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ddressing the Planning 

Commission Meeting 

considering the draft XIIth 

Plan on September 15, 

2012, the Prime Minister, 

Dr. Manmohan Singh, set out a 

clear development vision for the 

nation.  

 

Against the background of the 

global economic crisis and our 

own economic slowdown, the 

Prime Minister said that “Our 

immediate priority must be to 

orchestrate a rebound in the 

second half of the current year. 

We should then try to accelerate 

growth to reach around 9 per cent 

by the end of the Plan period. This 

will yield a target growth rate of 

around 8.2 percent over the 

Twelfth Plan. This is lower than 

the 9 percent originally projected, 

but some downward revision is 

realistic given the state of the 

world.”    

 

The Prime Minister said, “Our 

objective is not just growth of 

GDP, but growth that is 

inclusive and also sustainable. 

The SC/STs, OBCs, and the 

minorities must all participate 

fully in the growth process. The 

Plan has many elements designed 

to ensure this.” 

 

PM called for speeding up the 

pace of implementation of 

infrastructure projects, noting that 

“We need close to a trillion 

dollars of investment in 

infrastructure and we have to 

work hard to achieve this. “ 

 

PM identified three broad 

components of the longer term 

planning agenda: (i) 

“Government programmes aimed 

at achieving specific sectoral 

objectives. The P.M. said, “Plan 

contains ambitious programmes in 

health, education, water resource 

management, infrastructure 

development, and a number of 

programmes aimed at 

strengthening the processes of 

inclusiveness, most notably the 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee 

Programme, the PMGSY, the 

IWDP and the National Rural 

Livelihoods Mission 

Considerable resources are being 

allocated for these programmes. 

We need to pay much greater 

attention to making sure that these 

programmes are also delivering 

results on the ground, particularly 

for the Schedule Castes/Schedule 

Tribes and the weaker sections. 

Some of the changes in the 

Centrally Sponsored Schemes 

suggested by the Chaturvedi 

Committee will help to improve 

effectiveness. 
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(ii)Maintaining macro economic 

balance -- to achieve the target of 

8.2 percent growth we need to 

revive investment in the 

economy. Our fiscal deficit must 

be brought down over the medium 

term to release domestic resources 

for productive deployment in the 

economy.” 

Because export prospects are not 

very encouraging, the Plan 

projects a current account deficit 

of 2.9 per cent of GDP. This must 

be financed mainly through 

Foreign Direct Investment and 

Foreign Institutional Investment 

flows, so that reliance on external 

debt is contained. The PM said, “I 

believe we can attract the 

financing we need provided our 

fiscal deficit is seen to be coming 

under control and the growth 

momentum is regained. 

(iii)  Policies which can improve 

performance in individual 

sectors -- key sectors which 

enhance human capability and can 

contribute hugely to the objective 

of promoting inclusive growth.  

The PM also said, “Agricultural 

growth must be accelerated to 

about 4 percent; manufacturing 

must grow much faster than it has, 

to generate the employment 

growth we need. 

The PM said infrastructure 

development is vital. It needs a 

combination of public investment 

and Public Private Partnerships. 

The PM said that energy is a 

difficult area where our policy 

needs a comprehensive review. 

“We are energy deficient and 

import dependence is going up. It 

is vital for our energy security that 

we increase domestic production 

and also increase energy 

efficiency. Rational energy 

pricing is therefore critical. Our 

energy prices are out of line with 

world prices. The recent increase 

in diesel prices is an important 

step in the right direction.” 

The PM said, “Water is another 

area where problems of scarcity 

and the challenges of effective 

resource management are likely to 

expand in the years that lie 

ahead.” 

The PM said, “Urbanization is a 

new challenge which we must 

address.” 

The PM said that the central 

message of the Plan is that “we 

can achieve our objective 

provided we put in place policies 

that will take care of our 

weaknesses.” 

The Plan for the first time 

introduces alternative scenarios. 

Scenario one is called “Strong 

Inclusive growth”. It presents 

what is possible if the policy 

actions outlined in the Plan are 

substantially implemented. One 

can expect a number of virtuous 

cycles to start operating, leading 

to positive results on both growth 

and inclusion. This is the scenario 

we should aim at. 

Scenario two is called 

“insufficient action”. It describes 

a state of partial action with weak 

implementation. The virtuous 

cycles that reinforce growth in 

Scenario I, will not kick in, and 

growth can easily slow down to 6 

to 6.5 percent. Inclusiveness will 

also suffer. This is where we will 

end up if we make only half-

hearted efforts and slip in 

implementation. It is my sincere 

hope that we do not do so. 

Scenario three is called “policy 

logjam”. It reflects a situation 

where for one reason or another, 

most of the policies needed to 

achieve Scenario 1 are not taken. 

If this continues for any length of 

time, vicious cycles begin to set in 

and growth could easily collapse 

to about 5 percent per annum, 

with very poor outcomes on 

inclusion. I urge everyone 

interested in the country’s 

future to understand fully the 

implications of this scenario. 

They will quickly come to an 

agreement that the people of 

India deserve better than this. 

The Scenarios Planning is 

politically significant – the PM 

was drawing attention to the dire 

economic consequences he 

foresees for the country should the 

Congress party not have adequate 

political support to ensure that 

Scenario 1 materializes.  Showing 

firm faith and confidence the PM 

said, “I believe we can make 

Scenario one possible. It will take 

courage and some risks but it 

should be our endeavor to ensure 

that it materializes.”  

UN Warns of 

Looming World 

Water Crisis 
(BBC News) 

 
According to a report of the Inter 

Action Council, titled "The 

Global Water Crisis: Addressing 

an Urgent Security Issue", a 

rapidly worsening water shortage 

threatens to destabilize the planet 

and should be a top priority for 

the UN Security Council and 

world leaders. The report states 

that water demand in India and 

China will exceed supplies in 

less than two decades. The 

worsening water shortage 

threatens to destabilize the planet 

along with posing serious 

security, development and social 

risks. The danger is particularly 

acute in sub-Saharan Africa, 

Western Asia and North Africa. 

(Report, AFP, Daily Nation, Date 

11 Sep. 12)   

 

 

 

 

 

HEADLINES 
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Government 

Working On 

Stable Export-

Import Policy On 

Selected Agri-

Commodities 

To overcome the inconsistencies 

in farm export-import policy, the 

Government is considering 

allowing a minimum level of 

quantity for the export of selected 

agri-commodities to help India 

become a stable player in the 

global market. Food Minister 

K.V. Thomas has announced that 

they are working on a mechanism 

to have a stable export-import 

policy on select agricultural 

commodities such as sugar, wheat 

and rice and are in discussion with 

the Commerce Ministry to allow 

wheat, rice and sugar exports at 

certain level. The stable policy on 

export will help both farmers and 

industry. Sugar sector is the only 

industry which is fully controlled 

by the government. It is regulated 

right from production through 

distribution in domestic and 

global markets. 
 

http://www.samachar.com/Govt-

working-on-stable-exportimport-

policy-on-select-agricommodities-

mjlmPffgfja.html?source=recommend

ed_news_ 

 

Global Food 

Crisis Affecting  

India  
(The Hindu) 

 

 
 

According to the World Bank’s 

figures, over the year-ending July 

2012 India recorded the second 

largest increase in wheat prices 

among all countries, and the third 

largest increase in rice. In the light 

of these statistics, the article 

discusses factors affecting global 

food prices. The impact of 

increase in food prices in one 

country is bound to be felt by net 

food purchasers everywhere as the 

food markets are integrated 

globally. The writer says World 

Bank figures reveal that the Indian 

government cannot remain 

complacent on the grounds that 

India is not a major food-

importing nation. He shows how 

factors like cost increase and 

speculative activity too can 

contribute to increase in prices.  
 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/col

umns/Chandrasekhar/article3853840.

ece 

 

Agricultural 

Market Reforms 

Required to 

Control Inflation 

of Sugar and 

Wheat Prices  
(Economic Times) 

 

While wheat prices are up 20%, 

sugar is up 12% from mid July. 

This is quite paradoxical given 

higher rates of production of both 

items. Sugar supplies have risen 

by 10 lakh tonnes over the last 

three years while wheat stock is 

higher than ever before. Grain 

procured for poor is sold into the 

market, huge amounts of grains 

rot in storage and an inefficient 

distribution system makes the 

situation even worse. There is an 

urgent need to bring in reforms in 

the food administration to control 

the powerful lobbies in various 

states. 
 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatim

es.com/2012-09-

11/news/33763363_1_sugar-and-

wheat-world-sugar-prices-mills-and-

traders  

 

(Date accessed: 11.09.2012) 

 

 

 

Futures 

Speculation 

Distorting 

Rubber Prices 
(From Business Standard) 

  

Import of natural rubber is set to 

increase, as speculation in the 

futures market has severely 

impacted the availability in 

physical markets, stated the 

Automotive Tyre Manufacturers 

Association (Atma) and the All 

India Rubber Industries 

Association (AIRIA). 

“A binge of heavy speculation has 

thrown the entire domestic rubber 

trade out of gear. Expiry pressures 

of the just expired September 

contract have sent prices spiraling 

up. According to Vinod Simon, 

president of AIRIA, the current 

speculation in domestic futures is 

giving least consideration to the 

demand-supply fundamentals. 

“Why,” he asked, “should 

domestic NR prices hold 

significantly higher than 

international prices when we are 

approaching the peak production 

months and carrying more than 

250,000 tonnes as suggested by 

the Rubber Board, and also in 

light of the fact that there is 

already a spurt in imports this 

year of 21 per cent?”, asked 

Simon. 

 
(http://www.business-
standard.com/india/news/futures-
speculation-distorting-rubber-
prices/487088/) 

 

Thorium India’s 

Energy Security 
(Sandhya Jain, The Pioneer) 

 
Thorium is critical to our nuclear 

energy security and strategic 

deterrence policy. India’s huge 

reserves are in the form of placer 

sand complexes along both 

southern coasts.  Manavalakurichi 

at Kanyakumari has 30% of the 

world’s known reserves. Thorium 

can be used to feed nuclear 

reactors; it can be used multiple 

SECTION 1: THE ECONOMY 
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times to generate electricity, thus 

creating an endless cycle of fuel 

availability. Thorium cycles are 

feasible in existing thermal and 

fast reactors without major 

changes in engineering systems, 

reactor control and reactivity 

devices. India ranks among only 

four nations with thorium nuclear 

technology competence (after the 

US, France, Japan), and can 

potentially export fast-breeder 

thorium-based N-reactors, 

therefore, it should immediately 

declare its thorium reserves as a 

strategic asset, not for export. 
 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/columni

sts/item/52434-thorium-holds-key-to-

india%E2%80%99s-energy-

security.html 

 
(Date accessed: 11.09.2012) 

 

Rationalizing 

Civil Liability 

For Nuclear 

Damage  
(Standing Committee Report, 

Lok Sabha) 

 
The Department of Atomic 

Energy was pulled up for diluting 

the Civil Liability for Nuclear 

Damage Act (CLNDA) by the 

Standing Committee on Sub-

ordinate legislation. The report 

argued that among others, the 

CLND rules had the following 

shortcomings: 

 No provision for interim 

relief for victims of nuclear 

liabilities.  

 Substantial limitations on the 

supplier’s liability. 

The Committee also made a 

number of other recommendations 

including scope for judicial 

review in case of appeal against 

inadequate or incomplete 

compensation, and revision of 

Rule 24, which in their opinion 

inserted dilutions to the CLND 

Act.  

 
http://www.indiaenvironmentportal.or

g.in/files/file/SC-report-on-Rules-for-

CLND.pdf  

 

(Date accessed: 12.09.2012) 

Out Of The 

Nuclear Closet 

(Jessica Lovering, Ted 

Norddhuas, Michael 

Schellenbeger, Foreign Policy 

Magazine) 
 

 
 

The article gives an analysis of 

various countries’ plan to phase 

out nuclear plants after the 

Fukushima incident. It articulates 

that with the growing energy 

demand which has outstripped the 

availability of domestic fossil 

fuel, nuclear remains the only 

reliable alternative to generate 

sufficient power. Nuclear also 

remains the only proven 

technology capable of reliably 

generating zero-carbon energy at 

a scale that can have any impact 

on global warming but nuclear 

industry continues to struggle to 

grow because of the combined 

political and economic 

constraints. Even many of the 

environmentalists have voted in 

favor of nuclear energy because 

mitigating climate change without 

massive global expansion of 

nuclear energy seems a difficult 

task. 

 
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles

/2012/09/07/out_of_the_nuclear_clos

et  

 

(Date accessed: 11.09.2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

China Focuses on 

Effective 

Utilization of 

Investment 

Resources  

The UK ECONOMIST (Print 

Edition, September 15, 2012) 

argues that “rather than Keynesian 

economics, a different economic 

science seems to be governing 

China’s response to [its sharpest] 

slowdown… 

 

“Whereas Keynes feared 

shortfalls in investment spending, 

his intellectual antagonists {led by 

Hayek] worried about 

misallocations of that spending. 

Inadequate investment, Keynes 

argued, would leave the economy 

deprived of demand and workers 

bereft of employment. But 

malinvestment, argued Friedrich 

Hayek, an Austrian economist, 

would leave the economy poorly 

co-ordinated and workers stranded 

in the wrong jobs.” 

 

The Economist writes, “Despite 

the sharpest slowdown in the 

Chinese economy since 2009, Mr. 

Wen did not announce anything 

spectacular. Instead, he 

emphasized the government’s 

existing “adjustments and fine-

tuning”, including some tax 

reform, and a couple of cuts in 

interest rates and reserve 

requirements. That was in keeping 

with two recent announcements 

by China’s planning body, which 

briefly raised hopes of a second 

stimulus. The announcements 

highlighted a number of 

infrastructure projects that will 

add over 2,000km to China’s road 

network and multiply the length 

of China’s subway systems. But 

most of these projects were 

conceived and approved months 

ago. Only the announcement was 

new.” 
http://www.economist.com/node/21

562903 
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Mining 

 

High Incidence 

Of Illegal Mining 

In Gujarat  
(Counterview, 09.08.2012)  

 
A report by Oxfam India has 

highlighted that 13.12 % of all 

illegal mining in India takes 

place in Gujarat. Gujarat has 

5,416 illegal mines out of a total 

of 41,283 illegal mines identified 

by the Ministry of Mines, 

Government of India.   
 

http://counterview.org/2012/08/09/oxf

am-sponsored-study-suggests-there-

is-high-incidence-of-illegal-mining-

in-gujarat/ 

 

(Date accessed: 11.09.2012) 

 

Agriculture & 

Rural 

 

ICAR To Set Up 

National Hybrid 

Rice Consortium  
(Samachar) 

 
Indian Council of Agriculture 

Research (ICAR) is in the process 

of establishing a National Hybrid 

Rice Consortium to bring all 

stakeholders onto a common 

platform to share research 

knowledge and put it to use in 

order to build the hybrid rice 

ecosystem and has held several 

rounds of consultation meetings 

with public agencies and private 

firms on the need and on the 

framework for it. Deputy 

Director, ICAR announced that in 

all likelihood, the consortium will 

be formed in a month. Private 

firms will pay a membership 

(about Rs 2.5 lakh to Rs 5 lakh). 

Government universities and 

research agencies will get 

membership free of charge. 
 

http://www.samachar.com/Govt-

working-on-stable-exportimport-

policy-on-select-agricommodities-

mjlmPffgfja.html?source=recommend

ed_news_top  

 

(Date accessed: 11.09.2012) 

 

Bihar Increases 

Spending On 

Flood 

Management 
(Ranu Sinha, The New York 

Times blog on India) 

 
Taking lessons from the 2008 

Kosi river flood, Bihar has begun 

transforming its flood 

management practices. In its 

2011-12 budget, estimated 

spending on irrigation, flood 

control and energy is close to 77 

billion rupees. This is 

significantly higher than 56 

billion rupees; the amount 

budgeted in 2010-11.  Flood 

management in India is the 

responsibility of state 

governments. However, there is a 

significant gap in the quality, 

performance and ability of state 

institutions to manage the 

complexity of floods. Total flood 

damage in India, in terms of 

population affected and crops and 

assets destroyed, has risen from 

approximately 520 million rupees 

in 1953 to over 88 billion rupees 

in 2000.  
 

http://india.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/0

8/31/bihar-leads-the-way-in-flood-

management/  

 

(Date accessed: 11.09. 2012)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Education 
 

Entrance Test 

Coaching 

Industry 

Harming Indian 

Public Education, 

says Reuters 
(Excerpted from Diksha 

Madhok, Reuters) 

 

In 2012, more than 500,000 

students took the IIT entrance 

exam and less than 10,000 cleared 

it, making admission statistically 

harder than getting into America's 

Ivy League colleges. 

 

[Entrance coaching centers] have 

become a magnet for tens of 

thousands of mostly middle class 

families in a country where two 

decades of rapid economic growth 

have failed to improve a 

dysfunctional state education 

system and a shortage of good 

universities. 

 

Such …schools coach students for 

fiercely competitive entrance tests 

to a handful of premier technical 

and medical colleges. Their 

modus operandi is rote learning. 

…. teenagers are trained 

intensively to solve complex 

multiple-choice questions on 

physics, chemistry or 

mathematics.… 

 

The popularity of India's [entrance 

coaching centers] has helped 

make a bad situation worse in the 

state education system. Better pay 

tempts schoolteachers to 

moonlight as private instructors, 

neglecting the poorer students 

they are meant to be teaching. 

…. 

The poor quality of state teaching 

has resulted in a generation where 

about two-thirds of 10-year-olds 

cannot do a simple division 

problem, according to Wilima 

Wadhwa of ASER, a Delhi-based 

SECTION 2: DEVELOPMENT & GOVERNANCE 

http://counterview.org/2012/08/09/oxfam-sponsored-study-suggests-there-is-high-incidence-of-illegal-mining-in-gujarat/
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http://counterview.org/2012/08/09/oxfam-sponsored-study-suggests-there-is-high-incidence-of-illegal-mining-in-gujarat/
http://www.samachar.com/Govt-working-on-stable-exportimport-policy-on-select-agricommodities-mjlmPffgfja.html?source=recommended_news_top
http://www.samachar.com/Govt-working-on-stable-exportimport-policy-on-select-agricommodities-mjlmPffgfja.html?source=recommended_news_top
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education research centre. 

 

The experience in poorer schools 

can be bleak. Teacher truancy is 

common in most villages, while 

poverty can force families to pull 

children out of school early to 

find work. Pupils from lower 

castes face bullying and 

discrimination from their teachers, 

and are sometimes forced into 

doing menial jobs such as 

cleaning school toilets instead of 

attending classes. 

 

The lack of good schools and 

colleges means that the quality of 

the average Indian degree is so 

low that even those students who 

manage to get one could find 

themselves without a job. 

 

"Only 25 percent of our 

engineering graduates, on 

average, are actually fit to fulfill 

the requirements of the IT 

industry," said Binod Khadria, a 

sociology professor at New 

Delhi's Jawaharlal Nehru 

University. "So you can imagine 

the amount of wastage. Those 

who are left over ... what are they 

going to do?" 

 

…..Two-year coaching 

programmes in Kota cost $3,000-

$4,000, in addition to which 

students have to pay for their 

regular schools and spend at least 

$2,000 a year on accommodation. 

That makes the total expenditure a 

small fortune for most in a nation 

where the annual per capita 

income is around $1,250.….Many 

teachers' salaries top $6,000 a 

month. 

 

Such cram schools compound 

the inequalities of an education 

system plagued by absentee 

teachers and high drop-out rates, 

which have left a quarter of 

Indians illiterate and lacking the 

skills to match the country's 

growing economic needs. 

 

A global survey by 

ManpowerGroup, one of the 

world's largest staffing service 

providers, estimated India's 

shortage of skilled labor at 67 

percent - the second worst in the 

world. 

 

The skill shortages threaten to 

blunt what is seen as one of 

India's biggest economic 

advantages - its demographic 

dividend. 

 

With 60 percent of India's 1.2 

billion population under the age of 

35, the country has an opportunity 

to reap the kind of demographic 

dividend that brought the dramatic 

transformation of East Asian 

economies towards the end of the 

20th century. 

 

The average age of an Indian in 

2020 will be 29 compared with 37 

in China and the United States 

and 48 in Japan, bringing a chance 

to boost productivity and the 

savings rate. But India may never 

realize its dividend if the bulk of 

these youths are poorly educated, 

stuck in low-value jobs or under-

employed. 

 

"In the long run, it has to 

undermine faith in the education 

system as a meritocratic system, 

where hard work and talent are 

rewarded," said Chad Lykins, co-

author of an Asian Development 

Bank report on private coaching 

in Asia. "Instead, the reward goes 

to the person who can go outside 

the system and get exam tricks 

and tips." 

Critics also argue that the cram 

schools offer false hope to many 

students and parents, promising 

results even though the candidate 

may not have an aptitude for 

engineering or medicine. 

…. 

Seeing the potential in the Indian 

market, Etoos, a South Korean 

coaching giant, invested 300 

million rupees to set up shop in 

Kota in 2011, focusing on video 

lectures and e-learning. 

 

"In terms of revenue, India is 

going to cross over South Korea," 

said Etoos' business head Nitin 

Chaturvedi. "The Indian 

population is huge and 

geographically also it is 4-5 times 

of Korea." 

 

Coaching firms have flourished in 

other cities too. FIITJEE, a 

household name for would-be 

engineering students, has over 60 

franchises across the country. It 

plans an initial public offering 

(IPO) in the next few months. 

 
http://in.reuters.com/article/2012/09/1

1/india-cramschools-kota-

idINDEE8890GW20120911  

 

(Date accessed: 11.09. 2012) 

 
IPR 

Fundamentalism 

Threatens 

Student Access to 

Learning 

Material  
 (Excerpts from article 
published in Indian Express 
by Lawrence Liang) 
 
Cambridge and Oxford University 

Press have filed a copyright 

infringement case against a 

photocopy enterprise located in 

Delhi university, claiming that the 

copies of reading material 

(“course packs”) being distributed 

by the photocopier violate 

copyright law. The publishers 

have claimed damages to the tune 

of sixty lakhs. 

 

Lawrence Liang argues that the 

petition of the publishers is 

without merit. He says that “Sec. 

52(1) (h) (i) of India’s Copyright 

Act allows for ‘the reproduction 

of any work by a teacher or a 

pupil in the course of instruction’ 

or as a part of questions or 

answers to questions. Further Sec. 

52(1) (a) allows for a fair dealing 

with any work (except computer 

programs) for the purposes of 

private or personal use, including 

research.  It is therefore very 

much within the rights of the 

university and the students to 

create course packs and to access 

photocopies of academic texts and 

articles in the course of 

instruction. The fact that the 

Copyright Act in India does not 

lay down any quantitative 

restrictions when it comes to 

personal use or educational use 

even though such restrictions 
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operate for other  kinds of usages 

is indicative of the intention of the 

policy makers to ensure that there 

is adequate access to learning 

materials.” 

Liang points out that “In most 

academic disciplines textbooks 

are extremely expensive and 

unaffordable for the average 

student and if one attempted to 

buy all the books which are 

prescribed for a course it would 

mean that only very few 

privileged students would afford 

an education in India.…the 

university library have a 

maximum of one to three copies 

of books that are shared by 

hundreds of students and the 

course pack is therefore an 

institutionalized practice to ensure 

that all students have access to 

learning materials.” 

The National Students Union of 

India (NSUI) has been at the 

forefront of student protests 

across the country against the 

claims of the publishers, 

demanding that student access to 

learning, protected by the 

“education safeguard” in the 

current law, be protected. 

Health 
 

India Moves To 

Tackle Antibiotic 

Resistance  
(Erica Westly, Nature) 

 
Antibiotic resistance is a 

worldwide concern, but it is 

particularly relevant in India, 

where hospital standards are 

inconsistent and antibiotics are 

readily available over the counter 

at pharmacies. Drug misuse is a 

key factor which leads to 

antibiotic resistance. Physicians 

have moved a step closer to their 

goal towards drug regulation by 

announcing a plan that would put 

tight restrictions on the sale of 

antibiotics. Under the new 

regulations, carbapenems and 

other antibiotics with declining 

efficacy would be treated as a 

special category of prescription 

drugs. They would carry 

prominent red labels, and surprise 

inspections by the regulator would 

check whether pharmacies were 

selling them over the counter. 

 
http://www.nature.com/news/india-

moves-to-tackle-antibiotic-resistance-

1.11392  

 

(Date accessed: 12.09. 2012) 

 

Maternal 

Mortality: An 

Unfinished Effort  
(T.K. Rajalakshmi, 

Frontline, Volume 29 - 

Issue 18) 

 
India accounted for 19 percent of 

maternal deaths worldwide in 

2010, according to the UN. 

Maternal health programmes such 

as the Janani Suraksha Yojana 

(JSY) have been in operation but 

with limited success. Though 

these programmes satisfy basic 

needs to an extent, underlying 

issues of maternal satisfaction are 

overlooked. In India, women have 

little say in when they want to get 

pregnant or where they would like 

to deliver. Nearly two-fifths said 

they preferred home delivery on 

account of better comfort and 

privacy. With this half hearted 

effort by the government 

combined with the 

uncompromising nature of 

women’s work, health takes a 

backseat, resulting in higher 

maternal mortality rates.  
 

http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories

/20120921291809000.htm 

 

(Date accessed: 11.09.2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doctors In 

Chhattisgarh Rob 

6,000 Women Of 

Their Wombs To 

Claim Insurance 

Benefits  
(Deepak Tiwari, The 

Week) 

 

 
 

The report discusses how 

unscrupulous doctors in 

Chhattisgarh have been taking 

advantage of Rashtriya Swasthya 

Bima Yojna (RSBY), the national 

health insurance scheme. Under 

the scheme, each family under 

poverty line is entitled to cashless 

treatment for up to Rs 30,000 

annually.  In order to claim this 

amount from the government, the 

doctors have been insisting on 

surgery even for ailments that 

could be cured with minor 

medications. Following this, the 

government has now issued new 

guidelines for the RSBY scheme. 

Now both the patients and 

hospitals have to seek permission 

from the health department before 

a hysterectomy is done.  
 

http://week.manoramaonline.com/cgii

n/MMOnline.dll/portal/ep/theWeekC

ontent.do?programId=10350679&con

tentId=12193555 

 

(Date accessed:  08.09.2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nature.com/news/india-moves-to-tackle-antibiotic-resistance-1.11392
http://www.nature.com/news/india-moves-to-tackle-antibiotic-resistance-1.11392
http://www.nature.com/news/india-moves-to-tackle-antibiotic-resistance-1.11392
http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories/20120921291809000.htm
http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories/20120921291809000.htm
http://week.manoramaonline.com/cgiin/MMOnline.dll/portal/ep/theWeekContent.do?programId=10350679&contentId=12193555
http://week.manoramaonline.com/cgiin/MMOnline.dll/portal/ep/theWeekContent.do?programId=10350679&contentId=12193555
http://week.manoramaonline.com/cgiin/MMOnline.dll/portal/ep/theWeekContent.do?programId=10350679&contentId=12193555
http://week.manoramaonline.com/cgiin/MMOnline.dll/portal/ep/theWeekContent.do?programId=10350679&contentId=12193555
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Urban 

 
Urban 

Governance And 

Citizen Rights In 

China And India  
(Xuefei Ren, Woodrow 

Wilson Centre) 

 
In a paper presented at the 

Woodrow Wilson centre, Xuefei 

Ren pointed out that 129 cities in 

China and 45 in India have 

populations of over a million. 

Conducting case studies in both 

countries, she argued that such 

large scale urbanization has 

created major governance 

challenges. Extrapolating from 

these case studies, she argues that 

citizenship rights are not enjoyed 

by all, and tend to be unevenly 

distributed across social groups. 

However, she concludes by 

arguing that both Chinese and 

Indian cities “have become 

strategic sites for reassembling 

citizen rights”, where city 

denizens become “active citizens” 

by asserting their land and 

housing rights.  
 

http://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/ur

ban-governance-and-citizen-rights-

china-and-india  

 

(Date accessed: 12.09.2012) 

 

Transportation 
 

Pushing For High 

Speed Trains 

Instead Of Planes  
(Bholenath Vishwakarma, 

Infochange) 

  
Despite being a developing 

country, India has leapfrogged to 

air travel without offering 

efficient high-speed rail travel as 

an economically viable option. 

Only 2% of the Indian population 

travel by air. Considering the fact 

that the 4 metros and 41 other 

million-plus cities, which are 

business class destinations, lie 

within 600-800 km, researchers 

and urban planners recommend 

that high-speed rail investment 

should be given equal priority 

with roads. This will benefit 

industries and also offer a 

sustainable mode of travel. High-

speed rail networks for distances 

up to 600 km can cut emissions by 

90%, while also increasing 

efficiency and affordability. 
 

http://infochangeindia.org/urban-

india/features/trains-instead-of-

planes.html  

 

 

Media 

 
The People's 

Airwaves, But 

Controlled  
(Navya P.K., India 

Together) 

 
The 245 private FM channels in 

the country are not allowed to 

broadcast news, in violation of 

Supreme Court orders (SC, 

Cricket Association of Bengal 

(CAB) vs. Ministry of 

Information and Broadcasting. 

The Ministry of Information & 

Broadcasting (MIB) currently also 

allows 'information' to be 

broadcast (including news on 

sports, traffic, weather, cultural 

events, education and 

employment, and public 

announcements made by local 

authorities). Effectively, there is a 

ban on political news. The 

Ministry's agreements with FM 

channels also state that the 

government will have the final say 

on whether a programme is 'news' 

or 'information', in clear violation 

of the SC order. 
 

http://www.indiatogether.org/2012/au

g/med-radio.htm 

 

(Date accessed: 12.09.2012) 

 

 

SC Refuses To 

Frame Media 

Guidelines 
(The Statesman) 

 
The Supreme Court has laid down 

a constitutional principle where 

aggrieved parties can seek from 

the appropriate court the 

postponement of the publication 

of court hearings. A five-judge 

Bench headed by Chief Justice S 

H Kapadia noted that guidelines 

on media reporting cannot be 

framed across the board”. The 

order on postponement of 

publication of court proceedings 

has to be passed by the writ court 

subject to the twin test of 

necessity and proportionality, on 

case-by -case basis. While 

propounding the doctrine of 

postponement of publication of 

court proceedings, the Bench said 

it is a preventive measure and not 

a prohibitive and punitive 

measure. It further said that 

temporary ban on publication of 

court proceedings is necessary to 

maintain balance between 

freedom of speech and fair trial 

for proper administration of 

justice, especially in cases where 

there is a substantial risk of 

prejudicing the trial.  
 

http://www.thestatesman.net/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article

&id=422975&catid=35  

 

(Date accessed: 11.9.2012) 
 

Environment 

 
Water-Borne 

Poison: Can’t Let 

Budha Nullah 

Fester Forever 
(The Tribune India) 

 
Buddha Nullah a seasonal water 

stream, which runs through the 

Malwa region of Punjab and 

drains into the Sutlej River, has 

become a major source of 

pollution. This would impact the 

http://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/urban-governance-and-citizen-rights-china-and-india
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/urban-governance-and-citizen-rights-china-and-india
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/urban-governance-and-citizen-rights-china-and-india
http://www.indiatogether.org/2012/aug/med-radio.htm
http://www.indiatogether.org/2012/aug/med-radio.htm
http://www.thestatesman.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=422975&catid=35
http://www.thestatesman.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=422975&catid=35
http://www.thestatesman.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=422975&catid=35


 9 

highly populated Ludhiana district 

and also large areas in south-

western Punjab as the latter solely 

depends on the canal water for 

irrigation. Water from Buddha 

Nullah enters various canals this 

affecting areas near   Firozpur, 

Malout, Zira, and upper Lambi. 

This could lead to an increase in 

incidence of deadly diseases like 

cancer while the medical facilities 

remain inadequate. Through 

canals, these waters also reach 

south Punjab, where cancer is 

already a scourge. Manish Tiwari 

of the Congress has urged for the 

appointment of the Central 

Pollution Control Board as the 

executing agency for 

implementing the bio-remediation 

project for cleaning the Buddha 

Nullah. 
 

http://www.tribuneindia.com/2012/20

120911/edit.htm#6 

 

(Date accessed: 11.09.2012) 

 

Development 

Policy 
Displacement 

Induced by 

Violent Conflict 
(Seven Sisters Post) 

 
Historically the North East region 

has been subject to a number of 

such forced displacements. This 

article discusses violence as one 

of the greatest reasons for forced 

displacement, and argues that 

such a situation violates human 

rights on both sides of the 

incompatible parties. It also 

argues that as per the Convention 

on Prevention and Punishment of 

the Crime of Genocide, 1948, 

Article 2, and ICC Statute, 1998, 

Article 6 the North East is a 

victim of Genocide.  The 

displaced groups become targets 

of pogroms in their new 

settlements, along with other 

forms of silent or pronounced 

violence or gender dimensions of 

violence. Lastly the article 

discusses the practical questions 

involved while reporting on the 

targets of violence. 

 

http://sevensisterspost.com/conflictvi

olence-induced-displacement/ 

Prospects For 

Inclusion In The 

Post-MDG 

Development 

Framework 
 (Lisa Denney) 

 
The aim of MDGs is to encourage 

development by improving social 

and economic conditions in the 

world’s poorest countries. Any 

talk of development cannot be 

done in isolation from security 

issues, especially in the post 

millennium goals- 2015 

framework as security is crucial to 

development. 

To understand the relation 

between security and development 

in order to achieve MDGs based 

on ‘no harm principle’ is 

important today. Today there are 

several other forms of insecurity 

like criminal and domestic 

violence. Without a clear policy 

processes to make the post-MDG 

framework conflict-sensitive or 

frame new goals through the lens 

of human security seem vague and 

a big challenge. The question to 

include or exclude security-related 

themes should be based on 

whether doing so will lead to 

improved policy actions.  
 

http://www.odi.org.uk/resources/docs/

7788.pdf 

 
(Date accessed: 11.9.2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Law and 

Justice 
 

UT Set To Be 

First In Region 

With Crime 

Victim Relief 

Policy  
(Express News Service) 

 
Chandigarh might become the 

first region to have a Victim 

Compensation Policy to 

compensate victims of crimes. As 

per the policy, compensation will 

be awarded to victims or his/ her 

dependents that have suffered loss  

and/ or injury and/or require 

rehabilitation as a result of crime. 

The UT Administration has 

prepared seven categories of 

crime incidents under which 

compensation will be paid to 

victims which include loss of life, 

loss of limb or permanent 

disability, mental agony/ trauma 

to women and child victims in 

cases where there is no physical 

loss or injury (such as human 

trafficking) etc. 

 
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/u

t-set-to-be-first-in-region-with-crime-

victim-relief-policy/997297/  

 

(Date accessed: 12.09.2012) 

 
  

http://www.tribuneindia.com/2012/20120911/edit.htm#6
http://www.tribuneindia.com/2012/20120911/edit.htm#6
http://sevensisterspost.com/conflictviolence-induced-displacement/
http://sevensisterspost.com/conflictviolence-induced-displacement/
http://www.odi.org.uk/resources/docs/7788.pdf
http://www.odi.org.uk/resources/docs/7788.pdf
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/ut-set-to-be-first-in-region-with-crime-victim-relief-policy/997297/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/ut-set-to-be-first-in-region-with-crime-victim-relief-policy/997297/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/ut-set-to-be-first-in-region-with-crime-victim-relief-policy/997297/


 10 

LS Nod To Bill 

To Protect 

Women From 

Sexual 

Harassment At 

Workplace 
(The Echo of India) 

 
The Sexual Harassment of 

Women at Workplace 

(Prevention, Prohibition and 

Redressal) Bill, 2010 was passed 

in the Lok Sabha on 3
rd

 

September 2012. Non-compliance 

with the provisions of the Act 

shall be punishable with a fine of 

up to Rs 50,000. Repeated 

violations may lead to higher 

penalties and cancellation of 

license or registration. A 

Parliamentary Standing 

Committee, which had examined 

the Bill, had held the firm view 

that preventive aspects reflected 

in it have to be strictly in line with 

the Supreme Court guidelines in 

the 1997 Vishaka case. The Bill 

makes it mandatory that all 

workplaces should have an 

internal redressal mechanism for 

complaints related to sexual 

harassment. 
 

http://echoofindia.com/new-delhi-ls-

nod-bill-protect-women-sexual-

harassment-workplace-10049 

  

(Date accessed: 11.09.2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotas For Dalits 

In Promotions 

Look Set To Go 

The Way Of The 

Women’s 

Reservation Bill 
(Ashok Malik, 

Tehelka.com, Tehelka 

Magazine, Vol 9, Issue 37) 

 

 
 

The author argues that when 

the Constitution was being 

written, it was clear to the minds 

of those who crafted it, that the 

historical wrongs done to 

Hinduism’s so-called 

“Untouchables” needed to be 

redressed. However, while fast-

track promotions for Dalits have 

been legal for close to 60 years, 

they have been challenged by the 

courts several times. Even if the 

proposed Constitutional 

amendment does get 

parliamentary approval, the 

number of officers who will be 

promoted will be small. 

Essentially, what is being created 

is not a fast track but a parallel 

track that will run through a 

candidate’s or government 

servant’s entire career.  
 

http://www.tehelka.com/story_main5

3.asp?filename=Op150912Reserved.a

sp  

 

(Date accessed: 11.09.2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

India Lags 

Behind Neighbors 

In Law Against 

Acid Crimes  
(Rashmi Saksena, 

Kashmir Times) 

 
Acid attacks are a form of gender-

based violence aimed at silencing 

and controlling women. Acid 

attacks on women are common in 

Pakistan, Bangladesh and 

Afghanistan as in India. The only 

difference is that Pakistan and 

Bangladesh have put in a law 

that has brought down the 

number of acid attacks on 

women. India has still to do the 

needful, though activists, the Law 

Commission as well as the 

National commission for Women 

have been asking for a specific 

section in the IPC to deal with 

cases of acid attack. Not only does 

this absence of a specific law or 

section in the IPC make it difficult 

to get numbers of victims of such 

brutal and horrific attacks, but it is 

also the reason that acid attack 

victims do not get justice.  
 

http://www.kashmirtimes.com/newsd

et.aspx?q=4582  

 

(Date accessed: 11.9.2012) 

 

SECTION 3: SOCIETY 

http://echoofindia.com/new-delhi-ls-nod-bill-protect-women-sexual-harassment-workplace-10049
http://echoofindia.com/new-delhi-ls-nod-bill-protect-women-sexual-harassment-workplace-10049
http://echoofindia.com/new-delhi-ls-nod-bill-protect-women-sexual-harassment-workplace-10049
http://www.tehelka.com/story_main53.asp?filename=Op150912Reserved.asp
http://www.tehelka.com/story_main53.asp?filename=Op150912Reserved.asp
http://www.tehelka.com/story_main53.asp?filename=Op150912Reserved.asp
http://www.kashmirtimes.com/newsdet.aspx?q=4582
http://www.kashmirtimes.com/newsdet.aspx?q=4582
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INDIA IN THE 

WORLD 

 

Antony’s 

Maldives Visit To 

Curb China 

Influence 
(PNS, The Pioneer) 

 
In a move to strengthen ties 

with Maldives and check the 

gaining foothold of China in a 

bid to play a bigger role in the 

Indian Ocean region, Defense 

Minister A. K. Antony will visit 

Male for three days beginning 15 

September, 2012. India may give 

some more platforms to Maldives 

for bolstering its coastal and 

inland security and A.K. Antony 

is likely to discuss this issue. 

Elaborating upon the importance 

of his visit, sources stated that 

China is slowly expanding its 

presence in the Indian Ocean 

region. In fact, China recently 

opened its Embassy in Maldives 

and coming years will see Beijing 

and New Delhi vying for 

preeminent role in the Indian 

Ocean. 
 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/nation/9

3897-antonys-maldives-visit-to-curb-

china-influence.html  

 

(Date accessed: 12.09.2012) 

 

India’s Rise In 

Africa  
(Ian Taylor, Chatam 

House) 

 
Ian Taylor points to India’s rise in 

Africa, arguing that it has been 

largely overlooked, despite the 

important implications of the 

growing presence of Indian 

corporations as well as India’s 

political ties. She argues that the 

key issue is how African 

governments can seek to leverage 

newfound Indian investment and 

interest in Africa so that Africa’s 

place in global trade networks 

becomes more proactive and 

beneficial to the continent’s 

citizens. 
 

http://www.chathamhouse.org/publica

tions/ia/archive/view/184427  

 

(Date accessed: 12.09.2012) 

 

Tamil Street 

Toughs 
(Pranay Sharma, Outlook) 

 

 
 

The article explains how the anti-

Sri Lanka wave in Tamil Nadu is 

born of new political 

compulsions. The recent incident 

where around 180 Sri-Lankan 

pilgrims were forced to return to 

their country after several attacks, 

have yet again brought out the 

anti-Sri Lanka sentiments for two 

of the major political parties  in 

Tamil Nadu- the DMK and the 

AIADMK. The state’s politicians 

had backed the LTTE for years in 

their war against Colombo. 

Though after Rajiv Gandhi’s 

assassination they had stopped 

supporting it in public but both 

the parties have historically been 

in favor of cutting of trade and 

cultural ties with the neighbor and 

have time and again used it as 

handy political issue. With 

increasing Chinese presence in the 

island, India is trying its best to 

mend its bilateral ties with Sri 

Lanka but this seems impossible 

without the efforts of both the 

DMK and AIADMK. 
 

http://www.outlookindia.com/article.a

spx?282226  

 

(Date accessed: 11.09.2012) 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

AFFAIRS 

 

Championing 

Nuclear Security 
(David Santoro, Carnegie 

Endowment) 

 

 
 

This article talks about the need 

for a framework agreement for 

uniformity in the currently 

disparate and loosely defined 

nuclear security conventions. The 

2012 Seoul Nuclear Summit 

discussed the need to develop a 

comprehensive, universal and 

ultimately enforceable materials 

control system. However since 

countries set their own goals and 

not all countries have made 

commitments, no agreement has 

been reached on a rigorous 

methodology to assess progress. 

The author argues a lack of 

political will especially in the 

developing countries, which have 

not prioritized nuclear security 

because of concerns like poverty 

alleviation and ideological 

grounds. An over ambitious push 

for nuclear safety regime might 

prove counterproductive by 

inflaming division between 

developed and developing states.  
 

http://carnegieendowment.org/2012/0

9/10/championing-nuclear-

security/dsz2  

 

(Date accessed: 11.09.2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

SECTION 4: THE WORLD 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/nation/93897-antonys-maldives-visit-to-curb-china-influence.html
http://www.dailypioneer.com/nation/93897-antonys-maldives-visit-to-curb-china-influence.html
http://www.dailypioneer.com/nation/93897-antonys-maldives-visit-to-curb-china-influence.html
http://www.chathamhouse.org/publications/ia/archive/view/184427
http://www.chathamhouse.org/publications/ia/archive/view/184427
http://www.outlookindia.com/article.aspx?282226
http://www.outlookindia.com/article.aspx?282226
http://carnegieendowment.org/2012/09/10/championing-nuclear-security/dsz2
http://carnegieendowment.org/2012/09/10/championing-nuclear-security/dsz2
http://carnegieendowment.org/2012/09/10/championing-nuclear-security/dsz2
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Asia’s Regional 

Comprehensive 

Economic 

Partnership  
(Sanchita Basu Das.  

Institute of South Asian 

Studies) 

 
The article talks of Regional 

Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP) to be 

established in November 2012 as 

yet another regional arrangement 

that can have impact in various 

sectors of foreign cooperation in 

South East Asia.  The writer 

discusses the various provisions 

of RCEP and lists a set of 

suggestions for effective 

performance of RCEP.  She says 

that though we see multi-track 

arrangements like the APEC 

(Asia-Pacific Economic 

Cooperation), TPP (Trans- Pacific 

Partnership) and RCEP tracks 

continuing to function with 

friendly rivalry, in the long run, 

policy makers may have to look 

for ways for them to develop 

complementarily. 
 

http://web1.iseas.edu.sg/?p=8480  

 

(Date accessed: 11.09.2012) 

 

SOUTH ASIA 

Maldives: 

Curbing the 

Freedom of 

Media in 

Maldives  
(Annapoorna Karthika, 

Indian Peace and Conflict 

Studies) 

 
Maldives acquired democratic 

status in 2004 ending years of 

state control over media. 

However, liberty of journalists in 

the post-authoritarian Maldives to 

practice media impartiality and 

editorial independence is 

increasingly being undermined 

due to low religious tolerance, and 

growing violent clashes between 

pro-democracy groups and the 

government. International 

organizations, particularly the 

Committee to Protect Journalists, 

have been concerned about the 

safety of journalists who are being 

compelled to live in a state of fear 

of attack. This factor that 

adversely affects the objectivity 

expected of professional 

journalism. 
 

http://www.ipcs.org/article/maldives/

maldives-plight-of-a-free-media-

3717.html  

 

(Date accessed: 12.09.2012) 

 

Sri Lanka: 

Provincial 

Councils: A 

Money-Eating 

Monster?  
(Editorial, Daily Mirror) 

 
 

The article talks of Sri Lanka’s 

provincial council system as a 

money-eating monster which does 

not serve any purpose, in the 

context of the low voter- turnout 

at the recent provincial council 

election. It describes the 

establishment of provincial 

councils as a step to please India 

and points an accusing finger at 

India for thinking such a system 

would be the best solution to Sri 

Lanka’s so-called ethnic problem.  

Using the example of the 

government decision to go 

without a provincial council 

election in the North, the article 

criticizes the government for 

opting to the method of holding 

elections only when it is at 

advantage of winning. According 

to the writer, the provincial 

council system, benefits only the 

elected members and not the 

common people. 
 

http://www.dailymirror.lk/opinion/17

2-opinion/21799-provincial-councils-

a-money-eating-monster-

editorial.html  

 
(Date accessed: 11.09.2012) 

EAST ASIA 

China: China's 

Economic 

Geography: 

Moving Outside 

The Pearl River 

Delta 
(Foreign Policy Centre, Dr 

Tim Summers) 

 
Since the instigation of 'reform 

and opening up' policies at the end 

of 1970s, Guangdong's economy 

has boomed earning it the 

sobriquet of the 'world's factory'. 

However Guangdong's 

development in reality has been 

limited to the Pearl River Delta. 

The city of Qingyuan epitomizes 

many of the disparities within 

Guangdong. Qingyuan's average 

per capita GDP is around half of 

Guangdong's. The minimum wage 

of RMB850 per month (for 2011, 

up from RMB580 in 2008) is 

about two thirds of that in 

Shenzhen or Guangzhou. Property 

prices are one third of 

Guangzhou's. As a result of this 

uneven development within a 

region, the Chinese government is 

shifting growth focus to another 

city in the region – Quingyuan. To 

aid this rebalance in growth, there 

is a concerted effort in terms of 

infrastructure development, 

establishing new educational 

institutions to increase trained 

man power and other suitable 

measures to rebalance the growth. 
 

http://fpc.org.uk/articles/551  

 
(Date accessed: 11.09.2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ipcs.org/article/maldives/maldives-plight-of-a-free-media-3717.html
http://www.ipcs.org/article/maldives/maldives-plight-of-a-free-media-3717.html
http://www.ipcs.org/article/maldives/maldives-plight-of-a-free-media-3717.html
http://www.dailymirror.lk/opinion/172-opinion/21799-provincial-councils-a-money-eating-monster-editorial.html
http://www.dailymirror.lk/opinion/172-opinion/21799-provincial-councils-a-money-eating-monster-editorial.html
http://www.dailymirror.lk/opinion/172-opinion/21799-provincial-councils-a-money-eating-monster-editorial.html
http://www.dailymirror.lk/opinion/172-opinion/21799-provincial-councils-a-money-eating-monster-editorial.html
http://fpc.org.uk/articles/551
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MIDDLE EAST 

 

Syria: The Syrian 

Conflict 

(Chinmaya R. Gharekhan, 

Frontline, Volume 29 - 

Issue 18) 

 
It has been more than a year since 

the Arab Spring, and yet Syria 

continues to be in a state of unrest 

determined to oust President 

Bashar al-Assad. There are four 

concurrent wars that are taking 

place in the country– a civil war, a 

proxy war, a regional war and a 

sectarian war. The US is reluctant 

to intervene, for electoral and 

other reasons and European 

countries do not want to get 

involved due to the Eurozone 

crisis. Thus, the civil war is 

headed for an impasse: the regime 

cannot crush the opposition and 

the rebels cannot topple the 

regime. 
 

http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories

/20120921291805400.htm  

 

(Date accessed: 11.09.2012) 

EUROPE 

UK: How Best To 

Respond To A 

Growing 

Population  
(Matt Cavanagh, Institute 

for Public Policy 

Research) 

 
The article debates on whether the 

British government should take 

"all necessary steps" to stabilize 

the UK's population "as close as 

possible to its present level". The 

government should cut net 

immigration to zero. Presently, 

there are three main drivers of the 

growing population: increasing 

longevity, increasing fertility, and 

positive net immigration.  Cutting 

net immigration would mean 

going far beyond immigration 

policy as it is generally 

understood: it would mean 

leaving the European Union. It 

might even require to dampen 

economic growth (despite the 

current troubles, increasing 

numbers are coming here from 

Greece, Spain, Portugal and Italy), 

and pull back from Britain's 

traditional global role in culture 

and trade. 

 
http://www.ippr.org/articles/56/9594/

how-best-to-respond-to-a-growing-

population  

 

(Date accessed: 11.09.2012) 

 

Europe: 

Reclaiming 

Democratic 

Demands From 

The Populists  
(Jordi Vaquer, French 

Online News) 

 
As citizens lose confidence in 

democratic institutions, 

xenophobic populist parties thrive 

in European states. Amongst 

critics of contemporary 

democracy in Europe it is a 

central premise that the triangle 

between society, the state and the 

corporate world is suffering from 

chronic imbalance. As state and 

corporate world become 

indistinguishable, society feels 

increasingly estranged and 

distanced from the two. This in 

turn has given rise to the appeal of 

parties who make identity the 

centre of their political action. 

The perceived lack of real policy 

alternatives and the resistance of 

mainstream political parties to 

reform (even in the face of 

massive failure such as the current 

economic crisis), offers an 

opening for populists, who 

capitalize of anger and frustration. 
 

http://www.french-news-

online.com/wordpress/?p=10729#axz

z269KB0XnV  

 

(Date accessed: 11.09.2012) 

 

The Zombie 

Currency And 

The Fetters Of 

Europe 
(Centre for Strategic 

Research and Analysis 

(CESRAN) 

 

 
 

Euro as a political project was 

supposed to compensate for the 

EU’s democratic deficit and 

confusion of powers. What the 

euro promised was financial 

integration, macroeconomic 

stability, and technocratic peace. 

But as we have seen over the past 

months, with the lack of 

coordinated continental-wide 

fiscal policy, the underlying 

economies have increasingly 

diverged rather than converged. 

The responses to the recent crisis 

have been short-term, ad hoc 

moves which have been unable to 

counter diverging national bond 

yields, diverging bank loan 

structures and diverging corporate 

borrowing costs.  In sum, the 

effect has been to extend the 

sclerotic features of the European 

political system into the economy, 

rather than to have that economy 

breathe life into the political 

institutions. 
 

http://cesran.org/index.php?option=co

m_content&view=category&layout=b

log&id=199&Itemid=132&lang=en  

 

(Date accessed: 11.9.2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories/20120921291805400.htm
http://www.frontlineonnet.com/stories/20120921291805400.htm
http://www.ippr.org/articles/56/9594/how-best-to-respond-to-a-growing-population
http://www.ippr.org/articles/56/9594/how-best-to-respond-to-a-growing-population
http://www.ippr.org/articles/56/9594/how-best-to-respond-to-a-growing-population
http://www.french-news-online.com/wordpress/?p=10729#axzz269KB0XnV
http://www.french-news-online.com/wordpress/?p=10729#axzz269KB0XnV
http://www.french-news-online.com/wordpress/?p=10729#axzz269KB0XnV
http://cesran.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1501%3Athe-zombie-currency-and-the-fetters-of-europe&catid=199%3Aglobal-economic-crisis-studies-articles-a-reports&Itemid=132&lang=en
http://cesran.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1501%3Athe-zombie-currency-and-the-fetters-of-europe&catid=199%3Aglobal-economic-crisis-studies-articles-a-reports&Itemid=132&lang=en
http://cesran.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1501%3Athe-zombie-currency-and-the-fetters-of-europe&catid=199%3Aglobal-economic-crisis-studies-articles-a-reports&Itemid=132&lang=en
http://cesran.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1501%3Athe-zombie-currency-and-the-fetters-of-europe&catid=199%3Aglobal-economic-crisis-studies-articles-a-reports&Itemid=132&lang=en
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centre_for_Strategic_Research_and_Analysis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centre_for_Strategic_Research_and_Analysis
http://cesran.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=199&Itemid=132&lang=en
http://cesran.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=199&Itemid=132&lang=en
http://cesran.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=199&Itemid=132&lang=en
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UK: Osborne's 

Choice: 

Combining Fiscal 

Credibility And 

Growth  
(Social Market 

Foundation, Ian Mulheirn. 

With contributions from 

Gavyn Davies, Richard 

Lambert, Evan Davis, Dan 

Corry and Gerald 

Holtham) 

 
This is a paper that breaks the 

artificial debate that sees deficit 

reduction and growth as a trade-

off, allowing the Government to 

act on both fronts simultaneously. 

In the UK the economic debate is 

between fiscal credibility and 

growth. Worldwide too the debate 

is on similar lines - reduction of 

government spending to reduce 

deficit versus government 

stimulus which leads to deficits. 

The paper describes a plan for the 

UK economy where deficit 

reduction and growth go hand in 

hand. Though the paper talks 

about UK specific measures, it 

has relevance to other countries of 

the world. 

 
http://www.smf.co.uk/research/econo

mic-policy/osborne-s-choice-

combining-fiscal-credibility-and-

growth/ 

 

AMERICAS 

US: White 

Supremacy: The 

New Threat To 

National Security 

In The US 

(Khaled A Beydoun, Al 

Jazeera) 

 
The US has for long branded 

Islamic terrorism as the greatest 

threat to its national security. 

However, this is a one-

dimensional portrait of terrorism 

which often dictates what and 

who qualifies as a menace. This is 

the reasoning behind the strategic 

exclusion of the proliferating 

white supremacist groups as a 

danger to national security. This 

movement not only openly 

espouses racist and xenophobic 

goals, but has also executed brutal 

attacks on innocent 

Americans. The recent attack in 

Oak Creek and the mosque 

burnings are evidence that white 

supremacy is no longer just a 

veiled threat but a stark reality. 
 

http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opi

nion/2012/09/201298105245647965.h

tml  

 

US: We're In For 

A Heck Of A 

Ride 
(Editors choice, CNN)  
 

 
 

In the article, 11 contributors 

assess the speeches on the third 

and final night of the Democratic 

National Convention, the 

speeches of Obama and Biden and 

compare it to that of 

Romney/Ryan. The article 

provides a good mix of opinions 

from both pro – Democrat and 

pro-Republican contributors. 

Some of the opinions presented 

include 

 Did not promise heaven and 

earth, but was a reminder of 

what he stands for, how he 

knows about fighting coming 

from a hardworking, 

middleclass family. 

  He never talked about 

"winning two wars," but 

rather "ending them .With 

power comes responsibility. 

 Hope is a hard path, but it is a 

righteous path to dignity. 

 Winning elections and 

commanding public backing 

for a national agenda are 

dependent on a president's 

personal appeal. Emphasized 

on government's vital role in 

advancing the national well-

being. 

 Can heal what ails America 

just needs more time. 

 Democrats will have to 

struggle to convince voters in 

the crucial swing states that 

they should get four more 

years to make policies work. 

http://edition.cnn.com/2012/09/07/opi

nion/opinion-roundup-

obama/index.html?hpt=hp_mid 

 

US: In 

Pennsylvania, 

The Human 

Costs Of Judicial 

Confirmation 

Delays 
(The Atlantic, Andrew 

Cohen) 
 

The article talks about the 

considerable delays in the 

nominations of judges in the 

courts of Pennsylvania. As a 

result of this delay, the vacancies 

are piling up and so are the cases. 

This has led to judges as old as 89 

years old to take up case loads. 

What this means is that civil cases 

suffer increased continuances and 

delays and the possibilities of 

changing judges in mid-stream. 

Several important cases such as 

those pertaining to religious 

freedom are also not being taken 

up with the alacrity that such 

cases demand. For civil litigants, 

this means untenable disruptions 

to their lives and businesses, the 

possibility of increased costs, and 

overall, a breach of the promise of 

access to justice. 
 

http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/ar

chive/2012/09/in-pennsylvania-the-

human-costs-of-judicial-confirmation-

delays/261862/ 

 

 

http://www.smf.co.uk/research/economic-policy/osborne-s-choice-combining-fiscal-credibility-and-growth/
http://www.smf.co.uk/research/economic-policy/osborne-s-choice-combining-fiscal-credibility-and-growth/
http://www.smf.co.uk/research/economic-policy/osborne-s-choice-combining-fiscal-credibility-and-growth/
http://www.smf.co.uk/research/economic-policy/osborne-s-choice-combining-fiscal-credibility-and-growth/
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2012/09/201298105245647965.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2012/09/201298105245647965.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2012/09/201298105245647965.html
http://edition.cnn.com/2012/09/07/opinion/opinion-roundup-obama/index.html?hpt=hp_mid
http://edition.cnn.com/2012/09/07/opinion/opinion-roundup-obama/index.html?hpt=hp_mid
http://edition.cnn.com/2012/09/07/opinion/opinion-roundup-obama/index.html?hpt=hp_mid
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2012/09/in-pennsylvania-the-human-costs-of-judicial-confirmation-delays/261862/
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2012/09/in-pennsylvania-the-human-costs-of-judicial-confirmation-delays/261862/
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2012/09/in-pennsylvania-the-human-costs-of-judicial-confirmation-delays/261862/
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2012/09/in-pennsylvania-the-human-costs-of-judicial-confirmation-delays/261862/
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Google’s Lab of 

Wildest Dreams 

(CLAIRE CAIN MILLER 

and NICK BILTON, NEW 

YORK TIMES) 

MOUNTAIN VIEW, Calif. — In 

a top-secret lab in an undisclosed 

Bay Area location where robots 

run free, the future is being 

imagined. [Google X is ] the 

clandestine lab where Google is 

tackling a list of 100 shoot-for-

the-stars ideas. …..Google is so 

secretive about the effort that 

many employees do not even 

know the lab exists. [The lab 

reflects Google’s ambition to be a 

place where ground-breaking 

research and development are 

happening, in the tradition of 

Xerox PARC, which developed 

the modern personal computer 

in the 1970s.….Sergey Brin, 

Google’s co-founder, is deeply 

involved in the lab, said several 

people with knowledge of it, and 

came up with the list of ideas 

along with Larry Page, Google’s 

other founder, who worked on 

Google X before becoming chief 

executive in April; Eric E. 

Schmidt, its chairman; and other 

top executives.  Google may turn 

one of the ideas — the driverless 

cars that it unleashed on 

California’s roads last year — into 

a new business. ..Google could 

sell navigation or information 

technology for the cars, and 

theoretically could show location-

based ads to passengers as they 

zoom by local businesses while 

playing Angry Birds in the 

driver’s seat. 

Robots figure prominently in 

many of the ideas. They have 

long captured the imagination 

of Google engineers, including 

Mr. Brin, who has already 

attended a conference through 

robot instead of in the flesh. 

Fleets of robots could assist 

Google with collecting 

information, replacing the 

humans that photograph streets 

for Google Maps, say people 

with knowledge of Google X. 

Robots born in the lab could be 

destined for homes and offices, 

where they could assist with 

mundane tasks or allow people 

to work remotely, they say.  

Other ideas involve what Google 

referred to as the “Web of things” 

at its software developers 

conference in May — a way of 

connecting objects to the Internet. 

Every time anyone uses the Web, 

it benefits Google, the company 

argued, so it could be good for 

Google if home accessories and 

wearable objects, not just 

computers, were connected. 

Among the items that could be 

connected: a garden planter (so it 

could be watered from afar); a 

coffee pot (so it could be set to 

brew remotely); or a light bulb (so 

it could be turned off remotely). 

Google said in May that by the 

end of this year another team 

planned to introduce a Web-

connected light bulb that could 

communicate wirelessly with 

Android devices. 

…… A leader at Google X is 

Sebastian Thrun, one of the 

world’s top robotics and 

artificial intelligence experts, 
who teaches computer science at 

Stanford and has developed a 

driverless car. Also at the lab is 

Andrew Ng, another Stanford 

professor, who specializes in 

applying neuroscience to 

artificial intelligence to teach 

robots and machines to operate 

like people. Johnny Chung Lee, 

a specialist in human-computer 

interaction, came to Google X 

from Microsoft this year after 

helping develop Microsoft’s 

Kinect, the video game player that 

responds to human movement and 

voice. At Google X, where he is 

working on the Web of things, 

according to people familiar with 

his role, he has the mysterious 

title of rapid evaluator…… 

 

Cyber spying is 

bad for Business 
(New Europe Online Post, 

Dr. Greg Austin) 

 
A paper titled “Cyber Security 

Perspectives” published by 

Huawei, a leading Chinese 

telecom services company talks 

about cyber espionage and 

insecurities around digital 

economy. Huawei has been under 

fire in the USA and Australia for 

alleged links to Chinese spy 

agencies. Huawei counters that it 

is trusted in more than 140 

countries. The article argues that 

using big cyber companies for 

spying is bad for business – 

regardless of nationality. It asserts 

that “No longer is technology 

designed, developed and 

deployed only in one country; 

no longer can any country or 

large company claim to rely on 

a single sourcing model”. The 

release of the paper coincided 

with a visit to China of United 

States Secretary of State, Hilary 

Clinton, during which she 

discussed cyber security issues 

with her Chinese counterpart, 

Yang Jiechi. The main message of 

the paper is about building trust. 
 

http://www.neurope.eu/blog/cyber-

spying-bad-business  

 

(Date accessed: 11.09. 2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECTION 5: SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
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Globalized 

Growth is the 

Problem, 

Localism is the 

solution  
(Chris Hedges, Truth Out) 

 
The article recognizes the current 

concept of growth as the main 

problem as this growth has 

become increasingly uneconomic. 

The ceaseless expansion of 

economic exploitation, the engine 

of global capitalism, has come to 

an end with steady depletion of 

natural resources crippled with 

rising levels of personal and 

national debt. This crisis signals 

an irreversible change for 

civilization itself and it is high 

time we focus our attention on 

structural flaws and not just 

quantitative metrics like GDP, 

deficits etc. The fact that policy 

decisions emerge not from 

deliberations but vested private 

interest groups, marks the 

inevitability of the collapse and 

only option is to decentralize and 

let communities collectively grow 

and decide their own fate. 
 

http://truth-

out.org/opinion/item/11435-

globalized-growth-is-the-problem-

localism-is-the-solution  

 

(Date accessed: 11.09.2012) 

The Liberal Way 

To Run The 

World - 

"Improve" Or 

We’ll Kill You 
(John Pilger, Truth Out) 

 
The article sees liberalism as the 

world’s most powerful and violent 

“ism”. Referring to theorists the 

article challenges the myth that 

liberals are the peacemakers and 

conservatives the warmongers. 

Imperialism of the liberal way 

being open ended and its denial of 

self –righteous 

fanaticism is seen as 

far more devastating, in the 

context of contemporary 

international politics and the 

practices & justifications of the 

global liberal leaders, be it from 

Israel, Syria or Libya. The article 

concludes by criticizing the 

“liberal realists”, it argues that 

humanity has been taken out of 

the study of nations and congealed 

it to serve the warmongering 

powers. 
 

http://truth-out.org/news/item/11410-

the-liberal-way-to-run-the-world-

improve-or-well-kill-you  

 

 

BOOK 

REVIEW:  

(Dylan Riley, New Left 

Review, New Left Review 

76, July- August 2012) 

After the Soviet Union’s collapse 

in the nineties, two opposing 

predictions about the fate of social 

democracy developed. As the 

crisis of the welfare state has 

become increasingly obvious, two 

books ‘The Primacy of Politics’ 

by Sheri Berman and ‘The 

Death of Social Democracy’ by 

Ashley Lavelle provide a 

stimulating and contrasting 

account to explain this outcome 

and to assess its likely 

consequences. Berman’s book 

suggests that social democracy—

not liberalism or Marxism—was 

the real victor of the ‘age of 

extremes’. Lavelle’s book argues 

that, in contrast, social 

democracy’s achievements even 

in the favorable environment of 

the long boom were extremely 

modest. 
 

http://newleftreview.org/II/76/dylan-

riley-bernstein-s-heirs  

 

(Date accessed: 12.09.2012) 
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