit-for-civil-service-

aspirants/article6608983.ece?homepage=true 

Date Accessed: 18.11.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 
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GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

Uttarakhand Approves new MSME 

Policy 
(Shishir Prashant, Business Standard, November 20, 

2014)  
  

The draft of the new micro, small and medium enterprises 

(MSME) policy prepared by the department of MSME and 

the Industries Association of Uttarakhand (IAU) got 

approved by the the Uttarakhand Cabinet at the secretariat 

there on Wednesday.  For effective monitoring of policy 

implementation, an empowered committee headed by Chief 

Minister is being set up.  Further for the policy 

implementation, the areas have been divided into categories 

A and B in the state in such a way that incentives differ 

across the two categories. 

  

Following are the insights of the new policy: 

 Backward districts such as Pithoragarh, Uttarakashi, 

Chamoli, Champawat, Rudraprayag and Bageshwar 

have been kept in the category A where the capital 

subsidy will be 40 per cent. 

 Districts such as Tehri, Pauri and Almora have been 

included in category B, where the capital subsidy will 

be 30 per cent. 

 The interest subsidy in the category A will be 12 per 

cent while it will be 10 per cent for B. 

 The policy also envisages power subsidy. 

 MSMEs in the category A will be entitled to 100 per 

cent relaxation in value-added tax (VAT) in the first 

five years. But such relaxation will be 75 per cent for 

the category B. 

 Transport subsidy will also be provided in graded 

manner. 

 Government will set up mini tool rooms. 

 At least 25 per cent of the areas in new industrial 

estates, developed by the State Industrial 

Development Corporation of Uttarakhand Limited 

(SIDCUL), will be reserved for MSMEs. SIDCUL 

would also provide land to MSMEs at a 

concession rate. 
  

Further, the policy extends its incentive for providing 

awards to best MSMEs on the basis of their performances in 

growth and profit. Read more: http://www.business-

standard.com/article/economy-policy/uttarakhand-approves-

new-msme-policy 114112001325_1.html 

Date Accessed: 21.11.2014 

(Shruti Issar) 

 

 

 

SECURITY 
 

Global Terror Deaths up by 61 Percent 

in 2013 
(James Pheby, The Daily Star Lebanon, November 19, 

2014) 

  

As compared to 2012, there has been a 61 percent rise in 

global terror related deaths in 2013. “The attacks resulted in 

17,958 deaths, up from 11,133 in 2012, with over 80 percent 

of fatalities occurring in just Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, 

Nigeria and Syria.” Boko Haram, Al-Qaeda, Taliban and 

Islamic State were blamed for 66 percent of all fatalities. 

  

The Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP) in its Global 

Terrorism Index noted that in 2013 over 10,000 terror 

related incident have taken place. Iraq was stated as the 

country most affected by terrorism recoding a rise of 164 

per cent in fatalities. 

  

“The report found that attacks had also increased in the rest 

of the world, with fatalities rising by half the previous 

figure, to 3,236 in 2013.” Countries like Angola, 

Bangladesh, Burundi, Central African Republic, Ivory 

Coast, Ethiopia, Iran, Israel and Sri Lanka among others are 

at a higher risk of attacks while risk to westerners remained 

slim. 

  

Steve Killelea, executive chairman of IEP, notes that there 

has been a significant increase in terrorism in the world. He 

further adds that such increment can be attributed to rising 

radical Islamic groups in the world, which can be challenged 

by promoting moderate forms of Sunni theologies. Stress 

needs to be given to reducing state-sponsored violence and 

building community supported policies. Read more:  

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2014/Nov-

19/278118-global-terror-deaths-up-by-61-percent-in-

2013.ashx#axzz3JQ4mluoP 

Date Accessed: 19.11.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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EDUCATION 
 

CAG Finds Schools in Gujarat 

Functioning Under Trees and 

Temporary Shelters 
(Avinash Nair, Financial Express, November 12, 2014) 

  

The Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG), 

found glaring lacunae in the way elementary schools were 

being run in Gujarat. CAG found schools in Gujarat 

functioning under trees and temporary shelters. CAG found 

that even after four years from the date of enactment of The 

Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 

2009 or the RTE Act, many of the schools in Gujarat had 

not been provided with buildings, adequate teachers and 

basic amenities like drinking water. 

 

CAG checked 10 districts that had 14,797 elementary 

schools, between 2008-13 and found that 48 schools did not 

have their own buildings and 56 schools were in dilapidated 

buildings, in need of repairs. The RTE Act provides that a 

school should have at least one classroom for every teacher 

with the provision that there would be at least two class 

rooms in primary schools and three class rooms in Upper 

Primary Schools. Even though sufficient funds were 

available with the state government, due to lack of planning 

10 percent (or 3146 schools) of the 31,545 elementary 

schools were functioning without adequate classrooms (July 

2013 as per the CAG report). The percentage of inadequacy 

of classrooms in Gujarat ranged from one percent (Surat 

district) to as high as 53 percent in Jamnagar district. 

 

CAG also noticed that safe and adequate drinking water 

facility was not ensured for students in 175 (58 percent) of 

the 300 schools visited. Moreover, 82 percent of these 

schools did not have disabled friendly toilets, while in nine 

percent of them there were no separate toilets for girls and 

boys. Apart from these, the auditor also noticed that schools 

in Gujarat were cooking mid-day meals in the open; schools 

were also found without playgrounds, library and benches 

and desk for students. All this indicate that even after  4 

Years from the date of enactment of RTE Act, compliance 

with the norms and standards prescribed in the Act was not 

ensured, which led to denial of basic facilities guaranteed 

under the Act to the children of a large number of schools in 

the state. Read more:  

http://www.financialexpress.com/article/industry/jobs/cag-

finds-schools-in-gujarat-functioning-under-trees-temporary-

shelters/ 

Date Accessed: 15.11 .2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

HEALTH 
 

India Loses 12 billion Dollars in GDP to 

Vitamins, Mineral Deficiencies 
(Times of India, November 14, 2014) 

  

According to a World Bank report titled ‘Nutrition in India', 

stunting in children, between six to 24 months of age, can be 

reduced significantly through adequate feeding, health care 

and environmental health. The report highlights the need for 

providing adequate nutrition from conception to two years 

of age to improve stunting. As per the report India loses 

over $12 billion in Gross Domestic Produce (GDP) to 

vitamin and mineral deficiencies. 

  

Stunting is not just associated with failure in physical 

growth but also with impaired brain and cognitive 

development. Stunting is high in children from households 

in middle and upper wealth quintiles. The report reveals that 

even amongst the wealthiest Indians, only about 7 percent 

children between 6 and 24 months receive adequate feeding, 

health care and environmental health. While nearly 70 

percent of them have adequate environmental health 

including water and sanitation facilities, only 36 percent  

receive appropriate health care and merely 18 percent are 

fed as per the recommended quality and quantity of food for 

their age. 

 

Appropriate infant and young child feeding practices even in 

the highest wealth quintile are extremely poor. This 

indicates that undernutrition in India is not a  poverty or 

food insecurity issue alone, and that child care and feeding 

information and awareness play an important role. Read 

more: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-loses-

12bn-in-GDP-to-vitamin-mineral-

deficiencies/articleshow/45142359.cms 

Date Accessed:15.11.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

Maharashtra Fails to Curb Dengue 

Spread 
(Aparna Pallavi, Down to Earth, November 13, 2014) 

  

The dengue epidemic is showing no sign of slowing down in 

Maharashtra with the number of positive cases and deaths 

rising in all major cities of the state. Among the cities, state 

capital Mumbai is the worst hit with seven out of the 31 

deaths being reported from within its municipality limits. 

The highest number of infected patients (696), have also 

been identified in Mumbai. Closely followed by Pune,Thane 

and Nagpur with 344, 283 and 258 positive patients 

respectively. Rural areas have also been affected. The worst 
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affected are forest-rich eastern Vidarbha districts of 

Bhandara, Gondia, Chandrapur, Gadchiroli and Wardha. A 

total of 50 deaths have been reported from eastern Vidarbha, 

Nagpur included. 

 

In Nagpur, citizens have complained that despite repeated 

sprays of mosquito repellents , there is no reduction in 

mosquito number. Citizens allege that there is corruption 

involved as the sprays are too heavily diluted and, therefore, 

not effective. 

 

This rapid spread is being seen as a failure of the state health 

care mechanism. The directorate of health services and city 

administrations are being criticised for failing to curb the 

spread of the disease. Director of health services ,of the 

state, has said that all necessary steps, like spraying of 

mosquito repellents, are being undertaken in cities. 

However, the efforts do not appear to have had much effect 

as the incidence of dengue is 22 per cent higher this year 

than last year. These figure are those of Government 

hospitals where as dengue patients are also getting treatment 

in private hospitals. The administration has no reliable 

mechanism for getting the correct data of dengue patients in 

private hospitals, hence the actual incidence of dengue 

might actually be higher. Read more: 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/31-persons-die-

dengue-maharashtra-cities 

Date Accessed: 14.11.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

Pneumonia and Diarrhoea Killed over 3 

Lakh Children in India in 2013 
(Daily News and Analysis, November 12, 2014) 

  

The 2014 Pneumonia and Diarrhoea Progress Report stated 

that over three lakh children lost their lives due to 

Pneumonia and Diarrhoea in India last year. Over 1.7 lakh 

deaths were of children below five years. 

  

The report highlights that the world has seen a rapid 

decrease in cases of death due to Pneumonia and diarrhea. 

However, this decline has been slow in high burden 

countries. Thus there is a need to accelerate proven 

strategies to curb the spread of the disease. 

  

India has the third lowest Global Action Plan for Pneumonia 

and Diarrhoea (GAPPD) score as compared to fifteen other 

high burden nations. The score calculates a nation’s 

performance to reduce disease burden in a country as per the 

guidelines of International Organizations. The nation is now 

making new commitments to improve child health care and 

widen its coverage. This will help better India’s score in the 

future. Read more:    

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-pneumonia-and-

diarrhoea-killed-over-3-lakh-children-in-india-in-2013-

2034527 

Date Accessed: 18.11.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

  

Drowning Claims Over 40 People Every 

Hour in ‘Needless Loss of Life’ – UN 

Report 
(UN News Centre, November 17, 2014) 

  

According to the United Nation’s (UN) ‘Global Report on 

drowning: Preventing a leading killer’, over 370,000 people 

die due to drowning in bathtubs, rivers pond and buckets. 

This number is two-thirds of the death due to 

malnourishment and well over half that of malaria. Majority 

of drowning death occurs in low and middle-income 

countries such as Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, 

Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. Children under 5 are the 

biggest victims. The report does not include “drowning from 

suicide, homicide, flood disasters or incidents such as ferry 

capsizes.” 

  

Even though roughly 40 people lose their lives every hour 

due to drowning, governments have not taken up any 

preventive intervention. The report recommends preventive 

measures to reduce such unnecessary deaths. These include 

local initiatives like “installing barriers to control access to 

water; providing safe places such as day care centres for 

children; teaching children basic swimming skills and 

training bystanders in safe rescue and resuscitation.” At the 

national level, a more comprehensive water safety policy is 

required. 

  

Objective of such a study is to make drowning prevention a 

part of a larger debate of climate change, mass migration 

and issues of rural development. Read more: 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49359#.V

Gwyvl5tIpF 

Date Accessed: 19.11.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

After US-China Climate Deal, Focus on 

India to Follow Suit 
(Valerie Volcovici and Tommy Wilkes, live mint, 

November 14, 2014) 

 

India faces great pressure after United States (US) and 

China, the number one and the number two carbon emitters 
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in the world have agreed to a climate deal. While US 

President deepened US carbon emission cuts to 26 percent 

to 28 percent below 2005 levels by 2025,China committed 

that its carbon emissions would peak by no later than 

2030.In this context India, number three carbon emitter in 

the world, faces growing pressure to devise a clear strategy 

on climate change. India had previously stressed that it 

would likely opt to slow emissions growth rather than set a 

peak year on the grounds it is entitled to economic growth. 

This position might no longer be tenable after China’s 

commitment of a peak year. China has often been India’s 

ally in resisting specific pledges to reach a global climate 

accord. 

 

India, has already set renewable energy targets for the 

country, including using solar energy to ensure full energy 

access by 2019. It has stressed it will mine more thermal 

coal to get power flowing to the third of its 1.2 billion 

people still without electricity. India  have long been ardent 

defenders of the principle of “common but differentiated 

responsibility”—the concept that the burden of emissions 

reductions and financial assistance on climate change for 

poor countries belongs to developed countries, who have a 

historical responsibility for these emissions. 

 

In the United Nations climate talks scheduled for December 

2014 in Lima, Peru, India can play a more prominent role as 

a bridge between the United states and China on the one 

hand and developing countries on the other. India will likely 

argue that its per capita emissions are around 1.9 tonnes per 

person—dwarfed by China with around 7.2 tonnes per 

person and less than half the 5 tonnes world average. This 

gives India plenty of room to argue that its own commitment 

should differ from China’s as it continues to grow its 

economy and justify its continues use of fossil fuels. A final 

United Nation climate treaty, is to be negotiated in Lima and 

then sealed in Paris in 2015. Read more: 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8

uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-

follow-suit.html 

Date Accessed: 15.11.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

10 Bird Sanctuaries in India Critically 

Threatened 
(Deccan Herald, November 15, 2014) 

  

The report, 'Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas(IBAs): A 

Global Network for Conserving Nature & Benefitting 

People' was prepared by Bombay Natural History Society 

(BNHS) in association with Britain's Bird Life International. 

The report indicates that at least 10 major Indian sites could 

be lost forever unless immediate remedial measures are 

undertaken to protect them. Some of these sites are Sewri-

Mahul Creek, Mumbai and Great Indian Bustard Sanctuary 

in Solapur/Ahmednagar (both in Maharashtra), Flamingo 

City in Kutch (Gujarat), Ranebennur in Haveri (Karnataka), 

Basai in Gurgaon (Haryana), Tillangchong in Andaman and 

Nicobar Isles and four in Madhya Pradesh, including Sailana 

Kharmor Sanctuary in Ratlam. 

 

The report states that these 10 Indian IBAs are amongst the 

most threatened bird sanctuaries in the country which cover 

habitats like coastal and inland wetlands, grasslands and 

forests which are at greatest risk of losing their key 

biodiversity .Major causes behind the loss of biodiversity 

and habitat in these IBAs are- destruction or disturbances 

due to infrastructure developments, wrong anti-people 

conservation policies and indiscriminate livestock grazing 

beyond traditional pastoral lands. Other factors are 

indiscriminate agricultural expansion and use of pesticides, 

rapid urbanisation, industrial and sewage pollution and 

poaching. 

 

There are many other IBAs, all though not on the current 

list, which are also under pressure from different types of 

unsustainable human interference. Besides attracting and 

nurturing different types of birds, a majority of these IBAs, 

provide for ecosystem services like water supply for 

drinking and irrigation, tourism potential and natural pest 

control, if they are managed properly. 

 

 

In India, nearly 50 percent of the IBAs do not get any kind 

of official recognition from the government agencies. These 

(10) are areas which need utmost and urgent protection if 

India's threatened bird species are to be saved. Read more:  

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-

sanctuaries-india-critically.html 

Date Accessed: 16.11.2014 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
 

 

LAW AND JUSTICE 
 

The Land Acquisition Bill Row 
(Sumit Saxena, Millennium Post, November 19, 2014) 

  

This article talks about the multiple stances maintained by 

the current government regarding the the bill that replaced 

the 1984 land acquisition law and its implications. The bill, 

then supported across parties, is now being referred to as a 

‘stringent land acquisition law’, which the government 

wants to amend without the opposition’s support. An 

apparent reason for this change is the newly installed change 

in vision of the government. The Finance Minister’s 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NLbCU0lMSa7yQDQIB8uw0O/After-USChina-climate-deal-focus-on-India-to-follow-suit.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/441739/10-bird-sanctuaries-india-critically.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 | P a g e          RGIC Policy Watch is meant for private circulation only.  

  

 

   RGICS        POLICY WATCH 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

      Volume : 3, Issue- 16                                      Date : 24-11-2014 

 

GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

statement, “Some changes are necessary. We will first try to 

reach a consensus and if that is not possible we will go 

ahead and take the decision...” clearly depicts the changed 

agenda. 

 

The 1894 Land Acquisition law acted as an instrument of 

abuse leaving several families destitute in the name of 

acquisition for dams, irrigation projects and power plants. 

The law was replaced after close to two years of intense 

intra party consultations and parliamentary debates, with 

recommendations of most political parties and state 

governments introduced in the bill. However, now, the 

government intends to exempt public-partnership (PPP) 

projects from the need to obtain consent of families along 

with the compulsory social-impact assessment, through 

amendments; this is in regard to the land which is 

predominantly occupied by small farmers without formal 

land titles. The previous government adopted a pro poor 

approach to further a consultative approach to strengthen 

democracy. Recently the Supreme Court upheld and cited 

the retrospective clause of UPA’s land acquisition law to 

free the land of a housing society in Tamil Nadu from 

arbitrary acquisition by the state and ordered to return the 

land to its original owners.  

 

The current government seeks to remove “obstacles” in the 

path for development and views the bill as an impediment to 

investment, which is beneficial for the country.  However, 

an over bearing size of this new vision may result in singular 

control over the system, which might weaken the process of 

consultation and reaching a consensus.  The pro-poor 

agenda is at risk as investment opportunities cannot act over 

the consent of the land owners. Herein, consent is a 

powerful tool to uphold the right to livelihood ensured by 

the Consititution. There is a need to value this consent and 

maintain its constitutional validity via amendments in the 

land acquisition law. The talks about implementation of the 

concept of smart cities in India and development for all are 

meaningless if there is no focus on key policy issues. The 

government must look into policy suggestions for equitable 

investment and benefit-sharing for all stakeholders and 

thereby, develop a sustainable model to address issues 

regarding land acquisition and fair compensation. In the 

absence of such a method, unrest is bound to emerge and 

unrest is not a positive sign for a developing economy. The 

road to development begins with the consent of the people, 

and actions must be taken in this direction. Read more:  

http://www.millenniumpost.in/NewsContent.aspx?NID=760

47 
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CASTEISM 
 

Government Moves to Replace ‘Caste’ 

with ‘Social Origin’ in Draft Asian and 

Pacific Ministerial Declaration 
(The Hindu, November 19, 2014) 

  

The word ‘caste’ was replaced by ‘social origin’ by India in 

the draft Asian and Pacific ministerial declaration on 

advancing gender equality and women’s empowerment in 

Bangkok. The U.N. Women and U.N. Economic and Social 

commission for the Asia Pacific (ESCAP) had organised the 

conference. 

 

 The replacement occurred in paragraph 12 of the draft text 

which states,  “Recognising that gender-based 

discrimination occurs in and of itself and that it is often 

linked to other forms of inequality related to such factors as 

age, race, ethnicity, religion or belief, health, disability, 

class, caste, sexual orientation and gender identity, 

occupation, migrant and legal or other status, and that the 

multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination can 

compound experiences of injustice, social marginalisation 

and oppression.” 

  

A large number of civil society organisations criticised the 

move saying that India was refusing to acknowledge caste as 

a factor of gender inequality. As per activist and writer Ruth 

Manorama “social origin” is not the same thing as caste. She 

said “Para 12 addresses inequality and sociologically the 

words social origin do not mean caste. This is a Para that 

talks of discrimination and caste is the longest form of 

hierarchy leading to inequality. Caste exists in the 

subcontinent and other countries.” Read more: 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-denies-caste-

as-factor-of-gender-

inequality/article6612210.ece?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm

_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS_Syndication 

 Date Accessed: 19.11.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 

 

GENDER 
 

Government Report: Gender Inequality 

Impediment to India’s Progress 
(PTI, Outlook India, November 18, 2014) 

 

According to The 'Report on the Implementation of Beijing 

Declaration and Platform for Action', issues of gender have 

been one of the most challenging in the progress made 

towards the goals of universalisation, inclusion, equity and 

quality in education. The government report acknowledges 

that deep-rooted gender inequalities continue to compromise 

India's potential to convert economic growth into inclusive 

development. The report will be submitted by Union 

Women and Child Development Minister at the 'Asian and 

Pacific Conference on Gender Equality and Women's 

Empowerment: Beijing+20 Review' which is underway in 

Bangkok since till November 20. 

  

"...The gender-based inequalities for instance, in education, 

income and employment limit the ability to protect their 

health. This lack of power of women in most cultural 

settings also impacts nutritional intake and health status of 

women and girls," the report states. It also spells “certain 

critical areas of concern like tackling burden of poverty, 

unequal access to primary health care, undernutrition, high 

rates of illiteracy, lack of access to and control over assets 

and resources, inequalities in sharing of power and decision 

making, lack of access to information, violence against 

women, adolescents and girl child and persisting 

discrimination against the girl child, require immediate 

attention in order to ensure equality and practical realization 

of rights for women.” 

  

The report has acknowledged that the fact that the efforts of 

various Ministries, Departments and Civil Societies are not 

consolidated. This has been a consistent impediment in 

India, being a multilingual and multicultural country. In this 

regard, along with the policy initiatives and enactment of 

legislations, a lot more needs to be done pertaining to 

coherence and impact assessments to realize the policy 

measures on ground so that effective implementation takes 

place. Read more: 

http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/Gender-

Inequality-Undermining-Indias-Progress-Govt-

Report/868544 

Date Accessed: 19.11.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 

IGNOU to Help Muslims Pursue Higher 

Education 
(Free Press Journal, November 19, 2014) 

  

Considering the fact that the nationwide gross enrollment 

ratio (GER) of Muslims in higher education is quite low at 

9.6 per cent as against the national GER of all communities 

at 19 per cent, The Indira Gandhi National Open University 

(IGNOU) is launching various affirmative initiatives to help 

Muslim student to peruse higher education. The university is 
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launching a six-month bachelor preparatory programme for 

the Madrasa-qualified Muslims to open up doors to them for 

pursuing higher education. 

  

Madrasa qualified Muslims after qualifying special six 

month preparatory program can pursue academic courses of 

IGNOU such as BA, BCom, vocational diploma or 

certificate courses like diploma in health and waste 

management, certificate course in functional English and 

food and nutrition, etc. 

  

The report published in Free Press Journal states, “Anyone 

who is 18 plus and who has completed the final examination 

under the Madrasa system, which is equivalent to Class XII, 

can undertake the preparatory programme. IGNOU, which is 

a central university offering a variety of open education 

courses at nominal fees, is also opening study centres where 

candidates can attend classes twice a week.” 

  

According to the report a deputy director of IGNOU said, 

“The idea behind these affirmative initiatives is to link the 

Muslim youths with the mainstream education system so 

that they do not remain economically and socially backward 

and do not get misguided by anti-national or by criminal 

elements.” It may be noted that the Madrasa qualification 

was recognised at par with class XII of the Central Board of 

Secondary Education (CBSE) in 2009 to enable admissions 

in various universities. Until then, only the Jamia Milia 

Islamia, Jamia Hamdard, Aligarh Muslim University and a 

few other minority institutions, recognised its qualification. 

Read more:  http://freepressjournal.in/ignou-to-help-

muslims-pursue-higher-education/#sthash.3YOEDh2e.dpuf 

Date Accessed: 19.11.2014 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

A Move to Liberate Sex Workers 
(Rakesh Shukla, The Hindu Business Line, November 17, 

2014) 

  

This article concerns the debate around the legislation 

surrounding the act of prostitution following the proposal to 

legalise sex work by the Chairperson of the National 

Commission of Women, Lalitha Kumarmangalam, before a 

panel appointed by the Supreme Court to recommend 

changes in law. The debate with regard to law and sex work 

revolves around the three options of prohibition, legalising 

and de-criminalisation. 

  

Total prohibition enjoys popular support in the society and 

international women’s organizations and NGOs. Legalising 

prostitution would imply regulation and would involve state 

control of sex workers through licensing. The option would 

involve registering with the Government, inspections, the 

issuance of licences and mandatory testing for HIV, 

amongst other requirements. While the system is prevalent 

in Germany and Netherlands, in India the ‘licence raj’ has 

predominantly been ineffective, particularly in 

implementing social welfare legislation. Moreover, licensing 

may lead a large proportion of ‘unlicensed’ sex workers to 

be even more vulnerable to compulsion, blackmail and 

violence, as experience suggests. Meanwhile, 

decriminalisation refers to the repeal of laws that prohibit 

sale of sexual services and is a strategy advocated by sex 

worker rights organisations and unions. It is adopted in New 

Zealand and studies show that working conditions, access to 

health services and justice has improved for sex workers. 

However it is often seen as a move that will only help 

traffickers, even though evidence on this is missing. The 

position of defining prostitution itself as inherently 

exploitative and a form of violence against women does not 

allow people in prostitution to access their right to earn a 

livelihood through sex work. 

  

The need is to actively involve sex workers in the move to 

change the law and separate consensual sex work by adults 

from the entry of minors and the obnoxious practice of 

human trafficking. The difference will come from the way 

to go about prevention of trafficking and entry of minors. 

Raid and rescue operations have shown moderate success 

but they must be examined from the point of view of human 

rights, dignity and privacy of the individual as invariably, 

the girls/women “rescued” feel they have been “arrested”. 

Self-regulatory boards of sex workers and their associations 

need to be brought out. The debate on prohibition, 

regulation and de-criminalisation apart, the law with regard 

to sex work in India needs to emphasise the distinction 

between adults and minors, especially with regard to 

consent. Regardless of the initial mode of entry, the wishes 

of an adult individual must be ascertained before any 

prosecution or ‘rescue’ goes forward. Discriminatory 

provisions — giving powers to order the removal of a sex 

worker from a particular area — need to be done away with. 

The legislation must honour the fundamental rights of 

people in sex work to live and work in liberty and dignity, 

the right to move unhindered, the right to reside in a place of 

their choice and the right to migrate — to live like any other 

adult of the country. Read more: 

 http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/for-a-law-

that-liberates-sex-workers/article6608648.ece 

Date Accessed: 19.11.2014 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
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India has the Largest Number of Youth 
(State of Kerala, November 17, 2014) 

  

India has the largest population of youth in the world as per 

the State of the World’s Population Report by the United 

Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). The report titled ‘The 

power of 1.8 billion’ states that India has 356 million people 

between 10 and 24 years (Youth), that comprise 28 per cent 

of India’s population. 

According to Government of India estimates, nearly 13 

million young people join the labour force every year, while 

simultaneously 113 million people were seeking work. 

 

However, the youth seeking work lack adequate skills. 

Official estimates show that less than three per cent of youth 

in high school received vocational training and that India’s 

education enrolment rate for higher education was just over 

twenty per cent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Babatunde Osotimehim , UNFPA Executive Director, 

said in a statement, “Young people are the innovators, 

creators, builders and leaders of the future. But they can 

transform the future only if they have skills, health, 

decision-making, and real choices in life.” 

 

As per a McKinsey report on skill development in India 

“Employers, education providers, and youth live in parallel 

universes.”  Read more:  

http://www.stateofkerala.in/blog/2014/11/17/more-youth-in-

india-than-rest-of-the-world-un-report/ 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school/india-

has-worlds-largest-youth-population-un-

report/article6612615.ece 

Date Accessed: 19.11.2014 

(Afreen Faridi) 
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India Urges Higher Pay for Millions of 

Gulf Workers 
(Mathrubhumi, November 17, 2014) 
  
Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA) of India is 

pressing oil exporting states of Gulf to raise the wages of 

over five millions of Indian working there. Indian workers 

in these countries is the single largest group in a migrant 

worker population of more than 20 million. According to the 

article published in Mathrubhimi, over the past seven 

months, Indian diplomats in Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman, 

Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates have sharply 

increased the minimum salaries that they recommend for 

Indian workers at private and public firms in those states. 
  

Y.S. Kataria, a spokesman for the Ministry of Overseas 

Indian Affairs (MOIA) in New Delhi, told Reuters, “We 

want the Indian workforce to be paid higher salaries. 

Inflation, the value of the Indian currency and a rise in the 

cost of living in the Gulf were the factors that led to the 

decision.” The article states, “The success of India's strategy 

is not yet clear, however. Officials in at least some GCC 

nations have expressed displeasure, and the strategy could 

backfire if those countries end up hiring more workers from 

elsewhere in the world.” Mohammed Jindran, managing 

director of UAE-based recruitment agency Overseas Labour 

Supply said, “'Of course it will encourage companies to look 

at Bangladesh and Pakistan as more viable options to get 

migrant workers.” 

  

The Indian government cannot dictate the pay of its citizens 

in the Gulf since the decisions to hire workers are made by 

labour recruiters in individual countries, which have not set 

minimum wages for migrants and usually prohibit union 

activity for them. However, being top labour supplier, 

India’s drive cannot be totally ignored by recruiters. A 

MOAI official said, “India's pay demands had met initial 

resistance in all six GCC countries, while two of the 

countries had threatened to reduce their Indian workforces 

and hire more, lower-paid workers from Bangladesh and 

Nepal instead.” The article argues, if India's efforts to secure 

higher pay succeed, they could boost its economy, because 

migrants send much of their pay home. India received $69 

billion as remittances in 2012; a 2010 central bank study 

found Gulf nations accounted for 31 percent. Read more:   

http://www.mathrubhumi.com/english/news/india/india-

urges-higher-pay-for-millions-of-gulf-workers-154630.html 

Date Accessed: 18.11.2014 

(Jeet Singh)  

MIDDLE-EAST 
 

Iraq Needs US $38.5 Million Aid to 

Avert Collapse of Agriculture Sector: 

FAO 
(Vani Manocha, Down to Earth, November 11, 2014) 

  

The crisis in Iraq has disrupted crops and livestock in the 

country, which has had a severe impact on food availability. 

United Nation’s Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) 

has started to roll out nearly 28,000 farming families, while 

2.8 million people are in need of food assistance. 

  

Northern Iraq is responsible for major wheat production in 

the country. However, the area is not getting water supply as 

major water resources flow through regions controlled by 

the Islamic State, including the two great rivers Tigris and 

Euphrates. The June stock has been severely compromised. 

In the long term, it may lead to country becoming dependent 

on foreign aid for survival. 

  

FAO has started to deliver 20,000 seeds for winter 

plantation. Fadel El Zubi, FAO’s Representative in Iraq, 

notes that such a step is crucial but investment of close to 

$38 million is needed to prevent agricultural collapse. He 

further stresses the need for a local and international 

collaboration to increase efforts to prevent a food crisis in 

already war torn nation. Read more:  

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/content/iraq-needs-us-385-

million-aid-avert-collapse-agriculture-sector-fao 

Date Accessed: 18.11.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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OPINIONS 
 

Killing Women to Curb Population 
(Economic and Political Weekly, November 15, 2014) 

  

The death of 11 women after sterilization in Bilaspur 

districts has raised serious questions about ‘population 

stabilization’ policies in India. 

  

Female sterilization or tubectomies carried out in Bilaspur 

was done in unhygienic conditions and violated all 

guidelines. The Supreme Court directives state that only 30 

operations could be performed in a day with maximum of 10 

per instrument. Despite the guidelines, 83 operations were 

conducted in Bilaspur in five hours at an average of one 

operation per four minutes. “Only three laparoscopes were 

used for this, obviating any chance of mandatory 

sterilization.” There was no health check-up of the women 

prior to the operation, they were not held back for 4 hours 

after it and a follow-up visit after 40 hours wasn’t 

conducted. All this increased the chances of complications 

making death inevitable. 

  

The incident at Bilaspur reflects that sterilization camps in 

India are violating women rights. In the United Nations 

International Conference on Population and Development 

(ICPD) in 1994, 178 countries, promised to “anchor all 

population policies in women's reproductive rights and 

health and gender equity.” Following which India decided to 

give up its policy of monetary incentive and focused on 

proving safe contraception to all. A National Population 

Policy was adopted that linked the approach to other 

concerns such as housing, sanitation and women 

empowerment. 

  

However, such a goal has not been realized. One in five 

women still do not have access to safe contraception. 

Incentives and camps continue to be hosted in states like 

Bihar and Uttar Pradesh under unhygienic conditions. There 

are laws that disqualify candidates from standing in 

panchayat elections if they have more than two children. 

  

Inhuman interventions for population control disregard 

women rights. Cash incentives attract poor people and 

especially tribal women who are not informed of the 

procedures. Many do not know that it can also be terminal. 

Currently, tubectomies are performed 19 times more than 

vasectomies even though the latter is an easier procedure. 

Such an approach shows that women are burdened with 

limiting families. 

  

In this light, it is important to fully comprehend “the concept 

of women's reproductive rights and health and its centrality 

for all health and population programmes.” Read more:  

http://www.epw.in/editorials/killing-women-curb-

population.html 

Date Accessed: 18.11.2014 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

The Electricity Factor in Make in India 
(Charan Singh, The Hindu Businessline, November 17, 

2014) 

 

The mentioned article is an opinion piece which illustrates 

the importance of electricity consumption and 

manufacturing to realise a government initiative like ‘Make 

in India’. The writer argues that many improvements are 

needed before such an initiative can become a success. 

 

The Prime Minister’s initiative to make India a 

manufacturing hub for the country wouldn’t succeed unless 

energy is provided to manufacturers at globally competitive 

prices. The most important factor here is electricity. The 

official price of electricity for industry remains high and 

non-competitive. Comparative data from across the world 

shows that the price of electricity for industry in India 

remains double of that provided by China, Vietnam, 

Indonesia and Myanmar. Another area of concern is the 

irregular power supply across the country. As a result 

Industry has to use diesel generators which double the input 

cost of electricity in turn. The increased input costs affects 

the competitiveness of goods especially that of Micro, Small 

and Medium Enterprises (MSME’s). It is also because of 

this high cost of electricity in the country that Indian 

manufacturers lose against China. 

 

Government can solve the problem by either augmenting 

domestic production capacity or by importing from 

neighbouring counties. Solar energy, a green solution, which 

has been successfully harnessed in the state of Gujarat, can 

be replicated across the country. The other way is to 

construct more thermal, hydro and nuclear plants. However 

the construction of plants, followed by establishing a regular 

supply of coal is a long process. It will take years for new 

plants to reach their full capacity. Importing electricity is 

hardy an option since it would add to higher production 

costs and leave the country dependent on another country 

for a “vital resource”. 

 

The government can make amends by improving pricing 

policy. Due to inappropriate pricing demand becomes less 

and more than supply as a result electricity boards across the 

country have been suffering recurring losses. A dynamic 
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electricity pricing policy is the need of the hour. An 

immediate solution to the problem can be effective 

utilisation. Currently, transmission losses account for nearly 

one fourth of all the electricity supplied. Reducing these 

losses can save a lot of electricity. Another way can to be to 

reduce power consumption within regular households. By 

limiting their operations to daylight hours businesses can 

also make an impact. To make up for the lost business hours 

businesses can be allowed to operate on all seven days. 

Government offices across the country should also revise 

their work schedules to minimize night work and reducing 

power consumption. The government would definitely find 

it difficult to make India a manufacturing hub unless these 

steps are taken, especially when domestic demand is also on 

the rise. Read more:  

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/the-

electricity-factor-in-make-in-india/article6608643.ece 

Date Accessed: 20.11.2014 

(Rohit Chauhan) 
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