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EDITORIAL 
 

Dear Reader,  

 
Measuring human development is one of the generational ideas of this century. This has rightly diverted the attention 

of the world from measuring sheer economic prosperity towards inclusive human well-being. Such idea of measuring 

human well-being has made a definitional change of the concept of development. Thinkers and policy makers have 

gradually started looking for an alternative to ‘economic growth’, which can place ‘people’ as referent object for 

measuring well-being. Various experiments of measuring human well-being and their status is gaining importance. 

Gender has become one of the most important dimensions in this transformational path. Understanding gender in 

development again has opened up another unexplored horizon in the last decade. Thus an umbilical relation and 

uniform development of mother and child is being reflected as another very important aspect in the whole gamut of 

development. Children and their status which so far has been utterly neglected, needs genuine understanding in the 

development process, as they are the integral part of it. But making children’s living status better and safer is possible 

only when their mothers are in a position to ensure that. Interesting and useful findings are reiterating the fact that the 

distressed condition of children with their very high mortality rates are directly related to their mother’s living status 

across the world. All these attempts to understand various aspects of human well-being and their role in development 

have become crucial for the world to sustain. Sheer economic prosperity has given about 860 million slum dwellers 

across the world, where children die in distressed living condition without care, since their mothers are deprived of 

basic amenities and cannot provide care and safety to their children. Thus along with measuring inequality between 

the rich and poor, attempts are being made to study inequality amongst children across the classes.  

 

The present cover story has brought out the findings of a fascinating report on Mother Index for the year 2015 by 

capturing five robust parameters. These parameters according to the report are important to measure mother’s well-

being and her capacity to grow and nourish her child. India in this index unfortunately ranks 140 out of 179 nations, 

worse than all BRICS nations and many of the neighbouring South Asian nations. Many scholars are of the opinion 

that the initial stages of economic growth are characterized by a growing gender gap, which only begins to diminish 

once countries develop beyond a certain threshold. The explanation given is that productivity differentials are 

negligible prior to urbanization and they start growing with the emergence and development of economy. Eventually, 

discriminatory practices diminish and women get greater access to education and training as well as greater 

bargaining power inside and outside the household. But economic growth will promote gender equality and improve 

mothers’ status only when policy makers intervene to correct the biases that accompany the initial stages of 

development by promoting greater education among women, ensuring better health to mothers, eliminating distortions 

in labor markets, and altering property laws. Once Mothers’ living standard improves, it is bound to reflect on 

children’s well-being who are the future of any nation. 

 

Hope our readers find this piece useful and informative. 

 

 

 
Rakhee Bhattacharya 
Associate Director, RGICS  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 | P a g e          RGIC Policy Watch is meant for private circulation only.  

  

 

   RGICS      POLICY WATCH 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

     Volume : 3, Issue- 41                                   Date : 19-05-2015 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

 

 

 

COVER STORY:  

 Status of World’s Mothers: Mother’s Index 2015 

 

HEADLINE OF THE WEEK: 
 Govt. Proposes Massive Dilution of Whistleblower 

Law 

 Cabinet Clears Child Labour Act, Permits 

Children Under 14 to Work 
 

SECTION 1: THE ECONOMY  

 Government Launches Three Social Security 

Schemes; 

 NITI Aayog Likely to Junk Expenditure Criterion 

for Estimating Poor 
 

SECTION 2: GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

 Development: Smart Cities: A Recipe for Social 

Apartheid? 

 Security: Civilian Killings Double in Maoist-

Affected Areas: Home Ministry Data 

 Health: 41% Rural Population Borrowed to 

Finance Health Care Expenses: Govt. 

 Transport: Cabinet Approves Project-Exit Policy 

for Highways Developers 

 Environment: Parliamentary Committee 

Criticizes Government for Under-Funding 

Environment Ministry; Parliamentary Panel Calls 

for 'Multi-Pronged' Strategy to Protect Taj 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECTION 3: SOCIETY 

 Gender: Bringing Women on Board 

 Social Justice: Some laws discriminate against 

people with leprosy: law panel; 

 Demography: Tea tribe seek clear directives on 

NRC; 

 Regionalism: Call to Make NEC Niti Aayog 

Subsidiary 
 

SECTION 4: OPINIONS/BOOKS 

 Opinions: The Indian Media Must Ask Itself 

Whether it is Still in the Business of Journalism 

 Books: Environment & Fiscal Reforms in India; 

The Camera as Witness- A Serial History of 

Mizoram, North East India by Joy L.K. Pachuan 

and Willem van Schendel 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 | P a g e          RGIC Policy Watch is meant for private circulation only.  

  

 

   RGICS      POLICY WATCH 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

     Volume : 3, Issue- 41                                   Date : 19-05-2015 

 

 COVER STORY 
 

Status of World’s Mothers: Mother’s Index 2015 
 

 

Introduction 
One of the persistent challenges that have continued with development across the world is the alarming rise in inequalities. Cities 

on one hand are home to the wealthiest and healthiest in the country, but on the other hand they are also home of many poorest 

and most marginalized families. In the developing world, one-third of urban residents live in slums – over 860 million people. If 

this percentage remains the same, the number of slum dwellers in the developing world could reach the 1 billion mark by 2020. 

Further, the growth of city slums makes the condition even adverse for the women & children. Such rising levels of inequality 

compromise the advancement of women’s rights and children. Slum life for women is characterized by insecurity at many levels, 

which is hit by striking lack of basic infrastructure. 

 

Globally, between 1990 and 2013, under-5 mortality rate has been cut nearly in half, from 90 to 46 deaths per 1,000 live births. 

However, inequality between the rich and the poor kids has been increasing. The report by Save the Children, ‘The Urban 

Disadvantage – State of the World’s Mothers 2015’ brings out in details the disparity between rich and poor kids in a city. The 

report notes that multiple factors affect health but it focuses primarily on health-related interventions. The report attempts to find 

out the situation of children through their mother’s living condition. Thus it estimates Mother’s Index for 179 countries across the 

world. The cover story presents such status of mother based on the report.   

 

Key Findings of the Report 

‘The Urban Disadvantage – State of the World’s Mothers 2015’ is the 16
th

 annual report on Mother’s Index that assesses the well-

being of mothers and children in 179 countries – which comprises of 46 developed nations and 133 developing nations. The 

report shows where the nations (women) fare best and where they face the greatest hardships. 

 

The report highlights that: 

1. While great progress has been made in reducing urban under-5 mortality around the world, inequality is worsening in too 

many cities. 

 Urban Survival gaps have grown in 19 out of 40 countries. 

 In Bangladesh and India over half of poor urban children are stunted, compared to 20% or less of the wealthiest children. 

 

2. The poorest children in almost every city face alarmingly high risks of death. In most countries the poorest urban children are 

at least twice as likely to die as the richest urban children before they reach their fifth birthday. 

 Countries with most stark survival gaps are largest in Bangladesh, Cambodia, Ghana, India, Kenya, Madagascar, 

Nigeria, Peru, Rwanda, Vietnam and Zimbabwe. Poor children in these countries are 3 to 5 times as likely to die as their 

most affluent peers. 

 Egypt and Philippines have comparatively smaller urban child survival gaps.  

 

3. The poorest urban mothers and children are often deprived of lifesaving health care. 

 The ranking finds huge disparities in access to prenatal care and skilled birth attendance. 

 The largest coverage gaps between rich and poor were found in Delhi (India), Dhaka (Bangladesh), Port au Prince 

(Haiti) and Dili (Timor-Leste). Child malnutrition gaps are greatest in Dhaka, Delhi, Distrito Central (Honduras), Addis 

Ababa (Ethiopia) and Kigali (Rwanda). In these cities, stunting rates are 29 to 39 percentage points higher among the 

poorest compared to the richest. 

 

4. Success stories of saving lives of poor children despite rapid population growth was noted in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia), Cairo 

(Egypt), Manila (Philippines), Kampala (Uganda), Guatemala City (Guatemala) and Phnom Penh (Cambodia) where mothers 

are treated better 

 Better care for mothers and babies before, during and after childbirth; 

 Increased use of modern contraception to prevent or postpone pregnancy; 

 Effective strategies to provide free or subsidized quality health services for the poor. 
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What does Mother’s Index assess? 
 

Table 1: 5 Indicators of Mother’s Index, 2015 
 

Indicators  World’s Score 

Maternal Heath Lifetime risk of maternal death: No mother should die giving life. A woman’s risk 

of maternal death is a function of the number of pregnancies/births she has, the 

spacing of births, the conditions under which she gives birth as well as her own 

health and nutritional status. 

1 in 190 women has 

the lifetime risk of 

maternal death. 

Children’s well 

being 

Under-5 mortality rate: It is a leading indicator of child well-being, reflecting 

children’s health and nutritional status. It is also a key indicator of coverage of child 

survival interventions as well as the quality of care mothers receive before, during 

and after pregnancy. 

46 per 1000 live 

births die before 5 

years of age. 

Educational status Expected years of formal schooling: Education is a basic human right and a 

powerful determinant of life quality. Numerous studies show a robust relationship 

between years of schooling and a number of important life outcomes, including 

income, health and civic participation. 

12 years of 

schooling  

Economic status Gross national income per capita: It is the best measure available to gauge a 

mother’s access to economic resources and, therefore, her ability to provide for her 

children. 

US$ 10,680 

Political status Participation of women in national government: When women have a voice in 

politics, issues that are important to mothers and their children are more likely to 

surface on the national agenda and emerge as national priorities. 

22% seats held by 

women in the 

parliament 

Source: The Urban Disadvantage – State of the World’s Mothers 2015, Save the Children 

 

Save the Children’s 16th annual Mothers’ Index Report assesses the wellbeing of mothers and children in 179 countries. The 

index is based on five indicators (See Table 1). 

 

 Based on these five indicators, the report highlights that the countries, viz., Norway, Finland, Iceland, Denmark, Sweden, 

Netherlands, Spain, Germany, Australia and Belgium attain very high scores for mothers’ and children’s health, 

educational, economic and political status and ranks from 1
st
 to 10

th
 respectively.  

 The United States ranks 33
rd

 out of 179 countries. 

 Somalia scores last among the countries surveyed. The 11 bottom ranked countries, two of them from West and Central 

Africa indicates a reverse image of the top 10, performing poorly on all indicators. Conditions for mothers and their 

children in the bottom countries are grim. Table 1 describes the 5 indicators of Mother’s index along with the world 

score. 

 

 

India’s Scenario 
 

The Mother’s index shows that India presently ranks at 140 in the world out of 179 nations (See Table 2). This clearly indicates 

that India needs to accelerate public spending in the areas of basic infrastructure in general, and for the development and welfare 

women and children in particular.  

 

The performance on Mother’s Index of most emerging economies of BRICS nations in the Mother’s Index is listed in table 2. One 

can see that all the countries among the BRICS nations are performing better than India in this Mother Index for the year 2015.  
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Table 2: Mother’s Index among the BRICS Nations: 2015 

 

Country 

Maternal 

health 

Children’s well 

being 

Educational 

status 

Economic 

status 
Political status 

Mother’s 

Index rank 

(out of 179 

countries) 

Lifetime risk 

of maternal 

death 

 (1 in number 

stated) 

Under-5 

mortality rate 

(Per 1000 live 

births) 

Expected years 

of formal 

schooling 

Gross national 

income per 

capita 

(Current US$) 

Participation 

of women in 

national 

government  

(% of seats 

held by 

women)* 

2013 2013 2013 2013 2015 

Brazil 780 13.7 14.2 11,690 9.6 77 

Russian 

Federation 
2,600 10.1 14.7 13,850 14.5 56 

India 190 52.7 11.7 1,570 12.2 140 

China 1,800 12.7 13.1 6,560 23.6 61 

South Africa 300 43.9 13.6 7,190 40.7 72 

Source: The Urban Disadvantage – State of the World’s Mothers 2015, Save the Children 

Note: *: Figures correspond to the number of seats currently filled in parliament 

 

Even in South Asia, 5 countries, viz., Maldives, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh perform better than India in the 

Mother’s Index  for the year 2015 (See Table 3). 

 

Table 3: Mother’s Index among the South Asian Countries: 2015 

Country 

Maternal 

health 

Children’s well 

being 

Educational 

status 

Economic 

status 
Political status 

Mother’s 

Index rank 

(out of 179 

countries) 

Lifetime risk 

of maternal 

death 

(1 in number 

stated) 

Under-5 

mortality rate 

(Per 1000 live 

births) 

Expected years 

of formal 

schooling 

Gross national 

income per 

capita 

(Current US$) 

Participation 

of women in 

national 

government 

(% of seats 

held by 

women)* 

2013 2013 2013 2013 2015 

Afghanistan 49 97.3 9.7** 690 24.8 152 

Bangladesh 250 41.1 10 1010 20 130 

Bhutan 340 36.2 12.6 2330 8.3 122 

India 190 52.7 11.7 1570 12.2 140 

Maldives* 1200 9.9 12.7 5600 5.9 92 

Nepal 200 39.7 12.4 730 29.5 114 

Pakistan 170 85.5 7.8 1360 19.7 149 

Sri Lanka* 1400 9.6 13.7 3170 5.8 92 

Source: The Urban Disadvantage – State of the World’s Mothers 2015, Save the Children 

Note: *: Countries are tied 

**: Refers to Primary & Secondary Education only 
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This situation reiterates more public spending and consensus in India for implementing its rank in the world. But India’s journey 

for development has taken a narrow approach towards economic growth acceleration which further may worsen the situation. 

Thus with attempt to improve ease of doing business index, the country needs to focus on improving mothers and children status 

index which can harmonize the society. A cursive look at the Union Budget 2015-16 would show how the present government is 

ignoring this area.   

 

Provisions for Mothers & Children under Union Budget 2015-16  

 
India’s performance among the BRICS nations and South Asian Countries clearly indicates the need for government intervention 

and support through various social schemes. This in the present Union budget 2015-16 is heavily disrupted. Ministry of Women 

and Child Development (0.57%) has received less than 1% share in total expenditure, which signifies that government is not 

keen on improving this area. The other important ministries like Health and Family Welfare (1.79% share in total expenditure) 

and Human Resource Development (3.86% share in total expenditure) have though exceeded 1% share in total expenditure but 

total expenditure in Human Resource Development has declined by Rs. 1590.34 crore (2.26% decline) from Rs.70 thousand 

crores in 2014-15 (RE) to Rs. 68 thousand crore in 2015-16 (BE).  

 

Similarly, total expenditure in Ministry of Women & Child Development (MWCD) has drastically declined by 45.1% from 

Rs.18 thousand crores in 2014-15 (RE) to Rs. 10 thousand crore in 2015-16 (BE). The decline in the total expenditure is 

mainly on account of decline in the plan expenditure (45.3% decline). Within plan expenditure, in the case of Central Assistance 

to State Plans (CSAP), it is seen that all schemes related to Women & Child Development have together seen a decline in 

allocation of Rs. 8746.24 crore from the year 2014-15 (RE) to the year 2015-16 (BE), i.e. a 49.5% decline. 

 

The Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS), which is to be fully supported by the Union Government, has seen a 

decline of Rs. 49.73 crore (13.5% decline) from 2014-15 (RE) to 2015-16 (BE). This is a matter of greater concern as ICPS is 

one of the sources for funding the Juvenile Justice system. Thus the NDA government on the one hand is  underfunding the JJ 

system that was envisaged by the UPA government to ensure the “Care And Protection of Children”, and on the other hand is 

pushing for a regressive Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Bill, 2014 that will push children into the adult penal 

system. As per the provisions of the bill passed by the Lok Sabha, children between 16 to 18 years of age will be tried in regular 

courts alongside adults for heinous crimes like murder and rape and for repeat offenders in crimes like robbery and dacoity. 

Unclear infrastructure provision and lack of funds to implement the proposed changes will leave juveniles vulnerable and at risk 

of exploitation. Such measures taken by the NDA government indicates their lack of interest towards these children and society as 

a whole. 

 

Further, the Integrated Child Development Service (ICDS), which will now be under the changed sharing pattern of 

expenditure between the Centre and the State, has seen a decline in  allocation by 51%, i.e. from Rs. 16316.05 crore to Rs. 

8000 crore from 2014-15 (RE) to 2015-16 (BE). Such a significant reduction in these two marquee schemes, viz., ICPS and 

ICDS under Ministry of Women & Child Development, is witness to the government’s negligence towards basic child care and 

development – an area where India still needs strong government support. 

Two important schemes for women have also been delinked from the Union support and their continuance has been left to 

the discretion of the states, viz., SABLA and Scheme for Protection and Development of Women. 

 
The above mentioned expenditure cuts by the NDA government indicates their level of priority towards these vulnerable sections. 

This may further push the index low in the coming years. 

 

 

Recommendations of the Report 
 

1. The focus of the post 2015 framework (Sustainable Development Goals) needs to be directed for effective results.  

 The post-2015 framework should include objectives to reduce under 5 child mortality rates to 25 per 1,000 births and 

reduce newborn deaths to 9 per 1,000 births. 
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 Though progress has been made to improve maternal and child health, certain communities such as urban poor, still lacks 

access to resources. Thus, attention to create mechanism that increases coverage for all sectors (among all social and 

economic groups) is required.  

 

2. With the increased urbanization, there is need to focus on training health resources and investing in health system, especially 

to reach vulnerable groups in urban areas. Delivery to slum and informal settlements are often neglected and will require 

attention.  

 Creating mechanisms for large scale pooling and removing direct payment for essential health services (such as 

reproductive, maternal, newborn and child health services) is needed to overcome financial barriers that make it  difficult 

to access health services for urban poor. 

 Ensuring quality health care for all irrespective of identity, ethnicity, gender, or other factors. 

 Rural development models may not work in urban settings. The private health service in cities, though plentiful, is 

unaffordable. Opportunities of media and technology in urban areas could be instrumental in creating new model for 

access to services.  

 

3. The underlying cause of death of 45% children under 5 years is malnutrition (3 million death). Thus, following through on the 

2012 globally agreed World Health Assembly nutrition targets and ensure that commitments made through initiatives such as 

Nutrition for Growth are met. 

 

4. There is a need to develop cross-sector urban plans that includes investments not only in health services but also in water 

sanitation and waste management. Health plans need to be supplemented with education and early cognitive development.  

 National and local urban plans must include gender- and child-sensitive social protection programs that are accessible to 

the urban poor. Increasing income for women and girls is essential to economic empowerment and creating capacity to 

access health care.  

 Attention needs to be given to developing non-congested housing services. This also includes proving safe transport, 

especially to vulnerable sections. 

 

5. Lack of sufficient data makes it difficult to identify vulnerable sections that are lagging behind. Providing aggregated data 

overlooks variation within urban settlements. Thus, health information should be disaggregated by income, neighborhood and 

other subgroups.  

 

6. National governments should increase their domestic resource allocation to health to at least 15 percent of the total budget 

towards health to reduce out of pocket expenditure. Civil society needs to track resource flow and monitor funding.   

 

Conclusion 
 

India’s poor performance in the Mother’s Index clearly indicates the need for state intervention. Integral to this is increasing state 

expenditure in maternal and child health in the country as is evident from the report. Health and prosperity of the child is 

significantly determined by socio- economic and political status of the mother. Thus policy directed towards child well being 

needs to have an equal orientation towards mother’s welfare. Such an understanding is crucial to develop comprehensive policies 

for the development of a nation. 

 

Prepared By 

Shruti Issar & Shriyam Gupta 
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Govt. Proposes Massive Dilution of 

Whistleblower Law 
(Nitin Sethi, Business Standard, May 11, 2015) 

 

The National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government has 

tabled an amendment Bill in the Lok Sabha that reduces the 

mandate of the Whistleblowers law considerably. If the 

amendment is passed, a whistle-blower would no longer be 

able to provide documents and information that are protected 

under the Official Secrets Act, 1923, putting all classified and 

secret documents of the government out of reach. The 

whistleblower would also not be allowed to disclose any 

information that the government and its agencies are 

exempted from providing under the Right to Information Act, 

2005. Consequently, a potential whistle-blower would not be 

able to give any information that could not only impact the 

sovereignty and integrity as well as the security of India, but 

also the strategic, scientific and economic interests of the 

state.  

 

Information relating to commercial confidence, trade secrets 

or intellectual property would also be out of bounds unless 

accessed through the Right to Information Act (RTI). This 

would considerably reduce the space for those blowing the 

lid off any alleged corporate wrongdoings. Leaking of 

information held under a fiduciary capacity say by a broker 

or a lawyer or agent would also not be protected by the law 

unless the information has been accessed through the Right to 

Information Act. Similarly, information that could impede 

investigations or apprehensions or prosecutions of offenders 

would also be out of the ambit of the law. Cabinet papers, 

including records of deliberations of the council of ministers, 

secretaries and other officers, would also not be admissible 

under the law, except if the decisions have been taken and 

only if the documents are not covered by the Official Secrets 

Act (OSA). 

 

In other words, unless the whistleblower is able to prove that 

the information was obtained under the RTI Act, he or she 

can be punished for attaching such records to his 

whistleblower complaint,” said Venkatesh Nayak, 

programme coordinator of Commonwealth Human Rights 

Initiative. Nayak added, “Whistle-blower complaints may 

simply gather dust if the designated officers want to stall the 

inquiry process endlessly.” The proposed amendments, he 
said, could create an absurd situation in case of allegations by 

whistleblowers against ministers either in the state or the 

Centre. 

 

 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-

policy/govt-proposes-massive-dilution-of-whistleblower-law-

115051100940_1.html 

Date Accessed: 12.05.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

Cabinet Clears Child Labour Act, 

Permits Children Under 14 to Work 
(Aditi R, B Sudarshan and Archita Suryanarayanan, The 

New Indian Express, May 15, 2015) 

  

The Cabinet has approved amendment in Child Labour Act. 

It allows children below 14 years to work in non-hazardous 

industries provided such that work does not affect school 

education of the child. The original Child Labour Law 

banned employment of children below 14 in only 18 

hazardous industries. The Cabinet has used the ‘social fabric’ 

of India as an exception to allow this work in home industries 

and farmlands. Under the approved amendments, children 

between 14 and 18 years will not be allowed to work in 

hazardous industries. The amendments provide for stricter 

punishment for employers for violation. While there is no 

penalty provision for parents for the first offence, the 

employer would be liable for punishment even for the first 

violation. 

  

However, activists have termed the move as regressive and 

discriminatory. Children of economically stronger sections 

would never venture into labour, making this legislation 

discriminatory. Activists argue that, in order to impart 

traditional skills and handicrafts, these activities should be 

included in school curriculum, instead of a form of labour. 

Besides, the term “family business” has no set principles. The 

family business may well include uncles working in kilns and 

the unorganised sector. 

 

Allowing part-time bondage relaxes the bill instead of 

strengthening it, and this could encourage employing 

children in hazardous industries claiming that it is family 

occupation. Monitoring becomes an issue, and in the end it is 

the child who suffers, especially girls. Activists are also 

hoping for stricter guidelines to prevent exploitation and 

possible sexual abuse, in the entertainment industry. 

  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/Amendmen

ts-Will-Encourage-Child-Labour-Say-

Activists/2015/05/15/article2815006.ece 

Date accessed: 13.5.2015 

(Kasturi Mishra) 
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Macro Economic Dimension of India 
Table 1: General Inflation Rates in Indian States: May 2015 (%)  

States Rural Urban General 

All India 5.59 4.69 4.99 

Northern Region    

Jammu & Kashmir 10.36 4.61 7.98 

Himachal Pradesh 10.72 4.14 8.99 

Punjab 9.66 6.31 8.02 

Chandigarh 13.33 1.89 2.18 

Uttarakhand 4.19 3.88 5.43 

Haryana 7.24 6.68 8.67 

Delhi 6.72 6.21 8.24 

Uttar Pradesh 4.21 3.53 5.83 

Western Region    

Rajasthan 6.97 6.57 4.94 

Gujarat 3.67 4.61 9.25 

Maharashtra 7.63 4.87 8.44 

Goa 6.23 7.04 3.26 

Lakshadweep 15.34 4.25 15.37 

Daman & Die 13.21 11.44 5.08 

Dadra Nagar & Haveli 20.5 6.3 15.93 

Central Region    

Madhya Pradesh 4.74 6.68 4.03 

Chattishgarh 9.05 5.44 4.22 

Southern Region    

Andhra Pradesh 8.52 4.78 9.23 

Karnakata 6.75 4.58 2.05 

Kerala 5.95 3.12 3.37 

Tamil Nadu 4.51 3.97 9.66 

Puducherry 15.26 8.7 2.23 

Andaman & Nicobar Island 14.28 3.77 8.97 

Northeastern Region    

Arunachal Pradesh 3.69   

Assam 4.55 4.08 3.37 

Manipur 19.48 6.78 21.3 

Meghalaya -1.3 8.47 -4.93 

Mizoram 8.11 13.77 9.55 

Nagaland 15.51 5.16 2.19 

Tripura 8.37 -1.17 6.43 

Sikkim 9.53 2.98 8.6 

Eastern Region    

Bihar 4.69 4.12 0.16 

Jharkhand 4.36 3.64 5.18 

West Bengal -0.28 2.14 1.68 

Odisha 9.84 2.81 9.43 

 Source: State-wise monthly inflation rates are estimated from year on year Consumer Price Index (CPI) data of MOSPI.  

 There is one month time lag in CPI data (From the month February 2015 onwards the New Series is introduced with base 

2012=100) provided by MOSPI, Government of India.  

 The 2014 May data at state-level with base 2010 is here converted to new base 2012 with linking factors of MOSPI 1.22, 1.20 and 

1.21 for rural, urban and combined respectively  
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Government Launches Three Social 

Security Schemes 
(Business Today, May 9, 2015) 

  

The NDA Government launched three new social security 

schemes, relating to the insurance and pension sector and 

intended at widening the process of financial inclusion. 

These schemes are Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana" 

(accident insurance), "Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Yojana" 

(life insurance) and "Atal Pension Yojana." 

  

The Jan Suraksha Yojana, under which the schemes were 

launched countrywide, is expected to reduce the number of 

zero balance bank accounts created under the Jan Dhan 

Yojana. These schemes target the poor and unorganised 

sector who are neither covered by any form of insurance nor 

get pension. Under the accident insurance scheme, a person 

will be provided cover of Rs 200,000 for an annual premium 

of Rs 12. The cover is for accidental death or permanent 

total disability. The scheme will be available to people in the 

age group of 18 to 70 years with a savings bank account, 

who give their consent to join and enable auto-debit on or 

before May 31 for the coverage period - June 1 to May 31 - 

on an annual renewal basis. The life insurance scheme will 

offer a renewable one year life cover of Rs 200,000 to all 

savings bank account holders in the age group of 18 to 50 

years, covering death due to any reason, for a premium of 

Rs 330 per annum per subscriber. On the other hand, the 

pension scheme focuses on the unorganised sector and 

provides subscribers a fixed minimum pension of Rs 1,000, 

Rs 2,000, Rs 3,000, Rs 4,000 or Rs 5,000 per month starting 

at the age of 60 years, depending on the contribution option 

exercised on entering at an age between 18 and 40 years. 

Thus, the period of contribution by any subscriber under 

APY would be 20 years or more. The benefit of fixed 

minimum pension enjoys sovereign guarantee. 

  

It is estimated that the unorganised sector workers, which 

constitute 88 percent of the country’s total labour force of 

47.29 crore, as per the 66th Round of NSSO Survey of 

2011-12, do not have any formal pension provision. The 

three schemes were simultaneously launched at 112 centres 

in different states and union territories attended by 

respective chief ministers/governors and the union ministers. 

  

http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-

launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html 

Date Accessed: 12.05.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

 

 

 

NITI Aayog Likely to Junk Expenditure 

Criterion for Estimating Poor  
(Economic Times, May 11, 2015) 

  

During the United Progressive Alliance government's 

tenure, the number of the poor was put at 363 million, or 

about 30% of the country's 1.2 billion population. That 

number could see a big jump, with the NITI Aayog likely to 

suggest a blanket 40% cut off, dropping the controversial 

expenditure criterion. That would put the number of poor in 

India at about 484 million. The statistic carries a heavy 

political charge and, citing a higher number may be an 

advantage to any government seeking to burnish its pro-poor 

credentials and battling allegations of crony capitalism, 

analysts said. 

  

A 14-member task force headed by NITI Aayog vice 

chairman Arvind Panagariya is contemplating the 40% mark 

based on 2011 data from the National Sample Survey 

Organisation (NSSO). The task force is expected to submit 

its report to PM in June. The government wants to use the 

estimate for purely analytical purposes, with NSSO numbers 

being revised every five years. This will help the 

government gauge whether social sector schemes are 

reaching the poor and help avoid the kind of controversy 

that broke out when the poverty line was defined on the 

basis of daily per capita expenditure. The poverty line 

carries significance as a large number of social sector 

schemes are directed toward those below it.  

 

This suggests that if it's lowered too much, many deserving 

sections will get left out. If the poverty line is too high and 

many that don't need it also come into the net, adding to 

costs. The Suresh Tendulkar committee sought to broaden 

the definition of poverty and stipulated a benchmark daily 

per capita expenditure of Rs 27 in rural areas and Rs Rs 33 

in urban locations in 2011-12, arriving at a cut off of 22% of 

the population, which sparked a furious row as critics said 

the numbers were unrealistic. The C Rangarajan committee 

was set up to review this and raised the limit to Rs 32 and 

Rs 47 for rural and urban areas respectively, putting the 

mark at 30%. This estimate was also not accepted by the 

NDA Government which set up another panel to estimate 

poverty in the country and suggest measures to alleviate it.  

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicat

ors/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-

estimating 

poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinter

est&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst 

Accessed: 12.05.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://businesstoday.intoday.in/story/pm-narendra-modi-launches-ambitious-social-security-schemes/1/219126.html
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/niti-aayog-likely-to-junk-expenditure-criterion-for-estimating%20poor/articleshow/47227824.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 | P a g e          RGIC Policy Watch is meant for private circulation only.  

  

 

   RGICS        POLICY WATCH 
  

  

  

RGICS POLICY WATCH 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

     Volume : 3, Issue- 41                                   Date : 19-05-2015 

 

GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

DEVELOPMENT 
 

Smart Cities: A Recipe for Social 

Apartheid? 
(Shruti Ravindran, The Guardian, May 7, 2015) 

  

The emergence of hi-tech prototype cities is raising 

concerns that India’s new urban enclaves, referred to as 

“Smart Cities”, will override local laws and use surveillance 

to keep out the poor. The creators of GIFT city, in 

Gandhinagar, promise to deliver by 2021, towers with 

world-class infrastructure which will provide residents with 

round-the-clock power and water, a “district-cooling 

system”, and an automatic garbage disposal system sending 

excrement through sewage pipes at 90kph. In a country 

where more than 300 million people live without electricity, 

and twice as many have no access to toilets, Gift City’s 

towers are practically castles in the sky. Also, a hundred of 

such cities are an essential part of the NDA government’s 

urban vision. However, one must consider that such cities 

would necessarily be inequitable. In fact, smart cities may 

turn into social apartheid cities, governed by powerful 

corporate entities. 

  

Economist and consultant Laveesh Bhandari describes them 

as “special enclaves” that would use prohibitive prices and 

harsh policing to prevent “millions of poor Indians” from 

“enjoying the privileges of such great infrastructure”. 

Concerns are that when such large amounts of private funds 

are invested without regard to low-cost housing, the poor 

will inevitably be left out. Conceptualising on the SEZ’s, 

these neo-liberal business-friendly zones exempt from taxes, 

duties and stringent labour laws, would eventually lead to 

“privatised governance”, rendering local governments 

powerless, as they would be managed by industrial 

establishments. Though budgetary allocationsfor “Smart 

Cities” have shrunk, they remain a key justification for a 

controversial land-acquisition ordinance the government is 

aiming to enact, which does away with mandatory consent 

and social safeguards for those whose lands are forcibly 

acquired. 

  

Meanwhile, the over-emphasis on high-end infrastructure 

and superlative quality of life aims to shy away from the 

more important question of who the intended inhabitants of 

Smart Cities are. The cities are likely to produce heavily-

policed spaces serving the elite and neo-middle classes, the 

eligible people – economically productive consumers 

(shoppers) and producers (employees) while keeping out the 

“anti-socials.” According to Sai Balakrishnan, an urban 

scholar at Rutgers, “Having islands of well-serviced smart 

cities amidst a vast sea of poorly-serviced and impoverished 

villages leads to what urban scholars have called the 

juxtaposition of the citadel and ghetto.” 

  

http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2015/may/07/india-100-

smart-cities-project-social-apartheid 

Date accessed: 13.5.2015 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

SECURITY 
 

Civilian Killings Double in Maoist-

Affected Areas: Home Ministry Data 
(Abhishek Bhalla, India Today, May 11, 2015) 
  

At the receiving end of the battle between security forces 

and Maoists are the civilians. Like in Sadaram Nag's case a 

villager from in Chhattisgarh, hundreds of villagers who live 

in developed areas become the victims of Maoist cruelty. 

The Union Home Ministry's data shows civilian killings 

have almost doubled as compared to the combined killings 

of security personnel and Maoists over the last five years. 

Since 2010, around 61 per cent of the killings in the so 

called Red zone have been of civilians. Most of them were 

branded as police informers by Maoists. Nearly 45 per cent 

of the civilians killed are those who are suspected to be 

helping the police. This could also include people who do 

not follow the orders of the rebel leaders. 
 

Nag was killed in a 'people's court' called Jan Adalat by 

Maoists for supporting development works. Along with 

Nag, nearly 250 villagers were taken hostage for favouring 

the construction of a bridge in Sukma district of 

Chhattisgarh. Nag's killing is not an aberration. Most of the 

killings of innocent villagers don't make headlines. 

Opposing development in the backward areas has been an 

old strategy adopted by Maoists, but with the local 

population supporting progress, the rebel movement is 

facing setbacks. In their desperation, they have been 

targeting civilians who support development works. In fact, 

development projects in Maoist-hit areas relating to roads, 

bridges, education and other infrastructure are getting a 

home ministry push. 
 

Officials on the ground say the number of civilians killed by 

Maoists could be much higher, but most cases are never 

reported. Although the number of civilian casualties has 

seen a reduction over the last few years, they still outnumber 

the number of killings of the forces and the Maoists put 

together, which is a disturbing trend. 
 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/maoists-civilian-killings-

security-forces-sadaram-nag-home-ministry-jan-

adalat/1/437300.html 

Date Accessed: 12.05.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
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HEALTH 
 

41% Rural Population Borrowed to 

Finance Health Care Expenses: Govt 
(Live Mint, May 13, 2015) 

  

The Union Government has stated that around 41% of rural 

population and 23% of urban masses relied on borrowings 

for financing expenditure on hospitalization. As per the 

NSSO (National Sample Survey Organisation) 60th round 

(2004) report on morbidity, health care and condition of the 

aged, about 41% of rural population and 23% of urban 

population relied on borrowings for financing the 

expenditure on hospitalisation,” Health Minister informed 

the Rajya Sabha. 

 

As per one analysis of NSSO 2004 data, around 63.22 

million people were impoverished due to healthcare 

expenditure in 2004. The Minister further stated that under 

the National Health Mission (NHM) which encompasses the 

National Rural Health Mission and the National Urban 

Health Mission, support is provided to states to strengthen 

their healthcare delivery system to provide equitable, 

accessible, affordable and quality healthcare with focus on 

addressing health needs of the poor and vulnerable groups. 

 

The Minister of health further stated that under this support, 

many services are expected to be provided free of cost to all 

citizens who access these services at public health facilities 

and the services include maternal health, universal 

immunization programme providing seven vaccine 

preventable diseases, pulse polio programme, family 

planning and communicable diseases amongst others. 
 
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/RlJxL2Qfi41CK2cwYSC

RxH/41-rural-population-borrowed-to-finance-healthcare-

expenses.html 

Date Accessed: 13.05.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 

 

TRANSPORT 
 

Cabinet Approves Project-Exit Policy 

for Highways Developers 
(Odisha Sun Times, May 13, 2015) 

  

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) 

headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved a 

project-exit policy for highway developer. “According to the 

CCEA, the comprehensive ‘exit policy’ framework now 

permits developers to divest 100 percent equity two years 

after the completion of construction.” It has also authorized 

the state-run National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) 

to intervene in languishing projects that are suffering from 

lack of funds. The CCEA said in a statement adding that the 

move will unlock equity from completed projects that can 

then be re-invested into new projects. 

  

The statement pointed out that there are 80 such Build, 

Operate and Transfer (BOT) projects awarded prior to 2009 

that have been completed and the lock-in equity in them 

works out to be Rs.4,500 crore. “This decision will also 

harmonise conditions uniformly across all concessions 

signed prior to 2009 with the policy framework for post-

2009 contracts,” the statement said. 

  

The CCEA decision to allow state run NHAI to intervene in 

languishing projects is for projects that are in advanced 

stage of completion but are stuck due to lack of additional 

equity or the lenders’ inability to disburse funds further. 

“The statement elaborated that NHAI will provide funds to 

such projects from within its overall budget on a loan basis 

at a pre-determined rate of return.” 

  

http://odishasuntimes.com/127415/cabinet-approves-project-

exit-policy-for-highways-developers/ 

Date Accessed: 15.05.2015 

(Jeet Singh) 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

Parliamentary Committee Criticizes 

Government for Under-Funding 

Environment Ministry 
(Mayank Aggarwal, Livemint, May 11, 2015) 

  

A report by the standing committee on science and 

technology and environment, which was submitted in the 

last week of April, has criticized the government for cutting 

funds for the environment ministry and asked it to revise the 

allocation since the ministry is tasked with arresting 

environment degradation. The Committee has blamed the 

Ministry for not utilizing its Budget in full, and has asked 

the Ministry to tighten its administrative mechanisms. The 

committee has also asked the government to give priority to 

the Ministry while allocating funds, keeping in mind its key 

function as the Union budget allocated Rs.1,446.60 crore for 

the ministry this year, Rs.596.4 crore less than in 2014-15. 

 

The Committee has observed, “In the year 2014-15, the plan 

allocation went down by 15.92%, while this year, it is 

further slashed by 23.8%.” The government has thus not 

successfully considered the reality and gravity of the 

environmental challenge while allocating and has been 
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asked to make adequate enhancements at the revised 

estimate stage. The Ministry has further been asked to check 

under-utilization due to administrative reasons such as late 

approvals, lack of adequate proposals, delays in receipt of 

proposals, late submission of utilization certificates and 

revalidation of unspent balances. 

 

According to the committee, the worst sufferers of forest 

degradation are poor tribal societies who survive on natural 

resources. At this stage, the Ministry needs to chalk out a 

realistic achievable action plan with due regard to the 

critical role played by it. 

 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/ns3Fxg81TM3usmZdeOI

YbJ/Govt-faces-flak-for-cutting-funds-for-environment.html 

Date accessed: 15.5.2015 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

 Parliamentary Panel Calls for 'Multi-

Pronged' Strategy to Protect Taj 
(Business Standard, May 10, 2015) 

  

The committee for Demands for Grants (2015-16) for 

Environment Ministry has expressed concern over the 

reports of discoloration of Taj Mahal and has asked 

Archeological Survey of India (ASI) to summit an action  

plan for the same. It noted that efforts by Environment 

Ministry, Taj Trapezium Zone Authority, UP Pollution 

Control Board and ASI have failed to limit the harm to the 

monument. 
  

The study by the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur 

showed that the particulate carbon and dust deposits arising 

from combustion of fossil fuels and biomass was causing the 

discoloration of the monument. As per the committee, a 

‘multi-pronged strategy’ is required to preserve Taj Mahal. 

The committee recommended that afforestation should 

begin around the monument. It also stressed the need to 

preserve “the Yamuna river catchment area around Taj and 

check vehicular pollution in the historic city.” 

  

No outlay has been earmarked for environmental 

management of heritage, pilgrimage and tourist centers. 

Moreover, “a token amount of Rs 1 lakh at the Budget 

Estimates (BE) level was allocated under the Plan head in 

2014-15” none of which has been utilized. 

  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/parl-

panel-calls-for-multi-pronged-strategy-to-protect-taj-

115051000097_1.html 

Date Accessed: 11.5.2015 

(Shriyam Gupta) 
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SOCIETY 

GENDER 
 

Bringing Women on Board 
(EPW, May 9, 2015) 

 

This article highlights the rampant gender prejudice in 

corporate India. Securities and Exchange Board of India 

(SEBI) initially set a deadling of October 1, 2014 for listed 

companies in India to appoint a woman member on their 

board of Directors. However, failing to get much response, 

the deadline was extended to April 1, 2015. The mandatory 

clause regarding this in the Companies Act, 2013, along 

with the penalty for its breach has led to angst about 

“reservation” and forcing gender equality on corporate 

India. Corporate India has never been a guiding light for 

social affirmation and equal opportunities. According to 

industry estimates, before SEBI’s directive only 6% of 

directors of the 1,463 companies listed on the National 

Stock Exchange  were women. As of April this year, the 

financial media reported that 88% or 1,456 of the total 

companies listed on the NSE have appointed a woman 

director. However, this picture too has a hidden fact as the 

law is still subverted, in spirit. 

 

Patriarchal prejudice is deeper in India’s caste networked 

business communities than in other urban professions. There 

is a reluctance to appoint women-directors accruing to the 

belief that few women can understand business. Most Indian 

companies are family-denominated and men usually 

controlling business implies an absence of women in the 

leadership positions, thus, leading to a paucity of women-

candidates for the director’s post. There is a need to ask why 

this paucity exists.  In 2004, the government had initaited 

moves towards changes in the Companies Act, among which 

was one about reserving a seat on the board for a woman. 

However, even then there were negligible efforts towards 

achieving this. Companies are now dealing with the fear of 

penalty by appointing female-spouses, close relatives of the 

men at top-positions. As a result, the law is still subverted in 

spirit.  

 

Norway was the first to reserve a quota for women on 

corporate boards followed by Italy and France; it is now the 

norm in many market-friendly countries. These countries 

have the highest percentage of women in top corporate 

leadership positions now (33% for Norway). Even though 

male relatives  sometimes influence the female panchayat 

and local governing body members elected under women’s 

reservations, the33%  reservation has opened new avenues 

for women. Women are more assertive about their rights, 

and younger women can aspire for these positions. For 

corporate India, the focus should shift from a mere token of 

one woman-member to the full acknowledgement of the 

valuable perspective and talent that women bring. 

 

http://www.epw.in/editorials/bringing-women-board.html 

Date accessed: 13.5.2015 

(Kasturi Mishra) 

 

REGIONALISM 
 

Call to Make NEC Niti Aayog 

Subsidiary 
(Assam Tribune, May 14, 2015) 

  

A delegation nof North East MPs’ Forum (NEMF) led by 

former Speaker of Lok Sabha P.A. Sangma, asked Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi to convert the Shillong-based North 

Eastern Council (NEC) into a subsidiary of Niti Aayog. The 

demand has raised after discontinuation of Special Category 

States status enjoyed by the NE states by NDA government. 

Briefing to media, “Sangma said they have suggested to the 

Prime Minister to rechristen the NEC as North East Niti 

Aayog.” 

  

Along with this demand, the NEMF handed over a 10-point 

actionable agenda memorandum to Prime Minister in 

presence of Union Minister for Development of Northeast 

Region (DoNER) Jitendra Singh. 

  

“The memorandum describes at length the various potential 

projects which could be taken up in each of the eight states 

in the near future. It broadly refers to a “10 -point action 

agenda”, envisaging strengthening of institutional 

frameworks, maintaining peace to achieve prosperity, 

enabling growth through road, rail and aviation connectivity, 

strengthening power generation and transmission, managing 

natural resources, empowering North-east youths, creating 

jobs through industry entrepreneurship and tourism, harness 

of geological and cultural richness, realising the ‘Act East’ 

vision and ensuring better healthcare.” 

  

http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/detailsnew.asp?id=ma

y1515/at054 

Date Accessed: 15.05.2015 

(Jeet Singh) 
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OPINIONS 
 

The Indian Media Must Ask Itself 

Whether it is Still in the Business of 

Journalism 
(Economic and Political Weekly, May 9, 2015) 

  

The hashtag #GoBackIndianMedia on twitter and the 

statement by Arvind Kejriwal stating that the Indian media 

seems to have a taken a contract killing assignment on the 

Aam Aadmi party has raised questions about journalism in 

the country. A major section of television media believe that 

Kejriwal’s criticism of disproportionate coverage of farmer 

suicide in Delhi is misplaced. Moreover, media is unable to 

understand why is it facing brunt from its neighbor Nepal 

when they were just reporting the incident. 

  

There is a need to assess what entails journalism. Major 

news organizations convey a special training for reporters 

covering disaster and conflict. A specific set of ‘DOs’ and 

‘DONTs’ are issued. However, such training is missing in 

India because of which reporters are pushed to just look for 

‘exclusives’. This led to what Nepalis perceived as “crass 

form of reporting perfected by some Indian television 

channels: walk up to a victim and ask, “How are you 

feeling?” It reflects Indian media’s insensitivity. Many times 

journalists forget about the people in the story. One “cannot 

demand that distressed and suffering people speak…without 

figuring out a way of also helping them. That is not 

journalism; it is voyeurism.” 

  

While covering disasters, such as Nepal, journalists turn to 

relief missions in order to gain access to affected areas. But 

access and relief is just one part of the story. Yet, Indian 

relief response to the quake became the only coverage in 

Nepal. While providing aerial view coverage of affected 

areas from helicopters, the journalists overlooked the events 

at the ground. Stories of the “way Nepalis helped each other 

in the absence of organised relief and rescue in the 

immediate aftermath, how people used to political turmoil 

and poor governance did not wait around for help, and how 

even a small local army and police force went to work” 

needs to covered. Providing the worm’s eye view is 

essential to journalism. Moreover, the coverage was given a 

pro-Indian perspective that turned journalism into a public 

relations exercise.  

  

The stand off between the AAP and media reflects two 

things. First, that media is looking for stories when there 

may not even be one. Such is evident in absurd 

controversies about some members of the party. Secondly, 

media is highly controlled by its owners. This is reflected in 

the void of coverage regarding assessing the performance of 

Delhi government. The camera has only focused on the 

controversy rather than the progress. 

  

Coverage of quake and the Kejriwal statement has exposed 

areas that need introspection by the media. “It can choose to 

ignore these and continue its aggressive and agenda-based 

reporting while deluding itself that this is what the reader 

and the viewer wants. Or it can use this chance to ask again 

whether what it is doing is journalism.” 

  

http://www.epw.in/editorials/journalism-or-voyeurism.html 

Date Accessed: 11.5.2015 

(Shriyam Gupta) 

 

BOOKS 
 

Environment & Fiscal Reforms in India 
(Gopi Krishna Warrier, Frontline, May 15, 2015) 

  

The book under review, Environmental and Fiscal Reforms 

in India, adds to an informed discussion on incorporating 

eco-taxes and eco subsidies in the GST system. D.K. 

Srivastava and K.S. Kavi Kumar, the lead authors of this 

volume, discuss ways in which eco-taxes could be 

disincentives for polluting industries and processes, and how 

eco subsidies could provide incentives for green processes. 

The idea is to bring environmental cost, which is currently 

an externality, into the accounting and taxation system. 

Srivastava and Kumar suggest two important considerations 

to be taken into account when planning for India’s growth. 

“First, there is a need to recognise what the pollution load 

that is growing at potential rate implies. Secondly, while the 

proposed transition to GST might imply efficiency effects 

and, therefore, facilitate growth, left to itself it might also 

encourage pollution.” They have developed a methodology 

to examine the energy-growth-pollution linkages, which 

uses a macroeconomic model to generate future demand and 

output profiles and an input-output model to examine inter-

sectoral choices. The macroeconomic model estimates 

potential growth and potential tax revenues under suitable 

fiscal, trade and policy configurations up to 2030. 

 

The “green” GST that the authors propose does not change 

the basic character of the proposed GST. There will be a 

single and uniform rate for both the Central GST (CGST) 

and the State GST (SGST), which together will be 

represented by the Integrated GST (IGST). In addition, the 

Centre and the States will have the power to levy non-

rebatable excise/sales tax or cess over and above the CGST 

and SGST rates on petroleum products, demerit goods and 
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polluting goods and services. The authors state that “using 

eco-taxes in the GST framework works better for the 

sustained environment-friendly growth for India. It enables 

fixation of the core GST rate at relatively lower levels 

(initially at 14 per cent) thereby generating efficiency effects 

and better compliance. With low overall GST rates, resource 

allocation and compliance would be better, unleashing the 

productive forces of the economy and taking it towards 

achievable potential growth. The reduction in output of 

polluting goods and services is brought about by an increase 

in the non-rebatable component of the tax.” 

 

The timing of the publication of Environmental and Fiscal 

Reforms in India is appropriate, considering that the 

government has moved the GST Bill in Parliament. 

Srivastava and Kumar have introduced well-researched 

arguments for incorporating eco-taxes and eco subsidies into 

the GST system. An effective inclusion of eco-taxes in the 

GST will help the government gain greater access to 

financial resources to provide higher exemptions to 

individual middle-class taxpayers. The measures can also 

strengthen the element of environmental sustainability to the 

“make in India” agenda. However, for that the government 

would have to be serious about conserving the environment 

even as it pushes the development agenda. 

 

http://www.frontline.in/books/for-a-green-

gst/article7150401.ece 

Date Accessed: 12.05.2015 

(Devyani Bhushan) 
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